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PUBLISHERS'  CIRCULAR 


ri^IIE  book  herewith  presented  to  the  public  is  a  collect 

of  tiie  senes  of  articles  originally  pnhlislicd  liy  Mii. 
Greeley  in  the  New  York  Ledger^  bearing,  as  now,  the  ac- 
curately descriptiye  titlo, "  EscoLLficnoNB  of  ▲  Bust  Life." 
Bcvised,  and  in  part  rewritten,  hj  the  author,  and  enriched 
by  the  addition  of  mneh  origmal  matter,  it  is  believed  that 
these  autobio^aphical  reminlscenoes  will  be,  not  only  enter- 
taining aial  attractive  to  the  casual  reader,  but  of  perma- 
nent value  to  all  stuilents  of  lla;  times  we  live  in.  They 
form  a  record  of  fho  inner  Uio  and  inspiration  of  one  who 
has  actively  shared  in  tlu'  many  strange  intellectual  and 
political  phases  through  which  America  has  gone  during 
the  past  thirty  years  of  intense  vitality.  Mb.  Obeelet 
hunaolf  gives  the  best  indication  of  their  nature :  I  shall 
never  write  anything  else  into  which  I  shall  put  so  much  of 
myself  J  my  expcrienccH,  notions,  convictions,  nnd  modes  of 
tliouglit,  as  these  Recollections,  I  give,  with  small  reservo, 
mj  mental  history." 

Whatever  view  may  l)e  taken  of  Horace  Greelbt's  opin- 
ions and  teachings,  all  will  concede  that  he  has  been,  and 
is,  a  man  of  untiring  industry,  of  strong  convictions,  of  con- 
tinual and  immense  intellectual  activity,  and  of  wide-spread 
iiifhieuee.  LalM)rinLj:  in  the  metro[)olis  of  the  country,  he 
has  there  ]tlanted  and  nurtiiied  with  his  own  life  a  journal 
whose  political  and  social  ideas  have  been  powerful  in 


viii  PVBUSHMBa*  circular 

afFcctinp^  tho  public  mind  beyond  any  other  one  agency; 
and  lie  himself,  intimately  associated  as  he  has  been  with 
all  tlie  great  men  aiid  great  events  of  the  time,  is  a  singu- 
larly interesting  character.  The  mental  history  of  such  a 
man,  and  tihe  varied  leminiscencea  of  hia  life  and  experi- 
ence, cannot  fail  to  attract  the  attention  and  exdte  the 
Interest  of  all  who  take  any  pains  to  understand  the  history 
of  the  day ;  while  the  practical  liints  to  young  men,  and 
tlie  familial*  chat  about  j>()litical,  literary,  agricultural,  so- 
cial, and  personal  topics  contained  in  the  book,  must  make 
it  welcome  to  the  general  reader. 

Of  the  illustrations,  the  views  of  Mb.  Greelet'b  various 
homes,  iDO,y  it  is  only  neoessaty  to  say  that  they  have  been 
engraved  from  the  most  aafhentic  sources, — generally  pho> 
tographs.  The  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Greeley  is  engraved  on 
steel  by  Mr.  J.  Rogers,  and  that  of  the  accomplished  and 
lamented  Margaret  Fuller  is  from  the  artistic  hand  of 
Mr.  TV.  J.  Linton,  whose  personal  remembrance  of  that 
gifted  lady  has  been  aided  by  an  excellent  portrait.  In 
every  way,  the  irablishers  have  e^ideavored  to  make  the 
hook  one  attainable  and  desirable  by  all,  and  feel  sore  that 
it  will  prove  its  own  best  commendation. 
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APOLOGY. 


THESE  BeoollMtfons  <yw8  their  existeiiee  wholly  to  an 
irapulae  externil  to  their  author,  who,  of  his  own 
choice,  writes  on  mari  \-  t  jpics,  himself  not  included.  When, 
yeaxs  ago,  he  was  introduced  to  Mr.  James  Parton,  and  ap- 
prised that  he  had  been  chosen,  by  that  gentleman,  as  the 
salqeGt  of  a  bipgiaphic  Ydnme^  he  said  that  eveiy  penon 
idioee  caieer  was  in  some  sense  public  was  a  £Euir  sabject 
Ibr  public  comment  and  eriticismf  but  that  he  could  not 
fornish  materials  for,  nor  in  any  wise  make  himself  a  party 
to,  tliG  undertaking.  As  it  had  never  occurred  to  him  that 
he  should  have  time  and  inclination  to  write  concerning 
himself,  he  had  never  saved  even  a  scrap  with  reference  to 
such  contingency;  and  he  has  chosen  not  to  avail  bimj^lf 
of  Mr.  Parton's  labois,  in  onkr  that  the  following  ehapten 
should,  so  fer  as  possiblB,  justify  their  title  of  BeooUections. 

Mr.  Bobert  Bonner  is  justly  entitled  to  the  credit  (or  other* 
wise)  of  having  called  these  Recollections  into  tangible  (even 
though  fleeting)  existence.  He  had  previously  invited  me 
to  write  for  his  Ledger,  and  had  paid  me  liberally  for  so 
doing;  but  our  engagement  and  intimacy  had  long  ceased, 
when,  on  the  occasion  of  the  hubbub  incited  by  my  bailing 
of  Jeffenon  Davis,  he  reopened  a  long-saspended  cozr»- 
spondenoe^  and  once  moie  uiged  me  to.write  for  his  columns ; 
suggesting  a  seiies  of  autobiographic  xeminiscencesi,  which 


Digitized  by  Google 


X  APOLOGY, 

I  at  first  flatly  declined  to  furnish.  On  mature  reflection, 
however,  I  perceived  that  he  had  profiered  me  uplKjrtunity 
to  commend  to  many  thousaudis,  of  mainly  young  peisous, 
convictions  which  are  a  part  of  my  bemg,  and  csonceptions 
of  public  events  and  interests  which  might  never  so  &irly 
invoke  their  attention  if  I  tepelled  this  opportunity;  and 
that^  th^fore,  I  ought  not  to  K{ject  it  Hence,  I  soon  re- 
called my  hasty  negative,  apprised  him  that  I  would  accept 
liis  oiler,  and  iniiiiL-diulely  cuinnieiiced  writing,  us  I  could  ' 
snatch  time  from  otliur  pressiiiL!;  duties,  the  Ilecollections 
herewith  printed.  That  they  aie  less  personal  and  more 
political  than  Mr.  Bonner  woidd  have  wished  them,  I  was 
early  aware ;  yet  he  allowed  all  but  two  of  them  to  appear, 
and  to  have  the  post  of  honor  in  snccessive  issues  of  his 
ezoellent  and  widefy  cireulated  periodical  I  have  added 
somewhat,  however,  to  nearly  half  of  them,  in  revising  them 
fur  publication  in  this  shape ;  hut  the  rcadt  r  who  may  note 
the  discrepancy  will  be  so  just  as  to  attribute  it  to  the 
proper  source.  In  a  single  instance  ooly^  was  I  reixuested 
by  Mr.  Bonner  to  change  an  expression  in  one  of  the  num- 
bers he  published ;  and  therein  he  was  clearly  rights  as  I 
instantly  conceded. 

The  papers  which  I  have  chosen  to  add  to  my  Recollec- 
tions, in  giving  them  this  permanent  form,  embody  ray 
views  on  certain  topics  which  I  was  not  able  to  present 
so  folly  in  my  contributions  to  The  Ledger,  yet  wliich  I 
hoped  would  reward  the  attention  of  most  readers.  That  in 
which  Ftotection  is  explained  and  commended  was  printed 
as  it  was  hurriedly  written  more  than  twenty-five  years 
ago;  I  present  it  now,  without  the  change  of  a  sentence, 
as  a  statement  of  views  contemptuously  rejected  by  most 
writers  on  Political  Economy  in  our  day,  who  never  really 
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fliem  coDsideistion  or  thought  That  they  deserve  a 
different  and  more  Tospectfnl  treatment,  I  j^rofonndly 

lieve :  the  public  must  judge  between  me  and  their  con- 
temners. 

1  hope  to  be  spared  to  write  hereafter  a  fuller  and  more 
systematic  exposition  of  Political  Eoonomy  from  the  l^teo- 
tunuat  atamd-pomt;  and  I  do  not  expect  henceforth  to  write 
or  print  anj  other  work  -whatever.  If,  &en,  my  fiienda  vriU 
'  accept  the  eeaaya  which  condnde  this  Tolnme  as  a  part  of 
my  mental  l»i«»L;r.iphy,  I  respectfully  proffer  this  book  as  my 
account  of  all  of  myself  that  is  worth  their  considemtion; 
and  I  will  cherish  the  hope  that  some  portion,  at  least,  of 
its  contents  embody  lessons  of  persistency  and  patience 
iduch  will  sot- have  been  set  forth  in  vain. 

The  controveniy  with  Mr.  Bobeit  Dale  Owen  respecting 
Marriage  and  Divoroe,  which  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the 
volume,  was  wholly  xmpremeditated  on  my  part,  yet  I  had 
so  cltjaiiy,  tliough  iminteutiuiially,  provoked  Mr.  Owen's  first 
le  tier,  that  I  could  not  ret  use  to  print  it;  and  1  cuuld  not 
suffer  it  to  appear  without  a  reply.  My  strictures  incited  a 
lesponse;  and  so  the  discussion  ran  on,  till  each  had  said 
what  seemed  to  him  pertinent  on  a  anbject  of  wide  and  en- 
doriqg  interest  Before  my  last  letter  was  printed,  lb. 
Owen»  presnming  that  I  had  cloeed,  had  prepared  those  al- 
ready in  print  for  issae  in  a  pamphlet,  which  accordingly 
appeared  The  whole  tii-st  appear  t/yQ-ether  in  this  vulunie; 
and  I  truf't  it  will  l>c  found  thnt  tlieir  interest  has  not  ex- 
haled during  the  eight  years  that  have  elapsed  since  they 
were  written. 

H.  Q. 

Vmw  TobKi  BflpMnlMiF  ly  1S68* 
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New  ToBK  TBiBun, 

IXbw  Ton,  JwM  1, 18et. 

GuffLBODr : — 

I  wrote  vky  B6<w>D66lioii8  tMosoid  "Mr.  Bomisr  uligod  snd  psicl 

me  to  do  bo,  and  because  I  hoped  thus  to  make  clear  to  mauj 
of  our  younger  generation  several  points  in  our  country's  internal 
htstoiy  wfaioh  have  been  wida^  miBondantood.  Trusting  tliat 
thete  unpniendiiig  papem  may  be  found  to  embody  eome  kaaons 
of  industry,  integrity,  self-reliance,  truth,  and  hope,  I  commit 
them  to  you  oa  the  substance  of  a  volume  which  I  dedicate  and 
onminftnil  to  the  portumleM  youtli  oC  this  Bepublio, 

Yonn^ 

BOBAOK  GBBBLET. 

Mnns,  J.  &  FoBD  A  Oa, 
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RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A  BUSY  LIFE. 


I. 

A  SAMPLE  OF  THE  SCOTCH-IBISH. 

ULSTER,  —  the  most  norih«m  of  the  four  provinces  into 
wluch  Ireland  ia  pretty  equally  divided, — being  sepa^ 
rated  but  by  a  strait  from  the  western  coast  of  Scotland,  wa» 
doubtless  the  recipient  of  emigration  thence  fiKHn  time  imme" 
moHal ;  but,  after  the  suppression,  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  of  » 
bloody  insurrection  of  the  Celts  nnder  Hugh  0*Neil  agjiinat 
Kugh'sh  domination,  a  laige  area  of  the  soil  previously  held 
by  the  insurgents  was  confiscated;  and  "The  Plantation  of 
Ulster;'  %vith  some  English,  but  more  Scotch  emigrants,  was 
effected  under  James  I.  More  Celtic  insurrections  naturally 
followed  ;  that  of  1641  being  marked  as  especially  murderous ; 
40,000  of  the  Protestant  settlers  in  Ulster  having  been  speed- 
ily massacred,  with  small  regard  to  age  or  sex!  Eight  years 
later,  Cromwell,  heading  his  terrible  "  Ironsides,"  swept  resist- 
lessly  over  Ulster  not  only,  but  all  Ireland,  crushing  out  her 
resistance,  and  leaving  in  his  track  but  blood,  ashes,  and 
Toins ;  actually  subjugating  the  entire  island,  for  the  first 
time,  to  British  power,  and  confiscating  four  fifths  of  its  soiL 
Forty  years  of  such  peace  as  subjugation  can  make  was 
snddeidy  broken  by  the  expulsion  of  James  II.  from  the 
throne  of  England,  mainly  because  of  his  Homanism,  while 
Papal  Ireland  still  clung  to  his  falling  throne,  and  resists  the 
accession  of  Butch  William  and  his  wifb  Mary,  daughter  of 
James.  Ulster,  in  so  far  as  she  was  Scotch-English  and 
Protestant,  hailed  with  rapture  the  new  rule ;  while  Catholic 
Ireland  dung  1p  James;  who,  having  fied  to  IVance,  landed 
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thenoe  at  Kinsale,  and  was  teoeived  with  open  arms.  Tlie 
ProtesUmts  of  Ulster,  iinaccoimtably  left  to  tliemselves,  bad 
already  been  nearly  ovemm  by  the  f^nch  and  Irish  soldiers 
of  Jtunes»  who  was  eager  to  pass  over  to  Scotland  and  recruit 
his  forces  from  the  HighlandeiB  of  that  kingdom,  who  were 
already  enrolled,  under  the  banners  of  Giahame  of  Claverhouse, 
and  eagerly  awaiting  their  monaicb's  appearance.  London* 
deny  (originally  Derry,  but  re-named  on  being  re-peopled,  as 
above  recited,  unci*  i  t]iM  ]>atronage  of  a  London  company)  for 
months  stood  up  ainiost  alone  against  the  overwhelming  forces 
of  James,  :il)ly  led  by  Richard  Hamilton,  and  finally  by  Con- 
rad de  Boscn.  A  poorly  walled  town  of  perhaps  a  thousand 
houses,  ganisoned  by  a  few  drilled  soldiers,  and  three  or  four 
thousand  armed  citizens,  partly  fugitives  dhven  in  from  the 
surrounding  country,  who,  wretchedly  armed,  and  most  scantily 
provided  with  ammunitioTi,  eommnnded  for  weeks  by  a  traitor 
(Colonel  Lundy),  wlio  did  all  he  dared  to  betray  them  to  their 
enemies,  nevertheless  defied  the  most  desperate  efTorls  of  their 
besi^ers,  with  the  still  more  terrible  assaults  of  famine ;  and 
even  their' eowaidly  desertion  by  General  Kirke,  who  was 
sent  from  England  to  i-elieve  them  with  6,000  men  and  a 
supply  of  provisions,  but  who  recoiled  with  all  his  fleet  with- 
out even  seriously  attempting  to  snccor  the  famishing,  heroio 
diy.  Yet  the  sorely  disappointed  and  distressed  ProtestantsJ 
80  far  from  despairing,  resolved,  five  days  afterward,  that  no 
man,  on  penalty  of  death,  should  propose  a  surrender,  and 
fought  on,  eating  horses,  dogs,  cats,  rats,  salted  hides  and 
tallow,  while  scores  died  of  abeolute  starvation,  until  not  two 
days'  subsistence  remained,  or  only  nine  lean  horses  in  all, 
and  one  pint  of  meal  per  man,  when,  on  the  2^th  of  July, 
1690,  a  frigate  and  two  transports  ran  up  the  Foyle  past  the 
enemy's  batteries,  and,  sadly  peppered  and  cut  up,  anchored 
at  the  quay,  —  the  transport?^  laden  with  provisions. 

Of  7,500  men  enrolled  for  the  defence  at  the  outset,  but  4,300 
survived ;  and  one  Aiurth  of  these  were  disabled.  That  night 
James's  army  raised  the  siege,  in  wliich  they  had  lost  more 
than  8,000  men;  and  the  signal  defeat  of  their  monarch  by 
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Us  0Oii-in-law  in  the  battle  of  the  fioyne^  a  few  days  befove^ 

was  speedily  followed  by  the  utter  overthrow  and  expttkian 
of  the  former.  Londonderry  hu<I  saved  the  kingdom^  and 
aiabled  Williun  to  figlit  the  decisive  battle  under  anspioes 
far  more  favorable  than  if  James  had  been  allowed  to  croas 
into  Scotland,  and  add  ^e  Highland  clans  and  their  gieait 
leader  to  the  aimy  wherewith  he  struggled  f'(ji-  his  crown. 

A  quarter  of  a  century  had  elapecd.  Wiiliam  and  Maij 
were  dead ;  ao  was  their  sister  and  successor,  Anne ;  Oeoi^  1 
had  been  called  from  Hanover  to  the  throne ;  wliea  a  new 
migration  was  meditated  and  resolved  on  by  a  goodly  company 
of  the  **  Scotch-Irish  "  of  Londonderry  and  its  neighborhood 
They  wow?  iigi4  Presbyterians,  of  the  school  of  Knox;  the 
faith  and  observances  of  their  Celtic  neighbors  were  ex(  ood- 
ingly  repugnant  to  them,  and  tliose  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  by  law  establislied,  littl(3  less  so.  Acts  of  Uni- 
focmily  and  other  prelatical  devices  bore  hardly  upon  them; 
tiiey  resolved  to  seek  liomes  where  11'  v  would  enjoy  absolute 
religious  freedom.  Sending  out  to  New  England  a  young 
Mr.  Holmes  to  examine  and  inquire,  they  wc  i  inoited  by  his 
veport  to  take  the  decisive  step ;  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  four  Presbyterian  societies  (one  of  them  that  of  Holmes's 
liwther\  ivsolved  to  ero5Js  the  Atlantic  Early  in  1718  they  de- 
spatched HeT.  William  Boyd  with  an  address  toGoveznor  Slmte, 
of  Massachusetts,  signed  by  217  of  their  number,  of  whom 
210  attached  tlieir  names  in  fair,  legible  ohirography ;  nine  of 
them  being  cleig3micn .  The  Goveraof  s  rasponae  was  such  that 
the  colony^  on  reoeiying  it^  took  passn^n  on  fire  small  vessels, 
landing  at  Boston,  August  4, 1718.  Months  were  now  wasted 
in  seeking,  in  different  lands,  a  location, — the  ensuing  Winter 
being  passed  with  great  privation  and  suffering  by  twenty  fami- 
fiea  of  these  eacploters,  near  Falmouth,  now  Portland,  Maine, 
where  they  were  saved  fixjm  stai-ving  by  a  donation  of  one 
hundred  bnahels  of  Indian  meal  isom.  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
cral  Court 

Bat  Spring  at  length  opened.  The  oolonists,  returning  from 
Gasco  Baj,  diswtiiified  irith  their  experience  in  that  quarter. 
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entered  the  mouth  of  the  ^lerrimac,  and  ascended  it  to  Haver- 
hill; where  they  heani  of  an  inviting  tract  of  ^\'ildemess, 
known  as  NvJJldd,  Irom  the  abundance  of  its  indigenous 
chestnut,  butternut,  and  hickory  trees.  Leaving  their  families 
at  Haverhill,  the  men  visited  tliis  tract,  some  fifteen  miles 
northward;  and,  liaving  found  it  wonli  their  taking,  they 
located  thereon  their  grant  from  (  lovernor  Shute  of  any  twelve 
miles  square  of  imoccupied  hmd  which  they  should  select 
within  the  boundaries  of  his  colony,  —  to  find,  ultimately,  that 
their  Canaan  was  not  in  Massachusetts,  but  New  Hampsliire, 
and  their  grant,  consequently,  of  no  use.  As  many,  if  not 
most  of  them,  including  nearly  all  their  leaders,  had  borne 
part  in  the  defence  of  tlie  Protestant  stronghold  of  their  native 
land,  tliey,  in  memory  thereof,  discarded  the  name  of  Xntfield, 
and  were,  in  1722,  incorporated  under  that  of  Londonderry. 

Having  ha.«;tily  erected  a  few  huts  of  logs,  the  pioneers 
returned  to  HaverhiU  for  their  families ;  the  day  of  whose 
arrival  —  April  11  (old  style),  1719  —  is  regarded  as  that  on 
which  their  settlement  was  founded.  Eev.  James  McGregor, 
tlieir  chosen  pastor,  preached  (from  Isa.  xzxii.  2)  next  day, 
under  a  great  oak,  the  first  sermon  .ever  listened  to  in  that 
locality.  Wlien  he  ]iad  left  to  seek  his  family  in  Diacat,  but 
sixteen  sturdy  pioneers  and  their  families  temained ;  and 
these,  for  mutual  defence  against  Indians,  were  located  but 
thirty  rods  apart,  facing  a  brook ;  each  lot  being  a  mile  in 
depth,  or  sixty  acres  in  area.  But  two  stone  houses  of  lefiige^ 
in  case  of  attack,  were  soon  built,  affording  some  security 
against  savage  incursions ;  and  the  town  was  finally  laid  off 
into  lots,  each  sixty  rods  wide  on  the  load  it  fronted,  and  a 
mile  deep,  making  each  allotm^t  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  Such  were  the  dimensions  of  the  tract  on  "  the  High 
Range,"  allotted,  in  1721,  to  my  mother's  grandfather,  John 
Woodbum,  and  which  was  by  his  industry  transfomied  into 
the  farm  whereon  she  was  bom,  and  which  is  to  day  the 
property  of  her  youngest  and  only  surviving  brother,  John,* 

•  Sinot  (hb  wn  int  printed  Im  fan  dMiiMd,  ^ged  91;  but  dM  tern  da> 
mda  to  Us  munotou  cUldran. 
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now  uboat  70  yean  okL  The  first  framed  house,  wheiein  she 
was  bom,  was  superseded,  about  1800,  by  that  wherein  sha 
was  man  >  I  and  whence  I  first  went  to  school,  which  is  now 
the  femiljr  homeetead.  No  price  was  ever  paid  for  the  Wood- 
Vaxn  fmn,  nor  has  a  deed  of  it  ever  been  given. 

niough  the  infant  settlement  of  Londondeny  was  rapidly 
auiTTiit'iited,  not  only  by  the  fiocking  thither  of  the  original 
oolonista  (whose  sixteen  families  in  April  had  thus  been 
swelled  to  seventy  by  September),  hnt  by  oontinnous  acoea- 
aioiis  v»f  relatives  and  friends  firoro  the  old  countiy,  yet  brave 
men  long  ploughed  and  sowed  with  a  loaded  gun  standing  as 
handy  as  might  be>  and  with  a  sharp  eye  on  the  adjacent 
woods ;  and  they  never  went  to  "meeting*'  on  Sunday  witb- 
oat  canyintj:  tlieir  trusty  weapon,  first  seein^j;:  that  it  was  in 
good  order.  Nay,  t  heir  S2)iritual  teacher  and  guide  for  months 
regularly  entered  his  pulpit  musket  in  hand,  and,  having 
cocked  it  and  carefully  scnitinized  the  priming,  sat  it  down 
in  one  comer,  and  devoutly  addressed  himself  to  the  evep- 
living  God.  His  influence  with  the  Maiquis  de  Vaudieuil, 
then  I^pench  Governor  of  Oanada,  who  had  been  his  classmate 
at  college,  and  with  whom  he  still  maintained  a  friendly  coiv 
ve^ndence^  was  supposed  to  have  averted  ftom  his  charge  the 
savage  attacks  by  which  so  many  frontier  towns  were  desolated. 

1&.  McGregor  died  in  1729,  and  was  succeeded  by  Kev." 
Matthew  Clark,  a  patriarch  wfio  now  came  out  from  Ireland 
on  poxpose,  and  whose  memoiy  deserves  a  paragraph.  He 
never  ate  flesh,  but  said  nothing  on  the  subject ;  and  his  absti- 
nence was  regarded  as  an  idle  whim,  until  one  day  when  my 
gnat-grandmother  (his  niece,  as  I  remember),  then  a  young  girl 
and  an  inmate  of  his  house,  saw  tlie  pot  wherein  the  family 
dinner  was  cooking  boil  over  into  the  smaller  vessel  wherein 
was  boiling  his  frugal  mess  of  greens.  -  Supposing  this  of  no 
consequence,  she  said  nothing  until — the  family  being  seated 
at  the  table,  and  its  head  having  said  grace  and  in  ken  his 
first  moutliful  —  he  was  observed  to  foil  back  insensible  and 
apparently  dying.  Kecoyering  his  consciousness  after  a  few 
moments^  he  calmed  the  general  excitement  by  saying, "  It  is 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


22  JtECOiZBCnONS  OF  A  BUSY  LIFE. 

nothing  —  a  trifle  —  I  shall  be  well  directly  —  only  a  little 
the  water  from  your  meat  has  boiled  over  into  my  greena.** 
He  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the  famous  Siege,  wherein  he 
was  wounded  in  the  temple  by  a  ball,  which  injured  a  bone 
so  that  it  never  healed ;  and,  though  a  devoted  evangelist, 
could  never  forget  that  he  had  been  a  soldier.  Once,  while 
acting  as  Moderator  of  an  assembled  Presbytery,  the  music  of 
a  marchirif^  company  was  heard,,  when  his  attention  was 
wholly  absorbed  by  it  Being  repeatedly  called  to  give  heed 
to  the  grave  business  in  hand,  his  steady  reply  was,  "  Nae 
business  while  I  hear  the  roll  of  the  drum."  When  death 
came  to  him  at  sevenly-^lx  years  of  age,  and  after  forty  years 
of  blameless  ministry,  he  said  to  sympathizing  friends,  "I 
liave  a  last  request  which  nitist  not  be  deni^"  "  Wliat  is  it^ 
Fatlier  Clark  ? "  "  Let  mo  be  borne  to  my  rest  by  my  bit>ther 
aoldien  in  the  Siege,  and  let  them  fiie  a  parting  voUey  oyer 
my  grave  I"  The  military  parade  was  conceded ;  but^  accord- 
mrr  to  my  mother's  tradition,  the  volley,  though  promised,  waa 
withheld ;  it  being  deemed  indecorous  and  unsuitable  that  ao 
holy  a  man  should  be  indulged  in  a  dying  &eak  ao  unbe- 
coming hia  ^-^^thi  J 
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THE  current  notion  Ihut  the  Puritans  were  a  sour,  morose, 
ascetic  people  —  objecting,  as  Macaulay  says,  to  bear- 
baiting,  not  t^at  it  f^'ave  ])aiii  to  the  l>ear,  but  that  it  <^d\e 
pleasure  to  the  sjiectator  —  is  not  justified  by  my  recoUectioua, 
nor  by  the  traditions  lianded  (h)\\  n  through  my  mother.  The 
pioneers  of  Londonderry  were  so  thoroughly  Puritan  that, 
while  their  orii^inal  framed  and  \vi  ll-built  meeting-house  was 
liuiohed  and  occupied  in  the  third  year  of  tlie  settlement, 
when  thert;  were  none  other  but  log  huts  in  the  townsliip, 
nearly  a  century  elapsed  before  any  other  than  a  Presliyteriau 
or  Orthodox  Congregational  sermon  wius  j)reached  therein,  and 
nobody  that  wan  anybody  adliered  to  any  rival  church,  down 
to  a  period  within  tlie  memory  of  persons  still  In  mg.  "  The 
Westminster  67ifr/tr  Catechism" — a  rather  tou</h  dij^est  of 
Calvinistic  tlieologv,  which  aroused  my  inl.Lniile  wonder  as 
to  what  a  dreadful  bore  its  longer  counterpart  must  be  —  was, 
within  njy  experience,  regularly  administered  to  us  young- 
sters once  a  week,  as  a  portion  of  our  common-school  regimen  ; 
and  we  were  required  to  ailirni  that  "  Clod  having,  out  of  his 
mere  good  ])leasure,  from  all  eternity,  elected  some  to  ever- 
hkjting  life,"  ^v.,  &c.,  as  though  it  were  next  of  kin  to  tho 
proposition  that  two  and  two  make  four.  If  there  wius  any- 
where a  community  strictly,  th(jroughly  Puritan,  such  was 
Londonderry  down  to  at  least  1800,  as  she  mainly  is  to-day. 
AikI  ye't  there  was  nK)re  humor,  more  play,  more  fun,  more 
merrum  lit,  in  that  Puritan  community,  than  can  be  found 
anywhere  m  this  aujdous,  plodding  age.    All  were  measurably 
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poor,  yet  seldom,  were  any  hungry ;  aU  wore  coazae  clothes^ 
mode  in  utter  contempt  of  the  fashions  which,  in  the  cbmse 
of  three  or  four  years,  had  made  their  way  from  Paris  to 
Boston;  yet  lads  and  lasses  were  as  comely  in  each  othei^s 
eyes,  though  dad  in  ooane  homespun,  as  if  they  had  heen  ar- 
rayed in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  redolent  of  lavender  and 
patchouli:  and  they  danced  with  each  other  through  long 
winter  nights  with  a  vigor  and  zest  nurely  evinced  at  Almack's 
or  in  Fifth  Avenue  mansions.  Their  weddings  were  far  more 
numerously  attended  and  mora  expensive  than  are  the  average 
in  our  day ;  for  not  to  be  invited  was  an  aflfront,  as  it  implied 
discredit  or  insignificance ;  and  all  who  were  invited  expected 
to  eat  and  drink  bountifully  of  the  best  that  couM  be  had. 
A  general  discharge  of  musketry  throughout  tJie  neighbor- 
hood ushered  in  a  wedding-day ;  and  the  bridegroom's  party, 
starting  from  his  house,  was  met  by  the  bride's  at  a  point  half- 
way to  hers,  when  one  of  each  party  was  chosen  to  *run  for 
the  bottle  "  to  the  bride's  house ;  and  whichever  won  the  race 
returned  with  the  prize  to  the  waiting  assembly;  which, 
having  drunk  all  around,  proceeded,  under  a  dropping  fire  of 
.musketiy,  to  their  destination ;  where — the  ceremony  ha\nng 
been  duly  performed — drinking  was  resumed,  and  continued, 
with  altonate  feasting  and  dancing,  often  till  broad  daylight 
Nor  was  this  the  worst  Our  ancestors  had  somehow  caught 
from  their  Celtic  neighbors,  in  the  old  countiy,  despite  their 
general  antipathy,  the  infection  of  "wakes" ;  and  the  house 
in  which  lay  a  corpse  awaiting  burial  was  often  filled  through 
the  night  with  sympathizing  friends,  who,  after  due  religions 
observances,  proceeded  to  drown  their  sorrow  in  the  strong 
drink  supplied  in  abundance,  whereby  strange  transformations 
were  sometimes  wrought  from  plaintive  grief  to  exuberant, 
and  even  boisterous,  hilarity.  Funerals  were  attended  by 
neariy  everyone  who  seasonably  heard  of  them,  and  all  would 
have  felt  insulted  if  not  asked  to  drink  at  least  twice ;  while 
those  who  walked  to  the  grave  were  entitled  by  usage  to  a 
third  glass,  and  at  least  a  lunch,  on  their  return.  As  none 
ware  yet  rich,  while  many  were  quite  poor  on  their  airivaV 
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many  femilies  weie  abeolutely  impoverished  by  the  expenm 
tmposed  on  them  by  the  fimeiBl  of  a  deceased  member;  vhOs^ 
if  a  wedding  and  a  fimeral  occmied  within  a  few  months  in 
a  houaehoM,  it  could  haidly  escape  rain.  Happily,  living  in 
frugal  plenty,  almost  wholly  on  their  own  produetB,  spending 
mnch  of  th^  time  in  vigorous  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and 
having  bnt  one  doctoar  within  call,  tiiey  had  great  tenacity  of 
life;  so  that  funerals  were  few  and  &r  between. 

The  pioneeis  of  Londondeny  biou^t  with  them  the  Potato, 
which,  despite  its  American  origin,  was  haidly  known  in  New 
England  till  they  introduced  it  from  Ireland,  where  it  had 
already  taken  root  and  flourished.  Some  of  them,  having 
spent  their  first  winter  in  America  in  a  nei^boring  settle- 
ment of  Massachusetts,  planted  there  a  few  of  the  valued 
tuhere,  which  were  duly  tended  by  those  to  whom  they  were 
left;  but,  the  plants  being  matured,  ^Sxesj  gathered  the  seed* 
balls  from  the  stalks  and  tried  to  cook  them  into  edibility; 
but  by  no  boiling,  baking,  or  roasting  could  they  render  th^ 
palatable ;  and  they  gave  it  up  that  those  .Scotdi-Irish  had 
unaccountable  tastes. 

Kezt  Spring,  however,  when  the  garden  was  duly  ploughed, 
the  laig^,  fiur  "  murphies  "  were  rolkd  out  in  generous  ablm- 
dance,  and,  being  dubiously  tasted,  weie  pronounced  quite 
endurable.  like  too  many  ignorant  people,  these  novices  in 
potato-eating  had  b^gun  at  the  wrong  end.  They  could  never 
have  made  ikis  mistake  in  Londonderry ;  yet  it  is  related  that 
the  firat  pound  of  tea  ever  seen  there  was  received  as  a  present 
from  a  Boston  friend,  and,  being  duly  boiled  as  a  vegetaUe, 
and  served  up  as  "  greens,"  was  unanimously  pronounced  de- 
testable, and  pitched  out  of  doom. 

Flaxseed  was  brought  from  Ireland  by  the  pioneera ;  and 
the  growth  of  flax  and  production  of  linen  early  became  im- 
portant elements  of  the  industry  and  trade  of  Londondeny, 
though  every  operation,  from  the  sowing  of  the  seed  to  the 
blaaching  of  the  cloth,  was  efl^ected  by  the  simplest  manual 
labor;  and  I  can  personally  testify  that  "breaking  flax,"  in 
the  bad,  old  way,iB  the  most  execrably  hard  work  to  which  a 
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young  bo7  can  be  set  A  skilful,  reaolute  man  coold  hudly 
make  laboror^s  wages  «t  it  now,  if  the  taw  inaterial  were  given 
him.  When  the  matrons  of  the  town  had  a  neighborhood 
gathering,  —  tea,  like  coffee,  being  then  happily  unknown,— 
flach  to(^  her  "little  wheel"  under  her  arm  to  the  house 
whereto  she  had  been  invited,  and  the  flow  of  conversation 
and  gossip  ran  on  for  liuure  to  a  constant  "wliir,  whir"  of 
swiftly  flyii^  wheels.  Whitney's  Cotton  Gin  and  Arkwright's 
Spinnixig  Jenny  have  long  since  dismissed  those  wheels  to 
the  moles  and  the  bats ;  1at,  so  late  as  1810,  my  mothef  spun 
and  wove  a  goodly  roll  of  linen  from  the  flax  grown  on  oar 
fium,  bleaching  it  -to  adequate  whiteness  by  spreading  it  on 
the  aftermath  of  a  meadow,  and  watecii^  it  thrice  per  da./ 
from  a  sprinkling-pot. 

Poor  folks  have  their  vanities  as  well  as  the  rich.  Most  of 
the  pioneers  had  been  small  farmers  or  artificers  "  at  home  " ; 
and  the  mde  log  huts,  which  were  at  first  inevitable,  seemed  to 
many  good  wives  to  involve  a  sacrifice,  not  only  of  comfort^  but 
of  social  standing.  Hence  it  is  related  of  the  Monisons,  who 
were  among  the  first  settlers,  that  the  good  dame  remons^ted 
against  the  contemplated  homestead  until  assured  that  there 
was  no  help  for  it,  when  she  acquiescingly  entreated :  *'A-wee], 
a-weel,  dear  John,  if  it  maim  (must)  be  a  log-house,  mok$  U  « 
log  heegJver  nor  the  lan/e"  (a  log  higher  that  the  test). 

The  settlers  knew  that  their  homespun  gannents  (often  of 
tow)  contrasted  strongly  with  the  trim,  dapper  apparel  of  the  ' 
polished  denizens  of  more  refined  oommunities;  but  th^ 
were  not  thereby  disconcerted.  Though  Bums  had  not  yet 
strung  his  immortal  lyre,  his  spirit  so  flooded  their  leg-eabins 
that  he  would  have  been  welcomed  and  understood  in  any  of 
them,  but  would  have  excited  surprise  in  none.  Thus  it  is 
lelated  of  the  Bey.  Matthew  .Clark,  already  mentioned,  that^ 
among  the  audience  in  attendance  on  his  ministratio&s  was 
onoe  a  young  Britisli  military  officer,  whose  scarlet  uniform 
fkr  outshone  any  rival  habiliments,  and  so  fixed  the  gaze  of 
the  young  damsels  present^  that  the  wearer,  enjoying  the  im- 
pression he  was  making,  not  only  stood  through  the  prayer 
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wiHi  the  JoA,  bat  temained  standizig  after  eU  otheiB  had  iait 
dowD»  until  the  pasfcdr  had  pnxseeded  for  some  time  witfi  his 
eennoD.  At  length,  noticiiig  a  divided  attention  and  its  canae, 
tiie  minister  stopped,  kid  adde  his  aennon,  and,  addieaamg  hie 
new  hearer,  eaid :  "  Ye  Ve  a  btaw  (bmve)  lad ;  ye  ha'e  a  biaw 
aoit  of  daithea,  and  we  ha'e  a'  seen  them ;  ye  may  sit  doon." 
Hie  lientenant  diopped  as  if  shot^  and  the  sennon  was  le- 
somed  and  oondtided  as  thongpb  it  had  not  been  intetrupted. 

Bev.  £.  L  Ftekef  s  "  History  of  Londondeny/'  to  which  I  am 
indsbfeed  for  many  fieustSt  gives  the  following  specimen  of  Mr. 
dark's  pulpit  effinrts.  His  theme  was  Betet^s  aasurance  that^ 
though  all  others  shoold  foraake  his  Divine  Master,  never 
would ;  and  this  was  a  part  of  his  commentaiy : — 

''Just  like  Peter — aye  mair  fonit  (forwud)  than  wise; 
ganging  swaggering  aboot  wi*  a  sword  at  his  side ;  an'  a  puir 
ban'  he  mad*  o'  it  when  he  cam'  to  the  trial;  for  he  only  cut  < 
off  a  chiel's  lug  (ear) ;  on'  As  ou^A<  to  ha*  tgplU  doun  M  | 

This  was  a  gpbam  of  the  qdiit  evoked  in  the  Si^  of 
Deny. 

I  fear  I  have  nowise  portrayed  the  perfect  minglhig  of 
humor  and  piety  in  the  prevalent  type  of  our  Scofcchrliish 
pioneers^ — aJl  of  them  baptised  in  in&ncy,  and  growing  up 
devoted  membeiB  of  th^  church, — all  hearing  the  BiUe  read, 
a  hymn  sung  and  a  prayer  offered,  each  morning  at  the  funily 
fireside,  and  these  exercises  repeated  at  nighty  so  uniformly, 
that  one  of  the  early  pastors,  having  leamed  that  a  parishioner 
had  retired  without  invoking  the  throne  of  grace,  forthwith 
lepured  to  his  dwelling,  called  up  the  delinquent  and  his 
&mi]y,  made  them  kneel  and  renew  their  devotions,  and  did 
not  leave  till  they  were  finished ;  and  yet  there  was  never  a 
people  who  bved  play  better,  or  gave  it  more  attention,  than 
these.  House-iaiaings,  com-huskings,  and  all  manner  of  ez- 
coses  for  festive  merry-making,  were  Sequent,  and  generally 
improved;  games  requiring  strength,  rather  than  skill,  espe- 
daUy  wrestling  (with,  I  grieve  to  say,  some  boxing),  were 
&vorite  pastimes ;  and  it  is  recorded  ofthe  pioneers  of  Peters 
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borough,  N.  If , —  one  of  tbeaeveral  swarms  sent  out  by  the 
parent  hive  in  Londondeny, —  that,  having  cut  each  his  hole 
in  the  great  wooda>  and  xeaied  his  log-cabin,  a  mr^tin^^:  was 
called  to  fonu  a  church,  and  generally  attended.  The  object 
having  been  dnly  set  forth,  some  one  started  the  cavU :  "  I 
fear  we  aie  soeh  a  rough  set — so  given  to  frolic  and  drink  — 
that  we  are  not  good  enough  to  constitute  a  church" ;  Imt  he 
was  instantly  silenced  by  another,  who,  hke  a  true  Calvinist, 
obsen  ed :  **  Mr.  Moderator,  if  it  be  the  Lord's  will  that  He 
should  have  a  church  in  Peterborough,  I  am  sure  He  will  be 
willing  to  have  it  made  rxj^  of  such  materials  as  there  are." 

Soit  WBA. 


The  present  township  of  Londondeny  embraoes  hut  a  6ao> 
tion  of  the  original  town,  whose  144  square  miles  have  been 
sliced  away  to  fonn  the  several  town^ps  of  Deny,  Wind- 
bam,  and  parts  of  o&ers,  until  it  now  probably  contains  less 
than  forty  square  miles.  Though  a  railroad  now  crosses  it^  and 
accords  it  a  station,  it  has  no  considerable  village,  no  lawyer 
(I  believe) ;  its  people  nearly  all  live  by  fimning,  and  own 
the  land  they  cultivate;  three  fourths  of  them  were  bom 
where  they  live^  and  there  expect  to  die.  Some  ftmilies  of 
English  lineage  have  gradually  taken  root  among  them;  but 
they  aie  still  msinly  of  the  original  Scotch-Irish  stock,  and 
even  Celtic  or  German  "help"  is  scarcely  known  to  them. 
Simple,  moral,  diligent^  God-fearing,  the  vices  of  modem  civ- 
ilization have  scarcely  penetrated  their  quiet  homes;  and, 
while  those  who  with  pride  trace  their  origin  to  the  old  set- 
tlement are  numbered  by  thousands^  and  scattered  all  over 
our  broad  land,  I  doubt  whether  the  present  population  of 
Londonderry  exceeds  in  numbw  that  which  tilled  her  fields^ 
and  hunted  through  her  woods,  fifty  to  sixty  years  agoc 


* 


Digitized  by  Google 


III. 


"THE  TIMES  THAT  TRIED  MEN'S  SOUIA" 

THE  Seotcli-Irish  founders  of  cmr  Loiidoinlerry  iiidi^imnlly 
esrliewed  tlin  cliaracterization  of  "  Irish,"  which  Wiis 
sometiiiios  iiuilicioiisly,  luit  ofteiior  i;.;norantiy,  applied  to 
them;  stoutly  insist inj;  that,  as  stanch  Protestants  and 
zealous  upholders  of  the  ITauoverifin  sucressiou,  thoy  should 
not  be  confounded  witli  the  savagt;  and  iutraetahlo  Celtic 
Papists  who  were  indi;4('nous  to  Trelaiitl.  Devoted  loyalty 
was  their  pride  and  ]»nast,  and  was  usefully  evinced  in  the 
"Old  French  War,"  wliich  lasted  from  1756  to  ITGo,  and 
effected  a  transfer  of  the  Canadas  from  France  to  Great  I'ritain  ; 
yet  the  British  assumption,  directly  thereafter,  of  a  right  to 
impose  taxes  on  the  Colonies,  without  tlieir  consent,  wai^  here 
early,  promptly,  zealously,  |iersistently  resisted  ;  and  tlie  ti- 
dings that  Colonial  blood  had  been  shed  by  British  soldiers  at 
T/»xiii^4on,  Mass.,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  operated  like 
an  electric  shock  on  this  rural,  peaee-loviufr  community. 
Teu  minutes  after  receiving  it,  John  Stat^K  —  wlio  had  .served 
with  distinction  in  tlie  recent  French  war- — stopjied  the  saw- 
mill in  which  he  was  at  work,  mounted  his  horsu,  and  rode  off 
to  Candiridge,  leaving  directions  for  his  neighbors  to  muster 
and  follow.  Tlie  two  companies  of  Londonderry'  militia  were 
immediately  assendjled,  and,  though  niaiiv  h;id  alreadv  has- 
tened  to  the  scene  of  aetion,  a  full  com}):iny  —  the  best  bhiod 
of  the  township  —  volunteered,  choosing,'  Georok  PkeT)  their 
captain.  Six  days  after  t  he  Tx»xin^toii  fray,  the  two  thousand 
New  Hampshire  men  now  conlVoritinif  Ceiienil  Gage  were 
oi^giuu^ed  by  the  couveatiozi  sitting  at  Jblxeter  into  two  regi- 
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ments,  with  Stark  and  Beed  as  their  respective  oolonek. 
Another  regiment  from  this  thinly  peopled  colony  iros  BOOH 
fomied,  ander  Colonel  Poor;  but  the  left  wing  of  our  army; 
stationed  near  Medibrd,  was  coTn]>osed  of  the  two  regiments 
commanded  by  londondeny  colonels;  and  these,  under  Stark 
and  Heed,  were  soon  depntod  to  join  the  Connecticut  men 
under  Putnam,  and  a  Massachusetts  regiment  imder  Prescott^ 
in  throwing  up  and  holding  the  breastwork  on  Bunker's  or 
Breed's  Hill,  in  Charlestown,  which  the  BritiBh  assailed  next 
day  with  such  memorable  consequences,  Londonderry  had 
1150  men  behind  those  slight  defences.  In  the  struggle  for 
this  position,  the  New  Hampshire  men  lost  19  killed  and  74 
wounded. 

The  three  New  Hampshire  regiments  were  detached  ttom 
Wasliiuj^ton's  army  to  swell  that  which,  in  1776,  was  organ- 
ized in  this  State,  under  Greneial  SuUivan,  for  the  ooaqnest  of 
Canada ;  but  which,  having  invaded  that  Province,  by  way  of 
the  Hudson  and  Lake  Champlain,  found  itself  outnumbered 
and  compelled  to  retreat  to  Ticonderoga,  losing  a  third  of  its 
number  by  sickness,  privation,  and  exposure.  Bejoining  Gen- 
eral Washington,  Stark's  r^;iment  was  conspicuous  in  tbe 
brilliant  affair  at  Trenton,  where  it  had  the  admemoe,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  Buoceeding  actions  at  Princeton  and  at  Spring-  * 
field,  N.  J. 

In  the  list  of  promotions  made  by  Congress  next  Spring; 

Stark's  name  did  not  appear ;  whereupon,  he  promptly  and 
indignantly  resigned.  But,  on  the  alarm  of  Burgoyne's  inva- 
sion from  Canada,  soon  afterward,  a  fresh  appeal  to  the  pa^- 
triotism  of  the  people  was  made  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
New  Hampshire;  when  Londonderry  raised  another  company 
of  seventy  men,  besides  contributing  liberally  to  esdsting 
organizations.  In  feet,  there  was  nearly  a  levy  en  masse  of 
the  able-bodied  men  of  this  State  and  the  debatable  lands 
now  known  as  Vermont.  Stark  was  asked  to  take  command 
of  the  new  militia,  and  did  so;  stipulating  only  that  he 
should  not  be  snVx  )rdinate  to  any  other  commander.  Hence,  he 
refused  to  obey  General  Schuylei^s  order  to  advance  to  and 
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cross  the  Hudson,  gi\4sg  excellent  reasons  therefor ;  but>  re- 
maining within  the  teiritoiy  his  men  were  called  out  to  pro* 
tect,  he  fought  and  won —  Aug.  26, 1777 — the  brilliant  battle 
of  BenningtOD,  routing  and  kinin^:^  Colonel  Baum,  the  Hessian 
commander,  and  taking  five  hundred  prisoners.  His  speech 
to  his  troops,  on  the  brink  of  engaging, ran  substantial  1^  \hM^: 
"Boys,  you  see  them  Hessians.  Xing  Qeoige  gave  £4  7$.  6d. 
apiece  for  'em.  I  reckon  we  are  worth  more,  and  will  prove  it 
diiectly.  If  not,  Molly  Stark  sleeps  a  widow  to-night  I"  Tliere 
haTe  been  more  elegant  and  far  longer  speechies;  bat  this 
went  as  straight  to  its  mark  as  a  buUct. 

Tlie  danger  to  his  State  having  thus  been  averted,  Stark 
hastened  to  join  General  Gates  on  the  Hudson,  was  in  the 
council  which  fixed  the  terms  of  Burgoyne's  surrender,  and 
was  soon  thereafter  restored  to  position  in  the  Continental, 
line, — Congress  making  repai-ation  for  its  oversight  by  pub- 
licly thanking  him  for  his  victory  at  Bennington,  and  ap* 
pointing  him  a  Brigadier-General  in  the  regular  service.  He 
remained  in  the  army  till  the  close  of  the  war,  and  lived 
forty  years  thereafter, — dying  May  8, 1822,  in  his  ninety- 
lofurth  year. 

Coloni'l  Teed,  though  not  awarded  his  rank  in  the  Conti- 
nental line,  also  sen  (  (1  through  the  war,— taking  part  in  the 
battles  of  Long  Island,  White  Plains,  Trenton,  Saratoga,  Still- 
water, Brandywine,  Germantown,  and  in  Sullivan's  Indian 
eocpeditioii.  Having  at  length  risen  to  a  Continental  colonelcy, 
he  was  In  command  at  Albany  in  1782,  when  he  was  fieiyored 
with  several  letters  from  Washington,  of  whose  militaiy  and 
pilitic;il  (>liaracter  he  was  cveiTOore  a  passionate  admirer. 
Ha\'ing  left  his  family  in  haste,  on  the  tidings  of  the  first 
shot,  he  paid  it  but  two  or  three  hurried  visits  in  midwinter 
till  honorably  mustered  out  of  service  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  the  Summer  of  1783.  Meantime  his  wife,  Mary,  sister 
of  nay  giandfiUher  Woodbum,  was  the  ruler  of  his  household, 
the  manager  of  his  farm  and  business,  and  the  sharer  in  full 
measure  of  his  fervid,  unwearying  patriotism.  lie  lived  to 
fill  sereial  puUic  stations,  including  those  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
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eral  and  jSheriff  of  his  county ;  dyinir  in  1815,  aged  eighty-two 
years.  His  w  ile  siirvived  lum;  dying  in  1823,  at  the  ripd 
age  of  t'iglity-eight. 

Nev<*r  was  a  war  more  essentially  popular  than  that  waged 
in  sii|iport  of  American  Independence,  luid  never  were  the 
issues  involved  more  thoroughly  debated  or  luoie  clearly 
imderstood  by  a  peo^de.  Congress  liaving,  early  in  1776, 
requested  the  authoritici?  of  each  township  to  ascertain  and 
to  disarm  all  jxrsons  "who  are  notoriously  disaffected  to  the 
cause  of  America, "  the  selectmen  of  Londonderry  reported  the 
names  of  374  adult  males  in  that  town  who  had  severally 
signed  the  following  pledge :  — 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  solemnly  en^ngc  and  promise 
that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  i)o\ver,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  with  arms,  opjioso  the  hostde  prorcfdinj^^  of  the 
British  fleets  and  armies  against  the  United  Americuu  Coluuies." 

Of  course,  those  who  had  already  enlisted,  and  were  then 
absent  in  the  Continental  service,  should  be  added  to  the 
above  list,  raising  it  nearly  to  five  hundred;  wliile  barely  fifteen 
men  in  that  entire  community  refused  to  sign.  Several 
**  Tories,"  however,  had  already  left,  finding  the  place  too  hot 
for  them :  among  them.  Major  liobert  Rogers,  of  the  "  llan- 
ger??."  rai!=;ed  in  17nri,  who  had  ser\'ed  with  distinction  throut^h- 
out  the  French  war ;  but  who  now,  taking  the  wrong  side,  was 
proscribed,  and  fled  to  England,  where  he  died.  Colonel 
Steplien  Holland,  who  had  been  one  of  the  most  eminent  and 
popular  citizens,  and  had  held  several  important  pubbc  trusts, 
after  concealing  and  denying  his  Toryism  so  long  as  he  could, 
finally  pioclaimed  it  by  lluemg  to  General  Gage  at  Boston; 
whereupon  his  property  was  confiscated.  Nowhere  was  Tory- 
ism more  execrated ;  and  the  suggestion  in  the  Treaty  of 
Paris  that  the  Loyalists  should  be  permitted  to  return  to  the 
conmiunities  they  had,  serve  the  king,  deserted,  was  unani- 
mously scouted  and  defied  in  full  town  meeting. 

Dr.  Matthew  Thornton,  whose  name  heads  the  list  of  signers 
to  the  pledge  aforesaid,  soon  afterward  afiixed  his  signature  to 
the  immoital  Declaiation  of  American  Independence.  He 
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was  liorn  in  Ireland  in  1714,  but  brought  over  when  but 
three  vpnrs  old;  early  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Ix^nd()in.icin^  and  steadily  rose  to  est^'em  and  competence. 
He  wa^  a  surgeon  of  the  New  Ilarnjjshire  forces  in  the  e\'j>e- 
ditiou  a«^ainst  Cape  Breton,  in  1745,  and  was  a  colonel  of 
militia  at  the  breaking  out  nf  the  Kevolution.  He  whs  l^njsi- 
dent  of  tliG  first  Provincial  Convention  assenil»led  m  New 
Hampshire  after  tlie  icLii'ement  of  the  royal  Covernor  Went- 
"wurth,  and  was  chosen  by  it  a  delegate  to  Congics,?,  in  which 
he  did  not  take  his  seat  till  Novemlter,  1776,  wlir^n  —  though 
it  wa.s  tlu»  darkest  hour  of  the  stniggle  —  he  nt  <  noe  signed  t  he 
Declaration.  After  peace  was  restored,  though  no  lawyer,  he 
wns  chosen  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  afterward 
Chief-Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas.  He  died  in  X^\}6,  a^ed 
eighty-nine. 

From  first  to  last,  Londonderry  furnished  347  soldiers  to 
the  Revolutionary  armies,  while  her  whole  number  of  adult 
males  cannot,  as  we  have  se^n,  have  much  exceeded  500. 
Some  of  these  ser\'ed  but  for  shoit  terms ;  yet,  after  making 
every  deductiou,  tliis  record,  from  a  purely  rural  township, 
whose  youth  Imd  for  forty  years  been  constantly  drawn  away 
tu  pioneer  new  settlements,  not  only  in  ditierent  ]iarts  of 
New  Hampsliire,  but  in  Londonderry  and  Windham,  Vermont, 
TnirOi  Nova  Scotia,  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y.,  &c  ,  i^-p..,  is  one 
wliirh  her  children  have  a  right  to  regard  witli  aHeutionate 
pride.  And  not  f>nly  were  town  bounties  —  liberal,  crmsidering 
the  value  of  money  in  tliose  days  —  paid  to  her  AMjlunteeis,  but 
their  families  were  shielded  from  want  liy  the  pn.tvideiit  care 
of  her  autliorities  and  people.  Food  was  scarce  and  dear; 
clothing  was  scarcer  and  dearer ;  but  those  who  fought  their 
country's  battles  were  consoleil  by  the  thought  that,  whatever 
might  befall  them,  their  waives  and  littlfe  ones  sliouM  not 
famish  or  freeze  while  bread  or  cloth  remained.  And,  when 
independence  and  peace  were  at  length  achieved,  it  was  a 
proud  reflection  that  they  had  been  won  by  the  constancy  and 
devoUoSy  not  of  a  class  or  a  portion,  but  of  the  entn-e  people. 
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THREE  bidihen  named  QTBekgr  (apelled  five  different 
vays)  migrated  to  Anwirifia  in  1640.  One  settled  in 
Ma]ne»  where  he  has  many  Hying  deeoendante ;  another  in 
Bhode  Idaod,  where  he  eoon  died;  a  third  in  SaliahuiT;  Mase., 
near  the  aonth  line  of  New  Hampshire,  into  which  his  de* 
soendants  soon  migrated,  if  he  did  not  One  laige  fiunilf 
of  them  hail  from  Gilmanton;  another,  to  whom  I  ftm  less 
remotely  related,  ficom  WQton;  n^  own  great-grand&tiier 
(named  Zaochens,  as  was  his  son  my  grandilither,  and  Act  son 
my  fether)  lived  in  or  on  the  vage  of  Londondeny,  in  what 
was  in  my  joxxSk  Nottingham-West^  and  is  now  HndsoOt 
acnes  the  Merrimoc  fro^i  Nashua  (which  was  then  Dunstable 
or  nothing).  I  never  heaid  of  a  Woodbum  of  onr  stock  who 
was  not  a  iarmer;  bat  the  Greeleys  of  onr  dan,  while  mainly 
fiumers,  are  in  part  blacksmiths  Some  of  them  have  m  Uiis 
oentoiy  engaged  in  trade,  and  are  presumed  to  have  acquired 
oonsidemble  property;  bat  these  are  not  of  the  tribe  of  Zae- 
eheusu 

My  grand&ther  Greeky  was  a  most  excellent,  though  never 
a  thrifty  citizen.  Kind,  mild,  easy-going,  honest,  and  unam- 
bitious, he  married  young,  snd  reared  a  ihmOy  of  thirteen, — 
nine  sons  and  four  daughters, — of  whom  he  who  died  youngest 
was  thirty  yean  old ;  while  a  nugority  lived  to  be  seventy, 
and  tiiree  are  yet  living, — at  least  two  of  tiiem  having  seen 
more  than  eighty  summeis. 

So  many  childran  in  the  house  of  a  poor  and  by  no  means 
diiTiiig  fanner,  in  an  age  when  food  and  doth  cost  twice  the 
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labor  th^  mm  do,  made  economy  xather  a  neoeeeify  than  a 
virtue ;  but  I  pierame  none  of  tboee  ohildien  ever  sufifored 
protmctodly  from  Iranger,  vhile  aU  of  them  obtained  each 
edfication  aa  iras  aflbtded  by  the  common  acfaools  of  aiztj  to 
eighty  yean  ago;  or,  if  not,  the  iiralt  was  their  own.  StiU, 
the  Bchool-hooaea  were  ruder  and  rarer,  the  teachem  leaa  com- 
petent, and  the  terms  mneh  shorter,  tiban  novr;  while  attend- 
ance was  quite  inegolar*  beiog  suspended  on  dight  pzetezts; 
80  that  I  have  heard  my  fiather  say  that  his  wiutei^s  schooling 
aftsr  he  came  of  age — when  for  three  months  he  hired  his 
board,  attended  constantly,  and  stadied  diligently — was  worth 
mote  to  him  than  all  that  preceded  it 

My  grandfalher  owned  and  worked  small  farms  saocessively 
in  Hudson,  Belham,  Nottingham,  and  Londondeiry,  and  was 
living  in  the  latter  town  for  a  second  or  third  time  when,  on 
the  deatii  of  his  wifo^  when  he  was  abont  seveniy-five  years 
old,  he  sold  oal^  and  went  to  spend  his  remaining  days  with 
his  son  Gilbert,  Ihnng  in  Manchester;  bot^  that  son  dying 
before  him,  he  found  a  home  thenceforth  in  Londonderry, 
with  his  older  son  John,  whose  farm  all  bnt  joins  that  of  the 
Woodbnms  in  "the  High  Bange," — the  respective  houses 
being  bnt  a  hnndred  rods  apart, — and  hev^  in  his  fiilness  of 
days,  he  died,  aged  ninefy-four.  (My  grandfather  W^oodbom 
had  died  at  eighty-five,  nearly  thirty  years  before.)  A  de- 
voted, consistent,  life-kng  Christian, — originally  of  the  Bap- 
tist, bat  nltimately  of  the  Methodist  persoasion, — ezemplaiy 
in  deportment  and  blameless  in  life,  I  do  not  belieye  that  my 
grandfather  Greeley  ever  made  an  enemy;  and,  while  he 
never  held  an  office,  and  his  property  was  probably  at  no  time 
wwrth  $2,000,  and  genersUy  ranged  from  $1,000  to  sero,  I 
think  few  men  were  ever  more  sincerely  fnd  generally  es- 
teemed tiian  he  by  those  who  knew  Imn. 

My  &ther — manied  at  twenty-five  to  Mary  Woodbom, 
aged  nineteen — went  first  to  live  with  his  father,  whose  farm 
he  was  to  work,  and  inherit^  sapporting  the  old  folks  and 
their  still  nnmeroos  miiior  children ;  but  he  soon  tired  of  this, 
and  seceded ;  m^rating  to  and  porchssing  the  frim  whereon 
sk  of  his  seven  children  were  born. 
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The  nld  road  to  Amherst  from  the  Mernmac,  at  what  in 
my  childliood  waa  AmoskiBOg  faUs,  cross^  a  xickBly 
old  bridge,  with  but  two  or  thiee  Bous^  in  si^t,  and  is  nxrw 
the  marnifacturing  city  of  Manchester,  witli  twenty-five  thou- 
sand inbabitanta,  pa^es  through  tha  little  village  of  fiscataF 
qnoag,  near  the  mouth  of  the  orock  of  like  name ;  thence 
tbionigh  the  township  and  village  of  Bedford,  and,  zigzagging 
over  tlie  gentler  liiUs,  descends,  when  about  five  miles  irom 
"Amherst  Plain,"  or  village,  and  just  on  the  verge  of  the 
township,  into  the  deep  valley  of  a  biook,  not  yet  quite  large 
enough  fbir  a  miU-efcreanL  (Ihe  road  now  tiaveUed  is  far 
smoother  and  T)ettcr,  and  paasea  a  mile  or  two  southward  of 
tiie  old  one.)  The  Stewart  fum,**  of  some  forty  acres  (en- 
larged by  my  father  to  fifty),  covets  the  hillside  and  meadow 
north  of  the  road,  with  a  few  acres  south  of  it,  and  lies  partly 
in  Bedford,  but  mainly  in  Amherst  The  soil  is  a  gravelly 
loam,  generally  strong,  but  hard  and  rooky;  glass,  heavy  at 
first,  "binds  out**  the  third  or  fourth  year,  when  the  land 
mnst  be  broken  up,  manmed,  tilled,  and  seeded  down  again; 
and  a  breakin^-up  team,  in  my  eady  boyhood,  was  made  up 
of  four  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  hoise,  whereby  an  acre  per  day 
was  seldom  ploughed.  Across  the  brook  were  two  or  three 
little  knolls,  of  an  acre  or  so  eaeh,  in  good  part  composed  of 
watcr-wom  pebbles,— the  d^hris  of  I  know  not  what  f&ntedi* 
Invian  commotion  and  collision  of  glacis  and  marine  cur- 
rents,—  which,  when  dnfy  fertilized  and  tilled,  produced 
fieely  of  com  or  potatoes;  but  which,  being  laid  down  to 
grass,  ntfeeity  refused  to  respond,  deeming  itself  better  ad^ited 
to  the  growth  of  soirel,  ttilk-weed,  or  mnlkin.  The  potato 
yielded  more  bounteously  then  than  it  does  now,  and  was 
fieely  grown  to  be  fed  into  pork ;  but  I  reckon  that  Indian 
com  cost  treble,  if  not  qnadmple,  the  labor  per  bushel  that 
onx  Western  fiends  now  give  fef  it;  while  wheat  yielded 
meagrely  and  was  a  vety  nncertain  crop.  Rye  and  oats  did 
mnch  better,  and  were  favorite  crops  to  ''seed  down"  upon;  . 
*  "rye  and  Indian"  were  the  bases  of  the  feimer^s  staff  of  life ; 
and,  when  well  made^  no  bread  is  more  palatable  or  whole- 
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some.  The  hop  culture  was  then  common  in  our  section ; 
and,  though  fearfully  hazardous,  —  there  being  no  yield  one 
year  and  no  price  the  next,  —  was  reckoned  inviting  and  pro* 
ductive.  My  father  estimated  hops  at  ten  cents  per  pound 
as  profitable  a  crop  as  com  at  one  dollar  per  bushel. 

My  iather  bought  and  removed  to  tliis  farm  early  in  1808 ; 


here  his  first  two  children  died;  here  I  was  bom  (Febmary 
3,  1811),  and  my  only  surviving  brother  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1812.  The  house  —  a  modest,  framed,  unpainted  stmcture 
of  one  story  —  was  then  quite  new ;  it  was  only  modified 
in  our  time  by  filling  up  and  making  narrower  the  old-fash- 
ioned kitchen  fireplace,  which,  having  already  devoured  all 
the  wood  on  the  farm,  yawned  ravenously  for  more.  This 
dwelling  faces  the  road  from  the  north  on  a  bench,  or  narrow 
plateau,  about  two  thirds  down  the  hill ;  the  orchard  of  natural 
fruit  covers  two  or  three  acres  of  the  hillside  northeast  of  the 
house,  with,  the  patch  of  garden  and  a  small  frog-pond  between. 
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It  seemed  to  me  tibat  sweeter  and  mm  spi^  ^V9^  ^ 
that  negLeetod  oichaid  than  can  now  be  bought  in  market; 
and  it  18  not  a  mere  notion  that  most  fruits  attain  theii  highest 
and  best  flavor  at  or  near  the  coldest  latitude  in  which  thej 
can  be  grown  at  aU.  That  onshaid  was  not  yoong  filly  yeais 
ago;  and,  having  been  kept  constantLjin  pastoie,  never  tilled 
nor  enriched,  and  rarely  praned,  must  be  nearly  ran  ont  by 
this  time. 

Being  the  older  son  of  a  poor  and  hard-working  feimer, 
straggling  to  pay  off  the  debt  he  had  incoired  in  baying  his 
hi^-pri<»d  fimn,  and  to  support  his  increasing  tsasdly,  I  was 
early  made  acquainted  with  labor.  I  well  remember  the  cold 
summer  (1816)  when  we  rose  on  the  eighth  of  Jane  to  find 
the  earth  covered  with  a  good  inch  of  newly  fiiUen  8now«-» 
when  theie  was  frost  evety  month,  and  com  did  not  fill  till 
October.  Plants  grew  veiy  slowly  that  season,  while  bnnow- 
ing  insects  fed  and  fattened  on  them.  My  task  for  a  time 
was  to  piecede  my  father  as  he  hoed  his  corn,  dig  open  the 
hiDs,  and  kill  the  wire-wotms  and  grabs  that  were  anticipatiog 
our  dnbions  harvest  To  "  ride  horse  to  plough  "  soon  became 
my  more  usual  Tocation ;  the  horse  jnreoeding  and  guiding  the 
oxen,  save  when  furrowing  for  or  tilling  the  planted  crops. 
Occasionally,  the  plough  would  strike  a  &st  stone»  and  bring  up 
the  team  all  standing,  pitehing  me  over  the  hoTse*s  head,  and 
landing  me  thiee  to  five  feet  in  front  Li  the  frosty  antumn 
nioraings,  the  working  teams  had  to  be  baited  "  on  the  rowen 
or  aftemiath  of  thick,  tweet  grass  beside  the  luxuriant  com 
•(maise) ;  and  I  was  called  out  at  sunrise  to  watch  and  keep 
•them  out  of  the  com  while  the  men  ate  their  break&st  before 
yoking  up  and  going  afield.  My  bare  feet  imbibed  a  prejudice 
against  that  line  of  duly ;  but  such  premature  rising  induced 
sleepiness ;  so,  if  my  ftet  had  not  ached,  the  oxen  would  have 
had  a  better  chance  for  corn. 

Burning  charcoal  in  the  woods  south  and  southwest  of  na 
was  a  fovorite,  though  veiy  slow,  method  of  earning  money  in 
those  days.  The  growing  wood,  having  then  no  commercial 
value,  could  usually  be  had  for  nothing;  but  the  labor  of 
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cutting  it  down  and  reducing  it  to  tlie  proper  length,  piling  it 
skilfully,  oovering  tbe  heap  with  sods,  or  with  straw  and  earth, 
and  tb^  expeUing  eveiy  element  but  the  carbon  by  smothered 
oombostion,  is  rugged  and  tedious.  I  have  known  a  pit  of 
green  wood  to  be  nine  days  in  buzning;  and  everj  pit  must 
be  watched  night  and  day  till  the  process  is  complete.  Ni^t> 
watching  by  a  pit  has  a  fiucination  for  green  T><>ys,  who  have 
hitherto  slept  soondly  and  regularly  through  the  dark  hours ; 
but  a  little  of  it  usnallv  suffices.  To  sit  or  lie  in  a  rude  forest- 
hnt  of  boards  or  logs,  located  three  or  four  rods  from  the  pit, 
with  a  good  fire  liiiming  between,  and  an  open,  flaiing  &ont 
looking  across  the  fire  at  the  pit>  is  a  pleaaeuit  novelty  of  a 
mild,  quiet  evening ;  and  many  a  jovial  stoiy  has  been  told^ 
many  a  pleasant  game  of  caxds,  fox-and-geese,  or  checkers 
played,  and  (I  fear)  some  watennelons  lawlessly  purveyed  from 
neighboring  fields  and  gardens  by  night-watching  charcoal- 
bumeis.  But  the  taste  for  turning  out,  looking  for  and 
stopping  the  holes  that  are  firequenUy  burnt  through  the 
covering  uf  the  pit,  is  easily  ^^atcd  ;  while  a  StrODg  wind  that 
drives  the  smoke  of  fire  and  pit  into  the  open  mouth  of  your 
shanty,  and  threatens  to  set  fixe  to  the  stiaw  flooring  on  which 
ywL  recline,  is  soon  regaided  as  a  positive  nuisance,  especially 
if  accompanied  by  a  pelting  storm.  In  a  wild  night,  your  pit 
breaks  out  far  oftener  than  in  calm  weather ;  requiring  con- 
stant attention  and  effort  to  keep  it  from  burning  up  altogetlicr ; 
thus  consuming  the  fruits  of  weeks  of  arduous  toil.  And, 
after  a  week  of  coal-burnings  you  fipd  it  hard  to  return  to 
regular  sleep,  but  hastily  wake  eveiy  hour  or  so,  and  instino- 
tively  jump  up  to  see  how  the  pit  is  going  on. 

Picking  stones  is  a  never-ending  labor  on  one  of  those  rocky 
'^i-sv  England  fatma.  Pick  as  closely  as  you  may,  the  next 
ploughing  turns  up  a  fresh  eruption  of  boulders  and  pebbles, 
from  the  size  of  a  hickory-nut  to  that  of  a  tea-kettle ;  and,  as 
this  work  is  mainly  to  be  done  in  March  or  April,  when  the 
earth  is  saturated  with  ice-cold  water,  if  not  also  whitened 
with  fallin<T  snow,  youngsters  soon  learn  to  regard  it  with  de- 
testation. I  filially  love  the  "Granite  State,"  but  could  well 
ezcnise  the  absence  of  sundiy  subdivisions  of  her  granite. 
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**  Hop-picking  "  was  the  niral  carnival  —  the  festive  harvest- 
home  —  of  those  old  tmies ;  auswering  to  the  viiitai^^e  of  south- 
ern Fniiice  or  Italy.  The  hop  matures  about  the  hrst  of  Sep- 
teiriber,  when  the  vines  are  cut  near  the  ground,  the  poles 
pulled  up  and  laid  successively  acroas  forked  sticks  lengtliwise 
of  a  lar<,'e  bin,  into  which  busy  fingers  from  either  side  ra}»idly 
strip  tlie  hops  —  each  pole,  when  stripped,  being  laid  aside  and 
replaced  by  another.  The  biu  having  been  filled,  the  hops  are 
drawn  to  the  kiln,  wherein  they  are  cui-ed  by  exj)osui-e  for 
houi-s  to  a  constant,  diying  heat  inmi  a  charcoal  fire  below ; 
after  which,  they  are  pressed,  like  colluh,  into  Indes  so  com- 
pact and  dense  ai  to  defy  easy  dismtegratiou.  TIk'  ] tickers  are 
inaiiily  young  women  —  the  daughters  of  neigliliMi m-  farmers 
—  uml  the  older  children  of  Ixitli  sexes;  while  llie  handling 
of  the  polt'S  demands  niasciduie  stren^'th  and  encri^y ;  the 
work  is  j»ushed  with  ai\lor,  often  l>y  rival  <;rou])s  employed  at 
dilfercnt  bins,  racing  to  see  which  will  first  ha\e  it.s  bin  fuH 
The  evenings  are  devoted  to  social  companionshi])  and  rustic 
merry-making;  friends  drop  in  t<i  enjoy  and  increase  the 
festivity;  and,  if  hop-picking  is  not  now  an  agret'uble  hibor, 
despite  the  sore  eyes  sometimes  cauL^ht  from  it,  then  ruiul  iile 
in  ho}>-gr<j\ving  districts  liLis  lost  what  was  one  of  its  plea^ 
Auteat  ieatuies  halt  a  cautuiy  a^o.  . 
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MY  mother,  having  lost  lur  mother  when  but  fivB  years 
old,  was,  for  the  next  few  years,  the  especial  prot^g^e 
and  favorite  of  her  ai^ed  grandmother,  already  mentioned, 
who  had  migrated  from  Ireland  when  hut  fourteen  years 
old,  and  whose  store  of  Scottish  and  Scotch-Irish  traditions, 
songs,  anecdotes,  shreds  of  liistor}-,  &c.,  can  have  rarely  been 
equalled.  These  she  imjiarted  freely  to  lier  eager,  receptive 
gTan(ldanghtc^r,  who  was  a  glad,  eiisy  learner,  wliose  schooling 
was  Letter  than  that  of  most  farmers'  danghtei's  in  her  day, 
and  who  naturaDy  became  a  most  omnivorous  and  retentive 
reader.  There  were  many,  doiil)tless,  whose  literary  acqui- 
sitions were  more  accurate  and  more  profound  than  hers ; 
but  fcAv  f  nii  have  been  better  qualified  to  interest  or  to  stim- 
ulate the  unfolding  mmd  in  ito  eadieBt  stages  of  deyelop- 
ment. 

1  was  for  years  a  feeble,  sickly  child,  often  under  medical 
treatment,  and  unable  to  watch,  through  a  closed  window,  tlie 
falling  of  rjiin,  without  incurring  an  instant  and  violent, 
attack  of  illness.  Having  suddenly  lost  her  two  former  chil- 
dren, just  before  my  birth,  my  mother  wjis  led  to  regard  mo 
even  more  fondly  and  tenderly  tlian  she  otherwise  might 
have  done  ;  hence,  I  was  her  companion  and  confidant  about 
as  early  as  I  could  talk ;  and  her  abundant  store  of  l^allads, 
stories,  anecdotes,  and  traditions  was  daily  pomed  into  my 
willing  ears.  I  learned  to  read  at  her  knee,  —  of  course, 
longer  ago  than  T  can  renumiber ;  but  I  can  faintly  recollect 
her  siUiiDg  spiimiiig  at  her  "little  wheel,"  with  the  book  in 
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her  lap  whence  I  was  taking  my  daily  lesson  ;  and  thus  I 
soon  acquired  the  facility  of  reading  from  a  book  sidewise  or 
upside  down  as  readily  as  in  the  usual  fashion, — a  knack 
which  I  did  not  at  first  suppose  peculiar ;  but  which,  being  at 
length  observed,  became  a  subject  of  neighborhood  wonder 
and  fabulous  exaggeration. 

Two  months  before  I  had  attained  the  age  of  three  years, 
I  was  taken  home  by  my  grandfather  Woodbum  to  spend  a 
few  weeks  with  him,  and  sent  to  school  from  his  house,  —  the 


My  First  School-House. 


school-house  of  his  district  being  but  fifty  rods  from  his  door ; 
whereas,  our  proper  school-house  in  Amherst  was  two  miles, 
and  the  nearest  school-house  (in  Bedford)  over  a  mile,  from 
my  father's.  Hence,  I  lived  at  my  grandfather's,  and  went 
thence  to  school,  most  of  each  Winter  and  some  moutlis  in 
Summer  d^ng  the  next  three  years. 

My  first  schoolmaster  was  David  Woodbum  Dickey,  a 
iiephew  of  my  grandfather,  a  college  graduate,  and  an  able. 
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timn  1^  anooessfol  gov- 
ernor of  youth.  The  distnet  mil  laige ;  ttoe  were  ninety 
names  on  its  loU  of  papQa, — many  of  them  of  full-grown 
men  and  women,  not  weQ  broken  to  obedience  and  docility^ 
— witih  an  average  attendance  of  perhaps  sixty ;  all  to  he 
instnicted  in  vazious  stodies,  as  wdl  as  ruled,  by  a  siiigle 
,  teacher,  who  did  his  veiy  best,  which  induded  a  liberal  ap- 
plication of  birch  and  ferule.  He  was  a  cripple ;  and  it  was 
all  he  could  do»  with  his  high  spirit  and  unquestioned  moral 
superiority*  to  retain  the  mastery  of  the  school 

Our  next  teacher  in  Winter  was  Gyrus  Winn,  from  Maasa- 
chusetto, — a  tall»  muscular,  thoroughly  capable  young  man. 
who  rarely  or  never  struck  a  blow,  but  governed  by  maral 
foice^  and  by  appeals  to  the  nobler  impnlseB  of  his  pupils* 
They  were  no  better,  when  he  took  chaige  of  them,  than  his 
piedecesaoi's  had  been, — in  fSsust,  they  were  mainly  tiie  same, 
— yet  his  sway  was  fiur  more  complete,  and  the  revolts 
agynst  it  much  rarer ;  and  when  he  left  us,  at  the  dose  of 
his  second  texm,  a  general  attendance  of  parents  on  his  last 
afternoon,  witli  a  mial  fioast  of  boikd  cider  and  doughnuts, 
attested  the  emphatic  appreciation  of  his  worth.  For  my 
own  pait^  I  could  ^oy  nothing,  partake  of  nothing,  so 
intense  was  my  grief  at  parting  with  him.'  It  was  the  first 
keen  sorrow  of  my  life.  I  never  saw  him  ag^  but  learned 
that  he  was  drowned  the  next  Winter. 

There  was  an  unruly,  frolicsome  custom  of  ''barring  oat" 
in  OUT  New  Hampshire  common  schoolB,  which  I  trust  never 
obtained  a  wider  acceptance.  On  the  first  of  January,  and 
pohaps  on  some  other  day  that  the  big  boys  chose  to^oohsider 
or  make  a  holiday,  the  forenoon  passed  off  as  quietly  as  that 
of  any  other  day ;  but,  the  moment  the  master  left  the  house 
in  quest  of  his  dhmer,  ilie  little  ones  were  started  homeward, 
the  door  and  windows  suddenly  and  securely  barricaded,  and 
the  older  pupils,  thus  fortified  against  intnisUm,  proceeded  to 
spend  the  .afternoon  in  play  and  hilarify.  I  hane  known  a 
master  to  make  a  desperate  struggle  for  admission ;  but  I  do 
not  recoQeot  tJiat  one  ever  succeeded,^  the  odds  being  too 
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great  If  he  appealed  to  the  neighboring  father's,  they  were 
apt  to  recollect  that  they  had  been  boys  tbeiiLselves,  and 
advise  him  to  desist,  and  let  matters  take  their  course.  I 
recollect  one  instance,  however,  where  a  youth  was  shut  out 
who  thought  he  ought  to  have  been  numbered  with  tlie  elect, 
and  resolved  to  resent  his  exclusion.  Procurin^^  a  jdece  of 
board,  he  mounted  from  a  fence  to  the  roof  of  the  school- 
house,  and  covered  the  top  of  the  chimney  nicely  with  Ids 
board.  Ten  minutes  thereafter,  the  house  was  filled  witli 
smoke,  and  its  inmates,  o] toning  the  door  and  windows,  were 
glad  to  make  terms  with  the  outsider. 

The  capital  start  given  me  ]  )y  my  mother  enabled  me  to  make 
rapid  progress  in  school,  —  a  pi ogre.ss  monstrously  exaf^^xerated 
by  gossip  and  tradition.  I  was  sj)ecially  clever  in  sjn'Uing, 
- — an  art  in  wliicli  there  were  then  lew  even  tolerably  pro- 
ficient,—  so  that  I  soon  rose  to  tlie  head  of  the  "  lirst  class," 
and  usually  retained  that  position.  It  was  a  custom  of  the 
school  to  "choose  sides  "  for  a  "  spelling-match  "  one  afternoon 
of  each  week,  —  the  head  of  the  first  class  in  s])elling,  and 
the  pupil  standing  next,  being  tlie  cluujscrs.  In  ray  case, 
however,  it  was  found  necessary  to  change  the  rule,  and  con- 
fide the  choice  to  those  who  stood  second  and  third  respec- 
tively ;  as  I  —  a  mere  iniant  of  four  years  —  could  spell,  but 
not  choose,  — often  preferring  my  playmates,  who  could  not 
flpeU  at  all. 

These  spelling-matches  usually  took  place  in  the  evening, 
when  I  could  not  keep  my  eyes  open,  and  should  have  been 
in  bed.  It  was  often  necessary  to  mji  me  sharply  when  "  the 
word  "  Ciime  around  to  me  ;  but  I  never  failed  to  respond ; 
and  it  came  to  l)e  said  tluit  I  spcdled  as  well  asleep  as  awake. 
T  apprehend  that  this  was  more  likely  to  be  tme  of  some 
others  of  the  class ;  who,  if  ever  so  sound  asleep,  could 
scarcely  have  spelled  worse  than  they  did. 

We  veiy  genemlly  comjdain  of  fre<iuent  changes  in  our 
school-books,  and  witli  reason.  Yet  we  ought  to  consider 
«  that  these  fi-ecpient  changes  have  rcstdted  in  signal  improve- 

nisnti  tliat  our  school-books  of  to-dAy  are  not  only  &r 
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better  than  those  of  fifty  years  ago,  but  that  their  improve- 
ment has  not  been  fully  paralleled  elsewhere.  When  1  first 
went  to  school,  Webster's  Spelling-Book  was  Just  siii)i)lant- 
ing  Bilworth's  ;  "  The  Ameriain  Treeeptor "  was  imshing 
aside  **The  Art  of  Reading";  and  the  only  grammar  in  use 
was  "The  Ladies'  Accidence,"  by  Caleb  I3in<^liani,  —  as  poor 
an  afi&iir  as  its  name  M'ould  indicate}.  Geography  was  ec^arcely 
studied  at  all ;  while  chemistry,  geology,  and  other  depart- 
ments of  natural  science,  had  never  been  heard  of  in  rural 
school-houses.  "  Morse's  Geography,"  which  soon  came  into 
TOgue,  waa  a  valuable  compend  of  political  and  statistical 
information  but,  having  barely  one  map,  woiild  scMcely 
pass  for  a  school  geography  now.  Very  soon,  lindley  Mur- 
ray's Grammar  and  English  Reader  came  into  fashion,  —  solid 
works,  but  not  well  adapted  to  the  instniction  of  children  of 
dght  to  fourteen  years.  In  fact,  I  spent  considerable  time  on 
grammar  to  little  purpose,  and  made  no  decided  progress 
therein,  till  I  had  learned  to  scan  my  authorities  critically, 
and  lepudiate  their  errors.  When  I  had  pondered  myself 
into  n  decided  cooriotion  that  Murray  did  not  fiUly  imder- 
Btand  his  subject,  and  that  his  giving  ''Let  me  be"  as  aa 
example  of  tks  fiist,  and  '*  Let  him  be''  M  its  conelatiTe  in 
the  third  person  singidar  of  the  imperative  mood,  were  simply 
blunders,  which  a  deeper  knowledge  of  grammar  would  have 
taught  him  to  avoid*  I  had  broken  loose  from  the  shackles  of 
routine  and  iteiation,  and  was  piepared  to  aooept  all  the  light 
6om  any  quarter  that  might  inadiate  the  soieiice.  Daniel 
Adams  (a  New  Hampshire  man,  now  lately  deceased)  had  not 
then  published  his  lucid  and  favorite  Arithmetic,  or,  if  he 
had,  it  bad  not  xeached  ns;  Pike's  far  mm  difficult  work 
in»  in  geneial  use.  I  cannot  say  what  pngreas  has  veiy 
lecenUy  heen  made  ;  but  Greenleaf,  some  thirty  or  fort^ 
years  since,  shortened  the  time  and  efiToit  required  to  gain  a 
decent  knowledge  of  English  grammar  by  at  lea.^t  one  hal£ 
I  believe  like  progress  has  been  made  in  elementaiy  tieatiaei 
in  other  departments  of  knowledge. 
The  fimt  book  I  ever  owned  waa  "Hie  Cokmhian  Oxator/* 


Digitized  by  Google 


46  MECGLLECTIONS  OF  A  BUSY  IdFE, 


given  to  me  by  my  uncle  Perry  (liiisljand  of  my  father's  old- 
est sister),  aa  I  lay  very  sick  of  the  meiisles  at  my  maternal 
grandfather's,  when  aljout  four  years  of  age.  Those  wlio 
happen  to  have  been  taimliar,  in  its  day,  with  tliat  volume, 
will  recoUoct  it  as  a  medley  of  dialogues,  extracts  from  ora- 
tions, from  sermons,  from  speechtis  in  I'ai  luunent,  in  Congress, 
and  at  the  Bar,  with  two  or  three  versified  themes  for  decla- 
mation, such  as  "  Columbia,  Culumltia,  to  gluiy  arise  1"  and  the 
lines  (since  attributed  to  Edward  Everett,*  but  who  must 
have  written  them  very  yoimg,  ii'  he  wrote  them  at  aU) 
be-jinning,  "You 'd  scarce  expect  one  of  my  age  to  speak  in 
I'ul  liL  on  the  stage,"  —  hues  which  I  was  dragged  fonvard  to 
II «  it»»  incessantly,  till  I  fairly  loathed  tlieiiL  This  "  Or.itor** 
wab  liiy  }>rized  text-bonk  for  years,  and  I  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  its  eontenU  ,  though  I  cannot  say  that  T  ever 
learned  much  of  value  from  it,  —  certainly  not  oiutory.  The 
first  large  work  that  1  e\  er  read  consecutively  was  the  ^ible, 
under  the  guidance  of  my  mother,  when  I  was  about  five 
yeai^s  old. 

I  attended  school,  rather  irregularly,  duiiug  the  brief  term 
of  my  fiftli  and  sixth  summers,  in  the  western  district  of 
Beflford,  al»out.  a  mile  from  mv  fatlier's.  For  the  next  two 
years,  we  lived  in  that  township,  —  my  father  ha^  ing  rented 
his  own  Ihrm  to  a  brother,  and  himself  remo\ed  to  tlie  much 
larger  "  lieard  Farm,"  in  the  ea.st^m  part  of  that  town,  wluCh 
he  had  undertaken  to  work  on  shares.  Here  we  were  again 
nearly  equidistiint  from  two  school-houses ;  living  in  the 
northeastern  district,  but  often  attending  the  school  at  the 
centre  of  the  town,  which  was  much  larger,  and  generally 
bettor  taught. 

lleie  I  first  learned  that  this  is  a  ^^•orld  of  hard  work. 
Often  called  out  of  l)ed  at  dawn  to  "ride  horse  to  plough" 
among  the  growing  corn,  ]»otatoes,  and  ho[)s,  we  would  get  as 
much  ploughed  Viy  9  to  10  a.  M.  a.?  could  be  hoed  that  day; 
when  1  would  be  allowed  to  start  for  school,  where  I  some- 

1  Thdr  author,  I  have  learned  since  the  above  WW  fint  printed,  WM  Motm 
EvCTBt^  >  Mmachimitti  tMchg  of  nztgr  to        yim  ago. 
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times  arri'.ecl  it.s  the  foivnoou  session  was  lial!  ilirouL;li.  In 
"Winter,  our  work  was  li<,'hter ;  but  the  snow  was  often  tleep 
and  drifted,  the  cokl  intense,  the  north  wind  piercing,  and 
our  clothing  thin  ;  beside  which,  the  term  mrely  exci  eded, 
an<l  sometmies  fell  short  of,  tw(j  months.  I  am  grateful  for 
much  —  schooling  included  —  to  my  iiauve  State  ;  yet  I  tmsfc 
her  boys  f)f  to-day  generally  enjoy  Ix  tter  facilities  Ibr  educa- 
tion at  her  common  schools  than  ihey  ailorded  me  half  a 
century  ago. 

The  French  have  a  proverl*  im])orting  tliat  in  ;\ge  wo  re- 
turn to  tlie  luvcii  of  our  youth.  1  liave  asked  myself,  "  How 
would  you  like  t4>  return  to  that  cot  on  the  hillside,  and  sj)end 
the  ivst  uf  your  days  there?"  My  answer,  is  that  I  would 
7Lot  like  it,  —  that,  though  adversit}-  (hove  me  inexorably 
thence,  I  have  been  so  thoroughly  weaned  that  I  liave  no 
^Wsh  to  go  back  "for  good"  The  cot  still  looks  friendly  and 
kindly  wlien  1  (too  seldom)  pass  it;  th(;  luiiu  and  the  orchard 
are  still  familiar  olijects,  and  I  wouhl  gladly  muse  a  sunny, 
genial  Autumn  day  there;  but  my  heait  no  longer  recognizes 
that  spot  as  its  home. 

Tiie  last  Summer  that  we  lived  in  New  IIami)shire,  an 
oiler  was  made  by  the  leading  men  of  our  Tieigld>orhood  to 
send  me  to  Phillips  Academy  at  Exeter,  an<l  thence  to  uol- 
lepe,  —  the  exxMjnse  being  so  defrayed  that  no  part  of  it  should 
fall  on  my  parents.  They  listened  thoughtfully  t<o  the  pro- 
posal, brieily  deliberat(;d,  then  lirudy,  though  gratefully,  de- 
clined it ;  saying  that  they  woidd  gix  e  their  children  the 
best  education  they  eoidd  afford,  and  there  stop.  I  do  not 
remend>er  that  I  had  then  any  decided  opLnion  or  wish  in  the 
premises  ;  but  I  now  have ;  and,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  1  tiiauk  my  parents  for  their  wise  and  manly  decision. 
Much  as  I  hav(!  needed  a  fuller,  better  education,  I  rejoice 
that  I  am  indebted  for  schooling  to  none  but  those  of  whom 
I  Lad  a  right  to  ask  and  expect  it. 
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OUR  teDttioj  of  the  "Beasd  Tarm,"  in  Bedford,  answered 
Teiy  nearty^  to  11I7  amnth  and  eighth  years.  That  was 
a  large  and  naturally  good  ftEEm,  bat  in  a  state  of  dilapidation : 
ovetgiowa  -wiUi  bndies  and  briers,  its  fences  in  rains,  and  the 
boildings  banily  able  to  sland  alone, —  the  large  two>story 
hoose  more  eqtecially  far  gona  My  father  had  let  his  own 
fiurm,  on  ahttes,  to  a  yooi^er  brother,  whom  he  wished  and 
hoped  thns  to  serve,  while  he  was  led  to  expect  payment  for ' 
whatever  improvements  he  shotdd  make  on  that  which  he 
had  taken  instead.  He  was  disappointed  every  way;  his 
health  failed,  and  he  was  for  nearly  a  year  unable  to  work ; 
his  brother  did  not  prosper  on  our  place ;  while  tiie  promises 
which  had  lured  us  to  the  kiger  sphere  of  effort  were  not 
made  good.  To  us  children  —  by  this  time,  four  in  number 
—  the  larger  house  and  broader  activities  of  the  hired  &rm 
were  a  welcome  exchange ;  but  our  fortimes,  manifestly,  waned 
there ;  and  I  think  we  were  all  soberly  glad  to  return  to  our 
own  snugger  house  and  smaller  iarm,  in  the  Spring  of  1820. 
As  we  were  trying  to  work  off  u  lee-shore,  I  believe  neither 
of  us  boys  went  to  school  at  all  that  Summer,  though  I  was 
but  nine  years  old,  and  my  brother  not  eight  till  June. 

All  in  vain.    The  times  were  what  is  tei  nied  "  hard," —  that 

# 

is,  almost  every  one  owed,  and  scarcely  auy  one  could  pay. 
The  rapid  strides  of  British  manufactures,  impeUud  by  tlie 
steam-engine,  spinning-jenny,  and  power-loom,  had  iilterly 
undermined  the  homely  household  fabrications  wliereof  Lou- 
dondeny  was  a  prominent  American  focus ;  my  mother  still 
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taodfid  her  iTDol  and  flax,  tpvm  ]iw  jux^  aad  wore 
ImsD, and  tow  olotih;  but  thaj  foimd  no  madaat  at  living 
prioea;  <ntr liopa  aold  ISor  little looie l^haa  the ooat  ^ 
and,  in  aliorfc,  wa  wera  iMnkrept  I  pseaiiine  my  lithar  had 
tmwt  bean  quite  oot  of  debt  ainoe  he  boo^t  bk  plaea ;  bal 
aiiBkneaB»  nab  indonemenln  (a  frmily  Ruling),  and  bad  Inok 
geneiallj;  bad  swelled  bis  indebtedness  to  acwnefhing  like 
fl^OOO, — which  all  we  bad  In  the  world  would  not»  eit  cunent 
pnco^pay.  Infeot^Idonot  Imowbowmaeh  pruperty  waM 
bare  paid  %  1,000  in  Hew  Hampabiie  hi  1820,  when  ahnost 
eieiy  one  was  hopeieeBly  invoiced,  every  third  farm  was  in 
the  aberiff*B  haadSk  and  eTery  poor  man  leaving  ^  "the 
West"  who  oonld  mise  the  money  leqnisite  ibr  getting 
away.  Eveiything  was  cheap,—  dog-oheap, — Biitiah  goods 
espedally  so ;  yet  the  oompeiattvely  rich  weie  embanassed» 
and  the  poor  were  often  oompukoinly  juUe,  and  on  the  bonk 
of  fiunine.  I  have  not  been  much  of  a  I^se-TEader  em 
sinoe*^ 

We  had  finished  onr  Summer  tillage  and  oar  haymg,  when 
a  very  heavy  nun  set  in»  near  the  end  of  Angoat  I  think  its 
asoond  day  was  a  Saturday;  and  still  the  rain  poured  till  &r 
into  the  n%ht  Ibtherwasabeentonboalness;  bntonrmodier 
githesied  her  little  ones  anrand  liuer,  and  iV^ig*****!  us  with 
stodas  and  pro^eeta  of  good  tilings  she  pnrpoeed  to  do  for  us 
in  the  better  days  she  hoped  to  sea.  IWher  did  not  return 
laH  after  we  ehildven  weie  ftet  aaleep;  and,  when  he  did,  it 
was  with  tidings  tiiat  our  ill-fortune  was  about  to  culnunato. 
I  gneas  that  he  was  soaioely  surprised,  though  we  young  ones 
TosAdly  wemt,  whan,  about  sunrise  on  Honday  moming,  the 
sberiff  and  sundiy  other  officials,  with  two  or  three  of  our 
prineipiil  creditois,  appeared,  and — first  fionnally  demanding 
payment  of  their  claims  ^prooeeded  to  levy  on  farm,  stock, 
implemmit^  household  stufl^  and  nearly  all  our  wofldly  pos- 
sessbna  but  the  dolhes  we  stood  in.  Tbeie  had  been  no  writ 
jesned  till  then,— of  course,  no  trial,  no  judgment,-^ but  it 
was  a  wQffd  and  a  blow  in  those  days,  and  the  blow  fixst,  in 
the  mattes  of  debt-ooUecting  by  legal  prooess.    Pather  left 
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fhe  promises  directly,  a|}pieheiidiiig  anest  and  imprisoniiieiit^ 
and  was  invisibla  all  day;  the  vest  ofuBiepaited  toafiiendlj 
neiglibof  s,  and  the  work  of  levying  went  on  in  our  absence. 
It  weie  needless  to  add  that  all  we  had  was  swallowed  np, 
and  onr  debts  not  much  lessened.  Our  farm,  which  had  cost 
US  $  IfiBQ,  and  which  had  been  consideiably  imptored  in  our 
hands,  was  appzaiaed  and  set  off  to  creditors  at  $  500,  out  of 
which  the  l^al  costs  were  first  deducted.  A  bam^ollof  lye, 
grown  by  us  on  anothei^s  land,  whereof  we  owned  an  nndiyided 
half,  was  attached  by  a  doctor,  ihieshed  out  by  his  poorer 
cnstomeis  by  days'  work  on  aocoimt>  and  sold ;  tiie  net  result 
Ji)ei])g  an  enlaigement  of  our  debt, — tiie  giain  failing  to  meet 
all  the  costs.  Thus»  when  night  fell,  we  were  as  bankrupt  a 
family  as  well  could  be. 

We  returned  to  our  devastated  house ;  and  the  rest  of  us 
stayed  there  while  &ther  took  a  journey  on  foot  westward,  in 
quest  of  a  new  home.  He  stopped  in  tiie  township  of  Hamp- 
ton, Washington  County,  K.  Y.,  and  worked  tiiere  two  at  three 
months  with  a  Colonel  Parker  fVench,  who  tiUed  a  noble  htm, 
and  kept  taTum  on  the  main  road  fiom  Troy  into  western 
Yemumt.  He  returned  to  us  in  due  time,  and,  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  1821,  we  all  started  in  a  hired  two-horse  sleigh,  with 
the  little  worldly  gear  that  was  left  us,  for  the  township  of 
WesthaTen,  Yermontv  where  &ther  had  hired,  for  $  16  per 
annum,  a  small  house,  in  which,  after  an  intensely  cold  jour- 
ney, we  were  installed  three  days  later. 


Let  me  revert  for  a  little  to  our  Kew  Hampshire  life,  ere  I 
bid  it  a  final  adieu. 

I  have  aheady  said  that  Amherst  and  Bedford  are  in  the 
main  poor  towns*  whose  hard,  rocky  soil  yields  grudgingly, 
save  of  wood.  Except  in  the  villages,  if  even  tibere,  there 
were  verjr  few  who  could  be  called  forehanded  in  my  early 
boyhood.  Poor  as  we  were,  no  richer  fikmily  lived  within 
nght  of  our  humble  homestead,  though  our  western  prospect 
was  only  bounded  by  the  "Chestnut  Hills,"  two  or  thrae  miles 
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ftway.  On  the  east,  our  range  of  vision  was  baited  hj  the 
hill  on  the  side  of  which  ^\  <$  lived.  Tho  leading  man  of  our 
neighborhood  was  Captain  Nathan  Bamrs.  a  Calvinist  deacon, 
after  whom  my  brother  was  named,  and  who  wa«?  a  farmer  of 
dec!  ded  piohity  and  sound  judgment, —  worth,  p  j  haps,  S  3,000. 
Though  an  ardent  Fedeialjst^as  were  a  majority  of  Ids  towns- 
men,  be  commanded  a  company  of  **  exempts/'  laised  to  defend 
the  country  in  case  of  British  invasion,  duzing*  the  war  of 
1812. 

The  Bevolutionaiy  War  was  not  yet  thirty  years  bygone 
when  I  was  bom,  and  its  passions,  its  prejudices,  and  its 
ballads  were  still  cuzient  throughout  that  intensely  Whig 
region.  When  neighbors  and  neiglibors'  wives  drew  together 
at  the  house  of  one  of  their  number  for  an  evening  visit,  there 
were  often  interspersed  with  "  Cruel  Barbara  Allen«"  and  other 
love-km  diities  then  in  vnrrno,  such  leroiniscences  of  the  pre- 
ceding age  as  "American  Xaxation,"  a  screed  of  some  fifty 
pcaaio  vanes,  openiog  thus:  — 

"  Wldto  I  niato  lay  Horr, 

AiDcricans,  ^-Ivo  oar; 
Of  Britain's  fa(liM<r  plory 

You  preii«DUy  i»liall  bear. 
I H      rtrw  nlatioa, 

(Attend  to  what  I  saj,) 
Conr«»rnin?  the  taxation 

Of  North  Aiuerica." 

'  The  last  throes  of  expiring  loyalty  are  visible  in  this  long- 
drawn  ballad, — Bote  and  ^orth,  and  even  Fox,  being  soundly 
betated  f<>r  acts  of  tyranny  whereof  their  royal  master, 
Geoige  III ,  was  Bole  author,  and  they  but  lelnctant,  hesitat- 
in::.  ai»pn']iLnsive  instruments. 

The  ballads  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  were  not  so 
popular  in  our  immediate  neighborhood,  though  my  mother 
had  good  store  of  these  also,  and  sang  them  with  spirit  and 
effect,  ahmg  with  "  Boyne  Water,"  "  The  Taking  of  Quebec,"  by 
Wolfe,  and  even  "AVearing  of  the  Green,"  whidi,  tliough 
dating  from  Ireland's  '98,  has  been  revived  and  adopted  in 
oar  day,  with  so  vast  and  deserved  an  Irish  popnlari^. 
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"We  were,  in  the  truest  sense,  democrats^  tre  Scotcli-Irish 
Fedetalisfca  from  Lomdondany,  where  Jefferson  received  but 
*  two  YOteB  in  the  memorable  struggle  of  1800.  When,  for  a 
filiigle  year  at  the  "  Beaid  Fum,"  our  house  echoed  to  the  tread 
of  a  fieiiiale  "belp,"  whose  natnni  abilitieB  were  hnmhlB,  and 
whose  litenoj  aoqniiements  wen-  infiaiior  ena  to  ours,  that 
servant  always  ate  with  the  family,  even  when  we  had  the 
neii^bors  as  "  company " ;  and,  thoo^  her  wages  were  but 
fifty  cents  a  week,  she  had  her  party,  and  invited  the  girls  of 
the  neighborfiood  to  be  hor  giiests  at  tea,  precisely  as  if  she 
had  been  a  daughter  of  the  hoose^  Nowhere  were  manncoB 
ever  simito,  or  sooiely  freer  finm  pteteneion  or  exclnsiveness* 
than  in  those  &nners*  homes. 

HosiHtalify  was  less  bounteous,  and  kinship  less  priiedy 
than  in  the  days  of  the  Scotch-Irish  pioneers ;  but  there  Avas 
still  niuch  visiting  of  relatives  and  social  enjoyment,  especially 
in  Winter,  when  hundreds  xetomed  to  the  old  lAn<ioiuIeny 
hive  from  the  younger  swanns  scattered  all  over  the  East : 
some  of  them  beginning  to  stretoh  away  even  to  the  ^  "  Hol- 
land Pnichaae*"  in  Western  New  York ;  then  practically  as 
distant  as  Oregon  or  Alaska  now  is.  I  rememl)er  when  the 
Doles  left  the  **  Chestnut  Hilla  "  to  pitch  their  tent  in  Illinois, 
— then  a  &i  bolder  venture  than  migration  to  Sitka  would 
now  be.  I  have  often  seen  my  giandfother  Woodbnm's  house 
dammed  for  days  with  cousins  and  nephews  ftom  Vennont 
and  other  'JDeRy^eetUementBy  who  oouM  not  be  so  many  aa 
to  miss  a  heaity  wekotno.  Our  house  was  fiur  smaller,  and 
less  ft«quaited ;  hut  its  latch-staring  was  always  outj  and  a 
free  liver,  with  twel^  brothers  and  sisters,  to  say  nothing  of 
their  partners  by  marriage  and  their  children,  is  not  apt  to 
he  persistently  shunned.  In  ftct,  we  lived  better  than  we 
could  affbrd  to  (as  poor  folks  are  too  apt  to  do),  and  this  was 
one  cause  of  our  dowiiftlL  My  father,  as  proud  as  he  waa 
poor,  spared  nothing  when  friends  and  rehitives»  eapedalb|r 
those  of  higher  social  standing,  fitvored  him  with  tiieir  com- 
pany, and  was  rarely  frand  unable  to  fulfil  their  most  asngnine 
expectations.  When  too  many  dropped  in  upon  us  at  once, 
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or  we  were  faand  deficient  m  the  Inzmies  thej  ndght  £sdrly 
exped^  he  had  a  habit  of  teUing  Unem  this  anecdote : — 

"When  I  waa  a  hoy  of  fifteen,**  anid  he,  "I  worked  two 
anmmerB  in  &e  great  hrLok-yaids  of  Medfoid,  MaasL  H7 
employer,  Mr.  Ma^^ftii^  was  at  first  a  new  man  in  the  com- 
mnnily,  whose  wife  deemed  it  ineombent  on  her  to  give  her 
neighbors  a  tea-party,  as  a  prelude  to  better  acquaintance. 
In  those  ante-canal  days*  wheaten  flour  was  a  hizuiy,  though 
nearly  all  had  it  for  'company'  occasions;  ordinarily,  our 
bread  was  made  of  'lye  and  Indian'  exclusiYely.  Mrs.  Mar- 
shal), on  the  great  occasion,  had  the  inentabk  *short«ea)o8' 
fbr  tea, — of  rye  flour,  as  sll  could  peiceiTe:  still,  it  was  not 
impemtive  on  common  folks  to  proffer  cake  of  wheaten  floor  ^ 
and  all  would  have  passed  off  without  remarl^  and  been  soon 
ibigotten,  but  fbr  a  maladroit  eiqiknalion  by  the  hostess. 
*Ladies/  said  she  to  her  guests, '  I  beg  you  not  to  infer  that 
we  have  no  wheat  flour,  from  the  ftct  that  I  give  you  lye 
short-cake.  We  Aow  wheat  flour  in  the  house ;  but  I  thought 
I  would  save  that  for  Mr.  Maiahall,  when  he  comes  to  work 
hard  in  haying-tkae."*  Ihe  astoniiihed  guests  tittered;  the 
glee  broadened  into  a  loud  laugh  as  the  explanatkm  galloped 
through  the  neighboihood;  and  it  readily  passed  into  a  proverb^ 
that  anything  deficient  on  a  kindred  oceasion  was  saved  fm 
Ms,  Maiehall  in  haying-tima  **  Friends,"  added  my  &ther, 
in  conclusion,  ''if  you  note  anything  deficient  in  our  tm, 
eoBsider  that  it  is  saved  for  Mr.  Mm^i**^!  in  luting-time.'* 
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WESTHAVEN, 

THE  towDflh^  of  Weathaven,  Vermont,  comprisef?  tliat 
iiregolai  oonier  of  the  State  wiiidi  is  bounded  by  Lake 
Cbamplflin  on  the  weat,  and  by  Hampton  and  \VliitebaU» 
N.  Y.,  on  tbe  south  and  southeasti  and  may  be  roughly  com- 
pared  to  a  Teiy  blunt  wed^e  drlTen  into  the  State  of  New 
York ;  its  point  being  formed  1»y  tlio  rather  shnrp  angle  which 
the  little  Poultney  river,  wli'n  h  here  divides  the  two  Stately 
makes  with  the  I^ke,  in  which  it  is  finally  lost.  The  general 
plain  or  level,  widening  from  south  to  norths  which  separates 
the  Qreen  Mountains  from  that  lake,  is  here  repeatedly  broken 
by  gentle  upheavals  of  liincstone,  and,  less  fr^uently,  by 
higher  and  more  precipitous  ridges  of  gneiss  or  nf  tmp.  which 
increase  in  nuinlier  and  height  as  you  approach  chain  of 
verdant  hills  wliidi  have  given  the  State  her  nam(^ 

This  whole  r^on  was  thickly  covered  by  hea\y  timber, 
in  good  part,  white  pine',  —  when  its  devastation  by  onr  nice 
commenced;  nnd  its  proximity  to  navigable  water,  with  the 
abundance  of  mill-streams  everywhere  pervading  it,  incited 
its  rapid  monopoly  for  "  lumbering  '*  poifposes.  A  Dr.  Smith, 
from  Connecticut,  —  brother  of  one  and  uncle  of  another 
Qovemor  cif  f  liat  Statr,  — pitched  his  tent  in  Westhaven  (then 
a  part  of  Fairhaven)  some  seventy  to  eighty  years  ago,  and 
did  great  execution  upon  the  pines ;  mpidly  amassing  wealth, 
and  becoming  an  extensive  landholder.  Death  stopped  him 
in  mid-career,  paralyziiig  his  activity,  and  dividing  his  prop- 
erty, whoreof  part  was  inherited  by  his  brother,  and  the 
lefl^due  by  his  widow;  who  booh  manied  Christopher  Minot^ 
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a  "Breton  hankeT,  who  thencefortli  madn  Lis  home  in  West- 
h:ive!i  :  iTtluil litin^'  the  spacious  mauaioii  wlncli  his  pi'edecessor 
Ltiiuly  lived  to  eoraplete.  Our  first  liome  in  Vermont 
Wit5  on  his  estate,  and  witliin  a  few  rods  of  his  inaiisi(jn  ;  and 
We  mainly  worked  lor  him,  or  on  his  laud,  while  we  lived  in 
tliat  town. 

W'csthaven  might  have  l)een,  and  should  be  to-day,  a  rieh 
grazing'  tu\mRhip;  but  for  its  original  wealth  of  pines,  it  pro- 
hiibly  would  have  been.  But  its  pioneers,  hi;^di  and  lr)w,  were 
Iniiiltenncn  ;  and  it  has  never  yet  liberated  itselt'  their 
baleful  sway.    As  Moore  says, — 

<«TbB  tnfl  or  die  NfpflDt  U  imr  it  aD." 

As  the  pines  had  bei^un  to  fail,  I  presnme  its  iiopulation  was 
declining?  when  Ave  sctlhtd  tliere,  or  a  liouse  that  mif::ht  be 
lived  in  with  IVugal  eomtort  eould  not  have  been  hired  for 
S  lt»  pur  aiiDum  ;  but  it  hjul  then  a  cousiderahly  lar^'er  ]>o])U- 
lation  than  it  lias  to-day,  —  our  sehool-district  at  least  twice 
its  much.  "(Joint!:  West"  has  ever  since  been  tlie  geiieml 
proclivity ;  thuugli  I  hcbe\  e  any  one  who  understands  and 
likes  dairy  farming  can  bu\-  laud  and  buildings  there  elieaper 
tlian  anywhei"e  beyond  tlie  Ohio.  Ry  and  hv  some  one  will 
settle  then?  who  knows  how  to  apply  tlie  superabundant  lime 
to  the  strong  but  stubborn  clay ;  makin^^  farms  richly  worth 
$  1 00  per  acre  which  now  go  begging  at  $  30.  UntU  then,  let 
West  haven  sleep;  for  /  lack  power  or  time  to  wnke  her.  I 
<  an  heartily  commend  her  reniaininj:^  people  —  all  faimers, 
after  a  sort  —  as  too  honest  to  need  a  lawyer,  and  too  wise  to 
suppoi-t  a  groL^r-shop,  even  though  the  law  had  not  forbidden 
any  one  t«»  ojK-n  it. 

Wlieu  we  lirst  set  our  stakes  there,  father  was  thirty-eight 
and  mother  was  thirty-three  years  ohl.  T  was  not  (juite  tenj 
my  brother  and  two  sisters,  eight,  six,  and  four,  i"esj[jectively. 
A  tliird  sister  —  the  youngling  of  the  llock  —  was  born  two 
years  later;  and  all  five  of  ns  chihhen  have  been  spared 
through  the  intervening  forty-seven  years. 

We  now  made  the  acq^uaintance  of  genuine  poverty, — not 
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beggaiy,  nor  dependence,  but  the  muuly  American  sort.  Our 
Slim  totid  of  worldly  goods,  mcliuliii^r  funiiturc,  bedding,  and 
the  clothes  we  stood  in,  may  liave  been  worth  $  200 ;  but,  as 
we  had  afterward  to  pay  that  amount  on  old  New  Hampshire 
debts,  our  material  possessions  may  be  fairly  represented  by  0, 
with  a  credit  for  S  200  worth  of  clothing  and  household  stuff. 
Yet,  we  never  needed  nor  ran  into  debt  for  anything ;  never 
were  without  meal,  meat,  uid  wood,  and  very  rarely  without 
money.  Father  went  to  chopping  at  fifty  cents  per  day,  with- 
out repining  or  apprehension ;  and  we  children  all  went  to 
school  till  Spring,  though  there  were  no  school-funds  in  those 
days,  and  rate-bills  for  four  childrm  made  quite  a  hole  in  a 
gross  income  of  $  3  per  week.  Hitherto,  we  had  never  lived 
within  a  mile  of  a  school-house ;  now,  we  were  within  fifty 
rods  of  one,  —  in  fact,  of  ttw  ;  for  a  quarrel  had  split  the  dis- 
trict, and  two  schools  were  in  full  blast  on  our  arrival,  —  one 
on  either  side  of  us.  The  Verm9nt  schools  were  ratlier  better 
than  the  New  Hampshire,  —  better,  at  least,  in  tlus :  their 
terms  were  longer.  I  never  tried  them  in  Summer,  —  except 
during  one  very  rainy  day;  but  I  had  a  full  opportunity  in 
Winter;  and  I  deeply  regret  that  such  homely  sciences  as 
Chemistry,  Geology,  and  Botany  were  never  tausfht,  —  were 
not  even  named  therein.  Had  our  ran<^e  (jf  studies  included 
these,  I  had  ample  time  to  learn  something  of  them ;  and  iXiiA 
would  have  proved  of  inestimable  value  to  me  e\  ermore.  Yet, 
I  am  thankful  that  Algebra  had  not  yet  been  thrust  into  our 
rural  common  schools,  to  knot  the  brains  and  squander  the 
time  of  those  who  should  be  learning  soiuething  of  positive 
and  practical  utility. 

Before  the  Spring  of  1821  opened,  father  bad  taken  a  job  of 
clearing  fifty  acres  of  wild  land,  a  mile  north  of  our  cot ;  and 
here  he  and  his  sous  were  employed,  save  in  Winter,  lor  the 
next  two  years. 

The  work  was  rugged  and  grimy,  but  healthful.  Tlie  land 
had  been  timbered  with  Yellow  Pine,  a  thousand  years  bef()re, 
—  as  a  hundred  giant  trunks,  long  since  j)rostrated,  but  not 
jet  wholly  mouldered  back  to  dust^  attested.    This  was  fol- 
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lowed  hf  a  finwt  of  White  Fiiies,  o£  whieh  hundrecU  ^Rrere 
•kill  standing,  mostly  lifeless ;  while  a  kige  nmnber  lay  prone 
and  dead»  thon^  the  trunks  were  mainly  soimd.  Black  Aah 
m  abundance  formed  a  later  and  generally  living  growth ; 
though  a  fieice  coiif^ii<^n-utloii,  which  swept  over  this  whole 
legion,  dcodng  a  great  drouth,  four  years  before  we  saw  it,  had 
devQQied  much,  and  killed  more  of  the  forest,  but  incraaeed 
die  undergrowth  of  Beech,  Alder,  Poplar,  etc.,  which  we  wen 
leqniied  to  dispose  of.  When  we  first  attacked  it^  the  snow 
was  just  goinii,  and  the  water  and  slash  were  knee-deep.  We 
were  all  indifferent  choppers,  when  compared  with  those  who 
usually  grapple  with  gieat  forests ;  and  the  job  looked  so  for* 
midabie  that  travellers  along  the  ttmipike  which  skirted  our 
task  were  aocnsfcomed  to  halt  and  comfort  xm  with  piedictions 
that  we  boys  would  be  grown  men  before  we  saw  the  end  of 
it  Bntp  cutting  trees  and  bushes ;  chopping  up  great  trunks 
into  manageable  lengths^  drawing  them  together,  rolling  up 
and  boining  great  heaps  of  logs ;  saving  out  here  and  there  a 
log  that  would  do  to  saw ;  digging  out  rotten  pines  from  the 
soil  wherein  they  had  embedded  themselves,  so  that  they 
might  diy  snfficiently  to  bom;  piling  and  baming  brash  and 
totten  or  ^vorthless  sticks*  and  carting  home  such  wood  as 
sen  cd  for  fuel,  we  persevered  until  the  job  was  done ;  when  I 
ooald  have  began  another  just  like  it  and  managed  so  as  not 
to  require  mote  than  two  thirds  of  the  labor  we  expended  oa 
this.  And  now,  if  any  one  has  a  great  tract  of  land  to  clear 
of  hvQs,  decaying  logs,  and  buslies,  I  faiu  y  that  I  might  give 
hini  liirits  worth  considfflcing.    N.R — I  w  ork  for  pa}- 

We  had  been  farmers  of  the  poorer  class  in  I^^ew  Hamp- 
shire ;  we  took  lunk  with  day-laborers  in  Yeimont.  We  had 
lived  freely,  though  not  lavidily,  much  less  sumptaously,  in 
our  earlier  home  ;  here,  we  were  compelled  to  ol)serve  a  sterner 
frugality.  The  braad  of  our  class  in  this  section  was  almost 
mlaavelj  made  of  rye,  —  Indian  com  being  little  grown  on 
the  day  soil  of  Westsm  Vermont,^ —  and,  though  there  aia 
always  about  six  women  alive  who  know  how  to  mfke  of  rjtt 
the  best  bread  ever  tasted,  ova  mother  was  not  one  of  these, 
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and  never  learned  their  admirable  art.  Then  the  clay  itself, 
alternating  with  the  weather  from  mire  to  rock,  is  not  well 
adapted  to  bare  feet;  while  the  detestable  Canada  thistles, 
which  infest  every  road  and  almost  every  field  in  Westhaven, 
are  not  conducive  to  placidity  of  temper  or  jiropriety  of  speech. 
Having  the  sharp  lances  of  these  thistles  dug  out  of  my  fes- 
tered feet  with  needles  was  long  my  daily  terror  and  my 
nightly  torture;  the  tough,  horny  integument  with  which 
their  rough  experiences  had  covered  our  naked  feet  rendering 
the  dislodgement  of  the  thistle-beaixls  more  laborious  and 
painful  than  any  soft-footed  person  can  realiza  I  have  never 
smce  been  able  to  appraise  stiff  clay  soils  at  their  full  valua 

A  precipitous  ledge,  eighty  rods .  east  of  the  turnpike  from 
which  we  worked  westward,  afforded  us  good  spring  water, 
and  supplied  us  also  with  rattlesnakes,  whereof  we  kiUed 
some,  which  might  have  i)roved  annoying  to  us  barefoot  boys, 
as  we  worked  among  the  brush  and  weeds^  had  tliey  caught 
the  idea.  Still,  clearing  land  is  pleasant  work,  esjiecially 
when  you  have  a  hundred  heaps  of  logs  and  brush  burning  at 
once  of  a  dark,  windy  night ;  whUe  ten  or  twenty  acres  of 
fallen,  leafy  timber,  on  fire  at  once,  affords  a  magnificent  spec- 
tacle. We  were  to  have  had  8  7  per  acre,  with  the  use  of  a 
team,  and  half  the  wood  suitable  for  timber  and  fuel ;  and, 
though  even  in  those  days,  was  not  lar<^e  pay  for  two 

years'  work  of  a  man  and  two  boys,  we  were  well  satisfied. 
In  the  event,  however,  Mr.  Minot  died  before  we  had  eflectcd 
a  settlenieni ;  when  his  estate  was  declared  insolvent^  and  we 
were  juggled  out  of  a  part  of  our  pay. 

Our  tliird  year  in  Vermont  was  s])ent  two  miles  farther 
w^t,  where  we  inhabited  Mid  worked  a  little  place  known  as 
Flea  Knoll,  while  father  ran  a  neighboring  saw-miU  on  shares; 
As  he  sawed  twelve  hours  on  and  twelve  off,  with  a  partner, 
I  insisted  on  bein^  his  heljier ;  but  I  think  once  working  from 
noon  till  midnight  satiated  my  ambition,  and  I  never  fully 
learned  the  art  and  mystery  of  sawing  boards  by  water-jx)wer. 
My  brother,  though  younger,  was  more  persistent,  and  made 
gieater  pipgiesa.  I  gave  that  Summer  pretty  diligently  to 
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fanning,  with  veiy  meagie  nsiiliB.  First,  the  season  ires  wet 
till  the  l$i  of  June ;  and  our  com,  planU^I  in  mortar,  enooan- 
tered  a  brick-like  crust  when  it  undertook  to  come  up ;  and, 
unable  to  pierce  or  break  it,  pushed  laterally  under  it  for  two 
inches  or  so,  until  we  dog  off  the  crust,  and  intnxluced  the 
pale,  imprisoned  shoots  to  sxinshine.  Xext  came  a  long  Sum- 
mer of  intenae  drouth,  baking  and  cracking  our  fields,  so  that 
tlie  hoe  made  no  sen  on s  impression  on  their  xock-like  masses, 
causing  the  com  to  stand  still  and  turn  jellow,  while  the 
thigfW  came  np  thick,  rank,  and  vigorotis,  covering  the  fields 
with  a  Terdue  most  dec(  itful  to  the  eye  at  a  distance.'  We 
had  fiuled  in  an  attempt  to  make  maple  sugar  that  Spring:  the 
Mason  heing  bad,  the  taees  distant^  and  our  knowledge  of  the 
art  YBiJ"  meaiifre;  oar  crops  amounted  to  little;  while  the 
water  we  drank  heie  was  so  bad  that  the  fever  and  ague  stmok 
down  our  parents  in  the  Fall,  and  all  of  us  cliildren  next 
Spiing,  when  we  beat  a  precipitate  retreat  fnm  "  Flea  Knoll/* 
— wh^  it  was  said  that  no  family  cvor  remained  more  than 
a  year, — and  returned  to  the  Minot  estate ;  living  in  a  laiger 
iiouse  just  west  of  our  former  tenement,  cultivating  the  a4ji^ 
cent  land  on  shares,  and  during  off  some  twenty  acres  more 
of  yoong  White  Pine,  for  which  we  were  to  l)e  paid  by  two 
years*  crops ;  which  proved,  in  the  main,  a  iailuie :  our  wheat 
being  destroyed  by  the  midge. 

Thus  ended  my  boyish  expedeno^  of  farming,  wiiich  may 
he  said  to  hare  commenced  in  my  sixth,  and  closed  with  my 
filteenth  year.  Ihiiing  the  whole  period,  though  nn  eager 
and  omnivorous  reader,  I  never  saw  a  book  tliiit  tn  ati  d  of 
ikgriiniltiueandthenatiiralsdenoesanxilianMlR  ieto.  I  think 
I  never  saw  even  one  copy  of  a  periodical  devoted  mainly  to 
jfiuming;  and  I  doubt  that  we  ever  harvested  one  bounteous 
crop.  A  good  field  of  lyc,  or  com,  or  grass,  or  potatoes,  we 
aometimes  had ;  but  we  had  more  half  crops  than  whole  ones ; 
and  a  good  yield  of  any  one  product  was  generally  balanced 
by  two  or  tiu-ee  poor  ones.  I  know  I  had  the  stuff  in  me  for 
an  efi&dent  and  successful  &rmer;  but  such  training  as  I 
leoeived  at  home  would  never  have  brought  it  out  And  the 
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moral  I  would  deduce  from  my  experience  is  simply  this: 
.  Our  farmers^  sons  escape  from  their  fathers'  coiling  whenever 
they  can,  because  it  is  made  a  mindlens,  imnotonous  drudgery, 
instead  of  an  cnnohlinrf,  liheraliziiKj,  inldlectnai  pursuit .  Could 
I  have  known  in  my  youth  what  a  business  farniiiijr  some- 
times is,  always  may  be,  and  yet  generally  sliall  be,  1  would 
never  have  souL'lit  nor  chosen  aiiv  otlier.  In  the  farmer's 
calling,  as  I  saw  it  followed,  tliere  was  neither  scoi>e  for  ex- 
panding faculties,  incitement  to  constant  growtli  in  knowl- 
edge, nor  a  spur  to  generous  ambition.  To  preserve  existenco 
was  its  ordinary  impulse;  to  get  rich,  its  exceptional  and 
most  exalted  aim.  So  I  turned  from  it  in  dissatisfaction,  if 
not  in  disgasfe^  and  Bought  a  dififeient  sphfiire  aod  vOcatioiL 


Fairhaven,  lying  soutlieast  of  Westliaven,  was  tbe  i^oorer 
of  the  two  towns  thirty  yeai's  ago,  producing  no  surjjhis  ])ut 
of  r}'e,  whicli  was  readily  transmuted  into  whiskey,  and  dmnk 
at  home  to  no  profit ;  but  tlie  more  recent  development  of 
her  natural  wealth  in  slate,  with  the  erection  of  mills  fur  saw- 
ing the  marble  abundantly  found  a  few  niilefi  farther  east,  has 
given  her  a  pretty  raj»id  and  quite  substantial  growth.  Though 
limited  in  area,  and  nowise  inviting  in  soil,  Fau-havcn  now 
takes  rank  with  the  more  prosperous  towiisliips  of  Vermont ; 
a  considemble  aecession  of  inhabitants, —  mainly  "Welsh  min- 
ers and  Irish  laborers, —  with  the  erection  of  new  dwellings 
and  other  stnictures,  evincing  the  tlirift  wliich  everywhere 
atteiids  or  follows  the  openii  g  of  a  new  held  for  productiro 
industry.  Fairhaven  might  to-day  be  mistaken,  at  a  hasty 
glane(j,  for  a  gi'owing  township  of  Pennsylvania  or  Ohio ; 
while  Westliaven  —  having  no  pursuit  but  Agi  iculture  —  lie.s 
petritied  and  lifeless  as  though  located  in  Xova  Scotia  or 
Lower  Canada.  Clearly,  Man  was  not  intended  to  live  b/ 
bread  aloQi^-<- whether  the  eating  or  the  growing  of  it 
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HAVINQ^  loved  and  devoured  newapftjwis — indeed,  every 
form  of  periodical — from  childhood,  I  early  lesdved 
to  be  a  ininter  if  I  oonld.  "When  but  eleven  yean  old,  hear^ 
jng  that  an  af^parentiee  ma  wanted  in  the  newapaper  office  at 
'Wlutefaall,  I  aocompanied  my  father  to  that  office,  and  tried 
baid  to  find  favor  in  the  printei^s  eyes;  bat  he  pzompOyand 
properly  lejected  me  as  too  yonng,  and  wodd  not  relent;  so 
I  trent  home  downcast  and  sosrowftil  No  new  opportonitf 
-waa  preBented  till  the  Spring  of  1826,  when  an  apprentice  was 
advertiaed  by  the  publishers  of  The  Northern  Spectator,  at 
East  Poaltney,  Yt  That  paper  had  just  been  pnrchaaed  by 
an  a8Booiatio&  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  place  from  its 
IbonderBy  Mieasts.  Smith  and  Sfante,  who  had  started  it  as  lite 
Pooltney  Gazette  three  or  four  years  before.  The  viDage, 
thoi^h  larger  and  m6ie  active  then  than  now,  was  not  ade- 
<Iiiaie  to  the  support  of  a  newspaper ;  but  the  citiaens  thought 
otherwise,  and  resolved  to  tnaintftiw  one,  under  tiie  manage- 
ment of  a  committee.  So  they  hired  from  New  York  an 
editor, — Mr.  Eb  &  Stone,  brother  of  the  more  distinguished 
editor  of  The  Comm^icial  Advertiser, — paid  handsome^  lor 
flie  printing-offioe  and  good-will,  and  went  ahead.  Much  of 
the  dd  force  having  left  with  tiie  retuii^  publishers,  there 
was  room  for  a  new  apfprentice,  and  I  wanted  the  place.  My 
Mket  was  about  starting  for  the  ^de  West  in  quest  of  a 
fntore  home ;  so,  not  needing  at  the  moment  my  services,  he 
xeadQy  acceded  to  my  wishes.  I  walked  over  to  Foultney, 
saw  the  publishers^  came  to  an  understanding  with  them,  and 
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returned;  and  a  few  days  afterward  —  April  18,  1826  — 
my  father  took  mo  dowu,  and  verbally  agreed  with  tlicm  for 
my  services.  I  was  to  remain  till  twenty  years  oi'  age,  be 
allowed  my  board  oidy  for  six  months,  and  thereafter  $  40  per 
annum  in  addition  for  my  clothing.  So  I  stopped,  an<l  went 
to  work ;  while  he  returned  to  VVesthavuu,  and  soun  lolY  in 
quest  of  a  moi^  inviting  region.  He  made  his  way  to  the 
town  of  Wayne,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  tlie  State  line 
opposite  Clymer,  Chautauqua  County,  N.  —  a  spot  where 
his  brothers  Benjamin  and  i^eonanl  liad,  tliree  or  lour  years 
earlier,  made  holes  in  the  tall,  dense  forest,  wliich  then 
covered  nearly  all -that  region  for  twenty  to  fifty  miles  in 
every  direction.  He  bought  out  first  one,  then  another 
pioneer,  until  he  had  at  length  two  or  three  hmidied  aei'es  of 
good  land,  but  covered  with  a  hea%'y  growth  of  Beech,  Maple, 
Elm,  Ifemluck,  &c.  Having  made  his  liisl  pui^chase,  —  wliich. 
included  a  log  hut,  and  tour  acres  of  clearing,  —  he  retnrneil 
for  his  family  ;  and  I  walked  over  from  Poultney  to  spend  a 
Sabbath  with  and  bid  them  farewell. 

It  was  a  sad  parting.  We  had  see  n  hard  times  togr  tliei", 
and  were  very  fondly  attached  to  each  other.  T  was  urj^ed 
by  some  of  my  kindred  to  give  up  Poultney,  — wli ere  there 
were  some  things  in  tlie  office  not  exactly  to  my  mind,  —  and 
accom|iany  them  to  their  new  home;  whence,  they  urged,  I 
could  easily  find,  in  its  vicinity,  anotlier  and  better  chance  to 
learn  my  chosen  trade.  I  was  stntn^ly  tempted  to  comply; 
but  it  would  have  been  bad  faith  to  do  so ;  and  I  turned  my 
face  once  more  toward  Poultney  with  dry  eyes  but  a  heavy 
heart.  A  word  from  my  mother,  at  the  critical  moment, 
miglit  have  overcome  my  resolution  ;  ]>ut  she  did  not  speak 
it,  and  I  went  my  way;  leavini:  tlie  family  soon  to  travel 
mueli  farther,  and  in  an  opposite  direction.  After  the  parting 
was  over,  and  I  well  on  my  way,  I  was  stronglj^  tempted  to 
return  ;  and  my  walk  back  to  Poultney  (twelve  miles)  was 
one  of  the  slowest  and  saddest  of  my  life. 

I  ha\'e  ever  since  been  thankful  that  I  did  not  yield  to  the 
temptation  of  the  hour.   Poultney  was  a  capital  place  to 
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■em  an  spprentioeship.  EBsentiallj  a  raial  oommtmitj,  her 
people  are  at  once  mteOigent  and  moral;  and  there  are  few 
TiSagea  wherein  the  indtements  to  dissipation  and  vice  are 
fewer  or  less  obtrosiya  The  organisation  and  management 
of  oar  establishment  were  vicious ;  for  an  aiiprentioe  should 
have  one  master ;  while  I  had  a  series  of  them,  and  often  two 
or  three  at  onoe.  Firsts  onr  editor  left  ns ;  next,  the  company 
hroke  np  or  hioke  down,  as  any  one  might  have  known  it 
would ;  and  a  mercantile  firm  in  the  village  became  owneiB 
and  managers  of  the  concern;  and  so  we  had  a  succession  of 
editors  and  of  printers.  These  changes  enabled  me  to  demand 
and  receive  a  more  liberal  allowance  for  the  later  yeais  of  my 
i^vprentioeship;  bat  the  ofifice  was  too  laxly  ruled  for  the 
most  part,  and,  as  to  instractian,  evezy  one  had  perfect  liberty 
to  learn  whatever  he  could.  In  foct^  as  but  two,  cat  at  piost 
three,  peisons  were  employed  in  the  printing  department^  it 
would  have  puzded  an  apprentiee  to  avoid  a  practical  knowl* 
edge  of  whatever  was  done  there.  I  had  not  been  there  a 
year  before  my  hands  were  blistered  and  my  back  lamed  by 
woHdng  off  the  very  considerable  edition  of  the  paper  on  an 
cloU&shiened^  two-pull  Bamage  (wooden)  press, — a  task  be- 
yond my  boyish  strength, —  and  I  can  scarcely  recall  a  day 
wherein  we  were  not  hurried  by  our  work.  I  would  not 
imply  that  I  worked  too  hard ;  yet  I  think  few  apprentices 
work  more  ateadily  and  Mthfttlly  than  I  did  throughout  the 
four  years  and  over  of  my  stay  in  Poultney.  While  I  Hved 
at  home,  I  had  always  been  allowed  a  day's  fishing,  at  least 
once  a  month  in  Spring  and  Summer,  and  I  once  went  hunt- 
ing; but  I  never  fished,  nor  hunted,  nor  attended  a  dance,  noor 
any  sort  of  party  or  fandango,  in  Poultney.  I  doubt  that  I 
even  played  a  game  of  ball 

Yet  I  was  ever  considerately  and  even  kindly  treated  by 
those  in  tasHusdty  over  me ;  and  I  believe  I  generally  merited 
and  enjoyed  their  confidence  and  good-wiH  Yeiy  seldom 
was  a  word  of  reproach  or  disaatisfaction  addressed  to  me  by 
one  of  them.  Though  I  worked  diligently,  I  found  much 
tame  for  reading,  and  might  have  had  mor^  had  eveiy  leisure 
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hour  been  carefully  improved.  I  had  l)een  generously  loaned 
books  from  the  Minol  iiuuse  while  in  Westliaven ;  I  found 
good  ones  abundant  and  accessible  in  Poultney,  where  I  first 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  public  library.  T  ha^■e  never  "* 
since  found  at  once  books,  and  oi)portunity  to  enjoy  tlieui,  so 
ample  m  while  there ;  1  do  not  think  I  ever  before  or  .since 
read  to  so  much  proht.  They  say  that  apjnx^nticeship  is  dis- 
tasteful to,  and  out  of  fashiou  with,  the  btt^'s  of  oiu-  day  :  if  so, 
I  regret  it  for  their  sokes.  To  the  youth  wlio  asks,  "  How 
shall  I  obtain  an  education  ? "  I  would  answer,  "  Learn  a 
trade  of  a  good  master."  I  hold  fiiinl}-  that  most  boys  may 
thus  better  acquht;  the  kiipwlfidge  Hiey  need  than  by  spendii^ 
four  years  in  coUe|7e. 

1  was  kindly  allowed  to  visit  my  fitther's  family  in  iXicu: 
new  Western  home  ice  during  my  apprenticeship ;  having 
a  furlouffh  of  a  month  in  eillier  instance.  I  made  either  jour- 
ney by  way  of  the  Eiie  Canal,  on  tht^e  lincj-ixmts  whose  "  cent 
and  a  half  a  mile,  mile  and  a  half  an  hour,"  so  many  yet 
remember.  Kailroads,  as  yet,  were  not;  the  days  passed 
slowly  yet  smoothly  on  those  gliding  arks,  being  enlivem-d 
by  various  sedentary  games ;  but  the  nights  ^^■ere  tedious 
beyond  any  sleeping-car  experience.  At  daybreak,  you  M  i're 
routed  out  of  your  sliabby,  shelf-like  >>erth,  and  driven  on 
deck  lo  swallow  fog  M  hile  the  cabin  was  cleared  of  its  be<ls 
and  made  ready  f  »r  bi^eakfast.  I  say  nothmg  as  U^  "  tlic  good 
old  times";  hut,  if  anyone  would  recall  the  gooil  old  line- 
boats,  I  object.  And  the  \vretched  little  tubs  that  then  did 
duty  for  st<'amboats  on  i^ke  liiie  were  scarceh  less  conducive 
to  the  increase  and  d illusion  of  human  misery.  T  ha\e  suf- 
fered in  them  to  the  extent  of  mortal  endumuce ;  I  have  left 
one  nt  Dunkirk,  and  walked  twenty  miles  lo  Westfield,  instead 
of  kee])ing  on  1)V  boat  at  a  trilling  cliarge,  simply  because 
flesh  and  l»lood  could  bear  the  torture  no  longer.  T  trust  I 
have  due  respect  for  "the  good  old  ways"  we  often  liear  of; 
yet  I  feel  that  this  earthly  life  lias  been  pi-actically  lengthened 
«nd  sweetened  by  the  invention  and  construction  of  raikoads. 

Among  the  incidents  of  my  sc^oum  in  Poultney  that  mado 
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most  impression  on  my  mind  is  a  fugitive  slave-chase.  New 
York  had  professed  to  abolish  slavety  years  before,  but  had 
ordained  that  certain  bom  slaves  should  remain  such  till 
twenty-eight  years  old;  and  the  year  oS  jubilee  for  certain  of 
these  had  not  yet  come.  A  young  negro,  who  must  have  been 
nninstructed  in  the  sacredness  of  constitutional  guaranties^ 
the  rights  of  psoperty,  &o.,  4ui,,  &c.,  feloniously  abst  r<ictad  him- 
self from  his  master  in  a  nelghbonng  New  York  town,  and 
conveyed  the  chattel-personal  to  our  village;  where  he  was 
at  work  when  said  master,  with  due  process  and  foUowing, 
came  over  to  reclaim  and  recover  the  goods.  I  never  saw  so 
large  a  muster  of  men  and  boys  so  suddenly  on  onr  village- 
green  as  his  advent  incited  ;  and  the  result  was  a  speedy  dis- 
appearance of  the  chattel,  and  the  return  of  his  master,  dis- 
consolate and  niggeiless,  to  the  place  whence  he  came.  Every- 
thiqg  on  onr  side  was  impromptu  and  instinctive ;  and  nobody 
suggested  that  pnvy  or  hate  of  "  the  South,"  or  of  New  York, 
or  of  the  master,  had  impelled  the  rescue.  Our  people  hated 
injustice  and  oppression,  and  acted  as  if  they  could  n't  help  it 
Another  fresh  recollection  of  those  iMr-off  days  concerns 
Qfor  Poultuey  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Ameri- 
cen  ludepeudeDce.  I  know  we  still  celebrate  the  Fourth  of 
July ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  glory  has  departed. 
In  theee  times*  we  had  always  from  twenty  to  fifty  Revolu- . 
tionary  soldiers  on  the  platform, — veterans  of  seventy  to 
'  maety  years,  in  whose  eyes  the  recurrence  of  the  nation's  an- 
niversary seemed  to  rekindle  "  the  light  of  other  day%/'  The 
semi-centenniaL  celebration  brought  out  these  in  fuU  force,— 
the  gatherings  were  unnsnaUy  large,  and  the  services  impre^ 
aive;  since  few  of  those  present,  and  none  of  the  veterans,  could 
MtionaUy  hope  to  see  its  repetition.  The  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence sounded  far  less  antediluvian  than  it  novrdoes; 
the  quarrel  of  the  colonists  with  King  George,  if  not  recent^ 
was  yet  real ;  and  the  old  soldiers  foigot  for  a  day  their  rheu- 
matism, their  decrepitude,  and  their  poverty,  and  were  proud 
of  their  bygone  perils  and  HftTa^hip^^  and  their  abiding  scars. 

I  doubt  that  Poultney  hsa  smoe  been  so  thrilled  with  patriotio 
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emotion  as  on  that  4th  of  July,  1826 ;  and  when  we  learned, 
a  few  days  later,  that  Thomas  Jefferson  and  John  Ailarns,  the 
author  and  the  great  champion,  respectively,  of  the  Declara- 
tion, had  both  died  on  that  day,  and  that  the  messengers 
bearing  South  and  North,  res])ectivply,  the  tidinjis  of  tlieir 
decease,  had  met  in  Pliilndflplnn,  nnd^n'  the  sliadow  of  that 
Hall  \\\  which  our  Inde]>endeuce  was  declared,  it  seemed  that 
a  l)ivuie  attestation  had  solemnly  hallowed  and  sanctitied  th© 
groat  amiivdisaiy  by  the  impressive  loinistratioa  of  Death. 


Time  works  chan<:,^es,  even  where  a  hasty  glance  discerns 
but  immobility  ami  \  irtual  stagnation.  A  milroad  from  Troy 
to  Butland  (in«  >2agle  Bridge  and  Salem,  X.  Y.)  now  runs 
through  West  Poultney ;  increasing  the  decided  advantage 
which  that  village  had  alivady  achieved  over  its  rival  Iw  the 
establishment  witliin  it^s  limits  of  a  gn-at  M(?thodist'  seminary 
and  of  certain  manulactures.  East  Poultney  has  fewer  stores, 
fewer  mechanics'  shops,  less  business,  and  fewer  inhabi- 
tants, than  wlien  1  first  saw  it,  forty-odd  years  ago;  while 
scarcely  a  house  lias  meantime  been  built  within  its  limits. 
It  is  still  a  pleasant  place  to  visit,  however;  and  I  liro  in 
hopes  of  speudixig  a  quiet  week  there  aie  I  di& 


Our  paper  was  intensely  Adams  and  Clay  befoie,  and  in  Hm 
Presidential  struggle  of  1828,  and  our  whole  community  sym- 
pathized with  its  preference.  The  defection  of  our  State's  fore- 
most politician,  Governor  Cornelius  P.  Van  New,  after  he  had 
vainly  tried,  while  professing  to  be  an  Adams  man,  to  vanlt  from 
the  Go^'emor's  chair  into  the  United  States  Senate,  created 
a  passing  ripple  on  the  face  of  the  ounent,  but  did  not  begin 
to  stem  it  A  few  active  yet  unpopular  politicians  went  ov«r 
with  him ;  but  the  masses  stood  firm,  especially  in  oar  seotion, 
where  the  influence  of  Hon.  Kollin  C.  Mallary,  our  zeptesent- 
ative  in  Congress,  was  unrivalled.  The  Jackson  party  nomi- 
nated him  for  Congress ;  but  that  did  not  aflfect  his  position, 
nor  much  a£fect  his  vote,  which  in  any  case  would  have  been 
near^  unanimom  We  VermonteES  were  all  FroteotioniBts ; 
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and  Mr.  Mallaiy  the  foremost  champion  of  our  cause  in 
the  Honse.  He  made  a  speech  in  Poultney  the  eveoiiig  before 
the  election,  when,  though  the  omens  ^von^  sinister,  we  still 
hoped  that  Adams  might  be  leijlected  The  Jaclcson  paper 
nearest  us  headed  its  Electoral  Ticket,  "For  General  Jackson 
and  a  Protective  Tariff";  and  Jackson  men  all  over  the 
North  and  West  protested  that  their  party  was  as  decidedly 
for  Protectkm  as  ours ;  pointing  to  the  attitude  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  once  the  leading  Protectionist  and  the  stron<TL'st 
Jackson  State;  but  we  could  not  help  seeing  that  aU  the 
Free  Traders  were  for  Jackson;  that  Calhoun  was  rao&iilig 
witli  him  for  Vice-President;  and  that  South  Carolina  wa» 
threatening  n^UifiiMion  and  foieible  resistance  if  the  Protec- 
tive policy  were  not  abandoned ;  and  we  concluded  that  cither 
Fmnf^ylvaniaor  Carolina  must  be  cheated,  and  that  the  latter 
would  take  ^'ood  care  not  to  be.  So  Mr.  Mallary  niged  ns  to 
stand  fast  by  those  whom  we  hmo  to  be  devoted  to  our  cher^ 
Ished  policy,  rather  than  try  those  whose  professions  were 
disciedited  by  notorious  facts ;  end  the  response  in  our  section 
mM  enthusiastic.  Poultney  gave  next  day  334  votes  for 
Adams  to  4  £or  Jaekaon.  I  doabt  that  her  vote  has  ever 
'  since  been  so  unanimous  or  so  strong.  ^Ind,  though  the  gen* 
enil  result  was  heavily  adverse  to  our  desperate  hopes, — only 
Now  England,  not  quite  half  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Dela- 
mste,  and  part  oi  Maiyland,  giving  ^Ir.  Adams  their  votes; 
while  Pennsjlvania,  the  rest  oi  New  York,  and  all  tl^  South 
and  West,  went  sgaanst  him, — we  had  the  poor  consolation^ 
that^  fat  whatever  disaster  the  political  revolution  migbfc- 
involve,  no  shadow  of  responsibility^  eoold  rest  m  our  own 
^etmintL 
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IX. 

MY  FAITH. 

I MUST  have  been  about  ten  years  old,  wliSD^  in  soino 
School-book,  whereof  I  have  forgotten  the  name,  I  first 
lead  an  accoTint  of  the  treatment  of  the  Athenians  by  Dem^ 
triiia>  called  Pollorcetes  (Destroyer  of  Cities),  one  of  the  sue- 
0888018  of  "Maoedonia's  madman."  I  cannot  lediaoover  that 
account;  so  I  TniBt  be  content  with  the  far  tamer  and  ksa 
▼ivid  nanation  of  the  franeh  biafcoxiait  BoUin 

Demetrius  had  withdrawn  himself  to  Ephesns  after  the  Bettls 
of  Ipsus,  [wherein  he  was  routed,]  sad  thoDoeenitMiiud  for  Oreeoe; 
his  whole  nsooroes  being  trasted  to  the  affiMtion  of  the  AUieniani^ 
with  whom  he  had  left  his  fleet»  money,  and  wife,  Deidanmk  Bat 
he  was  strangely  soipirised  and  ofiboded  when  he  was  met  on  hia 
way  by  ambassadors  from  tho  Athenians,  who  came  to  apprise  him 
that  he  oould  not  be  admitted  into  their  city,  because  tho  people 
had,  by  a  decree,  prohiliited  the  reception  of  any  of  tho  kings ; 
they  also  informed  him  thut  his  consort,  Doidamia,  had  )t  ;  ti  '  Oii- 
dacted  to  Mecnra  with  tho  lionors  and  attendance-  <bio  to  her 
di<jni'ty.  Di-nictriiis  \v;u^  then  eoiisiblp  of  tho  \'aluc  of  honoTK  and 
homages  extorte*!  hy  foar,  and  whidi  iliil  ii'^t  j)r<^(>d  frora  the  wilL 
Ttiu  postiire  of  his  uiVairs  not  pomiiti  inj;  him  to  rovon;ro  tho  perfidy 
of  that  |>eople,  he  contented  himself  witli  intimatiiiLT  his  complaints 
to  them  in  a  moderato  manner,  and  dt'iuanded  his  ^;dU«ys  ;  with 
which,  as  soon  m  ho  luui  received  theui,  L&  ^iailed  toward  tho 
Chersonesus.** 

N"ot  many  inontlis  (•la])st^(l  Ix'forc,  tliroii;^]!  one  of  those 
Btran^^e  and  sudden  mntnations  wliicdi  wi-ro  frequent  thmni^h- 

out  his  career,  the  Ibrtunes  of  Demetrius  wete  oomidetely 
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Tutored,  and  he  was  enabled  to  settle  his  nuumig  aoconnt 
with  those  who  had  proved  80  treacherous  in  his  advenily. 
I  return  here  to  the  namtion  of  RoUin : — 

"Athens,  as  we  haye  already  observed,  lu\d  revolted  from  Demd> 
triii%  and  shut  her  gates  against  him.  But,  when  that  prinoa 
thought  he  had  sufficiently  provided  for  the  security  of  his  terri- 
tories in  Asia,  ho  moved  apuinst  that  rebellions  and  ungrateful 
city,  with  a  resolution  to  punish  her  as  she  deserved.  The  first 
year  was  devoted  to  the  concjucst  of  the  Mcssenians,  and  of  some 
other  cities  which  Jia<l  qumed  his  j)arty  :  })ut  )i"  returned  the  next 
season  to  Athens,  which  he  closed,  blocked  uji,  .md  reduced  to  liio 
last  extremity,  by  cutting'  off  all  influx  of  j)roviiiioiis,  A  fleet  of  ^ 
hundred  and  lil'ty  sail,  seuL  by  Kiug  Ttulemy  to  succor  the  Athen- 
kna,  and  which  appeared  off  the  ooast  of  M^ms^  afforded  them  but 
a  tmudeut  juy  ^  for,  when  this  naval  Ibroe  saw  a  strong  fieet  airbe 
fton  PelopoiinesaB  to  the  asaistsnoe  of  I>antetriiis»  besides  a  greaS 
number  of  otiter  voaoohi  from  Cypma,  and  that  t2»  whde  amounted 
to  three  hnndied,  they  weig^ied  anehor  sod  fled. 

**AItiioii^  the  Athenians  had  issued  a  deoree  hj  which  they 
msde  it  a  capital  offenoe  for  any  person  even  to  mention  a  peace 
with  Demetrins,  the  extremity  to  which  they  were  reduced  o1)Iigcd 
them  to  open  their  gates  to  him.  When  he  entered  the  city,  he 
eommanded  the  inhabitants  to  assemble  in  the  theatre,  which  ha 
Burroimdcd  with  armed  troops,  and  posted  his  guards  on  either 
side  of  the  Htaire  where  the  dramatic  pieces  were  wont  to  he  per- 
fornieil  ;  and  then,  desccndinn  from  the  upper  part,  of  tlie  theatre, 
in  the  nmnncr  iisnal  with  actors,  he  showed  hiniHi'lf  to  the  multi- 
tude, \vlv>  Bcemed  more  dciul  than  alive,  and  awaited  the  event  in 
inexpressiitlc  terror,  exj)ectin^  it  would  prove  their  sentence  to 
destruction ;  but  ho  dissipated  their  apprehensions  by  the  first 
words  ho  uttered :  for  he  did  not  raise  his  voice  like  a  man  enraged, 
nor  deUvcj^  himself  m  any  passionate  or  insulting  terms;  but 
softened  the  tones  of  his  Toioe^  snd  only  addressed  to  them  gentls 
complaints  and  amusaUe  expostulations.  He  pardoned  their  offence 
and  restored  them  to  his  hma^ — pmsonting  them,  at  the  ssmo  ' 
time,  with  100,000  messurSk  of  com  [wheat],  and  leinstating  such 
magntrates  as  were  most  agreeable  to  them.  The  joy  of  this 
people  may  he  easily  conceived  from  the  terrors  with  which  they 
wen  previously  affiscted ;  and  how  glorious  must  that  prince  be 
who  eould  alwi^  support  so  admirable  a  characteri" 
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Beflecting  with  admiration  on  this  exhibition  of  a  magna- 
nimity too  mre  in  liuman  annals,  I  was  moved  to  inquire  if  a 
Bpii  iL  so  nobly,  so  wisely,  transceii»img  the  mean  and  savage 
impulse  which  man  b)o  ulten  disguises  as  justice,  when  it  is 
in  essence  revenge,  might  not  be  reverently  termed  Divine  j 
and  the  firm  conclusicju  to  which  I  was  finsdly  led,  import<>d 
that  the  old  Greek's  tieatmeut  of  vanquisked  re])els  or  pros- 
trate enemies  must  forcil)ly  image  and  body  forth  that  ol'  the 
*King  immortal,  invisiV)le,  ami  only  wise  God.** 

"When  1  reached  tliis  conclusion,  I  had  never  seen  one  who 
was  called,  or  who  called  himself,  a  I'niversalist ;  and  I  neither 
saw  one,  nor  read  a  iJage  of  any  one's  writings,  for  years  there- 
after. I  had  only  heard  that  there  were  a  few  gmceless  repro- 
bates and  scurvy  outcasts,  who  pretended  to  believe  that  all 
men  would  be  saved,  and  to  wrench  the  Scrii»tures  into  some 
sort  of  conformity  to  their  moikcry  of  a  creed.  I  had  read 
tlie  Uible  througli,  much  of  it  repeatedly,  but  wheu  quit© 
Xa^(\  infantile  to  form  any  coherent,  dcliniu.'  synopsis  of  the 
doi  iiiiitis  I  presumed  to  Ije  taught  therein.  But,  soon  after 
entering  a  print  in  ^  u^Uce,  T  procured  exchanges  with  several 
Universalist  periodicals,  and  wjis  thencefoith  i'amiliar  with 
their  methods  of  interjiretation  aiul  of  argument ;  though  I 
first  heard  a  Rcrmou  preached  by  one  of  this  school  while 
pasi^ing  through  Buffalo,  about  1830;  and  I  was  acquainted 
with  no  society,  and  no  preacher,  of  this  faith,  prior  to  my 
arrival  in  New  York  in  August,  1831 ;  when  I  made  my  way, 
on  the  ixY^i  Siinday  morning  of  my  sojouni,  to  the  little  cliaywd 
in  Graij(J  Stivct,  near  Pitt, —  about  the  size  of  an  avemgo 
country  scliool-house, —  where  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Sawyer,  then 
quite  yoxmg,  ministered  to  a  congi-egation  of,  perhaps,  a 
luHidred  souls;  to  which  congreu^ation  I  soon  afterward 
attuciied  myself;  remaining  a  member  of  it  until  he  left 
the  city. 

I  am  not,  therefore,  to  be  classed  with  those  who  claim  to 
have  been  converted  Ironi  one  creed  to  another  by  studying 
tlie  liible  alone.  Certainly,  upon  re-reading  that  bo<d-:  in  the 
light  oi  my  new  oonvictions,  X  found  therein  abundant  j;uroof 
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of  tlieir  correctness  in  the  avernients  of  patriarchs,*  propliets,t 
apoetles,!  and  of  the  Messiah  §  himself.  But  uot  so  iimcli  in 
particular  passages,  however  p^Ttment  and  decisive,  as  in  t)ie 
spirit  and  general  scojxi  ul  iJh  <  l  uspel,  —  so  happily  blending 
inexorable  jmnisliment  for  every  uHence  with  luifailiiig  pity 
and  ultimate  forgiveness  for  the  chastened  transgressor,  —  thus 
savin;^'  sinners  fi-om  sin  by  leading  them,  through  bullering,  to 
loathe  and  foi^sake  it ;  and  in  laying  down  its  Golden  Itule, 
which,  if  of  umvei*sal  application,  (and  wliy  not?)  must  l>o 
utterly  inconsistent  witli  the  infliction  of  infinite  and  uneii'liii;^ 
torture  as  the  penalty  of  transient,  and  often  ignorant,  oliend- 
ing,  did  1  find  amjile  wanant  for  my  hope  and  truiit  that  aU 
sutlering  is  disuiplinai-v  and  tmnsiti'»nal,  aTid  .^liall  ultiinateJjT 
result  in  universal  huhiiess  and  con.sLH|^ueal  li  ijij^uie-sH. 

In  the  light  of  thi^i  faith,  the  dark  problem  of  E\  il  is  irra- 
diatvd,  and  virtuaDy  solved.  "Perfect  through  sulfering" 
was  the  way  traced  out  for  the  great  Captain  of  our  salvutitm : 
then  why  not  for  all  the  children  of  Adam  i  To  say  that 
temporary  ailliction  is  as  dillieult  to  reconcile  with  Divine 
goodness  as  eternal  agony  is  to  defy  reason  and  insult  common 
sense.  Tlie  iiistory  of  Joseph's  perfidious  sale  into  slavery  l)y 
his  brethren,  and  the  JJivine  overruling  ]|  of  that  crime  mto  a 
means  of  vast  and  permanent  blessing  to  the  entire  family  of 
Jacob,  is  directly  in  point.  Once  conceive  that  an  Oiuiiiscient 
Beneficence  presides  over  and  directs  the  entire  couisc  of 
human  affairs,  leading  ever  onward  and  u|)ward  to  unisersal 
purity  and  bliss,  and  all  evil  Injeonies  phenonn  ti;il  and  pre- 
paiutive, —  a  mere  curtain  or  passing  cloud,  which  hides  for  a 
moment  the  light  of  the  celestial  and  eternal  day. 

I  am  not  wise  enough,  even  in  my  own  conceit,  to  assume 
to  say  M-here  and  when  the  deliverance  of  our  race  from  evil 
and  suUering  ahaU  be  consummated.   Perceiving  that  man/ 
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leave  this  stage  of  being  depraved  and  unpenitent,  I  cannot 
believe  th<it  tliey  will  l)e  traiisiormed  into  angels  of  purity  by 
the  intervention  of  a  circumstance  so  purely  pliysical  and 
involuntary  a.s  deatli.  Holding  that  the  government  of  Gud 
is  everywhere  and  always  perfect  (however  inade<iuate  may 
be  our  c^om prehension  of  it),  I  infer  that,  alike  in  all  worlds, 
men  will  be  chastised  whenever  they  sludl  need  to  l)e,  and 
that  neither  by  suicide,  nor  any  otlier  device,  can  a  single 
individual  escape  the  penalty  of  liis  evil-doing.  If  Uian  is 
punished  because  he  viaJs  to  l)e,  —  because  that  is  hesi  for 
him,  —  why  should  such  diiicipline  be  restricted  to  this  span 
of  life  ?  ^Vliile  T  know  that  the  words  tmusluted  hell,  eternal, 
&c.,  in  our  vei-sion  of  the  Bible,  bear  various  meanings  which 
the  translators  ha\  e  befogged,  —  giving  hell,  the  grave,  the  pit, 
&c.,  as  e([uivalentc)  of  the  one  Hebrew  term  that  signifies  tlie 
unseen  home  of  de])arted  souls,  —  and  while  I  am  sure  that 
the  luxuriant  metaphors  whereby  a  state  of  anguish  and  sulfer- 
ing  are  depicK^d  were  not  meant  to  be  taken  literally,  —  I  yet 
realize  that  human  iniiiuity  is  often  so  flagrant  and  enormous 
that  its  punifhment,  to  be  just  and  efficient,  must  be  severe 
and  protr*ic  ted.  How  or  where  it  will  l)e  inllicted  are  matters 
of  incident  and  circimistance,  not  of  principle  nor  of  primary 
consecpience.  Enough  that  it  will  be  administered  by  One 
who  "  doth  not  willingly*  [that  is,  want^mlv]  afflict  nor  grieve 
the  children  of  men,"  but  because  their  own  higliest  good 
demands  it,  and  would  be  prejudiced  l>y  his  withholding  it. 
But  I  do  nut  dogmatize  nor  speculate.  I  rest  in  a  Tuore  as- 
sured conviction  of  what  Tennyson  timidly,  yet  impressively, 
warbles,  in  mourning  the  death  of  his  beloved  Mend : — 

Will  be  the  Anul  goal  of  ill, 
To  paugs  of  nature,  siiiB  of  will. 
Defects  oTdonbt,  mud  tdnts  «f  Uood; 

**Tluitaoiliini^  walks  with  ainlaM  Ibst; 
That  nut  one  life  shall  be  destroyad, 

Or  cast  as  rubhi>h  to  the  void, 
When  God  hath  nmde  tlic  pile  comply; 

•  Lain.  VOL.  S3. 
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*'Uiat  not  ft  worm  is  cloven  in  vnin ; 
»  That  not  a  moth,  with  vain  desire. 

Is  ahrivelled  in  a  fintitkas  fin^ 
Of  tnift  SttbMWM  ■notinr'fl  {[siiL 

"  Behold  1  wo  koow  not  anything : 

I  can  bat  tntst  that  good  thall  fiin 
At  last,  —  far  off,  ~  at  last,  to  all. 
And  vnix  WiDtar  «h«ogB  10  Spraigi'' 

Twenty  years  earlier,  Mrs.  Hemans,  when  on  the  brink  of 
the  angelic  life,  was  blest  witii  a  gleam  from  within  the  celes- 
tial gates,  and,  xa.  almost  her  last  sonnet,  lainlly  refracted  it 
as  follows : — 

"ON  BSG0KD8  07  DOCATUIIB  OENtOB. 

"  0,  judge  in  thoughtful  taaderaen  of  tliOM 

Who,  richly  dow^^  for  lift,  are  eaUfld  lo  ^ 
Src  the  soul's  flanie,  thnni'rh  storms,  h»th  WQB  WpOll 

In  truth's  dhinest  ether,  still  and  hiirh  ' 

Lot  their  uiinds'  richci>  claim  a  trui>ttui  sigh; 
Beam  dieai  bal  tad,  nraet  ItaigiiieDta  of  n  tmfai. 

First  notes  of  some  yet  struggling  harmony 
By  the  Btronp  riish,  the  cTowdin?  joy  and  pBiil» 

Of  many  inspirations,  met  and  held 

Fram  its  tnifl  ^han.  O,  mmh  it  might  hava  nveHed 
H^iartfedlj  ibrtlil  Kor  doubt  dut  He 

Whose  tonrh  mysterious  may  on  enrth  (lis!>olifli 

Those  links  of  miibic,  elsewhere  am  1 1  evolve 
Their  grand,  consummate  hymn,  from  passion-gusts  made  free  1 " 

If  I  proDOtmoe  tiiiiid  and  tentatiye  these  and  many  kindred 
utterances  of  modern  poets,  I  mean  only  that  the  great  truth, 
80  obscurely  hinted  by  one,  and  so  donbtingly  asserted  by  the 
oUht,  had  l<jn^'  iK-fop  been  more  firmly  grasped,  and  more 
boldly  prodainu'd.  by  seers  like  Milton  nnd  Pope,  and  has  in 
our  age  been  affirmed  and  systematically  elucidated  by  the 
oabn,  cogent  reasoning  of  Ballon,  the  critical  research  of  Bal- 
Ibor,  tite  fervid  eloquence  of  C]ia|iin,  and  hundreds  beside 
them,nntil  it  is  no  longer  a  feeble  2^ype»  a  trembling  aapiiu 
tion,  a  pleasing  hypothesis,  but  an  assured  and  joyful  con\io- 
tion.  In  its  clear  daylight,  the  liideous  Inquisition,  and  all 
kmdxed  devioea  for  tortuiing  heretics,  under  a  libellous  pre* 
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tciice  of  zeal  fr>r  (hkI,  .shrink  aiul  cower  in  shame  aixl  ti^rror; 
the  revolting  gallows  liiiU;s  itsell  ln»in  public  view,  prelimi- 
nary to  its  utter  nud  final  disaiipeaniiiee ;  and  man,  growing 
nsliamed  of  all  cruelty  anil  ix'veiige,  deaU  humiiiiiily  with  tho 
outcast,  the  pauper,  the  crimimil,  and  the  vanquiBhed  foe. 
The  overthrow  of  a  reltellii»ii  is  no  longor  the*  si«;nal  for 
8weepin<;  S|»oliation  and  niiussat-i-c  ;  the  duw  nl'all  dt"  an  ancient 
tyrauny  like  that  of  Najdes  is  followed  by  no  hut<  lieiy  of  [{a 
pertinacious  uphoMeiN  ;  and  our  earth  begins  to  l>o<lv  h-rtli  and 
mirror  —  but  so  siowiy,  so  faintly!  —  tlie  merciful  doctrines 
oi  the  meek  aud  loving  l^iuce  of  Peace. 


Perhaps  I  ought  to  add,  that,  with  the  great  body  of  the 
Universal ists  of  our  day  (who  herein  <litVer  fix>ia  the  earlier 
pioneers  in  America  of  our  faith),  I  believe  that  "our  Oo<l 
is  one  Loni,  — that  "  though  thore  he  that  are  called  godij, 
a^  tiieie  he  ^<»<ls  many  and  lords  many,  to  us  there  is  but  one 
God,  the  Father,  of  whom  are  all  tliin^^s,  one  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  hff  whom  are  all  thinjjs";*  and  I  find  the  relation 
between  the  Father  and  the  Savinur  of  mankind  most  fully 
and  elearly  set  forth  in  thatnmje^tie  first  n  hajiter  of  Hehiews, 
which  I  cannot  see  how  any  Trinitarian  can  ever  have  intently 
read,  without  percei\'ing  that  its  .\  li.tle  tenor  and  Imrden  am 
directly  at  war  with  his  conce])tion  of  "  three  j>ers.)ns  in  uno 
God,  X  i^-ux  I  see  how  Paul's  express  itssertion,  th.it  "  when 
all  thin^^'s  ,~,hall  be  subdued  unto  him,  then  shall  the  Son  him- 
self also  be  suhject  to  Him  that  put  all  tliin;^'ij  luider  him,  that 
God  may  be  all  in  all, "  f  is  to  be  reconciled  with  the  more 
popular  creed.  Howtjver,  I  war  not  up^m  others*  convictioov, 
bat  rest  saiisUed  with  a  simple  statement  of  my  own. 

•  l.OMbvULflkS.  tlOte.xf.tS. 
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WHEN"  T  entered  Poultney,  aii  aspirant  to  apprenticeship 
ill  her  priutiug-offic^,  I  knew  no  one  of  her  citizens 
or  residents  ;  w  hen  T  left  that  ]>lace,  aftiT  a  (juiet  sojourn  of  a 
little  more  than  four  yeai"s,  I  parted  witli  many  valued  friends, 
of  whom  all  who  snrvnve  still,  I  tnist,  remain  such.  I  have 
never  since  known  a  community  so  ^t  nerally  moral,  intelli- 
gent, jn(histrit)iis,  and  friendly,  —  never  one  where  so  much 
guo<i  was  kiiown,  and  so  little  evil  said,  of  neighbor  by  neigh- 
bor. There  is  no  single  individual  among  the  many  whose 
ac(|uaintaiic€  I  lormed  there,  of  whom  1  have  other  than  a 
kindly  remembrance ;  while  of  nearly  all  those  with  whom  I 
was  brought  into  immediate  contact  I  chfiiiah  fervid  and 
grateful  recollections. 

The  ivvo-story  wooden  house,  whence  our  Spectator  was 
is8ued,  still  stands  on  the  emt  Ride  of  the  street  leading  from 
north  to  soutli,  a  few  rods  southeast  of  tlie  Baptist  meeting- 
house, near  the  centre  of  the  village  gTeen ;  but  the  }»rinting 
luateriaLs  were  packed  up  directly  after  I  left,  and  have  l)eea 
sold  away,  —  1  know  not  whither.  No  single  numl)«'r  of  a 
journal  has  been  issued  from  that  town  since  I  leit  it  in 
June,  18:^0. 

A  friend  of  like  years  accom])uiued  me  thence  by  wagon  to 
Coiiistock's  Landing,  on  the  Champlain  Canal,  where  we 
waited,  5w?arcely  tweh  e  miles  from  Toultuey,  through  a  dreary 
day  of  pelting  min,  for  a  line-boat  from  Whitehall,  whereon 
we  crept  suail-like  to  Troy,  and  tlu'nce,  by  another  such  con- 
veyaucei,  to  3ufialo ;  though  my  friend  stopped  to  look  about 
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him  not  far  westward  of  Rochester.  I  kept  on  by  steamboat 
on  lake  Erie  to  Dunkirk,  and  thence  diagonally  across  Obaa- 
teraqua  Coimty  to  my  fiither's  in  Pennsylvania. 

I  think  it  was  on  this  visit  that  I  mado  my  best  day's  walk, 
—  from  Fiedonia,  through  May ville  and  Mina,  to  my  father's, 
which  can  hardly  be  less  than  forty  miles  now,  and  by  the 
zigzags  we  then  made  must  have  been  considembly  farther. 
I  have  known  my  father  to  ^  alk  iifty-two  miles  in  a  day, — 
that  iSy  betwixt  morning  and  midnight,  —  and  I  had  made 
thirty-six  miles  per  day  (from  Salem,  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  Westhaven)  before  I  was  fifteen  years  old ;  but  I 
oaoght  a  horseback  ride  for  several  miles  of  the  distance.  I 
estimated  the  route  I  travelled  from  Fredonia  to  Wayne  at 
forty-five  milei  of  bad  road,  equal  to  Mty  of  good.  He  who 
will  measure  his  walk  by  mile-stones,  as  I  have  done^  will 
discover  that  lively  and  persistent  stepfMiig,  with  no  stopping 
to  chase  butterflies,  is  required  t»»  make  four  miles  per  hour. 
I  have  done  tliis  on  the  tow-path  of  the  Delaware  and  Baiitan 
Canal ;  but  the  sweat  started  freely  pretty  early  in  the  second 
mile.  Beginning  at  twenty-five  miles  per  day,  walking  slowly, 
but  keeping  pretty  constantly  in  motion,  you  may  add  two  to 
three  miles  per  day,  till  you  have  reached  forty ;  all  abo?6 
that^  I  judge,  must,  for  most  persons,  inTolve  exliaustive 
fittigne.  I  once  walked  across  a  comer  of  Chautauqua  Lake 
when  it  was  fteshly  frozen,  and  learned  that  walking  on 
smooth  ice,  no  matter  how  firm  and  assured  your  tread,  will 
start  the  sweat  on  the  coldest  day,  though  you  have  been  quite 
cool  enough  while  walking  on  hard,  frozen  ground. 

Tho  railroads  havo  nearly  killed  pedestrian isni,  and  I  regrsfc 
it.  Days  of  steady,  solitary  walking  I  have  found  most  favor- 
able to  patient  meditation.  To  study  Kature  profitably,  yon 
must  be  left  alone  with  her,  —  she  does  not  nnveil  lu  i^elf  to 
babbling,  shouting  crowds.  A  walk  of  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  in  a  calm,  clear  October,  is  one  of  the  cheap  and  whole- 
some luxuries  of  life,  as  free  to  the  poor  as  the  rich.  I  do 
not  regard  the  modem  student  plan  of  tramping  and  campinj^ 
ton  to  twenty  in  a  mess,  aa  its  ftii  equivalent.  A  soUtaiy 
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irolk  of  day  after  day  is  inevitably  sober,  quiet,  thoughtful; 
and  the  weary  pedestrian  washes  his  feverish  feet  and  drops 
asleep  veiy  soon  after  he  has  halted  at  night.  An  encamp- 
ment of  several  pedestrians,  whether  in  tent  or  tavern,  is  prone 
to  stories,  songs,  gam^,  feasting,  drinking,  and  often  to  bois- 
terous hilarity,  whereby  lest  is  post^xmed  or  sacrificed,  and 
healtli  imperilled.  Of  oooisc,  these  evils  aie  oilten  shunned 
or  repelled;  yet  I  would  advise  the  young  pedestrian,  who 
seeikB  mainly  eiyoyinent^  to  travel  with  a  siqgia,  well-cliosen 
fiiend;  if  his  aim  be  meditation  and  self-improvemsnt^  let 
liim  swing  bis  pack  and  step  off  entirely  alona 

I  was  once  tmvdling  in  the  company  of  a  chance  oompanicKO, 
wbom  I  ha<I  never  seen  befoie,  and  have  not  seen  since,  —  a 
man  of  perhaps  forty  years,  —  when  our  route  led  us  through 
the  village  of  Mayville,  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  We  were 
in  doubt  as  to  our  road  beyond  that  village,  and  civilly  in- 
qniied  oar  way  of  a  thrifty  citisen  whom  we  met.  He  looked 
US  well  over,  andySeelDg  that  we  were  evidently  of  no  account, 
vouchsafed  us  never  a  word  of  reply,  but  passed  us  in  utter 
fliknoa  We,  too,  walked  on  without  remark,  until,  at  length, 
my  companion  broke  the  stillness  with  the  abropt  observatioii : 

"  T  nm  glad  I  have  got  to  die  some  time." 

1  did  not  see  the  point,  and  looked  inquiry. 

" Because^"  he  resumed,  "that  man  has  got  to  die  just  the 
«me  as  I  have." 

I  saw. 

On  my  first  visit  to  my  father's  forest  home,  I  had  entered 
the  little  hamlet  termed  Clymer,  —  then  of  four  or  five  very 
new  houses, — just  at  dusk  of  a  Saturday  nighty  when  I  learned 
that  the  log-oahiu  I  sought  was  three  miles  away  in  a  south- 
westerly couzBC;  "But  you  can*t  make  your  way  to  it  to* 
idfjbi,"  1  was  very  properly  advised.  I  tiied  to  hire  some  one 
to  guide  me,  bnt  without  success ;  there  was  no  tavern  to  stay 
at;  so  X  took  the  tiuck  pointed  out,  and  plunged  into  the 
darkening  woods.  Half  a  mile  on,  the  cart-tracks  diverged ; 
and  I  took  the  more  easterly  and  wrong  one.  I  went  on  till 
I  found  a  log-K»bin  tenanted  by  a  mother  and  her  ohildran, 
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who  re»ponde<l  to  my  inquiri'  -  that  they  knew  the  way  to 
Zack  Greeley's  quite  well,  but  that  it  was  two  miles  off, 
throu^^h  tleii-se  woods,  away  from  any  road,  and  could  not  Ixj 
reached  that  night,  especially  as  the  two  intervening  cabins 
stood  tenantless,  —  their  usual  occupanti?  having  gone  off  to 
work  on  the  Pennf?}'lvania  State  Canal,  then  being  dug  in  the 
Tirinity  of  Meadville.  I  wn'>  Tires.sed  to  stay  hert^  till  morn- 
ing,  and —  tliere  being  no  pracLical)le  alternative^ — consentetL 
Tlie  liouse  was  (juit^  new,  consisting  of  a  single  room,  some 
twenty  by  sixteen  feet,  and  tlie  loc^s  of  which  it  was  built 
were  still  so  green  that  the  lire  was  imwle  close  to  one  side^ 
on  the  l)are  earth,  with  no  fireplace  and  no  chimney  save  a 
liole  tlirough  the  liark -covered  roof.  Tlie  man  of  the  house 
soon  came  home,  and  wo  all  slej>t  sweetij  till  motning,  wbok 
I  made  my  way  to  my  destiiintion. 

The  cabin  which  my  fatlier  had  bought  with  his  land  was 
a  little  better  than  that  I  have  just  described,  but  nothing  to 
bmg  of.  ^ly  mother  - —  l)orn  halt  a  century  after  the  loji-cabiii 
Stage  of  Londonderry  —  could  never  be  reconciled  to  this,  nor 
to  either  of  the  two  rather  better  ones  that  tlie  family  tenanted 
before  it  emerged  into  a  poor  sort  of  framed  house.  In  fact, 
she  had  plunged  into  the  primitive  forest  too  late  in  life,  and 
never  became  re(^ciled  to  the  pioneer^s  inevitable  diseani- 
forts.  The  chimney  of  the  best  log-house,  she  insisted,  vn?rM 
smoke ;  and  ite  roof,  in  a  driving,  drenching  rain,  wmdd  leak, 
do  wliat  you  might.  I  think  the  shadow  of  the  great  woods 
opptessed  her  frmn  the  hour  ahe  firet  entered  them;  and, 
thoQgh  removed  but  two  generations  from  pioneer  ancestors, 
she  was  never  leooncikd  to  what  the  less  zoqghly  bred  must 
always  deem  privations  and  hardships.  I  Beyer  caught  the 
old  smile  on  her  face,  the  familiar  ^adnew  in  her  mood,  the 
hearty  joyfulness  in  her  manner,  from  the  day  she  entersd 
those  woods  until  that  of  her  death,  nearly  thirty  years  later, 
in  August^  1866.  Though  not  yet  sixty-eight,  she  had  foe 
years  been  worn  out  by  hard  work,  and  broken  down  in  mind 
and  body.  Tho<;e  who  knew  her  only  in  her  later  jevB,  when 
toll  and  trouble  had  gained  the  yiotorj  opver  her,  nms  tnilj 
knew  her  at  alL 
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My  father  had  for  many  years  —  perhaps  from  boyhood  — 
fixed  ^  affections  an  Western  Pennsylvania  as  his  ultimate 
home ;  and  the  region  to  which  his  footsteps  were  at  length 
directed  is  essentially  a  good  one.  Situated  on  high,  moder- 
ator rolling  land,  just  across  the  line  from  Clymer,  Chau- 
teoqua  County,  K  Y.,  in  Erie  OooiityyPla.,  two  miles  from  the 
Itne  of  Warren  County,  tlie  region  IS  lieoltiiy  and  Ihe  soil 
tibmaf^  though  bettor  adapted  to  grass  tban  to  grain.  He 
aever  wished  to  move  again.  Still,  lb  was  a  mistake,  at  his 
time  of  life,  to  plunge  so  deep  into  tlie  primitive  forest.  The 
giant  timber  —  Beech,  Maple,  Hemlock,  Eboa,  Ash,  Basswood, 
4fco. — yielded  yeiy  slowly  to  his  axe;  he  and  my  brother 
wm  often  a  f\ill  Winter  month  in  chopping  off  an  acre ;  and 
logging  tip  nnd  buiiiiqg  made  another  serious  job ;  stUl  leaving 
the  soil  colli  with  green  root^;,  and  deformed  by  an  eniption 
oC  stamps,  which  must  be  allowed  years  wherein  to  rot  out. 
A  wealthy  pioneer,  who  can  pay  for  slashing  or  winrowing 
ibrty  to  eighty  acres  at  once  of  timber  when  in  full  leaf,  and 
can  afford  to  let  it  lie  untouched  for  a  full  year  (better  still, 
two  yeais),  and  thon  pat  fire  into  it  when  favored  by  a  dry 
Spell  and  a  good  hrseze,  then  log  off  and  piit  it  into  grain 
forthwith,  may  clear  at  a  third  of  the  cost  to,  and  have  his  land 
in  hx  better  condition  Hum  the  poor  settler,  who  must  bum 
up  lufl  timber  green,  because  be  needs  the  land  to  tiU,  and 
oranotafibrd  to  layout  of  the  fnutB  of  his  labor  for  yeaxs. 
Tlins,  a  poOT  man  hews  a  farm  out  of  the  great  woods  at  mm 
than  twke  the  pioper  cost^  and  iignxes  the  soil  by  the  pro- 
ee^.  T  presume  my  folks  gave  two  thousand  da>'s'  work  to 
gpUhering  ashes  from  their  burned  log-lieap??,  and  leaching 
them  into  "Black  Salts"  (die  base  of  Pot  and  Pearl  Ashes), 
liecanse  they  must  have  ^vhc^e^^'ith  to  pay  store-bills,  tliougU 
the  product  did  not  give  fifty  cents'  return  for  each  fair  day's 
vork,  and  the  removal  of  the  ashes  unpoverished  the  soil  by 
more  tliaa  they  brought  Bat  the  crops  grown  among  green 
looliy  in  a  small  excavation  from  a  vast,  tall  forest,  are  pie* 
carious  and  scanty  at  best>  being  preyed  ujwn  by  pigeons  in 
nqrnadp,  and  by  all  manner  of  |oiuvlboted  beasts;  and  the 
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jiooeer's  fhmiljr  mnai  somdiow  live  while  he  slowly  trans- 
ftwnMi  thft  flfciihhfKnp  wildflOMM  into  fiiiitfiil  fieldB  And  oiohftids* 


After  spending  some  weeks  at  lioTiie,  T  snii<;ht  work  at  my 
trade  in  variotis  dircctiou-s :  tindiii^  a  litile  Hi-si  at  Jamestown, 
N.  Y.,  and,  aiter  an  iiitei\  al,  more  at  Ix)di  (now  ^n^%'aTlda), 
Cattaraugns  County,  where  I  received  8  11  per  month  for  six 
weeks;  but  my  eniploycT  could  afford  to  bin-  a  joume}Tnan 
no  longer;  and  1  tlience  walked  lK>nie  acroe-i  Chatitanqna 
County,  about  January  1,  1831,  and  remained  a  full  month 
—  a  bitter  cold  one  —  chopping  with  my  fatlt  r  and  brother, 
bulb  not  very  efficiently  nor  satisfactorily.  luUy  comanced 
that  the  life  of  a  pioneer  was  one  to  which  I  \^'as  poorly 
adapted,  I  made  one  more  effort  to  resume  my  chosen  cnllin<j. 
Having  already  exlianste  l  the  possibilities  in  the  printing 
line  of  Chautauqua  County,  I  now  visited  Erie,  Pa.,  where  I 
found  work  in  the  office  of  The  Erie  Gazette,  and  iraa  retxuaed 
at  S  15  per  month  well  into  the  ensuing  summer. 

This  was  the  first  newspa}*er  whereon  I  was  employed  that 
made  any  money  for  its  o\nier,  and  thus  had  a  pecuniary 
value.  It  had  been  started  twenty  years  or  so  before,  when, 
borough  and  county  were  both  thinly  peopled,  almost  wholly 
by  poor  yoimg  men,  and  it  had  ^rri  t\m  with  the  vicinage  until 
it  had  a  substantial,  proiitahle  patronage.  Its  proprietor,  Mr. 
Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  had  begun  on  The 
Gazette  as  a  boy,  and  grown  up  with  it  into  general  considera- 
tion and  esteem ;  his  journeymen  and  apprentices  boarded  at 
his  house,  as  was  fit ;  and  I  spent  here  five  months  industri- 
ously and  agreeably.  Though  still  a  raw  youth  of  twenty 
years,  and  knowing  no  one  in  the  borough  when  I  thus  entered 
it,  I  made  acquaintances  there  who  are  still  valued  friends ; 
and,  before  I  left,  I  was  offered  a  partnership  in  the  concern ; 
which,  though  I  had  reasons  for  declining,  was  none  the  less 
flattering  as  a  mark  of  appreciation  nnd  confidence.  ^Tr. 
Sterrett  lias  since  represented  liis  district  acceptably  in  tlia 
Senate  of  Peimsylvauia^  has  leceived  other  pzoo&  of  Uie  trust- 
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fid  Mgud  of  luB  ^aDow-citaieDS ;  and,  thoqgh  he  has  xetiied 
from  The  Gaaetto,  itin  in  the  enjojiiieiit  of  oompeteattoo 
tnd  general  esteem. 

Erie  dweUs  in  my  memoxy  as  a  place  which  started  -with 
too  sangwine  expectations^  and  was  thus  exposed  to  a  sndden 
eheek,  from  which  it  has  never  taSkj  leooyeied.  Tfom  time 
to  time,  its  early  dreams  of  greatness  have  heen  revived  by  a 
State  canal,  hy  iailR»Lds,  by  <;oal-mine3>  and  at  length  by  the 
oil  i^elopments  of  the  TitusWUe  region  not  far  south  of  it; 
hot  they  have  never  been  fully  realized.  It  was  rather  a 
bosy  htnongh  for  iti.8xze  in  1831 ;  it  is  much  larger  and  more 
impofrtant  now ;  yet  it  has  seen  Bnffido,  Cleveland,  Toledo^  on 
fSSim  side,  rise  above  it  like  meteon,  and  not  merely  achieve 
m  preeminence,  but  retain  it  I  femoy  it  must  have  osased 
even  to  dream  of  coming  giandenr     this  time. 

The  qnaMfy  for  which  its  people  were  most  remarkable  in 
1831  was  an  intense  addiction  to  partisan  strife.  An  ardent 
politician 'from  childhood,  I  was  fairly  appalled  by  the  assidn- 
ify  and  vehemence  wherewith  political  controversy  was  prose- 
cuted hy  neady  every  man  and  boy  I  met  in  £Ue.  I  have 
seen  xndmdaal  politiciaDS  eilsewhers  who  could  never  set  eyes 
CD  a  stianigsr  wiUioot  mentally  measnruig  up  the  feet  and 
indhes  of  parly  capital  that  might  be  made  oat  of  him;  but 
pofitics  in  Erie  seoned  the  vniveisal  and  eogrossing  topic,  to 
an'eztent  and  in  a  degree  I  have  never  Imown  paraUeled. 
Possibly,  however,  there  was  a  tempoiaiy  fremey  on  the  sub- 
ject ^Hiiis  I  stsjed  theie,  from  which  her  pe(^  have  long  * 
flinoe  recovered.  jU  all  events,  I  will  Aops  sa 


At  length,  work  foiled  at  The  Gasette  ofiSce,  and  I  was  con- 
strained to  take  a  fresh  departme.  "So  printing-office  in  all 
that  region  wanted  a  jooineyman.  The  West  seemed  to  be 
labonng  nnder  a  surfeit  of  printers.  One  was  advertised  for 
to  take  charge  of  a  jonmal  at  Wilkeshaire,  Pa.,  and  I  applied 
for  the  place,  bat  fidled  to  secoxe  it  I  woidd  gladly  have 
given  fiiithfiil  labor  at  case  and  piess  tfaroogh  some  yean  yet 
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for  S  15  per  month  and  boartl,  or  even  less  ;  but  it  was  not  to 
be  had.  S<i,  upon  full  consideration,  I  decided  to  turn  aiiy 
steps  towanl  the  Commercial  Emporium,  wliile  still  consider- 
ably younger  than  1  would  have  preferred  to  be  on  making 
such  a  venture.  Paying  a  parting  visit  to  my  father's,  under 
tiie  reasonal)le  expectation  that  my  next  absence  would  be  a 
long  one,  I  tlivided  with  him  my  Erie  earnings,  and,  with  S  25 
in  my  pocket,  and  very  little  extn  Alnthing  in  joj  bundk»  I 
eet  my  &oe  toward  New  Yoxk. 

It  ma  now  midsumiiMry^dty  and  hot.  I  had  but  000 
friend  on  my  rather  long  loute,  and  I  resolved  to  piqr  him  a 
visit.  lie  lived  at  Oainss,  nearly  forty  miles  westward  of 
Sochfistor;  and  I  traversed  on  foot  the  dusty  " ridge  road" 
eastward  from  Lockport  the  day  before  I  reached  him.  Thak 
day  was  quite  hol^  and  the  water  I  was  incessantly  compelled 
to  diink  seemed  rtry  hard;  by  nightfiiU,  I  fancied  that  it  had 
eoveied  my  moaih  and  throat  with  a  scale  like  that  often 
fiMind  iiiefQBtuig  a  lo^g-used  tea-kettle.  The  reg^  ma 
gently  idling  and  wy  fertile;  but  I  shonld  hare  mm 
eiqoyed  a  saunter  oTer  New  England  hills  and  rookB»  sweet- 
«Bed  by  dwaghts  from  New  England  weUs  and  spxinge.  « 

It  was  Satmday  nigiit  when  I  leached  my  friend,  and  I 
femained  with  him  till  Sunday  aftemoon,  when  we  walkad 
down  to  the  eanal,  and  waited  long  for  a  boat  None  cama 
tin  after  nig^tla]],  when  I  dismissed  my  friend,  confident  ^ 
a  boat  must  sooa  aj^pear.  After  waiting  in  vain  tiU  mat 
'  midnlgbtv  I  atarted  down  the  tow-path,  and  walked  thioafi^ 
the  pitchy  darkness  to  BroekpovC^  aonip  fifteen  milsa.  Be* 
peatedly,  the  head-light  of  a  boat  moving  westward  oame  in 
sight,  when  I  was  obliged  to  plunge  down  the  often  rugged, 
briezy,  off-bank  of  the  tow*'path,  to  avoid  being  caught  by  the 
tow-line  and  hauled  into  the  not  quite  transparent  and  nowise 
inviting  "  dnnk."  Though  the  made  that  night  shorty 

it  seemed  to  me  quito  long ;  and  I  very  gladly  hailed  and 
boarded  aft  Brockport  ft  line-boat  hea^Uqg  eastward.  Ify 
sleepy  tondendes  amused  my  feUow-paasengem  thence  to 
Eoohes(w»  to  whom  "sparking  Sunday  night"  alfbtded  a 
ready  and  natonl  explanation. 
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MY  FIRST  EXPERIENCES  IN  NEW  TORK. 

REACHING  Schenectady  from  Biifllilo  by  line-boat, — 
.  lay  sixth  and  last  jonrnoy  on .'M lie  raging  canal," — I 
debarked  alxmt  6  i*.  M.,  and  took  the  turny^ike  lor  Albauy.  I 
tl»i!ik  a  milrttad  between  the  two  cities  hist  and  last  muned 
■sviw  completed  soon  afterward;  but  I  believe  not  a  mile  of 
iron  track  was  tben  oixn-ated  in  the  SUit.e,  if  (in  fact)  aiiywhere 
in  America,  save  the  little  ailair  ronstnicted  to  freight  granite 
fi*om  the  quarry  at  Quinry,  Mas>.,  to  Boston.  Ni?ht  fell  when 
I  was  about  half-way  o\'t;r ;  so  I  sought  rest  in  one  of  the 
many  indifferent  taverns  that  then  lined  the  tuni]»ike  in  ques- 
tion, and  was  directed  to  sleep  in  an  ante-room  through  which 
p<.'oj»le  were  momently  paj^sing ;  T  declined,  and,  gatliering  up 
my  hamilui  ot  p.irtabk's,  walked  on.  Half  a  mile  farther,  I 
found  another  taveni,  not  quite  so  inhospitable,  and  managed 
to  -stay  in  it  till  morning ;  when  I  ruse  and  walked  on  to 
AlUany.  Having  never  been  in  that  city  before,  T  misse/1  the 
nt^reat  way  to  the  day-boat,  and  when  I  reached  tlie  landing 
it  was  two  or  three  lengths  on  its  way  to  New  York,  liaving 
left  at  7  A.  M.  T  had  no  choice  but  to  wait  for  another,  wliich 
Started  at  10  A.  M.,  towing  a  barge  on  either  side,  and  reached, 
in  twenty  hours,  the  emjionum,  where  I,  after  a  good  view  of 
the  city  as  we  passed  it  down  the  river,  was  landed  near 
Whuch.ill  at  G  A.  M. 

New  York  was  then  a]>ont  one  third  of  lier  ])resent  size ;  but 
her  business  was  not  one  fourth  so  great  as  now  ;  and  her  real 
Eixe  —  counting  her  suburbs,  and  considering  the  tens  of 
thousands  who  hnd  employment  in  and  earn  subsistence  here^ 
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though  sleeping  outside  of  her  chartered  limita* —  was  not  one 
fifth  that  of  1867.  No  aba^  xailioad  pointed  towaid  ber 
wharves.  No  line  of  ocean  steamen  Imragbt  passengem  to 
her  hotels,  nor  goodB  to  her  warehouses,  from  any  foteign  port 
In  the  mercanl^le  mM,  her  xelatlye  rank  wm  higher,  but  her 
absolute  importanoe  was  scatody  greater  than  that  of  Bio 
Janeiio  or  San  Enncisco  is  to-day.  Still,  to  my  eye%  which 
had  never  tiU  yesterday  gazed  on  a  city  of  even  20,000  in* 
habitants,  nor  seen  a  sea;going  vessel,  her  miles  sqtiaie  of 
mainly  biiok  or  atone  houses,  and  her  fiuloDgs  of  masts  and 
yards,  afforded  smple  incitement  to  a  wonder  and  admimtion 
akin  to  awe. 

It  was,  if  I  recollect  aright^  the  17tili  of  August^  1831.  I 
was  twenty  years  cild  the  pieoeding  Febroaiy ;  taU,  slender, 
pale,  and  plain,  with  ten  doUais  in  my  podcet.  Summer  doth- 
ing  worth  perhaps  as  much  more,  nearly  all  on  my  back,  and 
a  decent  knowledge  of  so  much  of  the  art  of  print  ing  as  a  boy 
will  usually  learn  in  the  office  of  a  countiy  newspaper.  But 
I  knew  no  human  being  withih  two  hundred  miles,  and  my 
unmistakably  lustie  msnner  and  address  did  not  &Tor  that 
inmiediate  command  of  remunerating  employment  which  was 
my  most  urgent  need.  However,  the  world  was  all  Itefore 
me ;  my  personal  estate,  tied  up  in  a  pocket-haudkercliief,  did 
not  at  all  eiicuinher  iiic ;  and  I  stepped  lightly  off  the  boat, 
and  away  from  the  detested  hiss  of  esen])iii<^'  steam,  walldiig 
into  and  up  Broad  Street  in  (piest  ot  a  boarding-hoiLse.  I 
fonnJ  and  entered  one  at  or  near  the  corner  of  AVall ;  but  the 
price  of  board  given  me  was  SO  per  week;  so  T  did  not  need 
the  giver's  candidly  kind  sugirestion  that  I  would  proV>al)ly 
prefer  one  where  tlie  charge  was  more  moderate.  Wandering 
thence,  I  cannot  say  liow,  the  North  River  side,  I  lialted 
next  at  168  "SVcst  Street,  where  the  sign  of  "Boarding"  on  a 
humbler  ediliee  fixed  my  attention.  I  entered,  and  wad 
offered  shelter  iind  subsistence  at  $2.50  per  week,  which 
seemed  moi'e  rational,  and  I  closed  the  barpjain. 

My  host  waa  Mr.  Edward  ^McCrolrick;  liis  ]>lace  quite  as 
muoh  grog-shop  as  boarding-koui$e ;  but  it  was  q^uietly,  decently 
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kept  while  I  stayed  in  it,  and  he  and  luB  family  were  kind 
and  fiiendly.  I  reg^t  to  add  that  li(|tior  proved  Iiis  ruin  itol 
aiany  -yeais  afterward.  My  first  day  in  New  York  ma  ft 
Aidaj,  and,  the  family  !)cing  Roman  Catholic,  no  meat  was 
eaten  or  |novided,  which  I  understood ;  but  wlien  Sunday 
evening  iroa  celebrated  by  unlimited  card-playing  in  that 
same  hiTOBe,  my  tiaditions  were  decidedly  janeii  I  do  not 
imply  that  my  ohoervanoeB  wei-e  better  or  worse  than  my 
host'.^,  but  that  they  were  diilbrentw 

Haviiig  breakfasted,  I  began  to  ransack  the  city  for  work, 
and,  in  my  total  ignorance,  travened  many  streets  where  none 
ooold  possibly  be  found.  In  the  course  of  that  day  and  tlie 
next,  howevsr,  I  must  have  visited  fully  two  thirds  of  the 
]itintingHiffices  on  Manhattan  Island,  without  a  gleam  of  suc- 
cess. It  was  midsummer,  when  bnstness  in  New  York  is 
habitually  doll;  and  my  yoath,  and  unqnestaonable  air  of 
ooantry  gieenness,  must  have  told  against  me.  When  I  called 
at  The  Journal  of  Commerce,  its  editor,  Mr.  David  Hale,  bluntly 
told  me  I  was  a  runaway  apprentice  from  some  country  office ; 
irbich  was  a  Teiy  natural,  Uiough  mistaken,  presumption.  I 
letorned  to  my  lodging  on  Saturday  evening,  thoroughly 
weary,  disheartened,  diagosted  with  Now  York,  and  resolved 
to  shake  its  dust  from  my  feet  next  Monday  morning,  whUe 
I  could  still  leave  with  money  in  my  pockety  and  bei'oie  its 
almshouse  could  foreclose  upon  me. 

But  that  was  not  to  be.  On  Sunday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing several  young  Irishmen  called  at  McGolrick's,  in  tjieir 
'lioltday  saunteiings  about  town ;  and,  being  told  thnt  T  was  a 
young  printer  in  quest  of  work,  interested  themselves  in  my 
effoit^  witli  the  i^ntaneous  kindness  of  their  race.  One 
among  them  happened  to  know  a  place  where  piintci^  were 
wanted,  and  gave  me  the  requisite  direction ;  so  tliat,  on 
visiting  the  designated  spot  next  morning,  I  readily  louud 
employment ;  and  thus,  when  barely  three  days  a  resident^  I 
had  found  anchorage  in  New  York. 

The  printing  establishment  wius  John  T.  West's,  over 
ifftiaiiafji  and  Bangs's  publishing-house,  85  Chatham  Street^ 
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wad  the  wnk  was  at  mj  call  simplj  becwiae  no  pnnter  wiio 
knew  tlie  city  would  accept  it  It  was  the  coniposition  of  a 
reaj  small  (32iiio)  New  !CMtanient,  in  double  columns,  oC 
ikgato  type,  each  colunm  barely  12  ems  wide,  with  a  centre 
eolamn  of  notes  in  Pearl,  only  4  ems  wide ;  the  text  thick^ 
itadded  with  referencee  by  Greek  and  superior  letters  to  ih% 
aotee,  which  of  coune  were  pteeeded  and  discriiuiuatod  bj 
eoneepoiiding  indices,  with  prefatory  and  supplementary  re- 
marks on  each  Book,  set  in  Pearl,  and  only  paid  for  as  A^^nte. 
'Bm  type  was  considerably  smaller  than  any  to  whioh  I  had 
been  acooatomed ;  the  nanowmaaanre  and  thieidy  sown  Italioa 
of  the  text,  with  the  atmnge  characters  employed  as  indices, 
tendered  it  the  slowest,  and  by  fiur  the  moat  Hiflmnli^  work  I 
bad  oyer  nndeftaken;  while  the  making  up,  ploying,  and 
oorrecting  twice,  and  eren  thiioe  over,  preparatory  to  ateieo- 
typing,  neaify  doabled  the  time  requind  for  oidinaiy  oom^ 
position.  I  wasneveraswiA  iypo^etter;  I  aimed  tobean 
assidaouB  and  correct  one ;  but  my  ptoofii  on  this  work  at  fint 
looked  as  though  they  had  caught  the  chicken-pox,  and  were 
in  the  worst  stage  of  a  profuse  emption.  For  the  first  two  or 
three  weeks,  being  sometimes  kept  waiting  for  letter,  I  soaioety 
made  my  board;  ^riiile,  by  diligent  type-stiddi]^  through 
twelve  to  fourteen  houia  per  day,  I  was  able,  at  my  best,  to 
oam  but  fivo  to  six  doUais  per  week  As  aoaioely  anoUier 
eompositor  could  be  induced  to  work  on  it  more  than  two 
days,  I  had  this  job  in  good  part  to  myself;  and  I  persevered 
to  tfie  end  of  ii  I  had  removed,  very  soon  after  obtaining  it^ 
to  Mrs.  Mason's  shoemaker  boaidingohouae  at  the  oomear  of 
Ghatham  and  Doane  Street^,  nearly  opposite  my  work;  ao 
that  I  was  enabled  to  keep  doing  nearly  all  the  time  I  did  not 
need  for  meals  and  sleep.  When  it  was  done,  I  was  out  of 
work  for  a  fortnight,  in  spite  of  my  beet  efforts  to  find  more ; 
so  I  attended,  as  an  unknown  spectator,  the  sittings  of  the 
Tariff  Convention,  which  was  held  at  the  American  Institute, 
north  end  of  the  City  Hall  Park,  and  presided  over  by  Hon. 
William  Wilkins,  of  Pittsbur^j,  Pa.  I  next  found  work  in 
Ann  Street,  uu  a  short-lived  moutlily,  wlittre  my  pay  was  not 
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forthcoming';  aiiil  the  next  month  saw  me  hm-k  at  West's, 
where  a  new  work^ — -a  coiunitnLuiy  ua  the  Hook  of  GencHia, 
by  litiw  Geoi^e  Bush  - —  liad  come  in ;  and  I  worked  on  it 
thmnghout  The  chii-ogmpliy  was  blind;  the  autlior  made 
iii.aiy  vexatious  altemtious  in  proof;  the  page  was  small  and 
the  ty|>e  close ;  but,  thou^j^h  the  reverse  of  fat,  in  printers* 
jargon,  it  was  not  nearly  so  abominably  luau  as  the  Testament  \ 
and  I  regretted  to  reach  the  end  of  it.  When  1  did,  1  wa3 
again  out  of  work,  and  seriously  meditated  seeking  employ- 
ment at  something  else  than  printing;  but  Ihe  Winter  was  ^ 
hard  one,  and  bu.sine.ss  in  New  York  stagnant  to  an  extent 
not  now  coiKeivable.  I  think  it  was  early  in  December,  when 
a  "  c(;ld  snap  "  of  remarkable  severity  closed  the  Hudson,  and 
sent  up  the  price  of  coal  at  a  bound  to  $  16  per  ton,  while  tha 
cost  of  other  necessaries  of  life  took  a  kindred  but  less  con- 
siderable elevation.  Our  city  stpod  as  if  besieged  till  Spring 
relieved  her;  and  it  was  much  the  same  every  Winter, 
Mechanics  and  laborers  lived  awhile  on  the  scanty  savings  of 
the  preceding  Summer  and  Autumn ;  then  on  such  credit  as 
they  could  wring  from  grocero  and  landlords,  till  milder 
weather  brought  them  work  again.  The  earnings  of  good 
mechanics  did  not  average  $  8  per  week  in  1831  -  32,  while  they 
are  now  double  that  sum  ;  and  living  is  not  twiee  as  dear  as 
it  then  was.  M<'at  may  po.ssilily  be  ;  Init  JJread  is  n()t ;  Fuel  is 
not ;  Clothing  is  not;  while  travel  is  elieaper;  and  our  little  cars 
have  enabled  working-men  to  Uve  two  or  three  nales  from 
their  work  without  serious  cost  or  inconvenience ;  tlius  bring- 
ing Yorkville  or  Green  Point  practically  as  near  to  Maiden 
Lane  or  Broad  Street  as  Greenwich  or  the  Eleventh  Ward  was. 
Winter  is  relatively  dull  now,  but  not  nearly  so  stagnant  aa 
it  formerly  was.  In  spite  of  an  inflated  currency  and  high 
taxes,  it  is  easier  now  for  a  working-man  to  earn  his  living  in 
iJew  York  than  it  was  thirty  to  forty  years  ago. 

About  the  1st  of  Janoaiy,  1832, 1  found  employment  on 
The  Spirit  of  the  Times,  a  weekly  paper  devoted  to  sporting  in- 
telligence, then  started  by  Messrs.  William  T.  Porter  and  James 
Howe^  two  young  printezs,  of  whom  th«  fousm,  if  not  both. 
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had  warked  vitli  iiia  at  "^estfa  the  pcevimis  EalL  I  think  it 
was  a  litde  alter  mldnighlv  on  the  Ist  of  Jairaaiy,  18S2,  that 
YTB  oompontora  deUvered  the  foims  of  the  ibst  number  into 
the  hands  of  the  preesmen  in  an  upper  story  in  Fulton  Street 
The  ooncem  migrated  to  Wall  Stieet  the  next  March,  finding 
a  location  veiy  near  the  prarant  site  of  the  Herdhante*  Ex- 
change; and  I  dung  to  it  through  the  ensuing  Spiing  and 
Summer;  its  foreman,  IVanda  Y.  Stoij,  being  nearly  of  my 
own  age,  and  theucefoith  my  devoted  Mend.  But  the  founders 
and  editoiB  were  also  quite  young;  they  were  inexperienced* 
in  their  calling,  without  capital  or  influential  fiiends,  having 
recently  drifted  from  the  eountiy  to  the  city  much  as  I  did ; 
and  their  ^taj  )er  did  not  pay, — I  know  it  was  difficult  to  make 
it  pay  me, —  especially  tlioougb  the  dreaxy  cholera  Sunmier  of 
1832.  Hie  disease  was  then  new  to  the  civilized  world,  while 
the  accounts  of  its  recent  ravages  in  the  &r  East  were  calcu- 
lated to  appall  the  stoutest  heart;  the  season  was  sultiy,  the 
dty  Mthj,  and  the  water  we  drank  such  as  should  bxeed  a 
pestilence  at  any  time.  New  York  had  loug  enjoyed  and 
deserved  the  reputation  of  having  worae  water  than  any  otiier 
city  of  its  size  on  earth ;  and  the  loose,  porous  sands  whereon 
it  was  built  rendered  this  fluid  more  and  more  detestable  as 
the  city  grew  larger  and  older.  I  am  glad  that  it  was  my 
privilege  to  vote  soon  afterward  for  the  introduction  of  the 
Croton,  which  I  did  riglit  heartily,  thougli  a  good  iiuiiiy  op- 
posed it  (some  of  thcni  voting  "Eiuiidy")  ;  tw  o  of  the  AVards, 
tenanted  mainly  by  ])oor  men,  giving  inajuiities  against  it. 
Twelve  years  intervened  betwixt  that  vote  and  our  celebra- 
tion to  welcome  the  actual  introduction  of  the  water,  —  the 
fluid  we  drew  from  the  well*?  growing  steadily  more  and  more 
repulsive  and  nnwliolesome ;  but  the  glad  day  came  at  last; 
and  Xt?w  Vork  has  ever  since  been  a  more  eligible,  healthful 
residence  for  rich  or  ])ut>r  tlian  it  previously  was. 

We  have  had  cholera  and  other  P])idemir-<  since;  but  our 
city  has  never  since  been  paralyzed  as  it  was  in  the  Summer 
of  1832.  Those  who  co\dd  mainly  left  ils  ;  scarcely  any  one 
entered  the  city;  trade  was  dead,  and  industiy  languished 
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dming  that  fiital  Summer.  I  think  I  sometimes  vas^  two,  if 
not  three,  palanquins,  hearing  cholera  patients  to  some  hos- 
pital, in  my  short  walk  from  dinner  in  Chatliain  Street  to. my 
woik  in  Wall  Street  One  died  at  my  ^  l  i  '  ii^' -house.  I 
Mieve  nearly  all  experienced  symptoms  of  the  plague,  thou^ 
it  ma  moet  oommon  and  moat  &tal  with  those  debilitated  bj 
intempeiance  or  some  foim  of  sensual  excess.  But  it  passed 
off  SB  oool  eveningB  came  on ;  our  fngitiyes  and  our  business 
esme  hack  to  us;  and  all,  save  the  dead  and  the  hetesTed, 
waa  as  before. 

In  Oetoiber  I  paid  a  visit,  m  Fhmdenoe  and  Boston^  to  mj 
lehtires  in  Now  Hampahire ;  waUdng  over  the  lower  part  <rf 
liisi  State  from  Londondeny  into  eastern  Vermont,  and  as  &r  * 
norlli  aa  If ewpor^  vdiifih  I  entered  alter  dark  of  &  stormy  even- 
ing, having  walked  from  C3aremont  (nine  miles)  in  a  lain,  at 
fii^  gentle»  but  steadily  increasing  to  hwt  I  never  enter, 
•a  a  stranger,  a  private  house  if  I  can  avdd  it;  and  I  kept 
boping  to  see  a  tavern-sign  until  I  was  so  wet  that  it  was  of 
no  ocosequenoe.  When  at  last  I  reached  the  viDage,  where 
I  expected  (but  faQed)  to  find  an  unde  living,  it  proved  to  be 
eoart>week,  widi  the  two  taverns  crowded  to  overflowing. 
Mskifig  my  way  tiixough  a  thick  dond  of  tobacoo-«noke  to 
the  office  of  one,  I  pxoenred  a  remnant  of  supper,  and  part  of 
a  bed  in  a  private  house  at  some  distance,  where  I  threw  off 
my  wet  dothes  and  slept.  In  the  morning,  my  dotihes  aU 
responded  to  the  call  to  duty  till  it  came  to  my  dioit  boots ; 
these  utterly  relased,  until  I  had  taken  off  my  wet  soda  and 
tioast  them  into  my  pockets,  when  the  boots  were  bardy 
persuaded  to  resume  their  only  serviceable  position.  I  took 
breakfast,  paid  my  hill,  and  wdked  off,  in  the  frosty  morning 
air,  considerably  less  supple-jointed  than  one  should  be  at  one- 
and- twenty.  I  never  saw  this  New  Hampshire  Newport  be- 
fore, and  have  not  seen  it  since. 

My  relitives  being  pretty  widely  scattered,  I  Imd  occasion 
to  traverse  southwestern  New  iraiiipsliire  in  \.iiious  direc- 
tions ;  and  I  saw  nuire  of  tliat  State  than  ever  l)efore  or 
ainoe.   I  started,  one  clear,  frosty  morning,  from  Francestown, 
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taking  a  moiuitainoiis  l>y-\vay  to  Stodilaiil ;  uiul,  n-s  1  rocoUoct, 
I  did  not  seo  a  hundred  'dcrvs  of  really  arable  soil  in  travelling 
twelve  to  fifteen  niihvs.  Them  wiis  f?ome  ni^;;e<l  ])astumg«; 
but  Hemlock  and  Wliite  llirrh,  alternating  with  naked  rocks 
and  mountain  tarns  or  petty  lakes,  genenilly  monopolized 
the  prosjKict  I  met  one  jxior  8(»ul  who  liad  a  horse  and 
wagon,  and  heartily  pitied  hini.  lie  could  rarely  lidd,  whilft 
my  walk  was  tar  easier  and  less  anx'ions  than  his. 

Reaching  Stoddard  (a  small  villag(!  Imlf-way  up  a  liigh 
hill),  I  st<'p|Hnl  into  a  convenient  ta\  ('ni.and  ealled  for  dinner. 
My  br(!akl";ust  had  l»e»'ii  quite  early  ;  the  keen  air  and  rough 
walk  had  freshened  n»y  aj)]tetit<^  j  1  was  shown  int^^  a  dining- 
Tooin  with  '\  well-s])read  tahle  in  the  eentrt',  and  left  to  help 
myself,  i  iiere  wen?  steaks,  chiekens,  tea,  eollee.  ]>ies,  &c.,  and 
I  did  ample  justiee  to  all.  "  WImt  is  to  pay  T'  1  asked  the 
landlord,  on  reentering  the  bar-room.  "  Dinner  18^  eents,"  he 
replied.  I  laid  down  the  n^quired  sum,  and  stepped  oil',  men- 
tally rt  .soh  ing  that  1  would,  in  meicy  to  that  taveru^  never 
patronise  it  again. 

T  rotnmed  by  the  wav  I  went:  walking  frum  Providence 
across  to  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  I  l  aik  steamboat,  aiid  arrived 
in  New  \urk  on  the  second  ut  our  three  days  of  State  elee- 
tion.  I  gave  my  vote  right  he^artily  for  the  anti-.Taek.son 
ticket,  but  without  avail,  —  Jackson  being  ov«rwhchningly 
reelected,  with  Marry  over  Gmngor  for  Irovemor.  T  soon 
found  work  which  paid  fairly  at  the  stereotyping  estubliish- 
ment  of  J.  S.  Redfield,  and  wivs  there  emj)loyed  till  the  close 
of  that  vcar,  wh<*n  an  opportunity  present^'d  for  eoninienring 
busuu  .^H  on  my  lAvn  account,  whioh  I  im^oved,  as  will  be 
feet  forth  m  my  next  chapter. 
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GETTING  INTO  BUSINESS. 

HAVIXG  been  fairly  driven  to  New  York  two  or  three 
years  etirlior  than  I  deemed  Hesirable,  I  was  in  like 
manner  impellud  to  undertake  the  res|>uuyibilitie8  of  busineas 
while  still  in  my  twenty-Sdcoud  year.  My  friend  Story,  barely 
older  than  myself,  l)ut  far  better  ac*iuaint(Hl  with  city  ways, 
having  been  for  many  years  the  only  sun  ut"  a  poor  widow, 
and  acciLstouK'd  to  struggling  with  difficulties,  had  alreaily 
conceived  the  idea  of  starting  a  printery,  and  oflering  me  a 
partnership  iu  the  enterprise.  His  position  in  "Wall  Street,  on 
Tiie  Spirit  of  the  Timers,  made  imn  acquainted  with  jVIi-.  S.  J. 
Sylvester,  then  a  leading  broker  and  seller  of  Icjttery-tickets, 
who  issued  a  weekly  "  Bank-Xote  Reporter."  largely  devoted 
to  the  advertising  of  his  owu  L>u9ineas,  ami  wiio  offered  my 
friend  the  job  of  printing  tliat  paper.  Story  was  also  intimate 
"with  Dr.  W.  Beach,  who,  in  addition  to  h'm  medical  practice, 
dabbled  considemhly  in  ink,  ami  at  whose  olfice  my  friend 
made  the  ac([uaintance  (jI  a  young  graduate,  Dr.  H.  D. 
Shepard,  who  was  understood  to  ha\  e  money,  and  who  was  in- 
teat  on  bringing  out  a  cheap  daily  j)aper,  to  be  sohl  about  the 
streets,  —  then  a  novel  idea,  —  daily  |)aper8  being  presumed 
desirable  only  for  mercantile  men,  ami  addi-essed  exclusively 
to  their  v.a,uu  and  tastes.  Dr.  Shepard  had  won  over  my 
friend  to  a  l)elief  in  the  practicability  of  his  project ;  and  the 
latter  \  isited  mo  at  my  work  and  my  lodging,  urging  me  to 
unite  with  him  in  startintr  a  printery  on  the  strength  of  Mr. 
Sylvester's  and  l>r.  She2»aid"s  pmfl'ered  Work.  I  hesitated, 
having  very  little  means,  —  for  I  had  sent  a  good  part  of  my 
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post  7«fli^8  wauiiBf  Mcvingi  to  aid  my  hOux  in  Ids  atniggle 
with  the  stnbbora  wildanees;  bat'  Stoi/s  enthnunastic  Gcn- 
fidenoe  at  length  tritimidied  oirer  my  distroat;  we  fcomiDd  a 
paitDcrahip,  hired  part  of  two  looiiia  already  devoted  to  print- 
ing, on  the  aooithweet  eomer  of  Naaaan  and  Iibeitjr  Stioqti 
(opposite  our  city's  present  post-offioe),  qiending  our  little  all 
(leas  than  $200),  and  stietchizig  our  credit  to  the  utmost^  for 
the  requisite  nmteriala.  I  tried  Mr.  James  Conner,  tiie  ezten- 
•flive  type-foondsr  In  Ann  Street^ — having  a  veiy  slight  ao- 
qnaintanoe  with  him,  fonied  in  the  coiuae  of  fieqnent  visits 
to  liis  foundry  in  quest  of  ''sorts*'  (type  found  deficient  in 
the  several  offices  for  which  I  had  worked  at  one  time  or 
another), — but  he,  after  hearing  me  patiently,  decided  not  to 
credit  me  six  months  for  the  $40  vorth  of  type  T  wanted  of 
him;  aud  he  did  ri^ht,  —  my  exhibit  did  not  justify  my 
request.  I  went  directly  thence  to  Mr.  George  Bruce,  the 
older  and  wealthier  lounder,  in  Chambers  Street,  —  made  the 
saine  exhil'it,  and  was  allowed  by  him  the  credit  I  asked  ;  and 
that  purchase  has  since  secured  t(j  liis  concern  the  sale  of  not 
less  than  $  jU,0()()  worth  nf  t}'pB.  1  tliink  lie  must  have  noted 
sonjethini?  in  my  awkwaid,  bashiul  ways,  tliat  impelled  him 
to  take  the  risk. 

The  ^MorninL^  Vmt — T>r.  Slicjuird's  two-cent  daily,  which 
he  wislicd  to  sell  for  one  cent  —  was  i^^^ncd  on  tlie  Ist  of 
Januaiy,  \9>'?,?>.  Nobody  in  New  V<irk  reads  mucli  (except 
visitor's  cjirds)  on  Nfw  Year's  r)ay ;  and  that  one  happened 
to  be  ^  cry  cold,  with  the  streets  nnu  h  obstructed  by  a  fall  of 
f?now  throughout  the  preceding  night.  Projectors  of  news- 
papers in  tliose  days,  though  expecting  other  people  to  adver- 
tise in  their  columns,  did  not  comprehend  that  //e  y  also  must 
advertise,  or  the  public  will  never  know  that  their  bantling  has 
heen  ushered  into  existence;  and  Pr.  /^liepard  was  too  p(tor  to 
give  his  sheet  the  requisite  publicity,  had  he  understDud  tlie 
matter.  He  ifia  neither  a  writer  nor  a  man  of  affairs ;  had 
no  editors,  no  reporters  worth  naming,  no  ccsrespondeiits,  and 
no  exchanges  ev6n;  he  fancied  that  a  paper  would  sell,  if 
lemarkaUe  for  oheapneBs,  though  remarkable  also  for  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


GBTTINO  INTO  BUSimSS, 


93 


al)aeii06  of  every  other  desirable  quality.  He  was  said  to 
have  mio:rated,  while  a  yonth,  from  New  Jersey  to  New  Yovk,  » 
with  S  l,"^no  in  cash  ;  if  he  did,  his  capital  must  have  nearly 
all  melted  away  before  he  had  iflsued  hia  first  number.  Though 
2ii8  enterprise  involved  no  outlay  of  capital  by  him,  and  his 
weeU^  onl^gpee  were  less  than  liOO,  he  was  able  to  meet 
timn  for  a  sinde  week  only,  while  his  journal  obtained  ;i  '  ir- 
enhtion  of  but  two  ot  three  hundred  copies.  Finally,  he 
rednoed  its  price  to  one  eent;  bat  the  public  would  not  buy 
it  even  at  that^  and  we  printers,  already  considerably  in.  debt 
for  materials,  were  utr(  ily  unable  to  go  on  beyond  the  second 
or  third  week  after  the  publisher  had  stopped  paying.  Tlius 
the  fint  eheap-for-casli  daily  in  New  York — p^iapa  in  the 
wmld  —  died  when  scarcely  yet  a  month  old ;  and  we  piinteis 
wen  baid  aground  on  a  lee  shore,  with  littie  prospect  of 
getting  oiL 

We  were  sa^ed  ficom  sudden  bankraphT'  by  the  address  of 
my  partner,  wlio  had  fanned  Hie  acquaintance  of  a  wealthy, 
eoeeDtric  Bnton»  named  Schola^  who  had  a  taste  for  editorial 
"Sb,  and*wlio  was  somehow  induced  to  buy  the  wreck  of  The 
iCnmwig  Post,  remove  it  to  an  ofiBce  of  Ids  own,  and  empky 
fltoiy  as  foreman.  He  soon  tiled  of  bis  thiifOess,  profitless 
speeniatian»  and  threw  it  up;  but  we  had  meantime  sur- 
mounted our  embanassments  by  the  hdp  of  the  littie  money 
he  paid  for  a  portion  of  our  materials  and  for  my  partnei's 
servioea.  Meantime,  tiie  manageie  of  the  New  York  lotteries, 
then  re^gttlarly  diawn  under  State  auspices^  had  allowed  a 
portion  of  thenr  ktter-piess  printing  to  follow  Mr.  Sylvesters 
into  our  concern,  and  were  paying  us  veiy  fiurly  for  it;  I 
doing  meet  of  the  composition.  For  two  or  three  numtha 
after  Dr.  Shepaid's  cbUapse,  I  was  freq^uently  sent  for  to  work 
as  a  substitute  in  the  composing-room  of  The  Gommeicial 
Advertiser,  not  far  from  our  shop ;  and  I  was  at  length  offered 
a  regular  situation  there ;  but  our  business  had  by  this  time 
so  improved  that  I  was  constrained  to  declina  Working  early 
and  late,  and  looking  sharply  on  every  side  for  jobs,  we  were 
beginning  to  make  decided  headway,  when  my  partner  was 
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dro"WTier!  (July  9,  1833)  while  bathing  in  the  East  River 
near  his  mntlifT's  residence  in  BrookhTi,  and  I  bitterly  moum^Ml 
the  loss  of  my  nearest  and  dearest  friend  His  place  in  the 
concern  was  promptly  taken  by  another  young  printer,  a 
friend  of  the  Ixreaved  family,  Mr.  Jonas  Winchester,  who 
soon  married  Story's  oldc-st  sister ;  and  we  thu^  went  on,  with 
moderate  but  steady  prosperity,  until  tiie  ensuing  Spring, 
when  we  issued  (March  22,  1834),  without  premonitory 
sound  of  trumpet.  The  New-Yorker,  a  large,  fair,  and  cheap 
ireekly  folio  (aftenii;  ani  clianged  to  s  double  quarto),  devoted 
mainly  to  current  Uteratuie,  but  giving  regularly  a  digest  of 
aU  important  nsfWE,  including  a  careful  exhibit  and  summary 
ef  election  returns  and  other.political  iatelligenca  I  edited 
and  made  up  this  paper,  while  my  paitnar  took  ohaige  of  our 
more  profitable  jobbiqg  bnainess. 

The  New-Yorker  was  issued  under  my  snpetriakui,  its  odilo- 
lials  wntten^its  select !< mis  made,  for  the  most  part,  by  me, 
fn  seven  years  and  a  half  from  the  date  just  given.  Though 
not  calci  1  :  d  to  enlist  peitisaaship  or  excite  enthusiasm,  it 
vaa  at  length  extensively  liked  and  read.  It  began  with 
scaioely  a  dozen  subscribers ;  these  steadily  incraasad  to  mxm 
thousand ;  and  it  mighty  under  better  bosinesa  managemeot^ 
(perhaj»  I  should  add»  at  a  moie  &vorabla  time,)  have  pioved 
pvofitable  and  pennanent.  lltat  it  did  not  ms  mainty  oviqg 
to  then  ciiciimstaaceB :  1.  It  was  not  eztensively  adveitiaed 
at  the  start,  and  at  least  annually  theteafter,  as  it  shoold  hav« 
been*  2.  It  vras  never  really  pablished.  thoqgh  it  had  half  a 
do«n  nominal  publisheis  in  soooession.  3L  It  was  sent  to 
snhscriben  oa  credit,  and  a  huge  share  of  (hem  never  paid  for 
it^  and  never  will,  while  the  cost  of  collecting  from  others  ata 
vp  the  prooeeds.  4.  The  machinery  of  railroads,  expresses^ 
news  oompaoies,  news  offices,  dcc^  whereby  literary  peiiodicala 
are  now  mainly  disseminated,  did  not  then  ezisi  I  bdieve 
that  just  such  a  paper,  issued  to-day,  properly  published  and 
advertised,  would  obtain  a  dronlatUMi  of  one  hnndred  thousand 
in  less  time  than  was  required  to  give  The  Kew-Yoiker  acarodj 
a  titiis  of  that  a^Tcgate,  and  woold  make  mmugr  Ibr  its 
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ownere,  iTT^tea  l  of  ik  .li  ly  starving  them,  as  mine  did.  I  was 
worth  at  iea-st  S  i,.j<>u  when  it  was  started  ;  I  worked  hard 
and  lived  frugally  througliout  its  fxisUm  c ;  it  subsisted  for 
tlii  tii-st  two  yeai-s  on  the  proiits  of  our  job-work;  when  ^ 
de^minp;  it  «»«t;il>ljsUed,  diasolved  with  my  partner,  he  taking 
the  jobbing  husmess  and  T  The  New-Yorker,  which  held  ita 
own  prett}'  fairly  thenceforth  till  the  Commercial  Revulsion 
of  1837  swept  over  the  laud,  whelming  it  and  me  in  the  gen- 
entl  ruin.  I  hud  married  m  I80G  (duly  5th),  deemiufj;  myself 
worth  !?  5,000,  and  the  nui.stf;r  of  a  business  wliiuh  would 
thenceforth  yield  me  for  my  labor  at  least  S  1,000  perannnm; 
but,  instead  of  that,  or  of  any  income  at  all,  T  found  nn  If 
obliged,  tlirtuighout  1837,  to  confront  d  'net  loss  of  about  5?  LOO 
per  week,  —  ray  income  averaging  SiOO,  and  my  inevitable 
expenses  $200.  It  wius  ui  vain  that  I  Hp|»^ale<l  to  delinijuents 
to  pay  up;  many  of  tliem  migrated;  some  died;  othei-s  were 
so  con.«?idei-ate  as  to  order  the  ]>aper  stopped,  Init  very  h^w  of 
the.se  paid;  and  I  struggled  on  against  a  steadily  risiii^  tide 
of  adversity  that  miglit  have  af)palled  a  stont-er  heart.  Otten 
did  I  call  on  this  or  that  friend  with  intent  to  solicit  a  small 
loan  to  meet  some  demand  tliat  could  no  lontrer  !  ■  ■  jK>sii»oned 
nor  evaded,  and,  after  wasting  a  precious  hour,  leave  him, 
ntterly  unal)le  to  Itroach  the  hjatlisome  topic.  T  have  1x*r- 
rowed  SoOO  of  a  broker  late  on  Saturday,  and  paid  him  S5 
for  the  use  of  it  till  Monday  morning,  when  I  somehow  con- 
trived to  return  it  Most  gladly  would  I  have  terminated  th# 
struggle  by  a  surrender ;  but,  if  I  had  failed  to  pay  my  notea 
C(intinually  falling  due,  I  must  have  paid  money  for  my  weekly 
su])ply  of  paper,  —  so  thai  wuidil  liave  availed  nothing.  To 
lia\  0  stopptxi  my  journal  (for  I  could  not  give  it  away)  would 
!iave  left  me  in  del  it,  beside  my  notes  for  ]  >aper,  from  fifty 
cents  u>  t  u  o  dollai-s  each,  U)  at  least  three  thousimd  subscribei-a 
ho  had  paid  in  advance  ;  and  that  is  the  worst  kind  of  bank- 
ruptcy. If  any  one  would  have  Uiken  my  busLue^is  and  debts 
off  my  hau  ls,  upon  my  giving  luiu  my  not«  for  S 2,000,  I 
would  ha\  ti  jumped  at  the  chance,  and  tried  to  work  out  the 
Uebt  by  setting  type^  if  nothing  better  offered.    If  it  be  sug« 


96  BBCOUJSCTIOSS  OF  A  BUST  UFK 

* 

gested  that  my  whole  indebtedness  was  at  no  time  more  than 
$6,000  to  S  7,000, 1  have  only  to  say  that  even  $1,000  of 
debt  is  ruin  to  him  who  keenly  feels  his  obligati<m  to  fulfil 
every  engagement,  yet  is  utterly  without  the  means  of  so 
doing,  and  who  finds  himself  dragged  each  week  a  little  deeper 
into  hopdess  insolvency.  To  be  hungry,  lagged,  and  penni- 
less is  not  pleasant;  bat  this  is  nothing  to  the  horrors  of 
bankmptcj.  All  the  wealth  of  t^e  Botiischilds  would  be  & 
poor  leoompense  for  a  five  yeais'  struggle  with  the  oonsdoos- 
ness  that  yon  bad  taken  tilie  money  or  property  of  trastiQg 
Mends, — pcomising  to  letum  or  pay  for  it  when  lequixed^ —  * 
and  had  betrayed  their  confidence  through  insolvent^. 

I  dwell  on  this  pointi^  for  I  would  deter  others  ficom  enteiw 
ing  that  place  of  torment  Half  the  young  men  in  the  conn- 
tzy^  with  many  old  enough  to  know  better,  would  ''go  into 
business" — that  is,  into  debt — to-monow;  if  th^  coukL 
.  Most  poor  men  are  so  ignorant  as  to  envy  the  merchant  or 
mannfiicturer  whose  life  is  an  incessant  struggle  with  pecun- 
iaiy  difficulties,  who  is  driven  to  constant  "shinning,"  and 
who,  from  month  to  month,  barely  evades  that  insolvency 
which  sooner  or  later  overtakes  most  men  in  business;  so 
that  it  has  been  computed  that  but  one  in  twenly  of  them 
achieve  a  pecnniaiy  success.  For  my  own  part, — and  I 
speak  from  sad  experience, — I  would  rather  be  a  convict  in 
*  a  State  prison,  a  slave  in  a  rice-swamp,  than  to  pass  through 
life  under  the  harrow  of  debt  Let  no  young  man  misjudge 
himself  unfortunate,  or  truly  poor,  so  long  as  he  has  the  full 
use  of  his  limbs  and  feculties,  and  is  substantially  free  from 
debt  Hunger,  cold,  rags,  hard  work,  contempt,  suspicion, 
unjust  reproach,  arc  disagreeable ;  but  debt  is  infinitely  worse 
tlian  them  all.  And,  if  it  liad  j>le!ised  God  to  spare  citlicr  or 
all  of  my  sons  to  be 'the  support  and  solace  of  iny  declining 
years,  the  lesson  wliieh  I  should  Imve  niost  earnestly  soucrlit 
to  impress  U}X)n  lliuiu  is,  — "  Xever  run  into  debt!  Avoid 
pecuniary  oltlii^atiun  as  yuu  would  pestilence  or  famine.  If 
you  have  ImL  fifty  cents,  and  can  get  no  wmx^  for  a  week,  buy 
a  peck  of  corn,  parch  it,  and  live  on  it,  rather  than  owe  any 
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man  a  dollar !  '*  Of  course,  I  know  that  flome  men  must  do 
IniBmess  that  involves  risks,  and  must  often  give  notes  and 
oCher  obligations,  and  I  do  not  consider  him  leallj  in  debt 
irho  can  lay  liis  hands  directly  on  the  means  of  paying,  at 
some  little  sacrifice,  all  he  owes ;  I  speak  of  real  debt,  —  that 
which  invdlvea  nsk  or  sacjifioe  on  the  one  aide,  obligation 
and  dependence  ou  the  other, — and  I  lay,  JProm  all  sach,  let 
maj  youth  homUy  piay  God  to  preserve  him  evennore  I 


When  I  at  lei^gfli  stopped  The  New-TodDBr  (September  20, 
1B41),  though  poor  enough,  I  provided,  for  maldng  good  all  I 
owed  to  its  subaoriben  who  had  paid  in  advance,  and  shut  trp 
its  book;  wliereon  were  inscribed  some  $10^00  owed  me  in 
sums  of  $  1  to  $  10  each,  liy  men  to  whose  aenrioe  I  had 
iiadthfully  devoted  the  beat  yeaxa  of  my  life,  —  years  tha*^ 
though  full  of  labor  and  frugal  care,  might  have  been  happy 
had  they  not  been  made  wretched  by  those  men's  dishonolj. 
Thef  took  my  journal,  and  proLably  tead  it;  they  promised 
to  pay  for  it^  and  defaulted ;  leaving  me  to  pay  my  papoN 
maker,  type-founderj,  jooxneymen,  &c.,  as  I  could  My  only 
neqiiital  was  a  sorely  aohSeved  bat  wholesome  lesson.  I  had 
been  thoroughly  bunied  out,  only  saving  my  books,  in  the 
great  Ann  Street  fire  (August  12,  1835) ;  I  was  burned  out 
again  in  February,  1845;  and,  while  tin  I  <  traction  was 
complete,  and  the  insarance  but  partial,  1  1: 1 1  'hepoor  oooc 
fiolation,  that  the  accoimfc-books  of  The  New-Yorker^ — which 
I  had  never  opened  since  I  first  laid  tliem  away,  'but  which 
had  been  an  eyesore  and'a  reminder  of  evil  days  whenever  I 
atmnblsd  upon  them — ^rcre  at  length  dissolved  in  smoke 
and  Haaoae,  and  lost  to  eight  for  ever. 


#  XIII. 

T£liP£BANC£  IN  ALL  THINaS. 

ON  the  fixBt  daj  of  January,  1824^  while  living  in  West- 
haven,  Yemumt,  I  deliberately  resolved  to  drink  no 
more  distillf^  hqaors.  At  this  time  I  hod  heard  of  penoos 
who  had  made  a  kindred  resolve,  but  I  had  not  known  OM. 
I  had  probably  heard  tliat  Temperance  societies  had  some* 
where  been  fonned,  though  I  do  not  now  difltanctly  recollect 
the  circumstuusa  I  believe  the  iiist  American  society  that 
adopted  the  principle  of  Total  Abstinence— *«fc  least  from 
distilled  liquors  —  had  been  nrjmnized  in  a  rural  township 
of  Saratoga  Ootinly,  N.  Y.|  in  1817 ;  but  the  American  Tem- 
perance Society  was  yet  nnknown,  and  did  not  adopt  the 
principle  of  Total  Abetinenoe  from  Alooholio  Bevengee  imtil 
1833. 

Whiskey  and  Tobacco  were  the  universal  luxuries  —  I 
might  say  the  poor  man's  only  luxuries  —  in  Yunnont,  as 
Bum  had  been  in  New  Hampshire.  The  apple-tree  Hourished 
hucmiaBtly,  and  bore  abundantly  on  the  viigin  soils  wherein 
it  was  geAeially  planted,  and  while  each  settler  s  "  clearing  " 
was  shut  in  by  the  grand  old  woods  which  softened  the 
harsher*  winds  and  ob5^triutod  the  dissemination  of  ftmU 
destxoyiiig  insects.  Good  peaches  were  grown  in  southem 
Hew  Hampehiie  yean  ago ;  whereas  they  can  no  longer 
be  prodnoed,  save  mrcly  and  scant ,  in  southern  New  York. 
Cider  was,  next  to  water,  the  most  abundant  and  the'cheapest 
fluid  to  be  had  in  New  Hampshire,  while  I  lived  there, — 
(^ten  selling  for  a  dollar  per  barrel.  In  inanv  a  family  of  six 
or  eight  penoiis»  a  banel  tapped  on  Satuid&y  barely  lasted  a 
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foU  week.  "Wlioever  dropped  in  of  an  evening  expected  to 
Iw  treated  to  cider ;  a  mug,  once  emptied,  was  qnickly  refilled ; 
and  80  on,  tOl  eveiy  one  was  about  ae  itill  as  he  cotdd  hold. 
The  tianaition  from  cider  to  warmer  and  more  potent  stimn- 
lants  was  easy  and  natural ;  so  that  whole  •fiunilies  died 
dnmkards  and  yagabond  paupers  from  the  impetus  first  given 
hy  eider^swiOing  in  their  rural  homea 

I  believe  I  was  five  yean  old  when  my  giand&ther  Wood- 
bum's  house  in  Londondeny  was,  one  Winter  day,  filled  with 
lehtives,  gathered,  in  good  part,  from  Deering,  Windham,  and 
from  Vermont  towns  originally  settled  from  the  old  hive; 
who,  after  dinner,  departed  in  their  sleighs  to  visit  some 
other  relative,  taking  our  old  folks  with  them,  and  leaving 
hat  three  or  four  Httle  boys  of  us  to  keep  house  till  their 
return.  A  number  of  half-smoked  cigars  had  heen  left  on 
the  mantel,  and  some  evil  genius  suggested  to  us  tow-headed 
urchins  tiiat  it  would  be  smart  and  clever  to  indulge  in  a 
general  smoke.  like  older  fools,  we  went  in ;  and  I  was 
soon  the  sickest  mortal  on  the  face  of  this  planet  I  cannot 
say  as  to  my  comrades  in  this  folly ;  but  that  half-inch  of 
dgar-stump  will  last  me  all  my  life,  though  its  years  should 
Qfutnumber  MiethuselaVa  For  a  decade  thereafter,  it  was 
often  my  filial  duty  to  fill  and  light  my  mother^s  pipe,  when 
she  had  lain  down  for  her  aftezHlinner  nap ;  and  she,  having 
taken  it,  wouM  hold  it  and  talk  till  the  fire  had  gone  out,  so 
that  it  must  again  he  lighted  and  drawn  till  the  tobacco  was 
wdl  ignited;  hence  I  Impw  that,  if  I  had  not  been  pioof 
agsinst  naiootio  seduction,  I  should  have  learned  to  like  the 
soothing  weed ;  hut  I  never  used,  nor  wished  to  use,  it  as  a 
sedative  or  a  luxuiy  after  my  one  juvenile  and  thoroughly 
conclusive  experiment  From  that  hour  to  this,  the  chewing, 
smoking,  or  snuffing  of  tobacco  has  seemed  to  me,  if  not  the 
most  pernicious,  certainly  the  vilest^  most  detestable  abuse 
of  his  comtupted  sensual  appetites  whereof  depraved  Man  is 
capable. 

In  my  childhood,  tiiere  was  no  m»ny*making,  there  was 
AO  entertainment  of  relatives  or  friends,  there  was  scarcely 
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%  casual  gathering  of  bro  or  tlix6e  nughbon  for  An  evening's 
aocial  chat,  without  strong  dxiiik.  Gidfiir,  always,  while  il 
lemaiiied  diinkEbla  without  severe  oomtortioiiB  of  visage; 
Buhl  at  all  seaaona  and  on  all  oocaaions,  weie  leqinrod  and 
provided.  Ne  liouae  or  bam  i^aa  laiaed  without  a  bountifnl 
aapply  of  the  latter,  and  ganenUy  of  both.  A  wedding 
•  without  "toddy,"  ''flip,"  "al^."  or  punch,"  with  ram  nn- 
diagdaed  in  abundance*  would  have  been  deemed  a  poor, 
mean  affidr,  even  among  the  pennileaa ;  while  the  mote  lisr* 
innate  and  tbxifty  of  oouiae  diapenaed  wine^  brandy,  and  gin 
in  piofciaion.  I>ancing — almoat  the  only  paatime  herein 
the  aezea  jointly  paitidpated — waa  always  enliyened  and 
atimulated  by  liquor.  ICilitaa  traininga — then  rigidly  en- 
Ibiced  at  leaat  twice  a  year — uaually  wound  np  with  a 
drinking  frolic  at  the  village  tavern.  Election  days  were 
drinking  days,  aa  they  atill  too  commonly  are;  and  even 
fbnerala  were  regarded  aa  inadequately  celebiated  without 
the  diapenaing  of  spirituoua  conaolation :  ao  that  I  diBtinctly 
recollect  the  neighborhood  talk,  in  1820,  after  the  fdnenl 
a  poor  man'a  child,  that,  if  he  had  not  been  mean  aa  well  aa 
poor,  he  would  have  cheered  the  bearta  of  his  aympathiziQg 
fiienda  by  tieating  them  to  at  leaat  one  gallon  of  rum.  I 
have  heaid  my  &ther  aay  that  he  had  mowed  through  tiie 
haying  aeason  of  thirty  auooeaaive  years,  and  never  a  day 
without  liquor ;  and  the  account  of  an  Xrishman  who  mowed 
and  pitchwi  throughout  one  haying,  drinking  only  b\itter- 
milk,  wliile  his  associates  drank  rum,  yet  aecoiii2)lislK'd  more, 
and  with  less  fati^jue,  tli;in  any  of  UiLUi.  \\as  received  with 
as  mucli  woiidei  iiiL:  inerediility  as  nioiiLili  it  luid  l)een  certified 
that  \m  lived  wliully  uu  air.  Nay  :  we  hail  aii  ordinatiori  in 
A  ill iierst  nearly  fifty  years  ;igo,  settlin;^  an  able  and  popular 
young  cleruynian  named  Tjjrd  (I  believe  he  is  now  the  vener- 
able ex-rrusident  of  Dartmouth  College)  U)  the  sisjnal  satis- 
faction of  the  great  lK)dy  of  our  people  ;  and,  accordini;  to  my 
recollection,  stron<;  drink  was  more  generally  and  honntifully 
dispensed  than  on  any  previous  oceayion  :  bottles  and  glasses 
being  set  on  tables  in  front  of  many  iaimers'  houses  as  an  in- 
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▼ilBi^n  to  UuM  who  jklsschI  ou  their  ^vay  to  or  lt(MU  thft  inBtaL- 
liktion  to  stop  and  drink  freely.  We  have  worse  liquor  now 
tliMi^  bad  then ;  and  delirium  tremens,  apoplexy,  palsy,  &o., 
eome  sooner  and  oftener  to  those  who  use  it ;  but  our  COQ- 
eaniers  of  strong  drink  are  a  elass  ;  whereas  they  were  then 
tlie  whole  people.  The  pious  prf)l»ii1)ly  Jr.ink  more  discreetly 
tban  the  ungodly ;  hut  they  aU  drank  to  their  own  satis&e- 
tioii^  and,  I  iiidge»  moie  than  was  consistent  with  their  per- 
sonal good. 

My  resoire  not  to  drink  wns  only  mentioned  by  me  at  our 
own  fireside ;  but  it  somehow  became  known  in  the  neigh- 
b(»rhood,  where  it  excited  some  curiosity,  and  even  a  stronger 
feeling.  At  the  annual  sheep-washing,  in  June  following,  it 
was  brought  forward  and  condemned ;  when  I  was  required  to 
take  a  glass  of  liquor,  and,  on  my  declining,  was  held  by  two 
or  three  youngsters  older  and  stronger  than  I,  while  the 
liquor  was  turned  into  my  mouth,  and  some  of  it  forced  down 
my  throat  That  was  understood  to  be  the  end  of  my  foolisk 
attempt  at  singularity. 

It  was  not,  however.  I  quiet,  hut  my  resolution  was 
unchanged  ;  and,  soon  after  my  removal  to  Pooltney,  I  "  as- 
sisted "  in  oiganizing  the  first  Temperance  Society  ever  formed 
in  that  town,  —  perhaps  the  first  in  the  county.  It  inliibited 
the  UPC  of  (li  stilled  liquora  only ;  so  that  I  believe  our  first 
president  ditd  of  intemperance  some  years  after^'anl ,  but  a 
number  stiU  live  to  rejoice  that  they  took  part  in  tliat  move- 
ment, and  have  since  remained  faithfiil  to  its  pledge  and  its 
porpoee.  I  recollect  a  story  told  at  that  time  by  our  adver- 
saries of  a  man  wlio  had  joined  the  Tenii)erance  Society  just 
organized  in  a  neighboring  township,  and,  dying  soon  after- 
ward, had  been  subjected  to  an  nuto|>sy,  wliich  developed  a 
cake  of  ice  weighin|i  ^ovt-ral  pounds,  wliirh  had  fxr^f^dually 
formed  and  increased  in  his  8t<miii(  ]i,  a  result  of  his  fanat- 
ical dcvcition  to  cold  \\'iitor.  Alas  tliat  most  of  our  facetious 
critic*!  liave  since  died,  and  no  autopsy  was  needed  to  develop 
the  cause  of  fh>'ir  de|)urturo  !  A  glance  at  each  tier)'  pro- 
iKt^cis,  that  ioadiated  even  the  cerements  of  the  giave,  was 
sttflicient. 
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Total  Abstinence  lias  never  yet  been  popular  in  tliis  nor 
IQ  any  other  gi-eat  city ;  and,  as  liquor  grows  uiifasliionable 
in  the  countr}^  it  tends  to  V)ec()rne  kss  and  less  so.  A  great 
city  derives  it^  subsistence  and  it<  i)n)tits  from  mitiistrat 
therein,  not  only  to  the  real  needs  of  the  surrounding  countiy, 
but  to  its  baser  appetites,  its  \ice8,  as  well ;  and,  aa  the 
country  becomes  less  and  less  tolerant  of  innuoiul  indulgences 
and  vicious  abemiti(^ns,  the  gains  of  cities  therefrom,  and 
their  consequent  interest  therein,  must  steadily  increase. 
Time  was  when  the  young  man  of  means  and  social  position, 
who  shunned  the  haunts  of  the  gam^ter,  the  wiles  of  the 
libertine,  and  never  indulged  in  a  drunken  "spree,"  was 
.  widely  sneered  at  as  a  "  milksop,"  or  detested  as  a  calculating 
hypocrite.  Sheridan's  Joseph  Surface  admirably  reflrct  ^  the 
once  popular  appreciattoii  of  such  absurd,  fanatioal  Puritan- 
ism;  but,  as  the  world  grows  wiser  and  (in  an  important 
sense)  better,  a  great  though  silent  change  is  wxoogbt  in  pub- 
lic sentiment,  which  compels  the  vicious  to  conceal  indul* 
gences  that  they  formerly  paraded,  and  maintain  an  exterior 
decency  which  would  once  have  exposed  them  to  ridionle* 
Thousands,  who  formerly  gratified  their  baser  appetites  with- 
out dJsgoise  or  shame,  now  feel  constrained,  not  to  "leave 
undone,"  but  to  "  keep  nnknown/*  by  hieing  to  aome  great 
aty^ — where  no  one's  deeds  or  ways  are  observed  or  much 
regarded  so  long  as  he  Iceeps  out  of  the  hands  of  the  police,^ 
and  there  balance  a  year*s  compelled  decorum  by  a  week's 
nnrestiained  debauchery.  Fifty  yean  bad^  a  jug  would 
readily  be  filled  with  any  designated  liquor  at  almost  any 
countiy  store ;  now,  the  devotee  of  alcoholic  potations  must 
nsuaUy  send  or  take  his  den^john  to  the  most  convenient 
dty,  where  it  will  at  once  be  filled  and  despatched  to  its  im- 
patient, thirsty  owner ;  and  so,  as  the  Liquor  Interest  grows 
weaker  and  weaker  in  the  countiy,  it  becomes  stronger  and 
yet  stronger  in  the  cities,  whose  politics  it  ,fiwhions,  whose 
government  it  governs,  by  virtue  of  its  inherent  strength 
and  apprehensive  activily.  And  thus  the  Liquor  Traffic  has 
greater  strength  and  vitality  in  our  city  to-day  than  it  had 
twenty  to  fortrjr  yean  ago. 
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l^lvester  Gxabam  tefe  appeared  in  New  Yock  as  a  lecturer, 
I  think,  in  the  Winter  of  1831-32.  He  had  been  a  Preshy- 
terian  deigyman,  settifid  in  New  Jeieqr,  and  mm  atfled  **  Dr.," 
though  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  stadied  or  practised  medi- 
cinei  He  had  an  aoti?e»  inquiring  mind,  and  a  oonaiderable 
knowledge  o£  phjsica,  metaphysics,  and  theology ;  he  was  a 
flnent  and  foicible^  though  difiiue  and  egotistical,  speaker;  and 
lie  was  possessed  snd  impelled  by  definite  conviotion&  He 
was  at  home  in  sin^  combat  aliko  with  Alcohol  and  Atbe- 
iam ;  bat  there  was  nothing  nanow  in  his  Temperance  nor 
in  his  Orthodo]^.  He  beUeved,  therefore  taught,  that  Health 
IB  the  neceseaiy  result  of  obedience.  Disease  of  disobediencOi 
to  physical  laws;  that  aU  stimulants,  whether  alcoholic  or 
narcotic,  are  pemicions,  and  should  be  sqected,  save,  possiblyj 
in  those  rare  cases  whm  one  poison  may  be  wisely  employed 
to  neutraliae  or  expel  another :  he  coodemned  Tea  and  Ck>ffee, 
as  wdl  as  Tobacco,  Opium,  and  Alcoholic  potables,  —  Cider 
and  Beer  equa%  with  Brandy  and  Gin,  save  that  the  poison 
18  more  concentrated  in  the  latter.  He  disapproved  of  aU 
spices  and  condiments  save  (grudgingly)  a  very  little  salt; 
and  he  held  that  more  suitable  and  wholesome  food  for  hu- 
man beings  than  the  flesh  of  animalB  can  almost  always  be 
procured,  and  should  be  preferred.  The  bolting  of  meal,  to 
separate  its  coarser  from  its  finer  particles,  he  also  reprobated ; 
teaching  that  the  ripe,  sound  beny  of  Wheat  or  Rye,  being 
ground  to  the  requisite  fineness,  should  in  no  manner  be 
sifted,  but  should  be  made  into  loaves  and  eaten  precisely  as 
^Bb»  mill-stones  deliver  it  Such  is,  in  brief,  ''the  Graham 
system,"  as  I  heard  it  ezpoonded  in  successive  lectures  by  its 
author,  and  fortified  by  •evidence  and  reasoning  which  com- 
manded my  general  assent  A  boaiding-house  was  soon 
established,  based  on  its  principles,  and  I  became  an  inmate 
thereof,  as  weU  as  of  others  aftemard  founded  on  the  same 
general  ideas,  though  I  never  wholly  rejected  the  use  of 
meat  Tea  I*  never  cared  for,  and  I  used  none  at  all  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century ;  now,  I  sometinies  take  it  in  moderation^ 
when  black  and  very  good.  Coffee  had  for  years  been  my 


104  RBCOLLECTlOhS  OF  A  BUSY  UFE. 


to  mf  taste,  to  bntUat  without  eofflbe  \  bat^  haviog  dxaiik  • 
stfong  cup  of  H  one  efeoxag  at  a  fbstm  board,  I  vdce  next 
TnomiTig  to  find  my  band  trembling ;  and  I  at  once  said,  *Nb 
more  odfte  I"  and  bsvte  not  dxaak  it  auioa  Ify  tule  giad- 
mSky  changed  thereafter,  so  that  I  eocm  oeaaed  to  eiave,  and 
now  thoToaghlj  dislike,  the  beremge.  And,  irbile  I  eat 
meat,  and  deem  it,  when  imspoiled  by  decay  or  bad  cookery, 
far  less  objectionable  than  hot  bread,  rancid  butter,  decayed 
fruit.s,  wilted  vegetables,  and  too  many  other  contributions  to 
our  onhiiui  v  diet,  I  profoundly  believe  that  there  is  better  food 
obtainulile  l)y  the  great  body  ot  iiumkind  tluin  the  butcher 
and  the  fishermaii  do  or  can  supply ;  and  that  a  diet  made  up 
of  sound  gniin  (ground,  but  unbolted),  ripe,  undecayed  fniits, 
and  a  variety  of  fresh,  wholesome  vegetables,  vnih  milk,  but- 
ter, and  cheese,  and  very  little  of  spices  or  c<mdimeuti>,  will 
enable  our  grandchildren  to  live  in  the  average  far  longer, 
and  fall  far  less  ire<|^ueutly  into  the  hands  of  the  doctors,  than 
we  do. 

My  wife,  whose  acquaintance  T  made  at  tlit*  Omham 
House,  and  who  was  long  a  more  faithful,  consistent  disciple 
of  Gmham  than  I  was,  in  our  years  of  extreme  poverty  kept 
her  house  in  strict  accordance  with  her  convictions  ;  never 
even  deigning  an  explanation  to  her  friends  and  relatives 
who  from  time  to  time  visited  and  t^^nnpomrily  snjourned 
with  us  ;  and,  politeness  usually  reyawssetl  complaint  or 
inquir)'  on  their  part,  their  first  ex])eriences  of  a  regimen 
which  dispensed  with  all  tliey  deemed  most  appetizing  could 
hardly  be  observed  without  a  smile,  l^sually,  a  day,  or  at 
most  two,  of  beans  and  potatoes,  boiled  rice,  puddings,  bread 
and  liuttur,  with  no  condiment  but  salt,  and  never  a  pickle, 
was  all  they  could  abide  ;  so,  bidding  her  a  kind  adieu,  each 
in  turn  departed  to  seek  eleewbere  a  more  congenial  hospi- 
tality. 

"  But  %vTiat  peculiar  effects  of  a  vegetable  diet  did  you  ox- 
pr^rience  ? "  some  will  naturally  ask.    I  answer  generally. 
Much  the  same  as  a  xmn-diinker  notea  after  a  brief  return 
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to  water-dimking  exclusive^.  I  iirst  felt  a  quite  pereeptibte 
sinking  of  spirits,  a  partial  relaxation  or  depression 

oC  natuial  eneigies.  It  seemed  as  though  I  could  not  lift  so 
much,  jump  so  high,  nor  run  so  fiEurti^  as  when  T  ate  meal 
After  a  tune,  this  lowenng  of  the  tone  of  the  physical  system 
passed  away  or  became  impeioeptible.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  liad  no  feeling  of  repletion  or  over-falness ;  I  bad  no  head- 
ache, and  scarcely  an  ache  of  any  sort ;  my  health  was  stab- 
bonUygood;  and  any  cut  or  other  flesh-wound  healed  more 
easily  and  lapidly  than  fonnerly.  Other  things  being  eqnal, 
I  judge  that  a  strict  TCgfOtarian  Trill  live  ten  years  longer  than 
»  habitual  flesh-eater,  while  snffotingp  in  the  aversge,  len 
^tm  half  80  mndi  from  sickness  as  the  osniivofoas  must 
The  aimpla  ftet^  that  animals  oie  often  disessed  when  killed 
far  food,  and  that  the  flesh  of  those  home  in  crowded  cax% 
fiom  fu  inland,  to  be  skoghteied  fbr  the  sustenance  of  sea- 
boaid  dtieB,  is  slmost  always  and  inevitably  Ibverish  and 
HDwhoIeeome^  oqght  to  be  oonclnstTe. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  convinced,  by  the  observation  and 
experience  of  a  third  of  a  centuiy»  that  blII  pdblic  danger  Hes 
m  the  direction  opposite  to  thi^  of  Tegetaxianism, — that  a 
thoosand  fresh  Giahams  let  looee  each  year  upon  the  poblie 
wiD  not  prevent  the  oonsnnption,  in  the  average  of  ftr  too 
nmch  and  too  highly  seasoned  animal  food;  while  all  the 
0oughs  and  Keal  Dows  that  ever  were  or  can  be  scared  up 
wili  not  deter  the  body  politic  from  poming  down  its  throat 
a  great  deal  more  *  fire-water  "  than  is  good  for  it  And, 
wUle  I  look  with  interest  on  all  attempts  to  snbstttnte 
American  wines  and  malt  liquora  for  the  more  concentiated 
and  mmAiifiMing  dooootlons  of  the  still,  I  have  noted  no  soeh 
permanent  trimnphs  in  the  thousand  past  attempts  to  cast 
out  big  devils  by  the  incantalaons  of  little  ones  as  would  gh« 
me  reason  to  put  faith  in  the  principle,  or  VQgax  soccess  for 
this  latest  experiment 
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XIV. 

POLITICS. 

AN  eager,  omnivoroiis  leader,  especidly  of  newspapent, 
from  early  childhood,  I  was  an  ardent  politician  when 

not  yet  half  old  enough  to  vote.  I  heartily  sympathized  with 
the  Noi  tliei  n  u}  arising  against  the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a 
Slave  Stite,  uiid  shaivd  in  the  disappointment  and  chagrin  so 
widely  ft'lt  wlicu  that  uprising  wiis  circumvented  and  defesited 
by  what  wiis  called  a  Compromise.  I  think  few  of  us  blamed 
the  Southern  politiciaiiB  for  their  agency  in  our  defeat ;  l)ut 
the  score  of  Northern  Senators  and  Represcmtatives  who  (as 
we  thought)  betrayed  us  were  thenceforth  marked  men,  and 
few  indeed  of  them  were  ever  again  successful  aspirants  to 
popular  favor. 

Wlien,  in  1824,  the  coimtry  was  freshly  a;4ilated  and  di- 
vided, after  several  years  of  general  calm,  by  the  nomination 
of  William  H.  Cm w  ford,  of  (Jcorgia,  for  T^resident,  in  a  caucus 
attended  by  less  than  a  thii*d  of  the  Menil»ers  of  Conjj:res<*, — 
considembly  less  than  half  of  those  who  were  cliosen  by  t  he 
dominant  party, —  all  New  En<:land  became  zeidously  anti- 
Caucus,  and  lier  electoral  vote  w;i.s  ciist  solid  for  Jolui  (.Hiincy 
Adams;  tlicre  beini,'  no  serious  opposition  amoyj^  tlie  masses, 
though  sevcr.d  of  her  leading  politicians,  and  liitherto  most 
influential  journals,  were  vehemently  for  Cra^vfo^d.  The 
choice  in  tluj  House  of  Adams  for  l^resident,  by  the  help  of 
Mr.  Clay  and  his  friends,  suited  us  exactly,  and  all  the  more 
that  Mr.  Clay  was  eminently  National  in  liia  views  and  feel- 
ings, a  leading  champion  of  Internal  Improvements,  Protection 
to  Homa  Industiy,  and  eveij  good  work.   But  th&  liostile 
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combinatioii  sour  th(.'reafUjr  formed  of  the  lately  waning  sup- 
porters of  Jacksou,  Crawford,  and  Calhoun  respectively,  did 
not  j^leasL'  us  at  all;  Calhoun  especially  —  haviu;^'  been  a 
National  man,  l  suppurter  of  I'rotecticni,  lliverand  Harbor  Im- 
provement, ivc,  wliile  in  Congress,  and  liaviug  been  generally 
sustained  by  our  section  for  Viee-l*resident  —  was  leL^arded, 
up  our  way,  aiS  a  renegade  from  principle  for  office  and  power. 
The  fierce  personal  \\  arfare  waged  upon  Adaiuij  and  Clay  for 
their  alleged  coalition,  by  and  in  full  view  of  this  hostile  com- 
bination, excit^id  our  wratli  and  scorn ;  but  this  did  nut  over- 
bi  ar  tlie  fact  that  their  three  factions  united  were  an  over- 
mateh  lor  our  two;  and,  as  Crawford  died  soon  after  Adams's 
accebbion,  they  were  enabled  to  achieve  what  woidd  now-a- 
days  be  called  a  close  connection,  by  running  Jackson  for 
President,  with  Cailioun  for  Vice-Prcijideut.  We  ought  to 
have  countered  this  by  nominating  Clay  with  Adams,  or 
(better  still)  by  having  Adams  decline  a  reiilection,  and  run- 
ning Clay  tor  President,  with  Walter  Forward,  of  Pennsylvania, 
or  Smith  Thoni]^s(Ui,  of  New  York,  lor  Vice-President;  but 
everjrthing  went  wrong  with  us :  the  sudden  death  of  De 
Witt  Clinton  consolidated  many  of  his  pei-sonal  I'ollowers  with 
their  lite-long  adversaries  in  the  support  of  Jackson  for 
President,  with  Van  Buren  for  Governor  of  New  York ;  our 
nomination  of  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent was  injudicious,  and  gave  us  no  strength;  and  our 
reasonable  Ikjj^cs  that  the  Tariff  question  would  secure  us 
Ohio  with  Kentucky,  and  give  us  a  fair  chance  for  Pennsyl- 
vania, WLie  blighted  by  the  tactics  of  our  antagonists:  Van 
Bureu,  bilas  Wright,  Buchanan,  the  Jackson  dulogutions  from 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  in  solid  column,  with  all 
but  two  or  three  members  from  New  York,  uniting  (in  1828) 
to  trauie  and  pass  the  highest  and  most  Protective  TarilT  that 
had  ever  been  proposed,  over  the  \  (»t(.s  (jf  a  inajority  of  the 
Adams  men  from  New  England.  Outniano  uviL-d  on  every 
side,  we  were  clearly  foredoomed  to  defeat;  the  loss  of  Mr. 
Clay's  own  Kentucky  was  a  ItLnv  for  wliich  her  jireceding 
election  of  Members  to  Cou«^ress  had  partly  prepaied  ua. 
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tiio^gh  we  caniad,  hy  a  qUmo  vote,  heat  Qoremor  (If etoaU)  in 
the  Bptiited  Aiignst* elactdoa  of  tiiis  year;  but  Indiaiia,  and 
even  Obio«  went  with  hat,  thoo^  we  had  oazried  the  latter 
ia  her  State  electioii  eoaioelya  mcnfh  before  the  popukr  Tote 
tor  Fkeaideni  LcraiBiaiia,  too,  voted  ISor  Jaekaon,  though  wiiQi 
ua  in  her  preceding  State  oonteat;  Kew  York  (then  ftl*nnM«g 
eleotota  bf  diatricts)  gave  Adama  but  16  votea  to  20  for  hia 
opponent;  and  ao  wa  weie  badlj  beaten,  eanying  bat  84 
electon,  while  Jaokaon — haying  every  vote  below  the  Poto- 
mac,  and  all  west  the  All^hanies  —  had  more  than  double 
that  number. 

In  the  succeeding  Presideutial  contest  (1832)  we  had 
scarcely  a  cliance.  Anti-Maaonry  had  divided  us,  and  driven 
tlioiLsands  of  Adams  men  over  to  Jackson,  whose  pei'sonal 
po]tularity  waa  very  great,  c.si)et'ially  with  the  nou-reading 
clitss,  and  who  had  strengthened  himself  at  the  North  by  his 
Tarilf  Messages  and  Ids  open  rupture  witli  Calhoun.  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine  had  already  sjone  over  to  liim ;  Ver- 
mont voted  for  Wirt  ,  the  Anti-Masonic  candidate  ;  Oliio,  dis- 
tracted by  Anti-Masonry,  \vent  again  i'nv  rlack&ou  ;  New  York 
(now  choosing  electors  hy  general  ticket)  W(»nt  solid  for  him, 
with  Pennsylvania,  and  even  New  Jersey  :  tliat  Mr.  Clay, 
though  earning  his  own  Kentucky,  made  hut  a  soriy  figure 
in  the  ele(tt»ral  aggre^t*^.  ^faseachusetts,  Rhode  Iblaud, 
Connect icnt,  Delaware,  and  part  of  Maryland  (by  districts), 
were  all  tlie  States  that  voted  for  liim,  save  his  own. 

Sontli  Carolina  now  threw  away  her  ^•ote  for  President  on 
J<j1i!i  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  and  proceeded  to  nullify  the  Tariff, 
which  had  ju<^t  been  f?0!newhat  mluced,  —  in  jiaii,  to  i)lacate 
her.  But  Van  liuren  had  been  substitutod  for  Calhoun  as 
Vice-President,  and  she  would  not  he  placated.  Her  nullifi- 
cation was  abandoned,  rather  than  suppressed,  and  this  only 
after  the  main  point  had  been  virtually  yielded  to  her  by  a 
graduated  reduction  of  the  Tariff  throughout  the  next  ten 
years  to  a  purely  Bevenue  atandard  Though  overborne,  she 
waa  practically  triumphant  Mr.  Ciay  piopoaed  the  Compro- 
aiiaa  TmiS,  that  gave  her  ampl9  exouae  for  receding  ftom  her 
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untenalilo  position ;  but  only  after  it  had  been  rendered 
certain  tliat  a  more  immediate  and  sweeping  reduction  of  the 
Tariii',  already  reported  by  ^Ir.  Yerplanck,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wa}'s  and  Means,  ^^•ould  be  carried  if  this  Were  forboiue. 
So  the  land  had  j>eaee  nixnm  for  a  brief  season. 

The  United  States  liank  war,  whicli  noon  followed,  had 
already  been  inauL,iirated  l)y  General  Jaekson's  imperious 
will,  b^nly  in  liis  fn-st  term,  lu^  liad  been  j>rompted  to  re- 
cpiire  tlie  removal  of  Jeremiaii  Mason,  President  of  tlie  branch 
at  l*ort.smouth,  X.  II.,  who  was  obnoxious  to  his  leading 
friends  in  that  State.  He  was  not  giatified.  Thouqh  the 
tost  cliart*ir  of  the  bank  would  not  expire  till  IH'M},  he  de- 
monstrated ap^inst  its  rene\\  al  so  early  as  1830 ;  telling  Oon- 
gre-s  that  the  cpiestion  should  be  prom{)tly  acted  on,  so  that 
arrani,'ements  might  seasonably  he  made,  in  case  it  should  not 
be  rechartered,  for  supply inir  its  |dace  as  a  linancial  aiient  of 
the  Government,  and  a  commercial  convenience  to  the  peopla 
A  Jackson  Coii^'rcss,  in  due  time,  took  the  matter  in  hand, 
and,  in  18:i2,  vot^id  a  ^ene^val  of  the  cliarter,  by  hir^^e  majorities 
in  either  House.  The  bill  wm  vet<jed,  and  the  Veto  Me.'^sage 
c*'mjilained  that  the  act  of  recluirtering  wbj^  prematuio ! 
That  Congress,  ])rior  to  its  finnl  adjoumnient,  heard  va^mely 
that  the  President  intuinU  d  to  remove  the  deposits  of  public 
money  frrmi  the  detested  I'ank ;  %vliereupon  the  Haus©  voted^ 
by  thitje  to  one,  that  th(;y  ought  not  to  be  removed. 

William  J.  Duane,  of  rennsylvania,  was  then  Secretary  of 
the  TTeasu^v^  Tlie  rresident  required  him  to  remove  the 
deposits.  lie  deflinud.  Jackson  tliereupon  removed  him; 
apjtointing  in  his  stead  Iloger  B.  Tuifv,  of  AFaryland,  who 
proceeded  at  once  to  do  his  master's  l>i»ldinix.  When  a  new 
Conj^Tess  assL'inbled  (Decend^er,  18J?3),  the  Federal  deposits,  as 
they  accrued,  were  bein_tj[  dispersed  among  a  multiplicity  of 
State  banks,  —  the  h'iHt  able  being  of  course  the  most  needy 
and  clamorous  for  a  sliare  of  the  pap,  on  the  strength  of  their 
directoi^'  professed  devotion  to  the  Administration  and  its 
•"revered  chief" 

I  have  always — at  leaAt,  sixM^  I  read  Dr.  iYanklin's  auto- 
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bipgrapfaj,  mote  ISian  fort^  yeam  ago — been  an  advocate  of 
paper  money.  But  I  mmt  it  to  be  mtmey^ — oonyertiiliKe  at 
*  pleasnie  into  coin, — not  piinied  lies,  even  thoiigh  tliejr  ftil 
to  deceive.  From  1818  up  to  1830^  tiiis  cooniiy  enffeied 
from  ft  deartih  of  money.  Tens  of  thonsands  were  nnwiUin^y 
idle  from  month  to  month,  who  wonld  have  been  nsefiiUy  and 
piofitablj  employed  had  tiie  conntiy  been  blest  with  an  ade- 
quate dtcnktii^  medinm.  Oompucatively  few  houses  were 
built  in  those  yean^  becanse  of  the  scarcity  of  monej^  which 
palsied  enteiprise  and  ^  trified  labor.  As  a  jonnieyman,  I 
could  rarely  find  work  in  the  countiy,  becanse  there  was  so 
little  money ;  and,  on  coming  to  the  city,  I  found  that  pay- 
ments by  master  mechanics  to  their  men  were  mainly  made 
in  Tmcnrrent '*  notes  of  State  banks,  which  most  often,  if  not 
generally,  be  taken  to  a  broker  and  shaved"  -before  they 
would  pay  board  or  buy  giooerks.  The  oonseqnent  loss  was 
sometliiiig;  the  inevitable  bother  and  vexation  were  a  far 
greater  nuisance.  A  paper  currency  everywhere  cuneiit, 
everywhere  convertible  into  coin,  was  my  ideal ;  hence  I  was 
not  i^nrtial  to  local  emissions  of  paper,  but  a  zealous,  deter- 
uiiued  advocate  of  a  National  Ikuik. 

Tlie  United  Stat<*s  Bank,  being  required  to  pay  over  the 
millions  it  held  uu  deposit  fur  the  Government,  receiving  no 
more,  be^ran,  of  course,  to  contract  its  loans.  It  coidd  do  no 
otherwise;  especially  a.s  an  attempt,  evidently  ins]>iR'd,  had 
been  uiade  by  Jacks(»n  hrokers  to  break  iU  branch  at  Savan- 
nah by  quietly  collecting  a  large  quantity  of  its  notes  and 
presentinior  them  at  once  for  payment,  hci])in^i  that  they  eould 
not  all  be  met,  and  that  it  nii^lit  thereupon  be  claimed  that 
the  Bank  had  failed.  It  was  charued  by  its  adversaries  that 
the  cnnti-actinn  consequent  upon  tlie  removnl  of  the  Deposits 
was  too  rapid  ami  too  cfTPat ;  in  fact,  tliat  it4  purpose  was  the 
creation  of  commercial  distress  and  panic.  Tliis  may  have 
been;  but  a  ven,^  decided  contraction  by  that  Bank  wa,«!  in- 
evitable ;  and  it  Cfudd  have  jiursued  no  course  tliat  did  not 
expose  it  to  accusation  and  re]»roach.  1  presume  it  stnicjcrlcd 
for  its  life»  as  most  of  us  would  do,  if  assailed  with  deadly 
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intonl  "Witli  the  iBmcmd  of  Beinsits,  its  power  to  regu- 
late the  eaamcj  lapsed,  and  Its  dvty  as  weSL  Those  Banks 
to  which  the  Govenunent  had  transferred  its  ftmds  and  its 
&V0I8  should  unitedly  h«?e  aasnmed  and  excised  the  fimo- 
tsons  of  a  r^nlator,  or  oonfessed  their  uuibilitjr. 

As  the  pressure  for  moDey  incsressed,  the  x>olitieal  elements 
neie  lashed  to  fiuy,  and  our  city,  the  focos  of  American  com- 
merce, became'  the  arena  of  a  fierce  electioneering  struggle. 
Hitherto,  the  Jackson  ascendency  had,  since  the  death  of  De 
Witt  Clinton,  been  so  decided,  that  our  charter  tUc  tioiis  had 
usually  1m ell  scarcely  contested  ;  but  the  stin  iiii;  debates  daily 
received  from  Washington,  the  striving's  ui  merchants  and 
banks  to  a\-ei1  l»ankru})tcy,  the  daily  tightening  ol  tlie  money 
market,  aiid  the  novel  hopes  of  success  inspired  in  the  lireasts 
of  those  who  now  took  the  nam(»  (»!'  ""Whigs"  (tu  indicate 
their  repugnance  to  unauthoriiied  aiksumptions  of  Executive 
j>o\ver\  rendered  New  York  tor  some  weeks  a  boiling  caldron 
of  jKjliticid  passions.  Our  three  days'  election  (April,  18^)4) 
^vius  tlie  most  veli(^ment  and  keenly  cuutested  stniL^i^le  w]iich 
I  ever  witnessed.  Our  city  was  then  divided  into  fifteen 
Wards.  \\  ith  but  one  poll  to  each  Ward  ;  and  1  should  esti- 
mate the  average  attendance  (^n  eaeh  ikjU  at  little  less  than 
one  thousand.  T  am  certain  that  T  saw  the  niitsses  surround- 
iiiLr  the  F(»uvth  and  Sixth  Ward  ])olljj  resjjeelively  (then  but 
two  <>r  three  blocks  apart^\  so  minuled  that  you  could  not  say 
where  the  one  ended  and  the  (»ther  be-un.  There  were  some 
fights,  of  course,  and  one  general  coUi^ion  in  tlie  Sixth  Ward 
ihat  might  have  resulted  in  deplorable  bltKKlslie<l ;  but  ])eace 
was  soon  restored-  In  the  event,  the  Jacksonites  elected  their 
Mayor  (Cornelius  W.  Lawrence)  over  the  Wii^  mndidate 
(Gulian  C.  Verplanck)  by  384  majority,  which  was  less  than 
their  overplus  of  voters  naturalized  on  the  last  day  of  the 
polL  The  total  vote  was  nearly  35,000  ;  which  was  probably 
a  closer  appfoaeh  to  the  whole  number  of  legal  voters  than 
irss  ever  drawn  out  before  or  since.  The  W^higs  carried  both 
hianches  of  the  Common  Council,  giving  them  the  control  of 
most  of  the  city  patronage ;  so  that  the  result  iras  generally 
tnd  jnstfy-K^gizded  ss  a  diawn  hattl& 
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My  concern  printed  a  daily  canipainni  penny  yvaper,  entitled 
The  Constitution,  tlirough  most  of  tliat  year,  antl  I  was  a  free 
•  contributor  to  its  colnnins,  thougli  its  editor  and  publisher 
was  Mr.  Achilles  li.  Crain,  who  died  some  thirty  years  ago. 
It  did  not  pay,  and  the  firm  of  (Ireeley  and  Winchester  were 
lexers  by  it,  counting  my  editoriid  assistance  worth  nothing. 
William  H.  Seward,  then  tliirty-four  years  old,  and  just  closing 
with  distinction  a  four  years'  term  in  the  State  Senate,  was  our 
candidate  for  Governor,  with  Silas  M.  Stillwell  for  Lieutenant ; 
and  we  fondly  hoped  to  carry  the  State  in  the  November 
eleotioiL  Bat  meantime  the  State  Banks,  wherein  the  Federal 
revenue  iras  deposited  ("  Pet  Banks/'  we  Whigs  termed  them), 
had  been  enabled  to  efifeot  an  enomuNU  expansion  of  their 
loans  and  issues ;  and  the  country — not  yet  feeling  the  Tariff 
xednctions  which  the  Compromise  of  1833  had  barely  in- 
augurated—  was  launched  on  the  flood  of  a  factitious  but 
sedaotive  oemblanoe  of  prosperity.  Money  wa.<;  a))undant; 
tmsry  one  had  employment  who  wanted,  and  pay  if  he  earned 
it;  property  was  rapidly  appreciating  in  value;  fusUsneB  and 
furnaces  had  fall  work,  and  were  doing  well ;  so,  when  the 
I'all  election  came,  we  made  a  gallant  figh^  but  wero  badly 
defeated, —  Marcy  being  reelected  Governor  over  Seward  by 
some  13,000  majority, — more  than  he  had  over  Granger  in 
1832,; —  and  the  Wh^,  beaten  pretty  generally  and  decisively, 
relapsed  into  a  torpor  whenoe  they  weie  scaicely  arooeed  by 
the  ensuing  Pnsidenfiial  Election,  wherein  Ctoend  Harrison 
was  made  their  candidate  for  Freaident^  with  i^nncis  Granger 
ibr  Vice-President^  while  Hugh  L.  White»  of  Temiassee,  tan 
fat  President^  with  John  Tyhae,  of  Yiiginia,  for  Yioe-Preaiden^ 
on  an  independent  ticket  whidi  contested  the  South  with  the 
Jackson  regulars,  who  alone  held  a  National  Convention,  in 
which  tiiey  nominated  Martin  Van  Bnien  for  Piesident^  with 
Colonel  Rlchaid  IL  Johnson,  of  Eentoc^,  for  Vice.  I  was 
among  the  Yeiy  few  in  the  Eastern  States  who  had  taloen  any 

believing  that  tiieve  was  the  raw  material  for  a  good  run  in 
his  histoiy  and  character;  bat  this  was  not  generally  oiedited^ 
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at  kast  in  our  State,  which,  m  languid  contest  on  a  light 
vote,  went  r«»r  Van  Buren,  Julm^ion,  and  Marcy,  by  some 
28,000  majority.  \\'hLn,  however,  the  -retumii  Irom  uther 
States  came  pouring  in,  and  it  was  i'oiind  that  General  Harri- 
son Lad  carried,  with  Vermont  onlv  of  the  New  England 
States,  Xew  Jersey,  Deluuaie,  ^Lii  viand,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Kentuck}',  and  had  barely  faileil  to  caiTy  Pennsylvuni.i,  wliile 
"Wliitii  had  carried  Temiessee  and  Georgiii,  Vtarely  failing  in 
Korth  Carolina,  and  in  two  or  three  Southwci>tem  States, 
and  tliat  ^'ir;:inia  had  refused  her  vott3  to  Johnson,  so  that  lie 
had  failed  of  an  election  by  the  |>et.)ple,  and  liad  to  Ije  cho.seu 
over  Granger  by  the  Senate,  there  was  a  general  waking  up 
U)  the  con\nction,  that  either  Harrison  was  more  pi»])idar,  or 
Van  I>unju  more  obnoximii;,  than  had  l>een  supp0:3cd  in  our 
State,  and  tliat  the  latter  ht  have  been  beaten  liy  seasonal >le 
eoucert  and  etlort.  In  that  slouching  'VN'liig  defeat  of  1836 
lay  tiie  germ  of  tiie  overwbelmiiig  Wliig  tuumpii  of  1840. 


Mr.  Van  Buren's  election  to  the  Presidency  always  seemed 
to  me  anomalous,  and  1  am  not  yet  fully  reconciled  to  it.  He 
had  none  of  that  personal  magnetism  which  made  General 
Jackaon  and  Mr.  C^j  Mpectively  the  idola  of  their  ooatend- 
ing  partiea  He  was  not  even  an  orator,  was  fax  inferior  to 
Silas  Wright  as  a  debater,  and  to  William  L.  Maroy  in  execn* 
tive  ability.  I  believe  hia  strength  lay  in  his  suavity.  He 
was  the  reconciler  of  the  estranged,  the  harmomaser  of  those 
who  were  at  feud,  amoDg  his  fellow-partisans.  An  adroit  and 
subtle,  rather  than  a  great  man,  I  judge  that  he  owed  his  elec- 
tion, first  to  the  Yice-FresidenGy,  then  to  the  Presidency,  to 
the  personal  favor  and  imperious  ^iU  of  Andrew  Jac  kson, 
with  whom  Love  me,  love  my  dog/'  was  an  iron  role.  Had 
there  been  no  Jackson,  Van  Buren  would  never  bave  attained 
the  behest  office  in  the  gift  of  bis  ooontiymen. 
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•  PLAT-DAT8. 

WHOEVZR  bM  apeOt  a  fiBw  traeks  in  Fiik  lue  dtnibU 
Ibm  panaed  to  iritneH,  on  tbe  greenswaid  endoMd  by 
Hho  FbIms  BiQfyil,  or  ebewlmeb  gnmpi  of  jwag  duldvea  at 
pky;  and  beea  ehanned  by  flwuaconadoqa  apirit^  fieedon^ 
and  giaoe  of  mann^.  The  IVmh  ohroaklei^a  obaervitioi^ 
oantanaa  igo^ — "  The  En^liah  taloo  their  plaaBiiraa  aadly/'*^ 
viU  be  bioi^^t  to  hia  ladnd  on  almost  eveiy  oooaam  when 
he  witneeaes  an  attempt  at  festivify  on  the  part  of  the  neigh- 
boring ialanden  or  of  their  deeoendanta  on  thia  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Our  Sootch-Iriah  aettlen  In  aoutJien^  New  Hamp- 
ahiie  bioqght  with  them  from  the  other  aide  a  broad  humor, 
a  love  of  Ian,  a  apirit  of  hospitality,  a  regard  far  kinship  and 
olanahip^  which  had  not  wholly  faded  out  in  my  boyhood,  or 
been  drowned  In  the  sea  of  British  nationality  which  in  time 
rolled  over  the  continent,  snbmeiging  the  islets  of  Scotch* 
Hollandio^  Swedish,  I^ench,  at  other  diveiae  origin,  whioh 
had  for  a  season  gleamed  above  the  waves.  The  low-bom, 
radelj  bled  En^rlishman  has  but  one  natural  iMhion  of  enjoy- 
ii^  himseli,  —  hj  getting  drunk.  We  have  modified  this 
aomewliat ;  \ml,  as  a  rule,  our  thxifty;  self-respecting  people 
have  hitherto  allowed  themselves  too  few  hoUdaya^  and  ftiled 
to  make  the  best  nae  of  those  they  actually  took. 

fifty  years  have  passed  since  I  first  stole  down,  one  ^igg7 
morning,  to  the  brook  that  ran  through  the  west  aide  of  WJ 
father's  farm  in  New  Hampshire,  and,  dropping  my  Kne  off 
the  bridge,  felt  a  bite  almost  instantly,  and,  hauling  up,  drew 
in  a  nioe  speckled  troat    I  had  tried  to  fiah  before  bat 


« 
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without  success ;  henceforth,  through  boyhood,  I  was  an 

entlmsiastic,  pnraevering  fisheririaii,  though  never  a  master 
of  the  art.  Ihu  modern  scjphistications  of  fly  and  reel  were 
unknown  in  rural  New  England  in  those  days ;  hook,  line, 
and  sinker  gave  adequate  warning  to  excry  considerate,  wary 
fish  of  what  hf*  had  to  cxjicet  if  he  bit ;  hut  fishermen  were 
fewer  and  lirouivs  more  sliadv,  less  capricious  m  volume,  than 
the  clearing  away  of  wootis  lias  since  made  them,  while  in- 
tellectual deli,L'htM  were  rarer  and  less  inviting  :  so  tishing 
was  largely  the  phnisure  of  the  gay  and  the  buaiuess  of  tlie 
grave.  Our  rivers,  unvextxl  by  mill-dams,  swarmed  in  their 
season  with  f?had,  lamprey-eels,  &c.,  and  afPonhid  some  sal- 
mon, as  well  as  fish  of  less  cdnsidenitiou.  Even  the  sea  was 
not  too  far  to  be  visited  by  adventurous  parties,  intent  on  a 
week's  profitable  sport.  Winter  lirought  its  sleigh-loads  of 
frpsh  cod,  frozen  as  soon  as  fairly  out  of  water,  and  so  ri'tain- 
iiig  the  sweetness  which  soon  vanishes  forever  ;  and  I'  reckon 
that,  down  t/>  1800,  the  people  of  New  England  had  eaten 
many  more  poun  l-  ut  fish  tlian  of  bc^ef  and  mutton  together, 
—  perhaps  ui  all  meats  save  those  obtained  hy  the  chase. 

In  Vermont,  the  clay  soil  of  the  Champlain  Valley  dis- 
colors the  brooks  when  full  and  repels  the  trout;  but  the 
aV)undant  lakes  and  lakelets  used  to  abound  in  perch,  bass, 
and  sunfish,  while  the  larger  streams  afforded,  in  addition, 
eels  and  f>ike.  East  Bay  —  the  common  estuary  of  the 
Poultney  and  Castleton  creeks,  and  dividing  Westhaven 
irom  Hampt^m,  "N".  Y.  —  is,  in  Spring,  the  ri'sort  of  a  small, 
pecnliar  shad,  which,  witli  a  few  \nh',  bivss,  mullet,  come 
up  from  the  I^ke  to  spawn,  and  are  caught  with  seines  dr.iwn 
bv  two  fijihermen,  who  wade  throu<_rh  the  swollen  stream, — 
one  of  them  sometimes  obliged  to  swim,  —  while  gi-eat  blocks 
of  ice,  left  agro\ind  l)y  the  receding  floods,  often  lie  slowly 
wa'^tirig  along  the  bank.  The  melted  snow^  from  the  moun- 
tains e^istwaiil  stings  like  a  hornet  as  you  enter  it;  so  that, 
if  this  were  not  sport,  it  would  be  disagreeable  ;  but  I  have 
often,  when  ten  to  twelve  years  old,  carried  the  in-shore  staff 
while  my  father  took  the  deeper  track,  which  immersed  him 
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up  t<;)  liis  neck  ;  we  dipping  together  at  liis  wonl  of  command, 
and  tlien  gathering  up  our  net  and  earrving  out  therein,  from 
no  tisli  at  all  np  to  six  or  eight  I  have  known  a  dozen  taken 
at  one  liaiil ;  but  this  was  most  exti-aordinary. 

In  Summer,  we  sometimes  caught  a  fine  pike  or  eel  with 
hook  anil  line  in  the  hasin  beneath  the  fifty-fcjot  cataract  by 
which  the  blended  creek.s  tumble  into  the  Bay  ;  but  hsliing 
here  was  too  alow  for  any  s]K)rtsman  less  pei-sistent  than  I 
then  was.  I  have  sat  here  alone  in  the  dense  darkness  of  a 
wooded  abyss,  where  the  fall  drowned  all  sounds  but  its  ow  n, 
from  8  to  11  p.  m.,  without  bein^  T)lest  -with  a  liite,  and 
tlien  felt  my  way  up  through  the  Eg^  ptian  darkness  of  the 
forest  hillside  to  the  road,  and  so  home,  pondering  on  the 
fickleness  of  fortune  ;  yet  eager  to  try  again  wheuever  oppor- 
tunity sliould  favor.  I  always  had  my  week's  work  allotted 
me  when  T  could,  and  generally  succeetled  in  redeeming  at 
least  the  Saturday  afternoon  for  my  favorite  pastime.  And  I 
wish  here  to  bear  my  testimony  against  a  current  theory  which " 
f  ■  imports  that  boys  are  naturally  lazy,    ^fy  experience  contra- 

dicts it.  My  schoolmates  and  neighbors,  who  had  a  great 
deal  more  leiBnie  than  were  frequent  visitors  to  the  field 
wherein  I  was  working  out  my  "  stint,"  and  very  laieLy  hesi- 
tiited  to  turn  in,  with  hearty  good-wiU,  and  help  me  ont^  so 
that  I  might  devote  the  lest  of  the  day  to  fishing,  ball,  or 
other  sport  with  them.  A  lazy  man,  in  my  view,  is  ahraya 
the  pitiable  victim  of  miseducation.  Each  human  being, 
properly  tmiiied,  works  as  freely  and  natoially  as  he  eata ; 
only  the  victims  of  parental  neglect  or  misguidance  hate  work, 
and  prefer  hnnger  and  lags  with  idleness,  to  thrift  von  hj 
indnstiy  and  patient  effint 

There  came  a  day,  early  in  June,  1824^  when  I  had  lan- 
somed  from  toil  the  afternoon  fbr  perch-fishing  in  "  Inman 
Pond,"  a  lovely  iam,  lying  lonely  among  wooded  hills  in 
HEurhaven,  some  two  miles  east  of  our  home.  I  was  nnde- 
niably  ill,  in  the  forenoon,  so  that  I  was  twice  compelled  to 
desist  from  labor  and  lie  down ;  hence,  my  mother  judiciously 
niged  ma  to  let  the  fish  alone  for  that  day,  and  care  for  my 


Digitized  by  Google 


PLAY-DAYS.  117 

heaKh.  I  bad  not  fished  for  mcmtlis,  however ;  the  daj  was 
l^orioas ;  I  set  off  for  the  pond  a  lif^  after  noon,  and  was 
dropping  the  perch  a  line  within  the  hour.  Bat  my  head 
eoon  grew  heavy;  there  was  a  straiige  ache  in  my  eveiy 

bone ;  the  breeze  that  sped  gently  across  the  pond,  though 
really  warm  and  bland,  seemed  to  chill  me  as  never  befora 
I  M-as  soon  compelled  to  put  aside  my  pole,  and  lie  down, 
shivering,  on  the  bare  rock  which  here  fomud  the  slutre; 
thus  passing  two  hours  in  a  semi-conscious  stiite  of  mingled 
delirium  and  suftl*riM;_^.  AVhen  tlie  lit  of  ajjfiie  passed  off,  I 
rose  and  started  honiewanl,  but  was  constrained  to  stop  at 
the  first  house,  hall"  a  uiile  from  home,  where  I  passed  the 
iiii:lit  I  had  seen  fever  and  ague  before,  but  never  felt  it ; 
and  I  made  haste  to  terminate  the  nnpleasant  acquaintance. 

.TaduMiiu'  solely  from  mv  own  experience,  I  believe  he  wlio 
will  In-ijin  witli  an  emetic  directly  after  his  first  fit,  and  fol- 
L.>w  tliis  witli  lieavy  and  fre<|U(mt  do^^es  of  Poruvian  Rirk  (T 
di-tnist  Quinine,  as  less  natural  and  moiv  periluUis),  taking 
care  to  eat  a  erv  little,  and  that  of  the  simjilest  vegetable  food, 
and  do  absolutely  no  work  at  all,  may  i)reuk  the  fits  direetly, 
and  return  to  work  quite  well  after  a  fortnight.  He  who 
nejile(  ts  or  trifles  with  this  scourge  may  lose  a  Rnnnuer  by 
it,  and  never  again  be  restored  to  his  pristine  health  and 
\Tgor.  ' 

Ball  was  a  common  diversion  in  Vermont  while  I  lived  there  ; 
yet  I  never  became  a  proficient  at  it,  prolmhly  for  want  of 
time  and  practice.  To  cntch  a  llyinc^  hall,  prt)pelled  by  a 
muscular  arm  straight  at  my  nose,  and  coming  on  so  swiftly 
that  I  could  scarcely  see  it,  was  a  feat  requiring  a  celerity  of 
action,  an  electric  sympathy  of  eye  and  brain  and  hand,  which 
my  few  and  far-between  hours  snatched  from  labor  for  recre- 
ation did  not  suffice  to  acquire.  Call  it  a  knack,  it  y  ni  will ; 
it  was  quite  beyond  my  powers  of  acqoisilion.  "  Practice 
makes  perfect."  I  certainly  needed  the  practice,  though  I 
am  not  sure  that  any  amount  of  it  would  have  made  me  a 
perfect  baU-player. 

I  like  popular  amuaements,  especiaUy  those  which  devebp 
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and  sixengthen  the  miuclw ;  but  I  th  not  like  the  modem 
matofatt  made  up  between  clubs  located  hundreds  of  nuLes 
apart.  Aeoocdiag  to  my  notion,  the  prize  should  be  awaided 
in  these  matchen  to  the  aide  which  makes  the  shorter  aooia 
In  awaxding  the  palm  &r  such  a  contest^  count  my  Tote  al- 
ways for  the  beaten  parly.  They  doubtleBs  mind  their  proper 
buainess  better,  and  perform  their  duties  as  fathers^  husbanda, 
sons,  clerks^  jouxneymen,  i^prentioas,  mora  thorovigUy 
than  do  the  victaiB.  It  is  an  honor  not  to  beat^  but  to  be 
beaten,  in  a  match  of  this  sort 

I  wish  it  were  practicable  to  win  our  oountiymen  to  a 
wiser  and  more  equable  fiame  of  mind  raspecting  xecieationa. 
Many  sourly  contemn  and  rqject  them  altogether;  and  I 
tiiink  this  was  a  prevalent  mistake  of  our  better  doss,  up  to 
a  late  period.  Now,  the  excess  seems  to  be  of  a|i  opposite 
character.  Too  many  make  play  a  business,  when  it  should 
be  only  a  diversion  ftom  business.  The  youth,  who  has 
given  his  minority  to  study  and  play  alternately,  with  no 
experience  of  work,  is  dephnib^  £11  fitted  to  grapple  with  the 
stem  realities  of  responsible  life.  -  His  musdes  need  harden- 
ing ;  his  sinews  have  not  been  disciplined  to  the  work,  that 
soIicitB  them.  between  a  youth  all  work  and  one  all 
play,  though  neither  is  commendable,  the  former  is  pref-^ 
erable. 

I  never  saw  a  game  of  Billiards  i)layed,  and  know  nothing 
of  liowling  ;  yet  1  judf^e  lliis  latter  a  capital  In-door  exercise 
for  persons  of  sedentary  pursuits  und  luibits.  ThestJ  I  would 
advise  to  shun  sueli  ^'anies  as  Cliess,  Cards,  Checkers,  lUek- 
gaiauion,  iSlic.,  because  of  theii'  ineviuible  tendency  to  iniimLT 
digestion  and  incite  headache.  If  pluyed  ut  all,  they  should 
he  played  by  men  who  j^ive  their  days  to  lauscular,  out- 
door exertion,  and  at  nij^dit  feel  too  tirevl  to  study. 

I  tried  fiskiag  u<jfain,  alter  h^-uv^  wv.ducd  of  it  throughont 
my  appi-euticeship,  wliile  stoj)})iiig  wiili  my  father  at  the 
"West,  and  had  some  little  suecess  in  the  cre(;ks  adia(;ent  to 
his  new  home  ;  but  I  was  no  lon;^'er  fascinated  by  the  sport, 

while  the  proceeds  were  of  slender  bulk  and  value.  The 
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■faMms  were  faSL  of  trees  and  roots,  wHlo  oveigniwu  \fj  a 
tangle  of  limbs  and  bushes ;  tbe  sawdust  gradually  repeUed 
or  killed  the  trout ;  the  buaiiieBB  involved  more  plague  than 
pnifik  of  any  kind ;  and  I  soon  deaortod  it.  I  had  beoomOf  in 
mj  poor  way,  a  fisher  of  n. 

I  proleet  against  making  a  business  of  pSaj;  The  Yankees 
axe  prone  to  "  run  the  thing  into  the  ground,"  be  it  what  it 
naj.  We  work  immoderately,  and  play  ditto.  I  have  seen 
TSiy  Um  holidays  during  my  thirly-six  years'  sojourn  in  New 
Toric;  and  soch  is  tiie  experience  of  a  Jazge  class ;  while 
otheis  have  too  many  play-days,  —  Hir  too  many.  We  must 
somehow  strike  a  general  average^  for  mutual  ben^t  and  the 
promotion  of  public  health. 

I  have  often  cooled  my  imoginAtinf^^  amid  l^e  fervid  and 
sweltering  heats  of  a  summer  of  constant  work  in  the  eil^; 
with  a  dream  of  spending  a  week  amid  the  lakes  and  moun- 
tain%  under  the  dense  forest-shades  of  "John  Brown's  Tract," 
as  ire  term  the  great  northern  wilderness  wherein  the  Hud> 
son,  Mohawk,  Au- Sable,  Kacket,  Black,  and  other  rivers  of 
the  eastern  half  of  our  State,  have  their  sources ;  and,  though 
I  never  found  time  to  set  foot  therein,  I  have  hardly  yet 
xelinquished  the  hope  that  I  may  do  so.  I  was  ever  the 
sealous  advocate  of  all  works  of  internal  improvement^  so 
called,  save  those  whicli  aim  at  the  heart  of  that  wildeniesi^ 
threatening  to  hunt  the  deer  from  their  last  refuge  on  our 
soil,  and  denude  of  their  forcst-(M)vering  the  springs  which 
feed  our  most  useful  and  valued  streams.  'Strip  "John 
Brown's  Tract  of  ite  timber,  and  the  Hudson  will,  from  June 
to  Octol)er,  cease  to  be  navigable  by  floating  palaces  to  JSl- 
bany ;  while  desolating  floods,  e<«pecla11y  in  Spring*  will  do 
i^Tixmaa  damage  ^m  Utica  duwn  to  Castleton. 

I  presxmie,  if  I  were  ever  to  have  the  week  I  oovet,  I  should 
find  it  insufferaldy  tedious,  —  the  mosquitoes  biting  supnbly ; 
the  trout  shyly,  or  not  at  all,  —  and  should  long  for  a  return 
to  civilization,  with  its  hourly  toils  and  struggles,  its  thronged 
pavmnents,  and  its  damp  newspapers  with  breakfast  Still, 
I  should  like  to  tiy  the  experiment;  and  I  hope  our  children 
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will  see,  though  I  slmll  not^  the  greater  portion  of  Pike  and  * 
Monroe  CountieSf  with  oth^  sterile  mountain  districts  of 
eastern  FennBylvania,  oonrated  into  spacious  deer-parks  of 
fifty  to  five  hundred  square  miles  each,  enclosed  by  massive 
stoiie  trails,  intersected  by  belts  of  grass  traversing  each  tii^ 
valley  (so  as  Speedily  to  stop  the  running  of  any  fires  that 
might  chance  to  be  started),  planted  with  the  best  timber, 
and  held  by  laige  companies  of  shaieholderB  for  sportiqgr 
under  proper  r^guJatioDS.  These  lands  are  not  now  worth  five 
dollars  per  acre  ip,  the  ayerage;  but  the  timber  on  them 
would  soon  be  cheap  at  one  hundred  doUara  per  acrsy  if  this 
plan  were  adopted.  They  are  ftill  of  petty  lakes,  and  of 
spring-fed,  swiftly  running  streams,  which  would  soon  abound 
with  the  finest  trout  if  they  were  simply  let  alone ;  with 
proper  axiangements  for  breeding  and  feeding,  they  "would 
produee  more  of  this  delicate  fish  than  New  Toric  and  ^iila- 
delphia  ever  yet  aaw..  A  centuiy  hence,  were  those  bleak 
mountains  thus  dealt  with,  they  would  be  covered,  as  of  old, 
with  a  magnifioent  fbres^  containing  more  aerviceable  pine 
tiian  is  now  standing  in  all  our  States  east  of  the  Potomao 
and  Lake  Brie,  and  then  worth  at  least  five  hundred  doUazs 
per  acie. 

Yet  the  ftot  remains,  that  we  do  not  enjoy  our  holidays,  — 
do  not  know  how  to  play  judiciously  and  in  moderation. 
Though  often  invited,  I  never  yet  went  on  a  raOroad  excur- 
sion that  was  to  outlast  the  day  of  starting ;  knowing  by  in- 
stinct that  it  would  prove  a  failure  so  &r  as  enjoyment  was 
concerned.  And  my  recollection  of  steamboat  excursions, 
however  brief,  is,  tluit  they  were  generally  bores.  I  recollect 
that,  uiit'  Fourth  of  July,  long  ago,  an  excursion  to  Sandy 
Hook  was  advcrtisrd  tliat  seemed  specially  inviting ;  so  I 
oveiTiiled  my  distrust,  and  went.  At  11  a,  m.,  we  pusseii- 
gerii,  some  hundnnls  in  miinl)er,  were  debarked,  by  small 
boats,  on  the  back  side  of  the  island,  which  \ve  found  a  saiul- 
hcap,  thinly  bristled  with  bushes,  —  its  solitary  (Inn  elling 
iiiluiUited  by  the  keeper  of  the  light-house,  whose  limited 
stock  of  br^^ad  and  bacon  scaixiely  afforded  us  a  faii*  mouthful 
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each.  Our  steaoiboet  bad  gone  Inck  to  fbe  dty  for  a  seoond 
kad ;  80  W6  bftUied,  and  ]d]lad  time  as  wdl  as  we  ooa]d»  until 
she  xetnnied, — nmiiiDg  aground  as  she  attempted  to  near 
tiie  dioKa  We  got  aboard,  andmited  dreaiy  boms — bun* 
giy,  dowded,  and  sullen — for  the  tide  to  tiae  and  float  ns 
off;  being  tATitali»fld  tbroogboat  the  evening  by  the  sbootil^ 
up  of  abundant  lookets  over  the  city,  barely  within  our  laqge 
of  visiion.  At  length,  we  partly  floated,  partly  pulled  off; 
and,  at  midnight,  we  were  landed  at  the  Batteiy, — as  thor- 
oughly wearied  and  disgusted  a  lot  of  disappointed  pleasore- 
seeken  as  ever  crept  silently  to  their  homes.  I  have  never 
sinoe  hankered  after  a  seaward  excmaion. 


We  liave  teachers  of  every  art,  science,  and  ology ;  why  not 

a  teaclier  of  the  art  of  enjoying  leisure,  —  of  making  play  a 
little  less  wearisome  than  work  ?  Take  excursions  to  iUus- 
trate  my  idea.  Why  should  not  any  person  above  ten  vears 
old  k7K>\\'  better  than  to  emliark  on  a  erowded  vessel  or  Liuiu 
with  some  hundreds  of  otlicrs,  mainly  total  stmngers,  expect- 
ing to  enjoy  in  their  company  a  trip  of  several  days?  But 
if,  instead  of  this,  a  small  party  of  intimate,  devoted  friends, 
of  reasouahly  accordant  tastes,  education,  and  habits,  Mere  to 
charter  a  little  steamboat,  or  a  traiu,  or  a  dozen  wagons, 
and  so  l>etake  themselves  to  some  quiet  lUMjk  where  they 
would  be  safe  from  intrusion  or  piyini^  cnriosity,  —  say  au 
islet  off  the  coast  or  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  a  lake-side  in  our 
Northern  wilderness,  a  clubter  of  dtiiserted  sliin^le-miikers* 
huts  on  tlie  mountains  of  Ea^^tern  Pennsvlvauia,  where  fish 
or  ^^anje  was  piticuralile,  and  cool  breezes  in  Midsummer 
miu'ht  be  confidently  expected,  —  they  surely  might  expect  to 
Hbdeera  a  full  week  from  care  and  trouble,  and  return  to  their 
homeii  more  vigorous,  more  healthfid,  more  at  ]>e.ace  with 
themselves  and  with  others,  —  cured  of  these  interminable 
headaches,  and  sound  in  body  and  soul.  Who  mhII  teach  US 
incessant  workexs  how  to  achieve  leisure  and  etyoy  it  ? 
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MR  VAN  BUBEN  was  imraganted  Pnadent  on  tha 
4lih  of  Hitfcb,  1837;  when  €}eneral  Jaokwm  retired  to 
his  Hermitage,  congratulating  himself  that  he  left  the  Ameri- 
caa  people  prosperous  and  happy.  Never  was  man  more 
mktaken.  He  had  just  before  pointed  to  the  immense  sales 
of  public  lands,  in  1835-30,  a^j  proof  of  increiised  and  general 
addiction  to  agriculture,  when,  in  fad  ,  it  proved  only  a  i)leth- 
ora  of  currency,  and  a  conse»]^ueut  iagli-iide  of  speculation. 
At  length,  convinced  that  something  waa  wrong,  tho  General 
atteni})tA3d  t  i  dam  the  Hood  by  a  "specie  circular,"  prescribing 
that  only  com  should  thencefortli  be  received  in  pavment  for 
public  lands.  This  device  precipitated  the  cntastrftpln  n  wa.s 
intended  t<:)  avert.  The  harvest  of  IHI^*-  liuil  l  -  ii  l;*  nciallv 
bad,  wliile  our  import^itions  had  been  quite  huge  ;  we  were 
compelled  to  im}>ort  grain,  while  heavily  in  debt  to  Eurojie 
for  goods  ;  thus  our  banks  were  dranied  of  specie  hoth  wnvs, 
—  to  ])ay  for  lands  in  the  West  and  South,  and  for  gram  and 
goods  daily  j^ouring  in  from  the  Old  World.  They  htdd  out 
80  long  m  they  could,  and  then  gave  way,  —  those  of  our  city 
suspending  specie  payment  on  the  lUth  of  May,  and  all  others 
directly  afterward,  save  that  some  of  those  located  in  the 
eoutliwest  had  done  so  some  days  before.  Samuel  Swartwout, 
Collector  of  Customs  at  this  port,  at  first  proclaimed  that  he 
would  continue  to  receive  bank-notes  for  duties,  notwith- 
standing the  suspension  (which  was  promptly  legalized  by 
our  Jackson  legislature);  but  he  was  soon  overruled  from 
Washington;  and  the  dutiies  on  imforto — indeed*  the  enfcixe 
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fedml  revenue — were  thenceforth  collected  and  kept  in 
coin  alone.  Tlie  revenues  of  all  the  States,  however,  were 
still  collected,  Icept,  and  paid  out  in  bank-note^  which  coor 
tinued  to  be  the  currency  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  promptly  called  tlie  new  Congress  to  meet 
in  extraordinary  session  on  the  first  Monday  in  September, 
when  he  addressed  to  it  a  Message  which  laid  the  blame  of 
suspension  on  the  banks,  which  were  accused  of  o\  er-is8uing 
and  over-lending;  and  he  thereupon  insisted  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  divorce  itself  £iom  all  connection  with  banks, 
and  should  thenceforth  collect,  keep,  and  pay  out  its  revenues 
in  coin  only,  tlirougli  the  agency  of  special  depositories,  form- 
ing what  lie  termed  the  Independent  Treasury.  Au  able, 
earnest,  searcliing  debate  in  tlie  House  was  elicit<Hl  by  this 
proposition,  wliich  was  terminated  l)y  a  motion  of  Hon.  John 
C.  Clark,  of  this  Stat<^,  that  tlie  bill  j)roviding  for  the  Tnde- 
P<  tj  lent  Treasury  (so  called)  do  lie  on  the  talde  ;  which  was 
oirried  in  a  full  House  by  a  small  majority.  Mr.  Clark  had 
been  a  Jackson-Yan  Ihiren  Democrat,  but  was  henceforth 
accounted  a  "  Conservative,"  and  acted  openly  \vith  tlu?  Whigs, 
as  did  Hon.  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge,  one  of  our  United  States 
Senators,  and  many  other  leading  men  hitherto  Democrats. 
The  Independent  Treasury,  thus  condemned  by  tbn  House, 
remaindd  in  force,  by  the  President's  dixectiou,  until  it  wa| 
faiftily  fff^ftf*^  in  the  Summer  of  1840. 


The  commercial  revulsion,  which  was  rather  apprehended 
than  fully  experienced  in  1834,  was  abundantly  realized  ia 
1837.  Manufactories  were  stopped,  and  their  "  hands  "  thrown 
out  of  work.  Trarle  was  almost  stiignant.  Bankruptcies 
among  men  of  business  were  rather  the  nde  than  the  excep- 
tion. Pix)perty  was  sacrificed  at  auction  —  often  at  sheriff's 
or  assignee's  sale  —  for  a  fr.iction  of  its  value  ;  and  thousands, 
who  had  fondly  dreamed  themselves  millionnaiR's,  or  on  the 
point  of  becouiing  such,  awoke  to  the  fact  tliat  tlicy  were 
bankrupt   The  banks  were^  of  course,  iu  trouble. — those 
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which  had  heen  Goverament  depositories,  or  "pets,"  rather 
deeper  than  the  rest  Looking  at  the  matter  from  their  point 
of  vieWi  they  had  been  first  seduced  into  a  qnestioiiable  paih* 
and  were  now  reviled  and  assailed  for  yielding  to  their  seducers, 
Soon  were  heard  the  rumblings  of  a  political  earthquaka 
Scarcely  a  State  elected  Members  of  Congress  or  a  Governor 
in  1837,  after  the  Suspension  of  Specie  Payments ;  but  the 
legislative  and  local  elections  of  Autumn  sufficiently  indi- 
cated the  popular  revulsicn.  When  New  York  came  to  vote^ 
10  November,  the  gale  had  stiffened  into  a  tomada  The 
Whigs  earned  New  York  City, — which  titoy  bad  never  done 
•befoie, — with  Westoliester,  Omige«  Datcbeas,  Oreeuep  Qneida» 
Onondaga,  and  other  counties  hitherto  overwhelmlTigly  Bemo- 
cnitic,  giving  them  six  of  the  eight  Senate  districts,  including 
the  First  and  Second.  Herkimer,  Jefferson,  St  Lawrence^  Suf- 
folk, and  a  few  smaller  counties,  were  all  that  dung  to  the 
waning  fortunes  of  Van  Buren, — the  Whigs  cboositig  100 
out  off  the  128  Members  of  Assembly.  The  Senate,  being 
chosen  but  one  fourth  annually,  remained  stioi^ly  Democratioi 


I  had  been  active,  as  usual,  in  the  canvass,  but  not  con- 
spicuously 80, — my  personal  embanassments  constraining' 
me  not  to  be.  I  had  been  privately  tendered  a  place  on  the 
City  Assembly  ticket,  but  felt  obliged  to  decline  it  Outside 
of  tiie  city,  I  had  no  political,  and  little  personal,  acquaintance 
in  the  State ;  having  never  yet  attended  a  State  Convention. 
I  was  somewhat  surprised,  therefore,  at  a  visit,  in  my  nide 
editorial  attic,  a  few  days  alter  the  extent  of  our  victory  was 
ascertained,  &om  a  stranger,  who  introduced  himself  as  Mr. 
Thurlow  Weed,  editor  of  The  Albany  Evening  Journal,  who, 
with  Mr.  Lewis  Benedict,  also  of  Albany,  was  stopping  at  the 
City  Hotel,  and  wished  to  confer  with  me  at  their  lodgings. 

I  accompanied  Mr.  Weed  to  liis  hotel,  where  the  business 
which  luid  broui^lit  the  friends  to  New  York  was  unfolded. 
Decided  as  had  been  our  triunii)h  in  the  State,  it  liad  been 
won  on  a  moderate  vote,  and  (^uite  as  much  by  the  failure  of 
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Democrats  to  exercise  their  right  (^f  sufTi-age  a.s  l>y  their  volLng 
the  Whig  ticket.  The  next  election  would  naturally  bring 
many  of  these  stay-at-homes  to  the  polls,  and  —  there  being  a 
Governor  and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  be  then  chosen, 
with  a  United  States  Senator  in  prospect  —  would  inevitably 
dzaw  oat  a  hea\y  vota  To  maintain  and  confirm  the  Whig 
■acendency,  it  had  been  resolved  to  publish,  throughout  1838, 
a  cheap  weekly  journal,  to  be  called  The  Jefiezsouian,  uliieh 
I  had  been  pitched  upon  as  the  proper  pewon  to  edit.  I 
believe  Mr.  Weed  first  designated  me  for  the  poet;,  though  he 
knew  nothing  of  me  except  by  reading  my  paper,  Tlie  Nev^- 
Yorker ;  for  though  I  had'  written  for  several  Whig  dailies, 
^  ijily  of  the  ephemeral  type>  I  had  done  so  anony-nMusly. 
Xbe  Jeffersonlan  was  to  be  a  small  oetavo,  issued  weekly  for 
a  year>  and  yirtually  given  away  for  the  nominal  price  of  fifty 
cents  per  annum,  —  the  expense  of  its  issue  being  made  up 
by  voluntary  contributions  ^m  wealthy  or  spirited  WhigSw 
I  was  offend  $1,000  to  serve  as  editor,  and  concluded  to 
accept  tt^  thoogb  this  would  oblige  me  to  spend  a  good  part 
of  my  time — in  Summer,  half  of  each  week;  in  Winter,  neady 
the  whole — in  Albany. 

About  two  months  thereafter,  having  put  n^  affiurs  into 
aa  good  a  shape  as  possLble»  I  took  stage  in  Cortlandt  Street, 
cne  cold  Winter  morning,  and  had  a  sleigh^iide  thence  up  the 
-west  aide  of  the  Hudson  to  Albany,  where  I  arrived  in  the 
afternoon  of  tiie  third  day.  My  No.  1  appeared  in  due  tlmg 
thereafter;  but,  as  my  small  paper  did  not  require  all  my 
time,  I  made  condensed  reports  of  the  Assembly  debates  for 
Tbe  Evening  Journal,  and  wrote  some  articles  for  its  editorial 
eolumns. 

The  new  era  in  poliiice  bad  called  many  of  our  foremost 
men  to  Albany.  The  courtly  and  gracioua  Luliier  Bradish 
was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly.  Our  city  was  represented 
tiimin  by  several  notables, — among  them  David  R  Ogden, 
WmiB  "Bj^  Samuel  B.  Buggies,  and  Adonir&m  Chandler. 
We  had  chosen  as  Senator  Qulian  C.  Yerplanck,  whom  we 
vainly  tried  to  make  Mayor  in  1834   From  Albany,  Daniel 
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D.  Barnard ;  from  Troy,  Day  O.  Kellogg ;  from  Oneida,  For- 
lone  C.  Wliite ;  iroTn  Dnondaqa,  James  K,  Liwrum-e,  Mctoiy 
Birdseye,  and  Azariali  Smith  ;  from  liudiester,  D^.rick  Sibley; 
from  Livingston,  George  W.  Patterson,  —  were  Whig  Menibers 
of  A.ssemhly.  On  tlie  other  side  stood  Abijah  Mann,  f  t"  Her- 
kimer, Piston  King,  of  St.  T^iwrence,  and  Richard  Ihilbert, 
of  Jefferson,  with  several  others  of  decided  ability  and  clever- 
ness in  x>arliamentary  warfare.  The  Free  Ranking  System  — 
for  wliich  onr  State  is  specially  indebted  to  "Willis  Hall  — 
was  developed  and  established  that  Winter,  —  a  great  and 
ndmiral)le  improvement  on  the  corrupting  ]>olitical  monopolv 
it  supei-seded.  Our  l)anks  were  again  allowed  to  issue  small 
bills,  which  the  last  preceding  T/^gislatiire  had  forbidden. 
The  partisan  device  wherel)y  County  Judges  (there  were  then 
several  in  ea(di  coimty)  were  interj)olated  into  the  County 
Boards  oi  Supervisors  for  the  purpose  of  making  certain  county 
appointments,  was  knocked  on  the  head.  In  short,  I  believe 
our  State  has,  since  1824,  had  no  other  Legislature  so  able, 
nor  one  that  did  so  much  good  and  so  little  hanu,  as  that 
of  1838. 


The  Jeffersonian  was  a  campaign  paper,  bat  after  a  fashion 
of  its  own.  It  caieftilly  <  ] ^^wed  abuse,  scurrility,  and  rail- 
ing aiocnsatioiiB.  Its  editorials  were  few,  biie^  and  related  to 
the  topics  of  the  daj,— larelj'eviiioiiig  partisanship,  never 
ibittemesa  Its  pages  were  mainly  devoted  to  the  ablest  and 
calmest  speeches  made  in  Congress, — generally  to  those 
which  opposed  the  Independent  (or  Snb-)  Treasuxy  scheme 
and  its  adjtmcts,  though  other  able  essays  also  found  place  in 
it  In  short,  it  aimed  to  convince  and  win  by  candor  and 
moderation,  latiier  than  overbear  by  passion  aiui  vehemence. 
Its  euronlation  was,  throughout^  aboat  15,000  copies;  and» 
being  mainly  read  by  those  who  took  no  other  paper,  I  think 
it  did  good.  Had  it  been  oonducted  on  the  high-pressors 
pgrindple,  it  would  probably  have  had  a  lai^  circulation,  and 
perhaps  done  no  good  at  alL  I  think  its  efficiency  was  some- 
what evidenced  by  the  foct  thst^  while  the  Whigs  were  beaten 
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that  Fall  in  Maine,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  Ohio  (which  they 
hiul  carrif'd  two  ye^  before),  and  in  nearly  or  quite  every 
State  %\  st^\ani  of  Ohio,  they  were  successful  in  the  later 
election  in  New  York,  as  the  result  uf  a  desperate  st.mf^le, 
and  on  an  average  vote  largely  l>eyond  precedent, —  Willii^m 
H.  Sewaad  ousting  William  L  Marcy  from  the  Grovemor's 
chair,  and  Luther  BnidLsh  succ:eeding  John  Tracy  as  Lieu- 
t^^'iiant-Govemor,  —  each  by  more  than  10,000  niainrity.  Wo 
caiTied  also  the  Assembly  (though  Ity  no  such  majui  iiy  as  the 
year  before),  and  gained  somewhat  in  the  Senate  ;  but  that 
bmnch  was  still  adverse  us,  owing  to  the  dead  ueiglit  accu- 
nnilat^'d  in  former  years:  so  Governor  Seward's  nominations 
were  all  laid  on  the  table,  and  our  attempt  to  reelect  lion. 
N.  P.  Tallmadge  United  States  Senator  Avas  likewise  defeated, 
—  the  law  requiring  each  House  to  nominate  a  Senator,  meet 
to  compare  nommauons,  and,  in  case  of  tlieir  disagreement, 
proceed  to  elect  in  joint  bfdlot;  but  the  Democratic  Senators 
evaded  its  requirement  by  each  voting  for  a  separate  candi- 
date :  so  that  the  Senatf3  made  no  nommaiiou,  and  couid  not 
be  compelled  to  go  into  joint  ballot. 

Considerable  excitement  was  caused  by  tliis  evasion  of  a 
strictly  ])rescribed  duty  ;  and  the  Whigs,  by  de8i>erate  exer- 
tions, <  airied  the  State  again  in  tlic  ensuing  election  (Novem- 
])er,  18;)*.)),  though  this  city,  which  for  two  years  had  gone 
with  them,  now  went  against  tlicm.  TIier»i  were  three  Senei- 
tors  to  be  cliosen  this  year  in  the  Third  (Albany  and  Dela-  , 
ware)  District;  and  tlie  Whigs  just  carried  tliem  all,  —  one  of 
them  (General  Emstus  Root)  by  barely  om  majority.  They 
had  never  triuinjdied  in  tliis  <H strict  before  ;  and  I  think  they 
never  can-ied  it  again  unless  tlieir  udsersaries  were  divided. 
And  now,  when  tlie  new  Legislature  met  (January,  1840),  we 
had,  along  with  the  (Jo^■ernor  and  Assembly,  a  clear  majority 
(20  to  12)  in  the  Senate,  and  a  new  c}iai)ter  w;us  to  be  opened. 

T  was  writing  at  a  reporter's  desk  in  the  Senate,  when,  very 
soon  after  its  tii-st  sitting  had  begun,  some  Whig  rose  and 
moved  that  so  and  so  (the  Democratic  incumbents)  be  re- 
moved from  the  posts  of  secretary,  seigeant-at-anns,  &c.,  and 
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tliat  so  aii  I  -^o  [uouimecs  of  a  Wliig  caucus,  held  the  night 
iMifurc]  be  tij<|K)inted  in  their  stead-  At  once,  up  rose  the 
venerable  but  vi^Mious  CoLmel  Samuel  Young,  of  .Saratoga, 
and  ftir  nearly  an  Imur  poiuud  hot  shot  into  the  proposition, 
descauling  on  blctidiug  coustitutions,  oiiti-.iu'i'd  lii>erlies,  vio- 
lated rights,  &€.,  &c.  AVhen  he  had  Muvvu  out,  Tiicle  Harry 
Livingston,  of  Dutchess,  —  a  liumyious  old  Whig,  ^vh<),  in  the 
general  overturn  of  18o7,  had  blundered  into  the  Senate  from 
the  Second  District,  to  tlie  amazement  of  liinistdf  and  ol"  every- 
body else,  —  spraiij;  to  liis  ieet.  As  we  all  knew  that  he 
could  not  make  a  si)eech, — in  fact,  liad  scamely,  till  now, 
attempt+^'d  it,  —  curiosity  was  on  tiptoe  to  catch  ]iis  iirst  sen- 
tence; hnt  his  conscinusiness  that  he  had  sonietliinu:  ;f^ood  to 
say  for  a  moment  choked  his  j>owers  of  uttemnce.  "  Mr.  Presi- 
dent"  (che-hee-hee),  —  "Mr.  Piesident,"  he  at  lenL^th  managed 
to  say,  "T  take  it  that  this  is  one  of  tliose  questions  that  are 
settled  by  the  rule  of  fightccn  to  fovrtidi/  [Throughout  the 
preceding  session,  every  attempt  to  confirm  one  of  Governor 
Seward's  nominees  resulted  in  this  entay  in  the  journal ;  "Laid 
on  the  table,  — 18  to  14."]  The  hit  was  decided;  the  spec- 
tators roared;  the  Senator  from  the  Fourth  was  shut  up;  and 
the  Seitate  proceeded  to  appoint  the  Whig  nominees  without 
further  opposition  or  demur.  Mr.  Tallmadge  was  soon  re- 
elected to  the  Senate,  and  everything  put  in  Older  for  the 
decaaiye  straflsle  of  this  eventful  1840* 
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NEW  YORK,  which  gave  Mr.  Van  Buren  the  largest  ma^ 
jority  of  any  State  in  1836,  had  been  held  against  him 
throughout  his  adruiuistration,  though  she  was  his  own  Stato^ 
und  he  hud  tlierein  a  powerful  body  of  devoted,  personal 
tidherents,  led  i)y  such  men  of  eminent  ability  as  Silas  Wiight^ 
William  L.  Marcy,  and  E(h\'in  CroswelL  She  had  been  so 
held  liy  the  talent,  exertion,  and  vigilance  of  men  equally 
able  and  deterniinod,  among  whom  Thm:low  Weed,  William 
II.  Seward  (now  Governor),  John  C.  Spencer,  and  Willis  Hall 
were  conspicuous.  But  our  majority  of  15,000  in  '37  had 
fallen  to  10,000  in  '38,  and  to  r),0(iO  in  '30,  despite  our  best 
elTortvS ;  Ck>vemor  Sewanl's  school  recommendations  and  dis- 
pensation of  State  patronage  had  made  him  many  enemies; 
and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  counted,  with  reason,  on 
canying  the  SUite  for  his  reelection,  and  rigainst  that  of 
Governor  Seward,  in  the  impending  stmggle  of  1810.  Penn- 
sylvania, Oliio,  Tennessee,  and  all  the  Northwest,  had  been 
carried  against  the  Wliigs  in  the  most  nn-oDf  pDutests  ;  ATr. 
Van  Buren's  star  was  clearly  in  the  ascendant  at  tlie  South ^ 
while  New  luigland  and  New  Jersey  were  nicely  balanced, — 
IMassacljusetts,  ius  well  as  Maine  and  New  Harapahire,  having 
dio^ien  a  iJemoemtic  governor  (Marcus  Morton)  in  183'.).  Mr. 
%'an  Buren's  Administration,  though  at  first  condemned,  was 
now  sustained  V)y  a  popular  majority  :  New  York  alone  —  ius 
own  State  —  stood  forth  the  flagship  of  the  Opposition.  Both 
parties  were  silently  preparing  to  put  forth  their  very  best 

eSbxt»  in  the  l:^iesidential  contest  in  prospect;  but  fully  two 
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tliixds  of  fhe  Staftes,  dioOBiiig  aborat  tiiat  propoitioii  of  tlie 
docton,  were  now  ranged  on  the  Demoonitic  aide, — many  of 
fiiem  by  impregnable  nugorities^ — wlule  soarcely  cm  ^te 
was  tmqueationablj  Whig,  yitt.  Van  Boien,  wlien  firat  ovei^ 
vhehmed  by  the  popular  surge  that  followed  doae  npon  the 
collapse  of  the  Fbt  Bank  syatem,  had  calndy  and  with  diguity 
appealed  to  the  people's  "  sober  second  thoiight " ;  and  it  now 
aeemed  morally  eertsin  that  he  would  be  triumphantly  re- 
dacted. 

Sndi  were  Uie  am^piceB  under  which  the  first  Whig  Natunial 
Convention  (the  second  National  ConTention  ever  held  by 
any  paify, — that  held  in  1840  by  the  Democrats  at  Bsltimoie^ 
which  nominated  Van  Buren  and  Johnson^  having  been  the 

first)  assemhled  at  Harrishurg,  Pa.,  early  in  December,  1839. 
Of  its  doings  I  was  a  deeply  interested  observer.  The  States 
were  nearly  all  represented,  though  in  South  Carolina  there 
were  no  Wiigs  but  a  handful ;  even  the  name  was  unknown 

in  Teiint'ssee,  and  tlie  party  was  feeble  in  several  other  States. 
But  tlie  delegations  convened  included  niuny  names  widely 
and  favorably  known,  mcludin^^  two  ex-Govemoi-s  of  \'ir- 
ginia  (James  r>arl)our  and  Jolin  Tyler),  one  of  Kentucky 
(Tliomas  Mctcalf),  one  of  Ohio  (Joseph  Vance),  and  at  least 
one  from  several  other  States.  1  recollect  at  least  two  cx- 
Governors  of  Pennsylvania  (Jolin  Andrew  Sliultzeand  Joseph 
Ritner)  as  actively  counselUug  and  sympathizing  with  the 
delegates. 

The  sittincrs  of  the  Convention  were  protracted  through 
three  or  four  days,  during  which  several  ballots  for  President 
were  taken.  There  was  a  plurality,  though  not  a  majority,  in 
favor  of  nominating  Mr.  Clay;  but  it  was  in  good  part  com- 
pof?ed  of  delegates  from  States  which  co\dd  not  rationally  be 
expected  to  vote  for  any  Whig  candidate.  On  the  otlier  hand, 
the  delegates  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Indiana  said, 
"  We  can  carry  our  States  for  General  Harrison,  but  not  for 
Mr.  Clay."  New  York  and  New  Jersey  cast  tlu-ir  earlier 
votes  for  General  Scott,  but  stood  ready  to  unite  on  General 
Harrison  whenever  it  should  be  d«ar  that  he  could  be  nomi^ 
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nated  and  elected ;  and  they  ultimately  did  so.  The  delegates 
fh>m  Maine  and  MasaachiudttB  oontribated  powerfully  to 
eecQie  Qeneial  Hairison's  nltimato  nomination.  Each  delega- 
tion cast  its  vote  ihxongli  a  committee,  and  ihe  votes  vera 
added  up  by  a  genezal.  committee,  which  teported  no  names 
and  no  figures,  but  simply  that  no  choice  liad  been  effected ; 
nntil  at  length  the  Scott  votes  weze  all  cast  fbr  E[airi0on,  and 
Mb  nomination  thus  effected ;  when  the  result  was  proclaimed. 

Govemor  Seward,  who  was  in  Albany  (there  were  no  tele- 
graphs in  those  days),  and  Mr.  Weed,  who  was  present^  and 
vQiy  influential  in  producing  the  result^  wm  stron^y  blamed 
by  ti&e  ardent,  uneateulating  supporters  of  Mr.  day,  as  having 
cheated  him  out  of  the  nomination, — I  could  never  see  with 
what  rsason.  They  judged  that  he  could  not  be  chosen,  if 
nominated,  while  another  could  be,  and  acted  accordingly. 
If  politics  do  not  meditate  the  achievement  of  beneficent  ends 
through  the  choice  and  use  of  the  safest  and  most  effective 
means,  I  wholly  misapprehend  them. 

Mr.  John  Ijrler,  with  nearly  or  quite  all  his  fellow-dele- 
gates from  Yiiginia,  was  ibr  Clay  firsts  last,  and  all  the  time; 
fbr  him  whether  he  could  be  dected  or  not  When  it  was 
annoonoed  that  Mr.  day  was  defeated,  he  cfitd  (so  it  was 
reported) ;  and  that  report  (I  think)  gave  4xim  the  nomination 
for  Yice-Piesident  without  a  contest  It  was  an  attempt  of 
the  triumphant  HaniBonites  to  heal  the  wounds  of  Mr.  day's 
devoted  fidends.  Yet  the  nomination  was,  for  several  reasons, 
a  sferoog  one.  Mr.  Tyler,  though  a  Jadoson  man,  had  leoeived, 
in  1828,  the  votes  for  United  Stotes  Senator  of  the  Adams  men 
in  the  Yiiginia  Logialature,  and  been  thereby  elected  over 
John  Bandolph.  When  Jackson  removed  the  deposite  from 
the  United  Stotes  Bank,  he  united  with  the  Whigs  in  publicly 
oondenming  tiie  act;  and,  having  been  supersedftL  therefor, 
he  was  thereafter  regarded  as  a  Whig.  He  had  voted  alone 
in  the  Senato  of  1832-33  against  the  Force  bill,  which  pro- 
vided ibr  the  collection  of  the  Federal  revenue  in  South  Caro- 
lina  in  defiance  of  the  nuHiQring  ordinance  of  her  Convention. 
He  had  run  for  Yice-President  on  the  White  ticket  in  1836, 


122 


SEC0LLECT10N9  OF  A  BWST  UF& 


•ad  00  liad  Boqwed  a  hold  on  fiia  Souiteii  opponvits  of  Yia 
Bnien,  wbieh  soon  brongjifc  them  aU  beaitily  into  Uie  sappoil 
iiCthoHanialnii;^^  tidni  la  alKni,  the  Convanlm  nadfl  tl^ 
afcraiiigert  poanble  tickot^ao  fiff  as  moewivitt  iQigazded;  and 
the  DemoQtttta  in  attendance  all  felt^  though  they  did  nol 
oonfeBB  it  Byeqr  cne  who  liad  ejas  oonld  aee  that  they  do- 
aired  and  wnlced  for  the  nflmination  of  Ml  Clay.  One  of 
tiiem,  after  tiie  tiiolDet  was  made,  o£foied  ti^  bet  that  it  would 
not  Iw  elected;  bnt^  hia  oiSer  being  pnnnpUy  accepted,  and  be 
xequeeted  to  name  the  amoont^  he  hauled  oE  In  ahoii^  ira 
left  Hatiiabqig  with  that  confidenee  of  aiioce»  which  gpee  &r 
to  secnie  iti  own  jnatifksation ;  and  we  were  greeted  on  oar 
way  home  as  though  the  batde  were  alieady  won. 

But  it  WB8  well  ondeistood  tibat  the  struggle  would  be 
desperate,  especially  in  our  State,  and  preparations  were  soon 
in  progress  to  render  it  effective.  Our  adversaries  now  helped 
us  to  our  most  effective  weapons.  They  at  once  commenced 
assailing  General  Harrison  as  an  imbecile,  doUird,  grauuy, 
&c.,  who  h&d  seen  no  real  fiu'liUn^,  l)ut  had  aeliieved  a  <j;()od 
deal  of  tall  runnin<f  from  the  euemv ;  and  one  miliUa  general, 
Crary,  who  represented  Michisran  in  the  House,  having  made 
a  speech  in  this  vein,  i)ruvoked  a  response  from  Hon.  Tom 
Corwin  of  Ohio,  \ihioh  for  wit,  humur,  and  withering  yet 
good-natured  sarcasm  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  excelled.  The 
triumph  was  overwhelming;  and,  when  the  venerable  and 
gfrave  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  a  few  casual  remaiks  next 
moruiug,  spoke  carelessly  of  "  the  late  General  Craiy,"  a  spou- 
taneons  roar  attested  the  felicity  of  the  allusion. 

General  HaiTison  had  lived  many  years  after  liis  removal 
to  Ohio  in  a  log-house,  and  had  l>een  a  i)oor  man  most  of  his 
life,  a.s  lie  still  wrs.  A  Democratic  journalist,  scof&ng  at  the 
idea  of  electing  such  a  man  to  the  Presidency,  smartly  olv 
served,  in  substance, '*  Give  him  a  log-cabin  and  a  hanvl  of 
hard  cider,  and  he  will  stay  content  in  Ohio,  not  inspiring  to 
the  Presidency."  The  taunt  was  immediately  caught  up  by 
the  Y>n]igs  :  "log-cabins"  and  "hard  cider"  became  watch- 
words of  the  canvass  ;  and  every  hour  the  excitement  and 
enthusiasm  swelled  higher  and  higher. 
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BbI  tlie  Demoera^c  party  claimed  an  unbroken  series  of 
trinxnplts  in  every  Pwridentiftj  etoctaon  whioh  ife  did  not  throw 
away  by  its  own  dissensions ;  and,  being  now  united,  ngaidad 
its  sncoess  m  inevitable.  "  You  Whig^"  said  Br.  Dunoaa,  of 
Ohio,  one  of  its  moat  effective  canvassers,  "  achiere  great  vi©-' 
tones  evpTT  day  in  the  year  but 'one, —  that  is  the  day  of 
election.'*  It  was  certain  that  a  party  w]ii<  h  had  enjoyed  the 
ev«r-increaaing  patronage  of  the  Federal  <I  iv(»ntnieut  for  the 
preceding  twelve  years,  which  wielded  that  of  most  of  the 
States  also,  and  which  was  still  backed  by  the  popularity  and 
active  sympathy  of  (Jeneral  Jackson,  was  not  to  be  expelled 
from  power  without  the  most  resolute,  persistent,  systematic 
exertions.  TTnnce,  it  was  determined  in  the  councils  of  our 
friends  at  Alliaiiy  that  a  new  campaign  paper  should  be  issued, 
to  be  entitled  The  Lonj-Cabin ;  and  I  was  chosen  to  conduot 
it.  No  contributions  were  made  or  sought  in  its  behalf.  I 
was  to  publish  as  well  a.s  edit  it ;  it  was  to  be  a  folio  of  good 
Fize ;  and  it  was  dccidctl  that  fifteen  copies  .shouM  he  sent  for 
the  full  tenn  oi  six  months  (&om  May  1  to  November  1) 
fwp  S  5. 

T  Ijad  just  sfcnred  a  new  partner  (my  fifth  or  sixth)  of  con- 
sidenihle  bu.siiiess  capacity,  when  tliis  campaign  slieet  was 
imdertaken  ;  and  the  immediate  intiux  of  sul)scription.s  fright- 
ened and  reix'lled  him.  He  insisted  that  the  price  was  ruin- 
ous,—  that  the  paper  cotdd  not  bo  afTonled  for  so  little, — 
that  we  should  inevitably  be  bankruptcil  hy  its  eiiorrn-^ng 
circulation. —  and  all  my  e.xjKjstulations  and  entreaties  were 
nnavailing  against  his  fixed  resolve  to  get  out  of  the  concern 
at  once.  1  therefore  dissolve.!  and  settled  with  him,  and  was 
left  alone  to  edit  and  pub1i  U  both  The  New-  Yorker  and  The 
Log-Cabin,  a-s  I  had  in  18;kS  edited,  but  not  published,  Tlie 
Kew- Yorker  and  The  .Jetfersonian.  Having  n«»ither  steam 
presses  uor  facilities  for  mailing,  I  was  obliged  to  hiiv;  every- 
tliing  done  but  the  head-work,  whicli  involved  heavier  outlays 
than  I  ought  to  liave  lia<l  to  meet.  I  tried  U)  make  The 
Log-Cabin  as  effective  as  I  could,  with  wood  engravings  of 
Geoeial  Hanison's  battle-ecenes,  musiCj  &o.j  and  to  fender  il 
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a  model  of  its  kiiid ;  hut  the  timoFt  were  so  ch.iiin;e(l  that  it 
was  more  lively  and  less  sedately  ai^gumentative  tlian  The 
Jeflen><»ni;iii. 

Its  circulation  was  entirely  bevoTid  r«r»'»M't1<'»)t.  T  fixed  the 
edition  of  No.  1  at  3U,UUU ;  but  bett>re  tiie  eiose  ot  tlie  week 
I  obliged  to  print  10,000  more  ;  and  even  tliis  was  too 
few.  The  weekly  issues  ran  rapitlly  up  to  80,UUO,  and  ini-jht 
have  Inen  increased,  had  I  pf).ssesijed  ample  facilities  lor 
printing  and  mailing',  U)  1U<),()U(*.  With  the  niucliinery  of 
distribution  by  news  coini)<iniL'.s,  exi)resse8,  &c.,  now  cxistinj^, 
I  f^iess  that  it.  might  have  l>een  swelled  to  a  (juarter  of  a 
millinii.  And,  though  1  made  very  little  Uiouey  by  it,  I  gave 
every  subscriber  an  extra  number  containing*  the  reaults  of 
the  election.  After  that,  I  continued  the  piipcr  for  a  lull  year 
longer;  having  a  circulation  for  it  of  10,000  copies,  which 
about  paid  the  cost,  counting  my  work  as  editor  nothing. 


The  Log-Cabin  was  but  an  incident,  a  feature  of  the  can- 
vass. Briellv,  we  "VMiigs  luuk  the  lead,  and  kept  it  through- 
out Onr  oj»}>oncnts  stni;;i,ded  manfully,  desperately;  bnt 
wind  and  tide  were  ftgainsl  them.  They  had  campaign  and 
other  ]»a}H!rs,  goo<l  spcakera,  and  large  meetings;  but  we  were 
far  ahead  of  them  in  singing,  and  in  electioneering  emblems 
and  mottoes  which  appealed  to  i>oj^ular  .sympathies  The 
elections  held  next  after  the  llarrisburg  nominations  were 
local,  l>iit  they  all  went  uur  way;  and  the  State  contests, 
which  soon  followeil,  ani])ly  t-onfirnu'd  their  indications.  In 
September,  Maine  held  lier  State  electiun,  and  chose  the  Wliig 
candidate  for  Governor  (E<i ward  Kent)  by  a  small  niajority, 
but  oil  a  very  lull  \ote.  The  DeniDcrats  did  nut  concede  his 
election  till  alter  the  votti  for  rresident,  in  November.  Penn- 
sylvania,  in  Octol>er,  gave  a  small  Democratic  majority  ; 
but  we  iiisisted  tliat  it  could  be  overcome  when  we  came  to 
vote  for  Harrison,  and  it  was.  In  Octo]>er,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
an«l  (reorgia  all  gave  decisive  Harrison  majorities,  reiuiering 
the  great  result  morally  certain.    Yet,  when  the  Tresidentiai 
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electors  chosen  were  fully  ascertained,  even  the  most  sanguine 

among  iLs  were  ixstonnded  by  the  completeness  of  our  triumph. 
We  had  given  General  Harrison  the  electoral  votes  of  all  but 
the  seven  States  of  New  1 1  am jtsliire,  Virginia,  South  Carolina, 
Aliibaiiia,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  —  GO  in  all, — 
while  our  candidate  had  234 ;  making  his  the  heaviest  ma- 
jority by  which  any  President  had  ever  been  chosen.  Nevr 
York,  where  each  party  had  done  its  best,  liad  l)e.en  carried 
for  luni  by  13,290  majority;  but  Governor  Seward  had  been 
reelected  by  only  5,315.  With  any  other  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent, he  could  scaicely  bas  e  escaped  defeat. 

I  judge  that  there  were  not  many  wlio  Ixad  done  more 
effective  work  in  the  canvass  than  1  had ;  but  I  doubt  that 
General  TIarrison  over  heard  my  name.  I  never  visited  nor 
v^()te  hiiii ,  I  was  not  of  the  throng  that  surrounded  him  on 
reaching  Washington,  —  in  fact,  I  did  not  visit  tliat  city,  in 
1841,  until  after  his  most  untimely  death.  I  received  the 
news  of  that  calamity  on  LiuJing  one  morning  fi-om  mi  Albany 
steamboat ;  and  I  mournfully  realized,  on  the  instant,  tliat  it 
was  no  common  disaster,  V)ut  far-reaching  in  its  mahgn  intlu- 
ence.  General  HaiTison  was  never  a  gi-eat  man,  but  he  liad 
good  sense,  was  moderate  in  his  ^  iews,  and  tolerant  of  adyei-s© 
convictions;  he  truly  loved  and  asiiired  to  serve  his  country, 
and  was  at  tlie  summit  of  a  broadly  based  and  substantial 
popukaiLy  which,  Jiad  he  lived  out  his  term,  would  have 
avert^^ul  many  impending  evils.  Our  country,  in  my  view, 
huii  lost  many  abler  men,  but  none  that  she  could  80  ill  spttre 
since  Washington.  lie  was  President  for  one  short  month; 
and  then  the  hopes  bom  of  his  election  were  suddenly  buried 
in  kis  grave. 
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OK  the  tenth  (ky  of  April,  1841,  ~  a  day  of  iiiort  imieM^ 
tUo  chill  and  ddei  and  mow;—- our  city  hdd  her  great 
ftm^ial  parade  and  pagea&t  in  honor  of  our  lost  Preatdant^  who 
bad  died  aix  days  befoie.  Genenl  Boheit  Bogardus,  the  yen* 
mUe  Gland  Manhal  ci  the  parade,  died  not  long  alterwaid 
oC  ttpoatne  to  its  indomenoieft  On  that  leaden,  fanonal 
OMttiing,  thfl  moat  inhoq^itibk  of  the  year,  I  iaaned  the  fiiat 
inanher  of  TbB  Kiw  York  TkisiTinL  It  was  a  amaU  aheet, 
ftiritwiatoharatailadliDraoeni^aAdnot  much  of  a  nowt« 
paper  oonld  he  affoided  ftr  that  pricOb  even  in  thoae  specie- 
paying  timea.  I  had  heen  Inoited  to  this  Mitetpvise  hy  mf^ 
sad  IVhig  friendly  who  deemed  a  cheap  daily»  addreawd  mora 
sipeoially  to  the  Uboring  daai^  eminently  needed  in  onr  city, 
where  the  only  two  cheap  journals  then  and  still  sxisting — 
Ihs  Sun  and  The  Hendd-^wefs  in  decided,  though  nn^ 
arowed,  and  thetefoie  more  efiMve,  sympathy  and  affilialion 
with  the  Demooiatic  party.  Two  or  three  had  promised 
peoantaiy  aid  if  it  ahmild  be  needed ;  only  one  (Mt,  Jamea 
Cqggeahall,long  since  deoeaaed)  evernade  good  tlttt  promise^ 
hy  loaning  me  one  thousand  doUaia*  which  waa  dnly  and 
giatefiilly  repaid,  principal  and  interest  I  presume  others 
would  have  helped  me  had  I  aaked  it ;  hut  I  never  did.  Mr. 
Dudley  S.  Or^iy,  who  had  voluntarily  loaned  me  <Hie  thou* 
sand  doDara  to  sustain  The  Kew-Yorker  in  the  very  darkest 
hour  of  my  fortunes^  in  1837,  and  whom  I  had  but  recently 
repaid,  was  among  my  most  trusted  friends  in  the  outset  of 
my  new  enterprise  sJso;  but  I  waa  able  to  prosecute  it  with- 
out taxing  (I  no  longer  needed  to  test)  his  generosity. 
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Hj  leading  idea  Wia  the  establishment  of  a  journal  le- 
moTod  alike  from  servile  partisanship  nn  the  one  hand  and 
from  gagged,  mincing  neatndity  on  the  other.  Party  spirit 
k  ao  iteioe  and  intoletant  in  this  eoimlrjr  tliat  the  editor  of 
a  non-partisan  slieet  is  restrained  from  aayiqg  what  he  thinka 
and  feels  on  the  moat  vital,  imminaiit  topica ;  while,  on  tiia 
odwr  handy  a  Bemoemtic,  Whig,  or  Bepublican  jonnial  ia 
goaeEally  e:speeted  to  piaiae  or  blame,  like  or  dialike,  eulogize 
m  oondemBfin  preoiae  accoidaxice  wi^  theTiewa  and  intenek 
ef  ita  pait]r.  I  believed  fhera  waa  a  bappj  medium  between 
tlieae  extrsmea, — a  poatloii  Ikom  which  a  jonmaliat  vofjA 
apenfy  and  heartQj  adTocate  the  prindptlea  and  commend 
the  meaamea  of  thafc  pai^  to  which  hla  coimctiona  allied 
him,  yet  fianldy  diaaeat  from  ita  eonne  on  a  particular  ^neih 
lion,  and  even  denotmce  ita  candidatea  if  they  were  ahown  to 
be  deficient  in  capacily  or  (&r  woiae)  in  inte^ty.  1  lislt  that 
a  jdonal  thna  loyal  to  ita  guiding  cosvictiona,  yet  ready  to 
ezpoae  and  nondfimn  onwoniix  conduct  or  inddental  etrar  on 
file  part  of  men  attached  to  ita  party,  mtiat  be  fiur  mora 
effective,  even  party-wise,  than  tibough  it  might  alwaya  be 
eoonted  on  to  applaud  or  ieinx>bate»  Ueaa  or  curse,  as  the 
party's  prejndioea  or  immediate  interest  might  seem  to  pfe- 
aoibe.  Especially  by  the  Whigs — who  were  mther  the 
loosely  aggregated,  mainly  undisciplined  opponents  of  a  great 
yxirty,  tlian,  in  the  stricter  sense,  a  party  themselves  —  did 
I  fet'l  that  such  a  journal  was  conscioTisly  neLilL'd,  and  woidd 
be  faiily  sustained.  I  had  beeu  a  pretty  constaut  and  copious 
contributor  f^^encnilly  unpaid)  to  nearly  or  quite  every  cheap 
"VSTiig  journal  ihat  liud,  from  time  to  time,  been  started  in  our 
city  ;  most  of  them  to  fail  after  a  very  brief,  aiid  not  particu- 
laxly  Lii;,dit  career;  \mt  one  —  The  New  York  "VVhi'j,  wliich 
was,  throu^diont  mmt  of  its  existence,  under  the  di^niified  and 
con.-ci^^ntious  direction  of  Jacob  B.  Moore,  formerly  of  Tlie 
Kevv  llamj)shire  Journal  —  hiul  beeu  continued  through  two 
or  three  years.  My  familiarity  with  its  histoiy  and  manage- 
Tih  ut  '^nvit  mc  confidence  that  the  right  sort  of  a  cheap  Whig 
journal  would  be  enabled  to  live.   I  had  beea  ten  years  in 
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New  York,  was  thirty  years  old,  in  full  health  and  vigor,  and 
worth,  I  presume,  ahout  two  thousjind  dollars,  half  of  it  in 
printiiij,'  iiuiterials.  The  Jeffersoniaii,  and  still  more  T\\e  Lc^ 
Cabin,  Imd  made  me  fiLNoraljly  known  to  many  thuusands  of 
those  who  were  most  likely  to  take  such  a  paper  as  I  ])ro- 
posed  tx)  make  The  Tribune,  while  The  New-'^'orker  had 
given  me  some  literary  stamling  and  the  re])uttttion  of  a  use- 
ful and  well-informed  com|)ik'r  of  election  returns.  In  slmrt, 
I  was  ill  a  better  position  to  undertake  tlie  estoblishnient  of 
a  daily  newspaper  than  the  great  mass  of  those  wlio  try  it 
and  fail,  as  most  wlio  make  the  vt'nture  do  and  must.  1  j>re- 
6ume  the  new  journals  (in  En^lisli  i  since  stalled  in  this  eity 
nund)er  not  less  than  one  hundred,  whereof  barely  two  —  The 
Times  and  The  W<jrld  —  can  be  fairly  said  to  be  still  livinjr; 
and  Tlie  World  is  a  mausoleum  wherein  the  remains  of  The 
Evening  Star,  The  American,  and  The  Courier  and  Enquirer 
lie  inumed  ;  these  having  long  ago  swallowed  sundiy  of  their 
predecessors.  Yet  several  of  those  which  have  meantime 
lived  their  little  hour  and  passed  away  were  conducted  ly 
men  of  decided  ability  and  ripe  experience,  and  were  bucked 
by  a  pecuniary  capital  at  least  twenty  times  frreater  than  the 
fearfully  inadequate  sum  wheieon  I  started  The  Thbnne. 

On  the  intellectual  aide,  my  venture  was  not  so  lash  as  it 
seemed.  My  own  fifteen  years*  devotion  to  newspaper^mak- 
ing»  in  all  its  phases,  was  worth  for  more  than  wHl  be  gen- 
erally supposed ;  and  I  had  already  secured  a  itrst  assistant  ^ 
in  Mr.  Heniy  J.  Kaymond,  who  —  having  for  two  yeaia» 
while  in  college  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  been  a  valued  contributor 
to  the  literary  side  of  The  New-Yorker —  had  hied  to  the 
directly  upon  giaduating,  late  in  1840,  and  gladly  accepted 
my  offer  to  hire  him  at  eight  dbUais  per  week  until  he  could 
do  better.  I  had  not  much  Ibr  bim  to  do  till  The  Tribune 
was  started :  then  I  had  enough :  and  I  never  found  anoUier 
peroon,  barely  of  age  and  just  from  his  studies,  who  evinoed 
so  signal  and  such  versatile  abilify  In  journalism  as  he  did. 
Abler  and  stronger  men  I  may  have  met ;  a  deveier,  readier, 
more  genetally  efficient  joumalist^  I  never  saw.  He  remained 
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with  me  nearly  eight  yi^ui-^s,  if  my  imunory  servos,  find  is  the 
only  assistant  with  whom  1  ever  felt  required  to  n  iuonstnite 
for  doiriL'  more  work  than  any  human  brain  and  frame  could 
he  ex]>ected  long  to  endure.  His  salary  was  of  eoui-st;  ^'nidu- 
aUy  increased  from  time  to  time  ;  but  his  services  were  more 
valuable  in  proportion  to  tlieir  cost  than  those  of  any  one  eke 
who  ever  aided  nw  on  Tlie  Trihune. 

Mr.  George  M.  Snow,  a  friend  of  my  own  age,  who  had  had 
considerable  mercantile  experience,  took  chaise  of  the  Finan- 
cial or  "Wall-Street  department  (then  far  leas  important  thaa 
it  now  is),  and  retained  it  for  more  than  twenty-two  years ; 
becoming  ultimatdiy  a  heavy  stockholder  in,  and  a  trustee  of, 
the  cuiicem ;  lesigmiig  his  trust  only  when  (in  1863)  he  de« 
puted  for  Europe  in  ill  health ;  returning  but  to  die  two 
yeaxs  later.  A  kiige  majority  of  those  who  aided  in  prepar- 
ing or  in  issuing  the  first  number  had  preceded  or  have  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Snow  to  tlie  Silent  Land ;  but  two  remain,  and 
are  now  Foreman  and  Engineer  respectively  in  the  Print- 
ing Department, — both  stockholdeEB  and  trosteee.  Others, 
doubtless,  survive^  who  were  with  us  then,  but  have  long 
since  drifted  away  to  tbe  West,  to  the  Padfio  slope,  or  into 
aome  otiier  empLoyment^  and  tbe  pJacea  that  onoe  loiew  them 
know  them  no  more.  Twenty-six  yeaia  witness  many 
ehanges,  especially  in  a  city  lika  onis,  a  position  like  mine ; 
and  I  beliere  that  the  only  men  wbo  were  Editora  of  Kew 
Toik  dailies  before  me,  and  who  stall  remain  such*  are  Mr. 
WlUiam  Collen  Biyant  of  The  Evening  Post^  and  Mr.  James 
Goidon  Bennett  of  The  HerabL 


Abont  five  hundred  names  of  snbscribezs  bad  already  been 
obtained  for  The  Tribune — mainly  by  my  warm  personal  and 
political  Mends,  Noah  Cook  and  James  Cpggeflball — before 
its  first  issue,  whereof  I  printed  five  thousand,  and  nearly 
^ueooeded  in  giving  away  all  of  tbem  that  would  not  sell  I 
bad  type,  hut  no  proopoe ;  and  so  bad  to  hire  my  press-work 
done  by  the  ''token*';  my  folding  and  mailing  must  bava 
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staggpred  me  but  for  the  circumstance  that  I  hnd  few  papers 
tr>  mni],  and  not  very  many  to  fold.  The  lack  of  tlie  imv^ent 
iiKK  limery  of  railroads  and  expresses  was  a  grave  ohsiaelo 
to  the  circulation  of  my  paper  outside  of  the  city's  suburbs ; 
but  I  think  its  paid-for  issues  were  two  thousand  at  the  close 
of  the  first  week,  and  that  they  thenceforth  increased  pretty 
steadily,  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  per  week,  t  ill  they  reached 
ten  thousand.  My  current  expenses  for  the  flr^t  week  were 
about  five  hundred  and  twenty-fn-e  dollars ;  my  receipts 
ninety-two  dollars  ;  and,  thou<,di  the  out^^oes  steadily,  ineWt- 
ably  increased,  the  income  increased  in  a  still  lai^r  ratio,  till 
it  nearly  balanced  the  former.  But  I  was  not  made  for  a 
publisher ;  indeed,  no  man  was  ever  qualified  at  once  to  edit 
and  to  publish  a  daily  paper  such  as  it  must  be  to  live  in 
thes6  times ;  and  it  was  not  untU  Mr.  Thomas  McElrath— 
whom  I  had  barely  known  as  a  member  of  the  publishing 
firm  Offer  wboae  store  I  first  set  tyye  in  this  city;  but  who 
ms  now  a  lawyer  in  good  standing  and  practice  —  made  me 
a  voluntary  and  wholly  unexpected  proffer  of  partnership  in 
my-stili  struggling  In^  hopeful  enterprise,  that  it  might  be 
considered  furljr  on  its  feet.  He  offered  to  invest  two  thou- 
sand doUacs  as  an  equivalent  to  whaterer  I  had  in  the  bad- 
ness, and  to  devote  his  time  and  enei^es  to  its  man^ment^ 
on  Uie  basis  of  perfect  eqtiality  in  ownership  and  in  sharing 
the  proceeds.  This  I  veiy  glsdly  accepted ;  and  ftom  that 
hour  my  load  was  palpably  lightened.  Dnring .  the  ten  yearn 
or  over  that  The  Tribune  was  issued  by  Greeley  &  McEliath, 
my  partner  never  once  even  indicated  that  my  anti-Slavery, 
anti-Hanging,  Socialist,  and  other  frequent  aberrations  from 
the  stfiiight  and  narrow  path  of  Whig  partisanship,  were  in- 
jurious to  our  commpn  interest^  though  he  must  often  have 
sorely  felt  that  they  were  so;  and  never,  except  when  I 
(rarely)  drew  ftom  the  common  treasury  more  money  than 
oould  well  be  spared,  in  order  to  help  some  needy  friend 
whom  he  judged  beyond  help,  did  he  even  look  grieved  at 
anything  I  did.  On  the  other  hand,  his  business  management 
of  the  eoneem,  though  never  bnlliant,  nor  specially  energetic. 
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was  80  safe  and  judicious  that  it  gave  me  no  trouble,  and 
scarcely  required  of  me  a  thought^  duiii^  tbat  loQg  em  of  aD 

but  unclouded  prosperity. 

The  transition  from  mj  four  preceding  years  of  inoessaiil 
pecuniary  anxiety,  if  not  absolute  embarrassment,  was  llktt 
escaping  from  the  dungeon  and  the  rack  to  freedom  and  syne 
pathy.  Henceforth,  such  rare  pecuniary  troubles  as  I  en* 
countered  were  the  just  jK^naltios  of  my  ovra  folly  in  indors- 
inj;  notes  for  persons  who,  in  the  nature  of  things,  could  not 
rationally  be  expected  to  ])ay  Uieni.  But  these  penalties  are 
not  to  be  evaded  by  those  wlio,  soon  after  entering  responsible 
life,  "go  into  business,"  as  the  ]>linisc  is,  when  it  is  inevitable 
that  they  must  be  thereby  iuvoh  eJ  in  debt.  He  who  starts 
on  the  basis  of  dependence  on  his  own  ])roper  resources,  r©^ 
solved  to  ext.  nrl  his  business  no  lui-ther  and  no  faster ^than 
his  means  will  justilV,  may  fairly  refuse  to  lend  wliat  he 
needs  in  liis  own  (iperatiims,  or  to  indorse  for  otliers  when  he 
aslcs  no  one  to  indorae  for  liim.  But  you  cannot  aak  favors, 
and  then  clnirlisldy  refuse  to  grant  any,  —  boirow,  and  then 
frown  up^n  whoever  a-sks  you  t<5  lend,  —  seek  indorsements, 
but  decline  to  <;i\  e  any  :  and  so  the  idle,  the  prodipfal,  the 
dissolute,  with  the  thousands  I'orcdoomed  by  their  own  de- 
fects of  capacity,  of  industry,  or  of  management,  to  chronic 
Kinkr\i})t€y,  hve  upon  the  earnings  of  the  ca}»able,  thrifty, 
and  provident.  Better  wait  five  years  to  go  into  business 
Upon  a<le([uate  means  which  are  properly  your  own,  than  to 
rush  in  i^reniaturely,  trusting  to  loans,  indorsements,  and  the 
forb<:'ai'ance  of  creditors,  to  help  you  through.  I  have  squan- 
den^d  mucli  hard-earned  money  in  trying  to  help  others  who 
were  already  past  help,  when  I  not  only  might,  but  .sliould, 
have  saved  most  of  it  if  I  h;id  never,  needing  lielp,  sought  and 
received  it.  As  it  is,  I  trust  that  my  geneial  obligation  has 
been  fully  discharged. 

The  Tribune,  as  it  first  a])peared,  was  but  tlie  germ  of  what 
T  sought  to  make  it  Xo  journal  sold  for  a  cent  could  ever 
be  much  more  than  a  dry  suimnary  of  the  most  important  or 
ttie  most  interesting  occune&ow  of  the  day ;  and  such  is  not 
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a  newspaper,  in  the  higher  sense  ut  the  term.  AVe  need  to 
know,  not  only  wliat  is  done,  but  wliat  is  purjK)sed  and  said, 
l)y  tliose  who  sway  the  destiuii-s  of  states  and  realms ;  and, 
to  tliis  end,  the  prompt  i)erusal  of  tlie  manil'estoes  of  nion- 
archs,  pre.^idents,  niinistei-s,  k'^islators,  etc.,  is  indispeiii>al»le. 
No  man  is  even  tok'nihly  informed  in  our  day  who  does  not 
ren^ularly  "kcPY)  tlie  run"  of  events  and  opinions,  tlirou^di  the 
daily  jicrusal  of  at  least  oiw  >^(hh\  journal ;  and  the  ready  eavil 
that  "  no  one  ran  read"  all  that  a  great  modern  journal  eon- 
tains,  only  proves  the  ifni<^rance  or  thoughtlessness  of  the 
caviller.  No  one  person  is  expected  to  take  such  an  interest 
in  the  rise  and  fall  of  stocks,  the  markets  for  cotton,  cattle, 
grain,  and  goods,  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  Legislatures, 
and  Courts,  the  politics  of  Europe,  and  the  ever-sliifting 
phases  of  Spanish-Amarican  anarchy,  etc.,  etc.,  as  would  in- 
cite him  to  a  daily  perusal  of  the  entire  contents  of  a  metro- 
politan dty  journal  of  the  fiist  rank.  The  idea  Is  lathcr  to 
embody  in  a  single  sheet  the  information  daily  lequired  by 
all  those  who  aim  to  keep  "posted"  on  over}'  important 
ocourrence ;  so  that  the  lawyer,  the  merchant,  the  banker,  the 
forwarder,  the  economist,  the  author,  the  politician,  etc.,  may 
find  her  v  l  atever  he  needs  to  see,  and  be  spared  the  trouble 
of  looking  elaewheie.  A  oopjr  of  a  groat  morning  journal  now 
contains  more  matter  than  an  average  twelvemo  yolume,  and 
its  production-  costs  far  more,  while  it  is  sold  for  a  fortieth  or 
jfiftieth  part  of  the  volume's  price.  There  is  no  other  miracle 
of  cheapness  which  at  all  approaches  it.  The  Ekctiic  Tele-' 
graph  has  precluded  the  multiplication  of  journals  in  the 
gn^  cities,  by  enormously  increasing  the  cost  of  publishing 
each  of  them.  The  Tribune,  for  example,  now  pays  mors 
than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  intellectual 
labor  (reportii^  included)  in  and  about  its  office,  and  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  more  for  correspondence  and  tele- 
graphing,— in  other  words,  for  collecting  and  transmitting 
news.  And,  while  its  income  has  been  largely  increased  from 
year  t6  year,  its  exgeoB&s  have  inevitably  been  swelled  even 
more  rapidly;  so  that^  at  the  dose  of  1866,  in  which  its 
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xeoetplB  bad  been  om  nine  bnndred  thoosand  daDan»  its 
expanses  bed  been  veiy  neaity  equal  in  amoont,  leaving  no 
prafife  bejond  a  Cur  lent  finr  tbe  piemieee  it  owned  and  occn- 
pied  Axudi  yet  its  etoekboldeis  were  satisfied  that  they  had 
done  a  good  bttsmessy — that  the  inciease  in  tiie  petconi^ 
and  valne  of  tiie  establishment  to  a  &ir  interest  on 

tiiatr  inTestment^  and  might  well  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  a 
dividend.  Inthegoodtimecoming^withcheaperpaperandless 
ezoibttant  chaiges  for ''caUe  despatches"  fkom  the  Old  Woild, 
they  will  donbttees  reap  wHere  they  have  now  faithfully 
sown.  Tet  they  realise  and  accept  the  fact^  that  a  journal 
radically  hostile  to  the  gainful  arts  whereby  the  cunning  and 
powerful  few  live  sumptoously  without  useM  labor,  and  often 
amass  wealth,  by  pondering  to  lawless  sensuality  and  popular 
vice,  can  never  hope  to  enricb  its  publtshen  so  rapidly  nor  so 
vastly  as  thoo^  it  had  a  soft  side  for  tiie  Liquor  TMIc«  and 
fcr  iJl  kindred  aUuiements  to  carnal  appetite  and  sensual 
indulgence. 

Fame  is  a  vapor ;  popularity  an  aoddent ;  riches  take  wii^ ; 
flie  only  earthly  certainfy  is  oblivion;  no  man  can  foresee 
what  a  day  may  bring  forth ;  while  those  who  cheer  to-day 
will  often  curse  to-morrow :  and  yet  I  cherish  the  hope  that 
the  journal  I  projected  and  established  will  live  and  flourish 
lonsf  after  I  shall  have  mouldered  into  foi^otten  dust,  being 
j^ui<le<l  Itv  ;i  larger  wbduui,  a  more  iineiTiug  iiogacity  to  dis- 
cern tilt'  riirlit,  thoucrh  not  l*y  a  more  uiitaltering  readiness  to 
embrace  and  defend  it  at  \vliate\er  personal  cost;  and  that 
the  st«ne  which  covers  my  ashes  may  bear  to  future  eyes  the 
still  mtclligibie  inscription,  "  founder  of  The  New  York 
Tnbune.** 
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SOCIALISM. 

THE  Winter  of  1837-38,  though  happily  mild  and  open 
till  far  into  January,  was  one  of  pervading  destitution 
and  suffering  in  our  city,  from  paralysis  of  business  and  con- 
sequent dearth  of  employment.  Tlie  liberality  of  those  who 
could  and  would  give  was  heavily  taxed  to  save  from  famish- 
ing the  tens  of  thousands  who,  being  needy  and  unable  to 
find  employment,  first  ran  into  debt  so  far  as  they  could,  and 
thenceforth  must  be  helped  or  star^'e.  For,  in  addition  to  all 
who  may  be  said  to  belong  here,  legions  of  laborers,  ser\'ants, 
etc.,  are  annually  dismissed  in  Autumn  from  the  fanns,  coun- 
try-seats, and  watering-places  of  the  suburban  districts,  and 
drift  down  to  the  city,  whence  they  were  mainly  hired; 
vaguely  hoping  to  find  work  here,  which  a  small  part  of  them 
do :  the  rest  live  on  the  good-nature  of  relatives,  if  such  they 
have  here,  or  on  credit  from  boarding-houses,  landlords,  or 
grocers,  so  long  as  they  can ;  and  then  make  their  choice 
between  roguery  and  beggary,  or  change  from  this  to  that,  or 
take  them  mixed,  as  chance  may  dictate.  Since  the  general 
diffusion  of  railroads  and  the  considerable  extension  of  our 
manufacturing  industry,  business  is  far  more  equal)le  than  it 
was,  even  in  prosperous  times,  thirty  years  ago ;  but  Winter  is 
still  a  season  of  privation  and  suffering  to  many  thousimds 
who  live  in  tolerable  comfort  through  the  warmer  seasons. 
To  say  that  ten  tliousand  young  i)ersons  here  annually  take 
their  first  lessons  in  debauchery'  and  crime  would  \ye  to  keep 
quite  witliin  the  truth ;  and,  while  passion,  ignomnco,  and 
misoducation  ruin  their  thousands,  I  judge  that  destitution 
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flowing  from  'n  \'olantary  idlfliDBaB  sends  more  men  and  woniAn 
to  perdition^  in  this  city;  than  any  otber  Ganse, — intemppiance 
posaiblj  excepted. 

I  lived  that  Wiii*  r  'n  the  Sixth  Ward, — then,  as  now, 
eminent  for  filth,  squalor,  lagp,  dissipation,  want,  and  miflOEj; 
A  public  meeting  oi  its  citizens  was  duly  held  early  in 
oember,  and  an  oiganiaition  fozmed  thereat,  by  which  com- 
mittees  were  appointed  to  canvass  the  Waid  from  house  to 
boose,  collect  fonds  from  those  who  could  and  woold  spare 
anjUiing,  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  existing  des- 
titntion,  and  devise  ways  and  means  for  its  systematic  relieC 
Yei7  poor  myself,  I  conid  give  no  money,  or  bat  a  mite ;  so  I 
gave  time  instead,  and  served,  thiongh  several  days,  on  one 
of  the  visiting  committees.  I  thus  saw  extien^  destitution 
moare  doeely  than  I  had  ever  before  observed  it,  and  was 
enabled  to  scan  its  lepulaive  features  inteUigently.  I  saw 
two  fionilies,  including  sue  or  eight  children,  buzrowmg  m  one 
eellar  under  a  stable, — a  prey  to  fiimine  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  veimin  and  cutaneous  maliidieB  on  the  other,  with  sicknese 
adding  its  honois  to  tiiose  of  a  poUnted  atmosphere  and  a 
wintry  tempemtnre.  I  saw  men  who  each,  somehow,  sup- 
ported his  &mily  on  an  income  of  $  5  per  week  or  less,  yet 
who  cheerfully  gave  something  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of 
those  who  were  rmlli/  poor.  I  saw  thiee  widows,  with  as 
many  children,  living  in  an  attic  on  the  profits  of  an  apple- 
stand  wfaieh  yielded  less  than  $  3  per  week,  and  the  landlord 
came  in  for  a  full  third  of  that.  But  worst  to  bear  of  all  was 
the  pitiful  plea  of  stout,  resolute,  single  young  nu  n  and  young 
women  :  "  We  do  not  want  alms ;  we  are  nut  beggars ;  we  hate 
to  sit  heiv  <lay  by  day  idle  and  iLselef?? ;  help  us  to  work,  —  we 
want  iiu  other  help :  why  is  it  that      l.ui  luive  nothing  to  do  ?** 

I  pondered  these  scenes  at  intervals  tliroughout  the  next 
two  or  three  years,  and  \viu>  iiuiRiUed  thcruby  to  write  for  The 
Xew- Yorker — I  think,  in  the  Winter  of  1839-40  —  a  series 
•  of  artiuleii  entitled,  "  What  shall  be  done  for  the  laborer  ?** 

I  lx:li<'ve  these  attmeted  the  attention  of  Mr.  All  ert  IJiishane, 
a  young  man  of  liberal  educabiou  and  varied  culture,  a  native 
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«C  Btotma»  K  T.,  whicii  be  rtfll  ngMEdad  aa  Ids  liinn^  Imi 
wliohadtmvttUedindfllyaiidobaomdrthoughtf^  maldiig 
the  acqnalntanoe  in  Ptoia  of  the  iohool  of  Sookliste  caUed 
(after  (iheir  foundar)  St  aimoniana,  and  that  abo  of  Chadea 
Foorier,  the  fonnder  of  a  diitont  8ohoQl»  vbich  had  been 
distiiiguiahed  by  his  name.  Robert  Owen,  bj  bia  eiqierimenta 
at  New  Lanark  and  his  "  New  Views  of  Society,"  was  the  fiist 
in  this  century  to  win  public  attention  to  Socialism,  thoa^ 
(I  believe)  Fourier  had  not  only  speculated,  but  written,  before 
either  of  Iiis  ct^hiborers.  But  Owen  was  an  extensive  and 
8iicces,sful  uiaiiui.ieturer ;  St.  Simon  \va.s  a  soldier,  ami  the  lieir 
ol  a  noble  hiniily  ;  while  Fourier  was  a  poor  elerk,  i-eserved 
aiwl  taciturn,  wliose  hard,  dogmaLic,  algebraic  style  seemed 
exprijssly  calculdi:.!  to  discouiiige,  readers  and  repel  adherents; 
60  tliat  liis  disciples  wetc  few  indeed,  down  to  tJic  date  of  his 
death  in  1837.  Mr.  Brisbane,  returning  not  long  afterward 
from  Euii>pe, 'prepared  and  publislicd  his  first  wm-k — wiuuii 
was  aji  exposition  and  eoninietulaliuii  of  Fourier's  industrial 
system  —  in  1840.  ^ly  act^uaintance  with  the  author  and  iua 
work  commenced  soon  alLerwnrd. 

I  sum  up  these  three  coiu^tuig  projects  of  Social  Befonn 
as  follows :  — 

(htm.  —  riace  human  beings  in  proper  relations,  under  fa- 
voring circumstances  (among  wliich  T  include  E^lucation  and 
Intelligence),  and  they  will  do  right  rather  than  wrong. 
Hitherto,  the  heritage  of  the  great  majority  has  been  filth, 
scpialor,  famine,  ignorance,  superstition ;  and  these  have  im- 
pelled many  to  indolence  and  vice,  if  not  to  crime.  Make 
their  external  conditions  what  they  should  be^^  and  theae  will 
give  place  to  indusfciy,  sobriety,  and  virtue. 

BL  AMmMk-^"  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Secure  to 
anraiy  one  opportunity  ;  let  each  do  whatever  he  can  do  beat; 
and  the  higheat  good  of  Ihe  whole  wiU  be  aohieved  and  per- 
petuated. 

Fo u  r irr. — Society,  as  wa  find  it,  ia  oiganized  rapacity.  Half 
of  ita  focce  ia  apent  inveprauing  or  leiiatiiig  the  jealousies 
aadrqgaflBBaof  itamembea.  We  need  to  oiganiaa  Univenal 
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Jn^tifo  based  on  Sciencfv  Tiio  Iruc  Kden  lies  ))efore,  not 
beiitiid  us.  We  may  so  provide  tliat  I^iljor,  now  repulsive, 
shall  1^  attmctive  ;  while  its  efficiency  in  production  sliall 
be  iiicreased  l)y  tlie  improvenient  of  nuiehinery  and  the  ex- 
tended nse  of  natural  fon^es,  so  as  to  secure  almadance,  edu- 
cation, and  ele<iaTit  luxury,  to  all.  What  is  needed  is  to 
provide  all  witii  Im  ih  s,  employment,  instruction,  good  living, 
tlie  mosi  efifective  implements,  machiner},  &c.,  securing  to 
each  the  fair  and  full  recompense  of  his  achievement;  and 
thi^  cajD  Ikest  be  attaintid  through  the  association  of  some  four 
to  five  hundred  faniihes  in  a  common  household,  and  in  the 
ownership  and  cidtivation  of  a  common  domain,  say  of  2,009 
9fSK&t  or  about  one  acre  lo  ciich  pocsou  living  thereon. 


I  accept,  unreservetUy,  the  views  of  no  man,  dead  or  living. 
"The  master  has  said  it,"  was  never  conclusive  with  me. 
Even  though  T  have  found  him  ri^»ht  nine  times,  T  do  not 
take  his  tenth  proposition  on  trust ;  unless  that  also  l)c  proved 
sound  and  rational,  I  reject  it.  But  I  am  convinced,  after 
much  study  and  reflection,  that  the  Social  lieformers  are  right 
on  many  points,  even  when  clearly  wTong  on  others ;  and  I 
deem  Fourier — though  in  many  respects  erratic,  mietaken, 
visionary  —  the  most  suggestive  and  practical  among  them. 
I  accept  nothing  on  his  authority ;  for  I  find  many  of  his 
sjH'iulations  fantastic,  erroneous,  and  (in  my  view)  pernicious; 
but  on  many  points  he  commands  my  unreserved  concur- 
it?nce.  Yet  I  prefer  to  set  forth  my  own  Social  creed  rather 
tlinn  his,  even  wherein  mine  was  boiTOwed  from  \m  teachings ; 
and  mine  is,  briefly,  as  follows  ;  — 

T.  T  believe  that  there  need  be,  and  sliould  be,  no  paujiers 
who  -ATv  not  infantile,  idiotic,  or  disabled ;  and  that  civilized 
society  pa^'s  more  for  tlie  su])port  of  able-bodied  pauperism 
than  the  necessary  cx>st  of  its  extirpation. 

II.  I  lielieve  that  they  babVde  idly  and  lil)el  Providence- 
who  talk  of  surplus  I^bor,  or  the  inade(|uacy  of  ( 'iipital  to 
supply  employ  luent  to  all  who  need  it.    Labor  is  often  most 
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required  and  best  paid  where  Capital  13  scarcest  (as  was  shown 
in  California  in  1849-50)  ;  and  there  is  always  —  even  in 
China — far  more  work  than  hands,  provided  the  ability  to 
devise  and  direct  l>e  not  wanting.  Wliere  Ijibor  stands  idle, 
save  in  the  presence  of  some  great  public  calamity,  there  is  a 
demuiistrdted  deficiency,  not  of  Capital,  bnt  of  V)rains. 

III.  I  believe  that  the  efficiency  of  human  etfoit  is  enor- 
Dionsly,  ruinously  dimiiiislied  by  what  I  term  Social  Anarchy. 
That  is  to  say :  "  We  spend  lialf  our  energies  in  building  fence:? 
and  pro\*iding  safeguards  against  each  other's  roguery,  while 
our  lal)or  is  rendered  inefficient  and  inadequately  productive 
by  Itad  management,  imperfect  implements,  a  deficiency  of 
power  (^annual  or  steam),  and  the  inability  of  our  producers 
to  command  and  wield  the  moat  effective  machinery.  It  is 
quite  witliin  the  truth  to  estimate  the  jinnual  product  of  our 
Nationnl  Imbistry  at  less  than  one  half  what  it  might  be  if 
better  applied  and  directed. 

IV.  Inefficiency  in  production  is  paralleled  by  waste  in 
consumption.  Insects  and  vermin  devour  at  least  one  fourth 
of  tlie  farmer's  harvests,  whicli  inaiUMpiate  fertilizing  and  un- 
skiltul  cidtivation  liave  already  reduced  far  below  the  pitj|)er 
aggregate.  A  tliousand  cooks  arc  required,  and  a  thousand 
fires  maintaiiu'd,  to  pre}>an^  badly  the  food  of  a  to-^Tiship; 
when  a  dozen  tires  and  a  hundred  cooks  might  do  it  far  better, 
and  with  a  vast  sa\nng  in  quantity  as  well  as  improvement  in 
quality.  [I  judge  that  the  cooks  of  Paris  would  subsist  One 
Million  persons  on  the  food  consumed  or  wasted  by  Six  Hun- 
dred Thousand  in  this  city ;  feeding  them  better  than  they  are 
now  fed,  and  prolonging  their  lives  by  an  avenge  of  five  years.] 

y.  Youth  should  be  a  season  of  instruction  in  Induatiy 
and  the  I'sefiil  Arts,  as  well  as  in  Letters  and  the  Sciences 
mastered  by  their  aid.  Each  cliild  should  be  trained  to  skill 
and  efficiency  in  productive  Labor.  Tlie  hours  of  children 
should  be  altemately  devoted  to  Labor,  Study,  and  Becieation, 
— say^  two  hours  to  each  before,  and  a  hke  allotment  after, 
dinner  each  secular  day.  Thus  each  child  would  grow  up  an 
adept,  not  merely  in  letters,  but  in  arts, — a  skilful  worker  as 
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irdl  as  a  pfofidenl  in  tihe  hmms  of  the  adiodl-iooni, — abk  to 
do  welV  iMit  one  thing  ODljpbot  miuiy  things, — ^miliar  witli 
mftffhani'^l  as  well  aa  agricultural  prooeaaea^  and  acquainted 
with  the  nae  of  steam  and  the  direction  of  nwdiinery.  Not 
tin  one  has  aehie^ed  the  fuUest  command,  the  most  vaiied 
nse,  of  all  his  foculties  and  powen,  can  he  he  properly  aaid  to 
he  educated. 

YL  Isdation  is  at  mst  with  efficiency  and  witii  progress. 
As  "  iron  shaipeneth  iron,"  so  aie  nian*s  inteUeotual  and  in- 
ventive iaculties  stimulated  by  contact  with  his  fellow-men. 

A  nation  of  herdsmen,  dwelling  in  movable  tents,  invents 

little  i>T  nothing,  and  makes  no  progress,  or  next  to  nona 
Sertdum  tliu  general  condition  of  the  laboring  class  in 
Europe,  until  aggregation  in  cities  and  manufactories,  dif- 
fusing intelligence,  and  nouiisimig  cuipirdliuu,  wrought  its 
downfall 

VII.  The  poor  work  at  perpetuiil  disadvautau'C  in  isolation, 
liocau^e  of  the  inadequacy  of  their  means.  Ix-t  sujipose 
tlitit  ft)iir  or  five  hundred  heads  of  families  propose  to  embark 
in  Agriculture.  Eiu  h  buys  his  little  farm,  his  furniture,  his 
implements,  nninials,  ,see<is,  f»'rtilizers,  &:c.,&c.,  and  —  though 
he  has  purciiused  nothing  that  he  does  not  uigeutly  need  — 
he  finds  his  ttk  ans  utterly  exhausted,  and  his  farm  and  future 
exertions  heavily  liurdrned  by  debt.  He  hoi>e,s  and  labors  to 
clear  off  the  niort^xa.Lie  ;  Init  tiood  and  drouth,  frost  and  hre, 
work  aj5iinst  him  ;  his  ])overty  compels  him  to  do  without 
many  im|»h.'menls.  and  to  ph.n^di  or  team  with  inadequate  force; 
he  runs  up  an  aecount  at  the  store,  and  pays  twenty  per  cent, 
extra  for  his  goods,  because  others,  who  buy  on  credit,  fail  to 
pay  at  all ;  and  so  he  stnijrgles  on,  till  his  strength  fails,  and 
he  dies  oppressed  with  debt.    Such  is  the  common  lot. 

VIII.  Association  would  have  these  imite  to  purchase,  in- 
habit^ and  cultivate  a  common  domain,  —  say,  of  two  thousand 
aciea* — whereby  these  advantflges  over  the  isolated  system 
woold  be  realized :  — 

1.  One  fourth  (at  most)  of  the  land  leqniied  nnder  the  old 
system  would  be  found  abundant 
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%  It  could  )»c'  far  better  allottadttid  vggmffMltA  lo  Qitmm^ 
Grass,  Fruits,  Forest,  Garden,  4o. 

S.  Tbe  drauglit  flniiaalw  tliat       lur  too  few,  wheadiipened 
amotigfiYe  hundred  omoBi^  <m  lo  inattydiflbrantfiKW^w^ 
k»  amply  ■uAoiQiit  lor  a  oninnnn  domala. 

4.  Steam  or  water  powiir  ooiild  now  be  economically  eii^ 
ployed  for  a  hundred  purposes  —  cutting  and  aawii^  timber, 
tbiMhiiig  fmd  grinding  gniii,  ploughing  the  aoil,  aod  for 
many  household  ustt^wfam  tbe  amill  hsmm  ooold  nofc 
think  of  employing  it 

5.  Iiidiutiy  would  fliiA  lurv  aiid  iKJWBfM  ino^ 
observation  and  pniM  or  oonsnre  of  the  entire  community ; 
«iiifonB8»  baimots,  and  music,  with  tho  livaliy  of  bands  of 
competing  mtas,  iv^ould  provoko  wnnlation  and  lighten 
labor;  while  auch  rocreaUons  as  dramas,  coneerti»  feadti^ 
Ao., — now  utterly  beyond  the  reach  of  nual  worken,— wovll 
give  a  new  aeafc  to  life.  Al  pnaa&t,  our  youth  aaaape  from 
nual  indiistn'  when  they  can,  —  oofc  tliikt  thef  really  hate 
work,  but  that  they  find  their  leimre  hoan  even  dnUir  and 
leaa  eadmable  than  tlioie  they  give  to  ragged  toil 


I  unat  devoto  another  chapter  to  a  narration  of  my  erpnii- 
enoea  as  an  advocate  of  the  views  above  set  forth,  and  a  brieC 
aecoiirit  of  the  eflbrts  made  within  my  knowledge  to  give  them 
pnctical  exemplification.  ISiat  these  efforts  resulted  in  fail- 
ures the  world  already  knowa :  I  ^vill  endeavor  to  set  forth 
ihe  facts  dispn.<^sionately,  so  as'W  afford  fair  gronnda  for  jttcfg- 
sient  as  to  liow  far  these  failures  are  due  to  circumstances, 
and  how  far  they  may  be  fairly  charged  to  the  system  itself. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  lay  little  of  tbe  blame  on  well-abused 
Human  Nature ;  since,  if  any  system  be  ill  adapted  to  Man 
as  we  find  him,  it  may  be  excellently  imlnfalni^  lor  nan  on 
aoma  other  planet^  bat  not  on  thia  one. 
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THE  propagation  iu  this  cuuutry  of  Fourier's  idos^  of 
Industrial  As.suciatiou  was  wholly  pioneered  by  Mr.  A. 
Brisbane,  wlio  presentod  them  in  a  series  ol  iirticles  in  The 
Tribune,  begiiuiiiig  in  1841,  and  running  throu|Th  two  or  three 
yeais.  Tlie  Future  —  a  weekly  entirely  devoted  to  the  sub- 
ject —  was  i.s.sued  for  a  few  weeks,  but  received  no  considerable 
support,  and  was  tlierefore  discontinued.  The  Harbinger,  a 
smaller  weekly,  wiis  afterward  issued  from  the  Brook  I  arm 
iVissociatiun,  and  sustained  —  not  wiihuuL  loss  —  for  two  of 
three  yeiu-a.  Meantime,  8e\erid  treatises,  explaining  and 
coniiiiciiding  the  system,  were  i»ublished,  —  the  best  of  them 
beiii^'  "  Democracy,  I'aeitic  and  Constructive,"  by  Mr.  Parke 
Godwin,  now  ofTlic  Evening  Post.  The  prol>leiu  wjis  fin-ther 
discu.ssed  m  ^  .scries  of  controversial  letters  between  ^Ir.  Henry 
J.  liayniond  and  myself.  Thus,  by  i)er8evering  effort,  the 
suiijcct  was  thrust,  as  it  were,  on  public  attention  ;  a  fe\r 
zealous  converts  made  to  the  new  ideas,  and  probably  more 
Vehement  adversaries  aroused ;  while  the  far  gieater  number 
could  not  be  induced  to  read  or  consider,  but  regarded  aU 
Socialist  theories  with  stubborn  indifierence.  Those  who 
■were  in  good  circumstances,  or  }io{)ed  yet  to  be,  wished  no 
such  change  a.s  w.'is  contemplated  by  the  new  theories ;  the 
ignorant,  stolid  many,  who  endure  lives  of  destitution  and 
squalid  misery,  were  utterly  devoid  of  faith  or  hope,  receiving 
with  profound  iucredidity  and  distrust  any  proposal  to  im- 
prove their  condition.  My  observation  justifies  the  belief, 
that  the  most  cotugrvaUve  of  mankind^  when  not  under  tha 
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infliteiioe  of  some  gieat>  coimilflive  i^mmg  like  tiie  I^ranch 
Bevolutioii,  aie  those  who  have  nothing  to  lose. 

Of  the  pmetifial  attempts  to  realise  our  socisl  Utopia!,  I 
believe  that  known  as  "Biook  Farm,"  in  Eoxbuiy,  Mass.,  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  was  fiist  in  the  <nder  of  time,  and  notable 
in  many  other  respects.  Its  projectora  were  cnltiTated, 
scholarly  persons,  who  were  profoondlj  cjiasatisfied  with  the 
aimSp  ss  well  as  the  routine,  of  ddinary  life,  and  who  wel- 
comed in  theoretic  Socialism  a  fiiiier  snd  nobler  ideal  So 
they  bought  a  cold,  gmssy  farm  of  two  handled  acres,  added 
two  or  three  new  buildings  to  those  which  had  served  the 
last  preceding  owner,  and  biavefy  took  possession.  New 
members  joined  firom  time  to  time,  as  others  left;  the  land 
was  improved,  and,  I  believe,  some  was  added ;  boarders  were 
taken  occasionally;  a  school  was  started  andrnaintained  \  and 
so  the  concern  fined  on  through  some  five  or  six  years.  Bat, 
deficient  in  capital,  in  agricultural  skill,  and  in  many  needful 
things  besides,  it  was  never  a  pecuniary  success,  and  was 
finally  given  up  about  18  i7  or  '48,  —  pi^yiiifT  it.s  del>ts,  I  un- 
derstood, to  the  last  dime,  but  returning  nothing  its  st^)ck- 
holdurs.  1  believe  this  was  the  ouiy  attempt  made  in  New 
England 

From  this  city,  two  bands  of  Socialist  pioneers  went  forth, 
—  one  to  a  rugged,  lofty  region  in  Pike  County,  Pa.,  five 
miles  from  the  Erie  Kailroad  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  L;i(?ka waxen, 
which  they  called  "  Sylvania,"  after  the  State.  The  domain 
henj  purchased  was  ample,  —  some  2,300  acres;  the  location 
was  healthy,  and  there  was  alnindance  of  wood  and  water. 
But  the  sod  was  stony  and  ]>oor;  the  altitude  was  such  tliat 
there  WHS  a  lieavy  frost  on  the  4th  of  Julv,  1844;  the  mem- 
bers Were  geuemliy  very  poor,  and  in  j.mkI  part  inellii-ient 
also;  and  the  crops  harvested  were  slender  enough.  I  tliink 
"Sylvania"  was  founded  early  in  1843,  and  ^ve  \\\)  the 
ghost  —  haviii<_5  little  else  to  give  up  —  sometime  in  1845. 
Its  domain  returned  U)  the  seller  or  his  assiLnis,  in  satisfaction 
of  his  mortgage,  and  its  movables  nearly  or  q.uite  paid  its 
debts,  leaving  its  stock  a  total  loss. 
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Hie  "Ncortli  AmBriflMi  Phakax"  liad  more  vilalily  end  a 
better  locetioiL  Hie  nneleiu  of  its'  membenilup  ms  formed 
in  Mbtaij,  Hhao^  it  drew  aesoeiateB  from  every  (^uaiter. 
Sevml  of  them  were  capable  mechaoica,  traders,  and  fianneEB. 
It  located  in  Sbrewebiiiy,  Monmoath  CSoonty,  N.  J.,  five 
milee  from  the  dock  at  Bed  Bank,  on  a  from  <^  673  aere8» 
oiigiiially  good  knd,  hat  worn  out  by  meet  improvident, 
tlinflleaB  cuItLvation,  ao  that  it  was  bought  for  less  than  $23 
per  acre,  which  was  its  fidl  value.  But  there  was  an  ample 
bed  of  mail  m  its  eastern  border,  considerable  timber  along 
Ha  creeha,  two  or  three  very  dilapidated  ton  buildings,  and 
a  fern  Jaigd,  dd  apple-trees,  which  were  just  better  than  nona 
Hoe  we  few,  but  lealous,  Aasodationirts  of  New  York  and 
its  vicinity  for  a  time  oonoentrated  our  means  and  our 
eflfarts ;  eadi  eubacrihing  freely  to  the  capital,  and  then  aiding 
the  enteEpiae  by  loans  to  nearly  an  equal  amount  I  think 
tlie  capital  ultimately  invested  here  (loans  included)  was  fully 
$  100,000,  or  about  one  fourth  the  amotint  there  should  have 
"been.  By  means  thereof,  a  capacious  wooden  dwelling,  one 
or  two  bams,  and  a  fruit-house  were  erected,  thousands  of 
loadB  of  marl  dug  and  apj^lied  to  the  land,  larpfe  orchards  were 
plaiitt^d  and  nmred  to  maturity,  and  a  mile  sipiare  of  sterile, 
exhausted  land  converted  into  a  thrit"ty  and  productive  do- 
main. Tlic  exj)eriment  was  finally  aluindoned,  on  the  heel 
(A'  a  heavy  L»ss  H..>i.tined  in  the  i^uiiiiULT  of"  OUT  fruit-house, 
wiiiclu  witli  snnie  other  set-backs,  di.scouraL:cd  some  of  the 
besta.->'K  iates.  and  caused  them  to  favor  a  <Iissolution.  There 
was  no  jK-cuniary  failure,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the 
term.  Tiie  i*r(  tjierty  was  sold  out  at  auction,  —  the  dtimain 
in  tracts  of  ten  to  eisrhty  acres,  —  and,  tliough  it  brought  not 
more  tlian  two  tliird';  of  its  cash  value,  every  drht  was  paid, 
and  each  stockholder  received  back  about  Go  i>er  cent,  of  his 
in^e-^nlent  with  interest.  I  reckon  that  not  mnnv  stock- 
holders  in  ^'old-mines  ()r  oil-wells  can  show  a  better  result. 
(I  can  speak  of  gold-mines  from  personal  experience;  oil- 
well's —  l>eing  ohler  when  they  came  into  vo;jrue  —  T  have 
careiuily  kept  out  of.)   As  I  recollect,  the  "  North  American 
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FMtux*  was  Hoimdtd  in  1848,  iiMl  vomd  vp  ftbont  1860, 

Iti  nmns  bad  bean  latg^,  itemoi  and  wanaB,  in  tha  avange^ 
am  capable  and  devutod,  tban  tboae  of  any  mal;  if  ifc  ooold 
not  live,  tbeie  was  no  hope  for  any  of  tiienL 

A  seiuras  obafeacfe  to  the  aueoeas  of  any  SodaUrt  'ezperi- 
ment  moat  alwi^  be  oonfiponted.  I  aUnde  to  the  Idnd  of 
penons  wbo  are  natmalljr  attraeted  to  it  Along  with  many 
noble  and  lofty  aonli,  whoae  impukea  am  pmeljr  phiknthropic, 
and  wbo  aie  willing  to  kbor  andsnfiar  lepioach  for  any  eanaa 
ihat  pramiaee  to  benalit  numlfind,  tiieie  thiong  acona  of 
whom  the  worU  is  quite  woithy, — the  eonceited,  the  ciotohe^, 
the  aelfish,  the  headatrong,  the  pugni^ciona»  tiie  unappreciated, 
th«  played-out,  the  idle,  and  the  good-fbiMiothing  generally ; 
•who^  finding  .themeehea  utle%  out  of  plaoe  and  at  a  diacounft 
in  the  woild  aa  it  ia,  lashly  oondnde  that  they  aie  exactly 
fitted  for  the  world  aa  it  ought  to  be^  Ihcee  may  have  &Ued 
•  a^n  and  again,  and  be^  protoated  at  every  bank  to  whidi 
th0y  have  been  presetited ;  yet  they  are  aare  to  jump  into  any 
new  movement,  as  if  they  had  been  bom  expressly  to  super- 
intend and  direct  it,  though  they  are  morally  certain  to  ruin 
whatever  they  lay  their  hands  on.  Destitute  (jf  iiieans,  of 
practical  ability,  of  prudence,  tact,  and  coiiiiiion  sonse,  tliey 
liave  such  a  wealth  of  assurauce  ami  ot'self-contidenee  that  they 
chitcli  tlie  res|K)nsililc  positions,  whicli  tlie  capahk*  and  wfjrthv 
iiiodeslly  slu.nk  from:  so  n'sponsil)ilities  that  would  tax  tlie 
ablest  are  mistakenly  <levolved  on  the  blindest  and  least  tit 
Ma n\  an  experiment  is  thus  wrecked,  when,  engineered  by 
its  best  members,  it  might  have  succeeded.  T  jnd[»e  not  Avbat 
may  be  dune  and  borne  by  a  mature,  thoroughly  organized 
Association  ;  but  a  pioneer,  half- tied i»ed  experiment  —  lacking 
means,  e.\i)erient  e,  edifices,  everythintj:  —  can  bear  no  extra 
weight,  l)ut  n(*(»(ls  to  be  com])o.se(l  of,  and  dir<?ctiMi  by,  moi^ 
efficient,  devoted,  self-sn enticing  men  and  women. 

That  there  liavf  I  ceii  —  nny,  are — ^ decided  successes  in 
practical  Soeialism,  is  undeniable  ;  but  they  all  have  that 
Communistic  basis  which,  aeema  to  me  irrational,  and  calon- 
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lated  to  prove  fatal.  I  cannot  cf)ncLnve  it  jnst,  that  an  asso- 
ciate who  invests  S  100,000  sh(Mil«l  stand  on  an  eciual  footing, 
so  fax  as  property  is  concerncii,  witli  one  who  brings  nothing 
to  the  common  fund  ;  nor  can  1  sec  wliv  an  ini^enious,  efficient 
mechanic,  wliose  services  are  worth  $  5  per  day,  sliould  receive 
no  more  of  the  annual  pnxluct  than  an  ignorant  ditcher,  who 
cmi  at  hest  earn  but  ^'2  per  day.  To  my  minel,  every  one  is 
fairly  entitled  to  what  he  ha.s  earned,  and  to  what  he  shull 
eain,  uuless  he  chooses  to  bestow  it  on  some  one  else  ;  and  I 
hold,  with  Fourier,  that  Communism  must  destitiy  individual 
lilHaty.  Ci-edit  me  on  the  books  with  what  I  invested,  and 
wliat  i  have  since  earned  or  otherwise  added  to  the  common 
wealth;  imd,  if  I  choose  to  spend  my  day  witli  a  visiting 
friend,  or  go  olf  for  a  week's  fishing,  it  is  no  one's  busiuess 
but  my  own  liut,  say  that  all  we  have  and  all  mc  make  are 
common  pn)|)erty,  wherein  each  has  rightfully  an  e(pud  in- 
terest, and  1  sliall  feel  morally  bound  to  do  my  share  of  the 
work,  and  shall  be  dissatisfied  when  others  yndpalily  do  less 
than  I  do.  Ileuce,  1  can  easily  account  for  the  faihii^  of 
Communism,  —  at  New  Harmony,  and  in  several  other  ex[)eri- 
ments ;  T  cann(jt  so  ejusily  account  for  its  successes.  Yet  the 
fact  stares  us  in  the  face,  that,  while  liendr^s  of  iMuks  ami 
factories,  and  tliou.sands  of  mercantile  concerns  managed  l)y 
shn^wd,  strong  men,  liave  gone  into  bankruptcy  and  jierished, 
Shaker  Communities,  estalilished  more  tliau  sixty  yeai-s  jigo, 
npm  a  hnmn  of  little  property  and  less  worldly  wisdom,  are 
living  !ind  prosj)eroiiR  t-o-day.  Ami  their  experience  hiis  Iteen 
imitat<Hl  Ijy  the  (ierman  Communities  at  Economy,  Pa.,  Zoar, 
Ohio,  the  Society  of  Kl>enezer,  &c.,  &0.  Theory,  howevef 
plausi1>l(>,  must  res]>ect  tlie  facts. 

I  once  visited  the  Society  of  EIh  iif/*  r,  when  it  was  h>?vited 
on  lands  seven  miles  from  Ijuflalo,  not  long  before  sui  itnideied' 
bv  the  Tonawanda  Indians.  The  members  wei-e  nearlv  all 
Prusi^sians,  led  by  a  rich  nobleman,  who  had  invested  his  all  • 
in  the  common  fund,  and  led  his  followers  to  this  country, 
wiiere  they  tii-st  located  near  IhdValo  as  afoivsaid,  but  have 
since  sold,  and  migrated  to  cheaper  land,  away  from  any  great 
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cih'.  in  Towa.  I  did  uot  see  tlie  "  liead  eontrf."  Lvit  tlio  second 
Kiaji  was  from  the  Zoar  Community,  and  I  liad  a  tree  talk 
with  him,  part  »»f  wliicli  (in  snhstancr)  is  worth  recuUing:— 

"What  do  you  do  with  la/y  jh.'oJ)1l'  T'  1  imiuircd. 

**We  have  none,"  he  pronij)tly  n'j»lied.  "Wo  liavt-  otten 
disciplined  memhera  l\)r  woikinjL,'  tou  haid  aud  too  long;  for, 
whatever  th*-  w<irld  may  think  of  us,  we  profess  to  Ik*  asso- 
eiuted  for  spirit Uiil  edilicai,i«»u,  not  t«.'ni|Mtral  <^ain  ;  and  we  do 
not  desire  our  people  to  become  abi>orbed  in  drudgery  and 
money-getting." 

"Yes,  T  nnderstand."  I  jxirsisted;  "but  suppose  you  had  a 
lazy  meini  .  1  lu>w  v^ould  you  treat  him?  How  docs  your 
discipline  ]>io\  ide  foi-  the  possible  contingency  of  lus  attaining 
to  the  memlMM'shi]!  of  your  l»(>dy  ?** 

*In  t!ii.T  Way  only  :  \vc  are  a  brotherliood  and  sisterhood 
for  spiritual,  uot  temporal,  ends.  Our  tenij)oral  relations  are 
a  consequence  of  our  sj^iritual  union.  For  spiritual  j^rowth 
and  iiiipiovement,  we  are  diwded  into  foui*  chisses,  atcordLDg 
to  our  presumed  religious  advaucemeut  respect  i\  ely.  If  then, 
a  member  of  the  fourth  'hiL'hest)  class  were  to  e\  ince  a  lazy, 
shirking  disposition,  lie  would,  alter  some  private  admonition, 
be  reported  by  tliat  class  to  the  next  general  meeting,  as  nut 
sulficiently  developt'«l,  or  endued  with  Divine  ".(race,  for  that 
class;  and,  on  tliat  n*j>ort,  lie  would  l>e  reduced  to  th<'  third 
class.  If,  afl^r  <iue  i)rohatinn,  he  bhuuld  evince  a  slothftil 
spirit  there,  he  would  he  reported  by  Oiai  claii^,  as  he  huil 
been  by  the  hiirher;  and,  on  this  re]>ort,  be  reduced  to  tlie 
necond  class ,  aud,  on  the  report  of  this,  in  like  manner,  to 
the  hrst  or  lowest  class,  —  that  which  includes  young  children 
and  all  wholly  undeveloped  natures.  Theon'tically,  this  would 
be  our  course  ;  wc  knf)W  no  further  or  other  discipline  than 
this:  jiractically,  no  occasion  for  su(di  di.scijdine  has  arisen. 
We  often  discipline  meml)ers  for  working  too  much  or  too 
persistently  ;  never  for  workin^^  too  little." 

I  do  nut  believe  men  uaturall)'  lazy ;  ljut  T  judge  that  they 
prefer  to  receive  the  fair  recompense  of  their  Mbor,  —  to  wt)rk 
for  themselves  aud  those  dear  to  them,  luthei'  than  fur  huu> 
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dreds,  if  not  thousands,  whom  tbey  scaioely  know  by  sight. 
I  believe  in  Association^  or  Cooperatum,  or  whatever  name 
may  be  givesD  to  the  combination  of  many  beads  and  bands 
to  achieTB  a  beneficent  result,  which  is  beyond  the  means  of 
one  or  a  few  of  them ;  for  I  pevceive  that  vast  economies,  and 
vastly  increased  efficiency,  may  thus  be  secured;  I  nject 
Commuiiism  as  at  war  with  one  of  the  strongest  and  most 
Univenal  instincts,— that  which  impels  each  worker  to  pro- 
duce and  save  for  i»i*rtaft1f  and  his  own.  Tet  Beligion  often 
nttkes  practieable  that  which  were  else  impossible^  and  Divine 
Love  triumphs  where  Human  Science  is  baffled.  Thus  I  in- 
toptet  the  past  successes  and  fiulures  of  Socialism. 

Coopetatioii — the  combination  of  some  hundreds  qH  jao* 
duoets  to  dispose  of  their  labor  or  its  finits,  or  ol  oonsumen 
in  like  manner  to  supply  their  common  wants  of  food,  Ac. 
more  economically  and  satisfactorily  than  by  individual  pur- 
chases from  markets,  stalls^  or  stores — is  one-sided,  fiag- 
mentaiy  Association.  Its  advantages  are  signal,  obvious,  im- 
mediate; its  chief  peril  is  the  rascality  of  the  agent,  treasurer, 
or  manager,  whom  it  is  obliged  to  trust  As  it  involves  no 
dteided,  radical  change  of  habits  and  usages,  it  is  destined  to 
achieve  an  early  success,  and  thus  to  pionev  fhrthw  and 
.  move  beneficent  reforms.  It  has  already  won  signal  triumphs 
in  sober,  pmctkal  England;  it  is  winning  the  intellectual' 
assent  of  earnest,  meditative  Germany.  I  shall  be  sorely 
disappointed  if  tlus  Nineteenth  Century  does  not  witness  its 
very  general  adoption  as  a  iiicans  of  reducing  the  cost  and 
increasing  the  comfort  of  the  poor  man's  living.  It  oni^'ht  to 
add  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  the  average  income  of  the  thriitier 
half  of  the  laboring  cla-ss  ;  wliile  its  advantages  are  free  to  all 
with  whom  economy  is  an  object.  And  even  above  its  direct 
a(h  ant*igus  I  prize  the  habits  of  calculation,  of  foresiudit,  of 
saving  which  it  m  calculated  to  foster  and  proni<»te  among 
those  who  accept  its  principle  and  ei^oy  its  mure  material 
blessings. 

With  a  tirm  ^d  deep  religious  basis,  any  Socialistic  Bchenie 
may  succeed,  tl^ugh  vicious  in  oi^gaaization,  and  at  war  with 
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Hnman  Nature,  as  I  tleera  Sliaker  Communism,  and  tlie 
antagonist  or  "Free  Love"  Community  of  Perfectionists  at 
Oneida,  Y.  Witliout  a  basis  of  religious  sym[>atliy  and 
religious  aspiratiou,  it  will  alwiiys  he  dillicult,  though,  I  judge, 
not  ini])o??Rible.  Even  the  followers  of  (  'orat'e,  the  swallowers 
of  his  I'antlieistic  fog,  will  yet  he  l)anded  or  melted  into  com- 
munities,  and  will  endeavor  to  realize  the  exaltation  of  Work 
into  Worship,  with  a  degree  of  success  to  be  measured  hy  the 
indi\  idual  characters  of  the  associates.  And  -every  etiort  to 
achieve  tlirough  Association  a  less  sordid,  fettered,  grovelling 
life,  ^^ill  have  a  positive  value  for  the  iiiture  of  mankind, 
hoM  ever  speedy  and  utter  its  failure.  1  deem  it  impossible 
that  brings  bom  in  the  huts  and  hovels  of  isolated  society, 
feebly,  ineffectively  delving  and  grubbing  through  life  on  the 
few  acr^  immediately  surrounding  each  of  tliem,  sliall  there 
attain  the  full  stature  of  perfect  manhood.  Ihey  aru  dwarfedt 
stunted,  shiivelled,  by  tbeir  petty  avocations  and  shahl  siir« 
roundings,  —  by  the  seeming  necessity  which  constrains  them 
to  bend  tbeir  thoughts  and  energies  to  the  achievement  of 
aanoWy  petty,  paltry  ends.  Our  dwellings,  our  fields,  our 
ftnM»otir  indfutriesi^all  tend  to  belittle  ns;  tl^  edifice  which 
shall  yet  lodge  commedioiiBly  and  agreeably  two  thousand 
peisonsy  giving  each  the  requisite  privacy  and  independence, 
though  as  yet  tmoonst^mctod,  is  not  a  chimera ;  no  more  is 
the  prosecution  of  agiicultuial  and  other  labor  by  large  bandar 
lendered  picturesque  by  nnifonns,  and  inqiired  by  musiQ^ 
That  '*niany  hands  make  light  work**  is  an  old  disooveiy;  it 
flball  yet  be  proved  that  the  combined  efforts  of  many  workem 
make  Labor  efficient  and  ennohluig,  as  well  as  attzactim  la 
modem  sociefy,  all  things  tend  unconseiously  toward  giand* 
oomprshensive,  pervading  refonna  The  steamboat^  the  rail- 
ear,  the  omnibus,  are  but  blind  groping?  toward  an  end  whidh, 
impremeditated,  diaU  yet  be  attained ;  in  the  order  0^  Nature^ 
nothing  ultimately  resists  an  economy;  and  the  sceptical, 
sneering  world  shall  yet  perceive  and  acknowledge  that>  in 
many  important  relations,  and  not  merely  i^one^  "It  is  not 
good  for  Man  to  he  alone." 
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JOHN  TYiy.K  succeeded  General  Ilarrison  in  the  Tiv-i- 
dency.  He  was  calk-d  a  Whig  when  elected  Vice-l'rcs- 
ident;  I  think  he  never  called  himself,  nor  wished  others- 
to  call  him  so,  from  the  day  on  whicli  lie  stepped  into  onr 
dead  President's  shoes.  At  all  events,  lie  contrived  soon  to 
qnnrnd  with  tlie  ^jreat  hody  of  those  wliose  efforts  and  voles 
had  ]»orne  liiin  into  power.  If  he  cried  at  TTarrisinirg  over 
Mr  Hay  s  defeat,  Mr.  Clay's  friends  had  abundant  reason  to 
crv  ev«^r  aft(^rward  over  Tyler's  success  there.  He  vetoed 
the  bill  charterini:  a  new  United  States  Rmk  ;  and,  having  • 
himself  sketclied  tlie  pLm  of  a  sulistitute,  and  i^iven  it  a  name, 
he,  when  Congress  passed  it,  vetoed  that.  He  having  inherited 
General  Harrison's  cabinet,  this  veto  compelled  its  members  to 
resign ;  Mr.  Webster,  as  Secretary  of  State,  lingering  ,for 
^  <nths  after  all  the  rest  had  left ;  bat  he,  too,  had  to  go  at 
last;  and  Mr.  Tyler  stood  forth  an  imbittered,  implacable 
eoemy  of  the  party  which  had  laised  him  from  obscurity  and 
neglect  to  the  pimiacle  of  power.  Men  always  hate  those  ' 
they  have  wronged ;  and  Mr.  Tyler  £urly  detested  those  be 
had  betrayed  Before  he  bad  been  a  year  in  power,  he  was 
in  fall,  tboHigh  covert,  alliance  with  the  Democrats,  and  figur- 
ing for  their  next  Piesidential  nomination.  But  soeh  as  be 
are  often  used,  never  trusted. 

Of  coarse,  the  blighting  of  the  fond  hopte  of  the  Wbigs» 
and  the  transfer  to  tbetr  adversaries  of  the  power  and  patron- 
ege  they  bad  so  ttdooosly  won,  were  diaastroos.  Their  phin- 
der-eeekera  went  over  to  the  adveisaij;  their  &voTite  meas- 
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urea  were  defeated,  and  their  energies  paralyzed :  so  State 
after  State  deserted  their  standard.  New  York,  which  had 
proved  liersclf  Wliig  at  ever}"  State  election  held  inider  Van 
Bureii's  administration,  went  stronj^dy  l)einoeratie  at  tlie  very 
first  held  mider  Tylei"'.s,  and  reinainrd  so  at  the  two  following. 
Two  thirds,  if  not  three  fourths,  of  the  States  were  carried 
against  us  in  the  State  elections  of  1841,  '42,  '43. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1844,  a  ^^llig  National  Convention 
aissemhled  in  Baltimore.  Tlie  \  t  nerahle  Ambrose  Spencer,  of 
Xew  York,  then  nearly  eighty  years  old,  presided.  Henry 
Clay  was  nominated  f<^r  President  without  a  dissenting  voice, 
and  with  lapturous  enthusiasm.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,.of 
New  Jersey,  was,  after  a  spirited  contest,  presented  for  Vice- 
President  The  delegates  separated  in  undoubtiog  confidence 
that  their  choice  would  be  ratified  by  the  people. 

The  Democratic  Convention  met  in  the  same  city  flocm 
afterward.  A  large  nuyoiity  of  the  delegates  had  lieen  ex- 
pressly instructed  to  nominate  Martin  Van  Buren  for  Pres- 
ident, and  fluch  was  the  undoubted  preference  of  the  Demo- 
cratic masses.  But  many  of  the  managing  politicians  had 
other  views.  Some  of  them  had  rival  personal  aspirations; 
and  these  thought  two  chances  for  the  Presidency  enough  for 
one  person,  even  though  he  had  but  once  succeeded.  A  good 
many  were  tired  of  the  New  York  ascendency,  and  eager  for 
a  chatiga  The  question  of  annexing  Texas —  of  whic^  more 
hereafter — had  been  so  manipulated  as  to  render  many 
Southern  politicians  bitterly,  actively  hostile  to  Mr.  Tan 
Buxen,  who  had  taken  ground  adverse  to  annexation  under 
the  existing  circumstances.  Hence,  when  the  Convention 
met,  a  resolve  was  introduced  and  passed  requiring  the  vote 
of  two  tiiirds  of  the  delegates  to  nominate  a  candidate.  Van 
Buien*s  pledged  majority  was  thus  rendered  of  no  avail ;  and 
soon,  as  the  baUotings  progressed,  delegate  after  delegate 
dropped  away  from  him,  until  at  length  his  remaining  and 
earnest  supporteis,  in  order  to  defeat  Cass,  Buchanan,  and 
Woodbniy,  went  over  in  a  body  to  James  K  Folk,  of  *Ten- 
and  nominated  him  on  the  fbrly-fourth  ballot  Silas 
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Wfiglii^  of  Kew  York,  iros  quite  ananimoiiBly  tuined  for 
Yke-Ptesideiit;  but  lie  dedined,  and  Gegige  M.  Dallas,  <^ 
pBDusylvaiua,  yna  set  up  in  luB  stead. 

Mr.  Polk  -W88  a  man  of  moderate  abilities,  feultless  private 
chaiacter,  and  nndeviating  JacksoniBan.  He  bad  briefly  but 
poaiftively  avowed  bimself  an  advocate  of  the  inmiediate  An- 
nexation of  Texas.  He  bad  once  been  chosen  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  once  Governor  of  Tennes^ ; 
being  beaten,  vrhen  be  stood  for  reelection,  by  Colonel  James 
C.  Jones,  the  "Whig  candidate.  The  suggestion  that  such  a 
man,  whose  veiy  name  was  unknown,  up  to  the  hour  of  bis 
nomination,  by  a  majority  of  those  whose  votes  he  must  obtatn 
if  he  were  to  be  elected,  should  be  pitted  against  the  world- 
known  and  admired  Hairy  day,  was  deemed  the  beight  of 
absurdity.  And  not  only  did  multitudes  of  Whigs  deem  the 
nomination  of  Polk  a  virtual  surrender  at  discretion,  but  many 
Bsmocrat^  privately  cherished  a  similar  conviction.  The 
canvass,  which  opened  at  once  with  unusual  spirit  and  deter- 
mination, soon  undeceived  them.  Tet  I  think  I  do  not  eir 
in  stating  that  thousands  supported  Mr.  Polk  who  intended 
only  to  maintain  their  standing  in  the  Democratic  party, 
while  they  neither  expected  nor  wished  to  defeat  Mr.  CSay's 
election. 

The  early  nomination  of  Silas  Wright  for  Governor  of  our 
State  added  immensely  to  Mr.  Polk's  streiigtli.  He  was 
widely  known  as  a  life-long  friend  and  devoted  follower  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  his  refusal  to  \)e  plriced  second  on  the 
Polk  ticket  had  increased  his  popularity  with  those  who  felt 
as  he  did.  It  soon  became  evident  that  the  party  would  be 
subsf  aiitiafly  united  on  its  National  nominees,  —  luiited  rather 
by  their  common  hostility  to  ^fi.  Clay  than  by  Uhmi  devotion 
to  his  competitor.  A  f&w  eminent  New  York  Democrats 
issuecl  what  was  called  a  secret  circular,  advising  their  Mends 
to  vote  for  Polk  and  Dallas,  hut  to  be  careful  to  send  members 
to  Conirross  who  would  oppose  to  the  last  the  Ahir  xation  oi 
Texas.  This  remmmendation  was  not  followed.  Those  Demo- 
onts  who  disliked  Anneration  generally  held  their  peace; 
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Silas  Wright,  in  two  or  more  campaign  apeedhea,  proclaimed 
that  Annexation  should  only  take  place  imder  conditions  that 
gave  Free  Labor  equal  advantages  idth  Slave  from  the  acqui- 
sition. In  the  event,  though  the  repugnance  to  Annexation 
at  the  North  had  been  stzoiig  and  general,  Mr.  Polk  lost  very 
few  Democtatic  votes  on  account  of  it,  though  his  support  of 
the  measnie  was  open  and  unequivocal.  ^Ir.  Cl  iy,  on  the 
other  hand,  though  always  clearly  hostile  to  the  Tyler  or  any 
kindred  project,  —  to  any  scheme  of  immediate,  unconditional 
Annexation  without  the  prior  consent  of  Mexico, — yet  wrote 
several  lettota  on  the  subject  that  served  to  embarrass  his 
fiiends  and  encouiage  his  foes.  He  explained  that  he  did 
not  object  to  An«AY«tiann  becauso  of  Slavery*  which  he  re- 
garded as  temporary,  while  the  acquisition  of  Texas  would  be 
permanent,  and,  uioder  fit  dicumstanoes,  desirable.  These 
letters  were  written  to  two  difG^nt  Mends  in  Alabama,  and 
were*  probably  not  intended  for  publication, — at  all  events^ 
thegr  diould  not  have  been  published.  They  gave  Mr.  Clay's 
cgpponentB  plausible  grounds  for  saying  that  he  was  dissatisfied 
with  his  position  before  the  public,  and  anxious  to  change  it ; 
they  embanassed  his  many  friends  who  did  object  to  Annexa- 
tion on  anti-Slavery  grounds;  and  tiiey  did  not  help  him 
anywhere.  Alabama  and  all  the  planting  States  went  against 
him, — all  but  Geoigia  and  Louisiana  heavily  sa  He  would 
have  been  stronger  with  the  people  if  he  had  stood  on  his 
letter  written  fiKon  Baleigh,  N.  C,  before  his  nomination^ 
which  was  .sufficiently  full  and  ezpUdt  A  candidate  for  a 
high  elective  office  can  hardly  be  too  sparing  of  personal 
manifestoes  and  explanations. 

On  the  other  great  issue  of  the  canvass  —  the  Tariff —  Mr. 
Clay's  position  was  unquestionable.  He  was  for  Protection 
as  a  cardinal  feature  of  a  beneficent  Xatioiml  jmlicy,  and  he 
was  especially  in  favor  of  the  rrotective  Tariif  of  1842,  then 
just  fairly  in  operation,  and  givinf?  profitable  employment  to 
much  hitherto  dorniaiit  labor,  not  only  in  exist4ng  mines, 
furnaces,  factories,  v.tc.,  but  in  opening  new  mines,  and  lu 
erecting  and  lilting  up  many  more  furnaces  and  factories. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BARRY  CLAY. 


163 


Tlie  country  had  unquestionably  been  poor,  it8  industry  par- 
alyzed, its  revenue  deficient,  when  that  Tariff  was  enacted ; 

the  subseqiK'iit  clian^^e  had  been  signal  and  rapid,  and  the 
Whigs  believed  aud  insisted  that  tlie  Protection  and  the  Pros- 
perity stood  to  each  other  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  e fleet 
Our  oppcments,  of  course,  denied  the  reh^tion:  they  could  not 
plausibly  deny  the  facts.  And  their  metropolitan  organ, — 
The  Globe,  —  whieh  issued  a  prospectus  for  cAmpaign  s^l>- 
scribers,  in  which  Protection  and  the  Tariff  were  fiercely  as- 
suk  I,  circulated  in  Pemisyh  ania  a  revised  and  ex[)iirgated 
i^iion,  from  which  the  anti-Tariii'  fulmination  wa;j  carefully 
expunged. 

Xor  was  tliis  the  worst  ^!r.  Polk  had  been  for  years  in 
Con«rTe-^s,  and  had  always  vot4*d  there  against  Protection,  as 
all  Southern  Democrats  had  voted  since  1828.  He  was  m 
iiju  h  a  Free-Trader  in  his  votes  as  Mr.  Calhoun  had  been  ever 
smce  1824.  And  yet  he  was  induced  In*  tlie  exiijencics  of 
the  canvass  in  Pennsylvania  to  write  (or  sign)  the  ibllowiiig 

Columbia,  Tekh,,  Jone  19.  1844. 
0  received  recently  letters  in  reference 

to  my  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  Tariff,  and,  among  othera^ 
joon  of  tiw  10th  nftmio,*  My  opinioas  en  thisflnlgect  have  bem 
.<Aai  ghreD  to  the  poblia  Tliey  aie  to  be  finind  in  my  publio 
mi^aad  mthe  pablic  diaemwtOM  in  which  I  haw  iwrticipatecL  I 
am  m  fimir  dT  a  tariff  for  Teremu^ — suoh  a  one  as  irill  yidd  a 
■dBcMot  amount  to  tha  Trearaiy  to  dflAay  the  efpenaea  of  Ctov- 
mnaity  economMally  admimstered.  In  aiQ  tutiog  the  detaile  of 
aferame  taiiH^  I  hare  heretofore  aanotUmed  audi  modemte  dis* 
ariminating  dntieaaa  would  |Hx>duoe  the  amount  of  revenue  needed^ 
and  at  the  same  tune  affiifd  incidental  protection  to  our  home 
iulaitrf.  I  am  oppoeed  to  a  tariff  for  protection  merely,  aud  not 
foietenneb  Aettnffnpon  these  general  principles,  it  is  well  known 
that  I  gave  my  support  to  the  policy  of  Genersd  Jackson's  admin- 
istratioD  on  this  subject.  I  voted  against  the  tariff  act  of  1828. 
!  Toted  for  the  act  of  1832,  which  contained  modifications  of  some 
of  tl»6  otye(^ioDablo  provisions  of  the  act  of  lti2&   Aa  a  member 
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ci  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mmns  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, I  pmve  my  assent  to  tlio  Ijill  n  poiicd  by  tluvt  committee  in 
December,  18.'tli,  making  fui-thor  nuMlilications  <»f  the  act  of  182H, 
and  iiuikiuL;  also  discriminatiniis  in  the  imjtosition  «tf  the  dtitics 
which  it  i)n>j>ose<l.  That  bill  did  ii'>t  i)as.s,  l)ut  was  8a{>er8tHltxl  by 
the  hill  ioiuim>nly  called  the  Compromibii  iiiil,  for  which  I  voted. 

In  my  judgmout,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  to  extend,  ^ 
far  as  it  may  be  practicable  to  do  so,  by  its  revenue  laws  and  all 
other  iDfliiis  within  Hm  power,  fitir  and  ju^t  proteotioo  to  all  thA 
great  interests  of  t^ie  whole  Union,  emJbraeing  Agriculture,  Mann* 
fteturei,  and  the  Mechanic  Arti^  Conmieroe,  and  NavigatioiL  I 
heartily  approve  the  reaolntionB  upon  this  eul^eet  passed  hj  the 
Bemoanatio  Kational  Gourentioii,  lately  assembled  at  Baltimom 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  dear  sir, 

Tour  ob't  serA 

JoniKKAn,Biq.,PUi«i«Ipliia.  JAim  K.  Pouc 

It  was  impossible  not  to  see  that  this  was  an  elaljorate 
attempt  to  dailvt  ii  counsel  so  as  to  break  the  force  of  the 
Tariif  issue,  which  was  telling  strongly  against  him  wherever 
Protection  was  the  favorite  policy,  and  especially  in  intensely, 
and  all  but  unanimously,  IMotectivc  Pennsylvania.  The  Whi<r<^ 
had  felt  confident  of  carrying  Pennsylvania  on  the  Tiniff 
issue  in  her  State  (October)  election,  and  thereupon  can  yinu% 
not  her  only,  but  New  York  and  other  doubtful  States,  at  tlio 
Preaidentifd  election  in  November;  but  this  letter  enabled 
those  who  saw  fit  ho  insist  that  Polk  was  as  rnnrh  a  Tariff 
man  as  Clay,  and  thereupon  to  oveiride  us  l»y  api)e{ils  to 
Pennsylvania's  Democratic  and  Jackson  ]>i'ppf*ssessions.  A 
remarkably  clever  and  subtle  speech  by  Silas  Wright,  at 
Wat^rtown,  N.  Y.,  aided  this  eflbrt.  Mr.  Wright  had  vot^  d 
in  Congress  tor  both  the  Tariffs  of  1828  and  1842,  -  tlx >  two 
most  Protective  of  any  v\rv  yvt  pns^etl.  \vi  lu'  aiSijiuled  the 
latter,  not  in  principle,  but  in  dclail;  ar<4iiiiiL:  that  it  favoitrd 
the  wrmllen  manufactui-er  at  tin'  exixjusc  ot  tlie  wonl-irwwer, 
by  admitting  cheap,  cnar??e  fcn  i-ju  wool  at  a  l«>\v  rate  <*<  dnty. 
All  our  efFt^rts  to  make  a  distim  t  issue,  arul  obtain  a  ]>opular 
decision  as  butweon  Pxotection  and  1  ree  Trade  iespectively« 
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thus  baffled ;  and,  while  vnxy  Eree-Trader  went  a^^ainst 
—  Gulian  C.  Verplanck  leaving  us  expressly  on  that  groandy 
—  we  lost  the  votes  of  thousands  of  Protectionists,  who  wera 
nnfairly  induced  to  believe  Polk  as  much  a  Protectioiust  aa 
Ckj  ]  A  "  Native  American  "  mavement,  which  had  originat- 
ed In  the  Pall  of  1843  among  the  native  Democrats  of  this 
city,  who  iBYolted  against  what  they  considered  a  monopoly 
of  office  by  our  foreign<bom  population,  had  extended  to,  and 
almost  al  snrl.cd,  tlio  AMiig  voters  of  tlus  and  other  cities, — 
Xt  w  York  siiul  Philadelphia  being  both  swept  by  it  in  the 
i^pm^  of  '44.  Tlie  firi=5t  impresFi(jii  that  Mr.  Clay  would  gain 
more  than  he  would  lose  by  this  side-wind  was  not  justified 
li^  the  result ;  aa  the  Presidential  contest  grew  hotter  and 
hotter,  the  Denuxnatic  Natives  letnnied  to  their  old  standard, 
while  immigiantB  hy  tens  of  tiionaands  were  naturalized  ex- 
peasly  to  vote  agdnsfc  Nativism,  and  all  th^ir  votes  told 
agunafc  us,  as  did  those  of  thousands  moie  who  nianaged  to 
Tote  wtdiout  awaiting  natnralizalion.  Henoe  we  fiuled  to 
eket  our  Ctovemor  ui  Pennsylyania  by  4397  nugcrity, — the 
vote  standing:  Shank,  160,759;  MarklB»  156,352;  and  of 
eoQise  fidlfid  to  cany  the  State  at  the  following  Presidential 
election,  when  Pdk  had  167,535  to  161,203  for  Clay;  and, 
,  ti  FannsylTasia  then  Yoted  on  the  fUdaybefoire  our  election, 
viiidi  eonunenoed  on  the  following  Monday  and  oontinned 
tin  Wednesday  ni^t, — the  weight  of  that  State's  vote  against 
«  iiail  heavily  on  New  York,  and,  by  t)ie  help  of  a  heavy 
^tffl  vote  in  this  city,  barely  carried  her  against  ns;  the 
vote  cast  being :  Polk,  237,588 ;  Clay,  232,482 ;  and  Bimey 
(Abolition),  15,812.  I  think  we  should  have  had  at  least  half 
ef  that  Biniey  vote  for  Gby,  and  made  him  President  (for  he 
eaty  needed  the  vote  of  New  York),  in  spite  of  all  other  draw* 
liadn»  but  for  those  fttal  Alshama  letters.  And  the  result  in 
Michigan  was  likewise  decided  by  the  Iffibmey  vote;  while 
Louisiana  was  lost  by  the  scandalous  "Plaquemine**  ^uds, 
—a  pariah  which  had  given  179  Bemoczatio  to  93  Wliig 
^QleBin'42  giving  1,007  Democratic  to  but  37  Whig  in '44 1 
coming  down  ficom  New  (Means  on  a  steamboal^ 
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and  pooxing  in  their  illegal  ballots  with  scarcely  a  %-leal  of 
decency.  Polk  carried  that  State  by  699  majority ;  and  he 
'  had  970  in  Plaquemmes,  where  he  was  entitled  to  200  at 
most  As  it  was,  wc  carried  for  Mr.  Clay  the  States  of  Ver- 
mont, Massachusett  s,  Eli  ode  Island,  Connecticul^  New  Jer- 
sey, Delawaze,  ^fai  viand,  Ohio,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee,  — 11  in  all*  casting  105  electoral  votes ;  while 
Mr.  Polk's  electors  were  chosen  in  fifteen  States,  casting  17^ 
vcit  "  And,  so  close  was  the  contest  throughout,  that  Mr, 
Clay  had  in  the  whole  T'nion  1,288,533  popular  votes  to 
l,r>27.325  for  Mr.  Polk:  Polk's  majority,  38.792.  Mr.  Bimey 
had  in  all  62.263  yote<^ :  so  that  Mr.  Polk  was  preferred  by  a 
j^uralily,  not  a  majoii^.  of  the  entire  people.  Bat  that  did 
not  aifect  the  feu^t  nor  the  validity  of  his  electbn. 

I  have  admixed  and  trusted  many  statesmen :  I  profonndlj 
loved  Henry  day.  Though  a  slaveholder,  he  was  a  champion 
cf  Gradi|Bl  Bmancipatian  when  Kentacliy  formed  her  first 
State  Constitation  in  his  early  manhood;  and  he  was  openly 
the  same  when  she  came  to  revise  it^  half  a  centoiy  later. 
He  was  a  consovative  in  the  tme  sense  of  that  mnch-^bnaed 
teim:  satisfied  to  hold  hy  the  present  nntil  he  could  see 
dearly  how'  to  exchange  it  for  the  better;  hut  his  was  no 
obstinate,  bigoted  conservatism,  but  sndi  as  became  an  intel- 
ligent and  patriotic  American.  From  his  fiist  entrance  into 
Congress,  he  had  been  a  sealous  and  effective  champion  of 
Internal  Dnpiovements.  the  Protection  of  Home  Indnstiy.  a 
-sonndand  uniform  Kationsl  Cunen<7. — those  leading  fea^ 
tures  of  a  comprehensive,  beneficent  National  policy  which 
commanded  the  f^iUest  assent pf  my  judgment  and  the  beat' 
exertions  of  my  voice  and  pen.  I  loved  him  for  his  genennui 
nature,  his  gallant  bearing,  his  thrilling  eloquence,  and  hia 
life-long  devotion  to  what  I  deemed  our  countz/s  unity,  proe- 
perity.  and  just  renown.  Hence,  from  the  day  of  his  nomina- 
tion in  May  to  that  of  his  defeat  in  November,  I  gave  every 
hour,  every  effort,  eveiy  thought,  to  hia  election.  My  wife 
and  then  surviving  child  (our  third)  spent  the  Summer  at  a 
ftrm-house  in  a  rural  township  of  Massachusetts,  while  1 
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gpe  Iieaii  and  soiil  to  the  oanwB.  I  trarelled  and  apoike 
mncii ;  I  wiote^  I  thinks  an  awage  of  tbiee  eolamns  of  Tiie 
Tribuie  aach  aecnkr  day;  and  I  gave  tiie  randoe  of  the 
faonta  I  OGuld  aave  from  sleep  to  ^ratdung  tiiB  canvaaB,  and 
doing -wihateyer  I  could  to  tender  our  aide  of  it  more  effisctim 
Veiy  often,  I  crept  to  my  Xodging  near  the  offioe  at  2  to  3 
AJi,  with  my  head  ao  heated  by  fourteen  to  aixteen  houiB  of 
meeoBant  reading  and  writing,  that  I  oonld  only  win  sleep  by 
nwana  of  oopiona  afltaatona  from  a  ^ower-hath;  and  these, 
while  they  probably  aaved  me  from  a  dangerona  fever^  brou^t 
ont eaoh  myriads  boils, that — thonghl  did  not  heed  tiiem 
tin  after  the  batHe  was  fought  oot  and  ket — I  waa  covered 
lij  them  for  the  aix  months  enaniqg,  often  fifty  or  aizly  at 
cnoe^  so  that  I  could  contrive  no  position  in  which  to  lest^ 
hot  passed  night  after  night  in  an  easy-chair.  And  these 
anwdcome  viaitofs  letimed  to  plague  me»  though  less  se- 
lei^ly,  throughout  the  following  Winter.  I  have  aoffered  from 
their  kindred  ainoe,  but  never  aa  I  did  from  their  }  uim-^  luxa* 
nance  in  that  Winter  of  '44-45. 

Looking  back  through  almost  a  quarter  of  a  centoiy  on 
tiukt  Clay  canvass  of  1844, 1  say  delibentely  that  it  ahonld 
not  have  been  lost,  —  that  it  rued  not  have  been.  Tnie,  there 
was  much  good  work  done  in  it,  but  not  half  so  much  as  theie 
shoul  I  ]ia\  e  Keii.  I,  for  example,  was  in  the  very  prime  of 
life, —  thirty-three  ye^irs  old,  —  and  knew  how  to  write  for  a 
newspaper;  and  1  jTiiited  iu  that  canvass  one  of  the  most 
effective  daily  political  juurnals  ever  yet  issued.  It  was  sold 
for  two  cents ;  ami  it  had  15,000  daily  subscribers  when  the 
umviss' clased.  Tt  should  liave  liad  100,000  from  tlie  fii-st 
day  onward;  ami  my  Clay  Tribune  —  a  campaign  weekly, 
issued  six  months  for  fifty  cents  — should  have  had  iiot  less 
than  a  ([iiarter  (^f  a  million.  Autl  those  twu  issues,  Avi.soly 
and  ran-tiilly  distrilmted,  could  not  have  failed  to  turn  the 
long-<li  ubtful  scide  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clav's  election.  Of  course, 
I  mpfm  that  . other  effective,  devoted  juurnals  should  also  have 
."^yitemalically  disseminated,  until  every  vott:r  who  could 
aiid  Would  read  a  AMiii^  journal  had  been  supplied  with  oue, 
even  though  he  had  paid  nothing  for  it.   A  quarter  of  a  million 
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Oampaign  Tribunes  would  havo  oort  it  mort  $  125,0 oO ;  aad 
there  were  amgle  bcniees  largely  engaged  in  mining  or  mann- 
fiactuTmg  wlio  were  damaged  more  than  that  amount  hy  Mr. 
Clay's  defeat,  and  the  conseqiient  repeal  of  the  Tariff  of  '42. 
There  should  have  been  %  1,000,000  raised  by  open  subscrip- 
tion during  tlie  week  in  which  Mr.  Clay  was  nominat-ed,  and 
every  dime  of  it  judiciously,  providently  expeiKled  in  tui  nich- 
ing iiiloi  iuution  touching  the  canvass  to  the  vuters  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvani.i.  To  put  a  good,  effi- 
cient journal  into  the  haniLs  uf  (!V«'r\'  voter  wiio  reiui  it 
is  the  true  mode  of  prosecuting  a  political  canviusd;  meetings 
anil  s[)e<  t  lR's  ai-e  well  enough,  but  this  is  ijidijsijensable.  Mr. 
Clay  nii;j:lit  have  been  elected,  if  his  prominent,  earnest  sup- 
porters had  made  the  requisite  exertions  and  sacrifices :  and  I 
cannot  but  bitterly  feel  that  r^i  t  at  nud  lasting  public  calami- 
ties would  thereby  have  l)oen  a  \  (  rtcd. 


Mr.  (  lay,  bora  in  poverty  and  obscurity,  had  not  oven  a 
common-school  edn cation,  and  had  only  a  few  months'  clerk- 
ship in  a  store,  with  a  somewhat  longer  training  in  a  lawyer's 
office,  as  preparation  for  his  great  career.  Tall  in  person, 
thougli  plain  in  features,  graceful  in  manner,  and  at  once 
dignified  and  afiable  in  bearing,  I  tliink  his  fer\'id  pntrintism 
and  thrilling  eloquence  combined  with  decided  natural  abili- 
ties and  a  wide  and  varied  experience  to  render  him  the 
American  more  fitted  to  win  and  enjoy  popularity  than  any 
other  who  has  lived.  That  popularity  he  steadily  achieved 
and  extended  through  the  earlier  half  of  his  long  public  life; 
but  he  was  now  confronted  by  a  poUtical  ocsnbination  well- 
nigh  i^^  in(  ible,  baaed  on  the  potent  personal  strength  of 
General  Jackson ;  and  this  overcame  him.  live  times  pre- 
sented as  a  candidate  for  President,  he  was  always  beaten, — 
twice  in  conventions  of  his  political  associates,  thrice  in  the 
choice  of  electore  by  the  people.  The  careless  reader  of  onr 
history  in  future  centuries  will  scarcely  realise  the  force  of 
his  personal  magnetism,  nor  conceive  how  miUions  <tf  heaita 
glowed  with  sanguine  hopes  of  his  election  to  the  Fkesidency^ 
and  Utterly  lamented  his  and  their  discomfituie. 
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TTTE  year  1840  —  rPTidered  notable  by  the  Harrison  can- 
va8«5i  —  was  sii^imlizL'd  by  spveral  1p<5s  nni«?y  reactions 
anil  uprisings  against  pr»:*s(  ri|>tinn  and  lYmtine.  One  uf  these 
made  itself  niaTnlV'st  in  tJie  appcar.mrc  at  Tio.^ton  of  The  Dial, 
—  tho  quarterly  utterance  of  a  small  Irdteitiity  of  scholar?? 
and  thinkers,  who  had  so  far  outgro^vn  the  recognized  stand- 
art!*'  of  orthodox  opinion  in  theology  and  pliilosophy  as  to  be 
gronpetl,  in  the  vague,  awkward  terminology  of  this  stammer- 
ii^  century,  as  Transcendentalists.  Inexcusably  bad  as  the 
term  is,  it  so  clearly  indicates  an  aspiration,  a  tendency,  as 
contradistinguished  from  a  rcaliiation,  an  acliievement,  that 
it  mar  be  allowed  to  stand.  Those  to  whom  it  was  applied 
liad  alike  transcended  the  preexisting  limitations  of  decorous 
and  allowable  thinking ;  but  they  were  alike  in  little  elsa 
Tlie  chosen  editor  of  this  magpuEme  was  Sabah  Margarsi 
FciXEBy  while  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  and  George  Ripley 
were  announced  as  her  associates.  After  a  time,  Mr.  Emer- 
son became  the  editor^  wi^  his  predecessor  as  his  chief  as- 
sistant but  there  was  in  leality  little  change ;  and,  while 
others  oontributed  to  its  psges,  llie  Dial,  throughout  the  fonr 
or  five  years  of  its  precarioos  existence,  was  chietiy  regarded 
and  valued  as  an  expressicm  and  exponent  of  the  ideas  and 
convictions  of  these  two  rarest,  if  not  ripest,  fruits  of  New 
England's  cnltnie  and  leflection  in  the  middle  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Centoiy.  The  original  editor  was  to  have  been  paid 
%  saLuy  of  two  hondisd  dollars  per  annnm,  had  the  sale  of 
the  work  Jnstified  so  libeial  a  stipend;  bnt  I  believe  it  never 
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did.  AVliat  wad  purposed  by  its  projectors  is  thus  stated  in 
one  of  her  private  letters : — 

"A  perfectlj-  finee  oiigtin  Is  to  be  ofibrad  ftr  tfao  ei^ranuNi  of 
individiiAl  thought  and  chaiacter.  There  are  no  party  measures 
to  be  oairied,  no  particular  standard  to  be  set  up.  A  &ir,  oahn 
tonOt  a  reoognition  of  universal  principles,  will,  1  hope,  pen'ado 
the  essajs  in  eveiy  form.  I  trust  there  wiU  be  a  spirit  neither  of 
dogmatism  nor  of  compromise ;  and  that  this  journal  will  aim,  not 
at  leading  public  opinion,  Init  at  stimulatiiiir  each  man  to  jnd^ 
for  himself,  and  to  think  more  deeply  and  more  nobly,  i>y  Ijetting 

him  see  how  sonio  niind^^       kt'])t  :dive  by  a  wise  si  lf-trnst  

Wo  cannot  show  high  culture,  and  1  doubt  about  vi;:orou.s  thought. 
But  wo  >shall  manifest  free  action  as  far  as  it  ^fxs.  and  u  hiurli  aim. 
It  were  nnu  li  if  a  periodiail  could  be  kej»t  oj>en,  not  to  acconn)lish 
any  outward  object,  but  merely  to  afford  an  avenue  for  what  <if 
liberal  and  calm  thouLrht  uiit^dit  be  originattxl  among  us,  by  the 
wants  of  individual  miudss." 

I  prarame  the  ciiculation  of  The  Dial  neror  reached  two 
thousand  copies,  and  that  it  hardly  avemged  one  thousand. 
Bat  its  influence  and  restilts  are  nowise  measured  by  the 
number  of  its  patrons,  nor  even  of  its  readers.  To  the  *  fit 
audience,  though  few,"  who  had  long  awaited  and  needed  its 
advent,  without  clearly  comprehending  their  need,  it  was  like 
manna  in  the  wilderness  \  and  scores  of  tiiem  found  in  its 
pages  incitement  and  guidance  to  a  noUe  and  beneficent^  even 
though  undistinguiBhed,  career. 

•  *  S.  Mabgabet  Fulleb,  the  eldest  child  of  Timothy  and 
Maigaiet  Ciane  Fuller,  was  bom  at  Gambridgeport,  Mass.,  on 
the  23d  of  May,  1810.  Her  fother  was  a  lawyer  of  hum- 
ble origin,  who  had  risen,  by  force  of  resolution  and  industry, 
to  a  respectable  position  at  the  Boston  bar,  though  he  was  a 
Bepublican,  and  all  the  wealth  and  business  of  that  city  were 
intensely  Federal;  and  he  ultimately  represented  in  Congress, 
for  seveial  tenns,  the  Middlesex  district  adjacent  This  did 
not  increase  his  popularity  nor  his  professional  gains  in  Bos^ 
ton ;  so  that,  when  he  died  of  cholera  (Oct.  2,  1835),  after 
a  life  of  labor  and  frugulLty,  he  left  but  a  narrow  competence 
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to  his  widow  and  laige  ^miUy  of  mainlj  young,  dependent 
children. 

But  that  widow  was  a  woman  of  8i<mal  excellence  of  soul 
and  lift'.  lie  was  well  estabHslietl  in  pnieticL',  and  ninst  have 
been  tea  or  llfteen  ymrs  at  the  bar  when  he  met  lier,  —  a 
young  girl  of  humble  family  and  little  education,  but  of  rare 
beauty,  physical  and  mental;  and,  falling  in  love  with  lu  r  at 
sight,  sought  her  acquaintance,  wooed,  w  un,  and  uiarried  her. 
And,  though  she  never  found  time  for  extensive  study,  her 
natural  refinement  m  as  such  that  the  deficiencies  of  her  edu- 
cation were  seldom  or  never  perceptible. 

llt.r  eMest  daii£?hter  wa.s  too  early  stimulated  to  protracted,  ' 
exctjssive  mentid  labor  by  her  fond,  exaetinfj,  amltitious  fa- 
ther, jiiFtly  ])n>nd  of  her  great  natural  powers,  aud  ignurant 
of  tlic  ril  of  o\  crtaxing  them.  I  have  hearrl  that,  when  but 
eiirht  years  <tld,  she  liad  her  "Ftint"  of  .so  many  Latin  verses 
to  ei>m]>ose  per  day,  ready  to  recite  to  him  on  his  return  to 
their  sultiirban  home  from  his  day's  work  in  the  citv.  This 
may  be  idle  gossip;  I  only  know  that,  wlu-n  I  first  made  her 
acqnnintance,  she  was,  mentally,  the  l)est  instnieted  woman 
in  America;  whde  she  wa*?,  physically,  one  of  th(^  hast  envi- 
able,— -a  prey  to  f?pinal  alllietion,  nervous  disorder,  and  pro- 
tracted, fearfully  tortuiin-:  hcadu  lies.  Those  who  knew  her 
in  early  youth  have  assured  me  that  she  was  tlien  the  picture 
of  rude  health,  —  red -cheeked,  robust,  vigorous,  and  comely, 
il  not  absolutely  beautiful.  Too  much  of  this  was  sacrificed 
to  excessive  study.  Her  near  friend  and  literary  associate, 
Ealph  Waldo  Emerson,  gives  this  account  of  his  first  impres- 
sions of  her  m  ber  early  prime  of  womaiiliood,'tett  yettiB  b&* 
£ate  I  met  her: — 

**I  still  ranember  tho  first  balf-honr  of  Margaret's  oomteimtioiL 
She  was  dm  tiranlT-iiz  yoan  old  She  liad  a  &ioe  and  fhune  that 
voold  indicate  hUaim  and  tenacity  of  life.  She  wae  lather  under 
the  niddla  height ;  her  oomftlexion  wae  ftir,  with  Strang,  flur  hair. 
She  vas  then,  as  alwajs,  oanftinj  and  beoomingly  dreseed,  and  of 
la^-like  sdf-powewioiL  For  the  nsl^  her  ^ppeaianoe  had  noth- 
ing prapoaMBsiq^   Her  ertreme  plainnnMi  a  trick  <f  inocMantly 
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opening  and  dmtthig  lier  eyelidii^  tha  naail  iones  cf  li«r  voioe,  all 
Impelled ;  and  I  aald  to  myself,  '  Wo  ahaU  now  get  fiur.'  It  ia  to 
bo  aaid  that  Ifaigaivt  mado  a  diaagraeablo  fint  impraMioa  on 
moat  pefaoifliy  jpufluding  thoae  who  beoama  aftarward  lier  boat 
finonda,  to  audi  an  oztramo  that  th^  did  not  wiah  to  be  in  the 
aame  room  with  her.  Tbia  iroa  partly  the  effiBOt  of  her  maimen^ 
which  expraaaed  an  oyerweening  aenao  of  po«rer»  and  alight  eateem 
of  othera;  and  partly  the  prqudioe  of  her  ftme.  She  had  a  dan- 
gerona  lepatation  fbr  aatire^  in  addition  to  her  great  aofaolanhipL 
The  men  thought  ahe  carried  too  many  guns,  and  the  women  did 
not  like  one  who  despised  them.  I  believe  1  fancied  her  too  much 
interested  in  personal  history;  and  her  talk  was  a  comedy,  in 
which  dramatic  justice  was  done  to  everybody's  foibles.  I  remem- 
ber that  she  made  me  Xtiw^h.  move  than  I  liked ;  for  I  was,  at  that 
time,  an  morcr  Bcholar  of  ethics,  and  hnd  tasted  the  sweets  of  soli- 
tude and  stoicism,  and  1  found  souiethiug  profaue  in  the  hotirs  of 
amusing  gossip  into  which  sho  drew  me  :  nnd,  when  1  returned  to 
my  Ulu»ry,  had  much  to  think  of  the  cradding  of  thorzis  imder  a 
pot.'* 

Her  beloved  and  lofving  consm,  Bev.  ^SITiHiaia  H.  Oban* 
ning,  in  hia  account  of  a  visit  he' paid  ber,  somewhat  lat- 
er, wben  she  lived  at  Jamaica  Flain^  near  Boatcm,  in  1840, 
says: — 

"As,  leaning  on  one  arm.  she  jxiured  out  her  stream  of  thought, 
turning  now  and  then  her  full  eyes  upon  me  to  sec  whether  I 
caught  her  meaninsr.  there  was  leis\n"e  to  study  her  tlmroufrhly. 
Her  tem|)eranieut  was  predouiinautly  wiiat  the  phy  siologist  would 
call  uervous-sauL,nune ;  and  the  sray  eye,  rich  brown  hair,  and 
light  couipk'xiou,  with  tho  muscul.u  .uid  weU-develoj>ed  frame, 
bespoke  delicacy  balanced  by  vi^'or.  Here  wa^  a  seusitive  yet 
powerful  being,  fit  at  once  for  rapture  or  sustained  effort,  intensely 
aotiTe,  prompt  for  adventura,  firm  for  trial.  She  certainly  had  no 
heauty ;  yet  the  higfa-anAied  dome  of  her  bead,  the  changeAil 
expnauTiMieBa  of  every  feature,  and  her  whole  air  of  mingled  dig- 
nilj  and  impulse,  gare  her  a  commanding  charfo.  Eapedaltf 
eharaoteriatio  were  two  phyaical  traita.  The  first  waa  a  oontiaotioii 
of  the  eyelida  almoat  to  a  point^^a  triek  oaQght  fifom  nearaight- 
odneai, — and  then  a  audden  dilation,  till  the  iria  aeomod  to 
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emit  flxishes,  —  an  effect,  no  doubt,  dependent  on  her  highly 
magnetized  condition.  The  second  was  a  singular  pliancy  of  the 
rertebne  and  muscles  of  the  neck,  enabling  her,  by  a  mere  move- 
ment, to  denote  each  varying  emotion ;  in  moments  of  tenderness, 
or  pensive  feeling,  its  curves  were  swan-like  in  grace  ;  but,  when 
she  was  scornful  or  indignant,  it  contracted,  and  made  swift  turns, 
like  that  of  a  bird  of  prey.  Finally,  in  the  animation,  yet  abandon^ 
of  Margaret's  attitude  and  look,  were  rarely  blended  the  fiery 
course  of  northern,  and  the  soft  languor  of  southern  races.** 


Margaret  Fuller. 


Such  a  woman  could  not  live  idly,  especially  in  diligent, 
practical  New  England,  even  had  she' been  shielded  by  for- 
tune from  the  most  obvious  necessity  for  habitual  industry. 
After  the  completion  of  her  school-day  education,  and  before 
undertaking  the  editorship  of  The  Dial,  she  had  taught  classes 
of  girls  in  her  home,  given  two  years  to  the  conduct  of  a  sem- 
inar}' in  Providence,  R.  I.  (for  which  she  was  never  paid), 
had  translated  (in  1830)  Eckermann's  "  Conversations  with 
Goethe,"  and  in  the  autumn  of  this  year  she  planned  and  an- 
nounced her  most  imique  enterprise,  —  a  series  of  con  versa- 
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lions  Qn  Boston),  for  wmoaL  atify,  wlierein  she  mm  to  take  a 
leading  part;  bnft  every  one  who  attended  wn  xeqused  to 
oontiibiite  according  to  iier  ability,  by  written  essay  or  spoiksa 
word,  as  sbould  be  suggested  or  found  possibleu  Tbe  genetal 
olrject  of  these  conferenoeSy  as  declared  in  her  progiumine,was 
to  8Q|iply  answers  to  these  questions :  "  What  won  we  bom 
to  do  I"  and  "How  shall  we  do  it  f  or  (as  I  think  she  ebe-  « 
where  said), "  to  vindicate  the  lig^t  of  'Woman  to  Hunh;"  by 
showing  tihat  she  can  think  nobly  and  to  good  pmpose;  hut 
life,  literatore,  MythoU^,  Art^  Cultiirei  Beligiop,  weie  lib) 
ersUy  drawn  upon  fSor  material  and  stimnliiB  in  the  pnigrasB 
of  this  most  ardaons  undertsking. 

But  Maigaret  had  higher  qnaMcattons  for  such  a  task  than 
any  other  person  that  America  had  yet  prodnoed,  being  "  the 
beet  talker  since  De  Staet,"  as  I  once  heard  her  c&araoteriaed. 
And,  as  the  ablest  and  most  cultivated  women  in  and  around 
Boston  were  naturally  attracted  to  her  conversations,  and  in- 
cited to  take  pari  in  them,  I  doubt  not  that  tliey  were  more 
interesting  and  profitable  than  any  intellectual  exercises  which 
had  preceded  them ;  and,  while  the  attendance  was  neceesarity^ 
limited, — averaging  less  than  filly  persons,  —  there  are  stin 
many  living  who  gratefully  recall  them  as  the  starting-ppint 
and  incitement  of  a  new  and  nobler  existence.  Yet  an  at- 
tempt by  ^laigaret  to  extend  their  advantages  to  men  proved 
a  fiiilure ;  and,  even  when  repeated  under  the  ^niidance  of  so 
eminent  a  conversationist  as  Mr.  A.  Bronson  Alcoit,  1  judge 
that  no  decided  success  was  achieved. 

In  1839,  .she  had  visited,  with  a  party  of  friends,  what  w:ls 
then  "the  Great  West";  spending  weeks  iu  traveling  the 
prairies  of  Illinois,  as  yet  undefonned  by  fences  und  un vexed 
by  the  plouixh.  Her  observations  and  iuiprc4»iiioii6,  euibadied 
ill  Li  vulumc  entitled  "Summer  on  the  Ljkes"  evinced  an  nn- 
American  ripeness  of  culture,  aiitl  a  synijiathetic  enjuyment 
of  X;iture  in  her  untaiiUMl  luxunance.  V>nt  [he  alternating 
meadow  and  forest  of  that  Itouiiteotm  r<*ijioii  in  its  primitive 
state  evinced  little  of  th(;  rui^Ljcd  wilducss  of  mountain  or 
desert;  and  she  remarked  that  it  seemed  a  reproducUoDf 
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tfaon^  on  a  gig^ntie  aeale,  and  mthont  endoanraB,  of  the 
great  liaxoiiual  damaing  and  paiks  of  Eorope;  so  that  the 
tevaUer  was  constantly  looking  for  the  casUes  and  other  evi- 
denoea  of  hnman  oociiqpatioii  and  eigoymant  which,  it  seamed, 
moat  he  jnat  at  hand.  &]f  a  centmy  henoe^  Tllinolana  will 
read  her  hook,  and  wonder  if  the  region  it  ^ividfy  defiieto  and 
»  deeorihea  can  indeed  he  identical  inth  that  whidi  aiuioimda 
thwn. 

Bat  the  work  Ly  which  ahe  will  he  longest  and  widest 
^nown  fist  :i  1  ijared  in  The  Dial  (1843)  as  "  The  Great  Law- 
soitir  and,  when  afterwaid  e^^Mmded  into  a  eeparate  ToLnme, 
waa  entitled,  *  Woman  in  the  Nineteenth  Centmy."  If  not 
the  dearest  and  most  lexical,  it  was  the  loftiest  and  most 
commanding  assertion  yet  made  of  the  lig^t  of  Woman  to  he 
r^rded  and  treated  aa  an  independent,  intelligent,  rational 
heing,  entitled  to  an  eqnal  Toioe  in  fiaming  and  modifying 
the  laws  she  is  leqnlied  to  ohey,  and  in  controlling  and  dis- 
posing of  the  property  she  has  inherited  or  aided  to  acquire. 
Yet  questions  of  property,  personal  rights,  guardianship  of 
cLildicu,  &C-,  are  but  incidental,  not  esseutiaL    She  says  :  — 

"  Tt  is  the  fault  of  Marriage,  and  df  the  prosetit  rvlutions  ho- 
twef'ii  the  sexo:?.  that  the  wuiium  bek'iias  tu  tlie  m:in,  iiistouil  of 

f'-njiiiii:  ;i  whole  with  liiin  Woman,  aelf  ooiitred,  ^vo^^ld 

nevtr  ho  ahsorhod  hy  any  relation  ;  it  would  only  he  an  exjierieuoe 
to  her,  as  to  Man.  It  is  a  vnlpir  eiror,  that  love  —  (i  love  —  is  to 
Woman  her  whole  cxistcuce  :  she  id^u  'i&  bom  for  Truth  aud  Lovu 
in  their  imiverBal  enecgy.  Would  she  but  assume  her  inheritance, 
MvT  would  not  he  the  only  Tirgin  mother." 

If  you  my  this  is  vague,  mystical,  iiiniieauing,  I  shall  not 
cnnti-idict  you;  1  am  not  arguing  that  Woman's  UTid( ml >ted 
^vrtniLrs  am  to  be  redressed  by  the  concession  ot"  what  Mar- 
garet, or  any  of  her  disciples,  has  claimed  as  Woman's  in- 
herent rights;  1  only  feel  that  hei-s  is  the  ablest,  bravest, 
brrmdest,  asserlion  yet  made  of  what  are  termed  Woman's 
Biudits  ;  and  1  suspect  that  tlie  statement  might  lose  in  force 
by  ;r<uninjj:  in  clearness.  And,  at  all  events,  I  am  coniident 
tltat  tbere  lives  no  man  or  woman  who  would  not  profit  (if 
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be  or  she  has  not  already  profited)  by  a  tfaoQglitfbl  peroeal 

Woman  in  the  Ninetod&th  Century/' 

My  wife,  ha\ai^  spent  much  time  in  and  near  Bofltom,  liad 
tiuae  made.Maxgaret's  acquaintance,  attended  her  oonvetefli- 
taonsy  aooepted  her  leading  ideas ;  and,  desiring  to  eiyoy  her 
Boeieiy  more  intimatelj  and  oootuinoiisly,  Mrs.  G.  pkumed 
and  partly  n^tiated  an  amngement  whereby  her  momtor 
and  Mend  became  an  inmate  of  our  fionily  and  a  irriter  fat 
TheTrilnma 


Up  to  the  dose  of  the  Fnaidential  canTass  in  1844  X  had 
lived  thirteen  years  in  New  York,  and  never  half  a  mile 
ftom  the  City  Hall, — nsually  within  sixty  rods  of  it  The 
newspaper  business  requiring  close  attention,  and  being  whoUj 
prosecuted  "down  town/*  it  seemed,  when  I  onoe  ventured  to 
live  80  fiur  up  as  Broome  Stareet,  that  I  had  strayed  to  an 
inconvenient  distance  from  my  work;  but,  when  the  great 
struggle  was  over,  and  I  the  worst  beaten  man  on  the  conti- 
nent, —  worn  out  by  incessant  anxiety  and  effort,  co\  ered  with 
boils,  and  thoroughly  used  up,  —  I  took  a  long  stride  landward, 
remuN  iiig  lu  a  spacious  old  wooden  house,  built  as  a  country 
or  summer  residence  bv  Isaac  Lawi-ence,  foriauilv  Pix  sitit  iit 
uf  the  United  States  Jiraiu  li  Dank,  but  wliich, since  his  death, 
had  been  neglected,  and  sulferod  to  decay.  It  w  is  located  on 
eight  acres  of  ground,  inchidiiiL;  a  wooded  ravine,  or  dell,  on 
the  Ejist  River,  at  Tmlle  Bay,  iit  arly  ()i>]>osite  the  southern- 
most ])(iiiit  of  lilarkwell's  Ishind,  amid  shade  and  fruit  trees, 
uVtundaut  shrubbery,  ample  garden,  &c, ;  and,  though  now  for 
years  perforated  l»y  streets,  and  in  good  part  <  overed  by  bmld- 
ings,  was  then  so  set  luded  as  to  be  only  rem  lied  hy  a  narrow, 
dcviou?,  private  Iniie,  exceedingly  dark  at  niudit  for  one  aceus- 
(♦Jiurd  to  the  glare  of  gas-laiups ;  the  neurebt  liiL;hway  heiug 
the  old  "  Boston  Road"  at  Forty-ninth  Street ;  while  an  hourly 
stage  on  the  Third  Avenue,  just  heyund,  atforded  our  readiest 
means  of  transit  to  and  irom  the  city  pro])er.  Areiistonied  to 
the  rumble  and  roar  of  earriapes,  the  stilhieas  here  at  niudit 
seemed  at  liist  so  scpulchml,  unearthly^  that  I  found  diiliculty 
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in  sleeping.  Of  the  piac^  itsrlf,  Margaret  —  who  became  on© 
of  onr  household  aoou  affcei  we  took  ponoMgion  •  ■  wrote  thm 

*TUip]M!8,to]iie,0iitim^c]i^^  it  it  so  oompleie^  ib 
Ihfl  OQfimtiy,  and  all  around  is  bo  bold  and  free.  It  Ib  two  niflei 
or  mm  flron  the  thieklj  settled  parts  of  New  Tork,  but  omnibosei 
tnd  eDB  giTo  me  constant  access  to  ilie  eil^ ;  and,  while  I  can 
really  see  what  and  whom  I  wiTI,  I  can  command  time  and  retire- 
ment. Stopy  in^r  on  the  Harlem  Road,  you  enter  a  lane  nearly  a 
{quarter  of  a  miie  long,  and,  en'm^  by  a  snrall  brook  and  pond  that 
locks  in  the  place,  and  ascendinu'  i  sli'-fhtly  rismg  ground,  get  sight 
of  the  house,  which,  old-fUahioncd  mhI  of  mellow  tint,  front;^  on  a 
flower-garden  filled  with  shnil^,  lai-gc  vines,  and  trim  \mj:<  liui  lers. 
On  both  sides  of  the  house  arc  beautiful  ti'ces,  standing  luu-,  full- 
grown,  and  dear.  Passing  Uirough  a  wide  ball,  you  come  out  upon 
a  (MBA  sMdung  the  whole  length  of  the  hoam,  when  one  om 
welk  fai  an  weathen;  end  thenee,  by  a  step  or  twO|  on  a  kwn, 
wtUi  piolimKjtto  iMHMi  of  vookBy  rimibBy  and  tne^  wwAwiiHng 
Hm  Bast  Rher.  Onvel^patbs  lead,  by  t&mnl  tonm,  down  the 
aleep  bank  to  the  watn^  edge^  where,  fmmd  the  toiikj  pointy  • 
mall  bay  curvee,  in  which  boats  arc  lying ;  and,  owing  to  the  ow> 
MOta  and  the  let  of  the  tide^  the  aails  glide  sidelong,  nnnming  to 
greet  the  house  as  they  sweep  by.  The  beauty  here,  seen  h^ 
moonlight,  is  truly  trans|>orting.  X  ei^oj^it  gltotlj^  and  the  |MWi 
i$d  zeoaivea  me  aa  to  a  homeb*' 


We  have  seen  that  the  first  impressions  made  by  ^largaret, 
even  on  those  who  soon  learned  to  admire  lier  most,  were  not 
favorable ;  and  it  waa  decidedly  so  in  my  case.  A  sufferer 
myself,  and  at  timas  scarcely  able  to  ride  to  and  from  tho 
oiiice,  I  yet  did  a  day's  work  each  day,  regardless  of  nerves  or 
moods ;  but  she  had  no  such  capacity  for  incessant  labor.  If 
quantity  only  were  considered,  I  could  easily  %\Tite  ten  columns 
to  her  one  :  indeed,  she  would  only  write  at  all  when  in  the 
vein  ;  and  her  headaches  and  other  infirmities  often  precluded 
all  labor  for  days.    ^leantime,  jxirhaps,  the  intei*est  of  the 

theme  had  evaporated,  or  the  book  to  be  reviewed  had  the 

IS 
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"bloorn  bmslied  from  its  cheek  by  some  rival  joiirnaL  Attend- 
ance  and  care  were  very  needi'ui  to  her ;  she  would  evidently 
have  been  happier  amid  other  and  more  abundant  fomiture 
than  graced  our  dwelling ;  and,  while  nothing  said,  I  £Blt 
ihat  a  richer  and  more  generous  diet  than  ours  would  have 
heen  more  aooordant  with  her  tastes  and  wishes.  Then  I  had 
a  notion  that  strong-sunded  women  should  be  above  the 
weakness  of  fearing  to  go  anywhent,  at  any  time,  alone, — that 
the  sex  would  have  to  emancipate  itself  horn  thraldom  to 
etiquette  and  the  need  of  a  masculine 'arm  in  erossing  a  stvaet 
or  a  room,  before  it  oould  expect  to  fight  its  way  to  the  bar; 
the  bench,  the  juiy-box,  and  the  polls.  Kor  was  T  wholly 
exempt  from  the  vulgar  prejudice  against  female  claimants  of 
functions  hitherto  devolved  only  on  men,  as  mistaking  the 
source  of  their  dissatisfaction.  Her  cousin,  Chanriing,  nai rat- 
ing a  (lay's  couvei"sation  with  her  iu  1840,  delicately  says  :  — 

"  But  the  tragedy  of  Margaret's  history  was  deeper  yet  Behind 
the  poet  was  the  woman,  — the  food  and  relying,  the  heroic  and 
disinterested  woman.  Tlie  very  glow  of  her  poetio  oathuaiaem  was 
but  an  outflush  of  trustful  affection;  the  very  rcstli-^^^nc^  of  her 
intellect  was  the  confession  that  her  heart  had  found  no  home. 
A '  book-worm,'  <a  dilettante,'  a  *  pedant,'  I  had  hoard  her  sneering^y 
ealled;  but  now  it  was  evident  that  her  ••a^i^g  insehsibiltty  was 
Thgin  pride,  and  her  absorption  in  study  the  natural  Tent  of  emo- 
tions whidh  had  met  no  object  worthy  of  life-long  att^ichm^at. 
At  onoc,  many  of  her  peculiaritiea  became  intelligil)le.  Fitfulneei^ 
unlooked-for  changes  of  mood,  misconceptions  of  words  and  actions, 
BufaetitutioQ  of  fiincy  for  &ct,  —  which  had  amioyed  me  during  the 
prerioua  season,  as  inoopsistent  in  a  person  of  such  capacious  juclg< 
ment  and  sustained  self-gomnment,  —  were  now  referred  to  the. 
morbid  influence  of  affisctions  pent  up  to  pr^  upon  thenuMhes.** 

K  T  had  attempted  to  say  tliis,  I  should  have  somehow 
blundered  out  that,  noble  and  great  as  she  was,  a  good  hus- 
band and  two  or  three  bouncin^^  babies  would  have  emanci- 
pated her  from  a  deal  of  cam  and  nonsense. 

Yet  I  very  soon  noted,  even  before  I  was  prepared  to  ratify 
their  judgment,  that  the  women  who  visited  us  to  make  or 
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improve  her  aeyiMntUfioe  aomned  mstiiietively  to  xeoognue 
t&d  deftr  to  hi&t  as  their  supenor  in  thought  and  oultom, 
Some  who  were  her  aeniora*  and  whoae  writings  had  adue?ed 
a     wider  and  more  profitable  popularity  than  hers,  were 

eager  to  sit  at  her  feet,  and  to  listen  to  her  casual  utterances 
as  to  those  of  an  (jincle.  Yet  there  was  no  assumption  of 
precedence,  no  exaction  of  dclcrence,  on  her  part;  for,  though 
BOTiiewhat  stately  and  n^scn^ed  in  the  presence  of  strangers, 
no  one  "thawed  out"  mure  cuiupk't^^ly,  or  was  more  un- 
Etatched  and  cordial  in  manner,  when  snnounded  by  her 
frienfls.  Ult  maunn-'tic  svmy  over  these  was  marvulloiig,  nn- 
accouiitaMe  :  women  who  liad  known  her  but  a  day  rcN  caled 
to  her  the  most  jealously  guarded  secrets  of  their  lives,  seek- 
iDg  her  sympathy  and  coimsel  thereon,  and  were  themselves 
annoyed  at  having  done  so  when  the  magnetism  of  her  pres- 
ence was  withdrawn.  I  judge  that  she  was  the  repositoiy  of 
more  confidences  than  any  contemporary ;  and  I  am  sure  no 
one  had  ever  reason  to  regret'  the  impradent  precipitancy  of 
their  tnist  Nor  were  these  revelations  made  by  tiioae  only 
of  her  own  plane  of  life»  bat  chambemuuds  and  seamstresses 
nnbuidened  their  sools  to  her,  seeking  and  receiving  her 
eoansei;  while  children  firand  her  a  deUghtfid  playmate  and 
a  o^ntal  friend.  My  son  Arthur  (otherwise  '^Fiekie'^,  who 
was  but  ei^ht  months  old  when  she  came  to  us,  learned  to 
"ft  alk  and  to  talk  in  her  society,  and  to  love  and  admire  her 
a.>  fow  but  nearest  relatives  are  ever  loved  and  admired  liy  a 
cliild.  Fur,  as  the  elephant's  trunk  serves  eitlicr  tu  rend  a 
limb  from  the  oak  or  ]nck  up  a  }>in,  so  her  wonderful  range 
of  capacities,  of  experiences,  of  sympathies,  seemed  adapted 
to  every  condition  and  phase  of  humanity.  Siie  iiad  marvel- 
ous jxjwers  of  ]>eraonation  and  mimicry,  and,  had  she  conde- 
scended to  appear  before  the  foot-lights,  would  soon  have  been 
fBoognized  as  the  first  actress  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.  For 
every  effott  to  limit  vice,  ignorance,  and  misery  she  liad  a 
ready,  eager  ear,  and  a  willing  hand;  so  that  her  charities— 
Itige  in  proportion  to  her  slender  means — were  signaOy  en^ 
haaeed  by  the  fitness  and  fuhieas  of  her  wise  and  generous 
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BrivBtolr.  oommended  to  tiioM*iKli0r  tina  hoBnlf  nnr 
olject  cteMrriiig  their  alini.  fibe  hail  onee  ■tteaded,  tnth 
•Iher  ooUe  vom«D»  a  gitiienng  cf  ofatovte  of  their  sex; 
heuDg  aalDBd  how  tiiej  i^peaxed  to  her,  iepbed»  "  Ab  woawn 
like  myadi;  save  that  thejr  are  victims  d  mong  and  tmsfot^ 
tone.**  Ko  project  of  moral  or  toekl  lefiDRii  ever  iiuled  to 
command  her  generous,  cheering  benediction,  even  when  she 
could  not  sliare  the  sanL;uine  hopes  of  its  authors  :  she  trusted 
that  these  might  somehow  bcnulii  tlie^  objects  of  their  self- 
sacrifice,  and  felt  coulident  tliafc  they  must,  at  all  e\  ents,  be 
blest  in  tlieir  own  moral  natures.  I  doubt  that  onr  various 
benevolent  and  reformatory  associations  liatl  ever  before,  or 
have  ever  since,  receiv(>d  such  vnse,  discrimiimtinf;  comuienda' 
tion  to  tlie  favor  of  the  rich,  tliey  did  irom  iier  pen  duxiDg 
her  connection  with  The  Tribune. 

In  closing  her  "  Woman  in  the  Nineteenth  Getktaary,**  not 
long  before  ahe  eame  to  New  Yori^  she  had  aaid: — 

*'I  sUind  in  the  sunny  noon  of  life.  Objects  no  lonc^cr  glitter 
in  the  dews  of  morum^^  neither  are  they  yet  softened  by  the 
shadows  of  evening.  Every  s])ot  is  seen,  every  chabia  revealed. 
Climbing  the  dusty  hill,  some  few  effigies,  that  once  stiX>d  ft)r 
symbols  of  human  destiny,  have  been  broken  ;  those  I  still  ha^-e 
with  me  show  defects  in  this  broad  light^  Yet  enough  is  left,  even 
}oy  experience,  to  point  distmctly  to  the  glories  o(  that  destiny, 
idnty  but  not  to  be  miiteken,  streaks  <^  the  future  day.   I  can  say 

Though  ten  years  had  not  passed  since  licr  fii-st  visit  to  Em- 
eiSon,  at  Conconl,  so  gia}>hically  narrated  hv  him  m  a  reminis- 
cence wherefrom  I  have  already  quoted,  caio  and  suffering  had 
meantime  detracted  much  from  the  lightness  of  her  step,  tha 
buoyancy  of  her  s])irita.  If,  in  any  of  her  varying  moods,  slie 
was  so  gay-hearted  and  mirth -provoking  as  he  there  describes 
her,  I  never  happened  to  be  a  witness ;  but  then  I  was  never 
ao  intimfl.tA  ^jid  aduuied  a  fneud  aa  ha  i>^<?f^mA     an  eacl^ 
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day.  and  remained  to  the  last.  Satirical  she  i  nul  l  still  be, 
on  great  provocation ;  but  she  rarely,  and,  1  judge,  reluctantly, 
^ve  evidence  of  her  eminent  power  to  rehxike  sussuniptiou  or 
meanness  by  caricaturing  or  intensifying  their  unconscious 
exhibition.  Slie  could  bo  juyons,  and  even  merry;  but  her 
usual  manner,  while  with  iis,  w  as  one  of  g^a^'e  thoughtfulness, 
absorption  in  noble  deeds,  and  in  paramoimt  aspirations  and 
efiTorte  to  leave  some  narrow  oomer  of  the  world  somewbii^ 
better  than  she  had  found  it 

I  maj  have  afapoadj  spoken  of  her  qoiok,  eameBt  lympath]^ 
with  hnniaiiity  under  all  diversities  of  temporal  oooditioiv 
her  fm$  penefciaiaoii  of  the  di^giuae  which  sometimBS  aeehs 
to  eoDoeal  the  tnie  Idng  in  the  beggai'a  rage,  and  her  ptofotmd 
i|i]neiatioo  of  noUeiieaB  of  aoi4  whm^ 
,  fnted.  Here  is  an  instance,  fimm  her  newsj.»aper  article  oft 
*  Woman  in  BDverty  * 

**  Tlie  old  woman  was  recommended  as  a  laundress  by  my  friend, 
wliu  long  prized  her.  I  wils  Lmmediiitely  i>tnick  with  the  dig- 
nity and  propriety  of  her  manner.  In  the  depth  of  Winter,  she 
Injiight  herself  the  heavy  baskets  thnmcrh  the  hU[j}*cry  streets ; 
iiid,  when  I  asked  her  why  she  did  not  enijdoy  some  youugei-  j)er- 
•on  to  do  what  wa«  so  entirely  disj)ro|»orti«^ned  to  her  strenirth, 
limply  said,  she  '  lived  alone,  and  could  not  afford  to  hire  an 
emrMi-boy.'  'It  wh-*  hard  fur  herl*  *No;  she  was  fortunate  tii 
beiiig  able  t4J  get  wtn  k,  .it  her  a^,  when  others  coulJ  Jo  it  better. 
Her  frieuds  were  ver)*  good  to  procure  it  fur  her.'  '  H.ui  biie  a 
comfortable  hornet*  *Tolcnil»ly  so;  .she  should  not  need  one 
lonjr.*  *"\V^  Liiiit  a  thouirht  of  joy  to  lierl'  *  Yes  ;  for  she  hoped 
to  see  ^i^'ain  tlic  hubbaud  and  children  horn  whom  she  had  lou|^ 
been  sojxtrated,' 

**  Thus  luuch  in  answer  to  the  questions  ;  but,  at  other  times,  the 
little  she  ^id  was  on  general  topics.  It  was  not  from  her  that  I 
learned  how  the  great  idea  of  Duty  had  held  her  upri^dit  througli  a 
life  of  incessant  toil,  sorrow,  bereavement ;  and  that  not  only  had 
ibe  remained  upright,  but  that  her  character  had  been  constantly 
progreaaive.  Her  latest  act  had  been  to  take  home  a  poor  sick  girl 
vhohad  no  hooae  of  her  owi^  and  eould  not  bear  the  idea  ef  dying 
ia  an  hneptali  aad  maintain  and  nvraa  her  through  the  leal  weeka 
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cfhorlife.   'HereiyengfatirasftiUiis^  MiddiodkOQldiM^ 

to  walk  mooh  longer;  biit»  tlieii»  God  IrouU  provida  ScmAtdjf 

on^t  to  see  to  the  poor  motherkes  gitL* 

"It  wM  not  merely  the  greatness  of  the  sot>  fbr  one  in  snoh  eir- 
OQmsta&oes,  hut  the  qtuet,  matter-of-ooune  way  in  which  it  was 
doDOy  that  showed  the  haUtoal  tone  itf  the  miiM],  and  made  na  M 
that  life  oonld  hardly  do  more  Ibr  a  hmnsn  heing  than  to  mak» 
himor  her  theioeu&otfythat  is  daily  so  deeply  needei^  to  reprasent 
the  right*  to  do  the  plain  ri^t  thing. 

"'God  will  proTide.'^  Yes,  it  is  the  poor  who  feel  themaeWea 
near  to  the  God  of  Lova  Though  He  slay  them,  still  do  th^ 
trust  Him. 

" '  I  hope/ said  I,  to  a  poor  spple-womao,  who  had  been  drawn  on 
to  disclose  a  tale  of  distress  that»  almost  in  the  nrare  hfiaring»  made 
mc  weary  of  life, — 'I  hope  I  may  yet  see  you  in  a  haj^ier  eon> 

dition.' 

" '  With  God  s  help  1  *  she  replied,  with  a  smile  that  a  Raphael 
would  haye  delisted  to  tmnsfcr  to  his  canvas ;  a  Mossrt,  to  strains 
of  angelic  sweetness.  All  her  life  she  had  seoned  an  outcast 
diild  \  still,  she  leaned  upon  a  Father's  love.* 


In  ibe  summer  of  1846, — modifying,  but  not  terminating, 

her  connection  with  The  Tribune,  —  Margaret  left  New  York 
for  Boston,  and,  alicr  a  parting  visit  to  lier  relatives  and  early 
friends,  t^k  passage  thence  (August  1)  fur  Europe.  As  I 
last  siiw  h(^r  on  the  steamboat  that  bore  her  hence,  I  might, 
j)erhaps,  here  bid  her  adieu.  But  my  recollectiuus  of  her  do 
not  cease  with  her  depaituie ;  and  1  feel  that  my  many  young 
readers,  whose  previous  acquaintance  with  her  was  but  a 
valine  tradition,  cannot  choose  that  she  l>e  tlms  abruptly  dis- 
missed from  these  remiuiscences,  but  will  prefer  to  hear  more 
of  the  most  remarkable,  and  in  some  resi^ccts  the  greatest, 
woman  whom  America  has  yet  known.  I  tlierefore  devote 
some  p^es  to  her  subseq^uent  career ;  only  regretting  that  time 
and  space  do  not  serve  to  render  that  career  ampler  justice. 

Leaving  in.  the  company  of  aduuring,  devoted  friends,  who 
welcomed  her  to  the  intimacy  of  their  fiooily  circle,  and  writ- 
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ing  to  Xba  Tnbane  vbenmr  abe  (too  seldom)  found  topics 
of  inteiert  that  didnot  tsemsb  iipoii  her  defe^^ 
tities  of  sodal  mtaroonxse^  she  first  travmed  Great  Britain; 
meeting  and  ooimising  Wotdaworth,  Joanna  BaiUie,  Do 
(Jnincej,  Oa^^  Mmnani,  Br.  Chakofin^  the  Howitto»  and 
many  other  odeliritieBr — moat  of  whom  have  since  passed 
away, — thence  crossing  to  France,  where  she  met  Geovge 
Sand,  Btenger,  La  Mennais,  saw  Kschel  act,  and  listened  to 
a  lecture  \ff  Araga  The  next  Spring  (1847),  she,  with  her 
party,  sped  to  Italy ;  coasting  to  Naples,  and  thence  returning 
L  i-^uiuly  to  ]!oiiie,  \vlieie  Tins  IX.  had  just  l)een  made  Po])c, 
aiiii  liad  si^'iializod  liis  accession  by  wonLs  of  sympatliy  and 
ciiccr  for  the  asjiirati(His  to  freedom  of  dowu-trodden  millions, 
which  he  has  long  since  recant^'d,  l»ut  they  refuse  to  forget. 
Passing  thence  hy  Florence,  Bologna,  liavenna,  lu  Venice, 
she  there  ]>arte<l  with  the  friends  who  liad  thus  far  been  lier 
companions  in  travel,  —  they  crossing  tlie  Alps  on  their  home- 
ward way;  while  she  —  fuUy  identilied  with  the  new-bom 
ho])es  of  Italy  —  had  decided  to  remain.  After  hastily  visit- 
ing Yicenza^  Veron%  Maataa»  Brescia,  Ionian,  the  lakes  Garda» 
3£aggiore,  and  Como,  and  spend hig  a  few  da3rs  in  southern 
Switseriandy  she  returned,  viM  Milan  and  Rorence,  to  Eome^ 
angnat  "city  of  the  sou],*'  which  she  had  choaen  for  her  futuze 
home,  and  whence  abe  wrote  (Deoember  20)  to  her  fiiend 
Emenon: — 

I  find  how  true  was  the  hope  that  always  drew  me  toward 
Europe.  It  wai  no  taUrn  instinct  that  said  I  might  here  find  an 
sbno^^iere  to  develop  me  in  ways  that  I  need.  Had  I  only  oome 
ten  yean  eaiHorl  Now,  mf  lifb  must  he  a  ftihm^  io  mndi 
strength  has  been  wasted  on  ahetnetioiM^  idkioh  only  came  beoauae 
I  grew  not  on  the  ri|^t  fltML" 

She  waa  privately  married,  not  long  aft<T  her  nitum  to 
Rome,  to  Giovanni  Angclo  Ossoli,  of  a  noble  but  impoverish^ 
Komau  family.  He  had  caught  the  infection  of  lil)eral  prin- 
ciple from  the  air,  or  trom  her,  —  his  tiiree  brothers  being,  aa 
he  had  been,  in  the  Papal  service,  and  so  remaining  after  the 
Pope  had  disappointed  the  Jiopes  excited  by  his  hmt  words  and 
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Mli  imdar  liie  tiM.  1a  tiie  trcrabloiis  iiiM  then  imihfngnt^ 
xinM  deemed  expedient  to  keep  their  nuurriage  a  diose  secret, 

as  their  only  hope  of  securiii;^  their  share  of  the  patrimony  of 
Ossoli's  recently  deceased  lather ;  and  she  spent  the  ensuing 
Simuner  at  the  little  mountain  village  of  Eieti,  where  her  son 
Angelo  was  bom.  Returning  before  Winter  to  Rome,  she 
became  at  once  a  trusted  counsellor  of  ]\Iazzini  during  the 
brief  but  glniidu^  pm  of  the  Republic;  and,  when  the  city 
was  invested  ami  I  tsiej^ed  b j  a  Fi-ench  army,  she  was  ap- 
pointed dirert'ir  oi'  a  hospital,  and  therein  found  a  sphere  of 
sad,  but  earnest  and  beneficent  activity.  While  thus  ab- 
sorbed in  the  noblest  efforts  in  behalf  of  Italy,  of  Fre^om, 
and  Humanity,  abe  anatched  tune  (Majr  6)  to  send  me  a 
letter  doBciiptm  of  tiie  BitaatuxD^  opeoing^  trampet-toiied,  as 
IoUowb: — 

• 

**  I  wnte  you  &om  barricaded  BomOb  The  mother  of  nations  is 
now  ml  liay  against  them  alL 

^Rome  was  suffiaring  before. 
Tlie  misfortimes  of  other  regions  of  Italy,  the  defeat  at  Novarra^ 
*— pgeeonoMted,  in  hope  to  etrike  the  Is^  blow  at  Italian  inda* 
psodence, — the  Boznnder  and  pahifbl  oondition  of  Genoa;  the 
gBoney  ^ffieolUeti  insnpereldei  unTflni  the  goTonunent  eonid 
eseufo  oonfldeoee  abroad  as  well  as  at  home, — pierented  her 
people  ftem  finding  thai  fboihoU  ftr  which  tiiej  weve  ready.  The 
TsolUationsaf  France  agitated  them;  etill,  they  could  not  eerioin^ 
heli0?e  she  would  ever  aet  the  part  die  hae.  Wemnat  aajFraaoe^ 
hecanasy  thongh  ntanj  honorable  men  have  weahed  thair  handi  ef 
an  abara  In  the  peifidy,  the  Aaaembly  looted  fimda  to  analain  tba 
eoqieditlon  to  C^Tita  Yeoohi^  and  the  natiop,  the  army,  have  sa* 
ym-wMwi  qnleaoentk** 

This  letter  closed  as  follows : — 

**The  Amerioaas  here  ara  not  hi  a  plaaaant  aitoatMWL  Mr.CSaa^ 
tbe  Ohaig^  of  the  United  Statas,  atays  hare  without  lecogniiing 
the  gofanunent  Of  ooune,  he  hol^  no  poaition  at  the  preaanft 
nemant  that  eaa  enable  him  to  aot  ftr  na.  '  Basidea»  it  givea  ns 
pain  that  oar  ooimtry,  whoae  pdi^  it  jaady  b  to  avoid  phjaieal 
InMbrenoa  with  the  affiura  of  Europe,  slwuld  not  use  a  moial 
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IiAnbosi  *^  IhB'^—ib  did-^Amwii  olP  ft  govflmnMiit  no 
Isigar  tolanlile ;  die  iMd  oiftdB  iM»  of  the  nflk^ 

dh0  tfWIifcl  <MI  A0  WlUft  iMflt  M  OVMiVMl    Mf.  BtNh  did  IM  ipMft 

tear  Igr  kis  feady  reeognitkm  «f  a  priaoiple^  M  reprowmted 
fte  n«Mii  Ptofiakmd  OoimiiMnl;  hid  Mr.  Omb  lieea  mt- 
pomrad  to  do  tfie  guaa,  <mr  eomitiy  would  lim  ftofead  noUj,  «id 
il  Ifcttfc  is  moil'tre^  Anmaain  AoMRoa  woold  lunw  ipokn 
to  sattom  tbe  sicfcflned  liopes  of  Emopoaii  DemooiMj.  Bnl  of 
this  man  irhm  I  mita  next  Wlio  knows  what  I  BMjf  bftvo  to 
tdlakoChcrwMkt** 

She  soon  afterward  wrote  (June  6)  to  another  friend  as 

"On  Sunday,  from  our  loggia,  I  witnessed  a  terrible,  a  real 
battle.    It  bqgan  at  four  in  the  morning :  it  lasted  to  the  last 

gleam  of  Ught.  Tlie  musket-fire  was  almost  tinintermitted ;  the 
JX'll  of  the  car^rtnn,  csiiecially  from  St.  Ani^'elo,  most  majestic.  Ab 
all  passed  at  PortA  San  Pancrrizio  and  \'illa  Pamtili,  I  saw  the 
smoke  of  every  discharge,  the  fliush  of  the  Ixiyonets  ;  with  a  glass, 
oocdd  see  the  mev..  The  French  could  not  use  their  heavy  cannoi^ 
being  trs  driven  away  by  the  legions  of  (iarilKddi  and———, 
■when  trying  to  find  j)Ositions  for  theuL  The  loss  on  our  side  is 
about  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded  ;  theirs  must  be  nnich 
greater.    In  one  casino  have  Inv^n  found  seventy  dead  bcHiies  of 

tiieirs  The  cannnn^n,!,.  ,,n  .Mir  side  haci  continued  dav  and 

night  (being  full  moon;  till  tins  ujurning ;  they  seeking  to  advance 
or  take  other  jiositions,  the  Romans  tiriiiL''  on  theia.  The  French 
throw  nxkets  into  the  town;  ope  burst  m  the  court-yard  of  the 
hospital  just  as  I  arrived  there  yesterday,  agitating  th  ' ]  >  nr  suf- 
ferers veiy  much  ;  thej  mid  they  did  not  want  to  die  like  mice  in 
atzap." 

She  mUtrn,  fivs  dijs  lata;  to  her  ftiend  JSaoetrnm  as 

"I  veoohred  your  ktter  amid'the  aomid  of  ^mnnfffuidft  and'miift* 
ketrf.  It  was  a  teiriUe  battle,  ibuglit  hibre  fkom  the  first  till  the 
Iwt  light  of  day.  I  oonld  see  all  its  progress  ftom  my  boloony. 
The  Itsliaiia  Ibught  like  lions.  It  is  a  truly  horoio  spirit  that 
snhnatw  them.  Hisj  make  a  stand  hero  Ibr  honor  and  their 
iig^rtii^  with  litda  ground  for  hope  that  they  oan  resist^  now  they 
aro  hetrayed  fay  Fkanoe^ 
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"Since  the  30th  April,  I  go  almost  .laily  to  the  hoBpitals;  and 
though  1  have  suffered, — for  I  had  no  iU»m  before  how  terrible 
gunahot  wouuds  aud  wound-ferer  arc,  —  yet  I  have  takon  pleasuro, 
and  great  pleasuro,  in  beiug  with  the  meu ;  there  is  scarcely  one 
ytbo  m  not  moved  by  a  noble  Bpiiit  Many,  especiAlly  among  the 
Lombaidi^  an  the  flower  of  the  Italian  youth.  When  they  begin 
to  get  better,  I  eanj  than  books  and  fkmen;  4lie7  read,  and  wa 

'*The  palaee  of  the  Pope^  on  the  Qnidntlp  ii  now  used  fat  con* 
valeeoaiUL  In  thoee  beantiflil  gardens,  I  walk  with  them, — one 
with  his  sUng^  another  with  his  crutch.  The  *gMrdenar  plays  off 
all  his  water-works  for  the  defenders  of  the  oonntiy,  and  ^sthen 

flowers  for  rac,  their  friend. 

'*  I  feel  profoundly  for  Masdm ;  at  moments,  I  am  tempted  to 
say,  'Cursed  with  every  panted  pmyer,'  —  so  cunning  is  the 
deuKHi.  Tie  is  hecomin;^'  the  insjiirin;^  soul  of  his  people.  He 
8JIW  liouie,  to  wliit  h  all  his  hupe^i  thn)U^^h  life  tended,  for  the  fii-st 
tiuie  as  a  Roman  citizen,  and  to  become  iii  a  few  days  it.s  ruler. 
He  luui  animated,  he  svistains  her  to  a  «j;lui  huis  eftnrt,  which,  if  it 
fails  this  time,  will  nui  m  !he  ai:e.  His  country  will  be  free.  Yet 
to  mu  it  would  be  so  dreadful  to  caui»e  all  tho  bloodshed,  to  dig  the 
g^vea  of  such  martyrs. 

'^Hien  Borne  is  being  destroyed ;  her  glorious  oaks ;  her  TilUa, 
hannta  of  sscred  beauty,  that  seemed  the  poseeesion  of  the  world 
Ibtever, — the  TiUa  of  Baphael,  the  Yilla  of  Albani,  home  of  Wm- 
kehnann,  and  the  best  expression  of  the  idesl  of  modem  Bone, 
and  so  many  other  sanctuaries  of  beauty, — all  must  perish,  lest 
a  Ibe  should  level  his  musket  ftom  their  shelter.  /  oodd  not» 
oonld  nott 

"  I  know  not,  dear  friend,  whether  I  shall  ever  get  home  across 
that  great  ooean ;  but  here  in  Rome  I  shall  no  longer  wiHli  t<>  live. 
0  Rome,  my  country  !  could  I  inuigine  that  the  triumph  of  wiutt 

T  held  dear  was  to  heap  stich  desolation  on  thy  head  ! 

SjMjakiiig  of  the  itepuhlic  jon  say,  'Do  not  1  wisli  Italy  had 
a  great  man?'  Mazzini  w  a  gr'eat  man.  In  mind,  a  greut  ]>octi(3 
Btat^wnnn ;  in  heart,  a  lover:  in  action,  de-'isive,  and  fnW  of  re- 
sourcch  as  Ceesar.  Dearly  1  love  Mozzini.  He  aimu  in  just  as  I 
had  finished  the  first  letter  to  you.  His  soft,  mdiant  look  makos 
melancholy  music  in  my  soul ;  it  consecrates  my  pt-e:>oiit  Ufo,  that. 
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Bk»  tiie  Migdakiiy  I  imj,  st  tiw  mporteat  hour,  alMd  all  tiia 
cwMocnitoii  oifitmeiit  on  bis  liead.   Than  is  one^  Maodni,  wbo 
tmdentends  thee  mSL;  who  knew  thee  no  leae  when  en  oljeot  of 
popakr  fter,  than  now  of  idobtij;  «d  who^  if  the  pen  be  not  > 
keU  too  leebty,  win  help  posterity  to  know  thee  toa** 

Her  friend,  Mrs.  William  W.  StA>iy,  an  eyewitnesey  wiites 
of  her  in  Uioee  heroic  days  as  follows : — 

"  Night  and  day,  Ifaigaxet  was  oooupied,  and,  widi  the  Prisoess 
[Belgiojoso],  so  ordered  and  disposed  the  hospitals,  that  thefar  eon* 
duet  was  truly  adiniimtale.  AH  the  work  was  skilfullj  diTided,  so 
that  there  was  no  oonfiision  or  huny;  and,  horn,  the  chaotic  oon* 
ditioo  in  which  these  places  had  been  left  by  the  priests^ — who 
{■efioosly  had  change  of  them, — tfa^  brought  them  to  a  state  of 
peilbct  legnhurity  and  disciplinei  Of  money  they  had  veiy  little ; 
and  they  were  obliged  to  give  their  time  and  thou^^ts  in  its  plaosw 
Fram  the  Ameriinans  in  Rome  they  raised  a  subsoription  for  the 
aid  of  the  wounded  of  either  party;  but  beside  this  th^  had 
scsroely  any  means  to  nssu  I  have  walked  tfarou^  the  wards 
wiHi  Ifaigaiet,  and  saw  how  oomftrtiqg  was  her  presence  to  the 
poor  Bolfering  men.  'How  long  will  Signora  stay t'  'When  wiH 
the  Signosa  come  sgainV  they  eagerly  aslced.  For  each  one's 
peculiar  testes  she  had  a  care:  to  <md,  she  caiiied  books;  to 
another,  she  told  the  news  of  the  day;  and  listened  to  anotber^s 
oMepeated  tale  of  wrongs,  as  the  best  STmpiithy  she  coold  give. 
They  raised  themeelves  np  on  thehr  elbows,  to  get  the  last  glimpse 
of  her  as  she  was  going  away.  There  were  some  of  the  sturdy 
ftDows  of  Garibaldi's  Legion  there;  and  to  tliem  she  listened,  as 
thev  spoke  with  deHght  of  their  chief,  of  his  coonge  and  skill ;  for 
he  seemed  to  hare  won  the  hearts  of  his  men  in  a  remazkaUe 

Of  course,  tins  most  iineqnal  stniLi^le  could  liave  Lut  one 
result  Rome,  galLintly  defended  by  the  badly  aniird,  ill-sup- 
plied, motley  host  of  volunteers,  who  had  j:rathered  from  all  Italy 
to  uphold  the  fiag  of  the  Bepublir,  at  last  fell:  the  superiority' 
of  the  French  in  numbers,  in  discipline,  and  in  every  resource, 
being  too  decided  to  leave  mom  for  hopa  Margaret  had 
aooompanied  her  husband  to  the  battery  in  front  of  the  enemy« 
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wlifiro  fan  oonpany  was  stetioiMd  on  tiie  lart  Ofwuiug  of  tii6 
ai^;  bat  the  eaimoiuule  was  not  lenewed,  and  next  iiioT^^ 

Ae  city  surrendered.    Husband  and  wife  hastened  directly^ 
to  Rieti,  where  their  child  Lad  l)eeii  left  at  nui-se  through  the 
storm;  and  whence  she  wrote  her  mother,  saying:— 

"DiABM  MoTRn:  I  raoeiTe<I  yuuf  letifesr  %  few  lioiixB  tMAjcii 
veaoliing  Rome.  like  all  of  yonn,  it  refreshed  me,  and  gm  me 
at  maoii  aatiabetioii  aa  anything  coidd  at  tbat  aad  time.  Ita 
i^fit  ia  of  elnnity,  and  baftta  an  ^ooh  ivlm  nidndnieai  and 
partidy  so  impudently  triiim{ili,  aad  the  beat  blood  of  the  ganenmB 
and  hononUa  ia  poined  oat  like  vatv,  aeemingly  in  "vauL 

**I  <<aanw<*  feU  yon  what  I  aoftnd  to  abwadwi  lihe  wounded  to 
ISbe  oamof  thflbrmeaniM;  to  aee  the  young  nea  that  wwe&it^ 
fill  to  their  Towa  hnntad  ftom  their  honeiy — hnnted  like  wild 
beaata, — denied  a  xeAige  in  ewj  eiTiliied  knd.  Manjofthoao 
I  lomd  annk  to  4ho  bottom  of  the  aan  by  Anafarian  eanoony  or  wiE 
beahot;  othafaarainpenai7,grifll^andaxikL  May  Gk)d  giw  dno 
wanwpenae  far  all  that  baa  been  endmodi 

«^  mind  afeiH  agitated*  aad  my  q^ta  woni  ooi^  I  bafo  not 
ttt  like  witting  to  aiiy  ona  Yet  the  magntflowit  Sonunar  doea 
not  smile  ipiita  in  mhi  fat  mew  Mnoh  ensroiea  in  the  open  aii^ 
firing  muohonmflk  and  lhut»  hnfa  iwuiind  my  hoidth;  and  I 
am  n^flpinip^r  the  hi*bH  of  deep^  wbiah  %  wywiitH  of  nj^iftty  eaa> 
'nonade  m  Home  had  destroyod 

*'BeoeiTing»  a  few  daya  aiaoe,  a  padbst  of  Meaa  feom  lmerim» 
I  opened  them  with  more  feeling  of  hope  and  good  oheer  than  ftr 
a  long  tamo  paeti  Tlio  fimt  woida  that  met  my  eyo  ware  tlieaop  ia 
the  iMmd  of  Mr.  Grseley :  'Ah,  Maigvot!  the  worid  grawa  dtik 
with  ual  JToa  giieva^  fer  Bomo ia  felkn ;  /  moun,  fer  Pibkie  ia 
dead.' 

*^  I  bare  shed  liren  of  tears  orer  the  inexjnmibly  elfeeting 
letter  thna  begun.  One  would  think  I  mi^t  hoTO  booome  fi^ 
miliar  enough  with  images  of  death  and  destmotion ;  yet,  aomo- 
bcrw,  the  imago  of  Pickle's  little  dancing  flgore  lying  stiff  and 
ataric,  between  his  parents,  has  made  me  weep  more  than  all  else. 
Tbere  was  little  hope  he  could  do  justiee  to  himself,  or  lead  a 
happy  Ufe^  in  so  perplexed  a  worid ;  bnt  neTer  was  a  character  of 
siolker  eapaoity^^nevir  a  asoie  channiag  ohikL   To  me^  ho  waa 


Digitized  by  Google 


» 


vilii  MCtli^  frnh^  I  ooold  omr  hum  ftigottMi  whai  1m  wm 
whm  frodi  from  the  tool's  honM^  and  wbat  he  vmt  to  xn«  iriiea  mj 
ml  pined  fir  ^jrmpftthj,  pore  and  uoallojed.  The  three  ohOdran 
I  hm  aean  who  vera  ihireat  in  mj  €ijm,  and  gaTv  moat  Iramaa 
aTtfca  Ibtora^  me  Waldo  (^Bmenonl  Piokie^  Harniaim  ClariDo;-- 
an  sipped  m  the  hod.  Endlen  thought  haa  thia  given  ma,  and  a 
naolTe  to  eeek  the  realisation  of  all  hopes  and  plana  ehewhere; 
^lich  leaolTe  will  weigh  with  me  as  miu^  as  it  can  weigh  befine 
the  aQver  ooid  ia  finallx  looaed.  Till  then,  Burth,  our  mother^ 
aleijB  finds  strange,  unexpected  ways  to  drew  us  back  to  her 
hoscmi, — to  make  vs  seek  anew  a  mrtrimept  which  has  new 
Med  to  eanae  ws  ftequent  wckneaa.** 

Having  aoroewhat  regained  her  health  and  calmness  at 
Sbtty  she  joTimejed  Uience,  with  h«r  hnabind  and  child,  bf 
V  :ia  to  floience,  where  they  were  welcomed  and  dbaend 
hj  the  love  nm]  admiration  of  the  little  AimMrican  ooloay;^«nd 
I7  the  few  JBhtish  libenda  letiduig  iheiieb— the  Broiwniqga 
pnniiiieDtanoiigthenL  HmihfiyflpfliittettiiBiiiDgWiiiln; 
nd  Hkigant  molv  het  buiybj  &t  di6  gnud  novuuient  fiv 
Italiaa  libentty  tad  vauty,  whioh  bad  miacaaied  for  tht 
mnmi,  hot  which  was  still  cheeifliisd  m  millioiiB  of  noUs 
hwals.  With  ensaing  Spring  oune  urgent  manages  from 
her  native  land,  awakiiig,  or  rather  strengthening,  her  natnnd 
longing  to  greet  once  more  the  dear  ones  from  whom  she  had 
DOW  been  four  years  parted;  and  on  the  17th  of  May,  1850, 
they  enil»;irked  in  tlie  hark  KlizahoUi,  Captaiu  Ifanty,  at  Leg- 
horn, for  New  York,  which  they  hoped  to  reach  within  aixty 
day??  at  farthest. 

Mar^^aret's  correspondence  for  the  preceding  nioniii  is  dark- 
ened witli  af)prehensions  and  sinister  forebodinLTH,  "wliicli  were 
destined  to  be  fearfully  justified.  First :  Captain  Hasty  was 
prostrated,  when  a  few  days  on  his  voyage,  by  what  proved 
to  be  conflnemt  small-pox,  whereof  he  died,  despite  his  wife^s 
tenderest  care,  and  his  body  was  consigned  to  the  deep.  Tbm 
Angelo,  Margaret's  child,  was  attacked  by  the  teniUe  diseese, 
end  bis  life  barely  aavedy  after  be  bed  fer  days  been  uttedlf 
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blindy  and  his  reooveiy  seemed  hopeleBS.  So,  after  a  week^a 
detentioa  hy  head  winds  at  (Khtalter,  thqr  &red  on,  nnder 
the  mate's  gaidaaoe,  tmtO»  at  noon  of  July  15,  in  a  tiiick  fog; 
frith  1^  Bontheaat  faieeze,  tiiej  reckoned  themselTea  off  the 
Jersey  coast,  and  headed  noitiieast  for  the  hay  of  New  York, 
which  tlu  y  expected  to  enter  next  morning.  Bat  tiie  erening 
hrought  a  gcdo,  which  steadily  increased  to  a  tempest,  hefoie 
which,  though  nnder  cloee-reefed  sails,  they  were  driven  with 
a  rapidity  of  which  they  were  unconscious,  until,  about  four 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  Elizabeth  struck  heavily  on 
Fire  Iskmil  I^)each,  off  the  south  coast  of  Long  Island,  and  her 
prow  was  driven  harder  and  farther  into  the  sand,  while  her 
freight  of  marble  broke  tlirongh  her  keel,  and  her  stern  was 
gradually  hove  around  by  the  terrible  wavers,  until  she  lay 
broadside  to  their  thundering  s\vee}i,  her  deck  l^eing  ean'('n«Hl 
toward  the  laud,  the  sea  making  a  clear  sweep  over  her  at 
every  sweU. '  The  masts  had  been  promptly  cut  away ;  but 
the  ship  was  abeady  lost,  and  her  inmates  could  only  hope 
to  save  their  own  lives.  Making  their  way  with  great  ditti- 
cnlty  to  the  forecastle,  they  remained  there,  amid  the  war  of 
dements,  nntil  9  A.1L,  when,  as  the  wreck  was  evidently 
abont  to  break  np,  they  resolved  to  attempt  the  perilous  pas- 
sage to  the  desolate  sand-hills  which  were  phiinly  visible  at  a 
distance  of  a  few  hundred  feet ;  and,  ventnzing  npon  a  planl^ 
Mrs.  Hasty,  aided  by  a  seaman  named  Davis,  reached  the  shorei 
But  Maigaiet  and  her  husband  refused  to  be  saved  separately, 
or  without  Iheir  child ;  and  the  cvew  were  directed  to  save 
themselves,  which  most  of  them  did  Still,  some  remained  on 
the  \\Teck,  und  were  persuading  the  passengers  to  trust  them- 
selves to  planks,  when,  at  '^  r.  m.,  a  great  sea  struck  the  fore- 
castle, carrying  away  the  lore  mast,  together  >vith  the  deck 
and  all  upon  it  Two  of  the  crew  saved  themselves  by  swim- 
ming ;  the  steward,  with  Httle  Angelo  in  his  aims,  both  de4id, 
was  washed  ashore  twenty  minutes  later;  but  of  Maigaret 
and  her  husband  nothing  was  cvormnre  seen. 

Just  before  setting  out  on  this  fateful  voya^  she  had  written 
apprehensively  to  a  fiiend  at  home : — 
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"  I  shall  embark  more  composedlj  in  our  merchant«lup ;  pray- 
ing fervently,  indeed,  that  it  may  not  be  my  lot  to  lose  my  boy  at 
sea,  oithor  by  unsolaccd  illness,  or  amid  howling  waves  ;  or,  if  so, 
that  Ossoli.  Angelo,  and  I  may  go  together,  and  that  the  t^n^nah 
may  be  brief." 

So  poased  awa^  the  loftiest^  Inayest  aoid  that  lias  yet  ina- 
clleted  the  form  of  an  Ajnerican  womaiL 


IN  MEMORY 

or  THB 

MABTYBS  TO  HUMA:^i  LIBEBTY, 

WHO  vmLL 

DURING  THB  SIBGB  OF  MAY  AMD  JUNE,  1849^ 

Al 

DEFENDERS  OF  ROME; 

STKRXt.Y  STUrCGI.ING 

AGAIMST  OVS&WHSLMING  NUMBKRS,  AGAUfST  AUPLS  MUlftTIOM^ 

AGAINST  FATBt 

ISIUI  HIGHEST  HOPE  THAT  IN  Til  EM,  LIVING  OR  DEADk  fBR 
SACKED  CAOSE  SHOULD  HOT  BE  DISUOMOSU)  I 

TKBIR  PROUDBST  WISH 

THAT  F&IKDOM'S  CHAMPIONS  THROUGHOUT  THB  WORLD 
MIGHT  UOOCNIZE  THEM  AS  BRSTHItlM, 

NOBLY  DYING 

tRAT  SUtVIVWO  MItXIONS  MAY  DULY  ABHO«  TrXANMY  AND  LOVB  UBnTYl 

Ct-OSINC,  THErR  EVP.S  "JF-KKSEI  Y, 

IN  THE  GENEROUS  FAITH  THAT  RIGHTS  FOR  ALL,  DOMINION  FOR  NONE, 
WILL  SOON  EBVIVIFV  THE  EARTH  BAPTIZED  IN  THEIR  BLOOD. 

STAY,  HEEDLESS  WANDERER  I 

DBTILK  NOT  WITK  U8TLBSS  STEP  THB  ASHES  OF  HBSOttl 

BUT, 

OK  IBB  BBUCS  OFTHB8R  MARTYRS.  SWIAR  A  DBRnR  AND  STBBNIR 

HATBTO  EVERY  FORM  OF  OPPRESSION: 
HKRB  LKARH  TO  FKSL 

A  DBARXR  LOVB  FOR  ALL  WHO  STRtVB  FOR  LIBBRTV  : 

HKKK  nXRATHK  A  PRAYER 

FOB  TUB  SPEEDY  TRIUMPH  OF  EIGHT  OVER  MIGHT,  LIGHT  OVER  NIGHT  J 
AMD  VOR  KOMlPs  FALLCIf  DVyntOSKS, 

THAT  THB  GOt>. OP  THE  orrKFSSFD  and  AhtUCTBD  MAY  HAYS 
THEM  IN  UIS  HOLY  KEEPING. 


"  The;  ncrer  lUl  who  dh 
lB»gMit«B»;  tto Modi MMigraMkflNlr SIM) 

Tbelr  hp.id.«  tn.iy  wdden  In  tho  Tun  ;  their  HsilS 
B«  ■truDg  to  city  gnt«s  »iut  rustle  wullx,  — 
M  Mm  «h*  iplrii  irotkB  ah  n  >a.i . " 

BliMi,  JiwiM  fWMn^  Art  XL  8mm  S. 


XXIII. 

BEGGARS  AND  BORROWERS. 

NEW  YORK  is  the  metropolis  of  beggary.  The  wrecks 
of  incapftcity,  miseilucation,  prodigality,  and  profligacy 
drift  hitlier  fn)m  either  continent,  and  are  finally  stranded  on 
our  shore.  Has  a  pretentious  family  in  Europe  a  member 
who  is  felt  as  a  burden  or  loathed  as  a  disgrace  ?  money  is 
someliow  scraped  together  to  ship  him  off  to  New  York  ;  tak- 
ing good  care  that  there  be  not  enough  to  enable  him  to  ship 
himself  back  again.  Does  a  family  collapse  anj'where  in  the 
interior  or  along  the  coast  of  our  country,  leaving  a  helpless 
widow  and  fatherless  children  to  stniggle  with  difficulties 
utterly  unexpected  and  unprepared  for  ?  though  too  proud  to 
work,  or  even  beg,  where  they  are  known,  they  are  ready 
enough  to  try  their  fortune  and  liide  their  fall  in  this  great 
emporium,  where  they  would  gladly  do  —  if  they  could  get 
it  —  the  very  work  wliich  they  reject  as  degrading  in  the 
home  of  their  by-gone  prosperity  and  consequence.  Though 
living  is  here  most  expensive,  and  only  eminent  skill  or  effi- 
ciency can  justify  migration  hither  on  the  part  of  any  but 
single  young  men,  yet  mechanics  and  laborers  of  very  mod- 
erate ability,  and  even  widows  with  small  children,  hie  hither, 
in  reckless  defiance  of  the  fact  that  myriads  have  done  so 
before  them,  —  at  least  nineteen-twentieths  of  them  only  to 
plunge  thereby  into  deeper,  more  squalid,  hopelass  misery 
than  they  had  previously  known.  Want  is  a  hard  master 
anywhere  ;  but  nowhere  else  are  the  sufferings,  the  woes,  the 
desperation,  of  utter  need  so  trying  as  in  a  great  city  ;  and 
they  are  preeminently  so  in  this  city ;  because  the  multi- 
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piicity  of  liie  destitolie  lieniiiikbB  the  baart  of  charity  and 
prechideB  attention  to  any  one's  wants,  while  each  is  ab- 
sorbed in  his  own  cares  and  efforts  to  such  extent  tluit  he 
knows  nothing  of  the  luML'hbors  who  may  he  starving  to 
death,  with  barely  a  hrick  wall  botween  liim  anil  tlieni. 

The  Ix'gjL'ai-s  of  New  York  comprise  h\it  a  small  pnipnition 
of  its  sutlcivi-s  from  wnnt ;  yet  they  are  at  once  very  numerous 
and  n-niarkaVtly  inii»u*ieat.  One  who  wouM  aceejtt  a  fraiic 
in  Paris,  r»r  a  shilling  in  London,  with  ^niiti.'ful  ac  knowlodg- 
ments,  considers  himself  ill-used  and  insulted  il  you  offer 
Jmn  ien  than  a  dollar  in  New  York.  With  thoiuaiidfl,  beg^ 
^ry  is  a  profession,  whereof  the  rudiments  were  aoqiiired  in 
the  Old  World;  but  experience  and  observation  hanrc  qualified 
them  to  pfomie  it  with  veteran  {ooficiency  and  snooeBS  in  the 
Kew.  Even  oar  native  b^ggaia  hsve  a  boldness  of  aspifatioQ* 
an  indMnty^  of  oonceptuxn^  such  as  the  magnificent  proportiona 
of  oar  lakes  and  vaUeya,  our  moantama  and  piaiiies,  ava 
CilcmlatBd  to  inapue.  I  doubt  that  an  Asiatic  or  European 
beggar  ever  ftankfy  ftvowed  his  intent  to  beg  the  porchase- 
money  of  a  good  ham,  though  some  may  have  invested  their 
gains  thus  laudably ;  but  I  have  been  solicited  by  moro  tlwn 
one  Amerirnn,  who  had  visited  tliis  city  from  points  hundreds 
of  miles  distant,  expressly  and  avuwedly  to  beg  the  means  of 
bimnpr  ft  hnmepte;ul.  1  wish  I  were  certain  that  none  of  these 
Li'l  iiion,'  success  with  others  tlian  with  me. 

Ik';^'^ing  f(jr  cliurches,  for  seminaries,  for  libraries,  ha.s  been 
one  of  our  most  cryin<,'  niusances.  If  there  l»e  two  luindred 
negro  familit  s  li%iTi;z  in  a  city,  they  will  get  up  a  Baptist, 
a  Methodist,  and  perhaps  an  Episcopal  or  Congregational 
Churph ;  and,  being  ^reneially  poor,  l^ey  will  undeitake  to 
build  for  each  a  meetii^-house,  and  support  fi  clergyman,— 
in  good  pait^  of  coarse,  by  bagging, — often  in  distant  citiee. 
A  dozen  bo}'8  attending  a  seminary  will  form  a  libraiy  asso* 
eiation,  or  debatmg  dob,  and  then  levy  on  mankind  in  gen- 
eial  for  the  hooka  they  would  like  to  possess.  Thus,  in  addi- 
tkm  to  our  leaident  mendkancy,  Kew  Toik  is  made  tiie 
cnuaiiig-gioaniji,  the  harve8t-fiekl»  of  the  h^-aoarmg  beggary 
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of  a  whole  contioait;  whilo  our  pranoefy  meicliaiitB,  at  arane 
seasons,  are  waited  upon  hy  more  aolicitois  of  oontribotioiis 
than  pmchaseiB  of  goods.  Henoe^  oar  rich  men  generally 
oomt  and  secnie  a  leputation  for  meanness^  wluoh  may  or 
may  not  he  deseired  in  a  paitienlar  instaaoe,  but  which,  in 
any  case,  is  indispensable  as  a  protection,  like  the  shell  of 
a  tortoise.  Were  tliey  reputed  benevolent  and  frue-hauded, 
tlii'v  would  never  be  allowed  time  to  attend  to  tlieir  Inisiness, 
and  could  not  enjoy  an  houi's  peace  in  the  bosom  of  their 
resftective  families. 

Thtj  chronic  beggars  are  a  bad  lot ;  but  the  systematic  bor- 
rowers are  far  worfse.  What  yuu  give  is  gone,  and  soon  for- 
gotten,—  there  is  tlie  end  of  it.  It  is  presumable  that  yoa 
can  spare,  or  you  would  have  withheld  it.  But  you  lend  (in 
your  greener  days)  with  some  expectation  of  being  repaid; 
hence,  disappointment  and  serious  loss,  —  sometimesy  even 
disgrace, — because  of  your  abused  faith  in  human  natm. 
I  presume  no  year  passes  wherein  the  solvent  Tmsinese  men 
of  this  city  lose  so  little  as  Ten  Millions  of  J>oUarB  borrowed 
of  them,  for  a  fow  hours  or  days,  as  a  momentary  acoommodsr- 
turn,  by  nel^bois  and  acquaintances,  who  wonM  resent  a 
suggested  donbt  of  its  ptonctual  repayment;  yet  who  never 
d(0*  repay  it  I  am  confident  that  good  houses  have  been 
lednc^  to  bankruptcy,  by  these  most  irregular  and  improvi- 
dent loans. 

Worse  still  is  the  habit  of  borrowing  and  lending  among 
clerks  and  youn;^  mechanics.  A  part  of  these  are  ]trovident, 
thrifty,  frugal,  and  m  save  money;  another,  an<l  nnuih  lai^er 
class,  prefer  "  live  as  they  go,"  and  are  constantly  spending 
in  driuk  and  other  dissipation  that  portion  of  their  earnings 
which  they  should  save.  When  I  waf?  a  journe\Tnan,  T  knew 
seA'eral  who  enmcd  more  than  I  did,  hut  who  wure  ah\a\'E 
behind  with  their  board.  Men  of  this  class  are  continually 
borrowing  five  dollars  or  ten  dollars  of  their  frugal  acquaint- 
ances to  invest  in  a  ball,  a  sleigh-ride,  an  ezcnrsion,  a  frolic ; 
and  a  large  proportion  of  these  loans  are  never  repaid.  Mil- 
liomi  of  dollais,  in  the  sggreg^Ae^  are  thus  ttansferred  from 
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tiie  pockets  of  tiie  frngal  to  tlioee  of  the  prodigal;  dspiivuig 
file  ftnaer  <tf  meaiui  they  are  sme  to  need  when  they  come 

to  furnish  a  house  or  undertake  a  business,  and  doing  the  lat- 
ter no  good,  but  rather  confirming  i\wm  in  tlieir  evil  ways. 
Such  lending  should  be  systematically  diiKX>uiitenauceii  aiid 

I  liiite  to  say  an^ihing  that  seems  calciilat^'fl  to  stoel  others 
again-^t  the  jtrayers  of  the  unfortunate  and  necessitous  j  yet 
an  extensive,  protracted  experience  has  led  me  to  the  cnn<-lu- 
sion  tliat  nine  tenths  of  those  who  solicit  loans  of  stninj^era 
or  casual  acquaintances  are  thriftless  vagabonds,  who  will 
never  be  better  off  than  at  jH^sent,  or  scoundrels,  who  would 
not  pay  if  they  wore  abl&    In  hundreds  of  cases,  I  have  been 
importoned  to  lend  from  one  dollar  np  to  ten  dollais^  to  help  a 
fltnmger  who  had  come  to  the  city  on  some  enand  or  otiier,  had 
here  frDen  among  thieves  (who  are  Ux  more  abondant  here 
than  thej  ever  weie  on  the  load  from  Jenualem  to  Jerieho), 
heen  made  drank,  and  plnndered  of  his  last  oent^  and  who 
■eked  .only  enoogh  to  take  him  home,  when  the  money  would 
be  snrelj  and  promptly  retnmed.   Sometimes,  I  have  lent 
die  som  required ;  in  other  cases,  I  have  lefosed  it ;  hnt  I 
eamiot  remember  a  wn^le  indanee  in  which  the  promise  to 
repay  was  made  good.    I  recollect  a  case  wherein  a  capable, 
intelli''ont  Xew-Enjjlaud  mechanic,  on  liis  war  fj*tui  mi  Kast- 
eni  city  to  woik  two  hundred  miles  up  the  "Erw,  Kailroad, 
bon-tjwed  of  me  the  means  of  saving  his  children  from  famine 
on  the  way,  prnmisinir  to  \my  it  out  of  his  first  month*s 
w??cFjt^;  wliieh  lie  took  care  never  to  do.    This  case  diHers 
from  many  othei-s  only  in  that  the  swindler  was  clearly  of  a 
better  class  than  that  from  which  the  great  army  of  borrowers 
is  80  steadily  and  boonteonsly  recruited. 

In  one  instance,  a  young  man  came  with  the  usual  request^ 
and  was  asked  to  state  his  case.  "  I  am  a  clerk  from  New 
Hampshire,"  he  began,  **  and  have  been  for  three  years  em- 
ployed in  Georgia.  At  length,  a  severe  sickness  prostrated 
me ;  I  lost  my  pboe ;  my  money  was  exhausted ;  and  here 
sm  I,  with  wj  inie,  without  a  cent;  and  I  want  to  bonow 
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enoug)!  to  take  ne  honie  to  mj  ikthen^B  houae^  idieii  I  irill 
moely  repay  it"  '*Stninger,'*  iras  the  leqMuise,  "you  ev£* 
dently  cannot  stay  here,  and  I  must  help  you  get  away ;  bat 
why  say  anything  about  paying' me f    Ybu  know,  and  / 

know,  you  will  never  pay  a  cent."  My  visitor  protested 
aud  reiiionstrated ;  but  i  c*)iiviiiced,  if  I  did  not  convert,  1dm. 
•Don't  you  see,"  I  rejoined,  "tliat  you  cannot  liave  been 
three  years  a  clerk  in  a  leading  mercantile  house  m  Geoi^ia 
without  making  the  aenuaintauce  of  merchants  doing  busi- 
ness in  UiLs  city  ?  Now,  if  you  were  a  person  likely  to  pay, 
you  would  apply  tn,  and  obtain  help  from,  those  mercliant^ 
whom  you  know;  not  ask  help  of  me, —  an  utter  stranger." 
He  did  not  admit  the  force  of  my  demonstcatioa ;  but  of 
eouxse  the  sequel  proved  it  ooneci 

I  consider  it  all  but  an  axiom,  that  he  who  asks  a  attanger 
to  lend  him  money  irin  never  pay  it;  yet  I  have  kunm  an 
ezoeption.  Onoe»  when  I  was  exceeding  poor  and  nee^^ 
in  a  seaBon  of  commetdal  revolaion  or  "pamc,"  I  opened  a 
.  ktber  fh>m  Utica,  and  finmd  therein  Uto  doiUan;  which  tiie 
writer  aaked  me  to  lecdye  in  aatisfaction  of  a  loan  of  that 
sum  which  I  had  made  him — a  needy  atiaoger — on  an  oo- 
oaaion  which  he  recalled  to  my  remembrance.  Perplexed  by 
so  unusual  a  message,  and  especially  by  receiving  it  at  such 
a  time,  when  every  one  was  seeking  to  borrow,— no  one 
condeseeuding  to  pay,  —  I  scanned  the  letter  more  closely, 
and  at  length  achieved  a  solution  of  the  problem.  The  writer 
was  a  patient  in  the  State  lunatic  a«^ylimi. 

A  gushing  youth  once  wrote  me  to  this  effect :  — 

Dbab  Sm :  Among  your  liteiaiy  troasnreiy  you  ha^  doubt- 
loss  proBorvod  aereral  autogmphs  of  our  oonntEy'a  late  lamented 
poet,  Edgar  A.  Poe.  If  bo,  and  you  can  spare  one,  pleaae  endoae 
it  to  me,  and  neei've  the  tfaanka  cf  7001*  truly.* 

I  promptly  responded,  aa  fbUows : — 

*'DaAa  Sm :  Among  my  Uteiaiy  treaaurea,  tiiere  happena  to  be 
exactly  om  autograph  of  our  oomitiy^  late  lamented  poet| 
A.  Poa   It  ia  hia  note  of  hand  Ibr  fifty  doDat^  uith  my  indotaa- 
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ment  acrosa  the  hick.  It  csost  mo  exactly  $50.75  (mdiiding^  pro- 
test), and  jou  maj  have  it  for  haii  that  amount.  Yours,  respeot* 
fuUv." 

That  autograph,  I  regret  to  say,  roTnains  on  my  hands,  and 
k  flfcill  for  sale  at  first  cott^  despite  lapse  of  tune,  and  Hie 
deprecaatioa  of  our  currency. 

I  once  received  a  letter  fiom  an  utter  stranger^  liTing  two 
kmidied  miles  away ^  asking  me  to  lend  him  a  latge  nun  on  a 
Burfgage  of  Ida  frnx,  and  eloaii^  thna: — 

**  P.  S.  ^^y  religious  views  ure  radically  <iuta«,'ouist  to  yours ; 
but  I  know  no  nu'inber  of  inv  u\vu  church  of  whom  I  would  so 
readily,  ;uid  with  auch  confideuoe,       such  a  luv^.r,  ii»  of  you." 

This  jxwtscript  impelled  me,  instead  of  dropping  the  letter 
quietly  into  the  waste-baaket^  as  usual,  and  tuning  to  the 
neit  basineM  in  oider,  to  answer  him  as  foUowa: — 

**Siit:  I  huve  neither  the  money  you  aak  for,  nor  the  inclliij. 
(iiin  to  lend  it  on  the  security  you  proffer.  And  your  P.  S, 
prompts  the  suggestion  that,  whenever  I  shall  be  moved  to  seek 
bivon  of  tlie  members  of  some  other  chiu-ch,  rather  than  of  that  to 
vhieh  I  bive  hitherto  adhered,  I  shall  make  haste  to  join  that 
other  church." 

—  I  trust  T  have  liere  said  nothing  calcitlftted  to  stay  the 
hand  or  chill  the  spirit  of  heaven -born  Charity.  The  world 
ii  fall  of  needy,  suffering  ones,  who  richly  deserve  compas- 
tton ;  not  to  speak  of  the  vagianta^  who,  though  undeserving, 
most  not  be  allowed  to  starve  or  freeze.  I  was  struck  with 
the  leaponse  of  a  man  last  ftom  Louis,  who  recently  in- 
Bsted  on  being  helped  on  to  Boston,  which  he  eaid  was  his 
early  home,  and  to  whom  I  imighly  madp  answer, — *'Toa 
need  not  pretend  to  me  that  the  nniveiee  is  hankiapt:  I 
know  better, — know  that  a  man  of  your  natoial  afaUities,  if 
be  only  behaved  himself,  need  not  be  reduced  to  beggary." 
'Well,  sir,"  he  qiiiokly  rejoined,  "  I  don't  pretend  that  I  have 
ahraya  done  the  right  thing,^if  I  did,  you  would  know  beU 
ter, —  all  I  say  i^,  that  I  am  hungry  and  penniless,  and  that, 
if  1  can  only  get  back  to  Boston,  I  can  there  mak^,  a  liviug. 
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That's  my  whole  story.'*  I  felt  that  he  had  the  better  xeesoa 
on  his  side. 

There  must,  there  will,  be  heavy  drafts  made  on  the  sym- 
pathies und  the  means  of  all  who  can  and  wiU  give,  especially 
during  a  lidni,  dull  AVijitur  or  a  "  panic."  Ever}'  prosjKfroiis 
man  should  ask  himf?elf,  "  How  niucli  can  I  afford  to  give  ?" 
and  should  set  apait  from  a  tenth  to  a  tliird  of  his  income  for 
tlie  relief  of  tlie  needy  and  sulfering.  Then  he  should  search 
out  tlie  most  effective  channels  through  which  to  reach  those 
whose  privations  are  greatest,  and  on  whom  }>ri^  ate  aluLs  can 
be  wisely  and  usefully  expended.  There  are  thousands  who 
ought  to  go  to  the  Almshouse  at  once, — /who  will  be  more 
easily  supported  there  than  elsewhere, — and  it  is  no  chanty 
to  squander  your  means  on  these.  A  great  majority  of  the 
destitute  can  be  far  better  dealt  with  by  associations  than  by 
individuals ;  and  of  good  associations  for  philantliropio  pur- 
poses there  is  happily  no  lack  in  any  greet  city.  There  re- 
mains a  scanty  redduum  of  cases  wherein  money  or  food 
must  be  given  at  once»  by  whomsoever  happens  to  he  neatest 
to  the  sufferer;  but  two  thirds  of  those  who  b^  from  door  to 
door,  or  who  write  begging  letters,  an  the  veiy  kst  persons 
who  ought  to  be  given  even  a  shinplaster  dima  And,  as  a 
general  rule,  the  importunity  of  a  beggar  is  in  inverse  ratio  to 
his  deser\  ing,  or  even  to  his  need. 

—  **Tht:u  you  condemn  borrowing  and  lending  entirely?" 

No,  I  do  not.  Many  a  man  knows  huw  to  use,  wisely  and 
beneficently,  means  that  lie  does  TK)t,  while  othei's  do,  possess : 
lending  to  such,  under  proper  saieguards,  is  most  conimend- 
ahle.  Many  a  yotnig  tarmer,  who,  by  working  for  others,  has 
earned  one  thousand  dollars,  and  saved  a  good  part  of  it,  is 
now  prepared  to  work  a  farm  of  his  own.  He  who  lends 
such  a  youth  from  one  thousand  to  two  thousand  doUai8» 
wherewith  to  purchase  a  farm,  taking  a  mortgage  thereon  for 
the  amount^  and  leaving  to  the  youi^  fanner  his  own  well- 
earned  means  wherewith  to  buy  stock  and  seed,  provisions 
and  impkmenti^  wiQ  often  enable  him  to  work  his  way  into 
»  modest  independenoeii  suziounded  and  blessed  by  a  wife  and 
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ohiUzeD* — biiDfldlf  a  nsefol  meiaber  of  eodiefy,  and  a  true 
pillir  of  tiie  State, — when  be  mnst^  but  for  that  loan,  have 
ranatned  yean  longer  single  and  a  hueUng.  So,  a  young' 
mechanic  may  often  be  wiaely  and  aafely  aided  to  establish 
hin^lf  in  business  by  a  timely  and  weU-secnred  loan ;  but 
this  should  never  be  accorded  him  till,  by  years  of  j)atieut, 
frugal  intlustiy,  he  has  {|uahtied  liitaself  for  inasterv,  and 
proved  liiiiLself  worthy  of  trust.  (Of  traders,  there  will  always 
hii  too  uiiiTiv,  thoi^h  none  shoukl  ever  be  able  to  borrow  a 
dollar.)  But  impro%ndent  borrowing  and  lending  are  among 
our  most  ])re\alent  and  Imnefui  errors;  and  1  would  gladly 
<Xiuduoe  to  their  reformation. 

I  hold  that  it  may  sometimes  be  a  duty  to  lend ;  and  yet 
I  judge  that  at  least  nine  of  eveiy  ten  loans  to  the  needy 
zesolt  in  loss  to  the  lender,  with  no  substantial  benefit  to  the 
borrower.  That  the  poor  often  suffer  from  poverty,  I  know; 
but  oftener  from  lack  of  capacity,  skill,  management,  efficiency^ 
than  kek  of  money.  Here  is  an  empty-handed  yoath  who 
wants  nmch,  and  must  have  it;  bnl^  after  the  aatisfoction  of 
his  most  nigent  needs,  he  wants,  above  all  things,  ability  to 
cam  money  and  take  good  care  of  it  He  thinks  his  fini 
want  is  a  loan ;  but  that  is  a  great  mistaka  He  is  liv  move 
certain  to  set  resolutely  to  work  witiiont  than  with  that  pleas- 
ant bat  baneful  accommodation.  Make  up  a  square  issue,  — 
"Work  or  starve]" — and  he  is  quit^  likely  to  choose  work; 
whfle,  provided  he  can  borrow,  he  is  more  likelv  to  dij)  into 
some  sort  of  speculation  or  traffic.  That  he  tlius  almost  in- 
evitably fools  awiiy  liiij  borrowed  money  concerns  only  the 
unwise  lender ;  that  he  is  thereby  continned  in  his  aversion 
to  work,  and  squanders  precious  time  tliat  should  fit  him  for 
decided  usefulness,  is  of  wider  and  greater  consequence.  The 
widow,  tiie  orphan,  the  cripple,  the  invalid,  often  need  alms, 
and  should  have  them;  but  to  the  innumerable  hosts  of 
needy,  would-be  boiToweiB  the  best  xesponse  is  ^^atuie'es^— 
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I KNOW  not  that  the  instinctive  yearning  of  human  beings 
for  dramatic  representations,  and  the  delight  with  which 
these  are  witnessed,  alike  by  cit  and  savage,  may  not  bo  a 
dictate  of  Man's  innate  and  utter  de])nivity,  iTis])ired  l)y  the 
givAt.  niitiior  of  evil;  yet  I  bear  unhesitating  UiisLimuuy  to  its 
exisieuce.  It  is  very  nearly  half  a  century  since  my  father, 
lying  on  a  sick-bed,  and  supposed  to  be  asleep,  was  intensely 
amused,  as  I  afterward  heard  him  relate,  by  witnessing  the 
gambols  of  his  three  younger  children,  —  all  between  eight 
and  thiee  years  old, — who  rudely  recast  into  a  diauuitic  foim 
the  nonsensical  old  song  of  A  &og  he  would  a- wooing  go/* 
and  enacted  it — each  penomating  one  of  the  animftte  men- 
tioned therein  — *  for  thcdr  own  mntniil  delectation ;  enppooiig 
tbat  no  one  eke  was  cognizant  of  the  performance.  I  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  one  of  them  had  ever  heaid  of  a 
theatre  or  play  prior  to  that  nniqne  effort. 

Four  or  five  yeans  later,  after  ve  had  migrated  to  Yennont^ 
what  vniB  called  an  ** exhibition'* — that  is,  a  play — was  set 
on  foot  in  our  Westhaven  school  district,  prompted  by  the 
master,  and  I  was  allotted  a  part  therein.  The  drama  was 
entitled,  I  think,  "  The  Fall  of  Bonaparte,"  and  was  intensely 
saturated  witli  deti\statiun  of  the  great  but  fallen  Corsicau, 
who,  I  believ  e,  was  stiU  diWng,  though  in  reduced  circum- 
stances. I  recollect  tliat  my  jmrt  was  tlwt  <»f  either  (.reneral 
or  ra[>t4iin  Leseuurt  (both  were  in  the  play,  and  I  have  for- 
gotten which  was  mino) ;  I  only  recollect  that  it  was  as  full 
of  execration  of  the  destroyer  of  French  liberty^  the  betrayer 
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of  tin  liopes^if  tiie  vntified  mi]]Hnifl^  as  fir?eii  /ocnild  wish  to 
titter.  I  leooHeet  tiiaft  we  Iiad  sevonl  vecitBtioiis,  and  tliait 
the  pkj  needy  spoiled  our  stadies  for  tihaA  Winter;  bat  I 
cannot  be  eertain  of  the  oonsummalion.  I  believe  ottr  pla j 
WM  pisjred — badlj;  of  eomse;  for  the  pecfiimiets  did  not 
avenge  twelve  years  old,  and  not  one  of  them  bad  ever  seen 
a  diama  really  enacted.  If  any  one  asserts  from  knowledge 
that  that  lonjj-expected  and  intently  jircpared-for  "  exhibition* 
failed,  fur  some  rea.soii,  to  come  off,  1  shall  not  contradict 
him,  though  uiv  impression  is  different. 

More  years  pa&scd ;  and  at  length,  while  an  apprentice  at 
Poxdtney,  an  "exhibition"  \vm  advertised  lo  come  oti  one 
evening  in  the  chiu-ch  at  Wells,  six  miles  soutli  ot  us :  so  a 
party  was  made  up  t4>  attend  it,  —  I  being  one  of  that  paiiy. 
Wells  had  rather  a  haixl  reimtution  in  those  days  (]>erhap8 
from  the  ill  behavior  of  those  who  went  thither  from  neigh- 
booBg  towns  to  '*  carry  on  " ) ;  which  fame,  I  trusty  it  has  sinoa 
oalgrown.  It  was  late  in  Winter  with  deep  enow^  bat  thaw- 
ing; so  that,  to  protect  us  from  the  balls  of  ice  and  snow  con- 
slantly  thrown  at  us  from  oiu*  horse's  feet,  a  long  board  had 
been  set  np  on  edge  across  the  front  of  our  rude  aleigh»  or, 
father^  sled;  and  Hiis,  in  passing  a  point  of  rock  which  pro- 
jected into  the  narrow  road  thioiig)i  the  Ibrest  which  skirted 
"Lake  St  Anstin*  (o&erwise  Wells  Fond),  was  canght  and 
beld;  so  as  to  rake  the  sled  dear  of  its  bnman  frei^^  I 
received  a  hurt  on  my  right  shin  which  remained  ^nh^^sM 
for  years.  Bnt  no  one  complained,  aU  laughed ;  and  we  were 
soon  aU  on  board  and  in  motion  again  ;  reaching  Wells  in  good 
time  fur  tlic  " exliibitiou."  The  cluaeli  w;i8  crowded  with 
eager,  and  not  very  critical,  auditors ;  the  playei-s  were  con- 
Biderahly  older  than  we  of  Westhaven  were  at  the  date  of  our 
maidttu  ell'ort ;  and  I  prejiunie  the  playing  wa<  lu'tter,  mainly 
b^^ii<w  it  could  not  easily  be  w^rse.  Tliere  werti  several 
pit^H  e.<  most  of  tlu?m  literally  so)  on  the  l>ills,  and  all  were 
duly  undergone ;  yet  even  tlieir  names  have  escaped  me. 
One  peciiliarity  remains  firmly  imbedded  in  my  memory. 
Ibeie  was  a  scene  in  one  of  the  plays  wherein  a  man  snugly 
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hidden  amid  the  tliick  Lraiiciies  of  an  ever[,Toeii  tree  overhears 
a  plot  to  commit  ivbbery,  and  perhaps  inimit  r  also.  Where- 
upon he  bides  his  tiiue«  and.  duly  precipitates  himseK  on  the 
robber  (or  robbera)  in  the  very  act,  putting  him  (or  them)  to 
death  or  flighty  and  gallantly  rescnmg  the  intended  victiin. 
Well :  here  is  wheie  the  laugh  comes  in :  The  tree — a  sub- 
atantial  pine  or  hemlock,  aome  eight  inchee  through,  and 
twenty  feet  high — had  been  fiixnly  implaiited  in  the  stage 
before  the  ''exhibition''  began ;  and  there  it  remained  to  tiie 
end* — f(nming  a  noticeable,  but  not  veij  oongraoua,  portiaa 
of  the  fdmitfue  of  eveiy  parbr,  bondoir,  priaon-K^U,  eout- 
room,  &c.,  Ac,  fiom  first  to  last  H  city  andiences  were  kaa 
fastidious,  I  suspect  that  nanagero  might  have  leaned  how 
to  retrench  their  expenses  ftnr  ftimiture,  fixtures,  scenery, 
attendants,  &c.,  by  studying  that  "Wells  "  exhibition." 

Unluckily,  some  of  niy  companions  on  that  excursion  were 
of  the  "  won't  go  home  till  morning  "  stamp,  and  could  not 
see  why  any  one  should  go  to  Wells  unless  to  liave  a  "  liigh 
old  time."  They  contr»)lled  the  team,  and  would  neither  set 
it  on  the  road  to  Pouliney,  nnr  permit  the  rest  of  us  to  do  so, 
until  late  the  next  day,  Meantime,  tliey  would  neither  sleep 
nor  tolerate  slumber  on  the  part  of  any  one  else.  The  per* 
fotmanoes  of  the  latter  half  of  the  night  were  a  litUe  wilder 
and  rougher  than  any  I  was  ever  before  or  since  implicated 
in,  however  innocently,  and  WeDs  was  nowise  to  blame  there- 
for. I  never  saw  that  respected  village  save  during  that 
single  visit;  and  I  sincerely  tmst  that  my  reputation  there 
is  not  based  on  the  average  conduct  of  my  party  on  that  ex- 
ceptionaUy  boisterons  occasion.  It  was  never  before  noir 
since  so  hard  fiir  me  to  work  as  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening  following  our  retom  to  Pooltney. 

More  years  passed ;  I  had  migrated  to  this  city ;  and,  in 
December,  1831, 1  was  first  a  spectator  of  a  genuine  dramatic 
performance.  The  place  was  tlie  OKI  Bowery;  the  play  was 
William  Tell;  the  hcuo's  son  was  jK'i-sonated  by  a  Miss  Mes- 
tayer,  then  in  her  early  teens,  and  still,  I  think,  on  the  stacre/ 
though  I  have  not  seen  her  these  many  years.   The  night 
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"vas  intensely  cold,  in-doors  as  well  aa  oat ;  the  bouae  was 
tikia;  the  playing  {ix>m  fair  to  middling;  yet  I  was  in  lap- 
tinea  from  fiist  to  laat  I  have  since  thoii^t  that  the  wise 
way  wooM  be  to  choose  a  fit  oooaaion,  go  ome  to  a  good 
tikealxe,  and  never  darken  Ibe  doom  of  any  playlioiiBe  again. 
I  never  yet  entered  a  green-room,  and  have  no  desire  to  enter 
cue;  bat^  dim  aa  is  my  eyesight^  I  cannot  now  help  aeeii^ 
loaida,  and  paint  (coaiaely  laid  on),  and  spanglea^  and  genetal 
Imdnneaa*  where  I  onoe  aaw  gloiy,  and  beauty,  and  splendor, 
aadpoetiy, — life  idealised, and  Buadiae  realked.  Yea;  lufr- 
Ibh  to  recall  lost  dreams  while  watching  the  eoataaiea  of  chil- 
dren on  their  first  visit,  I  judj^^e  that  the  wise  man  is  he  who 
goes  but  once  to  the  theatre,  and  keeps  the  ini})re-S3iou  then 
made  on  his  mind  tVe.-^h  and  clear  to  the  close  of  Ufe. 

During  that,  niv  first  Winter  in  Xew  York,  a  new  theatre 
was  o[H'ned  at  him  ji  I  Hill  (eoriu  r  of  Charlton  and  Varick 
Streets  ,  in  what  was  said  to  have  V>een  Aaron  Burr's  conntiy- 
Feat  tliirty  y«irs  before,  and  was  still  deemed  far  np  town, 
though  now  lar  below  the  bulk  of  our  population.  There 
were  no  street-cars,  and  scarcely  an  omnibus,  in  those  days  j 
Bichmond  Hill  waa  away  from  the  great  thoroughfares ;  so, 
thoo^  the  honae  waa  amall,  it  waa  addom  well  iilled ;  and 
we  journeymen  printeia^  idio  worked  on  newspapers  that 
helped  the  tbeatras  to  aoditors,  were  admitted  on  oiders  from 
the  editore  reapedm^  on  Saturday  evenings,  when  andienoee 
wen  habufcoaUy  and  emphatioally  tidn.  I  think  I  thna  at- 
tended ten  or  twelve  times, — oftener  than  in  any  five  con- 
aeeative  yeaia  thereafter.  The  manager  waa  a  Mr.  Bneeell, — 
goesip  said  Mn.  BaeeeU,  who  waa  certainly  the  better  f  layer, 
and  presumptiyely  a  cleverer  peraon,  than  her  hnaband,  whose 
talenta  were  nevertheless  respectable.  Here  I  aaw  Mrs.  Doff 
personate  Lady  Macbeth  better  than  it  has  since  been  done  in 
this  city,  though  she  played  lor  S  30  per  week,  and  others 
have  received  ten  timcij  that  amount  I'ur  a  single  night.  I 
douht  that  any  woman  has  since  played  in  our  city,  —  and 
1  am  tliinkini;  of  Fanny  Kemble,  —  who  was  the  superior  of 
Ki&  JJuH  in  a  wide  range  of  tragic  charactci's.    1  am  not 
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suiticiently  fauiiliar  with  the  present  stage  to  render  my  judg* 
tuent  of  riuK-h  value;  yet  it  seems  U)  nie  that  Henry  Tlacide 
at  the  Park  w  sis  a  better  general  comedian  tlian  we  now  have, 
though  JcliTi  S.  Clarke  and  Joseph  Jetiei-son  prolmbly  each 
euTj^ss  him  m  a  certain  roinid  of  cliaracters,  and  Sothem 
stands  alone  as  Loixl  Dundrearv.   Bai  nev  Williams  is  a  clever 

ft/  *' 

Irishman  ot  his  kind ;  so  is  William  J  Florence:  but  is  not 
this  decidedly  a  poorer  kind  than  the  genial,  g^itlemanly 
Irislmian  of  the  lamented  Power  ?  I  have  seen  fellows  (nono 
of  these)  personating  Irishmen  on  our  stage,  —  and  with  ft 
tude,  ChiDeoe  fidelify  to  a  low,  vulgar  type  of  Insh  charade, 

who  seemed  to  me  deserving  of  indiotment  ss  libelleis  of 
■n  xalnotf  nee,  who,  with  ell  their  jGndts,  never  yet  made 
themselves  despicaUei 

A  gbd  vision  is  evoked  from  tiielong-baiied  past  as  IreosE 
and  review  the  playing  I  have  seen, — of  Naomi  Vincent^ 
who  appeared  at  the  Old  Bowefy,  beosme  Mis.  Hamblin,  and 
died  while  still  very  young.  I  never  sew  her  off  the  stage ; 
am  not  sure  that  she  was  beautiful,  nor  even  that  she  had  the 
elements  of  a  great  actress  in  her  nature  ;  l)ut  beauty  of  mind 
sla;  must  ha\'e  had,  or  her  face  greatly  belied  her.  I  never 
saw  another  walk  the  stage  witli  snch  an  ingenuous,  tnistful, 
contidiug  manner,  evinriuL'  «'it]ier  artlesiiiiess  or  the  perfection 
of  art,  —  in  her  case,  i  uui  f^iuv,  it  must  have  been  ihe  former. 
Yet  her  dramatic  ca])a(  ities  were  l)arely  in  the  bud  —  liurdly 
in  the  bloesom — when  she  was  called  away  hy  inexorable 
Death. 

While  in  Europe,  I  attended  some  half  a  dozen  plays,— 
mainly  opeiatiOy — hat  the  only  one  that  mucli  impressed  mc 
was  that  wherein  several  popular  authors  took  part,  in  behalf 
of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  their  lucUbis  and  decayed  brethren. 
The  Doke  of  Devonshire  hsd  fitted  up  a  theatre  in  hia  London 
pslaoe, — aveiylaigeandfineoDe^ — Bqlwer  had  written  "Nofc  . 
so  Bad  as  we  Seem"  for  the  occssion ;  and  the  leading  parts 
in  it  were  presented  hy  Douglas  Jenold,  Mark  Lemon,  Ghsiles 
Dickens,  &e.»Aa  I  helieve  the  actresses  were  drawn  from  the 
nnks  of  the  profession ;  80  that  their  playing  was  less  l»d  thsa 
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tiittof  tiMiDOitiirbo  wmtoUiemost  pari — not  to  speak  H 
profanely  —  sticks.    I  nerer  witnessed  more  melancholy  fail- 

urt's  than  the  attempts  at  dignity  and  courtesy  of  those  who 
stoo<l  for  noblemuii-  The  demoustration  of  Tliackeray's  tlieory 
that  the  IMtish  plebeian  is  essentially  a  snob  was  perfect 
But  we  had  for  afK'qjiece  a  force,  written  by  l>ickens  and 
Mark  Lemon  conjointly,  and  the  chief  jtart  —  Umt  of  a  smart, 
gamiloiLS,  conceite<l  hiMyer,  named  Gabblewig  —  was  ]>layed 
"by  1  )ickens  most  admirably.  Though  it  was  not  cuncluded 
Ull  after  midnight,  I  suiipect  most  of  the  auditozs  foimd  this  * 
play  entiivly  too  abort. 

1  w  itn«8sed  the  d/hut  in  Amflrica  of  Fanny  Kemble  and 
hat  father,  —  she  being  in  her  spring-time  of  yoath  and  ite 
eomelinees;  he  either  a  man  of  little  genius,  oe  suffering  from 
ptemfttare  decay  of  lus  physkel  powen.  I  heard  the 
int  notes  that  Jenny  lind  oondesoended  to  exchange  fen  ovr 
doflaniy — either  of  them  of  greater  wordk  than  those  of  to* 
diy.  As  I  never  hsazd  Malibnn,  I  eannot  say  that  Jenny 
lindTs  Tocal  power  exceeded  tiiat  of  any  other  woman  who 
ever  Irred,  thongh  I  suspect  such  was  the  fact  I  saw  and 
hear!  Forrest  in  his  later  prime,  and  judged  him  effective  in 
a  round  of  cliaracters  by  no  means  the  highest  "VMien  in 
Paris.  T  attf^nded  se^'e^al  re]>re«?entations  at  the  Theatre  Fmn- 
;ind,  thoiiLrh  I  nnderstood  little  that  was  said,  I  could 
not  fail  tn  notice  the  wide  ditterence  between  French  and 
Anglo-Saxon  acting,  —  a  ditfereuce  nowise  credital)le  to  the 
latter.  Off  the  stage,  the  French  are  more  demonstrative  and 
theatrical  than  the  Englit^h.  Vihy  is  it  that  their  positions 
tie  reversed  before  the  foot-lights  ?  —  that  the  Frenchman  is 
there  quiet,  simple,  natnial,  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  quite  othei^ 
wise.  Why  does  tiie  ''stur"  of  our  kin  walk  as  though  on 
ilflts,  and  speak  like  an  anotuneei^s  heUmaa?  Oaaaayoiw 
eiplain  this  stEAOge  inoongndtyt 


Of  late  years,  I  ha^e  seldom  yisited  the  theatre,  unless  to 
■ocompany  soma  ooontiy  fiiend  to  whom  a  play  was  a  novell^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


206        BEcoLLEcnoma  op  a  bust  ufb. 


and  a  I11X1117;  bavi^g  been  xepeilled  by'ito  liabitiial  leaning 
to  tiie  side  of  SLavesy,  Tippling,  and  oUier  iniq^uitlBa  ivlieieby 
eome  nyen  derive  jnofit  tarn  weakneaees.  The  stage 
ymB  of  old  a  powerfdl  ally  of  liberty ;  yet,  thimigboat  our 
long  and  arduous  struggle  against  tbe  idlest  and  grosaeBt  sp- 
tem  of  oppnossion  ever  known,  it  bad  ever  so  many  sneen 
and  dors  to  eaob  cbeering,  sympathizing  word  for  the  cham- 
pions of  Man's  right  to  his  own  limbs  and  sinews.  Why  this 
\v;is,  I  sto])  not  Iiltg  to  inquire  :  I  rest  on  tlie  shameful  fact. 
And  the  Temperance  Kefonn  lias  likewise  been  confronted 
at  every  step  by  scurnluuy  jests,  insidious  liiugs,  and  mean 
insinuations,  from  before  the  foot-lights.  Hence  thousands, 
impat  ient  of  constant  mi^epc^entatiou  and  insult^  have  aban- 
doned the  theatre. 

I  belies  c  tliat  it  is  even  yet  possible  to  restore  the  failing 
prestige  of  the  stage,  —  to  revive  its  by^^one  glories  in  tba 
ages  when  eminent  moialists,  like  Addison  and  Dr.  John<«on, 
were  its  steadfast  patrons,  and  when  actors  like  Garrick  and 
John  Philip  Kemble  wern  tho  honored  and  intimate  friends 
of  tbe  piondest  nobles  in  the  land.  Bat,  to  achieve  this,  we 
must  bave  a  manager  wbo  oan  nowise  be  bribed  or  tempted 
to  nunister  to  prurient  appetites,  nor  pettiibg  the  oauae  of  . 
tbe  oppressor.  We  must  bava  a  stage  wbioh  oommands 
the  lespeet  of  tbe  wise  and  good,  of  the  pbilanthropie  and 
bnmane,  by  never  vanusbing  villany,  never  sneering  at  vir- 
tue, never  pandenn-  ro  lewd  impulses,  nor  gilding  with  sopb- 
istrj-  the  car  of  triumphant  wrong.  I  know  that  "  confidence 
is  ft  plant  of  slow  growth,"  —  that,  once  justly  forfeited,  it  is 
not  easily  regained ;  yet  I  feel  sm^  that  there  will  yet  be  a 
stage  wliich,  by  years  of  jiatient,  self-sacrificing  devotion  to 
riijlit  and  justice,  to  freedom  and  humanity,  will  win  the  favor 
and  support  of  the  iv^Ac  and  worthy,  and  will  exert  a  benign 
intluence  over  the  earthly  progress  and  destiny  of  our  race. 
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W  of  Clay  by  I'olk,  in  the  IV'.siilential  contest  of  1844, 
▼ere  fully  justified  by  tlie  result.  Tin?  XXIXth  Congress, 
elected  with  Polk,  was  strongly  Demot  ratic ;  ^Ir.  liobeit  J. 
Walker,  of  Mississippi,  who  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
QiT,  devoted  his  first  annual  Ileport  to  an  elaborate  and  skil- 
ful attack  cm  the  Frotective  policy,  and  on  the  Tanff  of  1842 ; 
and  Congress  proceeded  thereupon  to  pasB  a  new  TarifT,  sub- 
fllutiaUy  as  drafted  by  Mr.  Walker,  which  not  only  effaced 
ormodified  the  FMtectiye  featniea  of  the  Tariff  of  1842,  bat 
sobstititled  Ad  Yaloiem  for  nearly  eveiy  Specific  duty  em- 
^bodied  in  the  latter.  In  other  woida :  where  the  Ttilff  of 
1842  imposed  a  dnty  of  so  many  doUars  per  ton  on  a  particn- 
kr  kind  of  iron  (for  instance),  that  of  1846  snhstitated  <me 
cf  30  per  oeni  on  its  valne;  so  that,  wheneyer  iron  brought  a 
high  price,  the  duty  on  its  importation  was  correspondingly 
high ;  but,  when  the  price  ran  down  to  zero,  the  duty  was 
diniiiiished  in  proportion;  being  thus  highest  when  it  was 
lt';i.-t  needed  l>v  our  iron-workers,  and  lowest  when  their  need 
of  Protection  was  L^r(.'atest.  And  this  act,  though  opposed  by 
ever}'  represeutativ**  "f"  Pennsylvania  in  Congr^s  but  one,  w;is 
earned  throutih  the  Senate  hv  tlie  cnstiii':  vote  of  Vice-TVesi- 
deut  Dallas,  whose  nomination  Imil  been  harped  upon  in  tlie 
Presidential  canvass  as  a  guaranty  to  Pennsylvania,  that  tlie 
Xariii  of  1 842  would  stand  unaltered !  Thus  the  very  staff 
on  which  she  leaned  proved  a  spear  to  pierce  her. 


In  1844,  that  State  had  chosen  12  Democrats,  10  Whigs, 
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and  2  Natives,  as  her  lepresentatcvos  in  the  XXIXih  Con- 
gieas ;  electing  the  Democratic  QoYemor  hy  4,397  nugonty. 
We  took  an  appeal  to  her  people  in  tihe  election  of  1846,  and 
they  reversed  their  verdict  of  1844  or,  rather,  attested  that 
they  had  been  deceived  in  rendering  it ;  choosing  the  Whig 
over  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Oanal  Gommiflsioner  (the 
only  office  filled  at  that  election  by  a  general  vote  of  her 
people)  by  a  majority  of  8,894,  on  a  light  vote.  At  this  elec- 
tion, she  chose  16  AVhigs  and  1  Native  to  8  Democrats,  to 
represent  her  in  the  XXX I h  Congress.  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  North  Carolina,  and  even  Vii^inia,  also  showed  decided 
Wiig  gains  ;  so  that,  though  Maine,  New  lliini[>sliire,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  ^li.s.-><»uri,  and  Michii^un  remained  stron^^ly  Demo- 
cratic, along  with  the  Cotton  States,  the  new  House  liad  a 
small  Wliig  majority',  wluTchy  IJobert  C.  Winthrop,  of  Boston, 
was  chosen  Speaker.  This  was  a  clear  verdict  against  Mr. 
Polk's  Administration,  and  more  especially  against  its  deal- 
ings with  the  Tariff  question  in  aogniring  and  in  wieldii^ 
power. 

Mr.  Polk  had  not  yet  heen  inangoiated  when  the  indoise- 
ment  and  momentom  given  to  the  iknnezation  policy  hj  his 
dection  canied  a  bili,  providing  equivocally  for  the  acqnisitioii^ 
of  Texas,  through  both  Houses  of  the  expiring  Copgvess, — th« 
Senate  heiiig  with  difficulty,  and  not  without  intimidatioD, 
indxtoed  to  concur  therein  by  a  bare  majority.  F^dent 
Tyler  eagerly  signed  it,  and  despatched  an  agent  post-haste  to 
T^xas  to  secure  her  assent,  which  was  as  eagerly  given.  Mr. 
Polk,  soon  after  his  inauguration  (March  4,  1845),  despatched 
a  considerable  part  of  our  little  army,  under  Greneral  Zachary 
Taylor,  to  the  southern  limit  of  the  territory  aetnally  pos- 
sessed by  the  Texans,  near  C'or])ns  Christi,  \v]u;re  the  ( u'ner.d 
halted,  and  awaited  explicit  ordei-s  —  which  were  finally  sent 
liim  —  to  cross  the  intervening  desert,  and  advance  to  the  T?io 
Grande  dv\  Xdili',  nearly  opj)Osite  Matamoros.  "\^^on  he  hud 
thus  invaded  a  region  wliicli  had,  except  for  a  very  few  days, 
been  in  peacefully  undisturbed  possession  of  Mexicans  for  at 
least  a  centuiy,  he  was  attacked  by  a  Mexican  force,  undt^ 
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Ampudia  and  Arista,  whicli  he  e<asily  routed,  first  at  Palo 
Alto;*  then,  piiT^iing,  at  Kesaca  de  la  Palriiajt  whence  the 
Mexirans  were  driven  across  the  river  in  disorder ;  evacnatincr 
Matamoros,  when  General  Taylor  crossed,  without  making  a 
shadow  of  resistance.  And  the  war  thus  b^on  wba  prose* 
cnted  with  mch  manifest  disproportion  of  lesonrceB  and  of 
militaiy  'pn/weaa,  that  New  Mexioo  and  Upper  California  wm 
yielded  to  our  arms  withoat  a  serious  contest  Gtoeral 
Tiyknr  defeated  Santa  Anna  with  an  army  thrice  as  nnmeioiia 
as  Ilia  own  at  Bnena  Yiata^^  in  the  heart  of  Northern  MexioOj 
where  UiSl  Heniy  Clay,  Jr.,  at  the  head  of  his  KentnclT^  legi- 
ment^  and  Hon.  John  J.  Hardin,  of  IDinoiB)  also  commanding 
a  regiment  of  Tolimteen,  with  manj  others  of  our  braveet  and 
best  The  Mexicans'  loes  ma,  as  usual,  considerably  heavier 
tiian  onm.  IVuther  advaiKse  on  this  line  being  impiacticable^ 
--the  eoontiy  being  in  the  main  a  rugged,  waterless  desert, 
—General  Scott  was  despatched  with  an  army  considerably 
larjTer  than  General  Taylor's  to  Vei-a  Cruz,  wliitli  he  soon  re- 
duced ;§  advancini?  thence,  witli  10,000  men,  directly  on  the 
city  of  Mexico;  hviiv^  opposed  l»y  Santii  Anna,  with  lo,<)(>0 
mto,  at  a  difficult  and  strongly  fortified  pass  in  the  iiioun- 
itein?*,  fifty  miles  inland,  known  as  Cerro  Gurdo,  which  he 
canitMl  al'n  r ''evero  fighting  ;||  the  Mexicans  losing  five  gen- 
erals and  3,000  men.  Scott  thence  a<h  anred  \)y  easy  marches, 
wiioify  nnoppoeed,  thzongh  Xalapa  and  Perote,  to  Puehla, 
where  he iraited  some  time  in  expectation  of  peace;  but  none 
HBB  offered,  and  he  again  advanced  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
capitil,  where  Santa  Anna  had  collected  30,000  men  to  stop 
tiie  maith  of  Sootf  s  12,000,  behind  such  intrenchments,  and 
in  positions  of  sneh  nii^kaial  strepgth,  that  he  deemed  them 
impregnable.  Bat  those  irarks  were  partly  tinned  by  a  fbnk- 
ing  movement  toward  the  South,  when  that  at  Contreras  was 
Msnnltod  at  3  A.  H, Y  and  carried  by  the  bayonet;  the  Mexi- 
cans losmg  22  guns,  700  killed,  and  1^00  prisoners.  Pnr- 
suing  their  advantage,  oar  soldiers  next  attacked  the  Mexicans 

•  Mmy  8,  1S4&  I  Fcbraarr  32, 1S47.  D  April  18. 

t  Mmj  9k  I  March  S7.  T  Angnst  20. 
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at  Churubusco  (or  San  Pablo),  where  the  kAter  were  again 
beaten,  after  a  protracted  resistance,  with  a  loss  of  l,00l)  on 
our  side  to  5,000  on  theii's.  The  battle  closed  at  the  •^'ates  of 
the  city  of  Mexico,  which  General  Scott  might  at  once  liave 
entered  ;  but  lie  chose  to  n.'niain  outside,  while  a  v<jlunteer 
effort  at  peace-making,  by  ^Ir.  Niohuias  P.  Trist,  was  m^ule, 
without  immediate  result  Meantime,  the  Mexicans  had 
strongly  intrenched  tliemselves  at  Uhepultepec,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  city ;  and  another  light  took  place  at  Molino  del 
Bej,*  near  Tambe^,  whim  Gcueial  Worth's  division  routed 
a  force  of  twioe  its  own  numbers,  inflicting  a  loss  of  3,000, 
but  suffeong  000  of  700,  inoluding  Colonels  Martin  Scott  and 
Graliant.  Ghepoltepec  was  next  bombwdad  and  aaaaulted ;  f 
the  M>wrfi<wft  beiii^  dnym  from  it  with  gnat  Iobb,  and  puw 
sued  to  the  gates  of  the  dtj,  wfam  thsjjr  mm  met  at  mid- 
nigkt  hy  ciomodamaosn,  who  gm  nofcioe  that  Santa  Anna 
ires  eatsaping  with  the  xeamant  of  his  ISnrcea,  and  that  the 
capital  was  at  GenealSeottfsmeroj.  Onrsdldiea — lednoed 
Vj  80  wmy  bbodj  conflicts  to  about  6,000  efibotives — 
maiched  in  without  loither  lesistance^  and  tiie  l^aa  and 
Stripes  floated  over  the  "  halls  of  the  Montezumas ! "  Peace 
^desi)ite  the  ditticulty  of  finding  a  responsible  govemmeuti 
wherewith  to  make  it  —  was  at  length  negotiated;  J  Mexico 
ceded  New  Mexico  and  u])i)er  Californm  to  the  United  Stat^ ; 
ahandoned  all  her  riglits  in  or  claim  to  Texas ;  and  recpivfd 
iVuui  \\a  an  indemnity  of  8  15,000,000,  whereof  S  .'^,OOt>,(>uO 
were  to  be  i-esers  ed,  and  applied  to  the  payment  of  our  citi*' 
zens  who  had  claims  ag-ainst  her  for  spohations.  So  ended-— 
when  our  foix:^  had  been  withdxawn*  and  the  atipolated  pa^- 
ments  made  ^onr  war  upon  Hexieo. 


The  Presidential  canvass  of  1848  Opened  directly  there* 
ator.  General  Zachary  Taylor — a  native  of  Virginia,  hot 
long  resident  in  Louisiana  —  had  eviaoed  qualities  in  the  wet 
whioh  strongly  commended  him  to  many  as  a  candidate  for 
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our  highest  civil  office.  Though  his  part  in  it  was  loss  l)ril- 
L'ant,  less  important,  than  that  of  (General  Scott,  he  had  com- 
Dii-rnltil  liimself  far  more  widely  to  popular  favor.  Quiet, 
resolute,  sententious,  unostentatious,  he  was  arlmired  hv  mul- 
titudes who  profoundly  d'tested  tlie  wur  wherein  he  had  so 
suddenly  achieved  renown ;  and  many  of  them  gloated  over 
tlie  pioqiect  of  hurlii^  firom  power  the  poliUciaiis  who  had 
80  wantonly  plnoged  na  into  a  contest  of  acr^^TT><?sion  and  in- 
Tttlon  by  meaas  of  the  very  instrument  which  they  had  em- 
||qyed  to  coiuiunmate  their  porpoees. 

I  non^ncnned  in  this  view,  most  decidedly.  GeneiaL 
ftyltR;  tlioagh  an  excellent  soldier,  had  no  experience  as  a 
rf*fa«irwrw  ]||3  capacity  for  civil  administmtion  was  wholly 
imdenKastnted.  He  had  never  voted ;  had,  apparently,  paid 
fitHe  attention  to,  and  taken  little  interest  in  politics;  and, 
though  indined  toward  the  Whig  party,  was  but  slightly  iden- 
tified with  its  ideas  and  its  eflbits.  Nobody  conld  say  what 
were  his  news  r^garfing  Protection,  Internal  Improvement, 
or  the  (Jurrency.  On  the  great  question  —  which  our  A  ast 
acquisitions  from  Mexico  had  suddenly  invested  with  the 
^vest  importance  —  of  excluding  Slavery  from  the  yet  un- 
tainted Federal  Territories,  he  had  nt.wise  declared  himself; 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  an  extensive  slaveliolder  justified 
a  j)resumption  that  he,  like  most  slaveholders,  deemed  it  rii^ht 
that  any  settler  in  the  Territories  should  be  at  liberty  to  take 
thither,  and  hoki  there  as  property,  whatever  the  laws  of  his 
own  State  recognized  as  property.  We  desired  to"  take  a 
hond  of  fate**  that  this  view  should  not  he  held  by  a  Wh^ 
President,  at  all  events. 

And  then  I  (with  many  others)  wanted  to  try  over  again 
the  issne  on  which  I  thought  we  had  heen  defrauded  in  1844. 
B  seemed  in^oesible  that  Fbnnsylvania  (in  view  of  her  recent 
experience)  shoold  aqain  he  persuaded  that  any  Democrat 
was  as  good  a  FrotectioniBt  as  Henry  Clay.  lYue^  we  ,had 
not  defeated  Governor  Shnnhfs  reelection  in  1847;  hnt  the 
nmnmg  of  distinct  Whig  and  Native  candidates  for  (Governor 
rendered  oar  defeat  inevitable.   New  Yoric  we  had  carried  in 
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1847  a  very  laige  nugarity^-^the  Free-Soil  aeetioii  of  tiie 
Democifttic  party  ^Uiholdlng  iie  Totes  from  the  pro-Skveiy 
or  ''Hunlcer''  State  ticket  The  Whigs  of  oar  State  wete 
mainlj  for  Clay;  we  oould  give  him  her  eiectoral  vote ;  and 

this,  with  Pennsylvania,  made  his  election  morally  certain. 
Hence  I  worked  hard  to  secure  liis  noiiiination. 

The  attempt  to  nm  a  [uiiuLlel  bcUs  een  thLs  case  and  tliat  of 
1840  iailed  in  the  most  mat^^rial  point.  Grenenil  Hanisou 
mar  not  have  heen  able  as  Mr.  (  lay,  but  he  was  not  less 
earnestly  and  nnetiuivorally  a  ^Mii^'.  No  one  could  indicate 
a  shad*'  of  ditt'erence  in  t]i*'ir  political  ■siews.  General  Harri- 
son's niiiiiary  career  was  brief  and  casual;  his  life  had  been 
that  of  a  civilian,  honored  and  trusted  by  all  Administrations 
between  1800  and  1828,  —  a  Territorial  Governor,  United 
States  Senator,  and  Ambassador  to  Colombia.  General  Xajlor, 
now  an  old  man,  had  been  in  the  regular  army  from  boyhood, 
and  was  in  all  things  a  veteran  soldier.  His  dender  acquaint* 
anee  with  and  interest  in  politics  was  nowise  feigned,  bat  was 
nsual  and  natuxal  witlk  men  of  his  class  and  position. 

The  Whig  Kational  ConTention  met  at  Philadelphia  on  ti&e 
Ist  of  Juna  Theie  was  a  pretty  full,  but  not  eztataordinaiy, 
attendance.  I  belieye  ex-Qovemor  Morehead,of  North  Oaio- 
]ina»  presided.  It  was  very  soon  apparent  that  the  shrewd, 
influential,  manatjing  politicians  were  generally  for  Taylor, 
who  liad  a  plurality,  but  not  a  majority,  on  the  first  baUot, 
and  gained  steadily  on  tiic  two  foUovvinjr,  viz. :  — 

Isl.  2*L  3d. 

Tajlor,  Ill  US  ISS 

CI*j,  97      SB  74 

Scott  4S      4S  54 

Wth^tor  22      M  17 

Scattc-riiij:,    ........       6      —  — 

An  adjournment  was  now  had  till  next  morning ;  but  the 
issue  was  already  decided,  and  General  Taylor  was  nominated 
on  the  next  ballot ;  when  the  vote  stood :  Taylor,  171 ;  Clay, 
86;  Scott,  60;  Webster  14.  All  tlmt  we  Clayites  achieved 
was  the  substitation  of  Millard  Fillmore  as  Vice-President  for 
Abbott  Lawrenoe,  of  Boston,  who  was  on  the  Taylor  slate ;  but 
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Ilia  evidences  of  dissatisfaction  induced  the  nanitgeie  to  take 
him   ff,  and  let  Mr.  Fillmore  be  nominated. 

The  Democrats  had  met  at  Baltimore,  May  22,  and,  after  a 
spirit+'d  contest,  nominated  General  Lewis  Cass,  of  Michigan, 
for  riL'sidcnt,  and  General  William  O.  Batler,  of  Kentucky, 
for  Yice-Fxeaident  This  ticket  was  respectable  both  as  to 
character  and  services,  yet  its  prospects  were  maned  by  the 
&ct  that  that  faction  of  the  New  York  Democmcy  which  had 
been  knoMm  ns  "  Bambumen,"  or  Eree-Soil  mem^  resenting 
the  adr^ii  v^ioii  of  their  competitors  to  seats  in  the  GonventioQ, 
had  bolted,  and  refused  to  be  governed  by  the  result  Ulti- 
mat^^v,  they  united  with  the  Abolitionists,  and  with  sym- 
pathizing Democrats  in  other  States,  in  holding  a  National 
ConTcntion  at  Buffalo,  which  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren, 
of  New  York,  for  Piesident,  and  Charl  ^  Francis  Adams,  of 
Massachusetts,  for  View-President.  This  ticket,  though  it 
obtained  no  single  electoral  vote,  blasted  the  hopes  of  General 
Cass  and  the  regular  Democmcy.  linnning  General  Dix  for 
Governor  of  this  State,  witli  Seth  M.  Gates  (Abolition)  for 
lieutenant-Govemor,  it  polled  a  larger  popular  vote  than  was 
given  to  Cass;  while  General  Taylor — though  he  received 
many  thousands  fewer  of  the  people's  votes  tlian  Mr.  Clay  did 
four  years  previous  —  carried  the  State  by  98,093  plurality. 
He  carried  Pennsylvania  likewise  by  13,357  plundity,  and 
2^74  majority  over  all.  "Tcrmont  and  Connecticut  gave  him 
pluralities  only; 'while  Miissachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Noi  tU  Parolina,  Ge<'r^qa,  Ken- 
tacky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Florida  gave  him  absolute 
nwyorities:  making  fifteen  States  in  all  that  went  for  liim, 
giving  him  163  electoral  votes.  Gont  rul  Cass  ha<l  ])lnralitie8 
only  in  Maine,  Ohio,  lndiana»  Illinois,  ^fichigan,  Wisconsin, 
aiul  Iowa,  just  carrying  the  two  last  named ;  he  was  run  very 
close  by  Taylor  in  Virginia,  Alabama,  and  Mis.si.ssipj)i,  but 
earned  them  by  majorities,  as  there  was  no  third  party  in 
either.  New  Hampshire,  Texas,  and  Arkansas  were  all  the 
States  that  went  strongly  for  him ;  making  fifteen  States  in  all, 
easting  127  electoral  votes.  General  Cass  received  the  veto 
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jof  evieiy  State  l>ing  north  and  west  of  the  Ohio  and  Ifiasooit 
liveis.  Oenetal  Taylor  had  a  j^tuiality  of  the  popular  vote  in 
the  I^ee,and  aemaUmigoiity  of  that  caat  in  the  Slave  States; 
canying  seven  of  the  fonner  and  eight  of  the  latter.  In  the 
.entire  Union»the  popular  vote  stood:  Taylor,  1,361,450;  Cass, 
i,221>920 ;  Tan  Biiten,  291,342.  (South  Carolina  choosing 
her  eleotois  by  the  L^iisktore,  no  return  of  her  popular  vote 
can  be  given.) 

In  the  event,  I  think  the  anticipations  of  those  who  had 
favored  and  iliuse  who  had  opposed  GeiKT.il  Taylor's  noniiiia- 
.tiou  as  tlic  Whi^^  candidate  lor  Pie-sideiit  vvei"c  both,  realized. 
lie  proved  an  honest,  wise,  fearless  public  servant,  —  true  to 
his  euiivictions,  btit  yielding  all  proper  fealty  and  deference 
to  those  who.se  votes  had  placed  him  in  the  Wliite  House. 
Nunc  nu^re  keenly  regretted  his  sudden,  untimely  death  — 
wliich  occurred  on  the  9th  of  July,  185U,  after  he  had  been 
sixteen  months  President  —  tlian  those  who  had  most  strenu- 

« 

ously  resisted  his  nomination. 

Yet  the  fact  remams,  that  the  Wliig  paity  was  demoralued 
•by  that  nominati  ?),  and  lost  ground  thereby  in  tlie  confidence 
of  the  We  had  fought  through  our  great  struggle 

1344  on  well-defined,  importsnt  piinciples  of  national  policy, 
whereon  we  were  at  odds  widi  our  adveisanes.  We  had 
challenged  them  to  meet  ns,  and  had  met  them,  in  fiice-U^- 
jbce  discussion  of  onr  respective  views,  and  had  shown  the 
people  how  and  why  their  peisonal  prosperity  and  weU-being 
would  be  promoted  by  the  trittmph  of  our  ideas,  onr  measutes. 
Beaten  in  the  declared  result,  the  Wlii^r  i^rty  never  stood  so 
strong  in  the  popular  convietion  thai  iis  aims  were  just  and 
its  ])oHey  beneficent,  as  at  tlie  close  of  the  C4xnvaii^  of  18-1-4, 
—  as  was  evinced  in  our  carrying  the  next  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. On  the  other  hand,  o\ir  suceess  in  1848  wiis  tlio 
triumjdi  of  (reneral  Taylor,  not  ol"  our  principles.  It  showed 
that  a  majority  preferred  Geneiul  Taylor  to  General  Cass  for 
President  r  tliat  was  all.  We  had  fouglit  the  contest,  not  on 
our  principles,  but  on  our  candidates;  hence,  many  who 
accepted  our  candidates  were  indilferent  or  aveiae  to  our 
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principles;  and  the  very  ITouse  elected  witli  or  under  General 
Taylor  cliose  a  Democratic  Speaker,  and  was  organized  to 
oppose  his  Administzadon.  The  Wliigs  could  not  say  with 
PjnriwL^,  'An.ther  such  victory,  and  I  am  ruined!"  This 
one  sufficed  to  disintegrate  and  destroy  their  oigaiiizatioiL 
ISmj  'were  at  once  triumphant  and  undone. 


I  think  I  never  mm  Oeoenl  Taylor  Mve  Tor  a  moment  at 
the  Inaagmation  Ball,  on  the  night  after  his  accession  to  the 
ftoBdenegr.  I  irae new  iiitaodnoed  and  nam  im>te  feodum; 
nd,  while  I  ntttmaftely  supported  and  voted  for  him,  I  did  not 
famry  myself  to  seonie  his  election.  In  fiKSt»  thai  of  1848  ww 
my  easiest  and  least  anxious  Presidential  caaTmss  slnoe  1824 
Wlicn  a  rcsi>lve  opjJosiiiL;  the  Wilmot  ProvL«?o  was  laid  on  the 
table  at  tkii  Cuiivrnti'Hi  that  noniinat^id  hiui,  1.  tVlt  tliat  my 
zeal,  iny  enthusiasm  fur  the  Whig  cause  was  also  Lxid  there. 

Yet  1  have  httle  faitii  in  third-puity  movements,  —  which 
are  generally  impelled  by  an  oecnlt  purpose  to  help  one  uf  the 
leailin;^  parties  Itv  drawing  off  votes  from  the  other.  (I'Mieml 
Taylor  at  length  avowed  himself  "a  Whig,  hut  not  an  ultra 
Whig  "  ;  and  I  believe  that  was  about  the  literal  truth.  Zeal- 
ous  WliigB  apprehended  that  lie  mi^^ht,  if  elected,  fhrink  from 
dischai^ng  the  officeholders  appointed  by  Tyler  and  Polk; 
hfotv  after  giving  him  a  trial,  they  were  eonstntined  to  admit 
Ihflit  he  "tamed  ont  better  than  had  been  ex^^ected."  He 
s  nan  of  tittle  edncatioii  or  litetaiy  coltaie,  bat  of  signal 
good  sense,  ooolnoss,  and  freedom  from  prejudice.  IW 
tamed  and  polished  etateemen  hacve  proved  fitter  depoeitaiies 
ef  eivQ  power  than  this  longh  old  soldier,  whoee  life  had  been 
largely  passed  in  camp  and  bivouac,  on  the  rude  outskirt  of 
qviltitaon,  or  in  sava'^^e  wastes  far  beyond  it.  General  Tavlor 
died  too  soon  for  his  countr}^*s  }?ood,  hut  not  till  he  Lad 
proved  himself  a  wise  and  good  ruler,  if  not  ereu  a  great 
one. 

■ 
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Il^onr  State  Eledaoci  for  1846,  David  &  Jackson  (Demo- 
caA)  had  been  chosen  to  lepresent  the  upper  district  of 
OUT  citj  in  the  XXXth  GongresB,  hj  a  small  majoriiy  over 
Gdonel  James  Monroe  (Whig).  That  majority  ^was  obtained 
by  bringing  over  from  BlaclEweirs  Islaiid  and  polling  in  tiie 
XlXth  Ward  the  adolt  male  paupem  domiciled  in  the  Alma- 
house — not  meiely  those  who  had  lesided  in  our  district 
before  they  honored  our  city  by  condescending  to  live  at  her 
expense,  but  those  who  had  been  gathered  in  from  other  dis- 
tricts. Coloucl  Moni'oe  objected  to  this  jus  carrying  a  joke  too 
far ;  and,  on  his  contesting  the  retui  u  uf  Mr.  Jackiiuii,  the 
House  sustained  the  objection,  and  unseated  Jackson  without 
replacing  him  by  Monroe.  The  people  were  re<iuired  to  vote 
again. 

By  til  is  time,  it  was  1848,  —  the  year  of  Oeneral  Taylor's 
election.  Colonel  Monroe  confidently  exj)ected  to  be  the 
Whig  candidate,  not  merely  for  the  vacancy,  but  for  the  ensu- 
ing fXXXIst)  Congress.  The  delegates,  however,  were  "fixed" 
for  Mr.  James  Bronks,  editor  of  The  Express,  who  was  duly 
nominated  for  the  XXX  let,  while  Colonel  Monroe  was  ten- 
dered the  nomination  for  the  remaining  ninety  days  (at  $8 
per  day)  of  the  XXXth  Congress.  He  declined  indignantly; 
whereupon,  that  6g-end  of  a  term  was  tendered  to  me.  I  at 
first  resolved  to  decline  slso, — not  seeing  how  to  leave  my 
business  so  abruptly  for  a  three  months^  sojourn  at  Washing- 
ton ;  but  the  nomination*was  so  kindly  pressed  upon  me,  with 
such  apparently  cogent  reasons  therefor,  that  I  accepted  it 
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llimirasiiemai^doabtof  thermli  A  politician  aoan 
etlled  on  me^  piofeflsing  to  be  from  Mr.  BrookB»  to  inqniiB  as 
to  wbat  sfaonld  \»  dime  to  aeciue  our  electicm.  "Tell  Mr. 
BkQoik%'*  I  leaponded^  "tiiat  we  have  onlj  to  keep  eo  still 
that  no  particiilar  attention  will  !»  called  to  us^  and  General 
Taylor  win  cany  ns  both.  in.  There  toe  not  voten  enough 
in  the  district  who  care  about  either  of  ns,  one  way  or  the 
other,  to  swamp  the  majority  that  the  Taylor  Electors  cannot 
lail  to  receive."  The  retuins  proved  the  correctness  ot"  this 
calculation ;  the  vote  of  the  district  standing  as  iullows 

Electors  Tajlor  11,066 

XXXth  C<mgrtt$,   .   .   Groeley  9,933 

XXXItt  Congra$   .   .  Brooks  9,709 

Mt  CasB  competitor  had  6,826  votes ;  my  Van  Buren  dittos 

General  Taylor  rocpived  bat  a  plmality  of  tJie  vote  of  oor 
entire  State,  while  Mr.  Van  Bmnn's  popular  vote  exceeded 
that  for  Geneial  Oaas;  but  in  our  city  tlie  case  was  quite 
otherwise ;  the  aggregates  being :  Taylor^  29,057 ;  Cass,  18,884; 
Tan  Bnren,  5406.  I  believe  that  was  the  veiy  last  election 
idierBin  our  cily  ever  gave  a  dear  migoiitj  against  the  Demo- 
oatio  paxty,  save  that  in  1854  her  vote  was  pretty  evenly 
divided  between  the  Democretio,  Whig-BepuhMcan,  and  Know- 
STothing  parties.  Owing  to  the  Demoeratie  split,  nearly  or 
quite  idl  the  Representatives  elected  from  our  city  to  the 
XXXIst  Congress  were  Whigs. 

The  district  from  which  I  was  chosen  included  all  our  city 
above  Fourteenth  Street,  with  thu  Xlth,  XVth,  ami  XVIIth 
"Wan Is  lying  below  that  street.  It  then  eontained  about  one 
thinl  v»f  the  city's  entire  population  ;  it  now  cuntains  at  least 
tw.)  thinls.  \Vhen,  soon  after  taking  niy  seat,  I  introduced  a 
bill  antliori/.ing  ench  landless  citizen  of  tlie  United  SUites  to 
occupy  and  approjtriate  a  small  allotment  of  the  National 
Domain  fiw  of  chaise,  a  Western  member  wanted  to  know 
why  Xew  York  should  busy  herself  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
Public  Lands.  I  ixsponded  that  my  interest  in  the  matter 
was  stumdated  by  the  £act  that  I  represented  more  landless 
men  than  any  other  member  on  that  floor. 
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When  tiie  pay  of  Members  of  Congress  was  origiaally  fixed, 
lailroads  and  steamboats  a0  yet  were  not ;  stage-coaches  ran 
on  a  few,  and  but  a  few,  great  l^gkways  of  tmvel ;  moet  of 
tiie  memben  OBme  "pu^  of  the  way  on  hoiseback,  as  some 
came  vay.   It  was  theref(»«  deemed  jiis<^  in  fixing 

their  oompcniwMaon  «t  $  6  per  da^r,  to  atipulato  that  a  like  sum 
flhonld  be  attoived  as  iialei^  or  tbe  ooit  in  time  and  1000^ 
of  jonmeying  tveniiy  jta^im  on  the  mds  to  end  fioaa 
WpaiungtoD* 

Qosa^n^,  in  time, leleed  ite  oWii  pay  to  S8  per  day,  and  $3 
fixr  eveiy  twenty  miles  in  coming  to  and  letozning  from 
Washington.  Jn  1816,  tbe  pay  was  changed  to  ^  1,500  per 
annum,  the  mileage  remaining  as  befoi«;  but  l&e  people 
revolted  at  this,  and  swept  out  nearly  every  member  who  had 
voted  for  it.  Hi'iiry  Clay  had  not  voted  at  uU  on  tlie  ques- 
tion; but  he  wiuj  Speaker  when  the  bill  passed,  and  was, 
therefore,  held  responsible  for  its  passage,  —  a  responsibility 
wliich  he  gallantly  met.  (Ji)|>osed  for  reelection  by  one-armed 
John  Pope,  —  one  of  tlie  ablest  men  then  li^^nLr  in  Kentucky, 
but  who  labored  under  the  serious  disadvantaue  of  havij^g 
been  a  Federalist,  —  Mr.  Clay  had  all  he  could  do,  by  popidar 
IMidresses  and  personal  appeals,  to  stem  the  tide  of  discontent 
raised  by  the  passage  of  the  Compensation  Act;  even  hie 
barl)er —  a  naturalized  Inshman,  who  had  hitherto  been  one 
of  his  mp^t  enthosiastic,  e£&cient  supporters  —  maintaining 
an  ominous  silenoe  on  tbe  subject  until  Mi.  day  himealf 
oanvaased  him,  saying :  traet  I  may  connt  on  jfoiusr  beeriy 
inippozt^  as  nsnal I"  when  he  responded :  "Feitii,  Mr.  Clay,  I 
thidk  I  shall  vote  ihu  time  for  the  man  vho  can  get  bat  one 
hand  into  the  TceBeaiy." 

Mr.  Clay  triumphed,  as  he  ever  did  when  a  candidate  for 
Hie  House;  but  he  had  to  promise  to  &vor  a  repeal  of  tiie 
Compensation  Act,  which  was  carried  without  serious  opposi- 
tion. I  tliink  it  was  at  this  time  that  the  pay  was  advanced 
from  S  0  to  .S  8  per  <lay  :  mileage  to  correspond. 

But  the  introduction  and  mpid  multiplication  of  steamboats,  • 
especially  on  o\ir  great  traus-Alli^haiiy  network  of  rivecs 
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and  hkm,  rendered  this  mileage  abenxdly  too  high.  A  menir 
jber  now  tmvemed  ^  diatunce  of  two  thooaand  mUka  aboat  as 
quickly  as,  and  at  baldly  more  azpanae  than,  his  pKedeoeaaor 
lialf  a  oe&litiiy  must  have  inciDied  on  a  joiiniBjy  of  two 
liitndzed  miles,  fot  which  the  latter  was  paid  $80^  and  the 
fonnertaOO. 

Xor  was  this  iSL  The  steamboat  routes,  though  much 
more  swiftly  and  cheaply  tEaveised,  were  neaxly  twice — ' 

sometimes  thrice  —  the  length  of  the  stage  and  horiieback 
xiKidi  they  supei-seded.  And  —  as  the  Liw  Siud  ai  ia>.i,  aud 
conuiiuud  to  say,  that  they  were  to  charge  Mileage  "by  the 
BLsiially  travelled  route" — tliey  now  cliar;^'ed  and  received  twice 

mueh  for  trnvellin;^'  live  days  in  a  sunipturnis  cabin,  replete 
wiih  everv  luxuiT,  a>s  their  lathers  paid  lor  rtaiiihiniz  it  over 
the  mountains  in  lifteeu  tv)  twenty  days,  at  a  tar  ^Teater  cost^ 

Colonel  Benton,  —  who  deemed  Limsell,  and  meiint  to  be, 
an  honest  man, —  somewliere  al»out  1836,  made  a  claim  on 
the  Treasury  Ibr  about  i  '2,\m0,  which  (he  oompiitad)  was  xse- 
qoixed  to  bring  up  his  ^lileage  in  past  yeais  to  a  par  with 
the  cfaaiges  of  othaisl — and  this  amount  was  aUowied  fmd 
paid  him. 

Said  TuBt  GamptEoUer  Elisha  Whittlesey  to  me,  near  tfa^ 
doae  of  his  long,  npnght^  and  nsefol  pabUc  life :  ''Evan  Mr. 
Oilhonn  has  increased  his  chaige  iar  Mileage  (ince  the  old 
hoiaeback  and  stage-coach  days :  and  thete  is  jnst  one  man 
in  Gongreas  who  chaises  Mileage  now  as  all  did  then.  Tha| 
man  is  Hekbt  Clmj.** 

(letting  into  the  Honae,  I  had  access  to  the  schedules  of 
Compensation  and  Miles^♦e,  which  (though  they  are  said  to 
be  prixiLc'-l^  Were  not  (and  arc  not)  easily  tuuud  by  outsiders; 
and  r  rejiolve^l  to  improve  my  oj>portunity.  8i»  I  hired  4 
rej^.-rt'  r  to  tninscril^e  them,  and  (iisin;^^  fus  a  basis  of  eompari- 
i>"ii  the  Uiiiied  States  Topographer  s  <jlHeial  stat*^ment  of  the 
dittanies  frriin  Washini^ton,  by  tiie  must  direct  mail-route,  of 
each  postHotlice  in  the  countr}')  I  aimed  to  show  exactly  liow 
much  could  be  saved,  in  the  case  of  each  member,  by  com- 
poting  Mi^agp^  on  the  most  direct  posb-ioate  instead  of  **  the 
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usually  travelled  route."  This  expoaS,  when  prepared,  was 
transmitted  to  New  York,  duly  appeared  ia  Xlie  Tcibime,  and 
80  came  back  to  Washington. 

I  had  oxpeoted  that  it  would  kick  up  some  dust ;  but  mj 
cxpectatioDB  were  &r  outrun.  It  happened  that  two  of  our 
Whig  members  from  Ohio  had  been  run  out  by  close  votes  at 
the  recent  election  (October^  1848),  and  that  the  crooked  Mile-  . 
age  they  chaiged  had  heen  used  with  efibet  by  tiieir  oppon- 
ents in  tiie  canvass.  It  might  he  all  right  for  them  to  chaige 
Mileage  from  the  heart  of  Ohio  aronnd  Ivy  Lake  Itrie  toWash* 
ington,  when  the  Government  had  constmcted  a  fizst-iate 
national  road  ficom  the  vicinity  of  Baltimoie  dne  weA  throngh 
Zaneeville  and  Odombus  to  Indianapolis;  bat  the  people 
did  nt  or  would  n't  see  it  These  beaten  sore-heads  were 
specially  prompt  and  eager  in  preaching  a  crusade  against  me 
uii  the  tloor. 

Good  and  true  men  sliared,  to  some  extent,  their  feelings. 
Rarely,  for  example,  has  our  country  been  served  by  a  purer, 
more  u]>ri'^']it  man  than  Hon.  Jac^b  CoUanier,  ol  Vermont 
**Mr.  Greeley said  he  to  me,  "  is  it  not  hanl  that  T  should  be 
held  up  to  the  public  as  a  swindler  ?  Look  at  the  facts :  I 
live  in  Woodstock.  I  take  the  stc^e  to  Windsor,  —  twenty- 
two  miles»  —  where  I  strike  the  n^rest  railroad.  I  lide 
thence  by  rail  to  Boston;  from  Boston  to  New  York;  from 
New  York  to  Washington.  It  is  the  easiest  and  quickest 
route  I  can  take, — the  natural  route  of  travel  I  charge  for 
the  miles  I  actually  travel, — not  one  mora  Why  is  not  tfaia 
right?*' 

Judge/*  I  responded,  *'now  bear  ms.  Your  predecessom, 
I  happen  to  know,  took  stage  fitom  Woodstock  to  Butknd ; 
from  Rutland  to  Troy ;  thence  steamboat  to  New  York ;  thence 
railroad  to  Washington.  It  is  now  cheaper  and  easier  for 
you  to  go  by  Boston, — three  buhdred  miles  farther.  Will 
you  tell  me  why  you  should  be  paid  S  240  more  per  annum 
because  tliis  cheaper  and  easier  route  lias  lately  been  opened? 
I  concede  you  the  advantage  of  the  improved  transit  I  pro- 
test apiinst  your  chai^ng  $24U,  and  the  people  paying  it^ 
theieibr.   That  is  not  just** 
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The  oo^  answer  I  ever  leoeived  to  tfaos  way  of  pattliig  the 
CMe  ma^^Snchia  tbe  kw."  But  Congreaawaanuwfar  of  the 
Ikw; — i^)Ibi,  at  any  tiiiie»  to  maka  it  just, — therefore  hmud 
to  make  it  joat  It  waa  the  object  of  my  expoti  to  oompel 
sueh  a^jnatDMBt 

Crenco^al  J.  J.  McKay,  of  North  CaTolina,  once  came  acrws 
to  my  seat  He  was  a  stem,  pro-Slavery  Demociut,  aud  il 
"was  not  the  habit  nt*  siu  h  to  w;ist»,^  ciM'lities  on  me. 

'*  Mr.  Greeley,  lie  said,  "you  havti  i)riiite(l  me  as  charging 
seven  miles  more  than  the  actual  distance  from  my  home  to 
WashingtuiL  iiie  fact  is  not  so.  I  eliai-jje  prt'ci><'ly  as  you 
say  i?  just,  —  by  tlie  siioiiest  mfiil-route  ;  Imt  I  live  seven 
miles  beyond  my  p<  •st-otliee.  and  I  c  harge  from  my  own  house." 

"How  couJd  I  know  that  ?"  I  inquired. 
You  could  n( >t, "  he  replied.   "  I  am  not  hUming  you ;  on 
Uie  ooattary,  I  thank  you  for  what  yon  have  donei   It  was 
needed,  and  will  do  fffnoA.  I  ooly  wiahed  that  70a  ahould 
know  the  &cta." 


As  I  remember,  the  MilBage  expoui  waa  first  brought 
fimal^  to  tiie  notice  of  the  House  by  Hon.  William  Sawy  er« 
ef  Ohio^ — a  Teiy  bitter  Democrat^  who  had  been  annoyed,  ere 
this,  by  the  strictmeB  of  a  conespondent  of  The  Tribune  om 
his  habit  of  eating  a  luncheon  in  the  House  behind  the 
Speaker's  chair.  He  had  a  new  grievance  in  the  Mileage 
cj^yj^y — in  that,  thonuili  the  r/y?o.sff  correetly  stated  the  dif- 
ference between  hU  Milea^'e  as  diarged,  and  what  it  wotild  be 
if  computed  by  the  most  direct  mail-routes,  there  was  a  blnn- 
drr  in  tilt!  case  of  liis  nearest  Whig  noi-jlihor,  Hon.  liubeii  C. 
Sclienck,  whose  overchar^re  wns  not  made  nearly  so  much  as  it 
should  be.  Schenck  ]»romptiy  rose  and  offered  to  swap  with 
his  colleague,  if  thai  would  atibid  him  any  satifiiaction.  It 

There  waa  one  shabby  dodge  of  those  who  stretched  their 
Mil^e  to  the  utmost,  that  challenged,  but  did  not  command, 
my  admiration:  £ach  of  them  would  find  out  which  old  stager 
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ttving  nesr  lam  had  omwded  his  Mileage  up  to  the  highest 
high-watsr  msak;  and,  upcm  beuig  asksd  by  the  Chaiaxmak  ot 
the  Committee  on  Mileage  to  state  his  distsaoe  from  Washings 
ton,  would  vespoad,  "I  live       mites*  hetyond  [or  this  side 

of]  Mr.  The  Ghairman  would  make  oat  his  Mileage 

aoeordiiigly ;  and  now  the  indignantly  Tirtaous  henefidaiy 
would  say,  "J  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  Hie 
Ghainnan  made  ont  my  MUsage  as  he  saw  fit,  and  I  took 
whatever  he  allowed  me.** 

Thy  cleverer  wounded  picfeoiis  knew  a  i^Teat  deal  better 
than  to  take  issue  with  me  directly  on  the  Mileage  question ; 
whereon  (as  I  told  them)  they  were  a  party  of  ten-score,  con- 
fronted l\v  twenty-odd  millio!)'?    Tlieiv  true  expedient  was  a 
back-fire  ;  aiid  they  contrived  to  set  uiie.    Tliis  Congress  hud, 
at  it.^  former  Mcssion  (when  T  was  not  a  nieniber),  voted  its(_df 
tlie  hooks  which  it  had  for  yeais  been  the  custom  to  purchase- 
for  each  new  member,  consisting  of  American  Archives,  De- 
hates  in  Congress,  etc.,  now  swelled  (by  enormous  charges) 
to  a  cost  of  about  $  1,000  per  nuuL   Tliose  books  hiid  been 
ordered  and  kiught;  nothing  remained  but  to  pay  f  i  l.em. 
I  had  iteobred  to  Tote  against  tlus  item  when  the  bill  which 
oontained  it  came  up  in  the  Hoiise»  thoiigfa  I  knew  it  must  ho 
paid ;  for  I  appiehended  that  the  adToeates  of  what  axe  caDed* 
liheral  appropriations  woudd  seek  to  make  capital  out  of  my* 
Ytidug  for  snch  an  itent  Yet»  when  the  nsoal  Defioieney 
Bill  was  rapidly  going  tinough  the  House  in-  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  memheis  being  called  on  a  dosen  tuMS  in 
twenty  minutes  to  vote  (by  rising)  for  or  against  some  motaon 
or  item,  a  mischievous  neighbor  called  out  to  me,  "  There,  — 
you 've  voted  for  t  he  Ixioks  ! "    I  presume  it  was  so  ;  and  his 
exuUarion  Avas  based  ou  his  knowledge  that  it  was  my  pur- 
pose to  vote  a<fainst  them.    And  yet  (as  1  had  often  said) 
had  those  I'ooks  heen  bought  at  fnir  prices,  and  deposited  as 
public  jiroji.  1     liy  the  recoivers  in  })ul>lic  libraries  and  county 
clerk's  ofUces  in  their  respective  district*?,  tlie  outlay  would 
have  been  judicious  and  projjer.    It  was  well  known,  how- 
ever, that  many  to  whom  the  books  weie  voted  never  took 
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nor  saw  them,  —  merely  drawing  an  order  for  tlietn  and  sell- 
ing it  to  the  book-suppliers  for  so  much  Ciish  in  hand,^ — less 
tlian  hall'  what  the  books  cost  the  Treasury.  In  one  case,  a 
meml)er  well  known  to  me  was  reput<.Hl  to  hav  c  eold  his  order, 
and  g-ambled  away  the  |>roceeds,  before  going  to  hia  lodging 
the  night  after  the  ajipropriation  was  voted. 

A  concerted  etVort  wa.s  made  to  involve  uie  in  glaring  incon- 
sistency on  this  subject,  —  A.  testified  that  I  had  justified  the 
book4iiijiiigy-^Bw  that  I  liad  denied  having  intended  to  vote 
Ibr  itk— and  so  oo.  I  presume  that  wliat  each  so  asserted 
VIS  tnie,  or  neaify  so;  a  veiy  slight  explaiiatkm  might  have 
hsfiQcmiz^  statements  which  were  so  made  as  to  seem  in- 
imfi*^  For  a  time,  it  looked  as  though  tlie  Mileage  men 
ImI  the  upper  band  of  me ;  and  I  was  told  Hiat  a  paper  ynm 
diam  lip  Ibr  signatnies  to  see  how  mai^  irmild  sgne  to  stsn^ 
by  eadi  other  in  votiiig  my  expolsian,  but  that  the  movement 
ma  emshed  by  a  tsne  intenogittory  remonstaranee  ftom  Hon. 
John  Weutworth,  then  a  leading  Bemoemt 

^  Why,  yon  blessed  fools  1"  wannly  inqniied  'long  John; 
*do  you  ^-ant  to  make  him  President  ?** 

They  did  n't.  and  so  subsided. 

Mucli  has  l>een  said  mi  sundiy  occasions  about  the  time  / 
wa-sted,  the  troaVile  /  made,  in  the  House,  couceriiing  Mileacje. 
Ib  fact,  I  did  not  introduce  the  mibject  there, —  made  no 
move  regarding;  it,  —  and  scarcely  alhided  to  it.  Hon.  Elijah 
Kinbree,  of  Indiana,  moved  an  amendment  to  tlie  j)rnper  Ap-' 
propriation  Bill,  providing  that  Mileage  should  thenceforth 
be  char*^ed  by  the  most  direct  mail-route,  —  a  clause  which 
wodM  have  saved  to  the  Treasury  more  than  $  100,000  per 
annuTTi,  —  and  I  voted  for  it;  but  it  was  beaten  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  I  think  never  came  to  the  yeas  and  nays.  At 
•U  events,  the  abuse  was  not  corrected,  and  has  not  yet  been ; 
liioq^  the  last  Congress,  in  raising  its  own  pay  from  $3,000 
to  95,000  per  annnm,had  the  grace  to  cnt  down  Mileage 
ftom  Ibrty  to  twenty  cents  per  mOe  by  *'the  nsoally  tiaveUed 
xoafee.**  Bat  I  think  it  is  no  longer  "nsual^  for  a  man  living 
in  central  Ohio,  Indiana,  or  lUinob  to  "swing  around  the 
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circle,"  via  Detroit,  Buffalo,  Albany,  and  New  York,  in  travel- 
ling from  home  to  Washington  city ;  in  fact,  railroads  are 
generally  straightening  and  shortening  the  "  usual "  routes  of 
travel  I  presume,  therefore,  that  the  worst  excesses  of  the 
Mileage  swindle  have  ere  this  been  abated.    So  mote  it  be ! 


I  do  not  imply  that  legislation,  whether  in  Congress  or  else- 
where, is  purer  and  cleaner  now  than  it  was  twenty  or  forty 
years  ago.  On  the  contrary,  I  judge  that  it  is  oftc*ner  swayed, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  interest,  by  considerations  of 
personal  advantage,  and  that  the  evil  tends  strongly  to  in- 
crease and  diffuse  itself.  Tlie  chartering  of  railroads  through 
public  lands  which  are  required  (as  is  clearly  just)  to  contrib- 
ute to  their  construction,  whether  by  liberal  grants  of  terri- 
tory or  by  direct  subsidies  in  cash,  and  many  kindred  devices  , 
for  promoting  at  once  public  and  private  prosperity,  have 
strongly  tended  to  render  legislation  mercenar}%  whether  in 
Congress,  in  State  l(^slatures,  or  in  municipal  coimcils. 
When  I  was  in  the  House,  there  were  ten  or  twelve  members 
—  not  more  than  twelve,  I  am  confident  — who  were  generally 
presumed  to  be  "  on  the  make,"  as  the  plirase  is ;  and  they 
were  a  class  by  themselves,  as  clearly  as  if  they  were  so  many 
black  sheep  in  a  large  flock  of  white  ones.  I  would  gladly 
believe  that  this  class  has  not  since  increased  in  numbers  or 
in  impudence ;  but  the  facts  do  not  justify  that  presumption. 
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CONGRESS  AS  IT  WAS. 

I 

WHEN  I  first  saw  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stat^, 
in  the  Sumracr  of  1836,  I  judge  that  the  Senate  was 
the  al)lest  body  of  its  niiinbers  on  enrth.  Though  tliei  e  were 
scarcely  more  than  fifty  Senators  in  all,  among  them  were 
Henry  Clay,  Daniel  Webster,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Sihis  Wriglit, 
John  Forsyth,  John  M.  Clayton,  George  B.  Poindexter, 
Thomas  Ewing,  William  C.  Pi\-ston,  NathaTntl  P.  Tall- 
miidge,  and  Jaihes  Buchanan.  The  House,  thun-h  no- 
ticeably  strong,  contained  many  able  and  pniinenl  members, 
headed  by  the  "old  man  eloquent,"  John  Quincy  Adams, who 
had  been  —  with  James  K.  Polk  and  Frankhn  Pierce,  of 
whom  e^ich  wa.s  to  be  —  Presideut  of  the  United  States. 

^Mien  I  entered  tlie  House  twelve  years  later,  ISfr.  Adams 
had  recently  died  in  the  Capitol,  and  beeu  succeeded  by 
Horace  Mann,  who  won  much  honor  in  his  educational,  but 
little  distinction  in  his  parliamentary,  career.  Tlie  Senate 
was  decidedly  weaker  than  wlien  I  fii-^st  looked  down  on  it 
from  the  galU'ry ;  hut  Messrs.  Welxster,  Callioun,  and  Clayton 
were  still  nienil>ers,  while  Messrs.  Wright,  Forsyth,  Poin- 
dexter,  and  PresUm  had  ])assed  away,  and  Mr.  Ewing  was 
living  (as  he  still  is)  in  retirement.  Mr.  Polk  was  President, 
and  Mr.  Buchanan  was  his  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Clay  had 
resigned  in  1B42,  and  had  not  since  been  in  public  life,  save 
tliat  he  was  a  candidate  for  Pre5?ident  in  1844 ;  but  he  wm 
re<'leeted  to  the  SeTiatc,  that  winter,  and  served  thenceforth  till 
his  death,  June  29,  1802.  Mr.  Pierce,  after  .ser\Tn<j  four  years 
in  the  House,  and  five  in  the  Senate,  had  resigned  in  1843, 
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and  had  since  been  in  retirement,  save  that  he  took  part  in 
the  Mexican  War,  He  had  been  so  completely  lost  to 
public  life  that  his  nomination  tor  President,  Uxree  or  four 
years  afterward,  seemed  nearly  equiyalout  to  a  resiiiTBCtioiL 

Abiaham  Tiincoln  and  Andrew  Johnson  (each  then  abooi 
forty  jears  old)  were  meml  >ei^  of  the  House  to  which  I  was 
choeen,  as  Mr.  Johnson  had  been  of  the  two  pteceding  and 
xemained  thiough  the  two  foUowiogy  when  he  was  traiidated 
to  the  Senata  Ifr.  JohnscRi,  being  a  Democrat^  seldom  vis- 
ited our  side  of  the  hall,  and  I  saw  mndh  less  of  him  than 
of  Mr.  linooln,  who  was  a  Whig,  and  who,  tboQ^  a  new 
member,  was  personally  a  &vorite  on  our  side.  He  seemed 
a  quiet,  good-natured  man»  did  not  aspire  to  leadeiribip,  and 
seldom  claimed  the  floor.  I  tiiink  lie  made  but  one  set 
speech  during  that  session,  and  this  speech  was  by  no  means 
a  long  one.  TLuugh  a  struii*,'  partisan,  lie  voted  against  tlm 
bulk  of  his  party  once  or  twice,  when  that  ^ur^e  was  dic- 
tated by  his  convictions.  He  was  one  of  the'most  modeiute, 
tliough  firm,  opponents  of  Slavery  Extension,  and  notably  of 
a  buoyant,  cheerful  spirit.  It  will  surprise  some  to  hear  that, 
though  I  was  often  in  his  company  thenceforward  till  his 
death,  and  long  on  terms  of  friendly  intimacy  with  hini,  I 
never  heard  ium  tell  an  anecdote  or  story. 

I  jtulge  that  Massachusetts  had.  r  1  itively,  the  strongest 
delegation  in  the  House;  as  hers  included  Bobert  C.  Wintbvop 
(Speaker),  Julius  Bockwell,  Joseph  GrinneU,  Charles  Hod- 
son,  Qecoge  Ashmun,  Horace  Mann,  and  John  Gr.  Palfrey. 
Ohio  probablj  ranked  next;  being  in  part  vepresented  by 
Samuel  F.  Vinton  (then  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means), 
Bobett  C.  Schenck  (who  now  Alls  tiiat  post),  Joshua  R.  Oid- 
dings,  and  Joseph  M.  Boot  Of  the  Democrats  in  Hiat  Houses 
those  whom  I  recollect  as  strongest  were  James  J.  McKay 
and  Abraham  W.  Venable  of  North  Carolina,  IIoMell  Col)b 
of  Geoi-gia,  John  Wtuitworth  of  Illinois,  Jacob  Thompson  of 
Mississippi,  and  Geoi-ge  "W.  Jones  of  Tennessee.  Messrs. 
Alexander  H.  Stephens  and  Robert  Toombs  of  Georgia  were 
conspicuous  members,  but  both  then  Whigs,  tliough  tliey 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONGSESS  AS  IT  WAS. 


227 


hKwe  ainee  beoi  quite  othcrwiae.  Vennont  had  alieady  been 
lednoed  to  tiiiee  lepmenfttttiw;  but  ivo  (rf  these  weie  Jacob 
fyjlftiww  and  Geoige  P.  MubIl  YiigiDu  bad  (I  believe) 
mm  Whigs  in  liiftt  Hoiue  than  in  any  befoie  or  since ;  and 
among  them  John  M.  Botfes*  Wiltiam  L  €k>ggin,'  and 
John  S.  Bendletoo.  I  judge  that  A.  H.  Stephens  WBa  the 
most  acnteir  and  perhaps  the  ablest^  member  of  that^Honse ; 
but  one  of  the  elevereat^  if  be  bad  Icnown  how  to  take  good 
care  of  himself,  was  William  T.  Haskell  of  Tennessee,  of 
whom  the  world  never  heard.  He  was  Dot  reelocLed,  and 
died  a  lew  years  aftem^ard. 

1  do  not  ]>rn]M).m?  to  .uive  liere  a  history  of  the  little  that  was 
acliieved  or  the  much  tliat  was  said  at  that  slHui  session.  As 
those  weru  the  last  sands  of  an  AdTninistrati<»n  already  suj»i^r- 
seded,  tlie  (tld  heads  of  either  party  were  indisposed  to  have 
much  done  beside  passii^  the  necessary  Appropriation  bills; 
and  they  were  able  to  have  substantially  their  own  way. 

It  naed  to  be  a  standing  topic  of  complaint,  in  Congress  aa 
vdl  as  out  of  it^  that  too  mach  time  was  mated  there  in 
bate  on  abstractions^  and  especially  on  questions  relating  to 
Skray.  I  was  lepeatedly  asked, "  Don't  yon  want  the  floor 
lor  a  speech  on  the  S3aveiy  qnestion  f " — to  which  I  answered 
that  I  did  not, — that  my  views  on  that  subject  were  abreadj 
tolerably  well  known,  and  that  I  did  not  see  how  I  could 
me  the  time  of  the  House  to  public  adyantage  by  haranguing 
it  on  the  threadbeie  topic  I  think  I  did  once  speak  some 
twenty  minutes  on  the  ruling  theme ;  but  it  was  on  an  even- 
ing set  apart  for  general  debate,  and  when  the  time  'W'as  to  be 
thus  wasted  .anvhow.  Yet,  one  day,  \\  lien  the  House  was  in 
Conimittep  on  some  bill  having  no  newssary  or  |)ro]K'r  con- 
nw-t  ioii  with  Slavpry,  ft  member  rose  and  said,  "  Mr.  Chair- 
man. T  ])rn|>ose  to  iinpnn'e  this  opportunity  to  give  my  views 
on  thi'  Slavi.'rv'  cpu'stion."  Hereupon  another  rev^e  and  said, 
**Mr.  Cltaijinan,  I  o^ijcot.  Tlie  suhjcct  of  Slavery  is  not  now 
in  order.  T\w  rule,  of  the  House  is  plain  and  imperative : 
the  only  subject  that  can  be  debated  is  that  expressly  before 
nsL  I  insist  (hat  the  gentleman  shall  prooeed*  if  at  all,  in 
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aider.**  Hie  Chairman  decided  that,  since  it  had  long  been 
the  tolerated  practice  to  discnas  anything  pertaining  to  the 
atate  of  the  Union  when  in  Comniittee  on  that  enlject^  ha 
should  Tule  that  the  gentleman  was  i»  oider ;  and,  though  wa 
lallied  a  leflpectaUe  force  to  ovenrole  this  decision,  it  .vas 
t&nmphantly  suatained,  —  thoee  who  were  fi^uently  de- 
nouncing "  Slavery  agitation**  taking  the  lead  m  its  support 

Sundry  attempts  at  reforming  what  were  considered  abuses 
were  made  that  Winter,  but  without  brilliant  success.  We 
trietl  to  abolish  flogging  in  the  Navy,  but  werfe  beaten.  T 
think  It  was  Mr.  (now  General)  Schenck  who  raised  a  laugh 
against  ns  1>y  jirnpusing  so  tu  amend  that  the  commander  of 
»a  sliip  uf  war  should  never  order  a  sail  s{>r<>:ul  nr  n'cft/d  with- 
out calling;  all  hands  and  taking  a  vi»te  of  hi.s  crew  on  the 
qiu'stion.  Wi-  wt  ix'  temporarily  successful  in  voting  in  Com- 
mit tec  to  st<:p  dealing  out  strong  drink  to  the  sailors  and 
marines  in  our  Na%n%  though  this,  too,  was  ultimately  de- 
feated ;  but,  in  the  first  flush  of  our  delusive  triumph,  a  mem- 
ber sitting  near  me,  who  had  voted  to  stop  the  grog  latLon^ 
said  to  a  friend  who  (I  believe)  had  voted  the  same  wny,  — • 
"Old,  that  was  a  glorious  vote  we  have  just  taken."  "Yes, 
glorious/'  was  the  ready  response.  "  Gid/'  resumed  the  elated 
lefonner,  "let  us  go  and  take  a  drink  on  the  strength  of  it" 
"Agreed,"  was  the  willing  echo ;  and  they  went 

I  had  been  but  a  few  days  on  the  floor,  when  a  leadiiig 
member  on  our  side  came  along  canvassing  in  behalf  of  an 
embryo  proposition  that  the  House  should  pay  from  its  con- 
tingent fund  seven  dollars  and  a  half  per  column  each  to  The 
Union  and  The  National  Intelligencer  respectively  for  report- 
ing and  printing  our  debates.  "You  can't  pass  that  scheme 
here,"  I  said,  somewhat  abruptly.  "  Wrll,  sir,  I  believe  you 
have  been  a  member  of  this  House  .some  four  or  five  days," 
he  retorted ;  "  and  you  seem  to  ho<xm  early  to  decide  wliat 
measures  can  and  what  eannot  jiass"  "Xo  matter,"  I  re- 
joined, "you  can't  jiass  that  measure  here."  Nevertheless, 
he  tried,  but  couldn't.  Up  to  this  j)eriod,  1  had  been  favor- 
ably regarded  and  kindly  treated  by  Messrs.  Qales  and  Seaton^ 
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tiifi  ezoeDent  tmt  unthrifly  editon  of  The  National  Intelli- 
ge&eer;  bat  tliey  vneted  no  more  civilities  nor  amiles  on  me 
BO  long  «B  tbey  lived  respectivel7.  They  evidently  eonld  not 
realize  that  any  one  could-  oppose  such  a  proposition  from 
any  impulse  other  than  one  of  personsl  hostility  or  general 
malignity. 

An  abuse  had  crept  in,  a  few  years  before,  at  the  dose  of 
a  long,  exhausting  session^  when  some  liberal  soul  proposed 
that  each  of  the  sub-officers  and  attach^  of  Ck>ngress  (whose 
name  is  Legion)  be  paid  two  hundred  ancl  fiify  dollars  extra 
because  of  such  protracted  labor.  Thenceforth,  this  gratuity 
was  repeated  at  the  close  of  each  session, — the  money  being 
taken  by  the  generous  members,  not  ftom  their  own  pockets,* 
but  Unde  Sam's,  and  the  vote  being  now  that  "The  wual 
extra  compensation,**  &c.  As  our  session  was  a  light  as  well 
as  a  short  one,  some  of  us  detemuned  to  stop  this  Treasury 
leak ;  and  we  did  it  once  or  twice,  to  the '  chsgrin  of  the 
movers.  At  length,  came  the  last  night  of  the  session,  and 
with  it  a  magnificent  "spread,"  free  to  all  members,  in  one 
of  the  Committee-rooms,  paid  for  by  a  levy  of  five  dollars 
per  head  from  the  regiment  of  underlings  who  hoped  thus  to 
secure  their  "usual"  gratuity;  giving  each  a  net  profit  on 
the  investment  of  two  hundred  and  forty-five  ddlais.'  After 
the  House  had  been  duly  mellowed  and  warmed,  a  resolve 
to  pay  the  "usual  extra  compensation''  was  sprung,  but 
failed,  —  two  thirds  in  the  affirmative  being  necessary  to 
effect  the  requisite  suspension  of  the  rules.  Nothing  daunted, 
the  operatori  drew  off  to  repair  damages ;  and  soon  there  was 
moved  a  resolve  to  pay  the  chaplain  of  the  House  his  stipend 
from  the  Contingent  Fund,  and  to  suspend  the  rules  to  accord 
this  resolve  an  immediate  consideration. 

"I  otject^  Mr.  Speiiker,**  I  at  once  intexposed;  "we  aH 
know  that  the  chaplain's  sslaiy  has  not  been  left  unprovided 
fat  to  this  tima  This  is  a  ruae,  —  I  call  for  the  Yeas  and 
Kays  on  suspending  the  rules." 

"Shame I  shame t"  rose  and  reverberated  on  every  side; 
"  don't  keep  the  chaplain  out  of  his  haid-eamed  money  I  Be- 
fuse  the  Teas  sad  Nays !" 
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They  were  aoooidin^jr  fefbied ;  Ute  nles  me  Indigiututly 
guspended,  and  tbe  leeoliitioii  leoeived. 

"  And  now,  Mr.  Speaker/*  said  the  member  who  had  been 
c.ist  tur  tliU  pi^.il,  "  I  move  lu  uiiiend  tlie  resolve  l)ef(jre  hy 
aikling  the  usual  extra  compensation  to  the  sub-clerks,  door- 
kecjpei-s,  and  other  employ^  oi'  the  House." 

Nc  ^  i)iier  said  than  done;  debate  was  cut  off,  and  the 
aiiieiulmeiit  prevailed.  Tlie  Resolve,  as  amended,  was  nished 
through  ;  an<i  our  emjplo>/^fi  j)ocket<!d  their  two  Inindred  and 
fifty  dollars  each,  less  the  hve  dolkis  eo  leoeatly  auii  judi- 
eioualy  invested  as  aforesaid 

I  was  placed  by  the  Speaker  OD  the  Gcmiinitiee  on  PuWe 
'Lands,  wliereof  Judge  CkiUamer  of  Vennont  was  chaunnai^ 
and  which  was  mainly  composed  of  worthy,  uptight  men, 
intent  on  standing  up  for  public  light  against  piivate  greed. 
Yarioua  fair-aeeming  bills  and  claims  came  before  us,  some 
of  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  yet  which  we  put  our  heeL 
on  as  barefaced  robberies.  Yuginia  land-cLiinis  (for  addi- 
tional bounty  lands  to  her  Bevolutionaiy  soldiers),  a  pre- 
emption to  part  of  Bock  Island,  a  preiimption  claim  to 
Eelgrass  Island,  etc.,  were  among  the  jobs  remorselessly 
slaughtered  by  us :  our  self-complacency  —  not  to  say,  self- 
conceit —  stefulily  augmenting.  At  length,  there  came  along 
a  meek,  innocent-lo<^king  stranger,  by  whom  we  were  nicely 
taken  in  and  thonm^^hly  done  for.  It  wa.s  a  tu  cetle  to 
the  st'vend  New  States  (<;o  eallrd)  sucli  ])()rti(jus  of  the  unsold 
public  laufls  witliin  tlicir  limits  respectively  as  wt-n;  sub- 
inei*ged  or  sodden,  and  thus  rendered  useless  and  iK  stilrJitial, 
—  that  is,  swamps,  marshes,  bogs,  fens,  etc.  These  lands,  w© 
'Were  told,  were  not  merely  worthless  while  uudrained  :  they 
bred  fevers,  ague,  and  all  manner  of  zymotic  diseases,  shorten- 
ing the  lives  of  the  pioneers,  and  rendering  good  lands  adja- 
cent tmhealthy  and  wortldeas.  But  cede  these  swamp  lands 
to  the  States  including  them  respectively,  on  condition  that 
they  should  sell  them  and  devote  the  proceeds  to  draining 
and  improvmg  them,  and  evetything  would  be  lovely, —  the 
,  neighboring  dry  lauds  would  sdl  readily^  and  the  Ttaasuiy  be 
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generously  replenished,  etc.  There  was  never  a  cat  rolled 
whiUjr  iii  meal ;  and  I,  for  one,  was  completely  dui)ed.  xls  I 
fecollect,  the  bill  did  not  jwiss  at  that  session :  but  we  re- 
ported btrou  ly  in  its  I'uvur;  and  that  repuii,  i  iubtiess,  aided 
to  cany  the  measure  through  tlie  next  Congress.  The  con- 
sequence was  a  reckless  and  fraudulent  tiunsh-T  to  certain 
States  of  millions  on  millions  of  choice  public  lands,  whole 
■ectiona  of  which  had  not  muck  enough  on  their  soi&ce  to 
accommodale  a  single  £air€iBed  frog ;  while  the  appropriation 
€f  the  pioceeds  to  draining  proved  a  farce  and  a  sham.  The 
lands  went,  —  all  of  them  tliat  had  standing  water  enough  oa 
a  square  mile  of  their  snrfiMse  to  float  a  duck  in  March,  with 
ft  good  deal  moie  beside;  while  never  a  shake  o£  ague  has  ao]r 
|itfmfff)t>  been  i^iaied  by  leasoii  ct  all  the  drainage  done 
mder  this  specious  act  I  can  only  hope  that  some  of  ns 
Issmed  a  wholesome  lasBon  of  distrust 

The  last  ni^^t  of  a  session  is  nsnally  a  long  one ;  and  onus 
was  not  only  long,  but  excited.  The  two  Houses  were  at 
Yariance :  The  House  desiring  (at  least,  voting)  to  prohibit 
tke  inti'oduction  of  Slavery  into  tlie  vast  territories  ju^t  then 
acquired  from  Mexico ;  the  Siiiate  dissenting  from  that 
policy.  Of  coui-se,  we  who  voted  fur  the  restriction  could 
n(;t  carry  it  through  uui  over  the  iSenat^j.  But  that  l>o<ly 
wiis  nut  content  to  stand  on  the  defensive:  it  attuclied  to  the 
preat  Civil  and  Diplomatic  A])propriation  bill  (since  divided) 
a  provLsion  for  the  orgaiiiisation  of  the  new  Territories,  —  of 
course,  without  the  restriction  ap:ainst  Slavery, —  and,  in 
eflisct^  said  to  us,  ''Yon  shall  agree  to  this,  as  the  new  [Taylor] 
Administration  shall  not  have  a  dollar  to  spend  after  the  1st 
of  July  ensuing."  We  had  one  or  two  conferonces  by  com- 
mittee; but  neither  House  would  give  way.  linaUy,  the 
bill  came  back  to  us  on  this  last  evening, — the  Senate  in- 
sisting on  its  Tenitorial  amendment  Each  side  had  rallied 
in  fall  loro  (there  were  bat  three  of  all  the  representatives 
chosen  ftom'  the  Slave  States  who  were  not  in  their  seats)« 
and  we  were  morally  certain  to  be  beaten  on  a  motion  to 
recede, — three  at  four  weak  brethren  changing  their  votes 
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rather  than  leave  tlic  Grovenunent  penniless ;  when  some  ana 
on  our  aide — I  belieire  it  was  Bichazd  W.  Thompeon  of 
Indiana — got  in  a  motion  to  concur,  with  an  amendment 
This  amfindment  accepted  the  Senate'a  project  of  oigaiiudqg 
the  new  Teiritoriec^  baiel j  adding  a  atipuktion  tliat  ihs  eaM- 

till  (handed  hy  eonamt 
<f  (kngrm,  (The  exiatlng  lawa  were  tiioae  of  Mexico,  and 
'  forhade  SOaveiy.)  This  motion  pravailed  (as  I  recollect,  the 
vote  on  one  important  division  stood  one  hnndzed  and  eleven 
to  one  handled  and  ten),  and  completely  changed  the  ivhole 
ajspect  of  the  matter.  The  pro-Slavery  men  were  now  as 
anxious  to  L'\pun<;e  tlie  Territorial  clause  as  they  had  previ- 
ously been  determined  to  insert  it  at  all  hazards ;  and  the 
Senate  stnick  out  its  cherished  jiro vision,  and  let  the  Appro- 
priation bill  pass  as  it  originally  wils,  leaving  the  question  of 
Slavery^  in  the  new  Territories  as  a  legacy  of  tDulili'  to  the 
incounng  Administration.  Never  was  a  parliameuiarv'  move  • 
more  clever  than  that  motion  to  concur  with  an  amendment. 

When  it  had  been  carried  through  our  House,  and  while 
the  Senate  was  chewing  upon  it,  there  ensued  a  hiatus  or 
interregnum, — the  House  having  really  nothing  to  do  bat 
wait  At  sn^  timeB^  any  member  who  has  a  pet  project  or 
bill  astEB  a  suspension  of  the  rules  in  &vor  of  its  considera- 
tion. Among  theae  motions  was  one  hf  Mir.  Bohert  W.  Johnson 
of  Arkansas,  who  wished  the  House  to  consider  a  hiH  provid- 
ing pa}  ment  for  horses  loet-hy  his  constituents  while  actiQg. 
as  volunteera.  in  Indian  wai&  His  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  fiBiled  \  when  I  drew  firom  my  drawer  a  resolve,  which 
had  lain  there  for  weeks,  proposing  that  our  country  take  the 
general  name  of  Columbia,  in  honor  of  the  great  discoverer. 
I  was  making  a  few  remarks  introductory  to  my  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules, — which  I  knew  would  be  defeated,  —  when, 
as  the  aflair  \v;us  afterward  explained  to  niCj  Mr.  R.  AV.  John- 
son, my  jjredecessor  on  the  floor,  turned  n])on  Mr.  O.  B.  Fick- 
lin  of  Illinois,  who  sat  very  near  him,  and  angrily  said  : 
" Eicklin,  why  do  you  ahvnvs  oppose  any  motion  I  make?'* 
**  I  did  not  oppose  your  joaotion»"  was  the  prompt  and  true 
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reply.  "You  lie!"  rejoined  Johusou,  whose  powei-s  of  o>vger- 
vation  were  not  then  in  their  best  estaU',  und  he  sprang  ior- 

■  ward  iis  thou;^di  to  clutch  Ficklin  ;  when  Mr.  Samuel  W,  Inge 
of  jVlalxima  ru>^hud  upon  the  Litter,  and  struck  him  two  or 
three  blows  with  a  cane.  "Order!  Order!  —  Seigeant-at- 
annSy  do  your  duty  '. "  interposed  the  Speaker ;  and  the  afi&ay 
was  promptly  arrested.  Why,  Inge*  what  did  you  fall  apon 
Fuskiin  for  ? "  inquired  one  of  his  neighbors ;  Ficklin  Ijciog  an 
intensely  pro-Slaver}'  Democrat,  as  were  Inge  and  JohiuraiL 
Why,  I  thought/'  explained  Iiige»  that  the  %ht  between 
the  North  and  the  Sontli  had  conunenoed,  and  I  ni%ht  as 
wdl  pttdk  in."  I  did  not  hear  him  say  this ;  bat  it  was  le- 
ported  to  me  diiecUy  afterwaid,  and  I  have  no  donbt  that  he 
said  and  thoi^ht  sa 

Mc  Giddiugs  went  over  to  the  Bemooatic  side  of  the 
House  that  night,  and  made  some  jocniar  lemaik  to  an  ao- 
quaintance  on  the  change  of  aspect  since  we  had  made  and 
sustained  our  motion  to  concur  witli  an  amendment,- —  when 
he  was  a.ssaulted,  and  was  glad  to  get  away  quilc  rapidly.  I 
am  couhdent  I  could  nut  have  pa^ised  <[uietly  through  that 
side  of  the  House  l>etween  ten  and  two  o'clock  of  that  night 
without  l>eing  assaulted;  and,  had  I  resi.st-ed,  beaten  within 
an  inch  of  my  life,  il  not  killed  outright.  Yet  T  had  proposed 
nothing,  said  nothing,  on  the  exciting  topic ;  I  was  obnoxious 
only  because  I  was  presumed  earnestly  hostile  to  Slavery: 

I  believe  it  was  just  7  a.  m.  oi  the  4th  of  March,  1849, — 
the  day  of  General  Taylor^s  insii^umtion,  —  wlien  the  two 
Hoiues,  having  finished  aU  the  inevitable  business  of  the 
sesnon,  were  adjonnied  without  day,  and  I  walked  down  to 
wy  hotel,  free  thenceforth  to  mind  my  own  bosiness.  I  have 
not  amoe  been  a  member,  nor  held  any  post  nnder  the  Federal 
Govenmient;  it  is  not  likely  that  I  shall  ever  again  hold  one; 
yet  I  look  back  upon  those  three  months  I  spent  in  Congress 
SB  among  the  meet  profitably  employed  of  any  in  the  coarse 

»  of  my  life.  I  saw  things  from  a  novel  point  of  view ;  and,  if 
I  came  away  from  the  Capitol  uo  wiser  than  I  went  thither, 
the  fault  was  entirely  iuy  own. 
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I BELIEVE  I  heard  vaguely  of  what  were  called  "  Tlie 
Kochester  Knockings"  soon  after  they  were  first  pro- 
claimed, or  testified  to,  in  the  Spring  of  1848 ;  but  they  did 
not  attract  my  attention  till,  during  a  brief  absence  from  New 
York,  —  perhaps  while  in  Congress,  —  I  penised  a  connected, 
circumstantial  account  of  the  alleged  phenomena,  signed  by 
several  prominent  citizens  of  Rochester,  and  communicated 
by  them  to  The  Tribune,  wherein  I  read  it.  It  made  little 
impression  on  my  mind,  though  I  never  had  that  repugnance 
to,  or  stubborn  incredulity  regarding,  occurrences  called  super- 
natural wliich  is  evinced  by  many.  My  consciousness  of 
ignorance  of  the  extent  or  limitations  of  the  natural  is  so  vivid, 
tliat  I  never  could  realize  that  difficulty  in  crediting  what  are 
termed  miracles,  which  many  affirm.  Doubtless,  the  first  per- 
son who  obser\'ed  the  attraction  of  iron  by  the  magnet  sup- 
posed he  had  stumbled  up«n  a  contradiction  to,  or  violation 
of,  the  laws  of  nature,  wlien  he  had  merely  enlarged  his  own 
acquaintance  with  natund  phenomena.  The  Hy  that  sees  a 
rock  lifted  from  its  bed  may  fancy  himself  witness  of  a  mira- 
cle, when  what  he  sees  is  merely  the  inteq)osition  of  a  jwwer, 
the  action  of  a  force,  which  transcends  his  narrow  concej)tions, 
his  ephemeral  exjxjrience.  I  know  so  very  little  of  nature, 
that  1  cannot  detennine  at  a  glance  what  is  or  is  not  sui)er- 
natural ;  but  I  know  tliat  things  do  occur  which  are  decidedly 
superusual,  and  I  rest  in  the  fact  without  being  able,  or  feeling  ^ 
required,  to  explain  it. 

I  believe  that  it  was  early  in  1850  that  the  Fox  family,  in 
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which  the  so-called  Knockings  had  first  occurred  or  been 
noted, — ^Urst  at  the  littk*  liaitik-t  knowni  us  Hydesville,  near 
Newark,  Wayne  Co.,  X.  Y.,  —  came  to  Xcw  York,  and  stopped 
at  a  hotel,  wliere  I  caUcd  upon  them,  and  heard  the  so-called 
**mps,'  but  wa-s  neither  editicd  iior  enlightened  thereby. 
Nothinj^  transpired  beyond  the  "n4>pinga"  :  which,  even  if 
deemed  inexplicable,  did  not  much  interest  me.  In  fact,  I 
should  have  regretted  that  any  of  my  departed  ones  had  hecn 
impelled  to  address  me  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the 
motley  throng  ni  stmigen  gathered  aioood  the  table  on  which 
the  "  raps  "  were  generally  made. 

I  had  no  deeize  for  a  second  "  sittingy''  and  might  never  have 
had  one ;  but  my  wife — then  speciallj  and  deeply  interaBted 
in  aU  that  pertains  to  the  nnseen  wodd,  faecanae  «f  the  leoent 
loiB  of  oor  dadii^  "Pickje" — Tinted  the  Foxea  twice  att 
fliioe  at  their  hotel*  and  Inyited  them  thenoe  to  spend  acnne 
Week  or  ao  with  her  at  our  hooi&  Thenb  >long  with  maah 
ttat  aeemed  trivial,  nnaatiBfiMtoiy,  and  nnlike  what  might 
natiimlly  be  expected  ftxm  the  land  ol  aoola,  I  received  aome 
responses  to  my  questions  of  a  very  remariatUe  character, 
evincing  knowledge  (^f  occurrences  of  which  no  one,  not  an 
iamate  of  our  taruily  in  former  veai-s,  cuuld  well  have  heeu 
cognizant.  Most  of  these  could  h.ivc  uo  sigiulicance  or  co- 
gency to  straiKjers  ;  but  one  of  them  seems  worth  iiai  lutinj]:. 

It  was  the  second  or  third  day  after  the  Foxes  came  to  uur 
hf'iise.  T  had  worked  very  hard  and  late  at  the  otlice  the 
night  before,  reaching  home  after  all  otluas  wore  in  l>eil ;  so  I 
did  not  rise  till  all  had  had  breakfast  and  had  gone  out,  my  wife 
^flndftd.  When  1  rose  at  last,  I  took  a  book,  and,  reading 
on.  a  lounge  in  our  frcmt  parlor,  soon  fell  into  an  imperfect 
doze,  during  which  there  called  a  Mrs.  Freeman,  termed  a 
ckirvoyant,  from  Boston,  with  her  husband  and  an  invalid 
gentleinan.  They  had  together  visited  Kiagpura  Falls^  had 
seen  the  Foxes  at  Bocheater  on  their  way;  and  now,  return* 
,  ii^had  sought  them  at  their  hotel,  and  followed  them  thence 
to  onr  honaa  As  th^  did  not  inquire  for  m^  being  unaware 
fl(  aa  well  as  indigent  to,  my  presence  in  the  house,  they 
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were  shown  into  the  back  parlor,  separated  by  sliding-doors 
from  tliat  in  which  I  was,  and  they  there  awaited  the  return 
of  the  Foxes,  which  occuiTed  in  about  half  an  lioiir.  Tlie 
aliding-doors  being  imperfectly  closed,  I  drowsily  heard  the 
strangers  urge  the  Foxes  to  accom] rinv  fliem  to  their  hotel; 
saying,  "  We  feel  like  intruders  here."  This  impelled  me  to 
rise  and  go  into  the  back  parlor,  in  order  to  make  tiie  stnu^ 
geis  welcome.  Mis.  i^eeman  had  been  already,  or  was  soon 
afterward,  magnetized  by  her  hnaband  into  the  state  termed 
dairvoyanoe,  wherein  she  professed  to  see  spirits  rehUsed  to 
those  who  were  pat  into  magnetic  rapport  with  her.  "What 
she  reported  as  of  or  ficom  those  spirits  might  be  ever  so  tme 
or  fidse  for  aught  /  know.  At  length — merely  to  make  tiie 
strangers  feel  more  at  their  ease  —  I  said, "  Mr.  Freeman,  may 
not  /  be  put  into  comiiiuiiication  with  spirits  through  Mrs. 
Freeman  ?"  to  which  lie  readily  ai>sent«d,  placed  my  hand  in 
hers,  made  a  few  passes,  and  bade  me  iisk  such  questions  as  I 
would.  As  she  had  just  reported  the  presence  of  spirit  broth- 
ers and  sistei-s  of  others,  I  asked,  "  Mrs.  Freeman,  do  you  see 
any  brotlu^T-g  or  sisters  of  mine  in  the  spirit  world  ?'*  She 
gazed  a  minute  intiintly,  then  responded,  "  Yt;^,  there  is  one; 
his  name  is  Horace,"  and  then  proceeded  to  describe  a  child 
quite  circumstantially.  I  made  no  remark  when  she  had  con- 
cluded, though  it  seemed  to  me  a  very  wild  gue^,  even  had 
she  known  that  I  had  barely  one  departed  brother,  that  his 
name  was  identical  with  my  own,  though  such  was  the  &ci 
I  resumed, "  Mrs.  Freeman,  do  you  see  any  mort  brothers  or 
sisters  of  mine  in  the  spirit  world  ?  **  She  looked  again  as 
before;  then  eagerly  aaid,  Yes»  there  is  another;  her  name 
is  Anna — no — her  name  is  Almiia — no  (perplexedly),  I 
cannot  get  the  name  exactly, — yet  it  begins  with  Now 
the  only  sister  I  ever  lost  was  named  Arminda,  and  she,  as 
well  as  my  brother,  died  before  I  was  bom, — he  being  three, 
and  she  scaioely  two,  years  old.  They  were  buried  in  ^  se* 
eluded  rural  graveyard  in  Bedford,  N.  H.,  about  sixty  years 
ago,  and  no  st^jue  marks  their  restinc^-place.  Even  my  wife 
did  not  know  their  names,  aud  certainly  no  one  else  present 
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hat  myself  did.  And,  if  Mrs.  Freeman  obtained  one  of  theae 
nameB  fam  my  mind  (as  one  theoiy  affiims)  why  not  the  other 
•8  weQ  I  nnoe  each  was  thero  as  clearly  as  the  other. 

Koi  long  after  thia,  I  had  called  on  Mademoiaelle  Jenny  Lind, 
fhen  a  new-comer  among  ua,  and  was  oonverauqg  ahoat  the 
Gunent  marvel  with  the  kte  N.  P.  WiUia,  while  MademolgePe 
lind  was  devoting  henelf  more  especially  to  smne  other  caU- 
6EL  Our  oonyenation  caoght  Mademoiselle  lind's  ear,  and 
arrested  her  attention ;  so,  after  making  some  inquiries,  she 
asked  if  she  could  witness  the  so-called  "  Manifestations.'* 

I  answered  that  she  could  do  S(j  Ity  coining  to  my  house  in 
the  heart  of  tlic  city,  as  Katy  Fox  was  then  staying  with  us. 
She  assented,  and  a  time  was  fixed  fur  her  call;  at  which 
time  she  appeannl,  \\  ith  a  considcralilc  rotinne  of  total  stran- 
ger*. All  wi!re  soon  sruted  around  a  Uihle,  ami  the  "rappings** 
wtif  soon  auiUble  and  abundant.  "Take  your  hands  from 
under  the  table  !"  Mademoiselle  Jeimy  called  across  to  mo 
in  the  tone  and  manner  of  an  inditlerently  bold  archduchess. 
■What  ?  **  I  asked,  not  distinctly  comprehending  her*  "  Take 
your  hands  from  under  the  table she  imperiously  repeated; 
and  I  now  understood  that  she  anqiected  me  of  causing,  by 
tome  legeidemain,  the  puzzling  concussions.  I  instantly 
dasped  my  hands  over  niy  head»  and  there  kept  them  nntil 
the  ntting  dosed,  as  it  did  veiy  soon.  I  need  hardly  add 
tbst  Ihis  made  not  the  smallest  diflerenoe  with  the  "mp- 
pings  " ;  bitt  I  was  thoroughly  and  finally  cured  of  any  desire 
to  exhibit  or  commend  them  to  strangen. 

Not  long  afterward,  I  witnessed  what  I  strongly  suspected 
to  be  a  ju«i<jle  or  trick  on  the  })art  of  ^  "  medium,"  which  gave 
me  a  Jisrelisli  loi  the  whole  business,  and  I  have  seen  very 
little  of  it  since.  I  never  saw  a  "apirit  hand,"  though  persons 
in  whose  vemcity  T  have  fidl  confidence  assure  me  that  they 
have  done  so.  (I  do  not  say  that  they  v,i  le  or  were  not  de- 
luded or  mistaken.)  But  I  have  sat  with  (lirec  others  around 
a  small  table,  with  ever}^  one  of  our  ei'^ht  hands  lyiuir  plainly, 
palpably,  on  that  table,  and  heard  rapid  writing  with  a  pencil 
on  |)aper»  which,  perfectly  whiter  we  had  just  previously 
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placed  under  that  lalile  ;  and  have,  the  next  minute,  picked 
up  tliat  paper  with  a  sensible,  straightt'orwaid  message  o€ 
twenty  to  fifty  words  fairly  wnUen  thereon.  I  do  not  say  by 
whom,  or  by  what,  said  mesBage  was  written ;  yet  I  am  quite 
confident  that  none  of  the  penonB  present^  who  wece  viaihle 
to  mortal  eyes,  wrote  it. 

And  hare  let  me  deal  with  the  hypothesis  of  juggUrjr,  Icnae* 
joint  ratUingy  toe-eiackiiig^  Jbc  I  have  no  doubt  that  pm- 
tended  "medimna"  have  olten  amaaed  tiieir  TisitDn  by  feati 
of  juggleiy, — indeed,  I  am  confident  that  I  have  been  pres- 
ent when  they  did  so.  In  so  far  as  the  hypothesis  of  spii  it 
agency  rests  on  the  integrity  of  the  "mediums"  I  cannot 
deem  it  established.  Most  of  them  are  persons  of  no  especial 
moral  elevation ;  and  I  know  that  more  than  one  of  thvm  Iuls 
endcuvored  to  simulate  "raps"'  when  the  genuine  conlii  n.>t  be 
evoked.  Let  us  assume,  then,  that  the  "  raps  '  pro\  e  just 
nothing  at  all  b«'V(>nd  the  bare  fact  that  sounds  ha\  e  olten 
l>een  produced  by  some  agency  or  impulse  which  we  du  nut 
fully  understand,  and  tliat  all  tlie  j)hysi(  al  phenomena  have 
been,  or  may  be,  simulated  or  jmmlleled  by  such  jugglers  as 
Hondin,  Blitz,  the  Fakir  of  Ava,  &c.  But  the  amazing  sleight 
of  hand  of  these  accomplished  performers  is  the  result  of  pro* 
trrictt'd,  laborious  training,  by  predecessors  nearly  or  quite  as 
adroit  and  dexteron?;  as  themselves  ;  while  the  "  mediums  "  aie 
often  children  of  tender  yean,  who  had  no  such  trainiug,  have 
no  special  dexterity,  and  some  of  whom  are  known  to  be 
awkward  and  clumsy  in  their  movements.  The  jnggleiy  hy- 
pothesis utterly  &ils  to  acconnt  for  occurrences  which  I  have 
personally  witnessed,  to  ^y  nothing  of  oUieis. 

Nor  can  I  unreservedly  accept  the  hypothesis  which  as- 
cribes the  soHsalled  "spiritual**  phenomena  to  a  demoniac 
origin.  That  might  account  satis&ctorily  for  some  of  them, 
but  not  for  all  For  instance :  In  tlie  township  of  Wayne, 
Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  near  the  house  of  iny  f  ither  and  brother,  tboro 
lived,  twelve  or  fifteen  yc^irs  a^jo,  a  Hirmer  well  known  t«.>  me, 
named  King,  who  had  many  tiond  traits,  and  one  bad  habit, — 
that  of  keeping  a  barrel  of  wiuskey  in  his  house,  and  dealii^ 
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omi  tlie  Tillanous  fluid  at  so  nmch  per  qoaii  or  pint  to  lua 
tfainty  ndgMwia  Having  raoeailj  lort  a  beloved  daughter, 
he  liad  leoomie  to  "spuitoalisiii,''  (alxnidDable  tena  1)  and 
leoeived  niaiiy  moingoc  fiom  whafc  puzpofted  to  be  bis  lost 
difld» — ona'or  mora  of  which  inaiated  that  the  aforaeaid 
whiakey-bairal  must  be  e^^elled  from  his  premises^aiid  never 
leinstated.  So  said,  so  done,  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Beighboihood.  Now,  I  feel  oonfidoit  that  Hie  Devil  never 
sent  nor  dictated  message  ;  for,  if  he  did,  his  character 
has  been  grossly  belied,  and  kU  biography  ought  to  be  re- 
■written. 

Tlie  laiJuies  of  the  "  mediums "  were  more  convincinj^  to 
my  iiiiiid  than  tlieir  successes.  A  juggler  can  do  nearlv  aa 
Well  al  one  time  as  another  ;  but  I  have  known  the  most  eini- 
Dcut  "  mediums  "  spend  a  long  eveninfr  in  tr}'ing  to  cvok(i  the 
"  spiritual  phenomena, "  without  a  gleam  of  success.  I  have 
kuown  tins  to  occur  when  they  were  particularly  anxious  — 
and  iat  obviously  good  leasons  —  to  astound  and  convinoe 
those  who  were  present  and  esqpectant ;  yet  not  even  the 
fiuntest  "  rap  could  they  scaie  np.  Had  tliey  b^a  jugglen^ 
they  oonld  not  have  fiiiled  so  iittedy»  jgnominiously. 

Bat^  while  the  sterile  "aittiiigs''  contributed  quite  as  much 
Si  the  other  sort  to  oonviiice  me  thst  the  "tappings'*  wete 
Bot  aU  impostoie  and  tend,  they  served  decidedly  to  distn- 
dine  me  to  devote  my  time  to  what  is  called  ^investigation.*' 
To  sii  for  two  dieary,  mortal  hoois  in  a  darkened  ioom»  in  a 
ndzed  company,  waiting  for  some  one's  disembodied  grand* 
&ther  or  aunt  to  tip  a  table  or  rap  on  a  door,  is  doll  nraaio  at 
best;  but  so  to  sit  in  vain  is  di^Lrnsting. 

I  close  with  a  few  general  deductions  from  all  I  have  seen 
or  known  of  "  spirit-r.ipping.** 

T.  TIi<»:<e  who  disclian^^e  ])romptly  and  faithfully  all  their 
dutii^  to  tliose  wlio  "still  live"  in  the  flesh  can  liave  little 
time  for  jwtking  and  j»ecring  into  tin?  life  l)('youd  the  grave. 
Better  attend  to  each  world  in  its  proper  oitier. 

II.  Those  who  claim,  throng! i  the  "  mediums,"  to  be  Shake- 
wpdm,  MiUott,  ^rzon,  dca,  and  tiy  to  prove  it  by  writing 
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poetry,  invariahly  come  to  grief.  I  cannot  recall  a  line  of 
"spiritual "  poetry  that  is  not  weak,  if  not  execrable,  save  that 
of  Eev.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  who  is  a  poet  still  in  the  flesh. 
After  he  dies^  I  predict  that  the  poetr}^  sent  us  as  his  will  be 
mach  worse  than  he  ever  vxote  while  in  the  txidj.  Even 
Tnpper,  appalling  as  la  the  prospect,  will  he  diihbling  woiae 
thymes  nponns  after  deaiih  than  even  A«  perpetrated  whfle  on 
earth. 

nL  As  a  general  mle,  the  so-called  ^  spiiitiial  commnnifsar- 
turns"  are  vague,  unreal^  shadowy,  trivial.  Iliey  are  not 
what  we  should  expect  our  departed  friends  to  say  to  us.  I 

never  could  feel  that  the  lost  relative  or  friend  who  professed 
to  be  addressing  me  wa^s  actually  present.  1  do  not  doubt 
that  foolish,  trifling  people  remain  so  (measurably)  after  they 
kav(.'  passed  the  dark  river;  I  perceive  that  trivial  t|ue3tions 
must  necessarily  invite  trivial  answers;  but,  after  making  all 
due  allowance,  I  insLst  that  the  ''spiritual"  literature  of  the 
day,  in  so  far  as  it  i»nrport.«i  to  consist  of  conmnmications  or 
revelations  from  tlie  future  life,  is  more  inane  and  trashy 
than  it  could  be  if  the  sages  and  heroes,  the  saints  and  poets^ 
of  by-gone  days  were  really  ^peaking  to  us  through  these  pr^ 
tend(  d  revelations. 

IV.  Kot  only  is  it  true  (as  we  should  in  any  ease  presmne) 
that  iiearly  all  attempts  of  the  so-called  "mediums "  to  guide 
speculators  as  to  events  yet  futuie  have  proved  melancholy 
^uies,  hut  it  is  demonstrated  that  the  so-calkd  "  spirits " 
are  often  ignorant  of  events  which  have  already  transpired. 
They  did  not  help  fish  np  the  hrohen  Atlantic  Cable,  nor  find 
Sir  John  Franklin>  nor  dispel  the  mystery  which  still  shrouds 
the  fate  of  the  crew  and  passengers  of  the  doomed  steamship 
President^ — and  so  of  a  thousand  instances  wherein  their 
presumed  knowledcfe  might  liave  been  of  use  to  us  darkly 
seeing  mortals.  All  that  we  liavo  learned  of  them  has  added 
little  or  nothing  to  our  knowlcdire,  unless  it  l)e  in  enabling 
us  to  ans^N  er  with  more  contidence  that  old,  momentous  ques- 
tion, "  If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again  ?** 

V.  On  the  whole  (though  I  say  it  with  regret)  it  seems  to 
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me  that  the  great  "body  of  the  "  Spiritualists  "  have  not  been 
rendered  better  u  and  women  —  better  hiLsbaiids,  wives, 
parents,  chihIrtMl — by  their  new  faith.  I  think  some  have 
been  improved  l)y  it,  —  while  many  who  were  previously 
good  arv  good  still,  —  and  some  have  morally  deteriomted.  I 
judge  that  laxer  notions  respectmg  ^faniage,  Divorce,  Chas- 
tity, and  stem  Morality  generally,  have  advanced  in  the  wake 
of  "  Spiritualism."  And,  while  I  am  fully  aware  that  religious 
mania  so-called  has  usually  a  purely  mateiial  osiffn,  80  that 
revivala  have  often  been  charged  with  mi^ln-ng  persons  insane 
whose  insanity  took  its  hue  from  the  topic  of  the  hour,  but 
owed  its  existence  to  purely  physical  causes,  I  still  judge  that 
Uie  aggregate  of  hoik  Insanity  and  Suicide  has  been  increased 
by  ^  Spiritoalism." 

YL  I  do  not  know  that  these  "  conminnications "  made 
tliRNigh  'medinnia''  pvooeed  from  those  who  aie  said  to  be 
theiranthon^nGrfiKnn  the  spirits  of  the  departed  at  alL  Cei^ 
tain  devebpments  strongly  indicate  that  the^  do ;  others,  that 
thej  do  not  We  know  that  thej  say  they  do,  which  is  evi* 
6ence  so  far  as  it  go^,  and  is  not  directly  contradicted  or  re- 
butted. That  some  of  them  are  the  result  of  juctple,  collusion, 
or  trick,  I  am  confident ;  that  others  are  Jiot,  I  decidedly  be- 
lieve. The  only  certain  conclusion  in  the  premises  to  wliich 
my  mind  1ms  Ixjen  led  is  forcibly  set  forth  b^  Kshakespeare 
in      words  of  the  Danish  prince :  — 

"  There  are  more  things  in  heaven  and  cardl,  SonliO!^ 
Tbaa  are  drmmt  of  m  your  philosophy." 

VII-  I  find  my  "  spiritual  **  friends  nowise  less  bigoted,  less 
intoleiant^  than  the  devotees  at  other  shrines.  They  do  not 
alkrw  me  to  see  through  my  own  ejes,  but  insist  that  I  shall 
•eethxonghtheif&  If  my  condnsion  fiom  certain  data  dilfers 
from  theiis,  they  will  not  allow  my  stapid^  to  aeconnt  for 
oar  difoenoe»  bnt  insist  on  attributing  it  to  hypociisy>  or  some 
other  fbim  of  rascalify.  I  cannot  reconcile  this  hazsh  judg- 
ment with  their  professions  of  liberality,  their  talk  of  philos- 
Ofihy.  Bn^  if  I  speak  at  all,  I  must  report  what  I  see  and 
liear. 
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ABOUT  the  year  1836,  when  tho  Territor}'  of  Michigiin  was 
crystallizing  into  a  State,  tliero  arose  a  dispute  between 
her  and  Ohio  concerning  a  small  l»ut  iinpoilant  comer,  which 
indttded  the  then  village  —  now  city  —  ot  Toledo.  Military 
—  or  rather  militia  —  demonstratiom?  were  made  on  hoth 
sides,  wherein  much  whiskey  was  consumed,  but  no  Moofi 
shed ;  and  at  length  the  vastly  preponderant  weight  of  Ohio 
in  die  national  councib  prevailed,  and  insured  her  the  peace- 
fed  possession  of  the  contested  comer ;  while  Michigan  was 
indi£ferantly  oonsoled  by  the  preposterous  addition  to  her  natu- 
1^1  area  of  a  Tasl^  Tnld  r^on  lying  north  and  northwest  of 
Lake  Michigan,  since  Vn  o  wn  as  her  "  Upper  Peninsula."  This 
zegion,  when  it  came  to  be  surveyed  and  mapped  for  pet f  la- 
ment, proved  rich  in  superficial  indications  of  mineral  wealth, 
mainly  Copper  and  Iron;  and  a  small  crowd  of  adventurers 
lushed  thither  in  quest  of  suddenly  acquired  riches,  in  the 
Summer  or  Fall  of  1844.  The  early  closing  of  navigation  on 
Lake  Superior  and  the  St  Mary's  River  comp<;lled  a  part  of 
these  to  remain  on  Keewenaw  Point  throughout  the  ensuing 
Winter ;  and,  being  without  advices  from  t  Isewheie  later  than 
the  precerling  August  or  September,  the  Whig  portion  of  this 
crowd  celsbfated,  on  iho  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Cla/s  pre- 
sumed inancniration  as  President,  —  an  inauguration  which, 
unhappily,  failed  to  come  ofi^  as  they  sanguinely  believed  it 
would  do,  —  nay,  did,  —  1  because  it  should  have  done.  When 
^fring  opened,  several  of  them  came  down,  hiingiQg  won- 
drous accounts  of  the  riches  of  the  Superior  region  in  copper 
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«iid  aflTer,  if  not  also  in  gold,  and  organized  in  ourcity  s*  vc  ral 
companies  for  the  development  of  the  wealth  thtis  lai<l  dju-n 
to  human  apjtropriation.  An  old  i>ack\V(.iod.sman,  n.uued 
liiiley,  who  had  heard  my  uame,  —  possibly,  read  my  ]>aper, 
—  had  set  ajtart  for  me  some  stock  in  a  projected  company, 
to  lie  located  on  a  C'»p[»ri-vein  or  out<  iop  of  his  discovery; 
Tifcijiu  stmg  me  to  act  in  his  In-half  as  a  trustee  or  dilator  of 
said  ( i>iai><inv;  to  which  I,  in  my  yet  complete  ignorance  of 
mmmg,  acceded.  For  some  three  years  thereafter,  I  acted 
accordingly ;  coaxing  seveial  assessments  ftom  unwilling  atock- 
boldera  (who,  in  their  primeval  innocence,  had  expected  to 
leoeive  dividends  from  their  stock  instead  of  paying  asseas- 
jnents  thereon),  and  applying  the  jaoceediiy  as  well  as  I  could, 
to  the  opening  of  oar  nune.  At  lepgth,  in  the  Spring  of  1847, 
I  made  a  hnsiness  "visit  to  oar  property, — taking  along  the 
gold  reqnized  to  pay  off  onr  workmen,  and  buying  at  Detroit 
ft  yoke  of  oxen,  a  supply  of  hay  and  grain,  a  good  stock  of 
pcovisions,  &c.,  and  taking  them  with  me  to  their  and  my 
destination. 

I  had  never  before  been  farther  in  tliat  direction  than  De- 
troit;  and  tills  journey  considerably  enlarged  my  acquaint- 
imrc  with  th(*  northwest.  I^ke  lluron  was  shrouded  in  fosr 
and  mist,  and  our  fc>teaml>oat  traversed  its  entire  h.-n^th  slowly 
and  tautiously;  thence  feeling  our  \vay  up  the  St.  Maiy's 
only  by  daylight,  —  the  channel  lieini;  too  sliallow,  rocky,  and 
intricate  for  navigation  by  night  At  the  Sault  JSte.  Marie 
we  found  a  small  but  smart  youn^  village,  to  whose  assem* 
bled  inhabitants  two  of  made  temperance  addn  sses,  which 
1  think  some  of  them  needed;  and,  when  our  goods  had  been 
-wagoned  acvoes  the  portage,  we  took  ^he  only  old  propeller 
which  had,  as  yet^  heen  got  across  and  launched  on  Lake 
Snperior,  and  started  np  the  lake :  hut  it  soon  came  on  to 
Uow  a  Mr,  fresh  hreese,  which  was  too  moch  for  oar  rickety 
cnlfc;  and  her  captain  (very  properly)  ran  her  behind  Point 
Xeewenaw,  and  lay  there  some  thirty  hoors,  while  we  pas* 
MSDgers  traversed  the  coast  for  a  mile  or  so,  picking  agates 
and  other  fimcied,  coiious  bits  of  fragmentary  rock  from  the 
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enormous  qiiantity  of  pebbles  which  filled,  almoet  to  the  er- 
cliuioa  of  saDidy  the  naRow  strip  of  debatable  giotrnd  between 
land  and  water.  Next  day — wind  having  lulled — we 
nmnded  the  Pointy  and 'ran  down  its  loiigec  (northwest)  ooasfe 
to  Eagle  Harbor;  wlieie»  in  defiudt  of  pien,  017  oxen  had  to 
be  pushed  off  the  steamboat  into  the  ioe-cold  water,  and  com- 
pelled to  swka  ashore;  my  goods  being  taken  off  in  a  small 
boat.  That  was  the  15th  of  June ;  and  the  shallow  water  of 
the  harbor  was  frozen  over  next  morning  for  some  distance 
from  sliore.  There,  were  possibly  two  hundred  acres  in  all 
then  cleared  of  timber  on  Keewenaw  Point,  a  dozen  of  tliem 
adjoining  this  harbor,  which,  but  for  that  clearinjf  and  the 
two  taverns  located  thereon,  remained  very  nuick  as  when 
Indians  alone  jKissessed  or  approached  it.  During  the  bright^ 
warm  day  that  followed  that  ni^dit's  hard  frost  I  made  my 
way  through  the  dense  woods,  unbroken  save  by  our  ixjugh 
road,  to  our  location,  some  six  miles  east  of  the  harbor,  and 
sax  hundred  feet  above  it,  where  I  paid  off  our  men,  and  next 
day  made,  with  others,  an  excursion  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  to 
the  Bohemian  and  other  kindred  locations  across  the  Point  on 
Bay  de  Gias,  and  back  again  to  our  place  in  the  afternoon,— 
a  pedestrian  journey  of  hardly  more  than  twenty  miles  in  all; 
yet  across  such  a  succession  of  brodks,  boga,  and  other  impedi- 
ments^  that  I — unused  these  sixteen  years  to  walking  more 
than  an  hour  per  day — was  utterly  fagged  oat>  and  fell  my 
full  length  repeatedly  in  the  course  of  the  last  two  miles, 
llienoe  I  visited,  in  the  course  of  next  tihree  or  four  days, 
the  locations  farther  down  the  point,  then  known  as  Copper 
Falls,  Pittsburg  and  Boston  (Cliff),  National,  Forsyth,  e^c., 
encountering  —  especially  aivjund  Sand  Bay  —  denser  aiid 
more  ferocious  clouds  of  mosquitoes  and  gnats  than  ever  beluro 
or  since  presenti'd  me  th^*ir  bills,  and  insisted  on  immediate 
satisfaction.  I  reuiend)er  an  nistance  in  which  several  of  iis 
fled  half  a  mile  from  their  haunts  to  a  hut,  which  we  hlled 
with  a  thick  and  pun,i:^ent  smoke,  with  veiy  little  abatement 
of  their  numbers  or  their  appetite. 
The  Point  was  not»  in  those  day^  oalcnkted  to  attiact  a 
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Sybarite,  nor  even  a  gourmaiid ;  yet  its  white-fish  and  lake 
troTit  Tplieved  admirably  the  more  usual  and  <|uite  substantial 
fare  of  pork,  bread,  l  «eans,  and  potat<ies ;  there  were  .si>eckled 
trout  in  its  multitudinous  brooks  for  those  who  had  time  to 
catch  them;  while  the  prevailing  forest  of  yellow  pine,  maple^ 
beechy  &a»  covered  a  soil  generally  well  adapted  to  pot^itocs, 
tumipi^  grass,  de ,  though  not  to  the  gnuna  meet  acceptable 
for  human  food.  'Winter  wheat  or  rye  was  generally  smoth- 
ered by  the  snows^  which  beg^  to  &31  eady  in  November^  and 
kepi  coming  tiU  the  aggregate  ML  often  exceeded  thirty 
feet^ — the  whole  heii^  settled  meantime  to  a  mediom  depth 
of  six  to  seven  feet  Sometimes^  tiiey  said,  a  chopper^  who 
liell  from  the  trunk  he  was  catting  in  two,  seemed  in  danger 
of  disappearing,  and  being  smothered  in  earth's  fleecy  yestme. 
Indian  com  could  rarely  be  matined:  the  nights,  even  in 
midsummer,  being  so  sharp  that  seldom  did  a  mosquito  ven- 
ture to  pursue  his  hiuuan  (<>r  otlier)  prey  much  after  sunset. 
Ko  copper  of  any  account  hud  yet  been  obtained  lioiu  any 
but  the  Pittsbui^  or  Cliff  mine,  nor  was  any  of  eonsequence 
shiplK'd  iium  the  Point,  save  as  aforesaid,  while  I  was  inter- 
ested there.  SharehoHei"s,  who  had  raise<l  their  S  lu,uuu  to 
S  . HiO  ill  fond  expectation  of  early  returns,  found  in  time 
that  every  cent,  and  generally  mure,  liad  been  expended  in 
constructing  a  rade  pier  whereon  to  land  their  supplies, 
cutting  a  road  thence  to  their  location,  building  a  few  rude 
ahanties,  drawing  up  their  took,  powder,  edi})les,  &c.,  and 
W^tmitig  to  scratch  the  earth;  another,  and  still  another 
HBOBmnent  being  required, — not  to  secure  returns,  but  to  sink 
ft  shaft  on  the  -vein  fiur  enough  to  determine  that  they  had  any 
ore  or  metal  to  mine.  By  this  time,  their  patience,  or  their 
Jdtfa,  or  their  means,  had  generally  fiuled,  and  they  were  ready 
to  adl  oat  for  a  song,  or  ahandmi  the  enterprise  in  despair 
«nd  disgust  Such  is,  in  essence,  the  history  of  most  nuniii^ 
enterprises  on  Lake  Snpenor;  and  I  suspect  it  is  not  essen- 
tially different  elsewhere.  I  presume  there  were  not  in  1859 
Bo  many  deserted  habitations  througliout  all  the  rest  of  oar 
country  as  in  California  and  the  adjacent  mining  districts ;  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


ft 

246  BBCOLLSCTlOyS  OF  A  BUST  LIFE. 


Bome  of  these  were  quite  decent  liouscs.  All  T  ever  lealiised 
fyjr  miniDg  was  a  conviction  that  digging  Gold,  or  Silver,  or 
Copper,  or  Iron,  or — best  of  all —  Cool,  is  a  £ur  business  for 
fhoee  who  bxing  to  and  invest  in  it  the  requisite  oapacitj-, 
knowledge,  capital,  experience,  peneveiance,  and  good  hu^ 
and  that  tiie  larelj  encountered  ''big  stEikes  "  are  as  one  to  a 
million.  As  a  role,  there  are  many  easier  ways  of  gaining 
gold  than  digging  it  from  the  earth ;  yet  let  all  dig  who  wilL 
The  possibility  of  laige  and  sadden  gains  gives  to  the  bnsinesa 
that  element  of  chance  or  gaming  which  so  fiMCtnates  tlie 
avcraL^'c  mind;  yet,  if  all  x]m  gold-diggers  on  earth  were  to 
work  laithfully  throughout  next  year,  and  exchange  their 
products  respectively  for  %\'h{'ut,  I  doubt  that  theii"  recompense 
would  aver.igc  a  peck  cacli  per  ddv.  And  wliat  is  tnie  of  gold 
is  nearly  or  quite  so  oi  copper,  and  of  most  other  minerals  as 
well. 

I  may  here  say  that  I  made  another  journey  to  Lake  Supe- 
rior on  the  same  errand  the  next  year  (1848),  but  considerably 
later  in  the  season,  or  at  the  c^ose  of  Augost^  when  encourag- 
ing progress  had  been  made  since  my  prex^ous  visit  I  now 
tested  an  assertion  which  I  had  repeatedly  heard,  bat  never 
believed, — that^  except  in  certain  shallow  bays,  and  even 
there  only  after  a  succession  of  hot^  still  days, — tiie  water  of 
that  lake  is  too  cold  to  bathe  in.  Going  alone  to  tiie  headland 
west  of  Eagle  Harbor,  on  a  bright  Snnuner  noon,  when  a  fresh 
northern  breeze  was  rolling  in  a  very  fair  surf,  I  stripped  and 
plunged  in ;  but  wa0  driven  out  as  Irjr  a  legion  of  infuriated 
hornets.  The  water  was  too  oold  to  be  endured ;  and  I  never 
thmafker  doubted  the  current  assertion,  that  a  hot  day  was 
never  known  on  that  Lake  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  or  more 
from  land. 

On  this  second  visit,  T  M-aiUnl  and  watclied  a  day  .at  the 
mouth  of  Eagle  River,  \vliil(!  cmr  propeller  made  a  f^allant  tight 
for  dear  life  afrniusl  a  vt^rv  nioderate  gale.  ?^1h^  liad  tailed  to 
get  in;  if,  indeed,  it  were  safe  to  do  m,  —  did  not  dart'  to  •..-■o 
out  l»nldly,  if  she  eould,  —  Imt,  with  both  anchoi-s  down  and 
full  steam  up,  lay  head  to  the  wind,  and  did  her  best  to  hold 
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heT  ground  and  resist  !  <  in:,'  drifted  on  the  rugged  rocks  at 
len^'tli  barely  two  or  three  hundred  yards  astern.  Slie  diUi^'ed 
lier  anchors  steadily,  in  spite  of  her  best  elTurts,  but  slowly ; 
8o  that  we,  expectant  passengers  ashore,  took  observations  on 
her  from  hour  to  hour,  and  predicted  that  she  would  or  woald 
not  xide  out  the  gale.  She  did  it  handsomely^  however ;  and, 
the  next  morning,  her  boat  took  us  off,  shipping  a  seft  midwaj 
back  to  her  that  thoroughly  drenched  and  nearly  awamped  ii& 
Once  on  board,  she  weighed  anchor  and  put  oot;  and,  in  a 
few  honiB«  I  had  looked  my  last  (as  yet)  on  the  bold  stkms 
of  the  Father  of  Lakes^  whioh  ataiid  &vth  green  and  &ir  in 
Vkj  nemoiy  eyennore.  « 

My  earlier  trip  to  the  upper  Lakes  was  concluded  by  a 
'siat,  per  steamboat^  via  Mackinac,  Sheboygan,  and  Milwaukee^ 
to  Chicago,  then  a  smart  and  growing  village,  where  some 
thousands  of  us  gathered  from  the  East  and  from  the  West 
in  a  grand  liiver  and  liuibor  Coiiveiitiun,  which  was  organised 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1847.  Edwaid  Bates,  of  St.  Louis,  —  who 
hiul  l»een  in  Congress  twenty  years  before,  and  is  still  living, 
mortf  than  twenty  years  afterward,  —  wad  President  of  that 
C<jnvL'nti()n,  and  made  from  the  chair  a  magnificent  speech 
on  our  country's  progiiijss,  genius,  and  destiny.  Otlier  able 
and  good  men  were  there,  and  many  good  speeches  were  made ; 
bat  Mr.  Bates's  alone  commanded  general  admiration.  I  pre- 
sume that  the  cause  of  Internal  ImpEOvement,  with  the  sub- 
sequent growth  of  Chicago^  reoeiyed  a  oonsideiable  impetus 
from  that  Convention. 

When  it  had  closed  its  dehbeiations,  Mr.  John  Y.  Scammon, 
then  a  lisiqg  young  lawyer,  since  an  eminent  banker  of  Chi- 
cago, took  his  cairiage  and  pair,  and  dioye  with  me  for  time 
dsjs  over  the  pniiies  west  of  that  city;  crossing  Fox  Biver, 
at  Geneva^  proceeding  to  what  is  now  l^camore,  and  letuniing 
by  Elgin  to  the  City  of  the  Lakes.  I  had,  eight  yean  earlier, 
taravened  eastern  Michigan,  and  there  made  the  acquaintance 
€i  what  were  called  **wet  prairies,"  by  which  I  had  not  been 
fascinated.  But  tlie  prairies  of  lUinois  are  of  another  order; 
iiud,  though  by  no  means  that  dead,  unbroken  level  which 
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many  sappoee  them,  but  oat  up  by  brook-beds,  sloughs,  and 
loads,  which  were  merely  wagon-tracks  in  a  deep,  black  aoil, 
wore  a  generally  delightful  aapect  Fofeato  were  leas  fraqneint 
than  seemed  deauable;  but  " openinga/*  or  acatteied  treea^ 
were  never  out  of  sight;  and  the  small  and  scanty  settleinentB 
were  usnaOy  soxKomided  by  promising  fields  of  wheat  and 
Indian  com.  I  piesume  we  did  not  see  one  human  habitation 
wheie  a  trarener  over  our  route  would  now  aee  fifty ;  whilo 
the  average  value  or  cost  of  the  rude  calnns  we  passed  would 
hardly  exceed  S  200,  where  that  of  the  present  houses  would 
reach  at  least  S  2,000.  Teamsters  conveying  grain  to  Cliica^o, 
or  returning  with  lumber,  we  fi'e([ucutly  met ;  yet  inns  were 
decidedly  scai-ce ;  since  few  U^amsters  could  afi'ord  to  pay 
niontiy  iV»i  l  ^  ^  I  ui  blieit^'r,  while  the  great  maijs  sl<)iJ[»e(l  for  I'est 
or  meals  xuKier  almost  any  tree,  turned  out  their  horses  to 
graze,  or  fed  tliern  from  their  wagon??,  while  they  ate  of  the 
substantial,  wholesome  food  they  liad  l)rovight  from  home.  I 
was  told  that  a  load  of  wheat  taken  sixty  miles  to  Chicago  in 
those  days  just  about  paid  for  a  return  load  of  fence-boards, 
leaving  the  farmer  who  made  the  exchange  littL  nr  nothing 
wherewith  to  pay  tavern-bills.  Few  of  l^e  early  pioneers  of 
Illinois  took  thither  more  than  a  fair  wagon-load  of  worldly 
gear  and  $100  in  money;  many  lacked  the  $100^  and  had 
but  half  a  load  of  hoosehoM  stuff  in  the  wagon,  the  other 
half  being  composed  of  wife  and  children;  yet  idl  found  some* 
how  enough  to  eaii,  and  did  not  suffer  intolerably  from  odd : 
and  now  tiiose  children  enjoy  comforts  and  may  revel  in  lux- 
uries which  their  parents  scarcely  aspired  to.  00  they  realise 
and  fitly  honor  the  8elf-for_:ettini];  cuui-age  and  devotion  to 
which  tiey  are  so  deeply  indebted  ? 


Milwaukee  was  then  a  smart  but  stnij^ijliiiLT  nmntrv  vill  i  m  , 
consisting  of  some  three  to  four  hundred  new  houses  clus- 
tered about  a  steamboat-landing  at  the  mouth  of  a  shallow, 
crooked  creek.  Wisconsin  had  then  less  than  One  Hundred 
Thonaand  inhabitants^  wliich  the  twenty  subsequent  yeazs 
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hm  incTOBsed  to  nearly  or  quite  One  MIlioiL  Sheboygaii 

was  then  relatively  of  far  greater  consequence  and  promise 
than  now ;  but,  going  back  tlieiice  a  dozen  iiules  inland  to 
TLsit  my  father's  brother,  L(M)nard,  I  was  tnivcrsing  the  wil- 
iieraess  within  two  miliia  from  the  steamhoat-landin^%  and  I 
travelled  under  the  shade  of  the  primitive  forest  through  most 
of  tilt'  succeeding  ten  miles.  But  the  soil  was  generally  good, 
and  till'  timber  excellent,  being  hugely  conijKjsed  of"  Hickory, 
Elm,  and  other  valuable  trees ;  while  the  clearings,  though 
iit  \\  and  small,  were  full  of  promise,  not  only  in  their  thick- 
aet,  veLvet  giM,  and  their  springing  grain,  but  in  their  vealth 
of  rugged,  active,  coanefy  clad,  but  intelligent^  vigonms  chil- 
dren. Wisconsin  has  scarcely  been  surpassed  by  any  State 
in  her  subsequent  growth  in  popolationy  prodactiony  and 
Tiealth ;  and  I  pvediet  that  the  doee  of  this  oentmy  viU  see 
her  the  home  of  Thiee  Mfflions  of  people  as  eneigetip»  indiuh 
tiioQfl^  worthy,  and  happy,  as  any  on  earth. 

At  thai  tiine»  no  mile  of  lailroad  terminated  in  Chicago, 
and  harely  one  line  (the  Micliigan  Oentrid)  pointed  directly 
St  tiiat  yoong  city.  Even  this  one  proposed  to  stop  at  New 
Euilalu  (mouth  of  St  Jof^t  pb's  River),  its  pa^engers  reaching 
thence  its  present  proper  terminus  by  steamboat  in  Summer, 
and  ]iv  stacfe-coach  iu  AVintcr.  Of  course,  tliey  soon  saw 
r.;^^(»n  to  change  their  plans;  and  New  iiuflido,  (h-'sertod, 
Wame  one  of  our  many  American  victims  of  bliglited  liope.s. 
Vet,  after  yeai-s  of  desolation,  her  denizens  have  discovered 
that  their  district  is  admirably  adapted  to  peach -culture ;  the 
northwest  winds  of  later  Autumn  and  Winter  rt  aching 
Ihsm  softened  by  passing  over  the  adjacent  lake,  and  so  leav- 
ing her  fruit-buds  unbljghted  by  their  shrivelling  breath. 
T Anting  here  from  Chicago^  I  took  stage  to  Kalamazoo,  or 
thereabout^  where  we  met  a  just-completed  secticm  of  the 
KQchigan  CSentral,  on  which  I  was  broi^t  to  Detroit,  and 
tiieaoe  came  homeward  by  steamboat  to  BaflUo,  laikoad  to 
Albiny,  and  steamboat  to  this  dty. 
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IHS  aEBAT  S£]^AIOB&— THB  OOlCFBOiUSS  OF  1B50. 

OTJB  great  triuimnte — Cbf^WeMer,  CaUunm — last 
appeared  together  in  public  life  in  the  Senate  of 
1849-50:  the  two  foimeir  figurmg  conspicaoiiBly  in  the  de- 
bates which  preluded  and  resulted  in  what  was  termed  the 

Compromise  of  that  year,  —  Mr.  Calhoun  dying  as  they  had 
fairly  opened,  .ui  1  ^kssre.  Clay  and  Webster  not  long  after 
their  close.  Thia  chapter  is,  tlierefore,  in  some  sort,  my  Uiuu- 
ble  tribute  to  their  genius  and  thcii-  just  renown. 

I  best  knew  and  ln\od  TltMiry  Clay:  he  was  by  natnT^ 
genial,  cordial,  courtt'ous,  graciuus,  maf^netic,  winning.  Win-n 
General  Olascoek,  of  (  leor^da,  took  his  seat  in  ConL'ix'ss  as  a 
Hepresentative,  a  mutual  friend  asked, "  General,  may  I  intro- 
duce you  to  Henry  Clay?"  "No,  sir!*'  was  the  stem  re- 
sponse ;  "  I  am  his  adversary,  and  choose  not  to  subject  my- 
self to  his  fascination."  I  think  it  would  have  been  haid  to 
constitute  for  three  or  four  years  a  legiaktive  body  whereof 
Mr.  Clay  was  a  member,  and  not  more  than  four  sevenths 
were  his  pledged,  implacable  opponenta»  whereof  he  would 
not  have  been  the  master-spirit,  and  the  author  and  inspirer 
of  most  of  its  measures,  after  the  first  or  second  year. 

Mr.  Webster  was  colder,  graver,  sterner,  in  his  general  beaiw 
ing.;  though  he  could  unbend  and  be  sunny  and  blithe  in  his 
interoourae  with  those  admitted  to  his  intimacy.  There  were 
few  gayer  or  more  valued  associates  on  a  fishing  or  sailing 
party.  His  mental  calibre  was  much  the  larger;  I  judge 
that  he  had  read  and  studied  more;  thougli  neither  could  bua^t 
much  erudition,  nor  even  intense  applicatiozL    I  believe  each 
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was  about  thirty  yeats  in  CkmgreeB,  whem  Mr.  Clay  identified 
}aa  name  with  the  ongiii  or  sucoeas  of  at  least  half  a  doasn 
important  meaBoiei  to  ereiy  one  thiubleiidedm  , 
Btei'a  Thon^  Wehstof  s  was  &r  the  mote  maasiYe  intellect^ 
ICr.  Gay  as  a  legislator  evinced  fiur  the  greater  creative,  con- 
Btnictive  power.  I  once  sat  in  the  Senate  Chamber  when 
}b,  Douglas,  who  had  just  been  trsnsfened  from  the  House, 
10^,  to  move  forward  a  bill  in  which  he  was  interested. 
•We  liave  nu  such  practice  in  the  Senate,  sir,"  said  Mr.  Web- 
ster, in  hi^  (leejt,  solemn  voice,  fixing  his  eye  on  the  mover, 
IniT  without  risiiiij;  from  lii.s  seat.  Mr.  Douglas  at  once  \ 
his  motion,  seeking  to  achieve  his  end  in  a  somewhat  ditl'erent 
Wdj.  "That  is  not  the  Avay  we  do  business  in  the  Senate, 
sir,"  rt;j<)ined  Mr.  Webster,  still  morti  decisively  and  sternly. 
"The  Little  Giant  "was  a  bold,  reailv  man,  not  casilr  over- 
awed  or  disconcerted ;  but,  if  he  did  not  quiver  under  the  eye 
and  voice  of  Webster,  then  my  eyesight  deceived  me, — and  I 
was  very  nesr  him. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  a  tall,  spare,  earnest,  evidently  thoughtful 
nan,  with  stiff,  iron-giay  hair,  which  reminded  yon  of  Jack- 
eon's  about  tibB  time  of  his  aoeessum  to  the  Ftesidency.  He 
was  eminenfly  a  logician, — terse,  vigonyos,  relentless.  He 
eomted  the  society  of  clever,  aspiring  young  men  who  inclined 
to  &11  into  his  views,  and  enerted  great  inflnence  over  tiiem: 
As  he  had  abandoned  the  political  fidth  which  I  distinguish 
sod  cbemh  as  National  while  I  was  yet  a  school-boy,  I 
never  met  him  at  all  intimately ;  yet  once,  while  I  was  con- 
nected with  mining  on  I^ike  Superior,  I  called  on  him,  as  on 
other  leading  members  of  Congress,  to  explain  the  effect  of 
the  absurd  policy  then  in  vogue,  of  keeping  mineral  lands  out 
C't  jn;trkt-t,  and  att<'mptini];  to  collect  a  percentage  of  the 
laint-nd  as  rent  arcniin;.;  to  the  Government.  He  recrived 
iQc  c-'urtenusly,  and  1  took  care  to  make  my  statement  as 
compact  and  pei'spicuous  as  I  could,  shoN^ing  him  that,  even 
in  the  Lead  region,  where  the  system  had  attained  its  full 
development,  the  Treasury  did  not  receive  enough  rent  to 
pay  the  sahudes  of  the  officers  em^oyed  in  collecting  it 
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*  Enough/*  said  Mr.  Oellioim ;  ^yoa  axe  dearly  ri^t  I  irin 
vote  to  give  away  these  landa,  xather  than  perpetuate  tfaii 
vidoiiB  system.**  '^We  only  ask,  Mr.  Oalhoon/*  I  lejomed, 
''that  Congr^  fix  <m  tiie  lands  whatever  price  it  may  deem 
just,  and  sell  them  at  that  price  to  those  lawfully  in  posses- 
sion;  they  failing  to  purchase,  tlien  to  wliurnsocvt'r  will  buy 
thent"  "  That  plan  will  have  my  hearty  support, "  he  re- 
sponded ;  and  it  did.  When  the  question  came  at  len^^th  to 
be  taken,  T  believe  there  was  nu  vote  in  either  House  against 
selling  the  mineral  lands. 


Mr.  Clfiy  liiid  failed  to  be  chosen  President  in  1844,  in  part 
because  he  tried  to  reconcile  to  his  support  those  whose  views 
on  the  Texas  question  conflicted  with  his.  General  Taylor, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  succeeded  in  1848,  while  saying  very- 
little  as  to  the  pending  qaestions  affecting  Slavery,  or  even 
^Munmf^  to  care  tiiat  adverse  opinions  shoold  h»  conciliated. 
There  was  an  anecdote  cniient  in  the  canvass  to  this  eflect : 
A  planter  wrote  Old  Zack,  saying,  ''I  have  worked  hard  all 
my  life,  and  the  net  product  is  a  plantation  with  one  hundred 
n^roes, — slaves.  Before  I  vote,  I  want  to  know  how  yom 
stand  on  the  Skvery  question."  The  (General  at  once  re- 
*  sponded :  **  Sir,  I  too  have  worked  faithfully  these  many  years, 
and  the  net  product  remaining  to  me  is  a  plantation  with  three 
hundred  ne<rroes.    Youi-s  tnily."    Th«'  planter  was  satisfied. 

The  National  Cuiivcntif.n  which  nominated  General  Taylor 
had  laid  on  the  table  a  resolve  approving,  if  not  demandin;^, 
the  exclusion  <>r  Slnvorv  fnnn  tlio  Territories;  and  this  juub- 
ably  lost  iis  tlie  vutes  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa. 
On  the  other  hand,  Alabama.  Mis<?issi])])i  and  Ai'kansas  all 
voted,  by  small  majorities,  for  Cass  :  JeOerson  T)a\ns.  thniiirh 
a  son-in-law  of  General  Taylor,  declining,  on  political  or 
Slavery  grounds,  to  support  hinL  Had  he  been  clearly  under- 
stood to  be  for  or  ai^ainst  the  so-called  Wilmot  Pro\dso,  he 
would  have  both  gained  and  lost  votes ;  hut  I  judge  that, 
with  xeliBrenoe  to  snocess,  his  silenoe  was  wisdom. 
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Being  elected  and  iDauguratxid,  he  called  to  his  cabinet 
Messrs.  ClavtoTi  of  Delaware,  Crittenden  of  Ke^ntucky,  Ewing 
of  Ohio,  Meredith  of  Peiiusylvaiiia,  G.  W.  Gmwford  of  Geor- 
gia, IJallai'd  l^i-eston  of  Virginia,  Collamer  of  Vermont,  and 
Reverdy  Johnson  of  Maryland,  and  ^n-oceeded  to  deal  cau- 
tiously with  the  grave  questions  nnpLiiding.  It  was  soon 
evident  tokeeii-si  jht^^d  observers,  that  tlie  new  Administration 
aimed  to  tide  o\er  the  breakers  just  ahead  by  seeiirinjj^  the 
newly  a(;<|uired  Territories  practically  to  free  liil>or,  through 
a  quiet  discouragement  of  the  transfer  of  slaves  thei-eto,  and 
the  speedy  transformation  of  each  Territory  into  a  State. 
T>i*?sensTnn  ami  division  on  the  AVilmot  Proviso  were  thus  to 
be  avoided  by  achieviii<^  expeditiously  the  end  whereto  that 
Proviso  was  Init  a  means,  i'litis,  California  was  rapidly  meta- 
mor}>hosetl  into  a  free  State  even  before  she  had  been  pro- 
videil  witli  a  re;^'ular  Territorial  organization;  while  yet  the 
AdminijUtratiyn  could  fairly  protest  with  Macbeth,  — 

**  Tboa  cftTiHt  not  say  /  did  it  1  fierer  diike 

Those  j^tjry  locks  at  me  !  " 

The  pro-Slaveiy  interest  soon  felt  that  it  was  being  trnder- 
mined  and  circumvented.  In  the  elections  foi'  Congress,  next 
after  General  Tayldr's  inauj^i nation,  the  South,  which  had 
pven  him  both  a  popular  and  an  electoral  majority,  chose 
but  twenty-nine  Hepresentatives  to  support,  with  sixty-two  * 
to  oppose,  his  Administration. 

At  the  North,  the  new  Administration  was  likewise  dis- 
trusted by  tlic  more  zealous  champions  of  Free  Soil,  though 
with  less  reason.  In  tlie  election  of  1849,  the  Democrats  of 
"V  ermont  united  witli  the  Abolitionists  in  framing  and  sup- 
ptrtini,'  a  c<>nini(»n  State  ticket,  on  an  unequivocally  Free-Soil 
platform,  with  tlie  watchword,  "Free  Democracy";  and,  as 
the  coalcscinrr  parties  had  outnumbered  the  AVhigs  in  the 
}»recedin<^  vote  for  President,  the  prospect  looked  squally.  I 
wiw  invited  l>y  the  Whigs  to  canvass  their  State,  and  did  so ; 
beginning  at  Brattleboroui^b  in  the  southeast,  passintr  u\)  to 
Montpelier  and  acros.«?  to  Burlint^ton,  thence  down  by  llntland 
to  Bennington.  One  anecdote  of  this  trip  is  chaiacteiistio  of 
the  times,  and  will  bear  leviving : 
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As,  when  previoualy  asked  by  friends  in  the  State  what 
they  should  do  for  me,  I  bad  stipolated  for  a  committee  of 
thirteen  to  let  me  alone,  and  persuade  othera  to  do  so,  I  en- 
jojyed  imwiBl  exemption  from  bother,  and,  after  speaidng  one 
rainy  afternoon  at  some  town  in  Oiange  County  (Boyalton,  as 
I  reoolleet),  I  took  the  cars,  and  was  eoon  borne  to  MontpeUer, 
where  I  was  to  speak  ^  next  day.  The  ndn  poured  heavily, 
and  I  made  my  way  9olfu  from  the  railway  station  to  a  hotel, 
where  I  obtained  a  room,  and  sat  down  in  it  to  my  solitary 
reflections.  I  must  here  explain  that  two  brothers,  Ver- 
monters,  named  respectively  Charles  G.  and  K.  (  t.  Kasiman, 
then  edited  the  Democratic  State  or^T'^ns  at  Mnntpclier  and 
at  Nashville  respectively.  The  A'tTinoiit  Eastman,  l)eing  in 
league  with  the  Abolitionists,  lal^Mied  day  by  day  to  jjrove 
that  the  Taylor  AdniinLslmLiuu  was  manaL,dng  to  sl-cuix-  the 
new  Territories  to  Slaver}';  while  the  Tenne.s.see  Eastman, 
seeking  capital  for  his  paity  on  the  other  tack,  33  strenuously 
insisted  tliat  that  same  Administration  was  doing  its  ntmo^ 
to  9xdw(U  Slavery  from  those  same  Territories.  As  The  Tri- 
bnne  exchanged  with  both  these  candid  journalists,  I  had 
recently  taken  a  leading  article  from  each,  cat  it  into  para- 
graphs, copied  first  ficom  one  chaiging  the  Administration  as 
aforesaid,  and  then,  simply  premising,  ''Now  we  will  hear 
'  what  t^oth^  Eastman  has  to  say  on  this  point,"  I  would 
quote  the  exact  opposite  from  tilie  Tennessee  or  the  Vermont 
brother,  as  the  case  might  be.  So,  having  seated  myself  in 
my  room  in  the  hotel  at  Montpelier,  which  I  had  never 
before  been  near,  and  where  I  knew  no  one,  I  looked  drear- 
ily out  at  the  furious  rain  for  halt"  an  hour,  and  was  alx»ut 
iailmL:  asleep  in  utt^r  desperation,  wlien  my  door  opened, 
an<l  a  t-all,  sturdy  mountaineer,  nnannouneed,  walked  in. 
"(uKid  aftornnon,  Mr.  llreeley,"  was  liis  cordial  salutation. 
'  ('  (>(]  atti'rnoon,"  I  less  cordially  responded;  "though  I  do 
not  happen  to  know  you."  "  Xot  know  me  \  **  he  incredu- 
lously  asked:  "  why,  I  am  t'  ntln  r  Eastman." 

'When  Congress  met  in  December  foUowiog,  and  Howell 
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CoH),  [Bern.]  of  Georgia,  had,  after  a  long  stru^^de,  l>eeii 
chosen  Speaker,*  because  the  distinctively  Frce-S(jil  memliers 
would  not  support  Wiiitlimp,  the  Whig  caiidiikitc,  (r^fieral 
Taylor,  in  bLs  Annual  Messa^^e  (already  published  ciunng  the 
lon|^  stru|rrgle  for  Spi-aker),  avowed  that  he  desired  aud  cx- 
jH.-eted  tlie  early  admii^ioii  of  Ijotli  CaUfomia  ami  New  Mex- 
ico as  State.^,  under  8ucb  uoustitutions  as  their  i)eoj)le  shoidd 
see  tit  to  frame,  —  which  coustitutioaSy  it  was  already  notoii* 
ous,  would  forbid  Slavery. 

Mr.  Clay  soon  submitted  f  to  the  Senate  his  ]ilan  f(»r  acorn- 
]ii>diensi\  e  settlement  of  all  tlie  mooted  fjuestions  re;j;arding 
Slawry.  It  contemplated  :  1.  Tlie  prompt  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia as  a  Stat€,  under  her  anti-Shivery  Constitution  ;  2. 
Tlie  oi^anizatiun  of  the  remaining  Territories,  ^vithout  al- 
lusion to  Slavery ;  3.  Tlie  bmitation  of  Texas  to  a  defined 
Northern  boundary,  ignoring  —  or  rather  buyin!:?  off — her 
claim  to  nearly  all  New  Mexico;  4.  Paying  her  a  smn  ((dter- 
ward  fixed  at  S  10,000,000)  for  conscntinii  to  the  limitation 
aforesaid;  5.  No  abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  Distriet  of  Co- 
lumbia; 6.  Exclusi<jn  by  law  of  the  tnifHe  in  slaves  from  said 
District;  7.  A  denial  of  the  right  of  any  State  to  obstruet  or 
embarrass  the  traflic  in  slaves  between  other  States,  or  tlieir 
removal  from  one  to  another.  As  the  second  of  these  ])ropo- 
sitions  has  an  abiding  signiticance,  in  view  of  the  Nebraska 
bill  afterward  avowedly  baaed  thereon,  I  (^uote  it  vvrbatim : — 

**  %  jR09oM,  That  at  Sktven^  doet  not  exiti  law  [m,]  and.  ia 
not  likely  to  be  mtroduoed  into^  any  of  the  tenritoriet  aoquized  by 
the  United  States  from  the  xepttblio  of  Mexico,  it  is  inexpedient 
Ibr  Congress  to  provide  by  law  either  for  its  introduction  into^  or 
[ita]  exduflion  fi-om,  any  port  of  the  said  territory,  and  that  appro* 
pciafee  territorial  govemmeats  oq^  to  be  established  by  Confess 
m  en  the  said  territories  not  assigned  as  within  the  Tiotmdarios  of 
the  proposed  State  of  Oalifomin,  without  the  adoption  of  any  ro- 
sthction  or  condition  on  the  sul\)eot  of  Slavery.". 

•  TTnder  Ae  planKty  rtde:  Cobb,  ICS ;  Wfaitfirop,  99 ;  semciog  (mainlj 
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The  gist  of  this  piopoeiiaon,  as  I  apprehend  it^  is^  that 
Sbveiy  had  not  then  a  Ujffol  existence  in  the  newlj  acqmred 
TerritoiieB.  In  other  words :  Mr.  Clay  (in  opposition  to  Mk. 
OaUuKm  and  his  foUowei^  who  maintained  that  the  Eedanl 
CSonstitatioii  necessarily  became  the  faQdamental  law  of  any 
legion  aeqiiiied  by  the  United  States,  and  thus  legalised  Shv- 
eory  in  that  xegion,  and  evety  part  of  it^)  held,  with  the  iVee- 
Soil  party,  that  Skveiy  most  he  estahUaked  by  positive  law 
in  any  Tenitoiy,  before  it  could  be  legal  therein.  I  felt  that 
we  could  albtd  to  accept  this  as  a  basis  of  adjustment,  espe- 
cially when  we  gained  tiberewith  the  instant  admission  of 
California  a.s  a  Vree  State,  and  the  extrusion  of  slavehDLliug 
Texas  frum  neaily  all  Xew  Mexico,  AvhcrcHjf  she  claimed  every 
acre  lying  eastward  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  ^^orte.  Mr.  Clay's 
proti'er  seemed  to  me  candid  and  fair  to  the  Nortli,  so  far  as 
it  related  to  the  newly  acquired  tciTitories.  I  do  jH'rsonally 
know  that  Mr.  Clay  himself  reofardL'd  it  m  a  capitulatifui  on 
the  part  of  the  South,  wluiiein  slie  merely  stipulated  tV.r  tlie 
honors  of  war.  And  it  was  instantly  assailed  by  Senators  Jef- 
ferson Dav-is  and  Henry  S.  Foote  of  Mississippi,  James  M. 
Mason  of  Virginia^  William  R  King  of  Alabama,  S,  U. 
Downs  of  Louisiana,  and  A.  P.  Batler  of  South  Carolina,  as 
piopOBUDg  to  die  South  a  snnender  at  discietioD.  They  aE 
repelled  the  suggestion  that  Slaveiy  oould  not  legally  exist  in 
a  Tenitoiy  till  expiessly  established  tiiere  by  law,  itflBrmii^ 
the  opposite  or  Calhoun  doctrine.  Clay  met  them  frankly 
and  squarely ;  replying  to  Mr.  Jefferson  Dayis  as  follows : — 

I  am  eztromelj  sorry  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Mbosuppi  aqr 

that  he  requires,  first,  the  extension  of  the  Missouri  Compromise 
lino  to  the  Paciiic ;  and,  also,  that  he  is  not  satisfied  with  that* 
but  requires,  if  1  understand  him  correctly,  a  positive  prorision  ftr 
the  admission  of  Slavery  south  of  that  line.  And  now,  sir,  coming 
from  a  Slave  State,  as  I  do,  1  owe  it  to  myself,  I  owe  it  to  the 
truth,  I  owe  it  to  the  subject,  to  state  that  no  earthly  power  oould 
ioduoe  me  to  vote  for  a  specific  measure  for  tlie  introduction  of 
Slaveiy  where  it  had  not  before  existed,  either  south  or  north  of 
that  hue.   Comiiig^  as  I  do^  ftom  a  Slave  States  it  is  my  aokmi^ 
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defibente,  And  weU-matnred  determination  that  no  power  —  no 
earthly  power  —  shall  compel  mo  to  vote  for  the  po«itivo  introduc- 
tion of  Slavery,  either  south  or  north  of  that  line.  Sir,  while  you 
reproach,  and  justly,  too,  onr  Britisli  ancestors  for  the  introduction 
of  thin  institution  u^xm)  the  continent  of  America,  1  am,  for  one, 
unwillinL?  that  the  fxisterity  of  the  prejwut  inhahitantu  of  California 
and  New  Mexico  shall  rej)nxR^h  m.«  for  doinpr  just  what  we  reproach 
Great  Britain  for  doing  to  us.  if  the  citizens  of  those  Territories 
chooae  to  establish  Slavery,  I  am  for  admitting  them  with  ,Blldl 
jmiaions  in  their  oongt^utions ;  but  then  it  will  be  their  own 
work,  and  not  onnj  and  their  poeteritj  wiU  have  to  reproaeh 
them,  end  not  n%  for  forming  oonetitationBeOowing  the  inetitiition 
SOaveiy  to  exist  amoi^  them.  These  are  my  Tiews*  sir,  and  I 
eboose  to  eoqpcess  them ;  and  I  eare  not  how  ezteauuTsly  and  iini- 
venal^  th^y  are  known.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Tuginia 
(Mr.  ]^£a8on)  has  expressed  his  opinion  that  Slavery  exists  in  these 
Twritories  ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  opinion  is  sincerely  and  hon- 
estly entertained  by  him  ]  and  I  would  say,  with  eqtud  sinoeritgr 
and  honesty,  that  /  beUeve  that  Slavery  nowhere  exists  within  any 
portion  of  the  territory  acquired  by  us  from  Mexico.  He  holds  a 
directly  contrarv'  o[)inion  to  mine,  as  he  ha.s  a  })crfe(;t  right  to  do  ; 
and  we  will  not  quarrel  about  the  difference  of  ophiiou/' 

TliL'  debate  thus  inangmated  was  prosecuted  at  great  length. 
Mr.  Webster^  in  the  course  of  it,  startling  the  oountiy  by  an 
elaborate  speech,*  wherein  he  took  gnmnd  against  what  were 
termed  Slavery  agLtation  and  agitatois ;  against  the  asserted 
ngjht  of  legislatuies  to  inF;truct  senators ;  against  legislation 
to  exclude  Slayeiy  from  Federal  TexritorifiB,  &o.,  &c.  In  so 
doing  he  said; — 

<*  Now,  aa  to  Oalifenua  and  Kew  Mexioo^  I  hdd  Skveiy  to  he 
idttded  from  those  Territories  by  a  law-even  superior  to  that 
ivhioh  admits  sad  ssaotions  H  in  Texas,  —  I  mean  the  law  of  Na- 
ittre»  —  of  physical  geography,  —  the  law  of  the  formation  of  the 
earth,  lliat  law  settles  forever,  with  a  strength  beyond  all  terms 
of  human  enaolment,  that  Slavery  cannot  exist  in  California  or 
New  Mexico.  ...  I  will  say  further,  that,  if  a  resolution  or  a  bill 
were  before  us»,to  provide  a  Territorial  goverament  for  New  Mexioo^ 

•  U«iisb7,1850. 
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jrahibitiott  ikmbM  be  idle  at  it  TMpadi  n^elEMl  H  mold  faM  «d 
the  TnwiCofj  ;  and  I  tnonld  not  tike  pains  uselesBlj  to  reaffirm  «l 
ddinanoe  of  Natnn,  nor  to  leltaMt  tb«  viU  cf  Qod.  I  nodU  p«l 
ia  no  Wllxm>t  Proviio  ftir  the  OMTO  porpon  of  ft  tftini  or  ft. 
I  would  put  into  it  no  efidnfle  of  the  totes  of  a  superior  pomr, 
exercised  for  no  purpose  bat  to  woand  the  pride  of  the  eittam  ef 
the  Southeni  Stfttee." 

I  cannot  here  follow  the  great  debate  througb  the  weaiy 
months  in  which  tlio  Seuators  and  Kepresentatives  of  Cali- 
fornia awaited  permission  to  take  the  seats  to  wliich  they  had 
bt'eii  chosen.  The  tiuiiipromise  or  adjustment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Clav  wius  assailed  from  either  side,  —  by  zealous  anti- 
Slavery'  juen  lika  Hale,  Chase,  and  Seward ;  by  zealous,  ag- 
gressive jW-Skvery  men  like  Calhoun,  Jeff.  Davis,  Mason, 
and  Butler,  —  while  it  was  sustained  by  the  more  moderate 
members  of  either  great  party.  A  gnad  committee  of  four- 
teen,  whereof  Mr.  Clay  was  chaiimBii,  was  nigsd  on  the 
subject^  .wherefrom  the  chainnan  lepcnrted  *  hl9  plan,  modi- 
fied 80  as  to  be  less  objectionable  to  pro-Slavery  men :  the 
vital  ftBseitiiofn  that  Skreiy  had  then  no  l^gei  exiefeiloe  in 
the  new  teiribosiQS  heii^  omitted.*  In  tibs  pfQ^nes  of  flie 
debste^  forliher  modifioatbne  of  the  pha  irm  made, — aU 
tending  in  &e  eaine  dtreetian ;  and  the  snddeii  death  of 
General  Taylor,t  edowiqg  the  Fkeaideii^  to  develve  on  Mr. 
liUmore,  powerfaUj*  ftlded  the  tdmnpli  ef  the  CompEoiidaew 
which  had,  a  few  days  before,  seemed  ell  but  liopeleeB.  Ulti- 
mately, bills  admitting  ('alifomia,  organizing  New  Mexico  and 
Utah  a&  Territories,  fixing  the  northern  boundary  of  Texas, 
and  giving  her  $10,000,000  for  consenting  thereto,  providin-j 
more  effectually  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  pro- 
hibiting the  bringing  of  slaves  into  tlie  Federal  district  for 
iale,were  severally  passed, — though  with  very  divcT-se  support^ 
—and  IxH.anie  Laws  of  the  land  :  thus,  it  was  foiitily,  i)ut  most 
mistakenly,  calculated,  putting  an  end  to  Slavery  agitation, 
and  Qcdierii^  in  a  long  em  of  frateniitf  and  <|omestic  peace; 

•  M^t&  tJvlxti. 
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Meaaiuiie,  Mr.  Calhoun  had  died,  Msroh  31, 1850,  at  Wash- 
iqgtott,  where  Mr.  C3ay  likewise  died,  Jtme  29, 1852.  Mr. 
Weheter  sijiviyed  his  great  compeer  less  than  four  months; 
dying  at  his  home  in  Marshfield,  Mass.,  October  24th  of  that 
year.  These  three  left  no  statesmen  among  us  who  were 
their  eqnals  in  general  abiHt*  o?  h.-  power  to  fix  the  attention 
of  the  conntiy.  We  still  rE»d  speeches  in  Congress,  though 
generally  qnite  satisfied  with  telegraphic  smnmanes  of  their 
content^  hut  we  no  longer  impsctiently  await,  ehgerly  eqjoy, 
and  careHolfy  treasure  ^em,  as  we  did  thoee  cf  the  great 
departed. 


The  question  is  often  asked,  "Were  the  traditional  great 
men  of  the  past  really  greater  than  their  living  successors  f " 
I  can  only  answer  that,  while  I  presume  the  average  intellect 
of  our  day  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  last  gcii^ticm,  I 
judge  that  the  master  minds  of  different  periods  are  attracted 
to  different  spheres  of  activity,  and  are  impelled  to  different 
stages  of  development  Had  Henry  Clay  or  Daniel  Webster 
been  bom  and  lived  fifty  years  earlier,  he  could  not  have 
failed  to  be  distinguishckl  and  honored  by  those  who  knew 
him ;  but  he  would  probably  have  achieved  dutinction  as  a 
Kevolutionaiy  soldier,  or  in  some  other  sphere  than  that  ci 
liigi^latioiL 

"Is  it  not  hard,**  I  was  once  asked  by  the  Governor  of  atf 
important  Western  State,  "  that  my  salary  should  he  fax  leas' 
than  that  of  a  railroad  president  or  chief  engineer?"  "I 
infer  from  it,"  I  replied,  ^  that  our  age  realizes  more  keenly 
its  need  of  competent  railroad  men  than  that  of  capable  gov- 
ernors of  States.'*  In  this,  as  in  many  thinL^s,  the  intensity 
of  the  demand  creates  or  regulates  the  supply.  If  we  now 
lack  great  political  debaters,  it  is  because  they  are  not  greatly 
required,  or  because  talent  is  more  in  demand  and  bettei^ 
rewarded  in  some  other  field  of  intellectual  exertion. 


XXXI. 


LIBELS  AND  LIBEL-SUITS. 
DITORIAL  life  has  many  cares,  sundry  enjoyments. 


1  1/  with  certain  annoyances ;  and  prominent  among  these 
last  are  lil)el-suit8.  I  can  hardly  remember  a  .time  when  I 
was  absolutely  exempt  from  these  infestations.  In  fact,  as 
they  seem  to  be  a  main  reliance  for  support  of  certain  attor- 
neys, destitute  alike  of  character  and  law,  I  suppose  they 
must  be  borne  for  an  indefinite  j)eriod  Tlie  fact  that  these 
suits  are  far  more  common  in  our  State  tlian  elsewhere  cannot 
have  escaped  notice ;  and  I  find  the  reason  of  that  fact  in 
a  penersion  of  the  law  by  our  judges  of  thirty  to  fifty 
years  ago. 

The  first  notable  instance  of  this  per\'ersion  occurred  on  the 
trial  of  Root  v.  King,  at  Delhi,  about  1826.  General  Erastus 
Root  was  a  leading  Democrat  through  the  earliest  third  of  this 
century,  and  was,  in  1824,  a  zealous  supporter  of  William  H. 
Crawford  for  President  As  President  of  the  Senate,  he  pre- 
sided at  the  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses,  wherein  electors 
of  President  were  chosen  ;  when,  to  liis  and  his  friends'  sore 
disappointment,  a  large  number  of  Adams,  and  but  few  Craw- 
ford men,  received  the  requisite  majority,  —  the  friends  of 
Adams  and  those  of  Clay  having  privately  united  on  a 
common  ticket.  Wlien  the  votes  for  tliis  ticket  began  to  be 
counted  out,  presaging  a  Crawford  defeat,  General  Root  at- 
tempted to  break  up  the  joint  meeting,  and  thus  invalidate 
the  election.  For  this,  and  other  such  acts,  he  was  severely 
haniUed  by  Tlie  New  York  American  ;  whose  editor,  Charles 
King,  was  thereupon  sued  by  Root  for  libel,  and  —  the  case 
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beioig  tried  at  Delhi,  wlicre  Boot  resided  and  was  lord-panr- 
mcraiit — the  jury,  under  the  ntlings  of  a  Demociatic  jadg^ 
gave  the  plaintiff  $1,400  damages.  It  was  a  most  mgnst 
Yeidict,  based  on  a  perversion  of  the  law,  which,  if  sustained, 
left  the  press  no  substcmtial  liberty  to  rebuke  wrong-doing  or 
cbastise  offenders.  And  the  perversion  of  justice  thus  effected 
natoindly  kd  to  still  further  and  worse  aberrations. 

Ten  or  a  dozen  years  afterward,  Mr.  J.  Fenimore  Cooper 
tetumed  from  a  ]|png  residence  abroad,  during  which  many  of 
bis  norels  bad  been  written.  A  man  of  unquestioned  talent^ 
—almost  genius,  —  he  was  aristocratic  in  feeling  and  arro- 
gant in  bearing,  altogether  combining  in  bis  manners  what  a 
Yankee  once  characterized  as  "  winning  ways  to  make  people 
hate  him."  Betiring  to  his  paternal  acres  near  Cooperstown, 
If.  Y,,  he  was  soon  involved  in  a  diflficolty  with  the  neighbor- 
ing viUag^y  who  had  long  been  accustomed,  in  their  boating 
ezeorsions  on  the  Lake  (Otsego),  to  land  and  make  themselves 
at  home  for  an  hour  or  two  on  a  long,  narrow  promontory,  or 
**  point,"  that  ran  down  from  his  grounds  into  the  lake,  and 
whom  be  bad  now  dissuaded  from  so  doing  by  l^gal  force* 
The  Whig  newspaper  of  the  village  took  up  the  case  for  the 
villageis,  niging  that  their  extrusion  from  "  The  Point,"  though 
legal,  was  churlish,  and  impelled  by  the  spirit  of  the  dog  in 
the  manger;  whereupon  Cooper  sued  the  editor  for  libel,  re- 
ooveied  a  vevdict,  and  ooUected  it  by  taking  the  money  — 
tbroogh  a  sheriff's  officer —  from  the  editoi^s  trunk.  By  this 
time^  sevenl  Whig  journalists  had  taken  np  the  cudgels  for 
the  villagers  and  their  brother  editor ;  and,  as  Mr.  Cooper  bad 
recently  published  two  caustic,  nncomplimentaiy,  self-com- 
placent works  on  his  countrymen's  ways  and  manneis,  entitled 
*  Homeward  Boond,**  and  "Home  as  Found,"  some  of  these 
casttgations  took  the  form  of  reviews  of  those  works.  One  or 
more  of  them  appeared  in  The  Courier  and  Enquirer,  edited 
hj  James  Watson  Webb ;  at  least  one  other  in  The  Commer* 
ckd  Advertiser,  edited  by  William  L.  Stone;  while  several 
racy  paragmpbsi  unflattering  to  Mr.  Cooper,  spiced  the  edi- 
torial ofdnmns  of  The  Albany  Evenmg  Jonnialt  and  were 
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less  from  tlic  ]>€n  of  its  founder  and  tken  edit^jr,  ^Ir.  Thurlow 
Weed.  Cooper  sued  tkem  all;  bringing  several  actions  to 
trial  at  Fonda,  the  new  county-seat  of  Montgomery  Coaatgr, 
He  had  no  luck  against  Colonel  Webb»  becaiaae,  presuming 
jthat  gentleman  moneyless,  he  pcaecnted  Turn  criminallyj  and 
ponld  neves  find  a  jury  to  aend  an  editor  to  prison  on  hie 
aoeoimt  Oohmel  Webb  im  defended  in  chief  by  Ambme 
"U  Jondan;  afterwaid  Attomey^General  (tf  the  State,  an' abb 
'  end  zealous  advocate,  who  thiev  his  whole  aonl  into  his  cuficft, 
i|nd  who  did  by  no  means  stand  on  the  defensive. 

In  one  of  his  actions  against  Mr.  Weed,  he  was  more  forta> 
nate.  Weed  had  not  given  it  proper  attention;  and,  when  . 
the  case  was  called  for  trial  at  Fonda»  he  wiqa  detained  ait 
home  by  sickuLSs  in  his  family,  and  no  one  appeared  for  him ; 
so  a  verdit  t  of  S4(JU  w.us  i^nteicd  \ip  against  him  by  default 
He  was  on  luind  a  lew  liours  afterward,  and  tried  to  luive  the 
case  reopeneil,  but  Coojter  \n  oiild  not  eunsent ;  so  Weed  had 
to  pay  the  $400  and  <  >  N,  Deeming  liimself  aggrieved, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  Tlie  'i  ribiuK*,  descrilting  tlie  wli<ilti  per- 
formance ;  and  on  that  hotter  Cooper  sued  »k*  ^  another 
libel.  ' 

And  here  let  me  say^  that  Weed  was  forced  to  pay  some 
$  2,500  to  Cooper,  and  as  costs  in  his  various  suits,  most  un- 
justly. Weed  was  a  profound  admirer  of  Coopefa  novds,  — 
an  extravagant  one,  in  my  judgment,  —  and  i^aa  so  fond 
quoting  them,  that  jokers  gravely  affirmed  that  he  evidently 
had  never  read  but  three  authon, —  Shakespeare,  Soott^  and 
Cooper.  (At  a  later  day,  they  were  obliged  to  add  Dickens 
to  t^e  list.)  The  paragraphs  that  prnvoked  Goopei's  libelr 
#uits  were  intended  by  Weed  rather  to  admonish  the  Ameri* 
can  novelist  that  he  was  acting  absurdly,  suioadally,  in  qum^ 
relUng  with  lus  neighbors,  to  preclude  their  landing  on  The 
•  Point " ;  with  his  countrymen  by  his  harsh,  supercilious 
criticisms  on  their  iiiiunu'rs  ;  and  with  the  Press  by  liis  in- 
nuinei-.ibU;  liliel-sviitss.  Nut  a  slired,  a  spire  of  malice,  nor 
even  of  ill -will,  impelled  the  paw^rapha  which  Cooper  n*- 
seuted  so  litigiousl^. 
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Tha  fiist  writ  wherewith  /  WM  honovBd  "Bf  tbe  Author 
nl  tbe  'Pioneear^'  iux^  died  me  to  answer  at  BaUston,  Sm- 
togft  Comifcf,  an  the  fiist  Tuefldaj  (I  belieye)  m  Becembav 
1842;  and  I  obeyed  it  to  the  kttflE^  I  eo^li^ed  no  lawyen^ 
not  lealuing  that  I  needed  any.  In  its  tan^  tbe  case  was 
eaOe^  and  opened  in  dne  foon  hy  Bicbaid  Cooper  (nephew 
of  Fenimoie)  for  tbe  ilamtiff.  No  witueBses  were  oalled»  foi 
none*  weie  needed.  I  admitted  the  poUieatuni,  and  aoeepted 
the  responsibility  therecrf:  so  the  questions  to  be  tried  were 
tLeac,  "  Wa-s  the  i)laintiff  libelled  by  such  puhlication  ?  If 
80,  to  what  aiiKiunt  waa  he  damaged  ?**    Wlicii  liichard  had 
concluded,  I  sai<l  all  that  I  deemed  necessary  ior  the  defence; 
and  then  Feiiiuiore  summed  up  IiIa  own  cause  in  a  loiiger 
and  rather  stronger  speech  than  Kichanl's,  and  the  case  was 
clostd.    S>  far,  I  felt  quite  at  my  ease;  hut  now  the  presiding 
jiui;,c  (Wiilapdj  rose,  and  made  a  harder,  more  elahorate,  tmd 
disingenuous  speech  against  me  than  either  IJichard  or  Feni- 
more  had  done;  making  (hr^f  gainst  one,  which  I  did  not 
think  quite  fair.   He  aheoluiely  bullied  tbe  jniy,  on  the  pre- 
sumption that  they  were  inclined  to  give  a  yerdict  for  the 
defendant^  which  he  tcM  them  they  were  nowise  &t  liberty 
*  to  da  I  bad  never  tiU  that  day  seen  one  of  them,  and  had 
new  BOii^  to  elfeot  any  intimacy  or  nnderatanding  with 
than;  00  I  mast  say  that  the  judge**  chaige  seemed  to  me 
is nnfiur  as  possible.  The  jury  retired  at  its  dose;  and»  on 
biUotijDg,  seven  of  them  voted  to  maike  me  pay  $  100,  two 
voted  for  $  500,  one  for  $  1,000,  and  two  for  nothing  at  dl,  ^ 
or  very  nearly  so.    They  soon  a;^eed  to  call  it  $  200,  and 
make  it  their  verdict :  which  tliev  did.    When  all  the  costs 
Were  paid,  I  Wiis  just  $300  out  uf  pocket  by  that  lawsuit.  1 
luivt'  done  better  and  worse  in  otlier  cases;  but,  liaviug  been 
iin^f  ahly  and  snccesislully  defended  in  several,  maucrre  the 
proverb  that,  "  He  who  |)b'ads  his  own  cause  luus  a  lool  for  a 
clieut,"  I  am  satisfied  thai,  could  I  have  found  time,  in  every 
0050  whcHM'n  I  was  sued  for  libol.  io  attend  in  person,  and 
:jinii»ly,  briefly  state  the  material  facts  to  the  jniyf  I  should 
have  had  leas  to  pay  than  I  h»Ye  done.  Thm  is  always 
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danger  that  Uie  real  merita  of  your  eaaa  will  be  buried  out  of 
Bight  mider  heapa  of  legal  rabbiaL  But  it  ia  not  poaaible  for 
a  bnalneaa  nian  to  apend  bia  whole  life  in  coort-rooma^  waiting 
for  hia  caae  to  be  called;  and  I  have  often  been  aoed  in  dia* 
tant  counties,  where  I  could  acaioelj  attend  at  alL 

I  left  Balkton  in  a  sleigh  directly  upon  the  rendering  of 
tlie  verdict,  caught  a  steamboat^  I  think,  at  Troy,  and  waa  at 
my  desk  in  yood  season  next  morning  ;  so  that,  by  11  p.  M.,  I 
had  written  out  and  read  in  proof,  bt'sitics  otlier  matter,  my 
report  of  tlu;  trial,  which  filled  eleven  columns  of  the  next 
morning's  Tribune.  I  think  that  was  the  lK*st  single  day's 
work  I  ever  did.  I  intended  that  the  report  slmuld  be  good- 
natured,  —  perhaps  even  humorous,  —  and  sume  tliouglit  I 
succeeded ;  but  Fenimure  seems  not  to  ha\  e  concuired  in  that 
opinion  ;  for  he  sued  me  upon  the  report  as  a  new  libel,  —  or, 
rather,  as  several  libels.  I  was  defended  against  this  new 
suit  by  Hons.  William  H.  Seward  and  A.  £.  Conger,  so  deTeiij^ 
that,  though  there  were  hearinga  on  demurrer,  and  wioua 
expensi\  e  interlocutory  proceedings,  the  caae  never  came  to 
trial  Indeed,  the  Legislature  had  meantime  overborne  aome 
of  the  more  irrational  ndinga  of  our  jndgea ;  while  our  Judi- 
ciary itaelf  had  undeigone  important  changea  through  the 
political  revdutbn  in  our  State,  and  the  influenoe  of  our  Con* 
atitution  of  1846 ;  ao  that  the  Pleaa  of  New  Yoric  now  enjoys 
a  freedom  which  it  did  not  in  the  kat  generation. 

I  aay  the  Preea, — yet  oidy  the  joumala  of  one  party  were 
judicially  muzzled.  Rather  more  than  forty  years  ago,  Mr. 
Weed,  tlien  li\  in_L;  at  I^ochester,  was  positively  and  generally 
char<»ed,  tlirou^^h  the  Demcicratic  joumala,  with  havinj?  shaved 
oil  or  2^ulled  out  the  whiskers  of  a  dead  man,  in  order  to 
make  the  body  pass  for  tliat  of  the  lon^'-missing  and  never- 
recovered  William  Morj^^an,  of  anti-Masonic  fame.  The 
cliar^^^e  was  an  utterly  ♦groundless  calunmy,  havini,'  barely  a 
shred  of  badinage  to  palliate  its  utterance.  ^Ir.  Weed  sued 
two  or  three  of  his  defamers;  but  the  courts  were  in  the 
hands  of  his  political  adversaries,  and  he  could  never  succeed 
in  bringing  hu  caaea  to  trial.  Finally,  after  they  had  been 
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UckBd  and  cdfed  abcmt  for  ten  or  a  dosen  yeais,  tb^  vere 
Iddnd  out,  as  too  ancieBt  and  fiaUike  to  receive,  atten- 
tion. 

This  was  probably  the  best  disposition  for  him  that  could 
have  been  made  of  them,  H  he  had  tried  them,  and  recov- 
ered nominal  verdicts,  liis  enemies  would  have  shouted  over 
those  verdicts  virtu.illy  establishing  tlie  triitli  of  their 
chanjes ;  while,  if  he  had  l>een  awarrled  exenii»hiry  damages, 
tht>e  would  have  been  cited  as  measumig  tlie  damages  to  be 
pvi-n  against  him  in  each  oi  tiie  Imndred  lilKd-suit.s  there- 
afte^r  liroiii,dit  aginnst  him.  Tliis  consideration  was  forcibly 
brought  home  to  me  when,  years  afterwanl,  liaving  Vieen  out- 
rageously libelled  with  regard  to  a  sum  of  $1,000,  whidi  it 
'wss  broadly  intimated  that  a  railroad  or  canal  oompany  in 
Iowa  had  given  me  for  sennces  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered,  I 
ordered  suits  commenced  against  two  of  the  most  reckless 
libeUers.  Bnt^  when  time  had  been « allowed  for  reflection,  I 
perceived  that  I  ooold  afford  neither  to  lose  nor  to  win  these 
snits;  that  each  yeidicts  as  I  onght  to  recover  would  ba  cited 
18  measonng  the  damages  that  I  onght  to  pay  in  all  fiitoie 
fibetsuits  faroogbt  against  me ;  so  I  gladly  accepted  snch  le- 
tnctions  as  my  libellers  saw  fit  to  make,  and  discontinned  my 
raits.  Henceforth,  that  man  mnst  very  badly  want  to  be  soed 
who  provokes  me  to  sue  him  for  libeL 


Passing  in  silence  several  recent  cases  of  interest  wherein 
T  was  chosen  defendant,  —  cases  on  which  I  coidd  not  dilate 
without  annoyance  to  persons  yet  living, —  I  close  with  a 
«tntement  of  points  in  di  He  re  nee,  as  T  understand  them,  be- 
tween sundiy  judges  and  certain  editors  touching  the  Leiw 
of  libeL 

I  have  often  heard  it  asserted  from  the  Bench  that  editors 
claim  impunity  to  libel,  —  which  is  not  the  truth.  "\Miat 
1  claim  nnd  insist  on  is  jnst  this:  Tlmt  the  r^lif<^  shall  he 
pnheUd  the  naivft  and  exigencies  of  hi»  eaUmg  to  th€ 
araw  edpU,  amd  in  the  same  degree,  that  other  mm  are  pro- 
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iccUd  hy  the  cxirjcncicA,  tJi£  re^uir^nmUii,  of  XHKIR  calling  or 
positions  n.-ipectively. 

For  instance :  A  judge  on  the  bench,  a  lawyer  at  the  bar, 
may  libel  atrociously  ;  and  I  hold  may  be  liiirly  held  re>|Miji- 
flible  for  such  libel;  but  the  law  will  not  lynsuiac  him  a  li- 
beller from  the  meitj  lact  that  ho  8]>oaks  disparagingly  of  soma 
person  or  persons.  A  householder  applied  to  for  the  charao 
tor  of  his  late  aervaut  may  respond :  "  I  turned  him  off  be- 
cause I  found  him  an  ejre-aervaiit»  a  dnmkanl,  and  a  thief"; 
yst  tho  law  will  presume  no  malice  not  specifically  provea; 
lecauM  it  avem  tha^  in  giving  his  ex-sen  nnt's  character, 
that  luniaelioldv  waa  adang  in  tbe  line  of  hia  duty.  Had 
lie  potted  up  thoee  pvecise  words  in  a  poblio  plaM^  the  law 
wqM  have  proeomed  nalifie^  heoanee  no  duty  zeqiiiied  aoch 
poetiii^ 

Kow  kt  US  apply  the  principle  above  eiwmriated  to  tlie 
lustaal  OMe  in  hand:  J^lfeipon  Jones  posts  np  in  a  bai^xDooiy 
livery-stable,  OF  on  the  town-pcunp,  tliese  wwJn  x  ''diflEbifd 

Nokes  was  last  night  caught  stealing  a  hog,  and  was  com- 
iiiiLled  bv  Justice  Smith,  to  await  indictment  and  triaL* 
The  law  will  prcsuiiu;  that  postini;  in  ili  lous,  and  wiH  deal 
harshly  with  Joueis  if  he  should  fail  to  prove  it  literally  true. 
And  why  ?  Clearly,  because  no  duty  i^equired  him  to  make 
any  such  i»roclamation  of  Ids  neiglibor's  alleged  frailty, — 
because  of  the  fair,  natural  jjresumption,  that  he  wjis  moved 
80  to  post  by  hate  or  malevolence.  But  that  same  paragrai^ 
might  appear  in  the  columns  of  any  journal  that  habituallj 
printed  police  inteUigenoSy  without  justifying  or  rendeting 
plausible  a  kindred  presumption.  It  might,  indeed,  be  promd 
that  the  editor  had  inserted  the  item  with  malicious  intent  to 
iiguie  Nokes;  and  then  I  say:  Punish  the  libeller  to  the 
extent  of  the  law."  But  I  protest  against  prmm,in0  an 
editor  a  libeller^  beoanse^  in  the  routine  of  hia  vocation,  the 
line  of  his  duty,  he  prints  information  which  may  prove  in* 
aoourate  or  wholly  erroneous^  without  fiuiiy  exposing  &im  to 
the  presumption  that  he  was  impelled  to  utter  it  bj  a  ma- 
levolent spirit,  a  purpose  to  injure  or  degrade.  Am  I  un- 
derstood ?  '  * 
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Twice,  in  tlie  r<^iii'se  of  my  thirty-odd  years  of  editorsliip, 
I  have  encoimtertid  human  beings  base  euuugh  to  m|iure  me 
to  correct  a  damaging  statement,  and,  after  I  had  done  so  to 
the  exteat  of  their  desire,  to  sue  me  upon  that  retiacted 
ttatement  as  a  libel  1  I  think  this  proves  more  than  the 
depravity  of  the  persons  implicated^  —  that  it  indicates  a 
gknng  defect  in  the  law  or  die  ruling  under  which  such  a 
iiHHifleaYie  is  possible.  If  the  law  were  honesty  or  merelj 
decent^  it  would  Mfnuie  to  be  made  ^  aoeaniplifie  of  such 
viDanj. 

£ie  many  yean,  I  hope  to  see  all  the  reputable  jonxnals  of 
tiiis  mtf,  if  not  dT  the  eatiie  State»  unite  in  an  aaiociation 
fat  mntaal  defience  against  Texatioua  and  nnieaaonable  libel* 
aoiUL  They  ought  to  do  this;  employing  a  oapaHe  and 
painstaking  lawyer,  to  whom  every  stilt  for  libel  against  any 
meml>er  of  the  association  should  at  once  be  referred,  with 
instructions  to  investigate  it  candidly,  and  decide  whether  it^ 
defence  ought  or  ought  not  to  devolve  uii  the  prea^;  genei-ally. 
If  net.  let  it  be  remitted  to  the  counsel  for  the  journal  jjntse- 
euted;  but,  it"  the  prasecutiou  be  clearly  uareasunaljle  and 
vexatious,  —  a  lawyer's  dodge  to  Ifvy  Idack  mail,  —  tlien  let 
■0  money  or  etlbrt  be  spared  to  hatWe  and  defeat  the  nefari^r 
ens  attempt  Such  a  combination  for  mutual  defence  woidd 
arrest  the  prevailing  habit  of  paying  $50  or  $100  to  buy 
off  the  plaintiff's  attorney  as  the  cheapest  way  out  of  a 
boiher,  woxdd  soon  greatly  reduce  the  number  of  suits  for 
hbel,  and  would  nsolt  in  a  substantial  and  permanent  to* 
ktgement  of  ihe  I!reedoai  of  the  Vim,  It  should  hm 
heik  fozmed  long  aga 
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THE  yoar  1851  was  signalized  by  the  first  grand  Expoel- 
tion  of  the  products  of  All  Kationif  Art  and  Indusfay. 
It  was  Iidd  in  Hyde  Park,  London,  onoe  at  tlie  extreme  ireet 
end  of  that  metropolis,  bat  long  since  enveloped  by  her 
steady,  imperial  growth  in  oommeice,  wealth,  and  popfolation. 
Prince  Albert,  the  Queen's  hnsband,  having  been  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  enterprise,  the  Queen  did  her  best  to  insure  its 
success;  and  her  influence,  exerted  to  the  utmost^  extended 
&r  beyond  her  Court  and  those  who  aspire  to  bask  in  its  beams. 
A  portion  of  the  Tory  Aristoecacy  stood  aloof,  or  only  visited 
the  Exposition  as  careless  sight-seers ;  but  the  Boyal  Family, 
the  liberal  Aristocracy,  the  Manufaeturing,  Gommeictal, 
and  more  intelligent  lAboring  classea,  were  united  and  en- 
thusiastic in  their  efTorts  to  secure  the  success  of  the  grand 
undertaking.  I  judge  that  the  habitual  frigidity  of  British 
bearing  toward  foreigners  was  never  before  so  thoroughly  put 
aside  or  overcome.  "You  foreigners,"  said  Eail  Oianville  at 
a  great  dinner  given  at  Bichmond  to  the  Foreign  Commis- 
sioners and  Jurors,  "complain  that  we  English  are  icy  and 
repulsive ;  but  you  never  give  us  a  ftir  chance  to  be  other- 
wise. We  try  to  be  courteous  and  hospitaUe  whenever  we 
are  aflbrded  an  opportunity.  Don't  we  make  heroic,  though 
luckle8e»  attempts  to  speak  your  several  languages  I  Don't 
we  tiy  in  every  way  to  make  ourselves  agreeable  ?  Give  us 
a  fair  trial  before  you  condemn  us  as  exclusive  and  unsoeiaL" 
In  this  spirit,  the  great  mass  of  the  educated,  thiiAy  dassas 
treated  their  many  foreign  visitors  throughout  that  }aog 

I 
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Smnrner.  I  doubt  that  the  hospitality  which  is  evinced  in 
i'litortiiiiiments  and  festivities  was  QV&r  more  widely  displayed 
anywhere,  or  with  more  persistent  generosity. 

And  I  doubt  that  another  exhibition,  so  comprehensive,  so 
instructive,  has  since  been  or  ever  will  be  presented,  though 
several  lia\  e  been,  and  many  doubtless  will  be,  so  planned,  so 
weeded,  as  to  era})ody  only  articles  of  decided  merit,  as  thm 
did  not.  For,  as  all  nations  were  invited  to  send  saniples  of 
their  exportable  products  to  this  Exposition,  all  had  done  so, 
without  at  all  considering  the  figure  these  would  cut  when 
comimred  with  the  kindred  products  of  other  countries.  Side 
by  side  with  the  subtlest  and  most  elaborate  devices  of  British 
and  American  locksmiths  to  guard  the  hoards  of  bankew  and 
capitalists  Irom  spoliation,  were  the  rude  contrivances  of 
Tunisian  or  Thibetan  blacksmiths,  clumsily  hammered  out  of 
poor  iron,  on  a  very  rude  anvil,  and  doing  no  credit  to  the 
workmanship,  even  after  all  due  allowances  had  been  made. 
The  striking  contrasts  thus  presented  in  almost  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Exposition  gave  it  a  piquancy  and  zest  which  an 
lienoeforth  naattaiaabte ;  for  the  contributors  of  B0117  speci- 
niens,  having  thus  been  made  aware  of  their  own  relati^'e 
'  demerits,  refuse  thenceforth  to  appear  as  foils  for  their  bril- 
liant rivals;  and  any  attempt  to  replace  them  by  samples 
gathered  from  the  ends  of  the  ^urth,  on  purpose  to  be  derided 
and  ridiculed,  must  almost  necessarily  prove  a  failure. 
Hereafter,  we  shall  find  in  kindred  expositions  only  the  best 
piroduets  of  the  cleverest^  most  iitgemous  of  the  world's  aiti- 
fioeiB ;  while  the  worse,  and  even  worst,  by  which  their  worth 
was  80  admirably  set  off  and  illustrated  in  1861>  will  remain 
in  their  coveted  obUvion. 

The  Crystal  Palace,  wherein  the  Exhibition  was  held,  was 
constructed  wholly  of  iron  and  glass,  and  was  one  of  the 
noblest^  most  magnificent,  most  graceful  edifices  ever  seen, 
li^  ^nd  avenue^  traversing  its  centre  firom  end  to  end,  was 
Ftudded  with  some  of  the  rarest  and  costliest  articles  ex- 
hibited, including  Powers's  statue  of  "  The  Gn^ek  Sliivc,"  the 
Queen's  matchless  "  Koh-i-Noor/'  or  Mountain  of  Lights  said 
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to  be  nezl  to  tlie  loigMi  dianKmcl  in  exHtenoe^  and  hmidxtds 
mm  of  the  most  admiiable  produoto  of  Ait  and  Natom. 
Several  stately  and  giadoua  elms,  wbieh  weie  among  the 
ehief  ornaments  of  tiie  Park,  grew  on  the  aito  choaoa  for  the 

Palace,  and  W6ie  a  chief  obstacle  to  its  eoneession,  as  this 

was  supposed  to  involve  their  destruction ;  but  the  stately 
edifice  was  mado  to  iiu  lude  and  cover  them,  so  that  they  put 
forth  their  ainj  de  fblia;j;<_'  and  stood  ^'t\»eu  and  graceful  through- 
out the  Exlul)ition  under  its  transparent  roof,  each  of  flieni 
*a  thing  of  beaiity"  and  a  positive  enlianrement  of  the  fairy 
Bp<'ctacle  on  every  side  presented.  Aladdin's  fal)led  palace 
may  have  l)eon  richer  in  gold  and  ,<:^Tn3 ;  but  oui-s  far  ex- 
ceeded his  in  the  extent  and  multiplicity  of  its  devices  for 
the  sustenance,  comfort,  enjoyment  of  mankind,  —  its  number- 
leas  steam-driven  spindles^  looms,  Ac,  wotild  have  £ur  out- 
worrked  all  the  genii  or  ^omes  of  the  Aiabian  romanes; 
^rtule  t^e  vast  crofwds  of  human  heing8»  especially  of  sump* 
tnonsly,  picturesquely  apparelled  women,  who  thronged  that 
grand  avenue  throughout  day  after  day  for  weeks  and  months, 
had  no  rival  even  in  the  most  goigeons  oieaftioiis  of  Oriental 
tecy.   

ft 

Having  left  Kew  Tofk  m  (lie  stanch  American  steamship 
Baltic,  Gapt  J.  J.  Contstock,  on  the  11th  of  April,  when  a 
strong  and  cold  northsaster  had  just  set  in,  we  took  it  with 
us  across  the  Atlantic,  rarely  blest  with  a  brief  ^dirnpse  of  tlie 
watery  8im  during  onr  rough  passage  of  twelve  days  and 
florae  hours,  enrounteriug  a  severe  gale  on  our  first  night  out, 
and  another  as  we  reached  soundings  on  the  Irisli  coast ;  and 
1'  iiJi;  surfeited  with  rain  and  head-winds  during  our  entire 
passa;_'e,  I  was  sick  nnto  death's  door  for  most  of  tlie  time, 
eatini^  by  an  effort  when  I  ate  at  all,  and  as  thorou-^ddy  misi'r- 
al)le  as  I  knew  how  to  be  ;  so  that  the  dirty,  grimy  little  tug 
that  at  last  approached  to  take  us  ashore  at  Liverpool  seemed 
to  me,  though  foy  no  means  white-winged,  an  ang^  of  deUver- 
aaee ;  and  my  f!rst  meal  on  solid,  well-behaving  earth  will 
long  he  lememheied  with  gratztade  to  the  finends  wiio  joo^ 
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▼fded  and  dtarad  it    1  hove  sinoe  npetfted]/  bmted  ihe 

perils  and  miseriee  of  tiie  raging  main,  and  have  never  fband 

tlie  Lktier  9o  intolerable  as  on  that  first  voyage  ;  yet  the  ocean 
an<l  I  remain  but  distant,  uuluving  acq^uaiutances,  with  no 
prosjH'ct  ut'ever  l>eciiniing  friends. 

iit-a('liin<r  Ty>!i(lon  just  Ix  lniv  the  ?'xposition  ojx'.ned,  I  wag 
accMrdetl  by  the  partialit}'  of  niv  count rynien  wlio  had  pro- 
Cedv'l  m(»  (<!omcwhat  strciiLitlit'iKMl,  I  behev^',  by  their  j^'ul- 
otisy  of  tsu  h  other)  i:ie  position  of  Chainnan  of  one  of  tlie 
Juries,  —  each  of  the  countries  largely  represented  in  the 
Exposition  b?mg  allowed  one  Chairman.  My  department 
(Class  X.)  included  about  three  thousand  lots  (not  merely 
three  thousand  aTticles)»  and  was  entitled,  I  believe,  Hard- 
mae ;  but  it  embraced  not  only  metals^  but  all  mann^  ol 
devieoB  for  genmliiig  or  eeonomizing  gaa,  for  eUminfttang  or 
^■<^wftg  heat,  Ac,  Ac  The  dntiea  ^na  devolved  npon  me 
neie  entiieljr  beyond  my  eapa4»ty ;  but  my  vioe-Gluuimaii, 
Iff.  William  Biid«  a  leading  British  iron-master  and  London 
Mehaatp  wm  ae  eminenHy  qnaliiled  for  fhose  dntieeas  I  was 
defieunt ;  and  between  ns  the  woik  was  so  done  that  no  com^ 
plaint  of  ite  quality  ever  reached  me.  We  had  several  most 
competent  colleagues  on  our  jury,  among  them  M.  Spitaels,  of 
Belgium,  a  director  of  the  A'ielle  Montaigne  Zinc  Mine**,  and 
one  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  T  ever  knew. 

Revisitins?  England  four  yeai-s  tliereaft<  r,  I  called  Ott  my 
.  feiend  I>ir(l,  and  he  told  me  tliis  anec«lote  :  — 

•Vmii  may  remember,"  he  premised,  "  tliat  T  paid  sjKicial 
attentioTi  to  foreign  iron  throughout  our  service  as  juron  in 
the  Exposition,  and  that  T  dwelt  on  tlie  admirable  (luality  uf 
certain  nf  the  Austrian  prcxlucts  which  came  within  our  pur- 
new.  Well:  two  y^ars  thereafter,  when  Summer  brought  its 
usual  dulness  of  trade,  I  thought  I  would  ran  over  and  sec 
haw  those  products  were  made.  So,  providing  myself  with 
a?  rrm<\  letten  as  I  could  command,  I,  in  due  time,  waited  on 
Lord  Westmoreland,  onr  Ambassador  at  Vienna.  He  received 
me  oonrteonsly, but  soon  said:  'I  psieeive,  Mr.  Bird,  that  the 
yoo.  band  me  from  Leid  Bslmersttm,  Loid  Jokn  Bos* 
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aeD,  Ac,  implj  BomeUung  more  than  otdiiiaiy  dvilitiea 
What  do  you  desire  I'  '  I  seek  an  order  from  tilie  Auatrian 
ICmiater  of  Industiy  [or  whataver  the  designation  mtsf  be], 
anthoriang  me  to  visit  all  the  great  iron-works  in  the  Em- 
pire.' '  Why,  Mr.  Bird/  rejoined  the  Ambassador,  *  yon  can- 
not be  aware  of  the  jealousy  wherewith  British  predominance 
in  iron-working  is  here  regarded,  or  you  would  as  soon  request 
me  to  ask  the  Minister  to  cede  you  Hungary.  I  cannot  pre- 
sent your  requL'.st.*  So  (contiuuud  Mr.  B.),  I  left  tlie  Ambas- 
sador, thoroughly  re])utled,  and  returned  t.o  my  carriaj^e,  in 
which  I  had  left  "an  Austrian  friend,  who  liad  been  a  coniniis- 
siouer  at  onv  Expu.sition.  *\Vliat  is  tlie  matter,  ]\Ir.  r»ird?* 
heat  t)nee  inquired;  'you  seem  to  lune  m**t  with  a  disap- 
pointment." I  certainly  had,  as  I  proceeded  to  exjAain.  *But 
why  not  yourself  ask  the  Minister  for  tlie  privilege  you  de- 
sire?' 'Because  he  never  heard  of  me.'  'There  you  are 
mistaken,'  said  the  Austrian ;  and,  opening  his  official  report 
on  the  London  Kxposition,  he  pointed  therein  to  repeated  and 
heari^  acknowledgments  of  the  highly  important  services 
rendered  to  the  Austrian  exhibitors  hy  Mr.  Bird,  of  the  tenth 
juij.  He  offered  at  once  to  introduce  and  commend  me  to 
the  Minister,  and  I  gladly  assented.  Having  been  introduced 
aoooidingly  in  the  most  flattering  terms,  the  Minister  socm 
asked,  *Mr.  Bird,  can  I  do  nothing  to  make  your  visit  agree- 
able ? ' — when  I  indicated  my  wish  to  visit  the  uon^works 
of  Austria.  '  With  tiie  greatest  pleasure/  h^  responded,  and 
at  once  wrote  me  the  desired  order,  couched  in  most  emphatic 
and  swci'jiin;^  terms.  Thereupon,  1  left  him,  and  spent  my 
next  montli  m  a  tour  through  the  iruu-producincf  distrirt>  of 
the  eiupire, —  overywhere  received  most  hos]titalily.  and  shown 
all  that  I  a.sk»Ml  nr  wislied  to  see.  Returuiug,  at  last,  to 
Vienna,  I  made  a  partrn^f  ciill  on  Lord  Westmoreland :  and, 
in  reply  to  hi^  inquir}*,  intVirm«^d  him  that  I  liad  sjxint  my 
time,  since  my  previous  eall,  among  the  iron-wnrks  of  Ca- 
rintliia,  8tyria,  &c.  *  But  how  did  you  obtain  the  needful 
order  ?'  he  inquired.  '  I  asked  the  Minister  for  it  in  my  own 
name!,  and  he  readily  granted  it'    'Yeiy  weU»  Mr.  Bird,' 
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v^tauA  Ibe  jpiuszled  Ambassador, '  shouM  I  ever  have  ^saj 
pmjk  fmr-torfisk  of  the  Austrian  GovaxmiMQt^  I  mfijtlie 


Ae  •oimcll  of  the  Exposition  was  compoaed  of  the  chidr^ 
vn  of  .the  sovend  janea;  its  president  waa  lord  Canning 
(mi  of  the  Gannuig)*  whp  died  Gofvemor-G«neral  of 
India  aome  ton  jean  iheiQalter.  I  r^gaided  him  with  deep 
intaraat  fisr  hia  ftthei^a  aake^'-'-that  Mm  having  heen  Eng- 
lani'a  foromoat  man  for  yoam  within  my  leooQection.  The 
•onaeemed  a  man  of  decided  defTemeaa  and  geniality,  while 
his  countenance  denoted  wit,  though  I  leooUeet  nothing  aaid 
by  him  that  confu  nied  my  prepossession.  Of  the  higher  aria- 
tocracy,  I  remember  only  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  —  a  small, 
slight,  sandv-hftired  person,  genthi  in  manner,  modest  in  bear- 
ing, and  now  ise  exacting  the  sersnle  deference  generally  paid 
by  personal  merit  to  inherited  mnk  in  (Jreat  Britain.  I  am 
sure  I>)iil  Cannini,',  wlio  had  evidently  a  keen  pei)«r>  of  the 
ridiculoujs,  must  have  been  nauseated  by  the  <jjeiiiM!'  xions  and 
prostrations,  —  "If  your  lordship  will  })ermit  me  to  remark,** 
"If  I  may  presume  to  claim  your  lordship's  attention  for 
a  noment^"  &c,  &c.  —  wherewitli  he  waa  habitually  addressed 
h^nenwhcae  achievements  in  Science  and  its  applicationa 
wne  elemento  at  once  of  England'a  gloiy  and  of  her  prcm- 
ftxHof  and  gceatneaa*  \  maj-bave  aeen  a  frvomhle  aample  of 
the  Britiali  nobiHly,  but  those  I  met  were  simply  and  emi- 
nently gentlemen* — and  none  moie  ao  than  Arthnr,  Duke  of 
WeDington, — (&e  Doket,  then  moie  than  eighty  yeeis  old, 
who  waa  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  frequent  visitors  to  our 
American  quarter,  and  one  of  the  veiy  first  to  proclaim  — 
while  the  great  London  journals  were  jeering  at  the  poverty 
and  shabbiness  of  our  department — its  eminent  and  remark- 
able excellence.  He  not  merely  visited,  he  studied  and 
inqnired ;  and  no  more  unpretending,  fair-minded  seeker  of 
practical  information  wa.s  among  our  visitors.    He  wils  one  of 

tiioee  piivii^ed,  with  the  jurors,  to  enter  and  examine  during 
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the  early  monung  ham,  -whuk  fhe  public  yns  ezohided»  and 
wlien  the  queen,  mth  her  attenduits,  spent  hofon  there,  daj 
after  day» — in  part»  doabtUsSp  to  satisfy  a  legitunate  interesl^ 
but  in  part,  also,  to  commend  and  render  popular  the  Expoei* 
tion;  80  that,  as  my  friend  Charles  Lane  aptly  remarked, 
*  You  could  not  exactly  say  whether  she  stood  on  this  side 
of  the  counter  or  ou  that."  I  jiiii  sure,  few  labored  more 
earnestly,  more  iiidefatiiTably  than  she  did  to  make  the  enter- 
priijc  a  success,  and  no  one  with  more  decid(!il  etheit  iK  y. 

Britif^h  pplf-cnm])la(^ency  and  British  fairness  were  both 
strikingly  evinced  in  the  conduct  of  tbe  Kxliibitiuu.  The 
chairman  of  the  Agricoltuial  jury  was  Mr.  Philip  Puaey,  M.  P. 
(brother  of  the  deigyman  of  Tractarian  fame),  who  inhabited 
and  enjoyed  a  generous  estate  in  Berkshire,  which  had  been 
likewise  inhabited  and  enjoyed  by  his  ancestors  Ibr  genei»> 
tions  preceding  the  Norman  conquest  Repeatedly,  he  broogfat 
up  to  the  council  a  request  from  his  jury  that  tibey  might  be 
authorized  to  award  prises  to  the  best,  and  the  second-best, 
American,  Belgium,  Firench,  &c.,  ploughs, — and  so  of  other 
implements,  —  a  request  evidently  prompted  by  apprehen- * 
sions  that  they  would  other\vise  lie  constrained  by  the  general 
snjieriority  of  British  implenu-nts  lo  award  prizes  to  them 
only.  "Mr.  Piesident,"  1  urged  in  opjK)sition,  "we  are  asked 
to  destroy  the  jiractical  value  of  our  awards  altogether.  It 
will  be  idle  for  this  body  to  award  a  prize  to  one  American 
as  better  for  a  given  purpose  than  another  American  plough^ 
—  we  can  settle  that  point  at  home.  Nor  do  we  wish  you  to 
award  a  prize  to  an  American,  as  best  adapted,  say,  to  work- 
ing  stiff  clay  soils,  if  there  be  a  much  better  plough  for  that 
purpose  sent  here  from  some  other  countiy.  We  do  not  wish 
to  be  confirmed  in  our  errors,  but  warned  to  fonake  them. 
Let  your  prizes  be  awarded  only  to  what  is  ahmfutehj  best, 
and  we  shall  then  be  enabled,  if  other  nations  have  better 
ploughs  tlian  ours,  to  adopt  and  profit  by  them."  Others 
ui^e<l  the  same  views  more  forcibly  ;  and  the  ALiTi(^nltiiral, 
like  all  other  juritis,  was  ultimately  obliged  to  coufonu  to  the 
original  programme. 
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"VMien  the  council  liad  met,  late  in  .Tuly,  for  what  was  in- 
t^'iidcd  tn  be  its  la.st  sittiiiLr,  Mr.  Pnsey  said, "  I  am  constTainod 
to  ask,  on  l)ehalf  of  the  A;,Micidtiiiul  jury,  that  another 
111*7  of  tlii.s  body  he  li(>ld  some  fortnight  hence.  We  have, 
tiiis  we«-k,  la'cn  IcstiiiLr  iciijici-s  at  Tiptree  Hall  (M.  Mcchi's), 
and  one  of  the  American  niaihinu.s  (\fr.  0.  If.  'oriiiick's) 
surprised  us  by  the  efficiency  and  tlio  excelli.'nce  of  its  opera- 
tion. But  the  day  was  rainy  ami  the  grain  nuripe  ;  so  \ve  do 
not  feel  sine  that  its  triuuipli  ^va8  not  owing  to  ihosa  circum- 
stances. We  re(piire  another  trial  on  a  fair  day,  with  ripe, 
(by  grain;  and,  shuiild  this  macliine  then  do  as  well  m  it  has 
alread\  done  under  our  eyes,  we  mnst  ask  for  it  the  very 
hi;4li'  -1  I  ward."  The  re(pie?t  was  i^rantod  ;  the  trial  repeated 
under  tlie  conditions  recpiired,  witJi  a  success  fnlly  equal  to 
that  previously  achieved ;  aud  a  Council  Medal  solicited  and 
awarded  accordingly. 


X  travelled  bastify,  that  Stmuner,  tlmragh  France,  from 
•Calais,  by  Paris,  to  Lyons  and  across  Sayoy  and  Mount  Genis, 
into  Italy; — yisiting  Turin,  Genoa>  Borne,  Florence,  Ferram, 
Bologna,  Ptadua,  Venice,  and  Milan ;  reciossing  the  Alps  by 
tbfi  St  Gothard  pass,  and  thenoe  coming  down  through  Altorf 
and  Lnceme  to  the  Bhine  at  Basle ;  and  so  down  the  great 
river  to  Cologne ;  thence,  across  Be^um,  by  Aiz-la-Chapelle 
and  Brussels,  into  Northern  France,  and  back  to  London,  by 
Paris.  Die])pe,  and  New  Haven.  I  soon  after  journeyed  north- 
ward through  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  York,  and  Berwick-on- 
Tweed,  to  Edinburgh;  thence,  by  Gla^w,*to  Bel&st  and 
Dublin ;  thence  westward,  through  Athlone  to  Galway ;  and, 
after  returning  to  Dublin,  through  Wexford  and  lipperary,  so 
fax  southward  as  Limerick;  returning,  thiough  Wales,  to 
Liverpool,  and  there  taking  the  Baltic  for  home.  The  very 
few  deductions  from  such  hasty  joumeyings  that  I  may  haa- 
ard  will  be  submitted  in  future  chapters. 
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1^  and  most  popular  liist'>ri:iii  of  tlie  Dutch  era  of  oar 
city  and  State,  notes  one  gT-.i\  «'  iTior  of  tlie  New  Nctherland 
magnates,  and  their  pushing,  meddling,  encroacliiiig  Yankee 
neighbors,  in  that,  having  wisely  stopped  fighting'  fiiu\  betaken 
theuLselves  instead  to  negotiation,  they  did  not  ]>rotr.u  t  indefi* 
nitely  that  amiable  and  hopeful  procedure,  but  terminated  it 
abruptly  by  a  treaty ;  over  the  interpreting  of  which  their 
quarrel  instantly  broke  out  afresh,  and  raged  with  greater 
fury  than  before. 

Their  blunder  has  been  often  repeated. 
The  Compromise  of  1850  had  been  carried  through  the 
XXA'Ist  Congress,  not  long  after  President  Taylor's  death, 
mainly  by  virtue  of  the  S  10,000, ooo  given  therein  to  Texas 
for  the  relinqui«5hnient  of  lier  i>rcj>osterous  claim  to  New 
Mexico.  That  donation  raised  the  value  of  several  miUiona 
of  outstanding  Texas  bonds  from  ten  or  fifteen  cents  on  the 
dollar  to  par.  A  We!=?teni  Grovcmor  told  me,  a  few  years 
afterward,  that  he  adniinist  red  on  the  estate  of  one  of  the 
Senators  from  his  State  who  helped  pfi.«is  the  Compromise 
measure,  and  who  soon  after  died,  and  that  among  said  Sena- 
tor's assets  he  found  nearly  $  30,000  of  those  Texan  bonds, 
with  no  scratch  of  pen  to  indicate  how  he  came  by  them,  or 
how  much  he  gave  for  them.  Had  he  been  a  Croesus,  tlti.^ 
would  have  been  e.xtraordinary ;  Jt*^  he  was  a  politician  and 
legislator  of  modeiate  meaufl*  it  oould  he  aoooimted  for  ia  but 
one  way. 
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Yim  Cbmpromiae  maunam  &ad  hasn  otnied  \ff  the  rotes 

of  all  the  Northern  Democrats  but  a  few  decided  opponents 
of  tJie  Slave  Power,  all  the  Southern  Wliigg,  with  scarcely  aa 
exception,  a  minority  of  the  Southern  Douiocrats,  and  a  de- 
ciJed  miuority  of  the  Northern  W hij^s,  —  a  minority  aljsolutely 
inconsiderable  until  decidedly  strenirthened  by  Mr.  Fillmore's 
accession  to  the  Presidency.  Having  now  the  National  Ad- 
ministration on  ihmi  side,  the  Gompromisers  endeavored  to 
make  <le£votioii  to  Iheir  inflasitie  a  tonehaloDe  of  political 
oithodojgr;  and  a  maaUbsto  ^was  drawn  up  and  aigiied  bgr 
fti^  m  fifty  nemibm  of  OongreaB,  pledgbg  tiiemaeWos  tD 
support  no  man  for  any  office  who  did  not  Bostain  the  Com- 
pvonitte. 

A  Whig  State  GoimfttkMi  met  at  Syneuae  in  the  Antoma 
of  1850,  and  nominated  a  State  Tidnt  headed  by  Washington 

Hunt  for  Governor.  Franei.s  Grun^'er  \v;ls  President  of  that 
Con\entinn.  It^  resolves  said  nothing  pro  or  con  of  the  Com- 
prtimise,  but  one  of  them  a]>prnved  the  course  of  (it*vernor 
Sewnnl  in  the  United  States  Senate  (which  he  had  entered 
on  the  day  of  Pmident  Taylor's  inauguration) ;  and  this  was 
vehemently  resisted  by  the  "  Conaervative "  or  Compmniiae 
■bority  of  tlie  delegatea^  who,  headed  by  its  President,  va- 
cated their  seats  on  its  adoption.  In  the  contest  which  foL- 
kfwed*  Hmt  was  baiely  ohooen  over  Hoiatio  Seymour;  but 
the  Demoeiats  oairied  their  lieatenant-Qovemor  (Ghnxch), 
vith  mosty  if  not  aU,  of  their  ramaining  State  offioere.  It  was 
elear  that  the  Silver  Grays/'  (or  ConBervatiTe  Whigs,)  had 
sillier  relosed  to  vote,  or  jijone  over  to  the  Democracy ;  though 
Governor  Hunt  was  in  fact  one  of  themselves,  and,  after 
ninninii  onee  more  for  (Jovemor,  and  Ix'inu^  liadly  lienten  hv 
the  "SilvtT  (Iniys,"  lie  went  openly  over  to  them,  and  assidu- 
cm«ly  .«Joui:iit,  but  uever  found,  ]iromotion  at  their  hands  and 
tho^e  of  the  Democrat.<i,  wiUi  whom  he  had  hy  this  time  be- 
come completely  alhliated. 

Connecticut  was,  in  like  manner,  barely  carried  over  to  the 
Democ  rats  by  the  "  Silver  Grays"  in  the  Spring  of  1851,  and 
H(ML  Bqgar  SL  Baldwin,  who  had  o^ppoaad  the  CompBDmise  In 
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liie  Senates,  was  aupplaiited  by  laaao  Tcfaoej.  Thus,  flie 
usoally  donbtfal  or  closely  contested  Free  States  weie  gener- 
ally carried  by  the  Democrats,  who  elected  United  States 
St'iiaturs  from  nearly  all  v)f  them  between  18r>()  ami  1854; 
giN  in^;  their  party  an  ovorwLuliiiing  preponderance  in  ih& 
up]>ev  House  fur  tlie  six  ytjius  prior  to  1861. 

In  tlic  South,  the  oppononls  ot  the  Compromise  attempted 
to  make  head  under  the  banner  of  Stale  Rights.  Mississippi 
having  been  represented  in  the  Senate  of  1850  by  JefTeieon 
Davis,  who  strongly  opposed,  and  hy  Henr}'  S.  Foote,  who  as 
▼ehemently  supported,  the  Compromise,  that  State  divided 
into  two  new  parties, teimed  "Union"  and  "Slate  Bigfits** 
respectively,  and  nominated  the  two  Senators  as  rival  candi- 
dates for  Governor.  A  most  spirited  contest  resulted  in  ths 
polling  of  an  unprecedented  vote,^ needy  60,000  in  ail, — 
and  the  choice  of  Foote,  "Union,"  by  more  than  1,000  ma- 
jority. The  residue  of  the  Union  Ticket  was  carried  by  a  biiil 
larger  a\era^e  majority. 

In  Soutli  Carolina,  tlio  tk'w  parties  were  essentially  the 
same,  but  tlie  names  were  dilleicnt ;  "  Cooper.iiioii  "  —  that  is, 
a  resolve  to  solicit  and  await  the  concuiTence  of  other  Slave 
States  before  initiating  forcible  resistance  to  the  Compromise 
^  acte  —  being  adopted  as  the  watchword  of  the  more  moderate 
party.  As  their  election  did  not  come  off  till  Mississippi  and 
other  Southern  States  had  unequivocally  decided  against  the 
"  Chivalry,"  or  "^Lre-Eatera,"  these  were  beaten  here  also  by 
a  laige  migority,  and  the  hope  of  dragging  the  South  into  an 
attitude  of  KuUification  or  Disunion  on  this  issue  shown  to 
be  utterly  fhtile. 


And  now  the  two  great  parties  held  their  seveiiil  Tmiden* 
tial  ConvonUons,  —  that  oi  the  \\'hiL:s  assembling  at  l^»altinu)re, 
about  the  1st  of  June,  1852.  Mr.  Fillmore  was  sup|xjrted  for 
reiilection  by  nearly  all  the  Snuthem,  as  (n-iieral  Scott  ^'as 
by  the  great  body  of  the  Northern,  adherents  of  the  drooping 
flag.   The  delegpsites  fnendly  to  eitiier  were  130  to  134  in 


^  kjui^  o  uy  Googl 


THE  DISSOLUTION  OF  THE  WHIG  PARTY.  279 

• 

mimber,  while  30  to  36  preferred  Mr.  Webster  to  ei&er  of 
theno.  Mr.  Webster  had  been  the  ^ax  of  Compromise,  had 
been  chosen  by  Mr*  FQlmore  as  his  Seeietazy  of  State,  and  in 
that  capacity  bad  given  character  and  dignit^  to  the  Aclminis- 
tration.  There  was  reason,  therefore,  for  Mr,  Webster's  san- 
goine  hope,  that^  when  Mr.  Fillmore's  nomination  was  proved 
clearly  hopeless,  his^  name  would  be  withdrawn,  and  his 
etiength  transfened  to  his  iUnstrions  premier.  This  hope  was 
doomed,  however,  to  disappointment  Forty  or  fiily  ballots 
were  had  without  result ;  when  the  suppcnterB  of  Webster 
giadually  went  over  to  Soottik  who  was  thereupon  nominated, 
with  William  A.  Graham,  of  North  Carolina^  for  Yioe-Fresi- 
dent 

But  Oie  firienda  of  Fillmore  and  Webster,  though  differing 
'  aa  to  candidates,  were  a  unit  as  to  platform ;  and  they  framed 
one  which  pledged  the  party  unequivocally  to  the  support 
and  maintenan<^  of  the'  Compromises  of  1850.  General 
Scott  made  haste  to  plant  himself  squarely  on  this  platform, 
which  was  in  uiul()uV>ted  accordance  with  his  own  prcposses- 
siona  He  thua  alienated  thousands  of  Anti-Slavery  Whigs, 
whose  detestation  of  the  new  and  stringent  Fugitive  Slave  law 
was  uncontrollable;  while  the  Conservative  or  "  Silver  (iniy  " 
Wliigs,  would  not  support  him  because  the  great  body  of 
Anti'Slaveiy  WhigB  did,  and  because  they  foresaw  that  his 
counsellors  must  necessarily  be  chosen  in  good  part  from 
among  these. 

The  delegates  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention  were 
divided  in  their  preferences  for  President,  —  (leneral  Cass 
and  Mr.  Buchanan  being  the  leading ,  favorites,  but  a  good 
many  votes  bein,5  scattered  upon  others.  Finally,  Franklin 
Pierce,  of  New  Ilumpslnre,  was  brought  forward,  and  nomi- 
nated with  STibstaiiliul  unanimity.  He  had  been  a  representa- 
tive in,  and  linall)'  Speaker  of,  tlie  more  popidar  branch  <if  the 
Legislature  of  liis  State,  a  Representative  and  Senatwr  in  Con- 
gress, and  then  a  ^  oUmteer  and  Brigadier-Ocneml  in  the  Mexi- 
can War,  1ml  liad  pisscfl  llie  la^t  eiijht  years  mainly  in  retire- 
xuent   A  pleasiug  (^vasser,  of  popular  address  and  maQners, 
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he  could  not  \^  said  to  haVe  arhievtHl  eTninenco,  wlu'ther  in 
his  civil  or  liis  mil itiiry  career;  iudwHi,  (iciu  ral  Caik^,  who 
had  ^erv'od  with  liim  two  or  three  years  as  fellow -Deniormts 
in  the  Seii;ite,  had  not  made  his  a(  (iuaintance  up  to  tlu  liour 
of  his  nomination.  Hou,  William  11  King,  of  Alabanm,  wiio 
liad  loii^'  lieen  United  States  Senator  from  that  State,  was 
nominated  with  him  for  ^'h  e  I'l-esident 

The' ensuing  canvass  was  short,  tolembly  s]>irited,  but  one- 
sided from  tlu*  start.  The  Democrats,  who  were  quietly 
ploughing  witli  tlie  "Silver  Gray"  heifer  throughout,  kiuw 
tiiey  were  Ixicked  to  win,  —  that  there  coiUd  be  no  mistako 
about  it.  The  Whigs  tried  hard  to  stem  the  tide ;  but  the 
nomination  of  John  P.  Hale  for  President  by  the  Abolitionists 
was  a  hea\y  side-blow,  as  he  was  sure  to  take  thousands  of 
votes  which,  but  for  the  Compromise  platform,  would  have 
been  given  fof  Scott  Maine  and  California  in  September, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Indiana  in  October,  gave  majoriti^" 
«f  decisive  plmalities  for  the  Democrats.  The  Whigs  were 
thus  prepared  for  defeat,  but  not  ftvr  the  overwhelming  rout 
ivbieh  overtook  them,  when,  4t  the  dosmg  of  the  polls  in 
Kovember,  it  ««8  fxmA  that  they  had  carried  precisely  four 
Stotee, — Maaaachnfletts,  Vennont^  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee, 
— aH  thereat  having  chosen  Pierce  doctorB, — New  York  by 
Anne  25,000  pinrality ;  Pennaylvania,  Ohio,  Virginia,  by 
majoritiea  equally  conchuive.  Thte,  the  popular  vote  showed 
no  such  disparity  as  the  electond;  bnt  the  ptreponderanoe  ez<> 
oeeded  200,000  in  an  aggregate  poll  of  aboot  Three  MiHiona 
The  "Whig  party  had  been  often  beaten  before;  this  defeat 
proved  it  practically  dflAmctj,  and  in  an  advanced  stage  of  de* 
^Mnptwitip^ 
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*  T  AM,  ftatmaUf  anti-Skmrf.  if  fflsmy  is  not  mmt^, 
X  ihfltt  luffliiiig  k  ^noog.  I  eaaiiflt  nmemlier  wlieii  I  did 
MftBDtimikttidiM.'^  SosaidAbrabimliaoQlatoGora^ 
Branktto,  ttc-Senslor  Bixom,  and  Bdite  Hodges,  when  they 
trflM  on  liitt  witii  Kentnek/s  icnioiMtsrttnee  againit  tiie 
anniiifr  of  Blacks  to  put  down  the  Rebellion,  and  a^inst 
Emiinuipatiou  policy^  too  tardily  adopted  on  the  part  of  the 
Union. 

I  ]>elicve  Mr.  Lincoln  thus  iorcibiy  gave  expression  to  what 
was  the  ver}'  general  experience  of  American  boys  reareil  in 
the  Free  States  forty  to  sixty  years  ago,  while  the  traditions 
ind  the  impoLseB  of  our  Revolutionary  age  were  still  vivid 
iyd  pervadiiig» — at  least,  of  those  trained  by  iAteUigont  Fedi* 
<nl  fos^m.  In  the  Sofath»  it  may  iMve  been  otiierwte; 
ttoogh  neidy  aU  the  great  Sbutimms  of  <rar  coniitr^s  powr, 
days,  from  Gmge  Waahington  and  Thooaaa  Jefifenon  down 
toHanyCkf^tvmatkaattheoveticalttD^^ 
Ilia  tins  of  the  Revohrtion  ne'vw  iMuned  00  deepiy,  nor  ihooa 
10  vividly,  in  the  South  as  in  tlie  N'ortih,  it  is  natural  that 
they  sliould  there  have  sount-r  ]»een  stitled,  if  not  extinpTuished ; 
ypf  I  was  fifteen  years  old  when  tlie  avowal  of  pro-Slavery 
sentiments  hy  a  Northern  Repre.sentative  *  in  Congress  called 
forth  an  instant  and  indignant  rehiiko  from  several  eminent 
aativea  f  <u2d  ehampiona  of  the  South. 


*  Edward  Evprcrt  of  >fa^«arhu<M»tts. 

t  Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  of  North  Carolina  {removed  to  Kew  Tork); 


■ 

282  JtBCQLlECTIONS  OF  A  BUST  UFE. 


Thoogh  but  a  child  of  seven  to  tea  years,  I  was  an  om- 
mTOtooS  reader  throng]  tout  the  progress  of  the  great  Missouri 
fltrn^G^,  and  inteoaeljr  qrmpathized  with  the  Korth  in  her 
effort  to  prevent  the  admiaaion  of  MiaBoari  as  a  SlaTe  State. 
The  defeat  of  that  effort  showed  that  it  had  been  made  too. 
late, — that  the  North  should  have  insisted  on  the  exdnsion 
of  Slavery  from  at  least  her  share  of  Louisiana  immediatelj 
after  its  purchase  from  France,  or  when  it  came  to  be  organ- 
ized as  a  Tciritury  (or  Territories)  of  the  Union.  "  Jaot  as 
the  twig  is  bent  the  tree 's  incliniHl,"  is  an  axiom  of  the 
widest-  scope;  and  lettiiii:  Slavery  (or  any  other  evil)  creep 
into  a  vast  rep^ion,  aiul  there  (luiutly  establish  and  fortify 
itself,  while  that  i^egion  is  called  a  Territory,  intending  and 
e]qpecting  to  extrude  and  exclude  it  when  said  r^on  shall 
present  itself  for  recognition  and  admission  as  a  State,  is  a 
manifest  futility.  The  problem  involved  is  neatl7  set  focth 
in  the  hackneyed  old  Psrliamentsiy  epigram :  — 

*'  I  hear  a  lion  in  the  lobby  roar ; 
8*j,  Mr.  Bpoikw,  ahdl  wo  diiit  dw  door, 
And  keep  him  oat!  or  aludl  we  lei  htm  in. 
And  eee  if  wa  cut  toni  him  oat  agein  t " 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  purer,  nobler  days,  —  l)efore  he  became 
the  leader  and  oiucle  of  a  great  party  wliicli,  in  spit^  of  his 
unconceak'd  |tn -possessions,  gave  him  the  votes  fur  President 
of  nearly  all  liie  essentially  Slave  States,  and  thenceforth 
leaned  more  and  more  upon  the  Slave  Power  for  support^  so 
long  as  that  Power  had  a  substantial  existence^ — had  pro- 
posecly  and  nearly  carried,  in  the  Continental  Congress  of  1784^ 
the  absolute  exclusion  of  Slaveiy  from  all  the  temtoiy  then 
belonging  to«  or  likely  to  be  aoqniied  by,  the  old  Confedeia- 
tion.  The  BevolutionaEy  War  was  then  barely  ended ;  the 
British  troops  still  held  the  city  of  New  York;  and  the  aoci- 
dental  absence  of  a  member  £nmi  New  Jersey  probably  pre- 
vented the  adoption  at  that  time  of  a  policy  which  would 
liave  realized  the  h(Ji)es  of  our  Revolutionary  lieroes  and 
sages,  by  quietly,  gradually  tending  to  and  insuring  the 
peaceful,  bloodless  extirpation  of  Human  Bondage  from  our 
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oinuitiy.'  To  hav9  it^  as  Mr.  JeffezBcm  purposed  .and 

pmposed,  to  tl^e  existing  States  which  saw  fib  to  maintain  it, 
making  their  hoiutd»  a  limit  bejrond  which  it  oould  not  pass, 
would  noi  have  been  an  expeditions  nor  heoNiic,  bnt  wonld 
have  been  a  cheap,  quiet,  and  certain  mode  of  xiddiug  the 
oonntiy  of  its  most  gigantic  wrong  and  peril  But  Mr.  J effesp- 
flon  was  soon  sent  envoy  to  Fnuioe^  and  the  next  Congress 
ledoced  his  statesmanlike  programme  so  as  merely  to  exdlude 
Slavery  from  all  the  territory  then  possessed  by  the  Gonfed- 
eiatifm;  vi2.«  the  region  lying  between  the  Ohio  and  the 
MississippL  And  when  the  vast^  wild  ooontiy  then  known 
as  Louisiana  came  to  be  acquired  &om  I^anoe,  though  lew 
years  had  passed,  and  Mr.  JefTeison  was  then  at  the  senith  of 
his  power,  no  potent  voice  was  raised  in  &vor  of  consecrating 
at  least  its  still  virgin  soil,  or  even  the  Korthem  half  of  it,  to 
Tne  labor  forever.  There  is  a  sad  pathos  in  the  simple  Scrip- 
tural narration,  Anotiier  king  arose,  who  knew  not  Joseph" ; 
but  in  tiiese  fiister  ages  we  do  not  need  to  await  the  tiansfoN* 
mation  wrought  by  dea& ;  our  kings  foiget,  not  merely  thdr 
Josephs,  but  whatever  was  best  and  noblest  of  themselves. 

Mr.  Jefferson  having  thus,  in  1784  proposed,  and  all  but 
carried,  the  exclusion  of  Slavery  absolutely  and  forever  ham. 
all  the  tenitoiy  contained  within  our  National  Boundaries^ 
and  not  yet  embraced  within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  thirteen 
States,  though  much  of  it  was  still  the  especial  property  of 
North  Oaioliiia  and  Georgia,  both  Slave  States ;  Congress,  in 
1787,  unanimously  adopted  Mr.  Jefierson's  prohibition,  but 
confined  its  application  to  such  territory  as  had  already  been 
ceded  to,  and  was  then  posBessed  by,  the  Confederation.  The 
next  Congress  was  chosen  and  met  under  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution; and  tliis,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  ratified  and 
ooofirmed  the  prohibition,  as  already  made;  but  the  Territories, 
soon  thereafter  cut  olf  from  Nortli  Carolina  and  Georgia^  to 
be  ultimately  moulded  into  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
and  Mississippi,  were  expressly  shielded,  in  the  acts  or  ordi- 
nances whereby  they  were  ,ceded,  from  the  operation  of  the 
anti-Slaveiy  proviso  of  17S7,  and  thus  fastened  to  the  car  of 
Bondage. 
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ibid  thenoeftith  no  nenr  NctticHMl  eflbrt  wbm  x&ade  in  Hie. 

i%ht  dneetioii  imtQ  the  Minoaxi  struggle,  which  xwalted  in 

our  de^t  on  the  main  point,  through  the  medium  of  a  Com- 
promise ;  the,  make-weight  being  a  stipulation  that  Slavery 
should  thenceforth  be  excluded  from  all  United  States  terri- 
toiy  north  nf  the  line  of  30''  30'  nortli  latitude,  —  that  is,  tho 
80uth(;rn  ixnmdary  of  Miss^juri.  lii  other  words,  it  was  agreed 
and  stipulated  that — Missouri  being  admitted  aa  a  Slave 
State  —  all  our  remaining  ten  itory,  and  consequently  all  our 
States  still  in  embxjo,  north  of  the  80ii[tham  boanduy  of  that 
Statosi  fh*^'M  be  evenufln  tsM» 


*'Aftetaat(mncoaie»a<M]m.'^  From  1821  to  1885.  or  fkon 
srf  tenth  to  my  twenty-feufth  year,  the  Northem  peo^— 
busy,  usually  pTOsperons,  and  pretty  steadily  increasing  in 

numbers,  wealth,  and  power — very  generally  ignored  the  sub- 
ject of  Slavery.  The  convictions  of  that  portion  of  them  who 
may  l>e  said  to  have  had  any  were  not  materially  clianged; 
but  what  use  in  pamding  a  convir'tion  which  can  have  no 
other  efiiect  than  that  of  annoying  yuur  proud  and  powerful 
neighbor?  True,  Benjamin  Lundy  had  already  bt^un  tha 
agitation  for  Slaverj^s  overtlirow,  which  William  Lloyd  Gar- 
rison and  otheia,  during  thi&  period^  oontinned  and  methodized  ; 
Irat  the  handM  of  prodauned,  aggiesaive  AbolitioniatB  wen 
as  osie  to  a  thousand,  even  at  the  Noftli;  while  none  were 
tolerated  at  the  Sonth.  And,  in  ftust^  whatever  of  impenity 
they  enjoyed  thioughoat  the  gMter  portion  of  the  North  waa 
accorded  them  rather  through  contempt  for  thdr  insignificaitoe 
than  willingness  to  let  them  be  heard.  H  ad  it  been  imagined 
that  the  permanence  of  Slavery  was  endangered  by  their 
efforts,  they  would  si  arcidy  liave  escaped  with  their  lives  from 
any  city  or  considerable  village  wherein  they  attempted  to 
hold  forth  :  even  as  it  was,  hootings,  bowlings,  blackguard 
levilings,  rotten  eggs,  stoned  windows,  &c.,  &c.,  were  among 
t^e  milder  demonstrations  of  lepagnance  to  whioh  they  were 
habitually  salgected. 
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And,  while  I  could  not  withhold  from  these  agitators  a  cei^ 
tain  measure  of  sympathy  for  thoir  great  and  good  object,  I 
was  uttefly  tmablc  to  see  how  their  efibrts  tcrxbHl  to  the 
achieveimmt  of  their  end.  Crrant4?d  (most  heartiiyj  tliat 
Slaveiy  onglit  to  be  abolishpfi  how  was  that  consnmmatioii  to 
be  efh'cted  by  societies  and  meetings  of  men,  women,  and 
chihh-en,  who  owned  no  slaves,  and  had  no  sort  of  control 
over,  or  even  intimncY  with,  those  who  did  ? 

Suppose  the  p(^o|)le  of  Vermont  all  converted  to  Abolition, 
how  was  fhot  to  bring  about  the  ovcrtlirow  of  Slavery  in 
Georgia  I  could  not  say  nor  see ;  and  tiiereiVire  I  was  never 
a  member  of  any  (bstinctively  Abolition  society,  and  very 
rarely  found  time  to  attend  an  Abolition  meeting.  Conserva- 
tive by  instinct,  In-  tm'btion,  and  disincliiicd  to  reject  or  leave 
undone  the  j)i'actical  good  within  reach,  while  straining  after 
the  ideal  good  that  was  clearly  unattainable,  I  clung  fondly 
to  the  Whig  party,  and  deprecated  the  Abolition  or  Tliinl 
Party  movement  in  politics,  as  calculated  fatally  to  wc-aken 
the  only  great  National  organisation  which  was  likely  to  op- 
pose an  effective  resistance  to  the  persistent  exactions  and 
aggressions  of  the  Slave  I'ower.  Hence,  I  for  years  regarded 
with  complacency  the  Columzation  movement,  as  looking  to 
the  establishment  of  a  n\spectablo,  if  not  formidable,  Christian 
republic  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  and  vaguely  hoped 
that  a  day  might  ultimately  dawn,  wherein  the  rudely  trans- 
planted children  of  Africa  might  either  be  restored  to  lier  soil, 
or  established,  under  a  government  and  tiag  of  their  o^v  u,  m 
some  tropical  region  of  our  own  continent. 

Two  evonts,  of  nearly  simidtaneous  occurrence,  materially 
modified  these  preconceptions.  One  was  the  irruption  of 
oertein  Western  filibnatereis,  of  whom  Sam  Houston  may  be 
regarded  as  the  leader  and  type,  into  tiie  Mexican  province 
of  Tezae,  iindar  the  pretence  of  c6loiil»lii)ii  iaid  aMaamt, 
but  with  deUhetale  intent  to  wiert  that  provinoe,  nnder  the 
pntence  of  a  xevolntion,  ftom  ile  rightfcQ  ownen,  and  then 
annex  it  to  the  United  Staitee ;  thns  expanding  the  area  and 
enhancing  the  power  of  American  SOaveij, — a  programme 
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which  was  thoroughlj  realiaed  in  the  eomae  of  tea  or  tweWe 

years. 

It  is  easy  to  sever  the  iiets  of  this  diauia  so  as  to  i^Miore 
their  continuity  and  iiitoixlependence  ;  but  I,  who  read  the 
exult  anticipations  of  the  end  from  tlie  l>et;iiiiiiiig,  having 
110  motive  for  sclt"-d«dusion,  never  atfected  it.  In  my  ^new, 
the  wliole  business  was  one  uf  gigantic  spohation,  —  of  naked 
villany,  —  and  its  "  being's  end  and  aim  "  wem  the  agg;zandise- 
nient  of  the  Shive  Power. 

The  coordinate  event  wee  the  martyrdom  of  £l^ah  P. 
Lofvejoy, — a  yonng  CoQgregational  minister,  sent  oat  from 
Maine  to  St  Ixmis  as  an  evangelist  in  1832,  and  soon  im- 
pelled to  start  in  that  city  an  Orthodox  Protestant  newspaper, 
wherein  Slaveiy,  like  Intemperance  and  other  social  evils, 
was  treated  as  an  impediment  to  the  spread  and  sway  of  vital 
godliness.  Perhaps  his  aggressive  Protestantism  had  some 
influence  in  arousing  the  resolute,  menacing  oppo^^ition  w  hieh 
at  length  destroyed  his  establishment,  and  drove  him  from 
the  city  and  the  Stat«.*  At  nil  events,  Mr.  Lovejoy  was 
urged,  and  in  effect  compelled,  to  remove  his  establishment  to 
Alton,  Illinois ;  where  he  fondly  trusted  a  religious  journal 
would  he  tolerated,  even  thoogh  it  should  occasionally  expose 
and  reprobate  the  iniquities  necessarily  inherent  in  or  flowing 
from  man-selling  and  man-owning. 

Vain  hope !  there  is,  there  can  he,  no  Wiee  State  in  a  nation 
which  allows  its  people  to  be  bought  and  sold,  held  and 
treated,  like  catUe.  Soon,  Mr.  Lovejoy  was  ordered  to  "  move 
on** ;  and,  failing  to  do  so,  his  press  was  a  second  time  de- 
stroyed by  a  mob.  A;4iiiri  he  resolved  to  renew  and  re  tit  Ids 
establishment ;  and  was  proceeding  to  do  so,  w  hen,  surrounded 
by  i\  few  friends,  he  stocjd  to  arras  for  the  defence  of  his 
pro]ierty  and  his  rif?ht  of  utterance,  at  the  wareliouse  wln  ie 
his  third  press  had  just  been  landed  from  (  'inrinn.it  i,  and  was 
shot  deadf  by  one  of  the  pro-Slaveiy  rullians,  who  thus  attest- 
ed tlieir  devotion  to  the  Union  and  to  "  Southern  Highta." 
And  no  logal  justice  was  ever  meted  out  to  his  muideErer%  — 
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no  restitution  made  to  liis  bereaved  family  for  his  press  and 
type,  which  constituted  "tlie  sjmils  of  victory."  Tie  liad 
dared,  as  a  ('liristian  minister,  to  ai^e  the  incompatibility 
of  Slavery  ^vith  the  Golden  Eule;  and  the  mob  had  dealt 
him  therefor  what  the  messages  of  President  Jackson,  of  GKnr- 
emor  ^larcy,  &c.,       set  forth  as  his  substantial  deserts. 

If  1  hadeyer  been  one  of  those  who  sneering^y  asked,*' What 
ham  we  of  the  Korth  to  do  with  Sbveiy  ?"  the  mnider  of 
Io?ejoy  would  have  supplied  me  with  a  oonelusiTe  answer.  A 
tfaoosBiid  flagrant  outrages  had  been,  and  weie,  oommittod  upon 
the  peraons  and  property  of  men  and  women  guilty  of  no 
crime  bnt  that  of  publicly  condemniru]^  Slavery;  but  tlnjse 
were  usually  the  work  of  irresponsiMc  mobs,  acting;  under 
some  sort  of  excitement;  but  Lovejny  was  d<»li!K'i'atoly,  sys- 
temntirally,  liuMted  to  his  death,  simply  Injcause  lie  would 
not,  in  a  uonitnally  Free  State,  cease  to  bear  testimony  as  a 
Christian  minister  and  journalist  to  the  essential  iniquity  of 
slavehdding.  It  was  thenceforth  plain  to  mj  apprchension» 
that  ^ven'  nnd  true  Freedom  ooold  not  cocdst  on  the  ^  Mnf> 
aofl.  And  this  oonviction  was  deepened  and  strengthened  bj 
the  pw^gress  and  issue  of  the  struggle  which  resulted  in  tlM 
Amexation  of  Texas  and  the  consequent  War  upon  Mexica 

That  Slayery,  having  thus  extended  her  power  in  and  OYor 
the  Union,  should  not  reap  a  further  advantage,  through  the 
extension  of  her  sway  over  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the 
territory  beyond  Texas,  most  unrighteously  wresteil  from 
Me  xico,  was  my  eaTTiest  n*.sohition.  To  l»reak  the  daiiL^erous 
L'lld  which  the  Slave  PuWier  had  alivady  ^jaiucd  iu  New 
M-xico,  thruu;^h  the  preposU'rnusly  impiKleiit.  hut  not  there- 
fore impotent,  claim  of  Texas  to  the  ownership  of  that 
countr^^  through  the  committal  of  the  Democratic  party,  if 
not  of  1^  Federal  Government  also,  to  the  support  of  that 
^^^im,  through  the  advance  of  General  Taylor,  by  President 
PoU['s  exfBten  cvdeES^  to  the  Bio  Grande,  near  Matamoius, 
ind  the  consequent  outbreak  of  aotoal  hostilities,  was  the 
cndiiial  point  which  I  kept  steadily  in  view  while  in  Oon- 
gress,  and  which  moved  me  to  give  a  qualified  support  to 
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eootemplttted  the  admisaioii  of  Gf^ifonua  fui4  tjhe.organiiaalao^ 
nf  llie  remaining  acqukitioiis  fkom  MjO^diKi. 

This  i^eneral  survey  has  seemed  essential  to  a  clear  oonii- 
prehension  of  the  circiiiiistances  under  which  ^  new  and  more 
pervuduig  excitement  was  aroiLsed  at  the  North  by  the  shape 
ultimately  given  by  Senator  Douglas  to  his  bill  for  the  organ- 
ization of  the  new  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Nrhraska,  — an 
excitement  which  recast  the  gieat  psolitiSy  «uid  g|kv«  a  new 
-iiihAse  to  our  KatUNMl  08ie6f 


In  poliftioe>.a8  in  ludiiixe,  gnat  evenlB  maj  seem  to  iMilli 
from  inadequate  caiisee,  beoaoee  a  long  aerieB  of  pKo&oatiqg 
catiM  are  unnoted  or  igncsed.   The  Ndith  gave  a  nu^jontjr 

of  its  Electoral  votes  to  Polk,  against  Clay,  not  because  of 
tlie  Texas  issue,  but  in  spite  of  it.  The  more  iutijlligent, 
considerate,  conscientious  iJemocrats  did  not  approve  of  the 
proposed  Annexation  of  Texas  under  exisiuig  circimistunces ; 
but  they  were  too  intent  on  beating  ^Ir.  Clay  to  give  muck 
thought  or  weight  to  the  Texas  issue ;  and,  beside,  they  were 
able  to  convince  themselves  that  thaie  was  little  difference 
es  to  Texas  between  Polk  and  Clay.  But,  the  struggle  beiiig 
inect  and  iheir  anoient  grudge  satisfied,  the  celerity  where* ' 
-with  AnnesEfttion  effeoted  —the  eleetion  of  Folk 
.tamnpbantly  quoted  as  justifying  sod  even  lequiiiiig  it-^ 
made  a  deep  imprussion  on  their  minda  Thegr  coiild  not  now 
efBsctuelly^  bveaet  the  sweeping  onnent;  but  they  saw.  De- 
flected, and  quietly  bided  their  time.  In  the  Bemooratb 
triumph  of  1844  was  the  genu  ui  iuluiti  i>cmociutic  disasLei^ 
and  huuiiiiations. 


• 
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THE  Presidential  contest  of  1852  had  witnessed  —  if  I 
should  nut  rather  say  Mtt(\sted  —  the  practical  dissolution 
of  the  Whig  party,  —  dissolved  not  by  popular  aversion  to  its 
pnnciple?  or  its  leaders,  hut  bv  the  ever-increasiiiix  and  ulti- 
mately alisorhing  iuiportance  acipiirod  hy  qnef?tinns  to  which 
those  principles  bore  no  direct  relati<^n.  A  majority  of  the 
voters  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Ohio,  of  Maryland,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Kentucky,  and  several  other  States,  still  agieed  with  the 
Whigs  in  fitvonng  Ph)tection  to  Home  Indnstfy;  Kational 
Inteiiuil  ImprovenieatB,  Ac,  Ac ;  bat  other  qaestionB  had  as- 
nmed  greater  profmineQce  or  immineiice  in  the  minds  of  manj 
of  fhem;  and  these,  by  dividing  and  dietiacting  those  who  had 
been  "Whigs,  had  not  merely  overthrown  the  former  Whig 
iieendency,  but  precluded  all  rational  hope  of  its  reiisteblish- 
ment.  The  vcter.ms  wlio  had  fouijjlit  their  best  campaigns 
under  the  lead  of  C'liiy,  Harrison,  or  Webster,  might  not  re- 
alize tliijj,  —  mig]it  pci-sist  in  lioldiiuj  conventions,  framing 
pkuorms,  T!ominatin;j^  canrHdatcs,  anci  even  aclnVrinrr  loc;d 
successes ;  but  the  young,  the  ambitious,  the  unprejudiced, 
had  already  perceived  by  instinct  tliat  the  party  which  tri- 
umphed in  1840  and  in  1848  —  which  was  barrly.  even  if 
&iriy,  oatnmnbered  in  1844 —  was  so 'paralysed  by  divisions 
tod  defectioiis  fomided  on  new  or  alien  issnes,  that  it  could  , 
iHodly  be  expected  ever  to  cany  the  oomitry  again.  And  its 
^rirtoal  dissolation  left  the  ground  open  and  inviting  for  new 
eomhinatioiis  and  developmenta. 
The  fcart  of  ttoe  in  the  order  of  time  was  the  **  Amerioanj'* 
It 
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fiuniliady  chamcterued  as  1^  ''Know-Notbing,"  mofvemeiit 
It  had  its  origin  in  this  dly ;  where  a  similar,  bat  less  vigorous, 
less  formidable,  organization  had  been  effected  in  1843  -  44, 
as  also  at  an  earlier  da}".  It  now  assumed  the  sliapc  of  a  se- 
cret Order,  hostile  in  [>rofession  to  foreign  dunmiation,  and  in 
effect  to  the  natnralizution  ol"  inmiig^rants  until  after  a  resi- 
dence in  this  country  of  twenty-one  years,  and  more  esjteciullv 
to  Itomau  Catholic  influence  and  ascendency.  Hitherto,  this 
movement  bad  been  confined  to  a  few  of  our  great  cities  and 
their  vicinage,  and  had,  after  a  brief  career,  aabaided;  bat  now 
it  pervaded  most  of  our  States,  achieving  temponuy  tdnatpbs 
in  Kentocl^,  Maiyknd,  and  Belawaiek  and  atondy  balding 
for  aaoendenpy  even  in  Viiginia^  as  in  neaily  enaj  Bulm 
State;  and  lor  a  brief  season  it  seemed  destined  to  sweep  all 
before  it^  and  remodel  our  institutions  into  oonlSoimitf  wttb 
its  ideaa  But  its  a])i)aient  strength  was  largely  factitious, — 
men  of  divei*se  parties,  of  radically  ineonipatihle  views  and 
purposed,  usiui^  it.s  Uiachinery  to  furtlier  their  se\  eral  ends, 
and  discarding  it  whenever  such  use  \ms  preclude<l  or  defeated 
The  fact  tliat  almost  oxery  *'  Kuow-Xothinj^ "  was  at  he.irt  a 
Whig  (^r  a  Democrat,  a  champion  or  an  opponent  of  Shivery, 
and  felt  a  stronger,  deeper  interest  in  other  issues  than  in 
those  which  affiliated  him  with  the  **  Order,"  rendered  its  di«9- 
mption  and  abandonment  a  qnestion,  not  of  yean,  but  of 
months.  It  claimed  to  have  carried  the  L^gklatme  of  our 
State  in  1854;  but  that  Legidatoze  reelected  to  the  Senale 
William  EL  Sewaid,  who  bad  no  sympathy  witli  anj  of  ite 
purposes ;  it  aotoallj  cbose  the  State  oflfioers  elected  in  oar 
State  in  1855,  though  it  polled  lees  than  three  eighths  of  tbs 
entire  ^•ote,  —  niniiin«,'  its  candidates  in  between  those  of  the 
two  adverse  parties  ;  l)ut  its  attempt  to  choose  a  l^resident  in 
1856  resulted  in  disastrous  rout;  the  only  State  carried  by  iL 
being  Maryland,  thon^^h  Millard  Fillmore  was  its  candidate 
for  President,  with  Andrew  J.  Donel&ou,  the  nephew  and  heir 
of  General  Jackson,  for  Vice-President  Thenceforth,  it  dwin- 
dled rapidly,  until  its  members  had  been  fully  absorbed  into  one 
4ir  tbe  other  cf  tbfi  great  rival  parties  some  fbnr  yma  ttoeafte^ 
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Tlie  simulUuieoiLs  —  in  fcict,  concurrent  at  the  outset,  but 
wklely  divergent  —  niovenieiit  wliich  Iuls  since  so  .deeply  in- 
fluenced our  national  career  had  its  origin  in  the  attempt  to 
ory;anize  the  territories  lymg  directly  west  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  and  Iowa,  under  the  name  of  Nebraska.  The  lead- 
ing facts  in  the  premises  are  so  widely  known,  and  have  been 
80  tlioruughly  discussed,  that  I  may  pass  over  them  hurriedly ; 
yet  they  excited  so  powoiM  an  influence  over  my  own  sabee- 
<^ueQt  ooime  tliat  I  omnoi  wliolly  ignm  them. 

Staphen  Amold  Douglas,  a  Yemonter  by  birUi,  bad  made 
V  BliBois  IS»  hm»;  and,  though  his  education  was  limited^  and 
hia  mieana  modeiate,  aspired  to  fortune  and  power  aa  a  lawyer 
and  politician.  A  Demoeratie  candidate  for  Cangreaa  in  1838, 
in  a  diatriet  which  included  the  northern  two  thirds  of  the 
ana  of  the  State,  and  now  contains  at  least  1,500,000  inhabit 
tantfl^  he  was  beaten  68  Yotes  by  his  Whig  oompetitor  in  a 
pdl  of  86,742,  though  the  Bemodatic  QoYetom  had  therein 
a  decided  majority.  But  Mr.  Boug^  evinced  in  the  canTaas 
qualities  that  endeared  him  to  his  party,  by  whioh  he  was 
soon  made  a  judge,  in  a  few  yeais  chosen  a  Bepiesontative  in 
Gcqgress,  and  in  due  coune  transferred  to  the  Senate,  where 
he  was  placed  on  the  CSommittee  on  Territories,  and  in  time 
became  ita  Chairman.  As  such,  he  had  already  (at  the  short 
session  of  1852-53)  introduced  a Inll  to  organise  ibe  Territory 
of  Neli>aak%  which  Senator  Atchison,  of  western  Missouri, 
had  opposed  and  obstructed,—*  notoriously  in  the  interest  ol 
Slavery,^the  territoiry  in  question  having  been  expressly, 
undeniably,  consecrated  to  Erae  labor  by  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise of  1820. 

At  the  next  long  session  of  1853  -  54^  Mr.  Douglas  rein- 
troduced his  bill  to  organize  the  territory  in  question ;  and* 
now  for  the  fimt  time  did  he  seek  to  de{<rpcate  the  hostility 
e>inced  throuL;}i  Mr.  Atchison  by  an  intimation  that  the 
Compromise  of  1850  had  8U]K'rseded  and  annulled  the  inter- 
diet  of  1820.  Hereupon,  Mr.  Dixon,  of  Kentucky,  inter- 
poeed  a  direct  proposition  that  the  interdict  be  repealed  and 
canoaDed.  Mr.  Douglas  did  not  at  once  acquiesce;,  and  The 
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Union  (the  Demociatic  oigaii  at  Washington)  pointedlj  da- 
noanced  the  Dixon  amendment ;  bat  Mr.  Don^^  after  aome 
heaitafeion,  accepted  it  in  principle,  and  interpolated  it  into 
his  bill,  in  tenna  which  dedared  ''the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing "  thereof  to  be  neither  to  legislate  Slaveiy  into  the  ter- 
ritory in  question,  nor  to  exclude  it  thepefrom,"  but  to  leave 
the  j)COple  thereof  perfectly  free  to  e.^tabhsh  or  exchide  "  the 
peculiar  institution,"  as  to  them  slioiild  seem  advisable.  And 
President  Tierce,  thou_i:;h  he  at  hiist  resisted  and  j)rote3ti}d, 
was  ultimately  induced  to  sustain  this  prijpDsition,  and  to 
give  a  written  pledge  (as  I  am  well  assured)  that  he  would 
do  80  to  the  (mhI 

Soon  after  the  bUl  had  taken  this  shape,  and  while  the 
North  was  beginning  to  be  aroTised  to  resist  it,  I  was  tiaveia- 
ing  Ohio;  and,  visiting  either  Newark  or  Lancaster,  I  was 
there  introduced  to  Hon.  William  Stanbeny,  who,  yeata  before, 
had  been  an  eminent  lepresentatiYe  in  Congress^  but  was  now 
old  and  retired  firom  public  life.  "What  do  yon  think  of 
this  Nebraska  bill  ? "  he  eagerly  inquired.  *  I  think  it  bound 
to  pass,"  was  my  response.  "Ah!  I  see  you  dou'l  under- 
stand it,"  he  confidently  rejoined:  "Frank  Pierce  has  had 
this  project  introduced,  in  order  that  he  may  veto  it ;  and 
then  nothing  can  prevent  his  reelection."  I  nii<;ht  have 
assured  'Sir.  Stanberry  that  a  Democratic  Pi-esident  who 
ahould  lead  his  party  into  such  a  quagmire  for  his  own  per- 
sonal advantai^e  would  not  be  long  for  this  world;  bnt  he 
was  much  older  than  I,  and  I  left  him  firm  in  his  original 
&ith. 

I  do  not  propose  to  trace  here  the  histoxy  of  the  Nebtaska 
biU,  which  was  at  length  so  modified  by  its  author  as  to  pro- 
vide for  two  distinct  Territories, — that  lying  directly  west- 
ward of  Missouri  being  designated  Kansas,  while  the  residue 

of  that  originally  contemplated  became  Xfhraska.  In  tliis 
shape,  it  passed  the  Senate  by  oo  Yeas  t(j  lo  Nays,  and  the 
House  by  113  Yeas  to  lOi)  Xays,  —  nitm  of  the  latter  from 
Sla\  e  States.  And  thereupon  commenced  a  practical  strug- 
gle between  Freedom  and  iSiaveiy  for  the  possession  of  Kan- 
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888,  which  huitod  down  to  her  final  admission  as  a  Ene  States 
after  the  Southern  representatives  had  abandoned  their  seats 
in  Congress,  in  obedience  to.  their  States'  respective  Oidi- 
nances  of  Secession. 

As  I  gave,  from  fiist  to  last^  whatever  of  strength  I  pos- 
sessed, and  of  effort  that  I  was  capable  of  makiDg,  to  the 
work  of  aroosing  the  people  of  the  Free  States  to  resist  and 
baffle,  step  by  step,  the  attempt  to  open  to  Slavery  the  region 
already  solemnly  pkdged  to  Free  Labor,  I  desire  briefly  to 
set  ibrth  the  gronnds  of  that  resistance  whereon  conservative 
Unionism  and  radical  Anti-SIaveiy  seemed  to  meet  and 
cmndda 

Slavery,  as  a  local  institntion,  was  piimanly  the  business 
of  the  States  which  saw  fit  to  uphold  it.  We  of  the  North, 
under  our  Federal  Constitution  as  it  then  stood,  had  the  same 
right  to  deprecate  and  oppose  it  that  we  had  to  oppose  drunk- 
enness in  Canada,  or  polygamy  in  Turkey,  —  no  less,  no  more. 
Only  when  it  transcended  the  limite  of  those  States,  and 
challenged  &vor  and  support  as  a  matter  of  National  or  gen- 
eral concern,  did  it  (in  our  view)  expose  itself  to  oujf  political 
antagonism.  Only  when  it  sought  to  involve  us  in  a  com- 
mon effort,  a  common  responsibility,  with  its  upholders  and 
cliampions,  did  it  force  us  into  an  attitude  of  active,  deter- 
mined antagonism.  This  view  had  been  succinctly  and  for- 
cibly set  forth,  with  iniiiKnliate  reference  to  Texas,  so  early  as 
February,  1838,  by  Daniel  Wel>ster,  in  a  speech  at  Niblo's 
Garden,  New  York,  and  was  held  (I  presume)  by  a  lai^  ma- 
jority of  those  citizens  of  the  Free  States  who  supposed  tliat 
conscience  and  mondity  have  any  business  in  the  sphere  of 
politics. 

Yet  the  rulers  of  opinion  at  the  South  seemed  never  to 
comprehend,  nor  even  to  consider  it.  In  their  view,  wli never 
evinced  repugnance  to  Slavery  anwhei^,  under  any  eircuiii- 
stances,  ■Wius  an  Abolitionist,  raid  an  enemy  of  tlieir  section, 
—  a  wanton  aggi-ussor  u])on  their  riglits.  AVliat  they  in  etfect 
requir<Hl  of  us,  and  wiiat  those  whom  they  heeded  and 
trusted  at  the  North  accorded  them,  was  partnership  in  the 
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extanmoii  and  foitificatioii  of  Skveiy  and  tlie  Slave  Power. 
*!&iie^  we  hold  and  work  the  abves,'*  they  ^irttially  said; 
''hut  aa  BKQch  for  your  proUt  as  for  our  own.  You  huy  onr 
orop8>  and  sell  vs  whatever  we  need  or  fancy  in  letam.  Yon 

own  the  vessels  that  feteh  ami  carry  for  us ;  you  supply  otir 
fabrics,  and  make  a  part  of  them:  help  us  to  difite  our  in- 
stitution over  more  territory,  and  we  will  grow  more  cotton 
and  buy  more  goods^  to  your  attisfaction  and  profit :  Why 
aot?"  The  answer  given  to  this  question  by  her  Narthm 
fectors,  servitors,  political  allies^  the  South  heard  and  xejoioed 
in:  the  very  different  response  made  by  the  conscienoe  of 
tlie  North,  she  did  not,  because  she  would  not^  hear  and  com- 
prehend. 

The  passage  of  the  Nebraska  Bill  was  a  death-blow  to 
Northern  quietism  and  complacency,  mistakingly  deeming 
tliemselves  conservatisnL  To  all  wlio  had  fondly  dreamed  or 
blindly  hoped  that  the  Slaver}'  question  wmiM  somehow  set- 
tle itself,  it  tried,  "Sleep  no  more!"  in  thunder-tones  that 
would  not  tlie  unheeded.  Concession  and  complacency  were 
plainly  (l(*onird  to  .sii])serve  none  otlicr  than  the  most  tran- 
.sient  purjKiscs.  Every  new  surrender  on  the  part  of  the 
Noitli  was  seen  to  pi*uvoke  a  new  exaction  in  the  name  of  the 
South.  Louisiana,  Missouri,  Te.xa.s,  Kansas,  —  the  niore  that 
was  conceded,  the  more  was  still  required*  in  the  ascent 
of  a  mountain, 

•*  Bini  peep  «nr  hlDi,  ud  Alp*  «i  Alpi  «iiM,*' 

SO  a  loDg  Tisfca  of  ftituie  ezactioiis  and  conoesaioiis  waa 
opened  hy  this  latest  and  fuUest  triumph  of  sggicsaive  Slav- 
ety.  Systematic,  determined  resistanoe  was  now  leocgnxiad 
as  impeiatiYe  duty.  That  resistanoe  could  only  he  rendered 
effective  through  a  distinct,  compact  political  otganisataoit 
That  organization  was  therefore  resolved  on,  spontaneously 
and  simultaneously,  hy  a  million  Northern  firesides.  It  was 
earliest  effected  in  the  West,  hut  Imd  per\'aded  nearly  every 
Eree  State  before  the  close  of  1854,  and  liad  n  imed  almost 
everywhere  a  oommon  destgnation, — that  of  the  BepnUioan 
party. 
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I SHOULD  have  been  a  fanner.  All  my  riper  tastes  in- 
cline to  that  blessed  calling  whereby  the  hamaa  ftmUj 
and  its  humbler  auxiliaries  are  fed.  Its  quiets  its  s^r^tioai 
irom  strife,  and  brawls,  and  heated  rivalries,  attnujt  and  de« 
light  me.  I  hate  to  earn  my  bread  in  any  calling  which 
oomplicatea  my  prosperity  in  some  sort  with  others*  advenily, 
— zny  success  irith  others'  defeat  The  fannet^s  floors  nu^ 
gvoan  with  the  weif^t  of  his  orope,  yet  no  one  else  deems 
himself  the  poorer  therefor.  He  may  grow  a  hundred  l^n  h 
els  of  oom  or  forty  cxf  wheat  to  every  aiaUe  acre,  mthoufc 
azoofling  jealousy  or  inciting  to  detraction. 

I  am  oontent  with  my  lot,  and  giateful  for  the  generosilj 
wherewith  my  labors  have  been  rewarded;  and  yet  I  say 
t^t,  were  T  now  to  begin  my  life  anew,  I  would  choose  to 
earn  my  bread  by  cultivating  the  soil.  Blessed  is  ]«>  whc^ 
day's  exertion  ends  with  the  evening  twilight,  and  wlio  can 
sleep  unbrokenly  and  without  anxiety  till  the  dawn  awakes 
him,  witli  ♦'nfr'/i»'S  renewed  and  senses  Lrightened,  to  fresh 
acti\ity  and  that  fulness  of  health  and  vi^ror  whicli  are 
vouchsafed  to  those  only  who  spend  most  of  their  waking 
hours  in  tlie  free,  purs  air  and  leaovatiDg  sunshine  of  the 
open  country. 

1  would  have  been  a  farmer,  had  any  science  of  farming 
been  known  to  those  among  wliom  my  earlier  boyhood  was 
pissed.  We  Xew-Knglaiidcrs  supposed  ourselves,  even  tlien, 
an  educated,  intelligent  ].>eople,  and,  relatively  considered, 
were  so :  there  was  no  person  among  us,  over  twelve  years 
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old,  who  liad  not  eigoyed  the  pirnkges  of  commoii  scIioqIb^ 
and  leained  therem  to  read,  write,  and  cipher;  we  all  lead 
hoolor  and  ne^RRSpapen,  and  Jiead  nearly  all  of  hoth  that  were 
to  be  found  in  our  neighlxnhood ;  yet  I  cannot  remember 
that  I  had  ever  seen  a  periodical  devoted  to  fiinning,  up  to 
the  day  wherein,  in  my  sixteenth  year,  I  abandoned  the  farm 
fur  the  j)rintcrv.  A  book  treating  of  *lgriculture,  or  s^x  khi^ 
to  set  foith  the  ratiomdc  of  its  processes,  the  natural  laws  on 
which  they  are  based,  I  certainly  had  not  seen.  Nay,  more : 
(luriiif:  the  ten  or  twelve  years  in  which  I  attenrhxl  school, 
more  or  less,  I  never  saw  a  treatise  on  Chemistry,  Geology, 
or  Botany,  in  a  school  -room.  I  hardly  sftw  one  anywhcse* 
Tliat  true  Agriculture  ia  a  giand,  ennobling  science,  baaed  on 
•  other  sciences,  and  its  pursuit  a  hberal,  elevatiiig  professioD, 
was  net  even  hinted,  much  leas  inculcated,  in  any  essay,  speech, 
or  seimon,  any  book,  pamphlet,  or  periodical,  so  for  as  I  then 
knew.  Pannmg,  as  nndentood  and  piactised  by  those 
amoqg  whom  I  grew  up,  was  a  work  for  oxen;  and  for  na 
the  life  of  an  ox  had  no  channs.  Moat  of  those  I  knew 
seemed  to  till  the  earth  mainly  because  they  could  not  help 
it;  and  I  felt  that  I  could  help  it.  So  I  shook  from  my  Vni> 
gans  the  dust  of  the  poLtitu-patch,  and  stejiped  out  in  (|uest 
of  employment  Letter  suited  to  an  intelligent,  muml  beini^. 

It  was  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  this  before  I  felt  able 
to  buy  oj"  make  the  farm  whereon  to  abide  the  coming  of 
decay  and  death.  I  had  been  some  twenty  years  a  resident 
of  the  city,  and  fifteen  the  head  of  a  household.  Six  children 
had  been  bom  to  me,  and  fbur  of  them  had  died, — as  I  am 
confident  some  of  them  would  not  so  prematurely  have  don^ 
had  they  been  bom  and  reared  in  the  countiy. 

I  had  earned  and  bought  a  small  but  sattslSBustoiy  hooae  in 
l^e  yery  heart  of  the  city ;  but  who,  if  he  has  any  choioe^ 
prefers  to  grow  old  and  die  at  Na  239,  unknown  to,  and  tin- 
cared  for  l>y,  the  denizens  of  Nos.  237  and  241  I  For  my 
family's  sake,  if  not  for  my  own,  a  country  home  was  re- 
quired  :  so  I  looked  al)out  and  found  one. 

The  choice  was  substantially  directed  by  my  wife,  who 
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aud  the  insisted  on  but  three  requisites,^!.  A  peerless  spEU^ 
of  pi]ve»  aofl^  living  water ;  2.  A  caacade  or  brawling  brook ; 
3l  Woods  lugelj  composed  of  ereigreens.  Tbeee  may'seem 
la^t  mattesB ;  yet  I  was  some  time  in  finding  them  grouped 
on  the  same  small  plat,  within  xeaaonable  distance  from  tho 
dtf. 

I  did  find  them,  however;  and  those  who  object  to  my 
taite  in  choosing  for  my  home  a  rocky,  wooded  hillside, 
slopinir  to  the  north  of  west,  wuii  a  bog  at  its  foot,  cannot 
judge  me  ikirly,  imlpAg  they  consider  the  above  require- 
ments. 

My  land  was  previously  the  niiru'ed,  mainly  wooded,  out- 
akirt  of  two  adjacent  Smm,  whereof  my  babbling  brook 
formed  the  boundary. 

Nine  miles  above  White  Plains,  and  thirty-five  K.  N.  £.  of 
our  City  Ua]l»  the  Harlem  Bailroad,  when  nearly  abreast  of 
tlie  Tillage  of  Sing-Sing,  and  six  miles  east  of  it^  just  after 
entering  the  township  of  Newcastle,  crosses  a  qnite  small, 
though  pretty  constant,  mill-stream,  named  by  the  Indians 
Chappaqua,  which  IS  Said  to  have  meant  falling  or  babbling 
Water,  and  which,  here  running  to  tlie  southeast,  soon  t^ikes 
a  somhwesterly  tiiin,  recrosses  under  the  railmad,  and  iiiuU 
its  wav  into  the  Huds(»n,  through  the  Sawmill  or  Xcpperhan 
creek,  at  Yonkers.  A  hi^^hway,  leadini^  westward  to  Sing- 
Sing,  crosses  the  miiroad,  jnst  north  of  the  upper  crossing  of 
the  brook,  and  gives  us,  some  twenty  rods  from  the  north- 
west corner  of  my  farm,  a  station  and  a  poet-office,  which, 
with  our  modest  village  of  twenty  or  thirty,  houses,  take  flieir 
name  from  our  mill-stream.  Chappaqna  is  not  a  Teiy  liqnid 
triayllable,  bat  there  is  comfort  in  the  liact  that  it  is  nettiher 
Clinton,  nor  Washington,  nor  Middletown,  nor  any  of  the 
trite  appellations  which  haye  been  so  often  reapplied,  that 
half  the  ktten  intended  for  one  of  them  ate  likely  to  bting 
op  at  some  other.  (How  can  a  rational  creature  be  so 
thoughtless  as  to  date  his  letter  merely  "Green  lit  Id,"  or  "Jack- 
son," or  "  Sprinu'tield,"  and  imagine  that  the  stranger  he  ad- 
die^oes  can  possibly  guess  whither  to  mail  the  answer  ?) 


298 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A  BUST  UFB. 


Mjf  brook  his  its  Bouoe  in  -wooded,  granite  hills,  on  tiie 
east  sontfaesst^  and  oomn  tinkling  or  brawling  ihenoe  to  be 
lost  in  the  Ghappaqua,  a  fow  rods  south  of  the  zoad  to  Pless* 

imtrille,  which  fonns  my  southwestern  boundaiy.  As  to 
spriiiL;-,  there  are  not  less  tlmi  a  dozen,  wliich  no  diouLii 
exliuu.^ts,  breaking  out  along  the  luut  of  my  hill,  or  at  the 
base  of  a  kigker  ritl<^e  wliich  forms  its  crest 

My  woods  are  tlie  pride  of  the  farm,  which  without  them 
would  never  have  keen  my  farm.  They  cover  about  twenty- 
five  of  the  seventy-tive  acres  which  compose  it ;  and  I  saj  to 
them,  with  Ot  ic^^tal  courtesy,  and  more  than  Oriental  sincerity^ 
"May  yonr  sliadow  never  be  less  I"  For  the  gnmnd  th^ 
cover  is  in  good  part  an  ixzegnlar,  sideling  gnudfee  Isdge^  or 
*  portioiis  of  a  ledge,  thinly  covered  by  a  gnnitio,  giavelly  soO, 
which  oould  not  be  mads  to  grow  anytJiing  but  wood  to  the 
profit  of  the  grower ;  wheieas,  it  grows  wood  better  than  a  xick 
niinots  or  Kansas  prairie  often  condescends  to  do.  Its  tms 
are  mainly  Hemlock  and  Red  Cedar  (my  evergreens).  White 
and  Red  Oak,  Whitewood,  Chestnut,  White  uiui  lilue  Beech, 
i>o;5^\V(«.Hl,  Wliit/e  Ash,  Sugar  and  Soil  Mai)le,  Elm,  Ilickorv, 
Tulip,  Butternut,  Black,  Yellow,  and  Wliite  Birch.  Tiierc  were 
just  two  trees  that  I  could  not  name,  after  twenty  years'  absorp- 
tion in  the  city ;  one  of  them  is  known  as  Fepperid<Te,  the 
other  as  Yellow  Poplar.  There  were  a  good  many  wild  Black 
Cherries ;  but  these  I  have  nearly  exterminated,  as  they  bred 
cateipiDais  to  infest  my  Apple-trees.  Of  shrubs^  thera  sa 
many  that  I  cannot  name.  Witdi  Hasel,  Bonch  Willow, 
Choke  Cheny,  Hasel,  Sassaftas,  and  Snmac,  are  among  those 
that  I  readUy  lecognised.  Swamp  Alder  infested  ihe  springy, 
v^**^'  hoggy  ground  at  the  footof  one  of  my  hiDs,  till  I  extir- 
pated it,  and  the  Dogwood  is  marked  for  speedy  destniction. 
It  beautifies —  iiav,  priorities  —  the  wood&  wliile  in  blossom  for 
a  week  or  so  early  in  May ;  but  it  is  of  no  account  tis  timber, 
while  it  .flows  its  seed  everywhere,  and  tends  to  mouopoliie 
a  good  deal  more  ground  than  it  will  pay  for. 

My  first  care,  on  getting  possession  of  my  farm,  was  to 
shut  oattle  oat  of  the  greater  part  of  the  woods,  where  they 
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had  been  free  to  roam  auJ  ravage  throughout  the  two  ])Tece- 
ding  centuries  that  this  rejrion  liad  felt  the  presence  of  civi- 
lized man.  Pasturing  wood:-  is  one  of  the  uiust  ghiring  "\nce3 
of  our  semi-barbarian  agriculture.  Cattle  bro-u'sc  the  tender 
twigs  of  delicate,  valuable  young  trees,  while  they  leave  the 
flcwne  and  worthless  unscathed.  I  have,  to-cbj,  tea  times  as 
miiiy  of  the  Sugar  Maple,  White  Aah,  etc.,  coming  on  in  my 
woods  as  theie  were  when  I  bought  and  shut  the  cattle  out 

cf  thfillL 

I  have  no  Urnd  honor  of  cnttuig  trees.  Any  fiiirly  grown 
finest  can  always  spare  trees,  and  be  benefited  by  ^eir  le- 
movaL  But  I  protest  most  earnestly  against^  tiie  redkLess 
WBSto  involved  in  catting  off  and  burning  over  our  forests. 

In  ivgioiis  which  are  all  woods,  ground  must  of  coui-sc  bo  * 
cle.in-d  for  cultivation ;  but  many  a  fanner  goes  on  slashing 
and  bmiiiiig  long  after  he  should  halt  and  Iw-jin  to  be  saving 
of  his  t!Tnl>er.  Manv  of  our  dairvmeu  are  beunnniim  to  sav, 
"Down  with  the  rest  uf  our  \vuod3 !  we  can  buy  all  the  coal 
we  need  £or  fuel,  with  half  the  butter  and  cheese  we  can 
Bake  on  our  lands  now  covered  with  wood."  f^riends,  that 
il  a  sad  miscalculation.  Witli  one  fooiih  of  your  land  in 
wood,  jndidoosly  covering  the  crests  of  your  tidge^  tiie  sides 
of  your  ravines,  yoor  fiums  will  grow  more  gzaas  tlian  if 
wholly  denuded  and  laid  bare  to  the  scorching  son.  Pro- 
tncted*  desolating  drouths^  blealf,  eeathing  winds,  and  the 
flobre  of  delicate  fhiits  Itte  the  Ptech  and  finer  Fean^  are 
part  of  the  penalty  we  pay  for  deprivii^  onr  fields  and  gar^ 
dens  of  the  genial,  hospitable  protection  of  forests. 

Of  tree-plant  in ir,  other  than  fur  fruit,  I  have  iis  yet  done 
littlf.  A  row  of  Kock  Maples  along  the  higliwnvs  tlmt  skirt 
my  farm,  and  a  clump  of  evcTj^reens  just  nortli  oi  my  garden, 
are  nearly  all  I  have  to  show.  Any  one  can  gr<jw  Sugar 
Maples  who  will  try.  To  prove  it,  I  need  only  say  that  I 
have  lost  bat  two  in  over  a  hundred,  and  these  by  accident^ 
though  my  trees  mainly  came  from  Bochester,  were  opened 
on  a  warm,  sonny  day,  and  left  thns  with  their  roots  exposed 
tiE  thoroajghfy  dry.    I  came  npon  Hie  planter  just  then. 
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and  told  him  he  had  killed  the  trees ;  but  I  was  mistakeiL 
I  would,  however,  advise  no  one  to  try  the  experiment  of 
drying  the  roots  of  trees  while  transplanting  them ;  but,  if  he 
will  be  so  careless,  he  may  better  take  the  risk  on  the  Sugar 
Maple  than  on  any  other  tree  within  my  knowledge. 

As  there  is  a  stout  hill  just  south  of  my  farm,  my  lower 
land  is  overshadowed  by  hills  in  the  two  wrong  directions, 
and  so  inclines  to  be  cold.  J ust  north  of  where  my  brook 
dances  out  of  the  glen  which  it  has  worn  down  the  face  of 


My  Evergreen  Hedge. 

the  hill  is  my  garden,  with  a  slight  elevation  or  ridge  just 
north  of  it. 

This  low  ridge  I  have  planted  with  evergreens,  as  a  shel- 
ter or  wind-break  for  the  garden.  Part  of  them  are  Hemlocks 
and  Red  Cedars,  transplanted  from  the  wmxls  just  at  hand ; 
perhaps  as  many  are  Norway  and  otlicr  Pines,  w^ith  Balsam 
and  other  Firs,  obtained  from  nurseries.    These  latter  have 
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the  more  laxnriant  grofwth,  bat  aU  hxre  done  weSl;  and  the 

copee  or  clump — possibly  forty  rods  in  length  by  three  or  ft)ur 

in  width — is  (at  least  in  Winter)  tlie  ]»lcii£Hiutest  object  seen 
on  the  farm.  The  little  greenhoust?  w  hich  nestles  beneath  it 
is  tlanked  by  ptmwberry  1k;(1.>,  a  lew  ^'ra|>»j-vLn('>,  and  ixMjm  for 
eaiiy  vegetal wliicli,  slotting  gently  southward,  enjnv  an 
average  teinpei  ature  several  drgiees  lugher  than  they  would  if 
the  eveigreens  were  away  ;  and  the  acre  or  so  of  level  garden 
fiother  south  is  also,  but  less  considerably,  'wanned  and  shel- 
tered by  this  belt  of  evergreens,  w^hich  not  only  verifies  the 
apoUft^gm  of  KeatB«  that  **  A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever," 
hot  is  a  poeitm  leenfoioemeat  to  liie  productive  capacity  of 
tbe  fimn. 

I  hope  thk  nanatiou  inll  induce  some — I  wish  it  might 
mduce  many — to  plant  trees,  and  especially  e\'ergreen& 
Not  merely  ae  ornamental  drapery  to  dwelUngs,  but  as  moUi- 

fiers  of  the  harshness  of  our  capricious  climate,  they  have  a 
value  a^  yet  too  nannw  ly  appie*  iat^^d.  A  few  choice  trees, 
just  old  eiiongh  to  transplant,  cost  l»nt  a  trifle;  and  wliot-ver 
plants  a  dozen  such  judicimisly,  and  shields  thein  from  iii- 
Jiny,  has  provided  a  so\ir(  e  of  bealthlul  enjoyment,  not  only 
ior  his  own  lifetime,  but  for  that  of  generations  yet  to  be. 

But  we  need  tiee-planting  on  a  broader  scale  than  this. 
Wherever  a  ledge  or  giant  rock  impedes  thoroagh  tillage,  there 
should  be  a  tree,  if  not  trees.  Men  of  means  and  of  thrift 
dKnld  buy  up  sterile  tracts  tiiat  are  ofiered  for  sale  at  ley 
ntes,  and  promptly  coyer  them  with  White  Oak,  Hickory^ 
"White  Fine,  Locust^  Chestnut^  They  can  no  otherwise  so 
nfily  snd  profitably  invest  thehr  means  for  the  benefit  of 
Uieir  children,  while  benefiting  also  future  generations.  Tim- 
ber grows  steadil}'  dearer  and  dearer ;  streams  Income  desnlat- 
va^  torrent*?  at  intervals,  and  beds  of  diy  sand  and  pehMes 
for  'Rw;ks  in  Summer  and  Fall,  because  our  liills  have  l>een 
too  generally  stripped  and  denuded  of  trees.  Let  us  unitedly 
oease  to  do  evil  and  learn  to  do  well  in  relation  to  trees. 
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THOSE  who  have  fead  my  acoonnfc  of  my  ftim  inll  hm 
judged  that  it  ia  not  well  celcukted  to  emich  its 
hy  laige,  easily  produced  cropa^  and  that  it  was  bought  in  full 
WW  of  this  fact  I  wanted  a  place  nmr  a  railroad  atation^ 
and  not  too  ftr  ffom  the  city;  my  wife  wanted  pure  air, 
agreeable  acenery,  reaaonahle  8eclnaion»  lrat>  above  al1>  a 
choicOi  never*fiuiing  epring,  a  cascade,  and  eveigreen  woods, 
aa  I  have  alieady  atated.  Having  found  theae  on  the  thirty-' 
odd  acres  which  oompnaed  our  original  purchase,  vre  were 
not  so  Tinronsoiiable  as  to  expect  to  secure  also  the  fertility 
and  facility  of  a  dry,  gently  rolling  AVestem  prairie,  or  of  a 
rich  inter\-ale  of  the  Connecticut  or  Hudson  We  knew  tliat 
QUI  upland  waa  in  good  part  hard,  steep,  and  rocky,  and  that 
its  pr<  M 1  \  icti ve  capacity — never  remark ;  il  ile  —  had  been  laigely 
leduced  by  two  cmturies  of  persistent  and  often  excessive 
^aaturing.  Sheep  may  thus  be  fed  a  thousand  years,  yet  re- 
turn to  the  soil  nearly  as  much  as  they  take  from  it ;  not  so 
with  milch  cows,  when  their  milk  is  sent  away  to  some  city, 
and  notliing  returned  therefor  that  enriches  the  fields  whence 
tliat  milk,  in  the  shape  of  grass  or  hay,  vras  drawn.  And  so, 
measurably,  of  Fruit :  whereas  Apples  liave  long  hoou  a  It-ad- 
iii^'  staple  of  our  rr^jion,  ^Newcastle  haviiipf  fnniu  ily  hoasUxl 
more  Apple-trees  than  any  tfwnslii|i  of  its  size  in  Am*'ric,a. 
But  an  Apple-treo  cannot  forever  draw  on  the  bank  of  Nature 
without  having  ite  drafh  protcsterl,  if  nothinp;  is  e\-er  dt  pos- 
ited  tliern  to  its  <T('<Iit;  and  cutrrpillai's  liavc  so  Iciil:  )>een 
allowed  to  strip  most  of  our  trees  uniesisted,  that  many  have 
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grown  pranttnrely  old  and  moss-eovered.    One  year  viih 

anotlier,  Newcastle  doos  not  grow  half  80  many  Apples  as  her 
XjXki^  c:ill  for;  and  slie  iit-ver  will  till  slie  feeds  Ler  trees  l)et- 
ter  and  lights  their  enemies  witli  nioi-e  pv^rsistent  rciiuliitiuii 
than  she  has  done.  I  have  se(*n  five  thousand  of  those  trees, 
in  the  course  of  a  brief  nioniiiig  rid(?  in  Juno,  with  more 
caterpillars  than  remaining  leaves  per  tree ;  and  very  little 
leflfictum  can  be  needed  to  show  that  trees  ao  neglected  iat  a 
few  jean  ivill  bsve  outlived  their  nsefolness. 

The  woods  are  mf  special  depattmeni  Whenever  I  can 
esve  a  Saturday  for  the  iann»  I  tij  to  give  a  good  part  of  it 
to  my  patch  of  foresl  Xhe  axe  is  the  healthiest  imple- 
mnt  thai  man  ever  handled,  and  is  e^MctaUy  so  for  habiioal 
mitets  and  other  sedenteiy  workeiSt  whose  shoulders  it 
throw's  back,  expandin<:f  their  chests^  and  opening  their 
lungs.  If  every  youth  an<l  man,  from  fifteen  to  fifty  years 
old,  could  wield  an  axe  two  houi-s  per  day,  dyspepsia  would 
vanish  from  the  earth,  and  rheumatism  become  decidedly 
scarce.  I  am  a  poor  chopper;  yet  the  axe  is  my  d<i(  tor  and 
delight.  Tt?  use  j]fivcs  the  mind  just  ennu;^h  occnitatiou  to 
prevent  its  failing  into  revery  or  absorbing  trains  of  thought^ 
while  eveiy  muscle  in  the  body  receives  sufficient,  yet  not 
ftihausta'ng;  exerdsa  I  vish  aU  our  hciys 'would  learn  to  love 
the  axa  * 

I  began  by  cutting  out  the  TVitch  Hazels,  and  other  trash 
not  worth  keq^ing,  and  trininung  up  my  trees,  especially  the 
Hemlocka,  which  grow  limbs  clear  to  the  ground,  and  throw 
Aem  out  hosizontally  to  sueh  a  distance  tibat  several  rods  of 

gitnmd  are  sometimes  monopolized  by  a  single  tree.  Many  of 
these  lower  limits  die  in  tlic  course  of  time,  l»ut  do  not  fall  off; 
on  the  contrary,  they  harden  and  shar])en  into  spikes,  which 
threaten  your  face  and  eyes  as  if  they  were  bayonets.  These 
I  have  L'^radually  cut  away  aiid  transformed  into  fuel.  Many 
of  my  Hemlocks  I  have  trimmed  to  a  height  of  at  Iciist  fifty 
feet ;  and  I  mean  to  serve  many  others  just  so,  if  I  can  ever 
find  time  before  old  age  compels  me  to  stop  climbing. 
But  the  Hemlock  so  biistles  throughout  with  limbs  that  it 
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can  easily  be  climbed  by  a  lialc  niau  tiU  he  is  seventy ;  and, 
working  with  a  hatcht't  or  li;^Mit  iixe,you  commence  trimming 
at  the  top,  —  that  is,  as  as  you  choc^e  to  trim,  —  and, 
without  dif!icnlty,cut  all  smooth  as  you  work  your  way  duwu. 
Limbs  to  the  ground  may  be  gmcL't'iil  in  the  cd'^o  of  your 
wood ;  but. your  tree  will  not  make  timber  nearly  so  fa«^t  as 
if  trimmed,  and  yon  cannot  afford  it  so  much  space  as  it 
claims  in  the  heart  ol  your  jiatch  of  forest. 

If  I  lin|?er  }»roudly  anujug  my  trees,  consider  that  here  most 
of  my  farm-work  has  been  done,  and  here  my  i»rolit  lias  l»ecn 
realized,  in  the  shape  of  health  and  vigor.  AVhen  I  ani  asked 
the  usual  question,  "J low  has  youi"  farming  paid?"  I  can 
truthfully  answer  that  wi/  part  of  it  has  paid  splendidly.  Ixj- 
ing  all  income  and  no  outgo,  —  and  who  can  ahow  a  belter 
balance-sheet  than  tlt/it  / 

Seriously  —  1  believe  lhei"e  is  money  to  be  made  by  judi- 
cious tree-planting  and  forest-culture,  nuw  that  railroads  have 
so  greatly  cheapened  the  cust  of  transportation.  If  any  man 
has  or  can  buy  a  tract  of  woodland,  or  land  too  poor  or 
broken  to  be  profitably  tilled,  let  lum  shut  out  cattle,  and 
steadily  plant  choice  trees  while  cutting  out  poorer ;  let  him 
cut  every  tree  that  stops  growing  and  begins  to  decay,  or  shed 
its  limbe ;  let  him  not  hesitate  to  thin  as  well  as  trim  up ;  let 
lum  cut  out  Red  Oak,  for  instanoei  and  sow  the  acoma  of 
White ;  let  lum,  wh^  balf  a  Aca&k  or  mote  sptouts  start  from 
a  single  stump,  cut  away  all  but  two  or  three,  and  bf  and  by 
cut  again ;  and  I  am  confident  tbat  be  may  thus  grow  timb^ 
twice  as  rapidly  as  wheie  it  is  u^lected,  and  grow  trees  ftr 
mon  valuable  than  those  that  come  by  chance.  Kay:  if 
near  a  &ty,  he  can  make  a  tliousand  dollars  far  more  easflj^ 
though  less  quickly,  by  growing  Timber  than  by  growing 
Grain. 


The  land  I  ultimately  bought  included  part  of  an  did  oi^ 
ohaid,  which  I  estimated  worth  a  little  more  than  the  fire- 
wood that  might  be  made  of  it;  but  there  I  was  mistaken. 
Old  Apple-trees,  never  grafted,  or  grafted  with  indifieient 
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fniit,  and  wliich  have  been  Bullered  to  grow  out  of  proper 
shape  to  a  height  of  forty  or  fifty  feet,  so  that  caterpillars 
liouiish  in  their  tops  with  inipuiuty,  are  simply  nuisances. 
If  you  buy  or  inherit  such,  cut  them  down  remorselessly 
the  moment  you  can  obtain  Iruit  lor  your  own  use  from 
others. 

On  tlie  land  I  first  purchased  was  a  young  orchard  of  two 
acres,  nuiinly  Kussets,  —  small  fruit,  but  not  inviting  to 
worms,  whih'  it  keeps  splendidly,  —  in  fact,  hardly  becomes 
eatable  till  Ai)ril  or  May.  The  Russet  jaelds  bounteously 
and  pretty  constantly ;  so  that,  if  I  were  planting  for  protit 
in  tliis  recrion,  I  should  give  this  sort  the  preference.  I 
should  can-fully  avoid  the  common  error  (which  I,  when 
greener,  committed)  of  plauUny  many  soils  touether;  indeed, 
I  would  prel'er  to  have  l)ut  one  sort  in  an  orchaid,  for  Lliu 
convenience  of  gathering  and  marketing. 

My  young  orchards  are  just  fairly  beginning  to  bear.  The 
ground  was  not  ploughed  so  deeply  as  it  should  be,  —  in  fact, 
the  ground  on  "which  Apple-trees  are  to  be  set  should  be 
tienohed  three  feet  deep,  —  but  it  has  been  well  fertilized ;  and 
I  hope  for  good  crops  in  the  yeazs  close  at  hand. 

In  the  little  deU  or  glen  thxongh  which  my  biook  emerges 
from  the  wood  iidierein  it  has  bmwled  down  the  hiU,  to  dance 
acioss  a  g^tle  slope  to  the  swamp  below,  is  ih$  spring, — 
pnie  as  ciystat  never-failing,  cold  as  you  could  wish  it  for 
drink  in  the  hottest  day,  and  so  th<noughly  shaded  and  shd- 
teied  that^  I  am  confident^  it  was  never  warm  and  never 
frozen  over.  Many  spring  on  my  fann  are  excellent,  but 
this  is  peerless.  It  determined  the  location  of  my  house, 
which  stands  on  a  little  plateau  or  bench  of  level  ground  half- 
way down  the  hill,  some  twenty  rods  north  of,  and  forty  feet 
higher  than,  itself.  I  never  saw  a  sweeter  spot  than  was 
the  little  plat  of  grass  which  my  house  has  supplanted,  with 
tall  woods  all  around,  and  a  thrifty  growth  of  young  hem- 
lodes  starting  thickly  just  west  and  south  of  it  I  do  not 
now  r^aid  this  as  a  judicious  location :  it  is  too  much  shaded 
and  shut  in;  it  is  too  damp  for  health  in  a  wet  time;  it 

SO 


Digitized  by  Google 


906 


BBCOLLBCTimS  OP  A  BUSY  UFB. 


tempte  tlia  ^inajamj  to  fmoke,  espedallj  wlieii  the  atmoe- 
phere  is  ao  heavy  that  the  wind  beats  down  cfvar  tilie  wooded 
hill  tiiat  rises  diiecdy  on  the  north  and  east;  hut  the  hiotteet 
day  is  oool  here ;  dust  is  unknown ;  and  no  Tomble  from  any 

highway  disturbs  meditation  or  piques  curiosity.  My  house 
is  not  iiuieh,  —  liastily  erectinl,  small,  slight,  and  wouden,  it 
has  at  length  been  alnio.st  duelled  loi  one  receutly  purchiused 
and  rciitted  on  tlte  (Mlge  of  the  village,  just  where  my  jnivate. 
road  umei^es  from  tiie  farm,  on  its  way  to  the  statiou;  hut 
the  cottage  in  the  woods  is  still  my  house,  wliere  my  bookg 
lemauit  where  I  me%n  to  gamer  my  treasures,  and  whevein  I 
propose  to  be  "  at  home"  to  my  friends  at  stated  seasons^  and 
"not  at  home''  to  any  one  when  I  addieas  myself  to  wodK; 
end  ei^ecially  to  the  eoneomination  of  a  yet  nnatied  liteiaiy 
project  Bat  these  aie  dieams,  which  opportunity  may  never 
be  afibided  to  xealizeL  As  yet^  I  am  a  hone  in  a  bark^mil], 
and  tread  his  monotonons  round;  neyer  finding  time  to  do 
to-day  what  can  possibly  be  postponed  to  the  morrow. 

The  woodless  portion  of  my  ii{)land  has  been  patiently  im- 
proved liy  diLjging,  IdastinLT,- and  piekiug  out  rock  and  stone, 
by  running  nnder-draius  where  they  seemed  to  lie  needed,  ly 
ploujjjhing  deeper  than  it  was  ever  ploughed  l>efore,  tliough 
not  yet  lu^arly  deep  enough,  and  by  persistent  fertihzing  with 
composted  swamp  rnuck^  lime,  saLt^  gypsum,  bone-dust»  and 
artificial,  as  well  as  mineral,  manures,  until  it  is  to-day  in  very 
fidr  condition,  or  only  needs  deepening  six  to  twelve  inches 
mote  to  make  it  sa  Already,  it  produces  slmost  unfailingly 
good  crops  of  Indian  Com,  Oats,  Turnips,  and  especially  of 
Grass.  Ihaverepeatedly  grown  fair  crops  of  Wheats  especial]^ 
of  Spring,  and  never  decidedly  failed  but  once.  Most  of  our 
lands  that  have  long  lieen  devoted  to  the  production  of  milk 
are  in  special  need  of  phosphates,  which  are  most  readily 
supplied  in  the  shape  of  ^miimd  hones,  —  tlie  finer  the  better. 
With  land  in  ]>n)j>er  condition,  Wheat  is  iia  sure  a  cro])  in 
Southern  Xew  York  as  in  WisciUisin  or  ^linnesota.  Koots 
have  generally  done  well  "with  me  on  groimd  ])roper]y  pre- 
pared; but  the  Potato  is  an  exception;  and  I  doubt  that  it 
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phere is  eo  heKvj  that  the  wind  heats  down  over  the  wooded 
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will  hereafter  produce  so  plentcously  on  our  soalioard  as  oa 
the  breezy  slopes  ol  the  Green  Muuntains,  the  Cutskills,©!  of 
our  high  inland  t  ountit'S  like  Madison  (tr  Steul>en, 

My  swamp  (wlR-reot'  successive  purchases  have  incruiised 
the  area  to  lully  twenty  acres}  has  been  inv  chief  ditticulty. 
Originally,  a  muddy,  oozy  fen,  thickly  dotted  with  "  hassocks'* 
or  "  tiiBsocks  "  of  coarse  ho|j-;^ri  -uss,  I  have  cut  these  and  (tired 
of  awaiting  tlieir  natural  decay)  burned  them  to  fertilizing 
aahea  lor  my  u])lantl ;  have  Beamed  tlie  entire  Mat  with  uuder- 
drains;  have  cut  down  the  little  nmnei  that  j)ermeated  its 
centre,  and  the  open  ditch  that  for  some  distanci!  run  parallel 
to  it  on  the  east,  collecting  the  vv.iiei^  of  a  dozen  springs, 
obliged  to  join  it  ere  it  was  loijt  in  my  brook,  that  comes 
brawling  down  my  hiilijide,  and  have  spared  no  effort,  grudged 
no  cost,  to  render  it  completely  arable.  But  the  fall  is  so 
slight,  not  only  on  niy  own  l.iiid,  but  for  nearly  a  mile  l>elow 
it,  tli.ii  iiiv  .•^access  is  still  partial  and  unsatisfactory.  Though 
I  have  Iteen  allowed  to  straighten,  as  well  m  deepen,  the 
brook  on  my  neighbors'  laud,  below  me,  I  uui  still  Hooded  at, 
intervals  with  hack- water,  which  chtikes  my  drains  and 
threatens  io  inundate  my  fatt<est  acres.  If  I  live,  1  shall 
surely  triuiupli  iu  the  end;  and  I  am  now  profiting  l)y  the 
engineering  of  Mr.  James  Gall,  whose  experience  in  the  Cen- 
tral (New  York)  and  Prospect  (Brooklyn)  Parks  is  of  decided 
value.  But  a  good  outlet,  or  faU,  is  so  essential  to  easy  suc- 
cess in  draining,  that  every  on«  wbo  shall  hereafter  attempt 
to  drain  a  swamp  ought  to  l>egin  with  this,  and  lie  sure  of  at 
least  two  feet  fall  ficom  Iiis  lowest  pomt  at  flood-time  in 
Spring  before  he  eats  his  fii6t  diaiiL  Of  all  unpiofitable 
work,  burying  tiles  where  water  will  nm  sometitDes  one  way, 
sometunes  the  other,  until  they  choke  with  mud  and  become 
utterly  useless,  is  most  discouraging.  But  thorough  under- 
draining  is  the  basis  of  all  lastiiig  improvement  in  farm  or 
garden  culture;  and  we  Aould  either  drain  our  swamps 
thoroughly,  or  provide  for  flooding  them  in  Winter  and  lay 
them  down  to  cranberries.  I  do  not  doubt  that  this  latter 
jB  in  many  cases  the  wiser  dispositiott^  except  where  the 
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vicinity  of  a  city  or  village  forbids  it,  from  due  regard  to 
others'  health.  But  my  swamp  is  close  by  a  hamlet  which 
is  soou  to  be  quite  a  village :  so  it  must  and  shall  be  drained ; 
and,  that  thoroughly  done,  it  will  be  cheap  at  five  hundred 
dollars  per  acre,  since  it  needs  little  hut  draining  to  assimilate 
it  in  fertility  to  a  patch  of  Western  pi*airie.  II*  I  live,  it  shall 
yet  come  to. 


My  Barn. 

My  bam  is  a  fair  success.  I  placed  it  on  the  shelf  of  my 
hill,  nearest  to  the  upper  (east)  side  of  my  place,  because  a 
barn-yard  is  a  manufactory  of  heavy  fertilizers  from  materials  . 
of  lesser  weight ;  and  it  is  easier  to  draw  these  do\vn  hill  than 
up.  I  built  its  walls  wholly  of  stones  gathered  or  blasted 
from  the  adjacent  slope,  to  the  extent  of  four  or  five  thousand 
tons,  and  laid  in  a  box  with  a  thin  mortar  of  (little)  lime  and 
(much)  sand,  filling  all  tlie  interstices  and  binding  the  whole 
into  a  solid  mass,  till  my  walls  are  nearly  one  solid  rock. 
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while  tlio  roof  Ls  of  Vennont  slat«.  T  drive  into  three  stories, 
—  abasement  for  manui-es,  a  staljle  for  aniinals,  and  a  story 
above  this  for  hay  —  while  grain  is  pitclicd  into  tlie  loft  or 
"scaifoid  "  above,  from  whose  lioor  the  roof  rises  steep  to  a 
beight  of  sixteen  to  eighteen  feet.  There  should  Imye  been 
more  windows  for  light  and  air ;  but  my  bam  is  convenient^ 
▼bile  impemouB  to  frost,  and  I  am  confident  that  cattle  are 
wmtered  in  it  at  a  fomtb  less  cost  than  when  they  ahiirer 
in  boBzd  shanties,  with  cracks  between  the  booids  that 
win  admit  yonr  hand.  No  pait  of  our  rural  economy  is 
more  wasteftil  than  the  habitual  ezposuie  of  our  animals  to 
pelting,  chilling  stonns,  and  to  intense  cold.  Building  with 
concrete  is  still  a  novelty,  and  was  far  more  so  ten  years  ago, 
when  I  V.uilt  my  bam.  I  could  now  build  better  and  cheaper ; 
but  I  am  ^dad  that  I  iired  not.  I  calculat<?  that  this  bam 
will  he  abidingly  useful  long  after  I  shall  have  been  utti  rly 
forcrotten;  and  that,  had  I  chosen  to  have  my  name  letter  ! 
OQ  its  front,  it  would  have  remained  there  to  honor  me  as  a 
builder,  long  after  it  had  ceased  to  have  any  other  signifi- 
canoe. 


"Ton  win  be  sick  of  Itying  in  the  country  within  two 
yean/*  I  was  confidently  told  when  I  bought;  "and  your 
fiace  wiU  be  adyertised  for  sale."  "Then  the  sheriff's  name 
trill  be  at  the  foot  of  the  adveitiaement/*  I  responded.  The 

mere  fact  that  /  am  not  yet  sick  of  it  proves  nothin<T,  since  I 
only  try  to  impend  Satunlays  upon  it,  and  am  often  uii.tide  to 
do  even  that ;  but  my  wile,  who  spends  must  of  eaeh  year 
there,  and  has  done  so  ever  since  it  was  bought,  is  equally 
constant  in  her  devotion  ;  and  the  bare  idea  of  exchani^fing 
our  place  lor  any  otVier  has  never  yet  su^^ted  itself  to  either 
of  us.  With  a  lirst-rate  stone  or  brick  house  to  shut  out  the 
cold,  I  doubt  if  either  of  us  would,  of  choice,  live  ebewhere, 
even  in  Winter.  For,  while  the  young  may  love  to  wander, 
and  may  feel  that  they  enj(^  the  fragrance  of  others'  flowers, 
the  stately  grace  of  their  woods,  I  think  we  all,  as  we  grow 
old,  love  to  feel  and  know  that  some  spot  of  earth  Is  pecu- 
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liarly  our  own,  —  ours  to  po.'^.s(\s.s  and  to  enjoy,  —  ours  to 
improve  and  to  traiidinit  to  our  rliildroii.  As  wit  reali/,e  the 
steady  march  of  years  iu  tlie  tiiuui.n^'  of  our  Manclird  li>ckfl, 
the  (lecpniiiiL,'  of  our  vvrinkh'S,  \vu  mure  aii<l  more,  incline  to 
shun  travel  and  crowds  and  novelties,  and  concentrate  our 
atfectioiki  on  Uit)  lew  who  are  iufolded  by  "  thai  lieai-  hut^  our 
home."  • 


*  But  what  of  the  prq/Us  of  your  farming  ?  You  ha\  e  said 
nothing  of  tJiem"  I  often  liear.  Well :  it  is  not  yet  time  to 
speak  of  them, — in  feet,  they  are,  as  yet,  unspeakably  smalL 
ThjxB  fer,  I  have  been  making  a  farm,  nUher  than  working 
one;  and  tbe  prooeM  !•  not  yet  oompkta  The  fint  Apple- 
tieee  of  my  planting,  are  just  beginning  to  bear ;  my  beet  kndp 
having  been  veoently  bought,  and  as  yet  imperfectly  diained* 
18  still  improdnctiTe.  Nor  do  I  expeot  that  fittming — or 
anything  else — will  pay  without  better  ovmght  than  I  hav« 
yet  been  able  to  aeooid  it 

"Do  yon  not  peroeive,"  aaid  one  near  to  "that  your 
nan  theie  does  not  more  than  half  work  t"  "  CSertainly,''  I 
replied ;  **I  am  quite  aware  of  it  Were  he  disposed  to  be 
efficient,  he  would  wmk  his  own  Isnd,  not  mine."  Yon  oan 
eearoely  hire  any  woik  weQ  done,  to  which  you  cannoi  give 
personal  attention.  PuUishiog  newspapeis  by  proxy  would 
be  still  more  roin^  than  fenning. 

But  I  close  with  a  confident  assertion  that  good  farmn^ 
WLLpap — yes>  dom  pay— rij^t  here  by  New  York, — pay 
generally,  and  pay  wdL  Of  course,  he  who  lacks  capitd 
must  work  to  dissdvantsge  in  this  as  in  evexything  elae;  and 
a  little  capital  win  go  further  in  the  Far  West  than  on  tlie 
crowded  seaboatd;  but  I  feel  certain  that  even  /  could  make 
money  by  fermiog  in  Westchester  County,  if  I  oould  '/w  ii 
time  and  mind  to  it ;  and  that  a  good  farmer,  with  adequate 
means,  can,  in  following  his  vocation,  do  as  well  near  this  ciitgr 
aa  a  reasonable  man  oould  eiqpectk  or  wisely  daaiia. 
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"SEWABI^  WEED,  AUD  OREELET." 

AS  I  had  first  engaged  conspicuously  in  political  strife  ai 
the  invitaticm  of  Mr.  Thurlow  Weed,  and  had  tlius  been 
iHOO^t;,  very  soon  afterward,  into  familiar  and  confidential 
lektaona  with  liis  next  friend,  Mr.  William  H.  Seward,  I  was 
neasQiablj  identified  witli^  if  not  thotoa^j  devoted  to»  their 
snitiial  fartonee,  for  the  next  fifteen  or  sixteen  yearn.  While 
editing  The  Jelfexsonian  in  Albany,  I  wrote  and  reported  (im- 
perfectly) legislative  proceedings  for  Mr.  Weed's  paper,  the 
Albany  K\  cuing  Journal  ;  and,  though  I  had  no  part  in 
C'lmiiiuting  Mr.  Seward  fur  Oovt'inor  in  1838,  1  did  whatever 
I  (x>uld  to  help  elect  him ;  and  so  at  his  reelection  in  1840. 
(He  had  previonply  hvvn  State  Senator,  elected  in  l^^^O  ;  hut 
hurl  Ix  en  badly  defeated  by  William  L  Marcy,  when  first  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  in  1834)  When,  after  four  years  of 
obscii^  ^'Mn,  the  Whig  star  was  again  in  the  ascendant,  in 
1846  -  48, 1  was  a  zealoos^  if  not  veiy  effi9Gtive»  advocate  of  his 
election  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Apart  from  politics,  I  liked  the  man,  ihoogh  not  blind  to 
his  fi^olts.  His  natural  instincts  were  humane  and  progres* 
live.  He  hated  Slavery  and  all  its  belongings,  though  a 
•eeming  necessity  constrained  him  to  write,  in  1838,  to  this 
iatensely  pro-Slavery  city,  a  pro-Slavery  letter,  which  was  at 
War  with  his  real,  or  at  least  with  hi^j  suboeiiuent,  conAictions, 
Though  uf  Democratic  parenta^^e.  he  had  been  an  Adams  man, 
an  Anti-"Ma>,i>n,  and  was  now  thoi-onLrhly  a  AVliig.  The  policy 
of  more  extensive  and  vigorous  Internal  Tmprovenient  had  no 
more  zealous  champion.   By  nature,  genial  and  averse  to 
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pomp,  ceremony,  and  formality,  few  public  men  of  his  early 
prime  were  better  calculated  to  attract  and  young 
men  of  lus  own  party,  and  holding  yiews  accordant  on  most  * 
points  with  his. 

Yet  he  had  fiuilts,  which  his  acceaston  to  power  aotm  dis- 
played in  bold  relie£  His  natmal  tendencies  were  toward  a 
government  not  merely  paternal,  bat  prodigal, — one  which, 
in  its  multiform  endeavors  to  make  every  one  prosperous,  il" 
not  rich,  ^vas  very  likely  to  whelui  till  in  general  embarrass- 
ment, if  not  in  geneml  bankruptcy.  Few  (nnemors  have 
fiivored,  few  Senators  vot^d  for,  more  unwisely  lavish  ex}>en- 
ditures  than  he.  Above  the  suspicion  of  voting  money  into 
his  own  pocket,  he  lias  a  rooted  dislike  to  opposing  a  project 
or  bill  whereby  any  of  his  attached  friends  are  to  profit  And, 
conceited  as  we  all  are,  I  think  most  men  exceed  him  in  the 
art  of  concealing  from  others  their  overweening  £uth  in  their 
own  sagacity  and  diacenunent 

Mr.  Thnrlow  Weed  was  of  coarser  monld  and  fibre, — fall, 
robust^  dark-featured,  shrewd,  resolute,  and'  not  over-scmpa* 
Ions, — keen-sighted,  though  not  fer-seeing.  Writing  slowly 
and  with  difficulty,  he  was  for  twenty  years  the  most  senten- 
tious and  pungent  wiiter  of  editorial  paragiuphs  on  the  Ameri- 
can press. 

In  pecuniary  matters,  he  was  i^cncrous  to  a  fault  while 
poor ;  he  is  said  to  be  less  so  since  he  became  rich ;  but  I  am 
no  longer  in  a  position  to  know.  I  cannot  doubt,  however, 
that  if  he  had  never  seen  Wall  Street  or  Washington,  had 
never  heard  of  the  Stock  Board,  and  had  lived  in  some  yet 
undiscovered  countiy,  where  legislation  is  never  bought  nor 
sold,  his  life  would  have  been  more  blameleBs,  useful,  and 
happy. 

I  was  sitting  beside  him  in  his  editorial  room  soon  after 
Governor  Seward's  election,  when  he  opened  a  letter  from  a 

brother  Wiig,  which  ran  substantially  thus :  — 

"  Dear  Weed  :  I  want  to  l)c  a  Bank  Commissioner.  You  know 
how  to  fix  it.  Do  BO,  and  diaw  on  me  for  whatever  som  you  may 
aee  fit.    Yours  truly." 
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In  an  instant,  his  face  became  pretematurally  black  with 
mingled  i-age  and  mortification.  "My  God!"  said  he,  "I 
knew  that  my  ])()litical  adversaries  thought  me  a  scoundrel, 
hut  I  ne\er  till  now  supposed  that  my  friends  did."  He  ai 
QQCd  lespQuded  to  the  overture  to  this  effect : — 

"Sir:  I  have  received  yotir  letter,  and  shall  lay  it  before  the 
Governor  elects  with  whom  it  wiU  doubtless  have  the  influence  it 
deserves.  Youra." 

0 

Though  geneiaUy  m  hesriy  accord^  fheae  &8t  friends  wem 
Mt  eatiielj  bo.  Sewwrd,  bom  in  comfortable  drcmnstanoea, 
and  educated  a  gentleman^  had  none  of  the  "Poor  White" 
prejudice  against  Blacks ;  while  it  was  otherwise  with  Weed, 

vrhose  origin  and  training  had  been  different.  My  New  Kng- 
land  birth  and  Federal  antecedents  saved  me  IVuin  sharing 
this  inthniity,  to  which  the  poverty  and  obscurity  oi"  my  boy- 
hcMxi  mi*^lit  else  have  exposed  me. 

I  was  early  l>rouL,dit  into  collision  with  both  my  seniors  on 
the  subject  of  a  Kegistry  Law.  Every  Wliig  who  had  been 
active  in  the  political  contests  of  this  city  -was  instinctively 
and  intensely  a  champion  of  a  registration  of  legal  voters; 
knirwing  well,  by  sad  expetience,  that,  in  its  absence,  enormous 
frands  toonr  damage  are  the  role,  and  honest  and  legal  votmg 
the  exception.  So,  in  the  first  legislature  of  our  State  that 
VBS  Whig  all  over,  a  biU  was  introduced,  with  my  very  hearty 
assent  and  active  support,  which  provided  for  a  r^istratkm 
of  votei^  here ;  and  it  had  made  such  headway  before  it  at- 
liarttd  the  serions  attention  of  Messrs.  Seward  and  Weed, 
tluit  all  their  oreat  influence  could  not  prevent  the  AVhig 
members  supj'ortin;:  and  [»a<??=(ini]f  it.  Vet  the  nu^isun-  \va??  so 
intensely  deprecated  ))y  tluan,  as  tendinis  to  alienate  the  un- 
distin^iished  poor,  and  especially  those  of  foreign  hii  th,  frnm 
our  side,  by  teaching  them  to  regard  the  Whigs  as  hostile  to 
their  rights,  that  the  purpose  of  vetoing  it  was  fiilly  formed 
and  confidentially  avowed;  and,  though  it  was  at  length 
abandoned,  and  the  bOl  signed,  Mr.  Weed  assured  me  that 
flie  Qovemcv  would  have  preferred  to  lose  his  right  hand. 
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Chi  one  importuil  qiiestioii*  Mr.  W  I  tviate  antipodes 

Believing  that  a  cniienqr  in  part  of  paper^  kept  at  per  with 
specie,  and  cnnent  in  every-  put  of  our  oountiy,  was  india^ 
pensable,  I  was  a  sealous  advocate  of  a  National  Bank;  whidi 

as  heartily  detested,  believing  that  its  supporters  woiiVd 
always  l>c  identified  iii  Lhe  populai  unud  with  ariskxiracy, 
monoijoly,  exclusive  privilege,  &c.  He  attempted,  more  tlian 
once,  to  overy>ear  my  rnnvictioiis  on  this  [)oint,  or  at  le<iat 
preclude  their  utterance,  but  was  at  lenc^th  broui^lit  appar- 
ently to  comprehend  that  this  was  a  poiat  on  which  we  must 
agiee  to  differ. 

T!ie  political  canvass  of  18d4  in  oar  State  was  nnliks  any 
other  ever  known.  The  advocacy  and  passage  of  the  Ke- 
hraska  Bill  had  disraganiaed  and  ssriously  weakened  the 
Democrats;  the  Whig  party  had  wasted  to  a  shadow,  yet  an 
august,  impoei]^  venetahie  shade;  tiie  question  of  liqncr 
Prohibition,  grown  suddenly  prominent  by  reason  of  its  suc- 
cess in  Maine,  was  Lipidlv  effacing,  or  at  least  overriding, 
party  lines;  while  the  Amciicuii,  or  "Know-Nothing"  move- 
ment had  not  only  a  consideralde,  though  iU-delincd,  genmue 
strength,  but  had  attracted  crowds  of  nominal  adherents, 
intent  on  diverse  special  ends.  Though  the  State  had  been 
two  or  three  year^  under  Demociatic  rule  by  large  majorities* 
no  one  could  sa&ly  guess  how  this  yearns  election  would  re** 
suit 

I  was  a  memher  of  the  first  anti-Nebraska  or  BepdUicBa 
State  Ckmvention,  which  net  at  Saratoga  Spring  m  Septem- 
ber; but  Messrs.  Weed  and  Seward  for  a  while  stood  aloof 
from  the  movement,  preferring  to  be  still  regarded  as  Whigs. 
We  made  no  nominatioiis  at  that  time,  but  provided  for  a 
nominating  convention  at  a  later  day;  meantime,  tlie  Whigs 
held  theirs,  and  nomiii  itui  M^Ton  H.  Clark  for  (Jovemor, 
with  Henry  J.  TiavTu  ud  fur  Lieutenant.  The  Ee]niblicaii3 
and  tlic  rrohibiLionists  severally  licld  conventions  tliereaft^r, 
and  adopted  tlicse  candidates,  tindini;  tliem  all  tliey  could 
ask.  Ihe  Democrats  had  been  rent  a^ssh  by  their  old  feud 
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respecting  Slavery  in  tlie  Terri tones:  the  "Softs"  running 
the  iiicunibent,  Hor.itio  Seymour;  the  "Hards,"  Greene  G. 
Bnuisoii,  for  Governor.  The  "  American "  candidate  was 
Daniel  ITlhuami.  When  the  vote  was  canvassed,  it  was 
found  thus  divided :  — 

Gvo.  Clark   166,804    LL'Cho,  Raymond    ...  157,in6 

Seymonr    ....     156,492  Ludlow  {Soft)    .  128,83a 

in]maiiii(^.) .  .  .  12a;S8a  8Gro^(^m.}.  *  ISl^OSr 

BraiMOtt   njSSl  Ibnl(Awri).  .      ftft|074  , 

The  "WhigB  liad  both  bnnohes  of  the  Legislataze  by  Uige 
iDijoritieei  and  thej  had  like  xnajorities  every  candidate 
on  tiieir  State  ticket  but  their  Gbvemor,  who  tvae  barely 
elected.  And,  though  the  ''Americans"  claimed  many  of 
the  memben  elects  and  with  reason,  we,  who  had  been  labor- 
ing to  secnie  4ihe  return  of  Gkwemor  Seward  to  the  Senate^ 
IcMw  that  we  had  succeeded, — that  many  of  the  votes  con- 
fidently ootmted  on  by  his  adyenaiies  were  sue  for  hioL 
Theie  were  some  members  who  actually  voted  against  him, 
who  would  have  voted  for  him  had  their  votes  been  needed. 

'When  all  was  beyond  contingency,  I  wrote  Governor 
Seward  a  private  letter,  intended  for  his  eye  alone;  but  the 
pointed  and  misleading  allusions  to  it  by  certain  of  the  Gov- 
emoi's  devoted  fbUowezs,  after  his  fiuluie  to  be  nominated 
for  Ftasident  at  Chicago  in  1860,  impelled  me  to  demand  it 
for  publication,  and  to  print  it  It  is,  tsffto^m,  as  follows : — 

HOEACE  GREELEY  TO  WTLLUM  H.  SEWARD. 

New  York,  Suturdav  Evening,  November  11,  1854. 
GrOVKBNOR  Seward  :  Tlio  Election  is  over,  and  its  results  Riif- 
ficiently  nwertained.  It  seems  to  me  a  fitting  time  to  announce 
to  you  the  dissolution  of  the  |>olitical  finn  of  Seward,  Wood,  and 
Greeley,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  junior  partner,  —  said  with- 
dmwal  to  take  efleot  on  the  moruiug  after  the  first  Tuesday  in 
February  next.  And,  as  it  may  seem  a  great  presumption  in  ms 
to  aspune  that  any  such  firm  existB,  especially  bLdm  the  pubUo 
was  advifled,  xather  more  than  a  ysar  agp^  by  an  editorial  issoript 
in  The  Evening  Journal  formaOyreadingmeoutof  the  Whig  parfy, 
tiiat  I  wai  Sstaemed  no  longer  flithor  vaeful  or  oniamsiital  in  the 
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P  ooncem,  you  will,  I  am  Kuro,  indulge  me  in  aomo  reouiuaoenoQi 

which  %eem  to  lH>tit  tiie  occasion. 

I  waa  a  jioor  young  printer  and  Editor  of  a  Literary  Journal, 
—  ft  very  active  and  bitter  Whig  in  a  snjuli  way,  but  uot  scekiug 
Co  be  known  out  of  my  own  Ward  Coouuitiee^  —  when,  after  the 
gmt  Poittioal  Bevukioii  of  1BS7, 1  «u  one  day  oftUed  to  the  City 
Hotel,  iriun  two  stnagen  iotroduoed  theoiMlTN  Thnriow 
Wood  and  Lewji.Bflnediet»  of  Albany.  They  told  me  tint  a  ohaap 
Ounpaign  Paper  of  a  ijeoiiliar  etamp  at  Albany  bad  been  leeolfed 
on,  and  that  I  had  been  selected  to  edit  it  The  announoeiiunt 
might  well  be  deemed  flatter  in:,'  bj  one  who  had  never  Ofeo  aonghi 
the  notice  of  the  great,  and  who  was  not  known  as  a  partiaaa 
writer ;  and  I  caj^crly  cmbracprl  their  proposal.  They  asked  me 
to  fix  my  salary  for  the  year  ;  I  named  $  1.000,  which  they  agreed 
to  ;  T  did  the  work  re-iuired,  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  It 
was  work  that.  ina<hj  no  tignre,  and  created  no  scnwition  ;  but  I 
love<l  it,  and  I  (bd  it  well.  W*hen  it  w.is  duuf,  yuu  wcru  liovtrnof, 
diapciisiu^  offices  worth  $  3,0U0  to  $  20,000  per  year  to  your  friends 
and  compatriots,  and  I  returned  to  my  garret  and  my  cruet,  axkd 
my  desperate  battle  with  pecuniary  obligationa  heaped  upon  ma 
by  bad  partnen  in  bniinem  and  the  diaaetrooa  eventa  of  1887. 
I  believe  it  did  not  then  ooovr  to  me  that  acme  oae  of  theee  abun- 
dant plaoee  might  have  been  oftared  to  me  without  tiguatice;  I 
now  ^ink  it  dumld  have  occurred  to  yov.  If  it  did  occur  to  mc^ 
1  was  not  the  man  to  ask  yon  li»r  it ;  I  think  that  should  not  have 
been  necessary.  I  only  remember  that  no  friend  at  Albany  in- 
quired as  to  my  pecnniarr  rirnim<?tanrcs  ;  that  yonr  friend  (but 
not  mine),  Rol)ert  C.  Wetniore,  was  o\u-  <>{'  the  chief"  dispensers  of 
your  ptttrouii^e  here  ;  and  that  sneh  de\otrd  eompatnot.s  n.s  A.  II. 
Wells  and  John  Hooks  were  bfted  by  you  out  ot"  ]»au|K)riisUi  into 
independence,  as  I  am  ^.dad  I  was  not  ;  and  yet  an  inquirj'  from 
you  m  to  my  ueedsi  and  muana  at  that  day  would  have  been  timely, 
and  held  ever  in  grateful  remembranoe. 

In  the  Hanieon  campaign  of  1840, 1  waa  again  deaignated  to 
adit  a  campaign  paper.  I  publiahed  it  at  well,  and  ought  to  have 
made  eomething  by  it,  in  Bfnte  of  ita  extremely  low  price ;  my  es- 
tmma  poverty  waa  the  main  reaaon  wliy  I  did  not  It  compelled 
mo  to  hire  prom  work,  mailings  Ao.,  done  by  the  job,  and  high 
ehaigea  tar  eocfera  worii  naariy  ate  me  npi  At  the  eloee^  I  waa  still 


Digitized  by  Google 


**SJSWAED,  WEED,  AND  GREELEY^  317 

without  property  and  in  debt ;  but  this  paper  had  rather  improved 
my  po&ition. 

Now  came  the  great  scramble  of  the  swell  mob  of  coon  min- 
strek  and  cider-suckers  at  AWushinorton,  —  I  not  being  c<)unto<l  in. 
Several  regiments  of  tUcni  weat  on  from  this  city  ;  but  no  one  of 
the  whole  crowd  —  though  I  say  it  who  sh«mki  not  —  had  done 
bf>  nnuh  toward  General  Harriiioii's  nomination  and  election  as 
vriur>>  n  .spect fully.  I  a.«^ktd  nothing,  expected  nothinpr ;  but  you, 
Goveriior  Seward,  ouu'ht  to  have  a.skcd  that  I  l>c  poiitnuiuster  of 
New  York.  Your  asking  would  hiive  been  in  vain  ;  but  it  would 
havf  Ihien  an  act  of  graoe  neither  wasted  nor  luideserved. 

I  S4x>u  after  started  Tiie  Tribime,  l^eeause  I  wius  iiru'tid  to  do 
80  by  certain  of  your  friendi*,  and  because  siu  h  a  [Kipor  w;us  needed 
here.  I  was  promised  certain  pecuni.ir\'  aid  in  m)  doing  ;  it  niii^ht 
have  l^n^n  given  me  without  cost  '»r  risk  to  iioy  on^*.  All  1  ever 
had  was  a  loitii  by  picc^iuieal  of  ij  1,0UU  from  James  CoggeshaU, 
God  bless  his  lionorod  memory !  I  did  not  ask  for  this  ;  antl  I 
think  it  is  the  one  solu  case  in  whi<*h  T  ever  received  a  pecuniar}' 
&vor  from  a  poHficuI  a^^ocinte.  X  am  very  thanks  that  ho  did 
not  die  till  it  w:i.s  fully  repaid. 

And  hero  let  me  honor  one  grateful  recollect  i«^n.  When  the 
Whig  pnrty  under  your  rule  had  offices  to  i:ive,  my  name  w:i« 
never  tiiou^dit  of ;  but  when,  in  1845  -  4.'i,  we  were  hojHi'lc.ssly  out 
of  power,  I  was  honored  with  the  j^rty  nomination  for  State 
Printer.  When  we  came  again  to  have  a  State  Printer  to  fleet  as 
well  as  nominate,  the  place  went  to  Weed,  as  it  ought.  Yet  it  is 
worth  something  to  know  that  there  was  once  a  time  when  it  was 
not  deemed  too  great  a  sacrifice  to  recognize  me  as  belonging  to 
your  household.  If  a  new  office  had  not  since  been  created  on  pur> 
pow  to  give  its  valimble  patronage  to  H.  J.  Baymond,  and  enable 
St  John  to  show  forth  his  Times  as  the  organ  of  the  Wliig  Stttto 
Administration,  I  should  have  been  still  mm  gnUeful. 

In  1848,  jour  star  again  rose,  and  my  ifannMt  bopeewm 
realized  in  yolir  election  to  the  Senate.  I  vbb  no  longer  needy, 
and  had  no  more  claim  than  deeire  to  be  recogniied  bj  General 
Taylor.  I  think  I  had  some  cUim  to  forbearance  from  you. 
Wliat  I  received  thereupon  was  a  most  humiliating  lectim}  in  the 
shape  of  a  dedaion  in  the  libel-oaee  of  Redfield  and  Pringle,  and  an 
ciMiigprtion  to  pabliah  it  in  my  own  and  the  other  journal  of  our 
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Btipposcd  fiTTn.  I  thought,  auU  still  think,  this  lorttire  noodlos^ly 
cruel  and  ni< 'ftifviny;.  The  plaintiiVti,  after  \ising  my  columns  to 
the  (.'xtcut  of  their  itoeds  or  desire?*,  Rtop|KHl  writm;:,  uiid  callt d  on 
mo  for  the  name  of  their  a-ssuiluiiL  1  jirulFerud  it  to  them,  —  a 
tborou^'hly  reapoiisU)!^  uaiue.  Thej  refused  to  accept  it,  uuIcmb  it 
■botdd  prure  to  bt  on*  of  Hm  liMir  or  fit« fint  iimb  id  BMKfkl 
— when  they  had  known  tnm  the  firat  who  it  wm,  and  tbit  it 
wMndther  of  tfaenk  Thijwinild  not  Moopt  thai  wliMhthiqrlMMi. 
dmanJed;  thojr  me^  ma  inataad  for  montj;  and  monej  joa 
wcve  at  lOwrt J  to  giva  them  to  jour  baert*i  oonlent  I  do  not 
think  yoa  ttert  al  libeitj  to  hnmiliate  me  in  the  eyoa  of  ipy  own 
and  your*.pnblio  aa  joa  did.  I  think  you  exakad  jour  own 
judicial  sternness  and  fearlessness  unduly  at  my  expense.  I 
think  yon  hiu!  a  VH^ttor  occasion  for  the  displiiyof  these  qurditiea 
when  Webb  threw  himi»t.lf  untimely  upon  you  fur  a  ptmiou  which 
he  had  done  all  a  man  ooidd  do  to  draikerit,  (Uia  paper  in  payii^ 
you  fiT  it  n<i«  ) 

1  hikvu  publicly  iitjt  forth  my  view  of  your  and  our  duty  with 
respect  to  Fusion,  Nebraska  and  party  designations.  I  will  not 
ropaat  any  of  that  I  have  nfenredaho  to  Wead'i  nadiog  na  out 
of  the  Whig  party,  — my  orina  being  in  thia,  aa  in  aoow  other 
things,  thai  of  doing  to^y  what  more  politic  peraona  will  not  ba 
ready  to  do  till  to-moirow. 

Let  me  epeak  of  the  kte  eanvaaa.  I  waa  onoe  eont  to  On- 
gtem  for  ninety  daya,  merely  to  enaUe  Jim  Brooke  to  eeeure  a 
scat  therein  for  four  years.  I  think  I  never  hinted  to  any  human 
being  that  I  woidd  have  liked  to  bo  put  forwnnl  for  any  place. 
But  James  W.  White  (you  hardly  kn">w  how  good  and  true  a  man 
ho  iw)  stiirted  mv  nnmo  for  ConLrress,  and  Hrooks's*  parked  dele- 
gation thouL'hr  1  rouhl  heip  kmi  thruugh,  m  1  wn^  put  on  behmd 
him.  But  this  last  S}»rin!».  aft^  the  Nebraska  question  hjwl 
created  a  new  state  of  Uangii  at  the  North,  one  or  two  pcniuiud 
friends,  of  no  political  consideration,  sug^^stcd  my  name  as  a 
eandidate  for  Governor,  and  1  did  not  diaoourugo  tham.  Sooo^ 
the  penNMiB  who  were  afterward  mainly  inatnunental  in  nominafc* 
Ing  daric  oama  about  me^  and  aekad  if  I  eoidd  eeeure  the  Knov- 

*  If  I  nm  not  raintaken,  this  judjnucnt  is  the  only  speech,  letter,  or  docu- 
awnt,  addnMdl  to  tlM  pnblk^  hi  wUdi  joa  ever  iwoanbed  nj  eaiilaBse.  I 
hope  I  VMy  BoC  go  dDwa  to  poMriiy  is  vahUaMd  dMNia* 
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HoUung  vota^  I  told  than  I  mstUMr  mid  not  would  tcmdi  H,  — » 
on  the  oootmy,  I  hwthed  tad  repelled  it  Hwreupon,  thej 
tuned  upon  Cbrk. 

I  nid  nothu^  did  nothii^  A  hniMlnd  people  auked  me 
vho  ilMNild  be  ran  Ibr  Cbveraor.  I  aometimee  iiklicated  Patter* 
eon  i  I  ii0fer  hinted  at  mj  own  name.  Bnt  hj  and  l)y  Weed 
fluie  dmm  and  called  me  to  him,  to  teQ  mo  why  he  oonU  not 
•qpport  me  for  Govenur.  (I  had  never  askad  nor  oountod  on  hie 
niiport) 

I  am  aore  Weed  did  not  mean  to  hnmiliBte  me^  hot  he  did  Ifc 
The  iqnhot  of  hia  dieoome  (veiy  oavtiomly  atated)  was  this :  If  I 
veiB  n  candidate  for  QoTemarp  I  abouM  heat  not  myself  only,  bnt 
yoo.   Peritapa  that  waa  traa  But,  as  I  hedinnomamier  aoUoited 

his  or  yonr  anpport,  I  thought  this  might  have  been  said  to  my 
firiends,  mth^  than  to  ma  I  suspect  it  is  true  that  I  could  not 
have  been  elected  Governor  as  a  ^Vhig.  But  had  he  and  jou  been 
&Torablc,  there  would  have  been  a  party  in  the  State^  ere  this, 
which  could  and  would  have  elected  me  to  any  post,  without  in- 
jurinL'  mvself  or  endangerinfir  vour  reelection. 

It  wus  in  vain  that  1  ur;,a'ii  tliat  I  liad  in  no  manner  asked  a 
rnimiuition.  At  lenirth,  I  was  nettled  by  his  laniruaLie  —  well 
intended,  Imt  vtri-y  cuttinir,  as  addressed  by  luin  to  nie  —  to  s;iv, 
in  sTjbstance,  "Well,  then,  niakc  Patterson  (Governor,  and  try  my 
ruiuie  for  Lieutenant.  To  lose  this  place  is  u  matter  (>{  no  ixu- 
pLtrtaiiee,  and       can  see  whether  I  am  really  so  (wlious," 

I  slioiild  have  hated  to  serve  as  Lieuteiutni -Governor,  but  I 
should  have  «rloried  in  running  for  the  post  I  want  to  have  my 
enemies  all  u\xm  me  at  onee,  -1  am  tired  of  ti;,'htin^  them  piece- 
nit^al.  ^Vnd,  althouirh  I  shctnld  luivc  been  beaten  iu  the  ca.uva4»s,  I 
know  that  my  runuiug  would  have  helped  the  ticket  and  helped 
luy  paper. 

It  was  thon^t  hmt  to  let  the  matter  take  another  course, 
lio  other  name  conld  have  Ucn  put  upon  the  ticket  so  bitterly 
hiimhlinir  to  me  as  that  whieh  was  selected.  The  nomination  w:is 
givtn  to  liaymon<l.  — -  the  tii^ht  left  tome.  Ami,  (joveruur  Seward, 
/  imi-*'  mrulf  it,  thou^li  it  Ix"  conceited  in  me  to  say  so.  '^^^lat 
little  tii:ht  there  lia.-*  been,  I  have  stirred  up.  Even  Weed  has  not 
hi  ell  (I  speak  of  his  ])a{)er)  hearty  in  this  contest,  wliile  tlie  jour- 
nai  of  the  Whig  jLieuteaaat-Govemor  has  taken  care  of  its  own 
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interests  and  let  the  canvjiss  take  care  of  itself,  as  it  eajly  cleclanHl 
it  would  do.  That  journal  has  (because  of  its  milk-and-water 
course)  some  twenty  thousand  subscribers  in  this  city  and  its  svil^- 
urbs;  and  of  these  twenty  thousand,  I  venture  to  say,  more  voted 
for  Ullmann  and  Scroggs  than  for  Clark  and  Raymond ;  The  Tribune 
(also  bec^uise  of  its  character)  has  but  eight  thousand  subscribers 
within  the  same  radius  ;  and,  I  venture  to  say  that,  of  its  habitual 
readers,  nine  tenths  voted  for  Clark  and  Rivymond,  very  few  for 
Ullmann  and  Scroggs.  I  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  contest,  and 
take  a  terrible  responsibilityy  in  order  to  prevent  the  Whigs  uniting 
upon  James  W.  Barker,  in  older  to  defeat  Fernando  Wood.  Had 
Barker  been  elected  here,  neither  you  nor  I  oould  walk  those 
Streets  without  being  hooted,  and  Know-Nothingism  would  have 
swept  like  a  pmirie-fire.  I  stopped  Barker's  election  at  the  ooat  of 
incuning  the  deadliest  enmity  of  the  defeated  gjuag,  and  I  have 
been  rebuked  for  it  by  the  Lieutenant-( Governors  paper.  At  the 
critical  moment,  he  came  ;out  against  John  Wheeler  in  favor  of 
Charles  H.  Marshall  (irfto  would  have  been  your  deadliest  enemj 
in  the  House) ;  and  even  yoiur  Colonel-General's  paper,  which  ^-as 
even  with  me  in  insisting  that  Wheeler  should  ho  rctnt  r  ].  wheelod 
ftl  out  at  the  last  moment,  and  went  in  for  M;inshall,  —  The 
Tribune  alone  clinging  to  Wheeler  to  the  last  T  rejoice  that  tliej 
who  turned  so  suddenly  were  not  able  to  turn  all  their  residers. 

Governor  Seward,  I  know  that  some  of  your  most  oherisJied 
friends  think  me  a  great  obstacle  to  your  advanoementt  —  that 
John  Schoolcmft^  for  one,  insists  that  you  and  Weed  shall  not  be 
identified  with  me.  I  trust,  after  a  time,  you  will  not  be.  I  trust 
I  shall  never  be  found  in  oppontion  to  yon ;  I  have  no  further 
wish  but  to  glide  out  of  the  new^per  woild  as  quietly  and  as 
speedily  as  possible,  join  my  &mllj  in  Europe,  and*  if  posBtble^ 
stay  there  quite  a  time, — long  enough  to  oool  my  fevered  brain 
and  renovate  my  overtasked  oneEgies.  AH  I  ask  is  that  we  ahall 
he  counted  even  on  the  moniing  after  the  first  Tuesday  in  Febm- 
siy,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  I  may  thereafter  tske  such  oounse  as 
swims  best^  without  reference  to  the  past 

Ton  have  done  me  acts  of  valned  kindness  in  the  line  of  your 
pfofession,  let  me  dose  with  the  assuraooe  that  these  will  ever 
begrateftinyremembeiedl^ 

HOBACB  QsHEflT. 

Bo*.  Wm.  H.  Sawjum,  TtmmU 
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Seeing  nothing  ii^  this  letter  ihiit  requires  explazntion,  I 

simply  add  tliat  my  personal  relations  with  Grovemor  Seward 
were  wholly  unchanged  by  it.  We  met  frequently  and  cor- 
dially after  it  wa-s  MTitton,  and  we  very  freely  conferred 
and  cijoperated  during  the  lon^  stni;,'gle  in  Conirr*  f<<r  Kansas 
aiiil  Free  Labor.  He  undci^toud  tis  well  as  I  did  that  my 
position  with  regaixi  to  him,  thougli  more  independent  than  it 
had  be€!i,  was  nowise  hostile,  and  that  I  was  as  ready  to* 
rapport  his  advancement  as  that  of  any  other  statesman, 
whenever  my  judgment  should  tell  me  that  the  public  good 
iBiiiiiied  it  I  was  not  his  advarsaiy;  hut  mf  own  and  m j 
ttMuitij*s  Ifeeman. 

In  the  Spring  of  1869,  Gorenunr  Sewaid  eiossed  the  At-> 
hntic ;  visiting  Egypt,  tiaTeming  Syria  and  other  portions  of 
Ana  Minor,  as  wdl  as  nrach  of  Einope.  Soon  after  his  ve- 
tarn,  he  came  one  evening  to  my  seat  in  Dr.  Chapin's 
church, ^ — as  lie  had  repeatedly  done  during  fanner  visits  to 
nnr  city, —  and  T  nowi-ecall  this  as  the  l;«st  occasion  on  which 
w«  ever  met.  The  S<*riptinx'  lesson  of  t  lie  evening  wa«?  the 
thirt^'-fir^t  chapter  of  Proverbs,  which  rerouats  the  merits 
and  proclaims  the  honors  of  the  virtuous  woman  ;  enumerat- 
iqg,  among  the  latter,  that  "Her  husband  is  kno%vn  in  the 
gites,  when  he  sitteUi  among  the  elders  of  the  land."  "  Two 
months  ago"  thereupon  observed  Governor  Seward,  **I  was 
iKiTeUing  in  Syria»  with  a  Turkish  fenan  and  other  docn- 
nents,  which  prodaimed  me,  I  Infer,  a  person  of  some  conse- 
qiienoe ;  sinoe  the  'head  fnnctionaij  of  a  village  where  I 
halted  and  pmented  my  papers  receiyed  me  with  the  greatest 
distmction,  and,  ss  a  final  proof  of  his  regard,  invited  me  to 
iH  with  him  in  the  gate,  as,  flanked  by  the  elders,  he  heard 
complaiDt^  and  defences,  and  rendered  judgment  thereon." 
So  unehandna  are  the  essential  habits  and  of  Die 

A«;iaric3,  that  foreign  coiKjiiest  —  Egypt  inn,  Assyrian.  Pcr-ian, 
Grtjfek,  EoTTian,  Sanicen,  (  'rnsader,  and  Osmanli  —  hnd,  along 
with  Tnon»  than  thiity  centuries,  rolled  their  effacing  suiges 
over  that  region,  yet  here  are  the  chiefs  of  the  respective 

villages  or  tribes  judging  the  people  as  of  old,  smronnded 

si 


Digitized  by  Google 


822 


SBCOLLECnONS  OF  A  BUST  UFEL 


and  ommaeUed  \fj  the  eldeiB;  fl2)d  any  omiiient  stranger  la 
umtedi  as  a  maik  of  honor,  to  ait  with  tiiem,  as  he  vas  in  (or 
before)  the  reign  of  Solomon. 

B068  Browne  found  bat  one  man  doing  anything  in  Syria ; 
and  he  was  felling  off  a  house.  It  is  well  to  be  usefully  busy ; 
yet  quiet  aud  tenacious  cotiteutment  with 

**  The  good  old  w«js, —off  wsT*,  wbott  Qia»  m  good,** 

is  not  devoid  of  recommendation,  and  even  advantage. 

I  have  often,  during  these  lat«r  years,  lK»en  unable  to  agree 
with  (rovcinor  Spward,  —  liavo  sonictinies  quito  pointedly 
dissented  from  l\is  views  of  LTivat  ])u1)lic  questions.  It  is  not 
probable  that  we  shall  ever  again  be  as  near  to  each  other  as 
we  have  been.  That  his  ends  have  ever  been  patriotic,  1  will 
not  doubt  J  that  his  means  have  sometimes  hoen  mistaken,  I 
think  his  warmest  friends  must  admit  That  he  once  aspired 
to  the  PresidencT^  is  a  truth,  but  no  repiroach ;  able,  wise,  and 
good  men  haye  done  so,  without  impeachment  of  their  pa- 
triotism or  abatement  of  their  usefulness.  Still,  one  who  has 
all  but  clutched  the  glittering  pri2e»  yet  feiled  to  secure  i^ 
al^ys  thereafter  seems  to  have  suffered  from  the  as{ni«tion 
or  the  failure,  —  possibly  from  both.  Great,  intellect!  1  ally, 
as  Daniel  Wel)ster  was,  he  woidd  have  l)een  morally  greater, 
and  every  way  more  useful  and  honored,  had  he  sternly  re- 
sponded "  Get  thee  "behind  me,  Satan  1"  to  everv  suLiizestion 
that  he  might  yet  attain  the  Presidency.  J  lio|>e  Mr.  Seward 
will  outlive,  if  he  has  not  already  outlived,  his  ambition,  and 
will  find  leisirre  and  incitement  to  ^mte  of  what  he  has  seen 
and  known  during  his  all  but  a  lialf-centuiy  of  devotion  to 
public  afiairs.  Doubtless,  he  could  dear  up  points  which 
now  seem  obscure  and  puzzling ;  and  I  will  hope  he  would 
succeed  in  showiiig  that>  even  when  most  denounced  and 
execrated,  he  was,  however  mistaken,  feithful  in  heart  and 
purpose  to  Justice^  to  lYeedom,  and  the  imliftftoMft  Bights  of 
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IK  tiie  Auttmm  of  1854,  my  wife  took  pa88age»  with  our 
two  flnrviving  childmn,  for  Europe,  under  a  pledge  that  I 
flhoiild  follow  and  rujuin  her  tlie  ensuing  Spring.  As  those 
ebildtea  were  leas  than  six  and  four  yeais  old  respectiYely,  I 
did  not  believe  she  had  the  courage  to  start  on  such  a  jour- 
ney without  me  to  a  continent  wheieon  she  had  scarcely  an 
acquaintance;  but  when  I  at  length  said  to  her,  " If  you  are 
really  going,  I  must  engage  your  passage,"  she  replied,  En- 
gage it^  tiien";  and  I  did  so.  She  went  accordingly,  and 
spent  the  ensuing  Winter  quietly  in  London ;  where  I  joined 
her  late  in  April  ensuing.  In  a  few  days^  I  ran  over  in  ad- 
vanoe  to  Ptois,  where  I  hired  a  little  cottage  just  outside  of 
the  then  western  barrier  TEtoile  or  octroi  gate,  which  sepa- 
rates the  Avenue  Champs  Elyaees  from  the  street  outside, 
which  leads  to  the  Bois  de  Bolougne,  to  Pbssy,  and  to  Neuilly. 
Here  my  wife  soon  rejoined  me  with  our  children,  two  female 
finendst,  and  the  husband  of  one  of  them;  and  here  we 
remained  till  late  in  June,  visiting  the  second  World's  Expo- 
sition, the  Louvre,  the  Grarden  of  Plants,  the  Invalides,  Notre 
Dame,  the  Field  of  Mars,  the  Madeleine,  Phe-la-Chaise,  &c, 
&c.,  and  making  (or  renewing)  a  very  few  French  with  many 
American  arcpiaintanoes.  Ihe  Spring  was  remarkably  cold, 
backward,  cloudy,  and  rainy, — very  unlike  our  proooncep- 
tions  of  "sunny  Trance"  and  our  enjoj-ment  of  Paris  did  not 
fulfil  our  expectations;  yet  the  six  weeks  tlms  spent  are  fixed 
in  my  memnr}'  as  the  nearest  approach  Uf  leisure  I  have 
known  during  the  last  thirty  years.  For,  though  still  occu- 
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pied,  and  even  hwy,  thioughont  neaily  erery  day,  I  wob  hu 
80  than  in  any  fonner  six  weeks  sinoe  I  first  landed  in  New 
York.  I  spent  mucli  time  in  the  Exposition,  trying  to  coni- 
prehend  it ;  but  I  was  not  a  jnror^  as  I  had  been  in  Londoii 
four  years  pievionsly,  and  I  did  not  fed  required  to  study 
this  Exposition  so  persistently,  so  systematitully,  jus  1  had 
studied  the  former.  B(  sides,  it  did  not  impress  me  so  favor- 
ably nor  interest  me  so  deeidy  as  that  did.  Tlie  edifice  was 
of  stone ;  hence,  far  more  massive,  gloomy,  crypt-like,  tlian 
tho  Hyde  Park  marvel  ;  and  the  French  seemed  to  me  iiifo- 
rior  in  the  skill  requiied  for  lucid  armngtnient  and  ckssifica- 
tioo.  This  judgment  maj  have  been  the  diotate  of  prejudice 
or  ignorance ;  I  only  speak  as  1  Mt,  and  record  an  abiding 
impression.  Two  hours  of  impulsiTe  wandering  and  gaaqg 
in  the  Paris  Ezpodtion  fatigued  me  more  than  four  hoina^ 
steady  work  as  a  jurofr  in  its  London  pfecursor ;  and  I  learned 
immeasQiably  more  from  that  of  '51  than  I  did  from  that  of 
'55.  In  &ct,  the  only  point  on  which  my  little  all  ot  knoid- 
ed^e  seems  to  have  been  permanently  enlanied  by  the  latter 
is  that  I  think  1  ohtaiiied  here  some  faint,  nule  conception 
of  the  peculiarities  and  merits  of  the  schoul  of  art  termed 
pre-KaphaeliLe,"  —  I  cannot  say  how  aptly.  I  was  deeply, 
though  not  altogether  favnnd)ly,  iiu] tressed  by  the  works  of 
J.  E.  Millais,  Holman  Hunt,  and  other  apostles  of  this  school, 
whose  woriis  here  first  arrested  my  attention  ;  and  1  now  re- 
call a  picture  of  "  The  Dead  Ophelia  "  (hy  mUaia,  if  I 
remember),  which  evinced  a  pains-taking  fidelity,  and  made  a 
-vivid,  though  unpleasant^  impression.  I  trust  tibat  this  school 
has  not  yet  attained  its  fdlness  of  development^  or  at  lesst 
had  not  in  1855 }  if  it  had,  the  grand  achievemeniB  of  Ba> 
phael,  of  Titian,  and  of  Murillo  are  in  little  danger  of  being 
eclipsed  or  superseded  by  those  of  its  disciples  or  devoteea 
Still,  the  fact  remains,  that,  of  the  many  pictures  exhibited  in 
the  Fine  Arts  division  of  the  Paris  Exposition,  I  remember 
none  hesich'  so  distinctly,  so  vividly,  as  those  of  the  British 
pre-liajjliaelit^s,  so  called,  thoncfh  several  ol"  the  i'rench 
painters  of  our  day  evince  decided  merit. 
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Paria  is  the  I^mdise  of  thoughtless  boys  witli  full  pu  1- 
ets;  but  I,  if  ever  thousrhtles*',  had  ceased  to  be  a  Vtoy  soTne 
time  ere  I  first  ^Teet^  the  "  gay,  bright,  airy  city  of  the 
Seine"  I  presuine  1  could  now  enjoy  a  week  of  the  careless 
mmy  life  of  her  mob  ci  genteel  idlers ;  but  a  month  of  it ' 
would  sate  and  hore  me.  To  nae  nluctantly  to  •  late  break- 
hst;  trifle  away  the  dxf,  from  noon  to  6  P.  M.,  in  riding  and 
sig^t^aeeing ;  dtne  ebboiately ;  and  thenceforwaid  spend  the 
«vQning  «t  theatre^  opeia»  or  paity,  ia  a  nrattne  that  soon  teUa 
on  OQB  who  is  indntated  in  the  habit  of  making  the  most  of 

I  mry  no  man  bia  bappineas ;  I  envy 
least  of  an  the  ple^ure>seeker»  wbo  chases  his  nimble,  co- 
quettish butterfly,  year  in,  year  out,  alon<:if  the  Boulevards  and 
aioand  the  "  Places  "  of  the  giddy  metropolis  of  France. 


And  here  let  me  turn  aside  to  say  that  the  very  common 
a^iimti(Mi  of  our  yoong  men  to  spend  »  year  or  more  in  fois 
eign  travel  seems  to  me  inconsiderate  and  mistaken.  No  one 
ii  fit  to  travel  in  forei^  lands  till  be  has  mode  liimself  pretty 
thoioaghly  acquainted  with  hia  own ;  and  the  yonth  who  *— 
%nonnt  of  Histoiy,  of  AH,  of  Languages,  and  veiy  slenderly 
lened  even  in  Natural  Saienoe  —  luiciee  that  he  can  pay  hia 
way  while  traversing  Europe  1>}  writing  for  the  Press,  evinces 
inoidioate,  j)reposterons  presomption.  If  I  seem,  in  ssyiTig 
this,  to  condemn  myself,  so  be  it;  but  remeuilier  I  was  more 
thaii  forty  yeai^s  old,  and  had  liiid  a  full  d'>zeii  years'  I'auiil- 
iarity  witli  public  affairs,  bctoix'  1  st  t  my  fa*  e  towanl  the  Old 
World;  yet,  evni  thus,  I  doubt  not  that  my  lettei-s  alxninded 
in  bhuiders  and  yfidrhnnrs  w  liich  a  riper  knowledj»e,  a  l>etter 
pr^'paration,  for  foreign  travel,  would  bave  tauglit  me  to  avoid. 
As  it  was,  T  ^^Tote  for  a  circle  of  reatlers  of  whom  many  were 
glad  to  look  through      eyes  becanse  they  uoert  nun^  —  that 

became,  having  read  my  writings  for  years,  they  were  in* 
tarested  in  knowing  how  Bmope  would  impress  me,  and  what 
I  should  find  there  to  admire  or  to  onndemn.  Had  not  this 
been  the  caaa» — had  I  addressed  readsn  to  whom  I  was  un« 
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known  or  iudifferent,  —  I  could  not  liave  deemed  my  letters 
worth  their  attention,  nor  likely  to  attniet  it. 

T  say,  then,  most  euniestly,  to  eveiy  youth  anxious  tu  go 
abi();\d,  tr.ive^rse  Europe,  aud  pay  his  way  by  "ttTitini^  for  some 
.  journal,  '*  Tarry  at  Jericho  till  your  beard  be  «^rowii.  '  I  never 
]mew  but  one  of  your  class  —  Bayard  Taylor  —  who  achieved 
a  real  success  in  thus  travelling ;  and  he  left  home  a  good 
type-setter,  with  some  knowledge  of  modern  languages ;  so 
that  he  stopped  and  worked  at  hia  tiade  whenever  hie  fimds 
ran  short;  yet,  even  thii8»  he  did  not  wholly  pay  his  way 
doling  the  two  years  he  devoted  to  his  del^htfol  "Yiem 
Afoot"  I  know  it ;  for  I  employed  and  paid  him  aU  that  his 
letters  were  faurly  worth,  though  not  nearly  so  much  as  his 
letters  now  righteously  command.  He  practised  a  systematic 
and  careful  economy ;  yet  lui  went  away  witli  money,  and  re- 
turned with  the  clothes  on  his  baek,  and  (I  judge)  very  Httle 
more.  My  young  friend,  if  you  tbink  yourself  better  qualified 
tban  be  was,  ahead,  and  "  do  "  Kiin j})e  !  Init  don't  ask  me 
to  further  your  scheme ;  for  I  hold  that  you  may  far  better 
stay  at  home,  apply  youzself  to  some  useful  branch  of  produo- 
tive  industry,  help  pay  our  National  Debt,  and  accomolate 
a  little  independence  whereon,  by  and  by,  to  tiavel  (if  yon 
choose)  as  a  gentleman,  and  not  with  but  a  sheet  of  peper 
between  you  and  starvation.  It  is  bad  to  be  ragged  and  hun- 
giy  at  home ;  it  is  infinitely  worse  to  be  destitute  in  a  foreign 
country,  where  eveiy  one  feels  that  you  have  no  moral  light 
to  subtract  from  his  means  or  add  to  his  burdens.  Even  if 
willing  to  be  a  begijar  and  a  A  ai^Mhond,  be  content  to  burdeu 
your  country,  and  go  not  abroad  to  tbsgraceherl  The  bor- 
rowing Yankee  is  a  nuisance  anywliere  ;  but  he  i«5  a  fri^litfu], 
hideous  pest  in  those  portions  of  Europe  must  freq^uented  by 
Americans. 

If  I  were  to  spend  a  year  at  leisure  in  the  Old  World,  I 
think  I  should  give  a  month  of  it  to  London,  another  to  tlie 
residue  of  the  British  Isles,  a  third  to  France,  a  fourth  to  Ger- 
many, a  month  to  Borne,  another  to  the  realm  of  Victor  Km* 
manud^  or  what  the  Pope  tenna  "  the  aub-Alpino  kingdom,'* 
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and  the  remaiiuiig  half  of  the  year  to  Switzerland,  —  not  po- 
litical, but  geographical,  Switzerland,  which  indades  Savoj 
and  the  TyidL  I  wotxld  cross  the  ocean  in  June,  land  at 
Hiayie  or  Antwerp,  make  my  way  directly  to  the  Alps,  and 
tliere  remain  until  driven  down  their  southward  sloping  vales 
hy  the  coming  on  of  Winter.  Then  I  would  descend  to 
Ifilan,  pitfs  eastward  to  Venice,  and  hack,  by  Bologna  and 
Florence,  to  Roiik-  ;  hieing  therefrom  to  Naples  to  greet  the 
ailverit  of  Spring;  steaming:  ihciice  to  M;irseilles,  and  crossing 
Fnin(  e  by  Lyons  and  Pariis,  to  finish  my  tour  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 


I  crossed  the  Alps  twice  in  my  former  visit  to  Europe ;  first 
hy  Mont  Cenis,  from  Lyons  to  Turin ;  returning,  via  Milan, 
across  the  pass  of  St  Gothard  to  Lucerne  and  Basle.  The 
long  June  day  in  which  I  tiaveised,  by  diligence.  Savoy,  from 
the  frontier  (alas  I  the  frontier  no  longer)  of  France  to  the 
CKsA  of  Mont  Cenis,  is  one  of  the  brightest  that  lives  in  my 
memory ;  next  to  that  stands  that  wherein  I  left  Milan  at  6 
A.  M.,  travelled  fifteen  miles  by  rail  to  Monza,  and  thence 
skirted  by  dili«?ence  Like  Coino,  crossed  iiitu  the  valley  of 
the  Til  inu,  wliich  we  woniul  stcatlily  up  to  the  little  village 
or  hamlet  of  Airolo,  at  tlie  toot  uf  the  pass  of  St.  Gothard, 
very  near  the  upjjer  limit  ot  cult  i\  at  ion.  liesting  l  iere  for 
the  night,  and  crossing  the  suminit  of  the  pass  nl-  rt  noon, 
we  rattled  down  to  tlie  Lake  of  Altorf,  whereon  a  tmy  steam- 
boat conveyed  us  to  Lucerne  before  nightfall  Though  the 
plains  of  Italy  glowed  beneath  a  July  sun,  and  the  Vine,  the 
Miaijse,  and  the  Chestnut  dung  tenadoiuly  to  the  valley  of 
the  Ticino,  still  they  were  successively  constrained,  by  the 
increasing  cold,  to  abandon  it  We  found  little  besides  Oats, 
Potatoes,  and  Grass  growing  around  Airolo ;  and  these  for- 
sook us  a  little  further  up ;  so  that,  at  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
a  chill  storm  wuis  pilinir  new  snow  upon  tlie  still  formidable 
drifts  of  the  preceding  AVinter  (p)en  liiince  of  a  tliousaritl  Win- 
ters;, and  the  tuiuMing,  roaring  latMik^;  \vere  fr(M|U<Mitly  seen 
emeiging  from  beneath  ice  of  itmple  thickness  and  solidity. 
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On  my  kter  visit  to  Eui  i  ,  I  left  Pfeiu  with  mjUxoStf  ia 
June ;  travelled  \j  xail  to  Dijon,  c  upital  of  the  kingdom  of 

BuTfzuudyihstwas,  —  the  palace  of  whose  kings  is  now  a  nra- 
scma  of  deeply  interesting  relics  of  that  muuarcby, — -and, 
after  spending  a  brif^ht  day  there,  we  took  diligence  at  9  P. 
were  toiling  up  tlie  Juia  next  foreiiuoii,  and  were  soon  rattling 
down  their  soutlieiustern  siope,  xvlience  we  reached  Geneva 
before  night.  Passing  thence  up  the  valley  of  the  Arve  to 
Chamonix,  we  spent  five  days  there  in  deeply  interested  ob- 
semttion  of  the  adjacent  peaks  and  glaciers.  I  gave  one  day 
to  a  visit  to  Montanvert  and  the  Mer  de  Glace  (Sea  of  Ice), 
across  which  cattle  are  annually  driven  —  a  piactioal  path 
being  fiist  nuide  by  cutting  ice  and  filling  oievioeB — to  a 
annny  southern  slope  C^the  Garden*^,  9,000  feet  above  tide- 
level,  on  'sn  aiiQaoent  mountain,  where  they  are  pastured  tOl 
snow  &]I8  and  lies,  and  then  driven  back  to  the  valley  whence 
they  came.  The  ice  of  the  Mer  de  Glace  is  so  frequently 
seamed  with  deep  cracks  and  crevices  ;us  to  afford  most  unsiife 
footing  for  novices  in  Alpine  pedestrian  ism  ;  and  1,  for  out?, 
was  glad  to  turn  about,  when  T  had  gone  Itut  half-way  acrutss 
it,  and  regain  tlie  solid  gixiuiid  1  had  eagerly  left.  You  climb 
thence  nearly  a  thousand  feet  to  tlie  perch  known  as  Montan* 
vert,  whence  a  good  view  is  had,  in  clear-weather,  of  seveial 
lofty  peaks,  Mont  Blanc  included ;  and,  when  I  liad  thenoe 
made  my  way  down  to  Chamonix  (you  ascend  on  hoiae  or 
mule  hackbut  descend  slowly  on  foot),  I  was  as  dreary  as  any 
one  need  wish  to  be. 

During  my  absence  on  this  trip,  my  wifo  had  undertakeii 
to  visit,  with  oar  children,  the  Glacier  de  Boissons,  which 
seems  scarcely  a  mile  distant  fVom  the  hotels  at  ChamouLx, 
and  easily  accessible;  but  slie  had  failed  to  reach  it,  lost  her 
way,  and  been  obliged  to  hire  a  peasant -w  oman  t^j  pilot  her, 
and  cany  <»ur  fagLfcd-uut  y«ningt'r  I'hild,  hack  to  our  hotel.  I 
laughed  at  this  misadventure  when  we  met,  and  volunteeivd 
to  lead  the  party  next  morning  straight  up  to  the  glacier 
aforesaid,  so  tliat  they  might  put  their  hands  on  it  \  but,  cm 
tiying  it>  I  £uled  miserably.   So  many  deep  ravines  and  steep 
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mor(iin4's  were  found  to  bar  our  way,  ^^  here  all  soemed  smooth 
aud  level  from  our  hotel,  ;u\d  the  actual  wm  so  much  great-er 
than  the  aj^paront  distance,  tliat  T  <:^ve  up,  after  an  hour's 
m^ed  clambering,  and  contented  myself  with  asserting  that 
I  mdd  reach  the  glacier  by  myself,  —  as  I  still  presume  I 
oouH  though  I  never  tried.  Either  of  the  great  glaciers  is  80 
kige  that  it  dwarfii  evetythiiig  srouiid  it ;  bdittling  obstades 
md  diitanoeB  to  an  aactent  elaewhere  inciedibla. 

Hie  Glatier  dea  Boia  ia  said  to  meaaura  over  fifty  mHaa 
from  tlie  giant  anow-drift  wherein  it  oiiginateB,  filling  an  in- 
dentiMaon  or  gully  leading  down  the  east  aide  ci  Mont  Blano, 
to  the  very  bed  of  the  Arve  in  the  Chamonix  valley.  Indeed, 
the  Mer  de  Glace  itself  may  be  considered  a  braneli,  if  not  tlio 
prinei[);il  source,  of  the  little  river,  and  is  a])proiiched  by  fol- 
lowing up  the  bed  of  the  str^Ui  hir  a  coujile  of  nuh's  or  so 
ahuve  tlie  viHage,  then  stepping  from  one  to  another  of  the 
giant  boulders,  brought  down  by  the  glacier  from  ilie  icy 
Rgion  above,  and  whix^  here  fill  the  spacious  bed  of  the 
stream.  I  spent  a  forenoon  here,  watching  the  gradoid  dia- 
aointion  of  the  ice  hj  the  warn  bfeath  cf  the  TBLlley,  and 
noting  how  fnomtneg  are  made. 

A  moraim  ia  a  ridge  or  hank  of  earlb  and  stones,  averaging 
Mr  to  eight  feet  high,  and  perhaps  ten  to  twenty  in  widtih  at 
the  base,  which  is  uniformly  found  bordering  u  glacier  on  either 
Bide,\vith  one  far  laiger^ — oftener  two  or  more  —  at  its  lower 
extremity.  It  is  so  unfailingly  separated  by  distances  of  ten 
to  twenty  feet  from  the  glacier,  that  the  green  observer  finds 
it  ditlicult  t<;  comprehend  that  it  is  naturally  formed  of  the 
points  and  fragments  of  rock  broken  off  by  the  giant  masses 
of  ice  in  their  ini|)erceptible,  yet  constant,  progress — at  the 
average  rate  of  six  feet  or  so  per  day  —  from  the  snow-drifts 
cradled  between  the  higher  peaks  to  the  deep  valleySi  green 
with  grass,  and  crimson  with  Alpine  flowers. 

Bat  steady  ohaervation  detects  a  constant  wearing  away,  in 
vann  weather,  of  the  lower  pait  of  the  glacier  feeing  the 
TsDey,  and  a  eonseqnent  formation  of  cavities  and  channels 
iheiein,  wheialiy  the  stones  are  loosened  and  allowed  to  pce» 
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mpitate  tihemselves.  But,  while  lihe  water  fiJls  directly  down- 
ward, the  stones  fall  outward,  or,  striking  a  lower  slope  of  ice, 

are  so  dctlectcd  from  the  jiLTpendicular  that  tkey  rust  at  ki^t 
at  some  distance  outward  from  the  base  of  the  glacier.  Hence 
moraines. 


We  were  in  Chamonix,  1  believe,  from  the  20tli  to  the  25th 
of  June,  —  too  early  by  a  month.  Snow  fell  lepeatedly, 
thougli  lightly ;  rain  frequently  and  heavily ;  the  mountain- 
tops  were  usually  shrouded  in  cloud  and  fog ;  and  we  only 
caught  a  dear  view  of  the  sununit  of  Mont  Blanc  on  the 
morning  of  our  departure.  Swamp  Alder  (a  large  shrub  witii 
us)  here  attaining  the  sise  of  a  considerable  tiee»  so  that  it  is 
frequently  split  into  fence-rails;  and  stretches  of  meadow, 
carpeted  snd  blaadng  with  the  deep  scarlet  of  innumerable 
flowers,  —  are  among  my  recuUertions  of  that  lofty,  liigli- 
walletl  \  iillcy,  so  dee})!/  embosomed  in  the  Alps,  and  so  rich 
in  everytliing  that  renders  the  viciuage.of  luouiiluiuB  attractive 
to  civilized  man. 


Ketuming  to  Geneva,  we  took  steamboat  on  Lake  Leman 
to  lausanne,  whence  we  journeyed  T)y  diligence  to  Berne,  and 

were  to  start  thenoe  at  4  one  morning  for  Interlachen  and  Uie 
Bernese  Oberland ;  but  the  sudden  illness  of  a  child  forbade; 
and  we  returned  to  Lausanne, — a  lovely  little  city,  nested 
hslf-way  up  the  side  of  a  long,  steep,  verdant  hill,  which 
would  elsewhere  be  deemed  a  mountain, — where  I  left  my 
family  in  a  rented  cottage,  and  hastened  hack,  by  Neufohatel, 
Ba.sl(%  and  Str.Lshiirg,  to  Paris,  where  business  uigently  re- 
quired mv  presence ;  leaving  France  two  or  three  weeks  later 
for  Londuu,  Liverpool,  and  home.  T  embarked  at  Liverpool 
under  a  deep  imjiressi.jn  tiiat  something  had  gone  wrung  with 
my  family  (wiiich  returned  in  the  Autumn  to  Paris,  thence 
repaired  to  Germany,  and  spent  the  ensuing  Winter  at  Drt^- 
den ;  returning,  via  England,  to  New  ^ork  the  following 
Summer).  On  reaching  home,  I  h  arned  tliat  my  mother  had 
died  on  the  day  of  my  departure  from  Liverpool  Though 
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but  sixty-eight  years  old,  she  had  long  been  worn  out  in  mind 
and  body  by  hard  work  and  rugged  cares,  and  had  rarely 
spoken  or  evinced  a  clear  perception  of  what  vras  going  OH 
aroimd  her  for  many  montibs  before  her  deatL 


^Va  this  was  my  last  jiassage  of  tlio  Atlantic,  I  inay  liarely 
say  that,  of  all  my  experiences  of  jnotnicted  ]iliysiciil  discom- 
fort, sea-sickness  is  deridrdlv  tlie  most  vivid  and  cndiirinu. 
Thon;jh  nrit  now  sn  easily  prustraU.-d  as  wlicn  I  first  tiUMTscd, 
per  sttJttmboat,  a  corner  of  Lake  Erie,  over  forty  years  aLjo,  I 
am  never  tossed  on  ocean  billows  without  intense  misery  ;  and, 
while  my  first  sea-pa«isa<]je  was  decidedly  my  wui-st,  owing 
to  the  tempestuous  weallier  which  prevailed  throughout,  yet 
my  very  lat^^st  remijiiscence  of  tlie  "dtorniy  main"- — tliat  of 
my  passage  from  Aspinwall,  via  Key  West,  to  t]iis  city  in 
September,  1830  —  m  just  tlie  reverse  of  "a  joy  forever.** 
The  Caril»l>ean  Sea  is  not  ofleu  furrowed  su  d(M'i)ly  as  tlie 
Atlantic;  but  its  coral  re(-fs,  its  weepinij  skies,  its  high  tem- 
penitiire,  with  the  crowds  wliich  u^iually  throng  its  California 
steamers,  make  it  a  terror  to  the  land-lubbers  from  wiioiu 
Neptnne  exacts  tribute,  so  persistently  and  distressin^dy  as 
from  me,  to  whom  an  ocean  voyage  is  never  an  enjoyment,  is 
Seldom  less  than  a  torture.  Wlmt science  ami  maininoth  sliips 
may  do  for  us,  I  will  not  predict ;  but  he  who  sliall  teach  us  to 
vanipiisli  sea-sickness  will  deaerve  to  1x3  honored  and  crowned 
as  one  of  the  gre<ittist  benefactors  of  the  human  race. 
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THERE  are  many  ways  of  studying  liuuiaii  natuie  ,  niaiiy 
diverse  lights  wherein  this  mot  ley  world  is  ur  may  be 
contemplated;  I  judge  that  one  of  the  most  instructive 
^dimp.ses  of  it  is  that  which  wi;  obtain  throu^di  jirated  "mn- 
dow8.  I  foiget,  this  moment,  who  characterizes  the  poet  of 
boggaijr  and  roffianism,  Ciabbe>  as 

"Nttue'f  mnwut  piA^,  bat  M"; 

yot  I  am  quite  sue  that  one  of  the  inoal  wholesome  and  praf- 
itaUe,  though  least  pleasant,  experiences  of  my  life,  is  that 
afforded  by  my  confinement  for  forty-eight  lioui-s  (with  a  f^r>()tl 
prospect  of  ]>eiJiuuience)  in  the  spacious  debtors'  j^risou  in 
Paris,  No.  70  Rue  de  Clichy,  kiiown  to  mistnrtune  as  "  the 
Mai  son  Clichy,"  and  im  )re  faiailiarly  to  it»  inmoti^  as  «  Cliohy*' 
merely.    It  happened  thus  :  — 

la  the  years  1852-53,  an  association  of  mainly  wealthy 
and  public-spirited  New-Yorkers  untb  t*>  mIv  to  imitate,  if  not 
rival,  the  first  great  Expoaitioii  of  the  World's  Industry  at 
Londoii  in  1851.  So  tiiey  subscribed  capital,  obtained  a 
charter  from  the  State,  and  a  plot  of  vacant  gioimd  fiom  the 
city,  employed  aichitects  and  bnildeis,  and  at  length  ocm- 
stmcted  on  Beservoir  Square  (Sixth  Avenue  and  Fortieth  to 
Foriy-second  Streets),  by  far  the  most  symmetrical  and  spa- 
dons  edifice  which  our  count ly  has  yet  seen.  The  matei-ials 
employed  were  ahnost  wholly  iron  and  glass,  as  in  the  case  of 
its  London  itrototypc ;  but.  thoucrh  the  British  was  a  superb 
structure,  ours  was  still  inoie  t^raceful  and  ini]X)sin^  i  doubt 
that  many  are  yet  bom  who  will  see  New  York  gxaced  by  a 
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finer  bnildii^  tluui^vas  ber  Giystal  PaJaoe,  until  dortxoyed 

fire  in  1858. 

Yet  the  Kx^MbitioB  was  doomed  to  failure  from  the  start. 
It  "^vas  located  much  too  far  up  town,  —  ils  much  out  of  the 
way  as  it  wouM  to-day  be  at  Harlem  or  IIoboTvcn,  —  it  was 
hwt  hall"  finished,  and  nowise  ready,  when  opened,  —  and  it 
steadily  tlragged,  after  the  tirst  few  days,  until,  at  the  close  of 
the  season,  it  was  found  that  the  million  f>r  more  of  capital 
stock  was  all  sank,  and  the  kalf-milikm.of  bonds  a  Yeiy  dn- 
1ms  investment 

A  desperate  effort  ma  made  to  letnere  its  &Uen  foErtnnes 
next  Spring ;  mhI  I,  irith  othen,  ma  then  indooed  to  take  a 
had  in  it  as  a  diiectoi*  and  (in  a  small  mj)  bondholder. 
Mr.  F.  T.  Baznnm  ma  our  most  actiye,  efficient  leader  in  this 
desperate  effint  at  lesnrrection.  Hieie  were  seYtnral  nune 
directofs  who  did  their  very  best ;  but  the  year  (1854)  was 
one  of  pecuniary  pressure  and  revulsion,  which  combined  Wiih 
otlier  influences  to  render  succ^s  impossible.  I  gave  much 
hm\  work  and  a  little  money  to  the  attempt,  while  Mr,  Bar- 
num  gave  much  mure,  Init  to  no  piir]X)se  ;  we  Imrply  j)aid  our 
hea\'y  current  expenses ;  and  the  Exposition  closed  with  the 
season,  naarfy  as  bankrupt  as  when  we  undertook  to  resusoi- 
tate  it. 

I  went  to  Europe  the  next  Spring  (1855)  without  a  snspi- 
don  that  I  shoold  there  be  held  aocoontable  for  our  inabititj 
to  wrest  victoiy  from  defeat;  yet^  about  4  p.k.  of  the  2d  day 
«f  June^  after  I  had  returned  from  a  day's  observatian  in  the 
IVeneh  "Palace  of  Industry,"  I  was  waited  on  at  my  little 
cottage  by  four  French  stmngers,  who  soon  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  they  were  otiicers  of  the  law,  bearing  a  writ  issued 
by  Judge  de  Belleyme,  of  the  Court  of  Premier  Instance,  at 
the  suit  of  one  M.  lA'chesne,  a  Parisian  scul])tnr,  who  swore 
that  he  had  conti'ihuted  to  our  Xew  York  Exhihition  a  statue 
(in  plaster)  which  had  tlnu'c  been  broken,  or  mutilated ;  for 
which  he  claimed  of  me,  as  a  director,  "  represontant  et  soli- 
daire,"  of  the  Exhibition,  "dnuze  mille  francs,""  or  $2^00  in 
gold.  When  we  had,  by  the  help  of  my  ooarier,  axrired  at 
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some  approach  to  a  mutaaL  nndentaading, 

wbieh  was  my  refusal  to  pay  M.  Lechesne  $2,500»  or  any  aom 

wliatever,  they  said  that  I  moat  eoter  their  eaniage  and  ac* 

company  them  forthwith  to  the  Judge,  some  three  miles  away ; 
uliich,  attended  by  my  courier,  I  did.  We  had  to  call  for 
Lechesne  and  liis  lawyt^r  hy  the  way,  which  coiusuiaed  neaily 
an  hour,  —  they  lH'in<;  in  uo  hurry;  and,  when  we  had  told 
the  Judge  our  resj)ecti\e  stories,  I  proposed  to  go  to  tlie 
American  Legation  and  persuade  Don  Piatt,  Esq.,  Secretary 
of  L^atiou,  to  guarantee  my  appearance  for  tnal  when  wanted. 
The  Jodge  pronounced  tliis  suffideot;  ao  we  set  forth  cm. 
another  long  ride  to  the  Legation  ;  where  not  only  Judge  Pjatt^ 
but  another  frieod,  Maxmsel  B.  Held,  £sq.,  ofifered  himaelf  as 
aecoiity  for  my  appearanoe  at  court;  but  now  Lechesne  and. 
his  lawyer  reftised,  on  the  ground  of  Mr.  Piatt*8  exemption 
fiom  arrest  on  civil  procesSi  to  take  him  aa  securily,  or  (in 
fact)  to  take  anything  but  the  cash  they  were  intent  on. 
High  words  passed,  and  a  sculllc  was  imminent,  when  I  in- 
sisted on  being  driven  at  once  to  prison, —  my  guanliaiis 
ha\nng  GfTcctRd  a  fear  that  T  would  escape  them.  Cru-Miitr 
the  Avenue  Cluuiips  Kly«it't',  denst'ly  thronged  at  tliat  hour 
(6  P.  M.),  oiu'  carriage  came  into  violent  collision  with  another, 
and  was  disabled ;  when  a  veiy  supecfluous  display  of  vi^- 
lance  and  pistols  waJ  made  by  my  keepers,  who  could  not  be 
persuaded  that  I  was  intent  on  sticking  to  them  like  a  brother. 
At  last,  a  little  before  7  P.  M.,  we  reached  par  destination,  and 
I  was  admitted,  through  aeveral  gigantic  iron  dooia^  witli 
gloomy  cr}^pt3  between  them,  to  the  office  of  the-priacm,  where 
I  was  told  that  I  must  stay  till  9}  P.  because  the  Judge 
had  allowed  me  jo  long  to  procure  baiL  Here  my  guardians 
left  me  in  safe-keepini,',  wliile  I  ordered  a  frugal  dinner,  in- 
stead uf  the  sumptnnus  public  one  at  the  Trois  Fn^n^*,  given 
by  Mr.  M.  B.  Field,  which  I  had  been  inv  ited,  and  had  fnlly 
expe*  ted,  to  attend  ;  and  T  sent  my  courier  home  to  (|ui<'t  the 
apprehensions  of  my  family,  who  as  yet  knew  only  that  some 
strangers  had  called  lor  me,  and  that  I  had  gone  ofl'  with  them. 
Very  soon.  Judge  Mason  (John  Y.),  our  Ambassador,  called. 
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and  was  admitted  to  see  me,  thoiic^li  it  was  no\s  too  late  hy 
the  regulations.  X  explained  the  matter  to  him,  assiu«'<i  liini 
that  I  wanted  nothiiii;  Imt  a  good  lawyer,  and  insisted  on 
viewing  the  whole  matter  in  a  more  clieertul  light  than  it 
wore  in  his  eyes.  "  T*ut  your  wile  will  sorely  be  distressed 
by  it^"*  he  uiged ;  "  she  being  an  utter  stranger  here,  with  two 
yonng  cUMren."  "Ko,"  I  replied;  "a  trifle  might  annoy 
lier;  hat  this  matter  looks  serious,  and  it  will  only  calm  and 
sbengtheif  her.  I  have  sent  our  courier  to  assure  her  that  it 
is  an  right,  and  request  her  to  keep  away  from  this,  and  go 
on  with  her  vintaiig  and  sightseeing,  as  tiiougli  nothing  had 
happened."  I  have  heard  you  called  a  philosopher,  and  I 
now  see  that  you  deserve  the  distinction,"  was  the  Judge's 
rejoinder,  as,  at  my  request,  he  left  me. 

ilalt  an  lioiir  had  scarcely  pulsed,  giving  me  barely  time  to 
eat  my  diiiuer,  when  my  wife  was  ushered  in,  aceompanied 
by  Mr??.  Piatt  and  our  little  son,  whose  eyes  Avpre  distended 
wiiii  gmve  wonder  at  the  iwn  barriers  through  which  he  had 
reached  me.  "  Good  woman,"  I  observed  to  Mrs.  Greeley,  "  I 
have  been  bragging  to  Judge  Mason  how  quietly  you  would 
take  this  mischance;  but  here  you  are  in  jail  at  night&U^ 
when  visitofs  are  not  allowed,  as  though  yon  were  addicted 
to  hysterics."  "  But  consider,**  she  urged  in  mitigation,  ''that 
I  first  heard  of  your  position  from  Francis  [our  courier],  who 
oomes  %ing  home  to  assure  me  that  there  is  nothing  serious, 
to  urge  me  not  to  be  frightened,  when  he  is  trembling  all  over 
with  anxiety  and  teiTor.  Hardly  had  he  left  the  room,  when 
]Mrs,  Piatt  comes  in  equal  haste  t-o  be^r  me  to  fear  nothing, — 
that  all  is  hut  a  trifle,  —  and  shr  is  (j,uite  as  agitated  and  panic- 
stricken  as  Francis.  Xeitlier  of  ihcm  ?eems  to  understand 
the  matt<  r ;  so  1  thought  I  must  come  to  you  for  an  explana- 
tion." This  I  gave ;  when  they  departed ;  and  I  was  at  last 
allowed  to  go  up  to  my  lodging,  which  I  ^d  thus  described 
in  my  letter  thence  to  The  Tribune : — 

"By  10  o*dook,  each  of  us  lodgers  had  retired  to 
Hiartments  (eadi-  ei^t  fbet  by  five^  and  an  obhging  ftmotaonary 
ams  aioand'aiid  kicked  oat  all  tasoally  intmdera   I  dont  thmk 
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I  ever  boftfe  depi  in  a  plaes  oo  peiftelly  aeoincek  At  6  tiiii 
momlt)^  this  «xtni  piroteotiaci  itm  irithdmwn,  and  eaok  itf  m  mt 
tbenoeforth  required  to  keep  watch  over  lue  (Mm  Tihiililpifc  We 
unifbnnly  keep  good  kouia  here  in  Oiehj,  whieh  is  a  inrtiie  fkat 
not  many  laiige  boteie  jb  Feria  oen  boaat  oC 

*'The  bedroom  appointments  are  not  of  a  hig^  order^  ae  ii 
reaBonable,  since  we  are  only  chaiiged  ftr  tbem  four  aoiui  (cents) 
per  nighty — wssiung  extra.  The  sheets  ere  rather  of  a  bickoiy 
Bort»  hut  mine  were  given  to  me  clean ;  the  bed  is  indifferent^  hot 
I  have  dept  on  worse ;  the  window  ladu  a  enrtain  or  Uind,  hot  m 
its  stead  there  are  four  strong  upright  iron  bars,  which  are  a  per* 
foot  ssf^goard  agaim^t  getting  up  in  the  night,  and  felling  or  pitch- 
ing out,  so  as  to  break  yonrneok,  as  anyone  who  foU  thence  would 
certainly  da  (I  am  in  the  fifth  or  hi^ieBt  story.)  Perhapa  one 
cf  my  predeoesBon  was  a  aonmambulist  I  hare  two  chairs^  tvo 
littb  tablea  (probabfy  one  of  tiiem  extra,  throogh  some  mietekeX 
and  a  onpboaid  whiidi  may  once  hare  been  dean.  The  pint  wade 
bowl,  half-pint  pitdieri  <&c.,  I  hsTC  ordered,  and  am  to  pay  eztm 
for.  I  am  a  little  ashamed  to  own  that  my  repose  has  been  in* 
different ;  but  then  I  never  do  sleep  well  in  a  strange  place. 

As  it  was  Saturday  evening  when  I  was  taken  to  j  lil.  T 
oonld  not  expect  a  release  before  Monday ;  in  fact,  the  la\\ }  ere 
irho  were  applied  t*>  in  my  behalf  had  all  gone  out  of  town, 
and  could  not  be  found  till  that  day.  I  rose  on  Sunday  mom- 
ing  in  a  less  placid  fiame  of  mind  than  I  had  cherished  over- 
nighty  and  devoted  a  good  part  of  the  day  to  oonoocting  an 
acconnt  of  the  matter  meant  to  be  satirical,  and  to  ''dtaif 
mankind  in  general  by  contrasting  the  ways  of  Clichy  with 
tli« JSC  .  >t  the  outside  wodd,  to  the  disptaise  of  the  latter.  Here 
is  a  !>ijecimcn  :  — 

I  say  nothing  of  *  Liberty,'  save  to  cant u»n  outsiders  in  Fnmce 
to  be  equally  modest;  but  *  Equality*  iind  'Fmternity*  I  hnre 
Ibond  here  more  ttioroughly  than  elst  wliere  in  Europe.  Still,  ve 
have  not  realized  the  social  miUennium,  even  in  Clichr.  Soiuo  of 
na  were  wont  to  gain  our  hvii^  by  the  hardest  and  in<tst  meaL^rek 
rewarded  labor;  othnn  to  live  idly  and. sumptuously  ou  tlio  earn- 
ings of  others.  Of  course,  these  vices  of  an  irrational  and  decaying 
iodal  atate  ate  not  inatantly  eradioated  hy  our  abrupt  tmnaffir  to 
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this  mansion.  Some  of  ua  c&n  cook  ;  while  others  only  know  how 
to  oar,  and  so  require  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  our  fcxxl.  a.s 
none  is  cooked  or  even  provided  for  us,  and  our  intercourse  with 
the  outer  world  is  subject  to  limitations.  Those  of  us  who  lived 
cenerou^lv  aforetime,  and  are  in  for  ircntlenianly  sums,  are  verv 
apt  to  iiave  money  :  while  the  luckless  chaps  who  were  sent  here 
for  owing  a  beggarly  hundred  truncs  or  so,  and  have  no  fixed  income 
beyond  the  single  franc  per  day  which  each  creditor  must  pay,  or 
his  debtor  is  turned  loose,  are  very  jrlad  to  earn  money  by  doing 
us  acts  of  kindness.  One  of  these  attached  himself  to  me  inmiedi- 
ately  on  my  induction  into  my  apartment,  and  proceeded  to  make 
my  bed,  bring  me  a  pitcher  of  water  and  wash-bowl,  matches, 
ligittfl^  Ao,,  for  which  I  expect  to  pay  him,  —  these  articles  being 
ndboned  Bnperfluities  in  Clichy.  But  no  such  aiistoautio  distino- 
tton  as  master  —  no  such  deginding  appellation  as  servant  —  ts 
tideimtad  in  this  community  :  this  philanthropic  fellow-boarder  is 
known  to  all  here  as  my  *mxiliaiy/  ^Vhere  has  the  stupid  world 
outside  known  how  to  drs|»e  the  hard  realities  of  life  with  fig'leaf 
90  gmccful  as  this  1 

So  of  all  titular  distinctions.  We  |V9taDd  that  we  ha^e  al^pired 
tiUn  of  honor  in  America;  and  the  conseqnenee  ia  that  eveiy  one 
has  a  title, — either  *  Honorable,'  or  'General,'  or  *C(.lonel,'  or 
'  Reverend,'  or,  at  the  very  least,  *  Esquire.'  But  here  in  Cliohj 
aQ  sQoh  empty  and  absurd  prefixes  or  suffixes  are  abaolittd^  im« 
known ;  even  names,  Christian  or  &mily,  are  discarded  as  luel^ 
.antiqiialed  lumber.  Emy  lodger  is  known  the  nnmber  of  liis 
apartment  only,  which  no  one  thinks  of  devgnating  a  oefl.  Mine 
is  139 :  so,  whenever  a  fiiend  caOs,  he  gives  two  oenta  to  a  <oom- 
miwsionahB,*  who  comes  in  from  the  outer  regions  to  the  great  hall 
sacred  to  our  common  use^  and  begins  oalliog  out  oent^trente-neuf 
(phonetica%  'son-tran-nuf ')  at  the  top  of  his  Yoice,  and  goes  on, 
ydltng  as  he  climbs,  in  the  hope  of  finding  or  calling  me  short  of 
•iwwiding  to  my  fifthetoiy  sanctuary.  To  nlae-tenths  of  my  com- 
ades  In  adversity  I  am  known  only  as  '  son-tran-nuC*  My  auxili- 
ny  is  N<K  54 ;  so  1,  when  I  need  his  aid,  go  smging  'sankoiHsat,* 
tfter  the  same  Ihshioa.  Equality  beiug  thus  rigidly  preserved, 
iss^gie  some  diversities  of  fortune^  the  jealousies,  nvabiea,  and 
kasrtbnmiQgs,  which  keep  the  mass  of  mankmd  in  a  ferment,  are 
hwe  absolutely  unknown.   I  never  before  talked  with  so  many 
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p€<»plo  intimate  with  each  other  without  hearing  something  said  or 
insinuated  to  one  another's  prejudice  ;  here,  there  is  nothing  of  the 
sort-  Some  folks  outside  are  fitted  with  reputations  whicli  they 
would  luinlly  consider  flatterinff,  —  some  laws  and  us;ii:es  L'ot  tlio  . 
bless inir  thoy  k<>  richly  deserve,  —  but  among  ourselves  Ls  naught 
but  li.ii  iiiouy  and  i^'ood-will.  How  would  the  Hotel  do  Ville,  or  even 
the  Tuileries,  Like  to  compan.'  notes  with  ub  ou  thii*  head  i " 

A  Yankee  prisoner,  who  had  seen  me  in  New  York,  xecog* 
nixed  me  as  I  came  down  stairs  on  Sunday  morning,  and 
blazoned  bis  inferenoe  tbat  I  was  in  jail  hy  some  mistake, — 
so  I  was  soon  sunounded  loj  STmpatbizing  fellow  jafl-birdB, 
several  of  wbom  were  no  more  justly  liable  to  imprisonmoit 
than  I  was.  In  a  litUe  wbile,  M.  Vattemare,  well  known  in 
bis  day  as  the  projector  of  systematic  international  exchanges 
of  books  and  docuiiuMits,  having  heard  ul"  luy  luck  at  Mr. 
Field's  dinner  the  evening  previous,  made  his  way  in,  with 
proffers  of  ser\  ire,  which  T  turneil  to  account  by  obtaining, 
throUL,di  liini,  from  some  liivat  librar}',  copies  of  the  Ituvised 
Statutes  and  Session  Laws  of  New  York,  which  clearly  demon- 
strated my  legal  irresponsibility  to  M.  Leehesne  for  his  damaged 
statue.  Soon,  other  friends  began  to  pour  in,  ^vith  offers  of 
money  and  service ;  but  I  oould  not  afford  to  be  bailed  ont  nor 
bought  oat,  as  fifty  otbeis  would  thereby  be  tempted  to  repeat 
M.  Lecbesne's  experiment  upon  me, — so  I  was  compelled  to 
send  them  away,  with  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

Amouj,'  my  visitors  was  M.  Hector  Bossange,  the  wefl- 
known  publisher,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  call  at  my 
rooms  each  Sunday,  as  he  did  on  this  one,  and  wu^  soon  a-ked 
by  my  wife,  "Have  you  seen  Mr.  Greeley?"  "  Sut;u  hini!"' 
he  per]  »loxedly  responded,  "I  do  not  understfind  you;  have 
I  not  called  to  see  him?"  "Then  you  liave  not  heard  ih\t 
he  is  in  prison  ?"  "In  prison  ?"  he  wildly  inquired ;  "what 
can  that  mean  ? "  "  I  do  not  well  understand  it  myself,"  she 
replied ;  "  but  it  has  some  connection  with  our  New  York 
Crystal  Palace."  "  0,  it  is  money, — is  it  ? "  joyfully  rejoined 
M.  Bossange ;  "then  we  will  soon  have  him  ont, —  I  feared  it 
fnapolUicel*'  He  knew  that  I  was  a  furious  anti-Imperialist^ 
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and  feaited  that  I  had  rashly  involved  myself  m  some  plot 
that  ej^iOBed  me  to  anest  as  an  apostle  of  sedition, — an 
enemy  of  "  Order.** 

Out  remaining  visitors  having  been  barred  out  when  the 
dock  struck  4  p.  IL,  we  two  Americans,  with  two  Englishmen, 
a  I^enchman,  and  an  Italian,  sent  out  our  cider,  and  had  our 
dinner  in  the  cell  of  one  of  us,  who,  being  an  old  settler,  had 
an  apartment  somewhat  more  roomy  and  less  exalted  than 
mine.  Each  brought  to  the  common ''spread*'  whatever  he 
had  of  table-ware  or  pocket-cutleiy;  and  the  aggregate,  tliough 
th^  were  still  deficiencies,  answered  the  purpose.  The  din- 
ner cost  fifty  cents  per  head,  of  which  a  part  went  as  toll  to 
some  officer  or  turnkey,  and  there  was  stiU  a  good  margin  of 
profit  to  the  restaumteur.  Still,  there  was  wine  for  those  who 
would  drink  it ;  but  stronger  liquors  are  not  allowed  in  Clichy, 
in  spite  of  the  assurance,  so  often  heard,  that  prohibitory 
legislation  is  unknown  in  Ftance.  A  flask  of  cut^throat-look^ 
ing'  brand\  had,  however,  been  smuggled  in  for  one  of  our 
party ;  and  this  was  handed  around  and  sipped  as  tliough  it 
were  nectar.  Men  love  to  circumvent  the  laws  for  the  grati- 
fication of  their  appetites ;  and  yet  T  judge  that  not  one  gill 
of  spirits  is  drank  in  Clichy,  where  quarts  were  poured  down 
while  every  one  was  free  to  order  and  drink  so  long  as  he 
coidd  pay. 

I  presume  I  liad  had  more  calls  that  day  than  any  other 
prisoner,  though  Sunday  is  siipr  ially  devoted  to  visit?? ;  and, 
thoni;h  giuteful  for  the  kindness  and  zeal  for  my  release 
eviiioeil  liy  several  of"  my  friends,  T  was  thonni^lily  Avcary 
wlien  the  lingerers  -\vrre  invited  to  take  tlieir  (l('i»artun',  and 
the  doors  elanijed  heavily  behind  them.  I  could  then  appre- 
eiate  tlie  ])olitenes^  with  which  iVf.  OiuTord,  Napoleon's  great 
arniy-coiitraetor,  aftt^r  he  had  fallen  into  embarrassments  and 
been  lodged  in  Clichy  by  his  inexorable  creditors,  was  accus- 
tomed, when  visitors  called,  to  send  to  the  grating:  his  taitliful 
valet,  who,  with  the  politest  bow  and  shrug  wliereof  lie  \s;us 
master,  would  say,  "T  am  sorrj',  sir, —  very  sony  ;  Imt  niy 
master,  M,  Ouvrard,  ia  ouC   This  was  not  even  the  "  white 
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lie"  often  instigated  bj  good  aodety ;  ainee  the  yiailor  oQpld 
not  iail  to  onderatand  that  the  gteat  baakrapt  eonld  beoat  in 

none  other  than  that  conventional,  metaphorical  sense  which 
implies  merely  preoccupaliuu,  or  unwiHingness  to  Uj  buttou- 
holed  and  bored. 

No  prisoner  in  Clicliy  is  obliged  to  see  a  visitor  unless  of 
his  own  clioiee  ;  ami,  as  ono  is  fmpiently  ciilled  down  to  the 
^mtiiii;  to  have  a  fresh  writ  served  on  him,  thereby  magnify- 
ing the  obatacles  to  his  liberation,  the  rule  that  a  visitor  must 
make  a  minute  of  his  errand  on  his  card,  and  send  it  up,  before 
an  interview  is  aoooided,  is  one  founded  in  reason,  and  Y^rf 
generally  and  paroperlj  adhered  ta  Yet  a  feUow-pfisoner, 
who  received  notice  that  he  was  called  for  at  tiie  gtate,  went 
recklessly  down  on  the  day  after  my  incaroeiation,  oiilj  to  • 
greet  a  tip-staff,  and  be  served  ^th  a  fieah  writ  "  Sir,"  mSi 
the  begniled  and  indignant  boarder  at  this  city  hermitage, 
**  if  you  ever  serve  me  such  a  trick  again,  you  will  go  out  of 
here  lialf  killed."  Some  otlieial  nnderlinj;  was  violently  siia- 
pected  of  lending  himself  to  tliis  stratai^m ;  and  great  vras 
the  indignation  exeiti-d  tlierel>y  throughout  our  eonmiunit}'; 
but  the  vietim  had  only  himself  to  blame,  for  not  standinir  on 
his  reserved  riglits,  and  respecting  the  usages  and  immnnifciflu 
of  our  sanctuary. 

I  was  puzzled,  but  not  oflended,  at  a  question  pot  me  the 
moment  I  had  fairly  entered  the  prison:  "Have  yon  ever 
been  confined  here  before?"  I  respectfully,  but  positively» 
replied  in  the  negative, — that  this  was  my  first  experience  of 
the  kind.  I  soon  learned,  bowever,  that  the  question  was  a 
prescribed  and  necessary  one, — that,  if  I  had  ever  before  been 
imprisoned  on  this  allegation  of  debt,  or  on  any  other,  and 
this  had  been  lodged  against  me,  I  M  as  not  liahlo  t*->  a  fresh 
detention  thereon,  but  must  at  once  he  <lis(  hurged.  Tlie  ride 
is  a  good  one  ;  and,  tliough  I  was  unable  Uicn  to  profit  by  it> 
it  may  scr\  e  me  another  time. 

^ly  genend.  conclusion,  from  all  I  observed  and  heard  in 
Clichy,  imports  that  imprisonment  for  debt  was  never  a  bar 
to  improvidence,  nor  a  curb  to  prodigaUty ;  that^  in  so  &r  w 
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it  ever  aided  or  hastened  the  coUectum  of  honest- del  >ts,  it 
wrenched  five  dollars  from  sympathizin  j  re  latives  ami  friends 
for  every  one  exacted  from  the  debtors  themselves ;  and  that 
it  was,  and  could  not  fail  to  be,  fruitful  only  in  oppression 
and  extortinn,  —  mucli  oftener  enlbrcing  the  payment  of  unjust 
claims  than  of  just  ones.  T^t  whoever  will  sneer  at  human 
prf»<]p"e8s  aiid  uneasy,  meddliiiif  philanthropy,  T  am  ^^Tatcfiil 
that  T  have  lived  in  tlie  a-^e  whi(  li  gave  the  doith-blow  to 
Slaveiy  and  to  Impriaonment  ibr  Debt. 


To  get  into  prison  is  a  feat  e;i.s y  of  aeliievement  by  almost  any 
one  ;  it  is  quite  otherwise  with  gelling  out.  You  cannot  fully 
•  realize'  how  rigid  stone  walls  and  iron  doors  are  till  they  stand 
between  you  and  sunshine,  inn>eding  locomotion,  and  forbid- 
ding any  but  the  most  limited  change  of  |»l;i<  e.  The  restless 
anxiety  of  prisoners  for  release,  no  matter  how  light  their  cares, 
how  ami>le.  their  apartments,  how  generous  tiieir  fare,  can 
never  V)e  appreciated  l>y  oul^  who  has  not  had  a  massive  key 
turned  u\m\  him,  and  found  himself  on  the  wrong  side  of  an 
impregnable  wall  Doubtless,  we  litiur  much  nonsense  where- 
of "  T.iherty  "  is  the  bur«len  ;  but,  if  you  are  sceptical  as  to  the 
essential  wortli  of  Freedom,  just  allow  yourself  to  be  locked 
up  for  a  \\  hilu,  with  no  clear  pri»spect  of  liberation  at  any 
specified  or  definite  time.  Though  I  was  hut  forty-eight  hours 
in  CFu  hy.  time  dragL'ed  heavily  on  my  liaud^s,  after  the  friends 
who,  ill  geueruus  profu.sion,  viaitcd  nie  on  Stmday  had  been 
barred  and  locked  out,  and  I  was  kit  for  a  second  night  to 
my  fellow  jail-birds  and  my  gloomy  reflections.  "  I  can't  get 
out "  was  the  melancholy  plaint  of  Sterne's  starling ;  and  I 
had  occasion  to  beheve  that  so  jnany  detainers  or  claims  simi- 
lar to  Lechesne's  would,  on  Monday,  be  lodged  against  me,  as 
to  render  doubtful  my  release  for  weeks,  if  not  for  montba 

It  was  late  on  Monday  morning  befoie  my  active  liiendB 
OQtdde  could  procuFe  me  the  lielp  I  needed ;  but«  when  they 
did,  I  bad,  tlirongb  Ilf  .  Vsttemare'B  valued  aid,  the  books  I 
xeqaiied,  and  bad  my  leferences  and  cifcations  all  xeady  for 
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fiervice.  WLIb  these  in  hand,  my  hiwyeis  went  hefoie  Jiidg^ 
de  Bellejme  to  procure  mj  release ;  bat  M.  Vattemaie  had 

been  there  already,  as  well  as  to  M.  de  Laiigle,  the  judge  of 
a  siill  liighur  Luuil,  to  testify  tliat  tlie  Americaud  \vei*e  gener- 
ally indignant  at  my  iiu  arn  r.itiou,  and  were  thn'auninir  to 
leave  Paris  in  a  body  if  1  were  not  promptly  lil)(.'nit<Ml.  K\  t'ii 
M.  James  Kotli.scliiM,  T  was  told,  had  made  an  indiuaaiii. 
speech  about  it  at  a  dinner  on  Saturday  evening ;  saying  to 
his  friends :  "  We  are  most  of  os  directors  in  the  £xpasitiou 
now  in  progress  here,  and  of  coiiiSe  liable  to  be  arrested  and 
imprisoned  in  any  foreign  country  we  may  visits  on  a  eom- 
plaint  that  some  one  has  had  articles  damaged  or  ket  here,  if 
Mr.  Greeley  may  be  so  held  in  this  action.** 

These  representations  impelled  M.  de  Belleyme  to  say,  in 
perfect  truth,  that  he  had  not  ordered  my  imprisonment, — 
on  the  contraiy,  he  had  directed  the  plaintiff  and  his  lawjner 
to  take  Mr.  Don  Piatt's  guaiauty  tliat  I  should  be  on  huud, 
when  wanted,  to  rtv^pt  uid  to  this  art  inn.  So  when,  at  the 
instance  of  mv  la\v\ors,  M.  Lcchono  and  his  attni-ncv  wore 
called  to  C()nlV(tnt  them  Ixdnre  the  Judge  on  Monday,  and 
were  asked  by  him  how  they  came  to  take  me  to  Clichy, 
under  the  circnmstances,  they  could  only  st4ininier  out  that 
they  had  reflected  that  Mr.  Piatt  was  not  subject  to  imprison- 
ment in  like  case,  —  therefore,  his  guaranty  was  no  security. 
This,  of  course,  did  not  satisfy  the  Judge,  who  ordered  my 
release  on  the  instant ;  so  by  4  p.  n  all  formalities  weie 
concluded,  and  my  lawyei*s  appeared  with  the  doonmeats 
ru<|iiired  to  turn  me  into  the  street  Meantime,  I  had  had  so 
many  visitors,  who  sent  np  good-looking  cards,  and  were 
honest  faces,  that  I  had  manifestly  risen  in  tlie  estimation  of 
my  jailers,  who  had  beguii  to  li^at  me  with  ample  consider.^ 
tion. 

The  nei^^hborini:  f?er\'ants,  who  were  iiili mate  with  oui-s,  had 
witnessed  my  departure  with  the  otlicers,  ami  knew,  of  course, 
that  this  was  an  arrest,  but  pretended  to  our  serA  ants  not  to 
understand  it.  One  after  another  of  them  would  call  on  our 
mnph^  to  ask, "  Why,  where  is  Mr.  Gieeley  ?"   ^'He  has 
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gone  over  to  Tondon  on  a  little  business,"  was  the  prompt 
*  xeply, "  and  will  be  back  in  a  day  or  two."  This  ivas  accepted 

mth  many  a  sly  wink  and  gentle  shrug ;  the  inqiiisitois  hav- 
ing obviously  united  in  the  coodusiou  that  I  was  a  swiadler, 
■who  had  robbed  some  bank  or  vault,  and  fled  from  my  own 
COimtr|r  to  etyoj  the  fruits  of  my  depredations.  When,  how- 
ever, I  came  quietly  home  in  a  cab  about  the  time  indicated 
by  our  servants,  they  greatly  exulted  over  the  hoped-for,  rather 
than  expected,  ddnomment,  while  their  ^<jod-natiirod  friends 
were  correspondingly  disconcerted  by  the  failure  of  their  cal- 
culations. On  our  part,  we  resumed  at  once  our  round  of 
visitini]!:  and  sight-seeing,  us  thongli  nothing  had  haj)pened ; 
but  niv  little  son's  flvin:?  Iiair  and  mdiant  face,  as  he  ruslied 
down  stairs  to  jn^et  my  return,  will  not  soon  bo  for;^'<>ttPTi. 
He  had  been  told  tliat  it  Wcis.all  right,  when  he  found  and 
left  me  in  ]>i  ison,  and  had  tried  hard  to  believe  it ;  but  my 
letum,  unattended  and  unguarded,  be  kmw  to  be  righL 


T  had  a  tedious  legal  squabble  thereafter,  —  for  my  libera- 
tion did  not,  of  course,  abate  M.  Lechesne's  suit  against  me, — 
and  liad  to  send  to  Xinv  Vtirk  for  documents  aud  affidavits ; 
me;intinie  going  to  Switzerland  witli  niy  familv.  as  I  have 
already  related,  —  and  I  was  sigually  aided  in  iiiy  defence  by 
Hon.  Elihu  B.  Washl>ume,  of  Illinois,  who  happened  to 
*  be  in  Paris  at  the  time ;  but,  as  there  was  really  no  case 
against  me,  I  wu'^  at  length  enabled  to  demonstrate  that  fact 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  functionary  who  had  been  deputed 
to  hear  and  report  on  the  suit  i<y  the  Tribunal  uf  Commerce, 
before  which  I  had  been  eit<^d  l»y  Ixu  hesne,  —  a  proceeding 
wholly  illegal,  my  lawyers  asserted,  as  neither  jiarty  to  the 
action  was  a  mereliant.  My  counsel  wislied  to  demur  to  the 
jurisdiction,  saying  that  the  Tribunal  was  nut  a  court  uf  law, 
and  always  decided  for  a  Ti-enchman  against  a  foreigner,  no 
matteer  how  unj\istly.  At  length,  however,  when  my  docu- 
ments arrived  from  New  York,  they  could  bold  off  no  longer, 
but  vent  before  the  officer  in  questioD*  whexe  my  opponents 
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were  most  reluctant  to  meet  them,  addng  for  time  to  send  to 
America  for  documents  also !  We  undeistood  that  this  was 
only  a  pretext  to  avoid  a  judgment  for  oost^ — tbej  did  not 
leally  want  to  send  to  America,  and  did  not  send.  We  let 
tfaem  off  on  that  excuse,  bowerei;  and  I  came  away; — lear- 
ing  the  Boit  atone  dead. 


I  rejoice  that  imprisoument  for  debt  was  recently  abolished 
in  France,  —  I  tnist  forever.  I  doubt  that  it  ever  made  one 
debtor  even  ontwunlly  honest ;  T  am  sure  it  oiU'u  cdmijelled  the 
relatives  and  friends  of  prodigals  to  pay  debts  which  should 
never  have  been  contracted.  It  is  wrong  —  it  is  immoral — 
to  trust  those  who  do  deserve  credit^ — it  is  dnubly  wrong 
to  impose  the  payment  of  such  debts  upon  some  firogal  unde 
or  brother  of  the  debtor,  in  pity  for  that  debtof  a  weeping  wife 
and  children.  " Let  every  tab  stand  on  its  own  bottom'*  is  a 
sound  rule,  which  imprisonment  for  debt  tends  strongly  to 
subyert.  Men  are  trusted  who  should  not  be,  on  the  calcula- 
tion, "I  eim  ^et  my  pay  out  of  liis  relatives  by  putting  hiiu 
into  jail";  hence  tuvern-ijcores  and  merchants  accounts  where 
cash  down  would  have  prechuled  extmviiganee  and  dissipa- 
tion. Tlie  civilized  world  is  iidt  yet  ]>reparetl  IVtr  the  ivpeal 
of  all  laws  desic^ned  to  enforce  the^collection  of  simple  debts 
(not  trusts) ;  but  tliis  refoim  must  come  in  due  time,  when 
mankind  will  wonder  why  it  could  so  long  have  been  re- 
sisted. False  credit— credit  to  those  who  do  not  deserve, 
and  will  be  rather  harmed  than  helped  by  it — is  tiie  bane  of 
our  civilization.  Every  second  man  yon  meet  is  struggling 
with  debts  which  he  should  never  have  contracted.  We  need 
a  legal  reform,  which  wUl  greatly  «^i'nM'niah  our  ouneat  &dH- 
taes  for  running  into  debi 
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"THB  BAinCS  QC(SGWBS:*  —  TES  LONG-  OONTSBT  SOB 

gPKAKBB* 

I HAD  often,  smee  the  establiahmeiit  of  The  Trilraiie,  tub 
dofwn  to  Waeblngtonfor  a  veiy  few  days ;  but  never,  sbtb 
when  for  ninety  days  a  member  of  the  House,  had  I  heen 
tempted  to  protract  my  stay  thero;  and  my  aasociates  had 
lepMtedly  rogretted  that  I  could  not  be  induced  to  spend 
moie  time  at  the  political  metropoliB.  Beflecting  on  this, 
and  on  the  probabilities  of  a  long  and  doubtM  struggle  for 
•  the  Speakership  of  the  XXXIVth  Goo^gress,  I  lesolyed, 
▼hile  stayiitg  in  Fftris  in  the  Summer  of  1855,  that  I  would 
-vidt  Wsshizigton  before  the  opening  of  that.  Congiess,  and 
remain  there  untfl  requested  by  my  associates  in  business  to 
return  to  New  York, — a  resolve  of  which  I  gave  Ihem  due 
notioa  When  Uie  roll  of  the  new  House  was  first  called,  at 
noon  on  Monday,  December  3,  I  was  looking  on  from  a 
teporter's  desk;  and  I  remained  in  observation  for  many 
weeks  thereafter. 

That  House  was  constituted  as  no  other  liiis  ever  yet  been. 
No  party  had  a  majority  of  its  members^  wliik*  two  separate 
Ol^nizations  scr??^v7  to  have.  Tim  "  v\moricaiis"  had  chosen 
a  majority;  so  had  the  " liepiiblif ans,"  or  opponents  of  the 
policy  embodied  in  the  Kebiaska  Bill ;  but  the  lines  of  these 
two  organizations  ran  into  and  crossed  each  other.  We  Ke- 
puhlicans  who  were  anti-"  Know-Nothing "  were  perfectly 
willing  to  support  an  anti-Nebraska  "American  "  for  Speaker; 
but  nearly  all  the  Southern  "  Americans "  would  support  no 
candidate  who  was  in  principle  a  Bepublican.  Thus,  there 
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-waa  in  &ct  no  majority  of  any  party,  and  a  long,  bitter,  ex- 
citing struggle  for  tiie  organization  was  inevitable. 

The  Demociats  Held  a  cancus,  as  usual,  and  nominated 
William  A.  Bichaidson,  of  Blinois,  for  Spealier;  but  they 

Guuld  give  luin,  at  the  utmost,  but  80  votes,  and  actually  did 
give  him,  on  the  iirst  Imllot,  but  74  Tlie  Southern  "  Ameri- 
canB*'  mainly  suppurteil  Hinnpliivy  Muvsliall,  of  Kentucky, 
who  luul  votes  on  the  first  ballot;  but  they  weie  really  to 
vote  for  any  Northern  **  Know-Nothing "  who  was  not  in 
principle  a  liepublican,  and  Henry  M.  Fuller,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, liiul  17  votes,  mainly  from  the  South.  The  Bepublicans 
and  anti-Nebiaska  "Americana"  bad  held  no  canctis  and 
made  no  nominatioiis ;  but  they  cast,  on  the  first  ballot,  53 
votes  for  Lewis  D.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  21  for  Nathaniel  P. 
Banks  of  Massachusetts,  7*for  Alexander  C.  M.  Pennington  of 
New  Jersey,  and  there  vere  23  scattering  votes,  mainly  tfaeiis. 
Four  ballots  were  taken  that  day,  with  no  material  variation 
from  the  foregoing  result ;  when  the  House  adjourned  TTie 
next  day,  five  ballots  were  taken,  —  Mr.  Richardsun's  vote 
being  increased  (hy  a  fresh  arrival)  to  7-^,  Mr.  Banks's  to  ul, 
and  Mr.  Fuller's  (at  the  expense  of  lluinplirey  Marshall's)  to 
21 ;  when  the  lloutie  ai^aiii  adjourned.  The  next  day,  Mr. 
Campbell's  vote  was  run  tip  to  SI,  at  Mr.  Banks's  expense; 
but  he  thenceforth  began  to  fall  ott' ;  and  on  Friday,  having 
just  received  75  votes,  he  formally  declined ;  stating  that  he 
was  satisfied  that  he  could  not  be  elected  without  either  repu- 
diating his  well-known  American  and  anti-Nebiaaka  princi- 
ples, or  making  pledges  rq;sidii^  the  formation  of  Commit- 
tees that  would  justly  expose  him  to  public  contempt  Mr. 
Banks  now  received  41  votes;  thenoe  steadily  and  npidly 
increasing,  until,  on  the  thirty-seventh  ballot,  he  had  107; 
still  lacking  six  more  to  elect  him  ;  IJicliardson  Laving  76  and 
Fuller  28,  with  13  scattering,  mainly  Southern  "Americans." 
Thcnceturlh,  the  strn^Lrh'  went  on,  with  no  chanu''  hut  that 
caused  by  occasion;)!  absences  of  members  of  either  party,  • 
generally  pau'ed,  but  relieved  by  fitful  debates  on  party  ques- 
tions,^ sometimes  lasting  through  a  day  or  more,  until,  on 
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the  22(1,  Mr.  Stanton,  of  Ohio,  fii^t  moved  tluit  a  plurality 
vote  (the  highest)  should  thereafter  suffice  to  elect  j  which 
Vitus  promptly  laid  on  the  table,  by  114  Yeas  to  107  Nays, — 
the  lattcT  being  the  BepubHrrnis  or  Banks  men,  outvoted  by 
the  combined  strenirth  of  all  tin?  other  parties.  This  motion 
Mils  repeatedly  renewed  l>v  Iu-|»uMieans,  witli  no  better  suc- 
cess;  ami  the  llnuse  ()n<:e  voted  not  to  adjonin  till  a  Speaker 
sht)nlil  be  ehosen  ;  but,  after  a  tedious  and  exeitrd  nii^lit  ses- 
sion, this  itjsolve  was  re<?cinded,  and  the  debating,  with  occa- 
sional ballotinj]^,  continued.  On  the  27th,  so  many  TiieiulK-i-s, 
m*tinly  Southera,  had  ^one  home  to  spend  Christmas,  that 
Mr.  i'anks  needed  a  chan^^e  of  but  3  votes  to  elect  him,  —  he 
having'  loi)  to  105  for  all  others.  On  several  of  tlie  succeed- 
ing ballots  (lurinj]r  the  holidays,  i^Tr.  l>aaks  Lu  ked  but  3  and 
then  4  votes  of  a  inujority ;  but,  as  the  ub.sent  members 
returned,  the  ]>rosiK'et  of  an  election  receded.  At  lengtli,  on 
the  21st  of  January,  Mr.  Albert  Rust  (since  a  liebel  Briga- 
dier) of  Arkansas  moved  the  following; — 

Whmtu^  One  bundred  and  eighteen  meflbetnal  effurto  to  elect 
a  Speaker,  in  which  t  he  votes  have  been  divided  among  Mr.  Banka* 
Mr.  Bichardson,  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr.  Pennington,  must  have  rnndo 
it  manifest  to  tlioae  gentlemen  and  this  Congress  that  neither  of 
them  is  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House 
for  its  prestdinir  otlicer,  and  that  a  lonirer  jiersisteuce  on  the  part 
t)f  their  rcsjici'tive  friends  in  iinrin;,'  their  names  fur  this  utlico 
will  only  delay  the  oriranization  of  tiiis  lluui>e,  and  tlici-chy  |)rtt- 
vent  immediate  legislatiun,  when  Uie  common  interests  of  the 
whole  country  require  it :  Therefore, 

**  Jtatohed,  That  it  is  tbe  flense  of  this  Home  that  Messrs.  Banks, 
Biebardson,  FnUer,  and  Pennington,  by  witbdrawiog  their  name8» 
and  forbidding  their  use  aa  candidates  for  the  Speakership,  would 
remoTO  certain  and  msnrmonntable  ohetades  to  its  organisation, 
and  that  the  publiD  interasta  would  be  grsatlj  promoted  by  their 
doing  80." 

Hereupon,  Messrs.  Fuller  and  Fennington  promptly  gave 
notiGe  that  they  were  no  longer  candidates  for  Speaker.  Kr. 
Bnst^  finding  impediments  to  their  present,  considemtiony 
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withdraw  hoB  poamble  nd  reoobre,  giving  notioe  tliat  he 

would  reoffer  them  on  the  morrow. 

I  listened  to  his  pn)pusitioii  w  ith  iiiteiise  iudigimtion.  It 
was  based  on  au  as.siiiiijttion  iiutdiiously  falw,  ^ —  namely,  that 
the  or^^aiiizatiou  ol"  Lke  House  was  iiujiedcd  Viy  jiersonal  a«pi- 
ratioiLs  and  rivalries,  —  wlu  ii  all  knew  that  the  eoutiict  was 
one  of  principles,  and  that  liust  Iiimaelf  was  invincibly 
hostile  to  Banks  only  because  £aokfl  reprt^sented  resistance 
*  to  the  further  li!  vision  of  Slavery.  And  Mr.  Itenks's  sap- 
partersi  with  liia  hearty  coiieiimnoe»  had  onoe  and  again 
offered  to  let  a  plmalily  choofle»  00  that  his  and  their  oppo* 
seats  would  be  compelled  to  oonoentrate  their  strength  or 
aubmit  to  a  defeal  So  fer  as  the  Bepablicani  were  con- 
cemed,  they  had  long  stood  ready  and  eager  to  close  the  con- 
test in  the  only  practicable  way ;  and  it  was  a  wronsj  aud  an 
ULsult  fur  the  ant;iL'oiiist  jiartius,  who  could  not  unite  on  a 
candidate,  to  coml)inc  tlieir  forces  for  the  purpose  of  fh  i\  ing 
from  the  field  the  clioseu  candidate  of  the  liepuhlicans. 
Tliis  dictating  by  one  side  who  should  or  should  not  be  sup- 
ported by  the  other  seemed  to  me  a  gross  outi-age ;  and  I  so 
characterized  it  in  my  d^patchee  and  letters  to  The  Tribune. 

Mr,  Bust  renewed  his  proposition  on  the  23d ;  when  the 
House  refused  to  order  the  main  question  upon  it^  and  it 
vent  over  under  the  rule  to  the  next  day;  when,  on  motion 
<tf  Mr.  Pringle,  of  J!f ew  Yoxl;  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  100 
to  99. 

I  believe  it  was  on  this  day  that,  just  alter  the  House  had 

adjourned,  and  while  all  in  attendance  were  retnrning  to 
their  resjDective  lodgings,  T  was  accosted  by  a  stout,  atliletic 
man  whom  I  did  not  tlu  ii  knu  w,  but  afterward  ascertained  to 
be  Kust,  with  the  a1)nipt  question,  "Would  you  resent  an 
insult  ? "  "  Tiiat  depends  on  circumstances  "  wfi«?  my  answer. 
Tlie  words  were  scarcely  spoken  when  a  powertid  blow,  that 
I  neithcnr  saw  nor  anticipated,  temporarily  stunned  and  stag- 
gered me ;  but  I  brought  up  against  the  wooden  iniling  of 
the  walk  down  through  the  public  grounds,  from  the  Capitol 
to  the  Avenue.  Docena  of  all  partieB  were  aroond,  but  no 
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one  interposed;  and  Paist,  whirling  on  Ih'b  heel,  ]>i<K'(H'(lt'il  on 
his  way.  Smn  recm  ering  my  consciouaiiess,  I  followed ;  and, 
jxist  before  n  aehing  my  (National)  hotel,  overtook  Kust  and 
his  party,  who  were  probably  awaiting  me.  He  turned,  with 
three  or  four  friends  flankintj  him,  and  again  assaulted  me ; 
this  time  with  a  heavy  cane,  which  he  broke  over  my  arm,  — 
laiaed  to  gnaid  mj  head,  as  I  was  trying  to  dose  with  him. 
My  am  was  hadly  swelled  by  the  blow,  as  my  head  was  by 
its  predeoesflOT,  but  I  neither  fell  nor  recoiled;  and  Riist> 
soon  whirling  again,  went  on  hia  way,  while  I  repaired  to  my 
room  in  the  hotel,  which  I  was  obliged  to  keep  for  some  days 
thereafter.  Tlie  only  excuse  or  pretext  for  this  assault  was 
afforded  by  my  strictures  in  The  Tribune  on  liis  baffled  at- 
t^'iiipt  to  coerce  hii»  ]>olitical  o|i]"inents  into  voting  for  some 
one  ek»'  than  the  man  of  their  cliuiur  for  Speaker. 

I  cannot  now  remember  that  I  was  ever  seriously  assaidted 
since  my  boyhood  except  by  Rust  as  aforesaid.  Writing  the 
I^nest  and  squarest  Anglo-Saxon  I  know,  and  often  speak- 
ing of  political  opiwnents,  their  worlcs,  ways,  and  words,  in 
terms  that  coold  by  no  tolemble  stretch  of  courtesy  be  deemed 
flattering, — terms,  doubtless,  sometimes  misjudging  and  un- 
desenred, — I  suppose  I  ought  to  deem  myself  fortunate  in 
having  so  seldom  been  subjected  to  personal  violence.  Still, 
if  Rust's  assaults  were'  intended  to  convince  me  tiiat  his 
proposition  was  fair  and  manly,  they  certainly  failed  to  sub- 
serve their  purpose. 

Some  weeks  after  these  assaults,  I  was  waited  on  at  tlie 
Capitol  liy  the  Mai-slial  <tf  th^^  PistnVt,  who  wished  me  to  go 
before  the  Omnd  Jury  as  a  witness  against  Rust.  This  I  de- 
clined to  do,  unless  compelled  by  due  process  of  law ;  for,  I 
urged,  there  were  fully  a  score  who  witnessed  either  assault* 
all  under  eircnmstances  more  favorable  to  observation  than 
mine ;  and,  if  these  did  not  see  fit  to  testify,  why  call  on  me? 
I  did  not  choose  to  figure  as  an  informer  or  complainant.  I 
decidedly  profaned  not  to  have  the  wrath  of  the  law  placated 
hy  a  fine  of  $25  or  $50.  So  nothing  was  ever  done  in  the 
pnmises.   I  do  not  even  remember  that  Rust  was  ever  pro- 
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sented  by  Ms  admiieis  with  a  cane,  as  Mr.  BrookB  of  Saiii]i 
Carolina  was  with  seyeral  by  those  who  exulted  over  his  fiu 
more  savage  and  damaginjr  attack,  a  few  weeks  later,  on  Sen- 
ator Sumner,  —  a  crime  for  wliicli  a  Wasiiiu^tou  court  fiadl 
the  Hon.  culprit  $300. 

If  there*  bapi^t  us  to  be  any  one  who  decides  that  IvUiji's 
proposal  did  nut  justify  my  strictures  (which,  I  assume,  were 
severe),  I  ask  him  to  pass  judgment  on  one  that  was  sub- 
mitted, directly  after  Rust^s  was  disposed  of,  by  Hon.  Charles 
James  Faulkner  of  Virginia,  afterward  President  Bachanaii's 
Minister  rienipotentiaiy  to  LoodoiL   It  is  as  foUows : — 

**Re»ol9edf  That  the  pcrsisteiit  adhereaoe  of  the  RepuhUam 
party  to  the  Hoo.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  as  its  oandidate  ftr  tha 
office  of  Speaker,  after  the  repeated  manifestatkma  by  the  m^jovilj 
of  the  membera  of  this  Hoiue  that  he  does  not  poaiees  their  oon- 
fidenoa  for  that  aituation,  exhibits  a  determination  to  sacrifice  the 
publio  interests  of  the  oountiy  to  the  triumphs  of  a  personal  and 
aeotional  party ;  and  that  the  fbrther  oontiniiance  of  his  name 
before  this  body,  as  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  office  <i 
Speaker,  justly  attaches  to  his  supporters  the  responsibility  for  a 
failure  to  oi^aniee  this  Hoiise." 

I  do  not  belit'N  o  in  tlic  Liust  style  of  ai^imentation  ;  yet  T 
cannot  see  how  such  propositions  as  the  above  could  be  ap- 
propriately met  by  any  other. 

And  still  the  balloting  for  Speaker  went  fitfaUy  on,  alter- 
nated with  debates. 

President  Pierce  having  sent  in  his  Annnal  Message  on  the 
25th»  though  the  House  was  in  no  condition  to  leoeive  it, — 
Mr.  Banks  now  generally  lacking  six  or  seven  votes  of  being 
chosen, — while  all  manner  of  bfick-stairs  intrigues  were  fo- 
mented by  the  twenty  or  tliiity  nominal  Republicans  of 
wliuiii  <  ;ii  h  fiincied  that  /j^  avouLI  stand  a  good  chance  for 
the  Si»takoisliip  if  Hnitk.s  were  withdrawn;  and  oiif  or  two 
serion?^  but  un«nr*cesstul  attempts  havin<?  been  miide  to  con- 
centmte  the  entire  anti-Republican  vote  on  Hon.  James  L 
Orr  (Dem.),  of  Soutli  Carolina ;  at  length,  on  the  1st  of  Jeb- 
ruarjr,  a  motion  by  Hon.  John  Hickman,  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
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adopt  a  plumlify  role,  waa  defeated  the  doae  vote  of  108 
Yeas  to  1 10  Nays ;  so  that  it  was  evident  an  election  was  not 
hx  off.  Next  day,  Mr  Sumuel  A.  Smith  (Dem.),  of  Tennes- 
see, renewed  the  pvopositioa  in  this  shape : — 

**Re9oi9ed,  That  the  House  will  proceed  immediately  to  the 
election  of  a  Speaker  viva  noce.  H,  aitm  the  roll  shall  have  been 
called  tiufoe  thne^  no  member  shall  have  nn  l  ived  a  nuyoiity  of 
all  the  vnfes  oast,  the  roll  shall  again  be  called^  and  the  mcml'or 
"wlio  shall  then  receive  the  laigest  number  of  votes,  provided  it 
shall  be  a  majority  of  a  quormn,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected 
Speaker  of  the  HouM  of  Kepraaentativea  of  the  XXXI  Vth  Can- 
groHs. 

A  motion  to  lay  tliis  propcsitiiin  on  the  table  was  promptly 
voted  down, — 114  to  104.  —  ami  the  resolution  then  adopted, 
under  the  Previous  ()m'sti(»ii,  —  Yeas,  113;  Nays,  104.  The 
Democr.its  wlio  suppurleil  it  were  Mp<?sts.  Biirulay  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Clingman  of  Nortli  Carolina,  Ifcrbort  of  Talifornia, 
KiHy  of  New  York,  Andrr^w  Oliver  of  New  York,  8.  A.  Smith 
ol  Trimopspo,  and  John  ^\'illiams  of  New  York.  Soveml  at- 
t^'nijits  t<i  icsfind  the  abovn  nile  were  suorcssivcly  made  and 
votttl  <lo\vii  ;  aud  then  the  Ilonsc,  n-JcctiiiL:  all  motions  to 
adjourn,  proceeded  to  vote  under  it,  with  the  following 
result: — 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  of  Massachusetts 
WilUiun  Aiken,  of  South  Camltna 
Henry      Fuller,  of  Pennsylvania  . 


.  102 

102 

102 

108 

.  93 

»3 

92 

100 

U 

13 

13  ■ 

6 

S 

S 

5 

Tlio  Iluusr-  thoriMipnn,  on  motion  of  Mr.  (  'liiimnaii  of  North 
Carolina,  resolved,  by  155  to  4U,  tliut  iVIr.  Paiiks  had  been  duly 
elected  Speaker;  and  the  long  stm^^rle  was  over.  Ii  is  meoior- 
able  as  the  very  first  in  our  National  history  wherein  Northern 
resistance  to  Slavery  Extension  ever  won  in  a  fair,  staad  iip 
cont<?st,  without  <.t >romise  or  equivocation,  ^'inr  nrcks  had 
been  spent — 1  tliiak,  nut  uuprulitaldy  —  in  producing  this 
result ;  and  there  were  not  over  seventy-five  decided  Repub- 
licans iu  the  House  of  234  member^  in  which  it  was  achieved. 
Day  af  t€r  day,  those  who  still  insisted  on  holding  on  to  Banks 


Digitized  by  Google 


352  StECOLLECTIONS  OF  A  BUSY  UFE. 


had  beeu  mveiirbed  a^^auist  as  perilling  the  causo  for  their 
favorite;  when,  in  fact,  had  Banks  l>een  drr.ppt  J.  it.  would 
liave  been  found  impossible  to  concentrate  so  many  votes  on 
any  one  elfle,  as  were  nearly  (or  quite)  a  hundred  times  cast 
for  Mm.  The  readiness  of  his  Mends,  at  all  times,  to  adopt 
the  plmility  rale»  and  abide  the  result,  shielded  them  frcmi 
all  just  lepioaeh  as  wantonly  piotractuig  the  eonteat  If  ap- 
piopxiationa  were  needed,  it  became  the  snpporten  of  the  Ad- 
niinistiation  to  let  the  Honse  be  otgaousdd  under  that  rale»  so 
that  the  public  need  might  be  satisfied.  The  long  ocmtest 
had  proved  the  "American"  organization  a  m}i:h,  a  fofr-bank, 
an  illusion;  and  tlie  iicw-bom  Eepublican  party,  consolidated 
and  united  b)  this  atru^rirle,  mustered  heartily  and  formidably 
at  its  first  National  ( 'onveiition,  which  assembled  at  Pitts- 
bmg,  Pa.,  on  the  22d  of  that  month. 


Mr.  Banks,  thougli  then  in  las  second  term,  pimod  an 
excellent  Sjx  akpr,  • — prompt,  vigorous,  decided,  and  just. 
Though  a  majority  n^mained  politically  hostile  to  him,  an<l 
the  waves  of  paitj  passion  ran  very  high,  I  believe  but  one 
of  the  manj  decisions  made  by  him  Speaker  was  oxet- 
ruled ;  and  the  House,  on  calmer  oonsideration,  reconsidered 
its  overruling  vote.  Abler  men  may  have  filled  that  difficult 
post ;  but  no  man,  I  judge,  ever  gave  himself  more  unresenr- 
edly  to  the  dischai^e  of  its  arduous  duties.  I  have  heard 
that  Mr.  Banks  was  a  schoolmaster  in  his  youth,  and  his 
manner  in  the  chair  often  countenanced  the  tradition.  If  he 
had  a  fault,  it  was  that  of  overdnin,^^  inqiclled  by  al)Sorbin<^ 
anxiety  to  keep  in  order  a  body  essentially  turbulent,  and 
inclined  to  resent  and  baffle  any  attempt  to  draw  the  reins 
too  tightly.  The  tern})tation.s  to  an  opposite  course  are  v<-n* 
strong,  and  presiding  ofhcers  far  oftener  eir  on  tiie  side  of 
laxity  than  on  that  of  ligor. 


XLII. 

TBBHONT.  —  BVOHAir  Air.  —  DO  VftlAB. 

THE  popuLar  elections  of  1854-55  had  made  manifest 
the  fact  that  the  Opposition,  if  united,  ou  une  ticket,  waa 
strong  enough  to  oust  the  Democratic  party  from  power  at 
Washington ;  the  long  and  arduous  struggle  for  Speaker  had 
shown  that  such  combination  could  only  be  effected  with 
great  difficulty,  if  at  all.  The  "  American  "  party  was  fint  m 
the  field, — flelecting  as  its  candidates  Millard  Fillmore^  of 
Kew  Yorl^  for  President^  ^tii  Andxew  J.  Baoelson  (nephisw 
and  iifT|>M*«A»  of  ''Old  Hickoiy'^,  of  Tennessee,  for  Tioe- 
Pksaident^ — men  of  decided  l  ersooal  strength,  bat  impossible 
candidates  for  the  Bepnblicans,  becanse  ladundly  hostile  to 
their  cardinal  principle  The  Democrats  nejtt  held  their  Con- 
vention, and  liuiiiiiKtted  James  Biu  lianan,  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
President,  with  Jc»liii  C.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky,  for  Vice- 
President  President  Pierce  and  Senator  D<)u;j;la8  were  Mr.  l^u- 
ehanan's  competitors,  and  were  wisplv  deleated, — eacli  of  thera 
hein^  conspicuously  identified  with  the  Nebraska  bill ;  while 
Mr.  Buchanan,  ha\nng  been,  throughout  President  Pierce's  term, 
Envoy  to  Great  Britain,  had  escaped  all  complication  in  the 
popular  mind  with  that  measossL  And^  as  Pennsylvania  was 
the  probable  piTOt  of  the  contest^  it  was  manifestly  wise  to 
present  a  Pennsylyanian  for  the  fint  offica  TheBepublicans, 
meeting  last^  nominated  Coloret  John  GL  Fremont,  of  Oalifai^ 
tOM,  for  President,  with  Willwm  I*  Dayton,  of  Kew  Jersey, 
for  Vice-President.  They  were  strongly  urged  to  present 
John  McLean,  of  Ohio,  then  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
for  the  fi^st  office,  with  the  assaimice  that  he  could  secure  the 
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haJk  of  the*  Americaa''  Tote, — at  least  in  the  !EVee  Statea, — 
and  thus  probably  cany  P^iiiiaylvaiua  and  Indiana.  Thk 
aaamance  seemed  to  leat  on  no  certain  or  tangible  data^  and 
wtm  overruled,  —  a  mktaka  (if  such  it  were)  for  which  I  ae* 

cept  my  lull  share  of  responsibility.  I  felt  that  Colonel  Fro- 
mont's  {ulvtmturous,  dashin^^^  career  had  given  iuui  populitiiiy, 
witli  our  young  men  especially ;  aud  I  had  no  faith  in  the 
practicability  of  our  winning  many  votes  from,  those  "  Amen- 
caus  "  who  werc  not  heartily  Piepuljh'cans. 

Our  oanvass  was  very  animated,  and  our  hopes,  for  a  season, 
qilite  sanguine,  especially  after  Maine  had  gone  for  us  in 
teniber,  by  25,000  plurality;  but  the  October  elections  gave 
ns  a  cold  chill, — Pennsylvania  choosing  the  Democratio 
State  officers,  hy  3,000  nugority,  over  the  vote  of  Uie  cont* 
Inned  Opposition,  with  16  of  the  25  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  a  majority  in  the  Legislators.  Indiana  likewiBs 
went  against  the  combined  Opposition,  by  an  average  majority 
of  more  than  6,000 ;  and  when  it  transpired  that  the  "  Ameri- 
can" loaders,  rejecting  all  ollei's  to  run  combined  tickets,  per- 
sisted ill  nmning  distinctive  Fillmore  tickets  for  Electors  in 
each  of  these  (a^  in  most  other)  States,  it -was  clear  that  we 
were  doomed  to  defeat,  —  all  the  States  that  we  could  still 
rationally  hope  to  cany  casting  less  than  half  the  Electoral 
votes.  Yet  we  fought  on  with  much  resolution,  thon;^^]i  vnih. 
little  hope ;  giving  Fremont  and  Dayton  the  six  New  England 
States,  by  dear  mcgorities;  New  York,  hy  80,000  plnialitf ; 
and  Ohio,  by  nesfly  17,000 ;  while  Michigan,  Iowa,  and  Wis- 
consin went  decidedly  for  ns^  as  Illinois  would  have  done  had 
Hieie  been  no  third  ticket  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  each 
gave  Mr.  Buchanan  a  bare  majority  over  the  two  opposing 
tickets.  ^Ir.  Fillmore  received  tlie  8  electoral  voti^s  of  Mary- 
land only  ;  Colonel  Fremont  liad  114  votes,  —  those  of  eleven 
Free  States;  while  Mr.  Buchanan  was  elected  by  112  votta 
from  fourteen  Slave  S't.ates,  and  62  from  five  Free  State**, — 
174  in  all,  or  a  clear  majority.  Tlie  aggregate  popular  vote 
stood  :  Buchanan,  1,838,232 Fremont,  1 ,341,514 ;  Fillmore, 
87^707.    Buchanan's  inaogoiation  (March  4,  1857)  was 
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swiftljr  followed  by  tlie  sinoe  fknunis  Died  Soott  deeision  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  denied  the  n^t  of  Congress  to 
prohibit  slaveholding  in  the  Territories  of  the  Union,  and 
proclaimed  it  the  notion  of  our  licvolutionary  fathers  tliat 
Wa(  ks  have  no  rij?hts  tliat  Wliites  are  bonne  I  to  r«^sj>ect.  Mr. 
Huclianan  forejshadowed  this  flecision  in  lus  huiu<j:unil,  gave 
it  his  hearty  indoiseiaeut,  and  commended  it  to  geueial  ap- 
piovaL   

Kensas  had  begun  to  be  settled  in  1854,  directly  after  the 
ptaaage  of  the  Nebraska  faiD,  and  had  inevitably  become  mi 
anna  of  atrife  and  violence.  Cdoniea  were  sent  thither  from 
the  States  expmslyio  nunild  her  to  the  nsea  of  Free  Ia-. 
hor;  while  wealoer  cdoniee  were  sent  thither  from  the  South, 
to  Innd  her  to  the  car  of  Slaveiy.  These  would  have  been 
cf  small  account  had  they  not  been  largely  snppleniented 
by  the  incui'sions  of  Missourians,  who,  thoroughly  armed, 
swarmed  across  the  unmarked  border  whenever  an  election 
was  imjieudiiig  ;  camping  in  tlie  vicinity  of  most  of  tlie  polls, 
whereof  they  t(j(jk  unceremonious  possession,  and  voting  till 
they  were  sure  that  no  more  votes  were  needed ;  when  they 
decamped,  and  returned  to  their  Missouri  homes.  Ab  the 
•  Ree-State  settlers  refused  to  be  thus  subjugated,  there  were 
soon  two  Temtorial  legislatare^  with  sheri^  and  courts  to 
match;  and  these  inevitably  led  to  collisions  of  authoritieB 
and  of  forces^  resulting  in  general  insecurity  and  turmoil,  with 
occasional  sacrifices  of  propeiiy  and  of  life.  Congress  had  tried 
to  end  these  disorders ;  but  no  plan  could  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  two  Houses,  and  nothing  ^vas  effected.  At  length,  in  the 
Summer  of  1857,  the  pro-Slavery  minority,  ])0\verfully  aided 
by  the  "  Conler  Ruffians,"  elected  a  Convention,  fi-amed  a  Pro- 
Slavm'-  Constitution,  adopted  it  after  their  iasliion,  and  sent 
it  to  Congress  for  approval  and  ratification.  It  was  known  as 
the  "  T/>compton "  (jonstitution,  from  the  place  where  it  was 
&bncated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  at  first  hesitated  to  indorse  or  he  complicated 
with  this  procedure ;  so  that  there  was  trouble  in  the  camp; 
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and  it  wm  cam&tLy  imparted  ihafe  bk  lass  scniiiilro  Sem^ 
l^of  the  Ti«a8a23r>  —  Howdl  Gobb«  of  Geoigia^  —  bdi^ 
mIdmI  1)7  a  viaitor  what  *wb8  tiie  matter,  caaelMa^y  replied 

*  0»  not  much ;  011I7  Old  Back  Sa  opposing  tbe  Administni- 
tion."  Senator  Douglas,  on  the  one  hand,  ttt  fini  eeemed 
inclined  t<>  the  side  of  the  Missourians,  whose  cause  he  had 
upheld  with  signal  abiHty  and  energy  in  the  preceding  Con- 
gress ;  but  he  soon  demonstnited  in  lavor  of  genuine  "  I*()}>ular 
Sovereignty,"  in  Kansas,  wliit  li  was  iiLS  ninro  natural  and  con- 
sistent position.  Reports  of  tliLs  change  had  jireceded  his 
appearance  in  Washington  as  a  member  of  the  XXXVth  Con- 
gress ;  flo  Uiat,  on  his  caUing  to  paj  hie  reapects  to  the  Pkeei- 
•dent^  an  animated  and  spicy  colloquy  on  the  ruling  topic  was 
al  once  eommenced  by  his  host.  "Mr.  Donglaa,"  aaid  the 
P^ident^  "how  are  we  to  allay  the  ocmtention  and  trouble 
created  by  this  strife  orver  the  Lecompton  Omstitisdon?* 

*  Why,  Mr.  President,**  replied  his  guest,  "  I  do  nob  see  how 
31011  should  have  any  tiouble  in  the  premises.  The  Gonstita- 
Mon  6a3rs, '  Congress  shall  make  all  neediul  rules  and  regula- 
tions re8[)ecting  tlie  Territ( tries,'  vv:c.,  but  I  caiuii.^i  recall  any 
clause  wliicli  requires  the  P/rsidnit  to  make  any.'*  Thus  the 
conversation  ran  on,  until  the  President,  waxing  warm,  saw 
fit  to  warn  his  visitor  that  his  present  course  would,  if  per^ 
sisted  in,  soon  carry  him  out  of  the  Democratic  jmrty.  "  Mr. 
Senator,"  he  inquired,  "  do  you  clearly  apj>rehend  the  goal  to 
which  you  are  now  tsending  ?  "  Yes,  sir,"  promptly  responded 
Ihe  Little  Giant ;  *'  I  have  taken  a  through  ticket,  and  checked 
an  my  baggage."  Further  disciusion  bcdng  obviously  uaeleai^ 
Mr.  Douglas  soon  left  the  White  Hoose^  and  I  believe  he  did 
not  visit  it  again  during  Mr.  Buchanan's  administitttioo. 

J  

The  XXXVth  Congress,  which  bad  been  maudy  chosen 
simultaneously  with  Mr.  Buchanan,  or  nearly  so,  was  decid- 
edly Democratic,  and  still  more  strongly  pro-Slaveiy,  —  the 
Senate  impregnably  so,  by  about  two  to  one,  —  and  yet.  so 
flagrant  were  the  enormiiies  of  the  Lecompton  measure  and  so 
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mmfmtfBm  the  ability  and  the  energy  of  l£r.  Bougks,  who  led 
fte  venBtenee  to  1%,  and  thiew  his  whola  soul  into  the  work, 
tlttt  the  attempt  to  make  Kansas  a  Sla^  State  under  the 
leoomploa  Gonstitation  (which  her  people  were  forbidden  to 
ehange  to  the  detament  of  Slavery  for  several  years  to  come) 
was  fiuily  beaten;  heing  vitally  amended  in  the  Honse  by  e 
vote  of  120  to  112,  affcer  it  had  passed  the  Senate  by  35  to  23. 
The  Senate  at  firjit  refused  to  concur  by  34  Iq  22 ;  whereupon 
a  conference  was  had,  and  an  equivocal  compromise  measure 
thereby  devised  and  carrit^l  tluough  both  Houses  hy  nearly  a 
party  vote.  But,  as  this  measure  gave  the  iK'oplc  of  Kansa.^ 
a  chance  indirectly  to  vote  upon  and  reject  the  Lecompton 
Bcbeme,  sooh  a  vote  was  thereupon  had,  and  the  scheme  re- 
ject<^d  by  an  ovenvhelming  majority.  Kansas  thns  remained 
a  leiritcny  nntil  alter  the  secession  from  Congress  of  most  of 
the  Sontfaem  Senatois,  early  in  1861,  when  she  was  admitted 
as  a  IVee  States,  with  the  hearty  assent  of  three  fourths  of  her 


Mr.  Douglas's  second  term  as  Senator  expired  with  the 

Congress  in  which  he  made  his  gallant  and  successful  struggle 
against  what  I  deemed  a  great  and  perilous  Mrrong,  —  a  wrong 
80  palpable  that  the  eminent  Senator  Hanimuiid,  of  South 
Carolina,  who  supported  it  at  every  step,  afterward  publicly 
declared  that  the  Lecompton  bill  should  at  once  have  been 
kicked  out  of  Congress  as  a  fiaad.  It  seemed  to  me  that  not 
only  magnanimity,  but  policy,  dictated  to  tlui  Republicans  of 
Ulinois  that  they  should  promptly  and  heartily  tender  their 
SQpport  to  Mr.  Douglas,  and  thua  insnre  his  reelection  for  % 
tidid  term  with  snhstantial  nnanimity.  They  did  not  concur, 
hovrever,  but  received  the  suggestion  with  passionate  impa* 
tience.  Having  for  a  quarter  of  a  oentoiy  confronted  Mr. 
Douglas  as  the  ablest,  most  alert,  most  effective,  of  their  ad- 
versaries, tliey  could  not  now  be  induced  to  regard  him  in  a 
different  light ;  and,  beside,  their  hearts  wem  set  on  tlie  elec- 
tiun,  as  Iiis  successor,  of  their  own  especial  favorite  and  cham- 
pion, Abraham  liucoin,  who,  though  the  goontiy  at  large 
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scarcely  knew  liim  as  for  a  single  term  a  Representative  in 
Congress,  was  endeared  to  them  by  his  tested  etiiciency  as  a 
canvasser  and  his  honest  worth  as  a  v.v.wx.  Four  years  before^ 
the  Whig  portion  of  tiiem  had  wish^  to  make  him  Senator  ; 
hut  the  fax  iewet  anti-Nebraska  Democrats  held  the  balanoe 
of  power^  and  tihey  decisively  said^  ^  Ton  will  elect  ovr  leader, 
Lyman  Trumbull,  or  you  will  not  elect  at  alL"  Haviiig  giyan 
way  then,  the  gieat  body  of  the  party  had  folly  resolved  that 
lincotn  shonld  be  their  candidate  now,  and  that^  at  all  events^ 
Douglas  shonld  Twt  be.  So  Lincoln  was  nominated,  and  a(v 
Cei)te(l  in  a  memorable  speech;  and  the  State  was  canvassed 
by  him  and  l)ou^'la,s  as  it  had  never  before  been,^ —  they  re- 
peatedly speaking;  alternately  from  the  same  stand  to  <:jather- 
ings  of  (lee[»ly  inliTe.sted  and  intently  listening  thousanils. 
Tn  the  event,  Mr.  Douglas  secured  a  small  majority  in  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  was  reelected ;  but  Mr.  Lincoln's 
friends  chiinied  a  considerable  majority  for  their  favorite  in 
the  aggregate  popular  yote.  They  did  not^  for  a  while,  incline 
to  f oi^ye  me  for  the  suggestion  tiiat  it  would  have  been  wiser 
and  better  not  to  have  opposed  Mr.  Douglas's  return;  hoU^  I 
itill  abide  in  that  conyiction. 


!Mr.  Douglas  \\as  the  readiest  man  I  ever  knew.  He  was 
not  a  liard  student ;  if  he  had  been,  it  would  have  been  diiii- 
cult  to  set  limits  to  his  power.  I  have  seen  hiiu  rise  in  the 
Senate  ([uite  at  fault  with  regard  to  essential  facts  in  c«ntn>- 
versy,  and  thence  make  damaging  blunders  in  deWbe;  but 
he  readily  caught  at  and  profited  by  any  suggestion  thrown 
out  by  friend  or  foe ;  and  no  American  ever  excelled  him  in 
off-huid  discussion :  so  that,  even  if  wonted  in  the  firet  stagey 
he  was  apt  to  regain  lus  lost  ground  as  he  went  on.  Once, 
as  I  sat  with  the  senior  Frands  P.  Blair  and  one  or  two  oCheia 
outside  the  bar  of  the  Senate  in  1856,  he  made  us  the  teit  of 
an  amusing  dissertatUm  on  the  piebald,  ring-etreaked,  and 
speckled  materials  whereof  the  new  Republican  party  was 
oumposed ;  aud,  passing  us  soon  afterwai'd,  he  iiuiled  me  fauiil- 
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kr]y  with  the  iiiterrogitioi^  "Didn't  I  give  yoa  a  good  torn 
just  now?"  At  a  later  day^when  the  Leoompton  struggle 
vas  in  progress,  a  mutual  Mend,  lememberiiig  that  my  strio- 
tuies  on  Mr.  Douglss  in  foimer  yean  had  been  of  a  very 
caustic  sort,  inquired  of  him  whether  he  had  any  objections, 
on  account  of  tliose  stiictui\'s,  to  meeting  me  on  a  friendly 
footiiig.  "  Certainly  nut,"  wtus  instant  response ;  "  1  always 
pay  that  class  of  debts  as  I  go  along.'*  Our  country  lias  often 
been  called  to  mourn  severe,  untimely  losses ;  yet  I  deem 
the  death  of  Stephen  A-  Douglas,  just  at  the  outbreak  of  our 
great  Civil  War,  and  when  he  had  thrown  his  whole  soul  into 
the  cause  of  the  coontij,  one  of  the  most  grievous  and  ip< 
lepaiable. 


Ifr.  Buchanan^  Hiough  bom  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  centuy 
eazlier,  sanived  Mr.  Douglas  by  fnlly  seven  years ;  dying  in 
1868,  when  he  had  long  outlived  whatever  influence  or  con- 
sideration he  may  once  Lave  enjoyed.  ^Uike  and)itious  and 
timid,  his  conduct  throuo^hout  the  initial  stage  of  the  Rebel- 
lion is  yet  unaccountable  on  any  hypothesis  but  that  of 
secret  pledges,  made  by  him  or  for  him,  to  the  Southern 
leaders  when  he  was  an  aspirant  to  the  Presidency,  that 
fettered  and  paralyzed  him  when  they  perverted  the  power 
enjoyed  by  them  as  members  of  his  Cabinet  to  the  disruption 
and  overthrow  of  the  Union.  That,  during  those  last  mourn* 
fai  months  of  his  nominal  role^  he  repeatedly  said  to  tiioee 
around  him,  "I  am  the  last  President  of  the  United  States," 
I  firmly  bdieve;  that  he  proclaimed  and  aigoed  that  the 
Federal  government  had  no  constitutional  right  to  defend  its 
own  existence  against  State  secession,  is  matter  of  public 
record-  Though  he  had  spent  what  should  have  been  the 
better  part  of  a  long  life  in  orking  his  way  up  to  the  Presi- 
dential ciiair,  I  think  the  verdict  of  history  must  be  that  it 
would  have  been  far  better  for  liis  own  fame,  as  well  as  better 

lor  the  countiy,  that  he  had  failed  to  obtain  iU 
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F BOH  tiieluiiiriiteUatem  1848.  the  diioov«^ 
j9^«wrt  m  Galifonua  had 
tkn  thither,  insQxuig  theiapid  growth  of  eneigetio  and  tfaiiftj 
aettleiiieiits  of  oar  coantrymexi  oa  that  lemote  and  pup/icmif 
vnattnctivd,  ^linly  peopled  coast,  tho  construction  of  a  gieal 
Intflmational  Baihrayftam  the  Minouii  to  theBwifiofoomod 
to  me  impeiative  and  inevitable.  I  oonld  not  deem  it  pmeti- 
eaUe  to  letoin  permanently  under  one  govetimieiit  ooimnmii* 
ties  of  many  millions  of  intelligent,  aspirings  umperiooa  peopla^ 
eepaiated  fifteen  hundred  miles  of  desert,  tmvened  by  two 
great  mountain-chains,  beside  innumeiable  eliiafeen»  epvia 
and  isolated  eommitSk  and  oompdLling  a  teaort,  for  oompan^ 
tively  easy,  cheap,  and  speedy  transit,  to  a  ciicoit  of  many 
tfaoQiHUide  of  miles.  A  Bunfic  Railroad  was  thus  accepted  by 
me  at  a  very  early  day  as  a  Katioiial  necessity,  alike  in  its 
political  and  its  oommeicial  a^ieets ;  and*  while  othcn  were 
scofi&ngly  likeniqg  it  to  a  tonnel  under  the  Atlantic  or  a 
bridge  to  the  moon,  I  was  pondering  the  probabilities  and 
means  of  its  earfy  oonsbrootioQ.  I  resolved  to  make  a  jonmey 
of  observation  across  the  contim  nt,  with  reference  to  the 
natmal  obstacles  presented  to,  and  facilities  afforded  for,  its 
OOnstniction ;  but  no  opportunity  (ot  executing  this  purpose 
was  aflbrded  me  prior  to  the  year  18o9.  1  then  hoped*  rather 
than  confidently  expected,  that,  on  publicly  annonnoing  my 
intention,  some  friend  might  o£br  to  bear  me  oompany  on  this 
jonney ;  but  my  hope  was  not  realized.  One  friend  did  pro- 
pose to  go;  bat  his  wifo's  veto  oyenroledlus  not  YerystablxHii 
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revive.  I  started  alone,  on  the  Otli  of  May,  and  travelled  rap- 
idly, via  Cleveland,  Chicago,  Quiiic/«  and  the  North  Missoori 
Bailroad,  to  St  Joseph ;  thence  dropping  down  the  MiMKnizi 
to  Atchison,  and  tfaYeroiiig  Kansas,  by  Leavenworth  and 
Wjmdot^  to  Owcwatomie ;  theaoe  Yiaiting  Lawienoe  and  xe- 
tandug  to  Leavemmth,  wlieoce  tiie  "Pike'a  Peak**  ati^ 
eained  me,  thtoiigli  Topeka,  Mianhattan,  and  Fort  RDey;  to 
Jimdikm  City,  Hian  the  western  ofutpoat  of  cmliattion  in  tibal 
qnaitaE'. 

We  stopped  overnight  at  the  said  city,  and  I  visited  a 
brother  editor,  who  was  printing  there  a  little  Democratic 
weeldy,  for  which  he  may  ])ossil)Iy  have  had  two  hundred 
8uhseril>er3 ;  but,  if  so,  T  am  confident  that  not  one  half  of 
them  ever  paid  Iiim  tlie  first  cent.  He  was,  primaiily,  t\5?  I 
rpTnpTnl>er,  a  Texan;  but,  having  spent  two  years  in  California, 
he  gave  me  the  most  rapturous  commendations  of  the  beautaeas, 
glories,  and  delights  of  that  i^on.  "  Ijb  is  the  greatest^  tiie 
finest,  the  most  attractive  eoontiy  that  man  ever  saw,**  he 
cmcliided.  ^Then  why  ate  ytmnot  atiU  in  CUifonnaf  *  I' 
iaqmred, glancing  around  bis  doleftil  Uttte shantjr.  "Because 
I  am  a  great  footL"  be  bifainify  xefdied.  I  did  not  see  bov 
piofitabljr  to  pKottact  tbe  discnssian. 


We  left  Junction  City  on  a  bright  morning  late  in  May, 
following  a  new  tmil,  win  h  ke]»t  within  sight  of  the  Solo 
mon's  or  middle  fork  of  the  Kansas  liiver  for  the  next  two 
liTindred  miles.  The  country  was,  in  the  main,  gently  rolling 
prairie,  covered  with  luxuriant  young  grass,  and  fairly  glow- 
ii^  with  flowers.  Antelopes,  though  shy,  were  frequently 
seen  at  a  distance,  which  they  lapidly  inofeaeed.  Streams 
rammig  into  the  Solomon,  across  our  tiack,  were  at  first  fre- 
quent, and  often  skirted  with  tms;  bat  grew  scarcer  and 
inoie  scanty  as  ve  proceeded.  There  was  some  variety  of 
timber  in  tlie  wet  bottoms  at  first;  bnt  soon  the  species 
dwindled  to  two, — Cottonwood  and  a  low,  wide-branching 
Water  Elm ;  at  length,  upon  passing  a  wide  belt  of  thin  soil. 
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what  ieemad  to  Ve  a  reddish  buModo,  bolli  wood 
and  water  almost  entirely  vanished,  save  as  we  desciied  the 
former  at  intervals  in  the  bottoms  of  the  Solomon,  some  miks 

to  the  left  (south)  of  va.  The  Cayota  or  Prairie  Wolf  (a  mmsi 
sort  of  stunted  or  foresIiortt-ncJ  fox)  was  infre<^iieiitly  seen; 
the  bolder  and  ^uiU^  iui  iiiiJai»le  Giuy  Wolf  more  rarely ;  soon, 
the  under^Mouud  Iodides  of  tlin  I*rairie  Dog  (a  condensed  gray 
squirrel)  covered  roods  oi  the  ground  we  traversed,  —  our 
newly  In  !  jjath  lying  right  aci*os8  several  of  their  towns " 
which  it  hod  not  yet  impeUod  them  to  desert.  1  refused,  at 
first,  to  credit  the  plainsmen's  stories  that  an  Owl  and  a  Kattle- 
anake  were  habitually,  if  not  oniformly,  fellow-tenaiLts  of  hii 
'hde^with  the  Ftaiiie  Dog,  though  I  had  abeadjseenmaiij 
Owls  sttttng,  as  we  came  near,  each  at  the  numth  of  a  holfl^ 
after  the  Praizie  Dog  had  badced  his  quick,  shaxp  note  of 
alann  at  our  approach,  and  dropped  into  it;  bat  I  was  finafif 
compelled  to  snccumb  to  testimony  that  could  not  be  gaia- 
sayed.  Tlie  rationale  of  tlie  odd  partnership  is  tliis :  the 
Rattlesnake  wants  a  Lxlgin^;,  and  cannot  ea^dy  di<»  one  in  that 
conijmct  soil ;  the  I'rairie  Doj^  dots  nt  want  to  be  dug  out  and 
eaten  by  the  Cayota,  as  he  quickly  and  surely  would  l>e  but 
for  the  protection  afforded  by  the  Rattlesnake's  deadly  ^ngs. 
What  the  Owl  (a  small  particolored  one)  makes  by  the  asso- 
ciation, 1  do  not  80  clearly  comprehend;  but  I  suspect  the 
Hawk  wonld  pounce  upon  and  devour  him  but  for  the  ugly 
oastomer  presumed  to  be  just  at  hand,  and  ready  to  mix  in^" 
if  any  outsider  shouM  ventoie  to  meddle  with  the  Owl ;  whoas 
partnership  duties  are  plainly  those  of  a  watch-dog  or  lodkooi 


Beyond  the  sterile  sandstone  lK?lt,  we  struck  a  wide  stretch 
of  almost  woodless,  gently  rolling  prairie,  thickly  rv^ticulated  . 
by  tortuous  buffalo  paths,  with  frequent  skeletons  and  still 
more  plenteous  skulls,  —  the  soil  being  covered  by  a  men} 
sward  of  the  short,  strong  buffalo-^n-ass  ;  and  soon  we  came  in 
sight  of  galloping,  fleeing  heixls  of  first  three  and  four,  then 
twenty  to  a  handled  aod  fifty^  bofialoeSj  generally  running 
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sontliward,  in  tlieir  alarm  at  our  appearance,  to  seek  safety  m 
mart!  taiiiiliar  haimts,  —  the  entire  host  being  at  this  time  in 
movement  northward.  Twenty  or  thirty  miles  farther  on, 
ha\  in^  reached  the  summit  of  a  gentle  slo^Ki,  we  looked  down 
its  western  coimterptirt  to  the  pretty  brook  at  its  base,  per- 
li&p6  five  miles  distant*  and  thence  up  the  opposite  ^'nae/'^ 
the  eye  taking  in  at  a  glance  at  least  a  hundred  square  miles 
oC  cloae-fed  velvet  glad^  whereof  nearljr  or  quite  lialf  was 
cowed  \(f  bnffiilo,  not  "as  thick  as  they  could  stand,"  bat  as 
dose  together  as  they  oonld  oomfortably  feed  Say  that 
there  ireie  bat  twenty  (instead  of  fifty)  sqoaie  miles  of  bof- 
fidoes  In  sight,  and  that  each  one  had  four  squsze  rods  oC 
frmund  to  himself,  the  number  in  sight  at  onoe  was  512,000. 
And  for  three  days  we  were  oftener  in  than  out  of  si^dit  of 
these  vast  herds,  and  must  have  seen  seveiul  laillions  of  buf- 
faloes. In  fact,  we  could  with  diHiculty  avoid  them,  —  our 
driver  bein;^  on<  e  oMiiicd  to  stnp  liid  team,  or  allow  it  and  us 
to  1)0  ov(;rwhelmed  and  crushed  by  a  frightened,  furious  herd, 
which,  liaving  commenced  its  stampede  southward  across  our 
path  forty  or  fifty  rods  ahead  of  us,  continued  to  follow  each 
other  in  blind  succession  until  we  must  have  gone  down  and 
rofled  over  beneath  their  thundering  ohaige  (as  an  empfy 
stage  did  a  few  days  afterward),  if  we  had  not  halted,  and  so 
avoided  them.  A  day  or  two  before,  an  agent  of  the  lin<>, 
who  was  riding  a  hoEse  along  the  track,  unthinking  of  danger, 
wuB  bome  down  by  a  herd  started  1^  some  emigiants  the 
other  side  of  an  elevation,  and  instantly  hurled  to  the  earth- 
Though  badly  hurt,  he  saved  himself  from  death  by  firing  all 
the  barrels  of  his  revolver  at  the  gnmt  brutes  carr^rincf  madly 
over  hi8  prostrate  form  ;  Init  his  horse  was  instantly  killed. 

Emei-gin*,'  from  the  Inittalo  rcirion,  tlie  soil  iK'came  visibly 
thinner,  and  the  vegetation  poorer  and  poorer,  until  —  the 
head  sources  of  the  Solomon  having  been  passed  —  we  bore 
rather  north  of  west  across  several  tributaries  to  tlie  I^epu!)- 
lioan  or  main  northern  branch  of  the  Kansas,  which  we  found 
heie  a  rapid,  shallow  stream,  perhaps  a  hundred  yards  wide 
by  one  to  two  feet  deep,  rippling  over  a  bed  of  ooaise  sand 
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iiid  gtmUt  wiCh  a  yerf  fern  eottoDwoodB  thiiilj  dotting  ila 
iMoki  at  long  interrals,  —  precionfl  little  ihiD,  coane  gnas 
"being  occasionally  discernible.  A  mule,  l)itten  in  the  jaw  by 
a  i  .ittlesnake,  lying  dead  beside  a  station-tent,  was  one  of  the 
fmsber  features  of  this  dreary  region.  A  stiint^d  cactus  — 
which  reared  its  small,  prickly  leaves  barely  alwjse  the 
^ound — ^here  began  to  be  manifest.  Following  up  the 
dwindling  river,  we  soon  came  to  a  "sink,"  —  the  entire 
stieam  percolating  for  fifteen  or  twenty-  miles  hence  througji 
its  gravelly  bed  far  below  the  surface  of  the  earth, — a  team- 
ster, who  dug  through  eight  feet  of  sand  and  gravel  mqiiea:^ 
of  mter.  for  his  fainting  beasts,  being  obliged  to  dedst  with-  - 
out  finding  any.  Most  <^  the  tributaries  we  doased  on  the 
Bepublican  were  simply  broad  beds  of  coaiae,  looser  diy  sand, 
into  which  oor  mnles  often  siuik  to  a  depth  of  several  inohea  ; 
tiiongh  in  Winter  and  Spring  I  presume  these  are  consider- 
able brooks.  Wood  here  became  so  scarce  that,  to  supply 
one  station,  it  had  to  be  carted  sixteen  miles.  At  lengtli.  wo 
left  tlie  head  springs  of  the  Be[)ublican  on  our  right,  auU. 
struck,  a  few  miles  on,  a  northern  tributary  of  the  Arkansas, 
known  as  the  "  Big  Sandy,"  which  we  ascended  some  twenty 
or  tiiirty  miles ;  finally  leaving  it  on  our  left  Its  bed  was 
*  dry,  o(  rather  coarse  sand,  and  often  oovered  with  a  white» 
alkaline  efflorescence ;  but,  occasionally,  a  small  stream  ran 
gently  abov^groond,  under  one  of  its  bank%  where  the  chan- 
nel had  been  worn  exceptionally  deep. 

Soon  after  leaving  the  Big  Scuidy,  we  crossed  the  head  wa- 
teis  of  Bijou  Greel^  which  runs  northward  into  the  South 
Flatte.  Pike's  Peak/*  snow-crowned,  had  for  some  time 
been  yisible  nearly  west  of  ns ;  soon,  we  fouid  deeper  m« 
vines  and  steeper  hiUs  than  we  had  seen  since  we  left  the 
Missouri,  with  tliin  clumps  of  Yellow  or  Pitch  Pine,  —  out- 
post?? of  the  Eockv  Mountain  forests,  —  occasionally  cn\  oring 
patches  of  their  sides  or  crests  :  the  sc)il  l)eing  sterile,  and  tlie 
grass  too  scanty  to  nourish  sweeping  fires  at  any  season. 
Alter  a  few  houra  of  this,  we  descended  to  the  valley  of 
Cheny  Creek,  near  the  point  where  it  emeiges  fsom  tha 
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mountains,  and»  following  down  its  east  bank  to  its  entrance 
into  the  South  Platte,  saluted,  one  bright  morning  in  June, 
after  a  rou^li,  chillj,  all-night  ride,  \hA  rifting  city  of  D£NY£Il 


Denver  ires  thfiiL  about  six  months  old ;  bat  the  riyal  cilj 
of  Atiraria  (since  absorbed  by  it),  lying  just  aoroes  the  bed 
of  Cherry  Creek  (which  saddenly  dded  up  at  this  point  dm^ 
tag  one  night  of  my  brief  sojoom),  had  already  attained  sa 
anti(][uity  of  nearly  a  year:  As  there  iraa  no  aaw^^mill  withia 
several  hnndied  milea,  none  of  the  edifices  which  composed 
these  rroL  cities  could  yet  bosst  a  groiuid*floor;  but  I 
attended  DLvine  w«nship  the  next  Sunday  (in  Aniaria)  on  tiie 
frst  second-story  floor  that  was  constructed  in  either  of  them. 
It  may  at  flist  blush  seon  odd  that  a  secmid-floor  should  pre- 
cede a  first ;  bat  mother  laith  supplied  a  first-floor  that  did 
very  well,  while  natnte  has  not  yet  condeaeended  to  supply 
man-made  dwellings  with  chamber^flooxs. 

I  suppose  there  were  over  a  hundred  dwellings  in  the  two 
cities,  "vriien  I  reached  thero.  I  judge  that  they  avenged 
fully  ten  feet  square,  though  probably  the  laiger  number  fbU 
short  of  that  standard.  In  material,  none  ooidd  bosst  over 
its  neighbora,  as  all  were  built  of  oottonwood  logs  ftom  the 
acQacent  bank  of  the  South  Flatto ;  but  some  of  these  were 
rudely  squared  on  one  side,  wi&  an  axe;  while  others  were 
left  as  God  made  them.  I  believe  there  was  a  variety  in 
loofii  also, — some  being  constructed  of  "shooks,"  or  pieoes 
^lit  with  an  axe  firom  a  oottonwood  log,  while  others  iim  of 
oottonwood  bark.  I  seem  to  remember  that  all  the  chimneys 
were  of  sticks  and  mud ;  but  then  some  were  without  chin^ 
neys ;  and,  while  seversl  had  windows  (I  mean  one  apieoe) 
composed  of  feur  to  six  lights  of  seven-by-nine  glass,  others 
were  content  with  the  more  primitive  device  of  a  rude  wooden 
shutter,  closed  at  night,  and  during  severe,  windy,  driving 
storms.  Most  of  these  cabins  had  known  as  yet  only  male 
housekeepers ;  and  nearly  half  of  them  had  been  deserted  by 
then  creators  and  ownen^  some  of  whom  were  off  prospecting 
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for  gold;  while  quite  a  number  —  dipappointpd,  liopeLss, 
homesick  —  had  left  for  the  States  early  in  Spring,  convinced 
that  gold  in  the  Bocky  Mountains  was  a  myth,  a  humbug  oar 
that  (in  the  vernacular)  "  Pike  had  n't  got  any  peak."  But 
the  recent  diBooveries  on  Clear  Creek  had  given  niatten  a  nev 
and  more  ciheerfiil  aspect ;  bo  that^  while  two  thirds  of  those 
who  started  for  "  the  diggings'*  that  Spring  never  went  with* 
in  sight  of  the  Becky  Moontains, — many  of  them  not  half- 
way to  thepoiy—  while  some  harely  reached  Denver,  and  then 
took  the  back  track,  the  rival  cities  were  gaining  population 
quite  niidilly  during  the  ten  days  that  I  spent  iii  ur  near 
them,  and  s^onui  ^'ood  luiailics  were  among  the  acquisitions. 
Cabins  that  would  j^ladly  ha\  e  Im'oii  sold  for  ?25  two  nionihs 
earlier  now  ran  rapidly  up  to  $100;  and  the  niaikrt  could 
fairly  he  quoted  as  active  and  advaneinp:.  Tliere  -were  as  yet 
few  or  no  ser\'ants  to  be  hired  at  any  price  \  but  a  consider- 
able band  of  Aiapahoes  were  camped  in  Denver;  and,  while 
the  biaves  were  thoroughly  worthless,  their  squaws  were  >^*ill- 
ing  to  do  anything  for  food.  True,  they  coold  do  vecy  little ; 
bnt  higging  water  from  the  South  Platte  was  the  first  requi- 
site in  housekeeping,  and  this  they  did  &ithfuILy.  We  lived 
mainly  on  bread,  bacon,  beans,  coffee,  and  nettJea,  the  last 
being  boiled  for  greens ;  but  those  who  were  not  particular  as 
to  dirt  could  oftt  ii  huy  a  quarter  of  antelope  just  brought  in 
by  an  Ar.i])alioe  ;  or,  more  probably,  killed  by  the  hunter  uud 
backed  in  by  liis  sc^uaw.  AVliiskey  was  in  good  snj>ply  (I 
know  nothini^'  as  to  the  ([uality)  at  a  ([uader  (:siiver)  per 
drink.  There  were  seveml  rude  bedsteads  ju.<t  constnicted  in 
the  Denver  House, — the  grand  hotel  of  the  city,  —  on  which 
you  were  allowed  to  spread  your  blankets  and  reix>se  for  a 
dollar  a  night;  but  mine,  being  bottomed  with  rough  slatB 
nearly  a  foot  apart,  almost  broke  my  hack,  proving  far  less 
luxurious  than  the  bosom  of  mother  Earth.  Two  bladde^ 
rented  opposite  comers  of  the  public  room,  and  were  steadily 
swindling  greenhorns  at  three-card  monte,  from  morning  till 
bedtime :  one  stage-driver,  who  was  paid  off  with  $207  at 
noon,  having  lost  the  last  cent  of  it  to  one  of  th^e  harpies 
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Irf  2  P.K  Hie  gamblm  and  oliher  loogb  snbjectB  had  an 
mipleaaant  habit  of  quairelling  and  filing  vavolven  at  eaoh 
olher  in  this  baaMoosn  vhen  it  wbb  crowded,  and  aometiniea 
hitting  the  wrong  man, — by  which  phzase  I  certainly  do  not 

indicate  any  of  their  own  number.  On  the  whole,  therefore, 
I  soon  tired  of  hotel-life  in  J  )enver.  It  was  not  dull,  —  (|uite 
otherwise,  —  but  I  am  sliy  by  uature  and  meditative  by  liabit, 
and  some  of  tlie  ways  of  the  Denver  lluuse  did  not  suit  me. 
They  were  unmistakaldy  Western,  and  T  wns  journeying  to 
study  Westeru  character;  bitt,  even  tliough  distance  might 
not  lend  enchantment  to  the  view  of  these  mining-i-egiou 
blacklegs  and  ruffians,  I  am  sure  that  tliey  can  be  stodied  to 
better  satis&ction  out  of  pistol-shot  than  at  close  quarters. 

Suppose  you  jnmp  a  cabin  I"  eoggested  the  friend  to 
whom  I  intimated  my  preference  for  a  leas  popular  lodging. 
I  did  not  nnderatand ;  bat  he  expkined,  and  I  saw  the  point 
Several  cabins  were  still  standing  vacant,  as  many  had  been ; 
and  no  one  knew  whither  their  owners  had  gone,  so  whoever 
wanted  one  of  these  empty  tenements  just  helped  himself. 
I  at  once  followed  the  fashiun,  and  was  happy  in  my  clioiee. 
I  was  thenceforth  lodged  very  eligibly  till  the  owner  of  my 
cabin,  returning  fn^m  a  pnwpt  cting  tour,  put  in  an  appear- 
ance. He  was  evi.lently  eniltarrassed  at  the  tlioti^'ht  that  his 
ndvent  must  seem  ahriij)t  and  uncercmoninus  ;  but  1  cut  short 
his  apologies  by  insisting  that  the  cabin  afforded  ample  ac- 
commodation for  two ;  and  we  thenceforth  shared  it  very 
comfortably  for  tiie  few  days  that  T  tarried  in  Denver. 

While  thns  snugly  and  cheaply  lodged,  I  Ixmrded  with  a 
widow  lady  from  Leavenworth,  who  had  been  keeping  a  mail- 
station  on  the  plains,  but>  tiring  of  that^  had  jnst  migrated  to 
Denver,  and  jumped  a  cabin.  She,  with  her  litUe  son,  slept 
CD  a  sort  of  shelf  nearer  the  roof  than  the  floor  of  her  single 
mom;  while  two  male  boarders,  waiting  outside  while  she 
made  her  toilet,  spread  their  blankets  on  the  earth-floor  of 
her  tenement.  At  daylight,  they  turned  out,  giving  her  a  » 
chance  to  dress,  clear  up,  and  get  breakfast,  u  li  i  they  duly 
returned  to  eat   Such  was  life  in  Denver  in  J  una,  1859. 
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I MADE  a  ihing  liat,  dixecdy  after  leacMng  Denver,  to 
the  then  new  "  Gregoiy  Diggings,"  on  C  lear  Creek,  where 
is  now  Central  City.  A  good  road,  1  hear,  now  winds  thither 
through  the  mountains,  mainly  keeping  close  to  Clear  Creek ; 
but  that  was  inipossihle  in  1859;  as  even  an  eni])ty  waLfon 
would  have  Ixn-n  capsized  into  or  toward  tlie  creek  at  least 
a  hundred  times  Ix  fore  making  the  distance.  Our  route  lay 
across  the  South  Platte^  tlie  pxaiiie  and  Clear  Creek  (wheie 
Golden  City  has  suice  sprung  up),  and  then  right  np  the  ftoe 
of  the  first  ridge*  rising  1,600  feet  in  a  mile  and  a  hal( — an 
ascent  so  steep  as  to  appear  impossihle  to  teams,  howerv 
Ijg^tly  loaded ;  ami  eren  saddle-horaes  seemed  in  great  peril 
of  iaUing  off  and  lolling  to  the  bottom.  After  two  miles  of 
level  pa&  through  an  open  pine  forest  on  the  summit*  we  had 
to  descend  a  dedivity  nearly  as  steep ;  then  ascend  a  second 
niomitain  ;  and  so  on,  till  we  camped  at  sunset,  weary  enough, 
seven  iuilcs  sliort  of  the  diggings,  wliich  we  reached  ahout 
nine  next  muniin^ ;  spending  the  day  and  night  with  the 
pioneers,  and  returning  to  the  Tlatte  Valley  the  day  after.  I 
saw  enough  on  that  trip  to  convince  me  tliat  the  liocky 
Mountains  abound  in  Gold  and  nearly  all  other  metids,  but 
that  these  must  be  earned  before  they  can  be  enjoyed. 

I  bade  adieu  to  Denver  about  the  18th  of  June;  haviqg 
hired  an  "ambulance,"  or  wagon  and  four  mules,  to  convey 
me  to  the  Overknd  Mail*rouAe  at  Port  Laramie,  on  the  Korih 
Flatte,  200  miles  northward.  I  jadge  that  there  weie  twenty 
comndesable  streams  to  oross  in  that  distance^ — all  then  in 
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flood,  from  the  meltinn^  snows  of  the  inner  and  higher  moun- 
tains. Several  of  these  streams  were  forded  with  difticnltv 
by  our  team,  —  one  of  them  (the  Cache  le  Poudre)  Ix-ini,^  as 
kr^re  as  the  Charles  at  Cambridge.  I  think  we  saw  four  huts 
on  the  way,  but  only  three  of  them  were  occupied.  Thei© 
vas  no  WMte  penon  theu  living  within  fifty  miles  of  Che- 
yemie,  whm  the  Pacific  Railroad  ncnr  enten  the  Rocky 
Xaantains ;  and  only  a  deserted  fort  or  milituy  ean^  epolos 
€f  miliiMtifffn  Tet  moet  ol  the  vegioii  between  ^e  two 
fkttes  sod  tiift  iMun  of  the  Bocky  Monntaine — a  dietriet 
equal  in  area  to  ConneetUni^  if  not  to  Vennont — baa  good 
aoil,  is  toleiably  timbered,  giowa  fino  giasB  luxuriantly,  and 
will  yet  anbaiflt  a  large  toning  population.  It  is  subject  to 
drouth,  but  may  easily  be  irrigated;  and  then  its  pro<hict  of 
Wheat,  Oats,  I>arley,  aiJll  Hoots  will  l)e  immeiist^  I  judge 
that  nearly  all  tli(5  lai^r  tributaries  of  the  M^ssouii  traverse 
a  good  tai  uiiiig  rej^ion  directly  under  the  Rocky  Mountain «i 
wherein  tliey  take  rise.  This  region  lies  from  4,500  to  6,000 
£Bet  above  tide,  and  hence  is  subject  to  frost,  hail,  and  late 
snow,  as  well  as  to  drouUi ;  yet  I  predict  its  rapid  settlement 
and  growth.  1  wish  I  oonld  see  how  to  aave  its  Abonginal 
"k^H^ft*^*^  from  sDxe  and  speedy  eztinotion. 


After  waiting  fiTe  days  at  Poit  lAiamie,  I  took  the  mail 
ita^  (then  weekly)  vhieh  traversed  the  old  Oregon  as  weU 

as  California  emigrant  trail  up  the  Platte  and  its  northern 
triliutary,  the  Sweetwater,  to  that  wide  prap  in  the  liucky 
M^funtains  kiiuwn  tis  the  South  Pass,  —  the  Sweetwater 
be<idin«^'  on  the  west  side  of  the  nmimtains,  and  sendiiicr  (in 
iSuiiiiiicr)  a  scanty  mill-stream  tliroapfh  the  Pass.  "Mucli  of 
this  region  is  quite  sterile  ;  snow  lay  deep  in  a  r<ivine  of  the 
Pass  on  the  5th  of  July;  while  there  is  one  large  swamp, 
thirty  or  forty  mike  this  side,  which  remains  frozen  a  foot  or 
two  below  the  surface  peipetually.  There  aie  small  lakes  on 
this  route  that  look  most  inviting,  yet  so  snrohaiged  with 
alkaline  that  to  drink  freely  of  tiieir  water  is  deatli 
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to  man  or  beast  Tbezeis  someTellowPme  ontfaeliiIlB,ir^ 
loss  Cottonwood  and  Qttaking  Asp,  mainly  sldftmg,  at  long 

intervals,  the  streams ;  but  this  region  is,  for  the  must  ]xirt, 
unless  rich  in  minerals,  g(»<^(l  for  nothing.  1  learn  that  boun- 
teous mines  of  (Jold  liave  lately  l>een  found  here;  anil  I  know- 
that  the  indications  ul  Gold  \v»  n'  <[uit(!  palpable  on  the  hilk 
in  the  Pa.^s,  where  we  camped  and  spent  a  day  beside  a  run- 
nel which  brings  its  scanty  tril)ute  to  the  Sweetwater.  But, 
a  few  miles  beyond  the  South  Pass,  where  the  moimtains  dis- 
appear, and  the  road  to  Utah  and  California  diveiges  from 
the  old  trail  to  Oregon,  and  ^here  each  begins  to  desoeod 
toward  the  Pacific^  the  oonntzj  is  utterly  worthless  lor  st 
least  two  hnndred  miles ;  in  the  midst  of  which  we  crossed 
Gieen  Biver,  running  swifHy  southward,  in  a  veiy  deep,  nar- 
row valley,  which  yields  a  HtUe  grass  and  less  Cottonwood. 
On  either  side  bf  this  valley  stretch  dreary  wastes  of  thirsty 
sand,  shawled  only  by  the  two  low  shrubs,  known  locally  as 
Grea^ewuod  an<l  SaLjehrush,  which,  together,  enclose  a  thou- 
sand miles  of  the  Overland  Wagon-route,  and  j)rol)al)ly  cover 
half  a  million  scpiare  miles  of  the  interior  of  ooi*  continent. 
Greasewoixl  is  a  species  of  Art<*niisia,  and  derives  its  vulvar 
name  from  a  waxy  or  re^siuous  property,  which  causes  it  to 
bum  freely, even  while  green;  but  it  grows  in  bunches  or 
stools  six  or  seven  feet  apart,  with  naked,  glittering  sand  1)8- 
tween  them;  and  so  defies  destruction  by  fire.  Sagebrush 
exhibits  a  number  of  shoots,  twelve  to  twenty  inches  loqg, 
from  a  oommon  stalk  or  stump  of  about  equal  height;  each 
shoot  somewhat  resembling  a  stalk  of  Sage  in  appeaianoe  and 
oolor.  There  is  a  Sage-H«i  that  eats  this  plant ;  but  who, 
unless  fawii^jiittg^  would  thereafter  choose  to  eat  the  Sage- 
Hen? 

Fort  Ih'id^er  was  the  fust  village  we  had  seen  sineo  we  left 
Laramie ;  like  which,  it  owe*?  ita  existence  to  a  mililarv  post. 
It  is  traversed  by  a  brawlinjj^  mill-stream  (llanr.s  Fork  ■  \\  liich 
is  rushing  to  be  lust  in  Green  Kiver,  and  is  said  to  have  some 
arable  land  in  its  vicinity.  We  were  still  considerably  north 
of  the  present  route  of  the  Pacific  Bailroad,  which  we  had 
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crossed  and  left  near  Cheyenne;  but  soon,  crns<?ing  a  high 
divide,  we  bore  southward,  and,  descc'ndin«:  nipidly,  fordod 
Bear  River,  liere  a  swift  streaiu  one  or  two  hundred  yards 
wide,  hut  searcely  more  than  two  feet  deep.  It  i.s  unfortunate 
that  the  raeitic  liaiboad  cannot  follow  tliis  river  henee  to 
Salt  I^ike  ;  but  the  course  of  the  sti-cain  is  so  tortuous  and  so 
shut  in  Ity  nmuntain^^  and  ditiicult  preeijiices  that  this  may 
not  be.  I  jud;,'e  tiiat,  next  to  the  Sierra  Nevada,  ab'eady 
nearly  vanquished,  the  stretcli  from  (rreen  River  to  Salt 
Lake  — some  three  hundred  miles  —  is  the  most  difficult 
sectietn  of  the  entire  woik.  But  the  route  we  tiTiversed, 
lea^■inL!:  tliat  of  tlie  railiYjad  far  on  our  right  (north),  rises 
easily  out  of  tlie  valley  of  Bear  IJiver,  and  thence  follows 
down  a  long,  narrow,  ^^a-assy  a  alley  or  glen  known  as  ]']cho 
Canon,  with  steep  cliffs  on  either  side,  emei^es  from  it  to 
cross  Weber  River  (also  a  tributary  of  Salt  Lake),  and  thence 
crosses  two  difficult  ridges  of  tlie  Wahsatch  and  Uintah 
mountains,  whence  it  winds  down  a  ravine  known  as  Emigra- 
tion (  'anon  till  that  opens  into  the  valley  of  the  River  Jordan 
and  of  Salt  T^ke;  and  soon  we  roll  into  the  city  of  the  many- 
wived  prophet,  tlie  capital  of  his  sacerdotal  and  political 
empire,  and  the  most  couspieuoos  trophy  of  his  geniua  and 
his  power. 

That  city  has  so  changed  since  I  saw  it,  —  being  now  prob- 
ably at  least  thrice  it.s  size  nine  years  ago,  —  that  T  will 
speak  of  it  briefly,  and  only  as  to  certain  permanent  phases  of 
its  character.  My  present  belief  is  that,  like  most  strangers, 
I  was  more  favorably  impressed  by  it  than  I  should  have 
been.  Not  that  it<?  more  intelligent  jx-ople  received  me  kindly 
and  treated  me  with  emphatic  hospitality, —  I  have  been  thus 
welcomed  to  other  cities,  which  nevertheless  did  not  specially 
impress  me.  But  a  thousand  miles  of  pan  lied,  mountainous 
desert  (counting  from  Denver  only)  on  wliich  I  had  seen  no 
single  productive  farm,  and  nothing  that  could  be  fairly  ^termed 
a  house  but  a  few  cheap  structures  for  officers'  lodgings  at 
Forts  Lanimie  and  Bridger — no  vegetables,  no' furniture,  no 
beds,  —  had  predisposed  me  to  greet  even  the  ruder  appliances 
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of  urban  life  with  uncritical  satisfaction.  Our  civilizatiDn,  re- 
gardt^d  as  an  end,  faulty  enough,  and  open  to  objections 
from  every  side ;  but,  comiider4xl  as  a  stage'  in  our  progress 
from  the  &taixu<  of  the  Esquimaux,  the  Digger,  the  Hottentot, 
I  submit  that  it  may  be  contemplated  with  a  complacency  by 
no  means  unreasonable.  iSoon  alter  l(m\'i!vj  the  last  Kansas 
seltlement^  I  noted  the  rounds  of  the  ladder  I  bad  descended 
during  liiie  pieoediqg  foztiii^t^  and  pSkoCpgaphed  them  m 
foUowB: — 

"  May  \%th^  Chicago.  —  Chocolate  and  morning  jounuds  last  seen 
on  the  hotel  l)reakfast- table. 

23f/,  Lmvetitoorth, — Boom-bells,  and  bath-tubs  make  th^  final 

24<A,  l  'oj)d-a.  —  Beef-steaks  and  waah-bowla  (other  than  tin)  h(A 
yisible.    Barber  ditto. 

26fA,  Manhattan.  ~  Potatoes  and  eggs  last  recognized  jiiiiong  the 
blessings  that  "brighten  as  they  tiikc  their  flight."    C'lmLra  ditto. 

21th,  Junction  r'^Vy.  —  Last  visitation  of  a  boot-black,  with  dis- 
solving views  of  a  lK>aiil  l>c  li  <  "in.     Iknls  1>i'l  n«  'j;*>oil  by. 

Pipe  Cirek.  — Benches  for  seats  at  meals  dis:\}>peared,  giv- 
ing place  to  bai^s  and  boxes.  We  (two  jxiS'^orrTor^-  of  a  scribbliug 
turn)  write  letters  Un  our  jounials  at  ni^^htfail  ni  the  cxpress-wn_'''n 
that  has  borne  us  by  day.  and  most  serve  us  as  bedchanil)er  tor 
the  night.  Thunder  and  lightuing,  from  l)oth  south  and  we^t, 
gjiye^  strong  promise  of  a  shower  before  moniing.  Our  trust,  under 
Providenoe,  is  in  buojaot  bfiarta  and  a  rubber  blankdU  Good 

I  descended  somewluit  fioUier  aftenroid,  i&d  I  did  loft 

thinik  of  hardship,  though  the  irater  vna  often  seanty;  as  irdl 

as  bad,  and  the  ]u lot-bread  had  been  so  long  exposed  to  th« 
drying  air  of  the  I'lains  that  human  txieth  could  hanlly  jxiue- 
tmtc  it  Tliose  who  fancy  army  "hard-tack"  diy  eating 
Avould  devour  it  tliankfullv,  after  being  rationed  a  swingle  week 
on  that  which  I  confronted  on  the  Sweetwater  and  the  Colo- 
rado. But  hard-tack  is  wholesome,  if  not  toothsome ;  ^  I'ile 
ike  bread  made  on  the  Plains,  of  nearly  equal  paxte  o£  fiovu 
and  salezatas,  baked  in  a  £Eyiqg*pan  or  spider^  and  eaAsaho^ 
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tiioiigh  I  ate  it  with  facility,  destroyed  my  cHgcstiou,  and 
made  me  sick,  —  there  being  nothincr  to  relish  it  bnt  poorly 
siii<»ked  pork,  except  tea  and  cofVee,  wliicli  T  decliiioel.  With 
^(mmI  water,  T  could  stand  almost  anything;  but  this  was  oiten 
unattainable,  and  I  sutiered  lor  want  of  it 

Salt  lake  Cily  suddenly  restored  us  to  abundance  and  com- 
fort,—  rooms,  beds,  sheets^  towels,  vegetables,  dried  fruits, 
shade^  &c. ;  while  the  water  was  beautiful  and  good.  The 
MoimoDS  have  fieiults ;  but  they  ate  move  imiformly  indus- 
trions  and  (after  their  fSeuiliioii)  pious  than  any  other  people  I 
evor  visited.  I  doubt  whether  there  ie  another  city  on  the 
oontinent  wherein  &mily  worship  is  so  general,  and  profanity 
so  nre,  as  in  Salt  lake  City,  so  &r  as  its  Mormon  inhabitants 
are  considereA  I  must  believe  the  authors  of  their  revela- 
tions either  knavish  or  self-deluded ;  but  1  have  sueli  a  liking 
for  solid,  steady,  hona  jidr  work,  that  the  rank  and  file  have 
my  most  hearty  good  wishes.  Nowhere  else  are  tliere  so  few 
idlers  rBri^^dinm  Young  assured  me  that  there  was  none  Init 
himself;  and  lie  is  kept  husy  in  his  voeation  of  |)ro})liet  and 
ittlfix),  and  nowhere  else  have  so  few  poor  and  ignorant  people 
achieved  so  much  that  remains  to  benefit  future  generations, 
as  in  Utnh  T  cherish  the  hope  that  their  spiritual  vision 
win  soon  be  cleared,  and  that  they  will  yet,  ceasing  to  be 
polygamist^  become  better  Chiistiaas, — retaining  the  babita 
of  iodnstry,  frugality,  and  tbrift^  which  command  my  beaity 
admiratunL  *  He  biiilded  better  than  be  knew**  is  a  tmth 
very  wide  applicaiaoQ ;  and  I  am  confident  that  tiie  Fkunfie 
BaOroad,  of  wbieb  Brigham  Young  is  grading  the  thirty 
miles  next  northeast  of  his  metropolis,  is  destined  to  woA 
chancres  which  it  is  weU  that  he  does  not  forest^e,  and  which 
will  render  his  dominions  more  populous  and  his  people  far 
less  docile  to  his  giiiilance  than  thev  now  are.  T  judge  our 
f(^Q  iuauspif'iou'i  to  prophets  aud  new  revelations  from  on 
high ;  and,  though  the  past  history  of  I'tah  seems  to  refute, 
mj  theory,  I  coufideiitly  ejq^t  that  of  the  next  twenty  yeaift 
toooofiimii 
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APORTIOX  of  oiir  little  army,  despatched  from  Kansas 
late  in  1857  to  put  down  a  threatenetl  (or  apprehended) 
revolt  of  the  Monnoii.s,  l>ad  stoppi'd  for  the  AViTit<»r  at  Fort 
Bridger,  after  its  trains,  followinf;  carelessly  iu  its  rear,  had,  not 
far  from  the  Colorado,  been  suijuriaed  and  burned  by  a  Moimoii 
foioe.  Tendering  its  Winter  sojonm  in  that  desolate  reinon 
one  of  great  hardsliip,  especially  for  its  animalB ;  but  it  finallf 
marched  into  the  Monnon  settlements  nnoppoeed, — the  chisf 
Saints  protesting  that  they  had  never  purposed  rebellion 
against  the  National  authority.  The  expedition,  which  had 
threatened  a  bloody  tragedy,  was  thns  transfonned  into  a  moat 
expensive  force ;  for,  though  the  regulars  were  hardly  more 
out  of  place  in  Utah  than  they  had  been  in  Kansas,  they  were 
a  lai  mure  ooitly  nuisance.  Every  potind  of  their  sustenance 
had  been  hauled  across  twelve  hundred  iiiiK-s  of  desert  and 
mouutain  at  a  cost  of  $4U0  or  S500  per  ton,  —  or,  at  any 
rate,  was  cihar^cd  for  as  if  it  had  Immmi.  And,  when  T  visited 
Camp  I'  loyd,  wiiere  it  was  stationed,  forty-tive  miles  south- 
west of  Salt  Lake  City,  officers  were  engaged,  under  orden 
from  Washington,  in  selling  its  heavy  trains  at  auction,  at 
prices  possibly  averaging  6ne  half  the  actual  value  of  the 
mules  and  one  tenth  that  of  the  wagons, — the  bidders  beiiig 
few,  and  evidently  combined  to  give  Unde  Sam  the  wont 
beigains  possible.  Governments  are  made  to  be  plundered,  — 
at  all  events,  are  regularly  used  to  tiiat  end.  I  presume  thst^ 
when  the  army  was  ordered  from  Cmp  Floyd  to  Texas  the 
next  year,  part  of  these  same  wagons  were  bought  back  from 
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their  purchasers  at  generous  prices,  —  which  by  no  lui 
implies  any  generosity  on  the  pan  ul'  those  who  bought  iLiuin 
of  tlie  government  and  sold  them  back  again. 

I  spent  a  day  at  Camp  Floyd  as  tlie  guest  of  my  oldest 
army  acquaintance,  Lieutenant-Colonel  I).  C.  liuggles,  5th 
Infantry,  whom  I  had  first  known  in  18^i5  as  a  Massacliusetts 
cadet,  just  appointed  to  a  lieutenancy  ;  and  who,  liaving  mar- 
ried in  Virginia,  afterward  became  a  General  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy.  We  dined  with  the  commander  of  the  post. 
Colonel  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  —  a  grave,  deep,  able  man, 
with  a  head  scarcely  inferior  to  Daniel  Webster's,  —  who,  less 
than  two  years  afterward,  left  Texas  overland  to  take  part  in 
the  Bebellion,  and  finally  found  death  on  the  bloody  field  of 
Shiloh  or  Pittsburg  Landing,  where  he  led  the  Bebel  host 
with  a  gallantry  and  soldiership  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  If 
•  some  wizard  had  foreshadowed  to  ns  the  fatoiey  as  we  sat 

around  his  hospitable  board  not  three  yeaxB  Mbfe,  who  would 
have  believed  him  ? 


Camp  Floyd  had  been  located  beside  a  omali  bat  constenk 
stieam,  with  considerable  stunted,  jl>usliy  Cedar  coveting  the 
low  moontains  a^acent,  whence  it  issued ;  but  the  stage-ioute 
thence  to  Galifonua  rase  gradually  from  its  Talkjinto  a  hilly, 
•  bumt-up  region  southwestwaid ;  and  tiiencefcith,  till  we  boie 
up  to  strike  the  Humboldt  at  Giavelly  Ford,  some  three  htm* 
died  miles  westward,  I  can  remember  sedng  bat  three  brooks 
of  any  aocoont, — neither  of  those  canying  water  enough  to 
render  it  a  decent  mill-stream ;  and  neither,  I  judge,  running 
more  thsoi  five  miles  from  the  clustered  mountains  between 
whiob  it' was  cradled,  till  the  arid,  thirsty  plain  had  drank 
the  last  drop,  and  left  its  shallow  bed  thenceforth  in  Summer 
a  strstoh  of  dry,  hot  gravel  and  sand.  We  may  have  passed 
a  dozen  spnngs  in  this  distance,  though  I  believe  we  did  not 
In  one  place,  there  was  a  stretch  of  fifty  miles  from  wate^  to 
water,  save  that  some  had  been  carted  in  banek  to  quench 
the  thirst  of  oar  jaded  mules  at  a  point  half-way  from  one 
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atetibn  to  anoiliH^  Twioe,  t*  I  lecMlkct,  we  sit  down  to  oar 
Boondfty  fittol  t£  podk  and  bmd  bindB  gprinyi  lij  ujuitMj, 
whew  water  ludboanfowDdlyslMJ^^  ' 
or  *'flii]k8''-be]0v  tlie  niual  omftoaof  the  plains;  tefc  the 
wann,  snlphuroos  fluid  thenea  obtained  required  intense  thinit 
to  rAader  it  potable.  In  one  place,  I  TeooUeet  eereral  miles 
of  the  all-pervacliiig  Grt-a^e-wood  and  SaLre-hrusli  which  had 
been  killed  stone-dead,  —  dried  up,  appaivntly,  though  their 
power  of  resisting  drouth  is  viupanilleled  ;  yet  stunted  Bimch 
Cedar  and  some  Indian  Pine  thinly  coven-d  the  brows  or  the 
crests  of  many  hills  iind  low  muuntaiiis;  seeming  able  to  resist 
%  droatii  even  oC  successive  years.  The  country  is  so  broken 
•ad  mountainous  that  I  presume  Artesian  wells  have  since 
l)een,  or  w  ill  easily  be,4ug  in  the  reckless  day  of  tlie  valleys^ 
whiob  will  supply  water,  not  only  for  drinking^  but  for  irriga- 
Umi  and  the  vaJkys  need  but  tliia  to  lendor  their  Aiiafciiw 
flli^  bounteoosly  productim^  I  j«4g9  tliat  the  sui&oe  of 
most  of  them  has  been  raised  twenty  to  fifty  HBCit  by  entii 
washed  down,*in  the  oonrse  of  ages,  from  tiie  ctnmmjacent 
mountains,  and  that,  when  inigatod,  they  will  be  cultivated 
with  facility,  and  with  ample  success.  The  ^lormuus  raise 
bounteous  crops,  especially  of  Wheat,  wherever  they  can  coax 
a  stream  to  mtsaader  aciOv>s  and  p<T«v»late  tli rough  a  portion 
of  one  of  their  valleyf? ;  and  I  presume  most  of  those  l«ciween 
the  Wahsatch  and  tlie  Sierni  Xe\  ada  need  but  water  to  prove 
them  equally  fertile.  Many  of  the  moimtains,  I  doubt  no^ 
will  prove  rich  in  minerals;  bat  they  are  rarely  or  never 
arable,  produce  a  very  little  grass  in  6pring  only ;  and  their 
scanty,  fitful  ooveiing  of  wood,  onoe  cut  ^M,  wonld  not  be  re- 
prodoced  in  a  century. 

Bear  in  mind  that  the  route  I  tmveUed  rather  skirta  thnn 
pieroes  the  desert  of  deserts  iHiieh  spreads  sonthwestward  of 
Salt  Lake,  nearly  or  quite  to  the  Colorado ;  op^rering  many 
thousands  of  square  miles.  A  friend,  now  deceased,  once 
found  liimself  "  at  sea"  on  tliis  desert,  and  likely  to  perish  of 
thirst ;  but  he  had  a  noble  lioi-se,  to  which  he  gave  a  free  rein  ; 
and  that  horse  brought  him  oif  alive,  —  that  was  alL  lie 
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crossed  mUes  on  miles  of  pure  rock  salt,  —  how  deep,  he  could 
not  sav ;  I  'ut  he  broimht  awav  a  li  augment  wlii(?h  liacl  heen 
waslu'd  and  worn  into  a  neaiiy  round  Iolj.  as  lai-ge  as  a  inan's 
thigli,  and  three  or  four  feet  long,  which  I  saw.  Anuiher 
friend,  wlio  explored  a  route  from  Austin,  Nevada,  to  the 
Colorado  (on  the  western  verge  of  this  desert),  rode,  for  days, 
down  the  bed  of  what  had  once  been  a  conaidembls  met,  hot 
vhich  sefimed  to  have  been  abscdately  dij  for  years. 

Tbeaee  is  ample  corroborating  prod?  that  the  Great  JBoain 
has  been  lar  Im  paxohed  than  it  ia;  and  I  troattimta  mm 
gaueiDiia  lain-fall  inll  agun  be  aooorded  it  IMbably,  le* 
dotbiqg  it  ivith  timber  would  lenew  its  mma;  but  thai  the 
turn  mm  to  be  needed  to  start  and  saetain  the  timber. 
Two  or  three  hundred  mOei  north,  eevend  streams  take  nee 
lhat  make  their  way  northward  to  the  Columbia ;  as  the 
Humholdt,  issuing  from  tlie  west  side  of  the  same  mountainous 
region,  runs  over  three  hundred  niiU\s  AV.S.W.,  t^  he  lost  in 
a  saudv,  reedy  marsh,  not  a  hundred  miles  from  the  Sierra 
Nevada ;  but,  southwaid  of  this  strange  river  of  desolation, 
there  is  rarely  a  stream  lai^e  enough  to  turn  a  grindstone, 
till  you  are  very  near  the  banks  of  the  ahnoat  equally  loni»- 
•omc  Colorada 

I  rode  more  tiian  two  hundred  miles  down  the  south^or 
left  bank  of  the  Hnmboldi  In  that  distEinoe,  I  jiodge  that 
all  the  water  it  xeceives  fiom  tributanea  migbt  be  passed 
tfrnnii^  a  nine-inch  ring ;  and  the  stream,  o£  oom«e,  grew 
smaUerand  smaOer  as  it  flowed.  Posstbly,  three  springs  were 
passed  in  all  that  distance,  though  I  cannot  remember  so 
laany;  while  I  do  riglit  well  remember  my  scarcely  modi- 
fied thirst.  The  alkaline  water  of  the  Ilumholilt  1  could  not 
driuk,  though  otliers  did ;  in  Spring,  when  its  vokime  is 
gi^ter,  its  quality  is  probably  better.  Once,  we  slopped  by  a 
small  brook  tumbling  ilown  fnom  high  aiijacent  mountains  on 
the  left,  and  I  drank  my  fill  of  its  waim,  sw<*<"t  water;  but 
for  this,  I  must  have  remained  thirsty  throughout  And,  in* 
all  the  two  hundred  miles,  I  believe  I  did  not  see  wood 
enoogh  to  keep  a  Yankee  fannei's  fire  going  through  a  Wintefe 
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TVUlow-biishes,  aldrtiiig  the  little  river,  were  neady  aE 
Even  the  mountain  ranges,  firom  one  to  five  miles  distant  on 
either  side,  showed  no  timber,  or  next  to  none.   And,  when 

we  camo  at  length  to  that  expansion  of  the  stream  which  is 
cajled  11  lake,  no  raft,  boat,  or  even  canoe,  floated  on  its  busom 
or  was  moored  to  either  bank,  and  a  cottage  built  of  stones 
and  clay  constituted  the  mail -station  at  its  foot.  Thence,  we 
crossed  a  waste  of  sand  ioit  y  niiU's  wiile,  which  sepnrate?^  the 
**  sink  "  of  the  Humboldt  from  tiie  kindi-ed  marsh  that  drmks 
up  ihe  waters  of  the  Carson,  which  comes  down  fxom  the 
SUeiia ;  and,  following  np  the  latter,  by  what  is  now  Viiginia 
CSity,  but  then  was  nothing^we  stopped  to  eat  at  Genoa^^ 
ISttisa  the  only  considerable  -village  in  what  has  since  become 
Nevada, — and  rested  our  weaiy  limbs  at  daik,  after  a  night* 
and-daj  ride  of  four  hundred  miles  (fiye  days  and  four  nighti 
from  Shell  Creek  in  Western  ntah)»  in  a  wooden  hotels  at  the 
veiy  foot  of  the  Sierra  Nevada. 

There  was  then  no  Austin,  and  no  real  mining  in  what  is 
now  Xe\ada.  The  auriferous  and  ar^'eiiiil<iit)iis  depuiit  or 
vein  now  known  as  the  Comstock  lode  had  just  been  dis- 
covered,—  that  was  about  alL  Tlie  natural  grass  oi  t  he  upper 
end  of  Carson  Yalli'v  had  previously  attracted  a  few  settlers, 
wjio  were  wetiry  uf  mining  in  California,  or  worn  out  with 
travel  across  the  desert  and  reluctant  to  scale  the  Siena; 
and,  though  the  valley  must  be  folly  six  thousand  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  must  inevitably  be  frosty,  its  beauty  and  verdure 
ftdly  justify  theur  partialily.  I  estimate  that  three  hundred 
habitations,  mainly  log,  are  qidte  as  many  as  existed  in  the 
entire  i^on  which  is  now  the  State  of  Nevada,  that  its  civ* 
ilised  population  did  not  'exceed  five  thousand,  and  that  ite 
aggregate  pxoduct  was  barely  adequate  to  the  subsbtence  even 
of  this  number.  To-day,  Nevada  produces  more  silver,  and 
little  less  gold,  than  any  other  Stixte  or  Territory ;  and  the 
next  cenisus  will  give  her  a  population  of  at  least  two  iiun- 
dred  thousand. 
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ACLEAK,  warm,  golden  1st  of  Angiist  —  such  a  clay  as 
tlie  Pacific  slope  of  our  continent  abounds  in  —  took  U3 
across  tlie  .Sierm  Nevada  by  tlie  double-summit  njute  that  fol- 
lows tip  one  brancli  of  tlie  Carson  to  its  source,  then  descends 
rapidly  into  the  valley  of  Like  Bigler,  tliencc  climbs  diago- 
nally the  mountain  west  of  it  by  a  sti'ep  jLscent  of  two  miles, 
cros»!>e.s  it-s  summit,  and  descends  again,  following  a  depression 
in  w^hich  springs  give  birth  to  rills,  wlucli  speedily  collect  into 
a  brook,  which  goes  luaw  ling  and  leaping  down  the  western 
declivity  of  th(i  Sierra,  and  has  become  quite  a  little  river 
(South  Fork  of  tlie  American)  at  a  point  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  dowTi,  where  we  crossed  its  valley  from  tlx*  iiortlieni 
to  the  southern  bank,  and,  rising  thence  \o  the  summit  of  a 
ridge  or  "divide"  on  the  ijouth,  mn  ra})idly  down  it  to  the 
thriving  city  of  Placerville,  at  the  base  of  tlie  range,  in  Cali- 
fornia's great  centml  vaUey  of  the  Sacrauieuto. 

The  Sierm  Nevada  is  prol>ably  more  heavily  timbered  than 
any  other  lunge  of  mountains  on  the  continent.  On  the  Ne- 
vada side,  this  timber  is  of  moderate  aize,  and  almost  wholly 
of  Y(dlow  or  Pitc:h  Pine,  with  a  few  deciduous  trees  in  the 
naiTuw  mvines  of  the  streauis ;  while,  ou  the  far  longer  slope 
that  looks  toward  the  Pacific,  immense  Yellow  and  Sugar 
Pines,  often  eight  feet  through,  thickly  c<)\  er  thousands  of 
square  miles,  inters)>ei'8ed  with  ^Vhite  Cedais  from  four  to  six 
feet  in  diameter,  stately  lialsam  Fira,  a  cousidemble  variety 
of  White,  Red,  Live,  and  Rock  Oak^i,  w'llh  a  few  other  trees. 
Such  a  \\  uidth  of  munificent  timber  profoundly  impresses  the 
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tiaveller,  who  luus  seen  nothing  like  it  since  he  left  the 
6B8tem  slope  of  the  Becky  Moantains^  and  a  plentiM  lack  of 
trees  eveiywbeie  else  since  lie  hade  adieu  to  the  Kansas,  now 
so  many  hnndied  nules  away.  The  vall^  and  lower  aScpes 
of  Galifonua  aie  often  qnite  haie,  though  wide-bianching 
Oaks  aie  tihinly  scattered  over  a  poftion  of  the  latter ;  and  I 
saw  here  —  what  I  never  saw  elsewhere  —  living  trees  (Buck- 
eye) six  to  eight  inches  through,  willi  every  leaf  killed  by 
drouth  on  the  Ist  of  August,  so  that  they  would  exhibit  no 
sign  of  verdure  again  till  after  the  hea^'^'  rains  of  tlie  ensuing 
Winter  The  dryness  of  onrth  and  atnios[jhtne  on  the  Pacific 
slope  in  Suniiner  and  Autuimi  can  only  be  realized  by  those 
who  have  experienced  I  saw  the  Mormon  farmers  catting 
heavy  grass  by  the  nuogin  of  Salt  Lake  ;  but  they  Sound  no 
process  of  hay-making  necessaiy.  Though  its  oolw  was  still 
a  bnght  gveei^  tiiey  laked  it  jxp  nnspiead,  and  stacked  it 
without  oersmony,  knowing  that  the  atmcspheie  would  nesn- 
time  have  sucked  eveiy  atom  of  superflnons  moistoie  ost  of 
the  greenest  of  iL  I  prenune  thia  is  the  case^  southward  of 
Oregon,  nearly  or  quite  to  the  Istlimiis  of  Daiien. 

My  visit  to  the  chief  wonders  of  California  —  the  Yoseraite 
and  the  Bi^  Trees  —  was  necessarily  hnrried,  but  otherwise 
satisfactory.  The  sky  wad  cloudless,  a-s  that  of  California  al- 
most \niifornily  is  from  May,  till  October;  the  days  were 
warm,  but  not  excessively  so;  the  journey  wjis  made  on 
h(jrstd>ack,  and  in  good  i)ait  under  the  shade  of  giant  e>'er- 
greeus.  There  were  hundreds  of  acres  covered  almost  exclu- 
sively by  the  Balsapi  Fir,  sixty  to  eighty  feet  high,  and  oire 
to  two  feet  in  diameter,  growing  at  an  elevation  of  fuUy  d,M 
leet  above  tide,  where  the  snows  of  Winter  are  so  heavy  and 
80  many  that  the  limbs  of  the  Fir  are  d^iessed  at  their  ei' 
tremities^  so  as  to  fonn  a  series  of  nmbreUas  (as  it  were)  rising 
one  above  another.  Two  high,  steep  moontains  —  one  en 
either  side  of  the  Sonth  Merced — are  snrmonnted  by  wbst^ 
in  1859,  were  diffietdt  bridle-paths,  ere  you  strike  at "  Oi-izzly 
Flat"  the  source  of  a  little  runnel  which  meanders  thrcUL'h 
an  upland  meadow  or  grassy  moT-ass  to  the  brink  of  the  great 
chasm,  into  which  it  pours  itself  by  a  £all  of  some  2^500  feet^ 
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iMA  ^Btokna  H  into  a  irhito  faun,  whmoe  it  is  afflksked 
ipifli  the  laciViirtftiwwi!  i^^ellatkm  of  ^  Thft  Bridal  Vea,"  TIm 
Mk  m  not  to  Uamefor  thn>  bat  aoiiie  of  iia  wdyfiaiton  am. 
Ifie  Toioaiite  jb  the  grandest  nMHrrd  of  the  oonliiient  It 

is  a  rift  or  cleft  in  the  Sierra  Nevada,  ten  miles  lon«^,  averaf»- 
ing  half  a  riiile  wide  at  tlie  bottoui,  and  perhaps  a  mile  at  the 
top;  its  depth  mnging  from  3,U0U  to  4,000  fe<.'t,  t]ioui;h  one  or 
two  of  the  peaks  on  the  nortli  are  said  to  risp  r>  ih  ju  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  Merced.  There  are  tln\'e.  ponit^i  at  which 
access  is  had  to  the  valley,  —  one  of  tliem  hy  clambering  down 
the  rocks  near  its  head ;  the  other  two  hy  zigzagging  down 
either  brink  near  its  lower  end.  These  arc  l)ridle-paths  ;  the 
other,  a  foot-path  only.  That  on  the  side  of  Mariposa  is  two 
miles  loDg ;  and  we  were  two  good  hooia  in  winding  down  it 
thioqgh  woods^  iriUi  the  nooa's  lays  ohsomed  to  us  hy.the 
inleifioaitftoii  of  the  monntsin  whose  north  fiuse  we  wero  da* 
soending.  It  was  midnight  when  we  leached  its  foot»  and 
hslfeed  in  the  narrow,  grassy  valky  of  the  stream,  right  in 
front  of  a  perpcndicnlar  waU  of  [zmy  Lriunite  3,000  feet  high, 
witli  a  few  Yellow  Pines  rooted  in  the  crevices  which  at  long 
int<^>n  als  creased  it,  and  seeming,  with  the  momitaiu  itself, 
abt)ut  to  be  precij)itated  upon  us. 

Xothinj^  else  dwells  in  my  memory  that  is  at  all  comparable 
in  awe-inspiring  grandeur  and  sublimity  to  this  wondrous 
chasm  I  judge  that  the  soft  granite  frequently  found  in 
streaks  or  halts  by  the  miners  of  California  —  granite  in 
chemical  composition,  hot  of  the  consistency  of  a  rather  solid 
boikd  podding — here  eziBted  on  a  nmch  laiger  scale,  nntil 
tile  little  nver  (in  Snmmer,  a  large  mill-stream  only)  giadnally 
dag  it  oat,  and  bore  it  away,  till  the  last  of  it  had  disappeared. 
I  was  told  in  the  valley  tiiat  repeated  efiforts  of  miners  to  dig 
down  to  the  "hed-Tock/*  in  quest  of  mineral,  had  proved  &ii- 
nres,  —  the  sand  and  gravel,  interspersed  with  howldeiB,  ap- 
pearing unfiithomable.  The  little  streams  from  either  brink 
which,  at  «*everal  points,  leap  into  the  valley,  have,  by  the 
aid  01  liost  and  freshet,  hurled  millions  of  Umn  of  mck  and 
earth  into  the  chasm,  formin,^'  gigantic  deposits  of  <l^hrU,  over 
«hiiQh  the  load  up  the  vaUey  Ganies  you,  g^uexaliy  thiough 
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woods,  affordmg  difTicult  footing  for  moTi  or  animals,  especially 
by  night  Fording  brooks,  stumbling  over  rocks,  winding 
among  tiees^  it  seemed  to  me  that  th  ^  ^ix  miles  firom  the 
point  wheie  we  entered  the  Valley  to  the  two  cottages  or  hnto 
near  its  centie  wonld  never  end;  but  thiqr  did  end  at  ks^ 
about  2  A.1L ;  and  I  dismounted,  and  bj  down  to  a  wtikom, 
though  unquiet^  slumber.  I  was  covered  with  boils  (die  pea- 
altj  of  drinking  the  alkaliDe  vatem  of  Colorado,  Utah,  sad 
Nevada),  and  bad  ridden  in  torture  since  noon,  bearing  my 
weight  on  my  toes,  barely  stuck  into  Mexican  stirmps  far  too 
small  tor  me,  whereby  my  feet  had  been  so  lamed  that  I  could 
scarcely  walk  ;  hence,  tlie  prosjiect  uf  soon  risinf?  to  resume 
my  travels  was  by  no  means  allurina^.  T  did  rise,  however; 
took  breakfast;  rode  to  tlie  head  of  the  Valley;  examined 
with  some  care  the  famous  fall ;  dined  ;  and,  at  2  P.  M.,  started 
homeward;  reaching  Clark's  lanchey  on  the  South  Meroed, 
at  10  P.  IL 

Let  me  explain  that  the  Yosemite  fall  is  not  that  of  the 
Mei^,  which  enters  the  valley;  at  its  head,  bf  several  soe- 
cesBive  le^  in  a  wild,  rocky  goige  or  cafion,  and  leaves  ife  by 
one  even  more  impiacticable, — giant  Uocks  ci  gxanite  beiqg 
piled  for  hundreds  of  feet  above  the  suifim  of  the  boiliiv 
coxrent,  and  completely  hiding  it  firom  view.  The  Tosemile 
is  a  side-stream  or  tributary,  comin^r  from  the  north  or  hisrher 
mountains,  and,  lia\  ing  itself  worn  down  its  bed  to  a  depth  uf 
a  thousiind  feet,  lea^>s  thence  1^,000  feet  into  the  ciiasm, 
making  a  single  plunge  of  1,GOO  feet.  Wlien  I  saw  it,  there 
was  barely  water  in  the  Yo<?emite  to  tnrn  tlie  whecds  uf  an 
average  grist-mill ;  but  in  Winter  and  Spring  there  is  proba- 
bly twenty  to  forty  times  as  much.  The  spectacle  is  rather 
plea^^ing  than  sublime,  —  the  Mississippi,  when  in  highest 
flood,  having  scarcely  sufficient  volume  to  save  such  a  desoeot 
from  seeming  disproportioned  and  trivial 

Of  Big  Trees,  there  are  two  principal  groups  in  Califonua»^ 
the  Calaveras  and  the  Mariposas.  The  fonner  is  more  widely 
known,  because  quite  accessible ;  and  it  boasts  two  or  three 

of  the  largest  trees ;  but  it  has  barely  250  in  all,  while  the 
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Mariposas  hi\s  (^^00.  They  stand  in  a  shallow  valley  or  de- 
pression on  tlie  Hioiintains,  some  5,000  feet.  al»ove  tlie  sea, 
level,  and  2,500  above  the  iSouth  Merced  at  Clark's,  iive  miles 
distant. 

That  which  was  clearly  lur;^'ost  fell  several  years  ago,  hury- 
iiii^  itself  in  the  stony  earth  i<>  a  depth  of  four  feet,  and  ex- 
hil'itiiiL,'  a  leiigtli  of  nearly  or  quite  400  feet.  Formerly,  two 
hoiije^s  w(Me  ridden  abreast  for  some  200  feet  through  tlie 
cavity,  wiueh  successive  fires  had  eulai^ged  in  it.  It  is  still 
easy  thus  to  ride  through  it,  but  the  hollow  has  lieeii  buined 
out,  80  that  it  is  now  iimeh  sliorter.  Seveiid  of  the  trees  still 
standing  and  alive  are  siiid  to  l>e  over  lUO  feet  in  circumfer- 
ence ;  many  are  80  to  00  feet,  with  a  bark  at  least  eij^hteen 
inches  thick,  a  very  little  sap  (white)  under  it,  —  the  residue 
of  the  enormouji  bulk  being  a  iiglit,  dry,  reddish  heart,  which 
burns  easily,  even  while  the  tree  is  green,  but  is  scarcely 
prone  to  natural  decay.  Several  of  these  giants  rise  a  lull 
hundred  feet  l>ef(>re  putting  forth  a  limb;  none  have  many 
branches,  but  souie  of  these  are  six  feet  through.  They  are 
a  species  of  Cedar,  —  identical  with  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon, 
our  guide  asserted ;  but  I  presume  he  only  guessed  so.  Their 
foliage  is  scjircely,  if  at  all,  larger  than  that  of  the  Yellow- 
Pines  and  White  Cedars  growing  among  or  near  them  ;  many 
of  these  being  six  to  eight  feet  in  diameter  near  the  earth. 

Within  the  next  two  years,  the  Central  i'ucific  Kaihoad 
will  have  been  completed,  when  passengers  will  lea^  e  Xew 
^'ork  on  Monday  morning,  and  dine  in  iSan  Francisco  the 
sixth  evening  thereafter.  Then  the  trip,  which  I  found  te- 
dious and  rugged,  will  be  rapid  aiid  easy,  with  every  needed 
comfort  and  luxury  protTered  on  arid  stretches  of  desert, 
where  T  ^^  ashed  down  the  ^lail  Company's  ancient  pork  and 
hot  saleratus  bread  with  more  unwholesome  and  det^ta- 
ble  warm  alkaline  water  than  (I  trust)  1  shall  ever  be  con- 
strained to  swallow  hereafter.  I  hope  to  be  one  of  the  party 
who  make  the  first  excursion  through  trip  to  San  Francisco, 
there  to  rejoice  with  my  countrymen  in  the  completion  of  tiie 
grand&st  and  most  bunciicenL  enterprise  ever  inaugurated  and 
jt»eriected  by  man. 
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ILTNGEK  yet  by  the  sliorcs  of  the  vast  Pacific  ;  for  I  feel 
that  the  goiu^ral  mind  is  still  inadequately  impressed  with 
the  majestic  promise  that  impels  tiie  i  *  -i^tless  U'udency  of 
our  Gothiq  race  toward  the  sands  of  that  miizlity  sea.  I  do 
gnevoiialy  err,  if  the  historian  of  a  future  century  does  not 
iaataiifie  the  discover^'  of  the  Columbia  by  a  Yankee,  and  the 
finding  of  Grold  in  Upper  California  so  BOOiLafter  that  ooimtay 
bad  fallen  into  our  hands,  as  among  the  moat  xnemoiabile  and 
tetanate  incidents  in  the  annals  of  our  oontuient^  and  beace 
of  mankind. 

On  Gold  96,1  place  no  high  estiniato.  If  aU  the  sGisnoa 
and  labor  which  have  been  devoted  by  our  people  to  the  dis* 

cover}'  and  cxtmction  of  the  rrecioii3  Metals  had  been  as 
faithfully  applifid  to  the  production  of  Iron,  Coal,  Copper, 
liead,  Tin,  Salt,  Gypsum,  Marble,  Slate,  &c.,  T  believe  our 
country  woidd  have  been  richer  and  our  peo])le  wiser  and 
ha]>pi(T.  Even  if  we  could  regard  the  abundant  possession 
of  Gold  and  Silver  as  a  chief  good,  it  is  plain  that  the  cgim- 
tnes  which  prodaoe  axe  not  thoae  which  most  amply  letoin 
and  em'oy  them. 

But  minea  or  deposits  of  Qold  and  Silver  aie  pcomineDt 
amoug  the  means  whereby  attention  and  population  an 
drawn  to  a  le^on  previously  nnpeopted,  or  thinly  peopled  I7 
savages.  Men  rush  m$idly  and  in  thousands  to  a  distiiet  re- 
ported aurifenms ;  defying  fiEonine,  beat^  cold,  pestilence,  and 
even  death  itself.  Mining  or  washing  for  Gold  combines  the 
fascinations  of  gambling — the  cliauce  of  sudden  riches— 
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irith  the  sober  imatements  of  regular  and  laudable  induBtzy: 
henoe>  it  always  did,  and  always  will,  allnie  vast  nttmbefs  to 

hmve  peril  and  privation  in  its  behoof.  In  time,  tlie  bubble 
bursts  ;  the  glamour  is  dispelled  ;  but  thousands  have  mean- 
time found  new  homes  and  formed  new  habits;  hence,  a  new 
civilized  community. 

T  jud^'e  that  gold-mining  in  California  is  nearly  "  played 
out."  True,  there  are  many  good  veins  there  which  will  con- 
tinue to  be  worked  at  a  profit  for  hundreds  of  years  yel^ 
dming  which  many  more  and  mme  better  will  doubtless  be 
discovered  and  opened ;  bat  this  Ib  sober  bosinees,  requiring 
capital,  science,  luck,  patience,  to  insure  success ;  while  the 
jovial,  free-handed  heroes  of  piiik  and  pan  hare  passed  away 
Arever,  —  some  to  Nevada;  some  to  Arizona;  otbeis  to 
Montana,  Idaho,  te,  Ac, — many  to  the  land  of  shadows, — 
and  the  river-beds  and  ^golches**  that  knew  them  shall 
know  them  no  mora  California  still  exports  Gold  largely ; 
but  most  uf  it  is  produced  m  Xevada,  Montana,  I'litish  Co- 
lumbia, &c.,  &c.  She  for  years  produced  Fifty  Millions  per 
amium  ;  she  has  fallen  off  at  least  half;  she  is  likely  soon  to 
fall  still  lower.  I  presume  the  cliiM  is  bom  who  will  live  to 
see  her  annual  product  fall  below  Ti  n  Millions. 

Yet  her  natural  wealth  will  still  be  great,  being  varied, 
vast,  and  indestructible.    I  group  it  under  these  heads :  — 

L  S(nl.  —  Of  her  ninety  millions  of  acres,'  1  should  deem 

not  over  twenty  millions  decidedly  aiable ;  bat  these  are,  for 

the  most  parti  exceedingly  fertile.   I  jndge  that  her  great 

vaUeys  were  once  anns  of  the  sea,  since  gradually  filled  np 

by  the  oontinnal  abrasion  and  wearing  away  of  the  slopes  of 

ha  omnipresent  monntains.   Many  of  them  have  now  from 

100  to  at  least  1,000  feet  in  depth  of  warm,  mellow  soil,  —  a 

marine  deposit  of  sand,  clay,  and  vegetable  mould,  in  nearly 

equal  proportions,  wherein  the  plough  very  rarely  disturl)S  a 

stone.    I  never  saw  land  better  calculated  to  pi-oduce  lai-ge 

crop«5,  year  ait'-r  year,  with  a  moderate  outlnv  of  labor.  The 

absence  of  mm  in  Summer  and  early  Autumn  keeps  down 

weeds ;  while  the  unclouded,  fervid  sun  hastens  growth  and 
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insoTBS  perfection.  I  am  confident  that  Cotton,  and  even 
CSane,  might  be  grown  to  profit  thzonghout  the  sooihem  hilf 
of  the  State,  in  which  the  Fig,  the  Oli^e,  and  the  Apricot 
grow  hixariantL J  and  ripen  tmfiuliqgly. 

IL  WaUr. — Thouj^  I  saw  laige  fields  of  heavy  Indian 
Cora  which  grew  and  ripened  without  receiviir^^  a  drop  of 
rain,  1  nevertheless  realize  and  admit  that  water  is  a  desirable 
facility  to  vegetable  j^^wth  and  maturity.  And,  as  cultiva- 
tion is  here  mostly  cuntiiiod  to  valleys  and  the  lower  slopes 
of  mountains,  water  is  abundantly  procurable.  Artesian  w^lls 
are  easily  dug ;  their  flow  is  apt  to  ha  generons,  as  well  as 
constant ;  and  a  small  stream,  weU  managed,  amply  irrigates 
a  very  large  field.  Trees  and  Tines  root  deep  in  that  ri<^ 
facile  mould;  the  grape  needs  a  veiy  little  water  for  two 
years,  and  none  thereafter ;  while  its  cultmce  requires  bat  hslf 
the  work  needed  here  or  in  Europe;  because  our  fieqaent  rains 
evoke  immmemble  weeds.  I  estimate  tiiat  a  ton  of  Grapes 
may  be  produced  in  CSalifomia  with  half  the  hibor  required 
to  grow  them  in  Italy;  and  that  SOk,  most  semi-tropical 
Fruits,  and  I  trust  Tea,  also,  may  be  produced  with  equal 
facility.  AMieat  and  other  small  grains  yield  largely  and 
surely.  1  saw  thonsands^of  acres  tliat  had  been  two  mouths 
cut  aud  shocke<l,  yet  still  awaited  tbe  coming  of  the  circulat- 
ing thresher;  other  tieids  were  yet  uncut  (September  1), 
though  long  so  dead-ripe  that  a  large  portion  of  the  gmin 
must  be  shelled  out  and  lost  in  the  field,  even  under  the  most 
careful  handling.  I  saw  fifty  acres  of  choice  tree-ftnits  — 
mainly  Peaches  and  Apples — in  a  single  patch ;  the  BsacheB 
.  rotting  liy  hundreds  of  bushds,  because  they  could  not  be 
gathered  and  marketed  so  fast  as  they  ripened.  I  saw  vast 
Izacts  of  good  Mustard,  self-eown  and  growing  wild  from  yesr 
to  year,  though  apparently  as  good  an  article  as  ever  ripened 
The  intense  drouth  of  her  long,  cloudless,  dewless  Summer 
produces  cracks  and  fissures  in  the  earth,  into  wliich  grains 
and  other  seeds  drop  when  dcul-ripe  ;  niins  come  and  close 
the  fissures  in  Xovt»m]>er  and  later;  the  self-sown  seed 
germinates,  and  produces  a  "  volunteer"  crop, —  a  fall  one  of 
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Mosliflzd,  Imt  a  half  eiopof  "Wlieaty&c.  I  saw;at  thB  MissiaD 
of  San  Jos^,  giant  pear-trees,  planted  some  sooares  of  yean 
9gQ  hy  the  JeBoits,  and  producing  largely,  but  of  indifferent 
frait>  till  a  Yankee  acquired  and  grafted  tbem,  when  lie  sold 
in  San  Frsncisoo  their  product,  the  next  year  but  one«  so  as 
to  net  him  $  100  feom  each  tree.  I  look  forwatd  to  a  day 
when  this  ooontry's  supply  of  Baw  Silk,  as  well  as  of  Baisina 
and  other  dried  fimits^  'vdll  reach  us  from  our  own  Pacific 

The  rains  of  Oalifomia  are  ample,  but  confined  to  Winter 
and  Spring.  In  tune»  her  streams  will  be  largely  retained  in 
her  mountains  by  dams  and  lesermrs,  and,  xostead  of  descend- 
ing in  floods  to  overwhelm  and  devastate,  will  be  gradually 
drawn  away- throughout  the  Summer  to  irrigate  and  refreeh. 
For  a  while,  water  will  be  applied  too  profusely,  and  injury 
thus  be  done;  but  ei^erience  will  eorxect  this  error;  and 
then  California's  valleys  and  lower  slopes  will  produce  more 
fiiod  to  nourish  and  fruit  to  solace  the  heart  of  man  than  any 
other  Twenfy  Millions  of  acres  on  earth. 

I£L  Timber. — Most  of  her  highlands  are  valuable  for  tim- 
ber  and  pasturage  only.  There  are  more  tons  of  valuable 
timber  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  than  in  our  whole  country  east 
of' the  Bocky  Mountains^  and  soutiiward  of  the  latitude  of 
Ghicaga  Bailxoads  will  yet  render  much  of  it  oonmiercially 
available^  and  indta  its  diffusion  to  every  coimtr^  and  island 
washed  by  the  great  ocean.  Its  value  will  be  found  to  sur- 
pass that  of  all  the  minerals  covered  by  it>  or  ever  eipoaed  to 
the  avaricious  gaze  of  man. 

The  Pacific  Bailroads — for  there  must  soon  be  three  dis- 
tinct lines,  and  in  time  at  least  tiiree  mone — wiU  be  to  Csli- 
fonda  what  the  Erie  Canal  is  to  New  York,  IJie  Mississippi  to 
tiie  great  vaU^*  It  is  barely  possible  to  over-estimate  their 
impoiance  and  value.  "While  they  render  New  York  that 
fbcQS  of  the  world's  commerce  which  London  has  so  long 
been,  tbey  must  bdld  up,  on  our  Pacific  coast,  a  tmflic  with 
Cliina,  Japan,  Australia,  such  as  I^rre  or  Carthage  nev^  con- 
ceived. California  haa  hitherto  seemed^  even  to  her  own 
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people,  mi  one  aide  of  the  eaiUi;  they  bave  too  generally  fielt 
as  sfcrangcis  and  sojourners,  and  talked  of  "going  home,"  — 
that  is,  to  the  Atlantic  slope ;  but  the  Pacific  Railroads,  bring- 
ing them  within  a  week  s  jom-ney  of  Nev,  EiigLiiid,  and  plac- 
ing them  in  daily  mail  communication  with  the  friends  of 
their  oliildhood,  will  make  thousands  contented  witli  iheir 
lot,  and,  after  a  good  visit  to  tlie  old,  familiar  firesides,  thpT 
will  return,  contented  to  end  theii*  days  on  the  Pacilic  slojx , 
and  will  draw  their  younger  brothers  and  cousins  after  them. 
T  predict  that  California  will  have  Three  Millions  of  people 
in  1000,  and  Or^on  at  least  One  Million. 

I  close  iriUi  a  mere  glance  at  San  Francisco;  becanse  ber 
age  has  nearly  donbled  skice  I  saw  her,  and  her  popolatioii, 
wealth,  and  businesB,  as  well  At  the  month  of  the  ddy  oon- 
sideiaUe  river  that  enters  the  Pacific  from  our  oontuoent^*— 
the  Colombia  and  the  Youkon  excepted, — with  a  &ir  en- 
trance, and  an  ample,  safe  harbor,  I  judge  that  the  Pacific 
liiiilroad  fixes  and  assnres  her  deisliuy  as  the  second  city  of 
America,  —  tlie  emporium  wherein  the  farthest  East  will  ex- 
change its  products  with  the  remotest  West,  I  dislike  her 
chilly  August  fogs  and  winds,  her  blowing,  diifting  sands ;  I 
might  >*ash  her  relieved  of  the  giant  sand-bank  which  cen- 
turies have  piled  up  between  her  and  the  Pacific ;  but  then 
her  Western  gales  would  be  fiercer  and  sharper  than  now;  so 
it  is  b^t  to  leave  her  as  she  is.  Suice  twenty  years  have 
raised  her  from  a  naked  beach  to  a  city  of  100,000  souk,  who 
can  doubt  that  eighty  more  will  see  these  swelled  to«  at  leis^ 
One  Million  ?  May  Intelligence  and  Yirtae  keep  even  step 
with  her  material  progress  I  may  the  great-grandchildren  of 
her  adventurous  pioneers  rejoice  in  the  knowledge  that  her 
stormy,  irregular  youth  has  given  place  to  a  sober,  respected, 
benellcent  maturity  \  may  hor  inflneuce  on  the  side  of  Free- 
dom, Knowledge,  Righteousness,  be  evermore  greatly  felt  and 
greatly  blest  thioughout  the  awaking,  wonderiug,  plastic 
Western  wodd  I 
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THE  erents  of  1858-59,  with  certain  demonstiatioiii 
against  Senator  Douglas  and  bis  dootzine  of  Squatter 

Sovereignty,"  by  nearly  all  his  Democratic  brethren  in  the 
Senate,  eaih  iii  tlie  session  of  1859-60,  plainly  portended  a 
disniption  of  tlie  doiniiiant  i»arty ;  creating  a  strong  >bability 
that  the  Kepubliciinjs  might  choose  the  next  President.  I 
had  already,  for  months,  contemplat«>d  that  contingency,  and 
endeavored  to  fix  on  the  proper  caadidate  for  President,  in 
view  erf  its  probable  occurrence. 

yij  choice  was  Edward  Bates,  of  St  Louis.  He  had  been 
sole  Bepieseiitative  of  Missouri  in  Congress  fully  thirty  yean 
before,  when  he  had  heartily  supported  the  administnttion  of 
John  Qnincy  Adams.  He  had  since  been  mainly  in  retire* 
ment^  save  that  he  had  presided  with  endnent  ability  over 
the  Riyer  and  Harbor  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in  1847r 
and  had  held  a  local  judgeship.  Bom  !n  Virginia,  a  life-long 
slaveholder,  in  polities  a  Whig,  he  was  thoroughly  conserva- 
tive, and  so  held  fast  to  the  doctrine  of  our  Ik\'uhitionary 
sages,  that  Shn  ery  was  an  evil  to  l>e  restricted,  not  a  good  to 
he  diJiused.  Tliis  ronvietion  made  him  essentially  a  Repub- 
lican;  M'liile  I  V)eliev<'d  tliat  he  could  poU  votes  in  every 
Slave  Statr,  and,  if  elected,  mlly  all  that  was  left  of  the  Whig 
party  therein  to  resist  Secession  and  Rebellion.  If  not  the 
only  Republican  whose  election  would  not  suffice  as  a  pretext 
for  civil  war,  he  seemed  to  me  tliat  one  most  likely  to  repress 
the  threatened  insurrection,  ixt,  at  the  worst,  to  crush  it  I 
did  not  hesitate  to  avow  my  preference,  though  I  may  have 
iritfaheld  some  of  my  leasona  Cot  it 
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Many  Tieptiblicans  disscrit<?d  from  it  mnst  decidedly ;  ono 
of  tlieui  said  to  nie,  "  Let  us  liave  a  caiididttte,  this  tim^  that 
rejjri'sents  our  most  advanced  convictions.** 

"My  friend,"  I  inquired,  "suppose  each  Bepublican  voter 
in  our  State  were  to  receive,  to-morrow,  a  letter,  advising  him 
tha^  he  (the  said  voter)  had  just  lost  his  brother,  for  flooie 
yevs  settled  in  the  South,  who  had  left  him  a  plantation  and 
half  a  dozen  slayes, — how  many  of  the  two  hundred  and  fiftf 
diousand  would,  in  response,  declare  and  set  those  slaves 
f^?"  « I  don't  think  I  oould  stand  Ma^  test  myself  r  was 
his  xnompt  rejoinder.  "Then,"  I  resumed,  ''it  is  not  jrrt 
time  to  nominate  as  you  propose." 

The  Repiiblicau  National  Convention  was  called  to  meet  at 
Cliicago,  May  IG,  1860,  and  I  attended  it,  Lttviiig  been  re- 
quest^M  by  the  Republicans  of  Oregon  t^>  act  tia  one  of  tlieir 
delegates  therein.  Governor  Seward  was  the  most  prominent 
c  uididate  for  the  Presidential  nomination,  warmly  backed  by 
the  delegations  from  New  York,  Michigan,  and  several  otha 
States>  including  most  of  those  from  Massachusetts.  I  was 
somewhat  surprised  to  meet  there  quite  a  number  who,  in 
conyerBations  with  me  and  others,  had  unhesitatingly  pio- 
nounced  his  nomination  unadyisahle,  and  likdj  to  prove  dis- 
astrous, now  on  hand  to  urge  it  I  strongly  felt  that  they 
had  been  right  before,  and  were  wrong  now ;  and  I  did  what 
I  could  to  coimteract  their  effbrts ;  visiting,  to  this  end,  and 
brieHv  adilres.sin;^',  the  delegations  from  se\'eral  .States.  I  did 
much  less  than  was  popularly  supposed ;  being  kept  luisy  for 
ten  or  twelve  of  the  most  critical  hours  just  j)receding  the 
ballotmgs  in  tiie  committee  of  one  delegate  from  each  State 
represented  that  framed  and  reported  the  phitlurm.  An  effaii 
to  concentrate,  prior  to  the  balloting,  all  the  anti-Seward  votes 
on  one  candidate^  proved  unsuccessful;  and  the  proliability 
of  Seward's  success  seemed  thereafter  so  decided,  that  one  of 
his  leading  snppoiterB  urged  me,  just  before  we  began  to  bal- 
lot^ to  name  the  man  whose  nomination  for  Yioe-Breside&t 
would  be  most  effective  in  reconciling  those  with  whom  I 
acted  to  the  support  of  Governor  Sewaid.  I  adyised,  thrm^ 
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him,  the  Seward  men  to  make  the  whole  ticket  aatis&otoiy  to 
themselves.  We  soon  proceeded  to  vote  for  a  candidate  for 
Praident^  with  the  foUowiDg  lesolt : — 


MMto 

William  H-  Sowftnl.  of  "New  Yo«k»    •  . 

180 

Abraham  Lincoln,  of  lUinoi?;  

.  .  lot 

181 

42| 
85 

William  L.  Dayion.  of  NeirJenaj,  .  . 

.   .  14 

10 

Joiin  McLean,  of  Ohio,    .    .    •   •    •  • 

.   «  12 

• 

5 

4 

S 

Mr.  Lmooln  having  veiy  nearly  votes  enough  to  nominate 

him  on  the  third  ballot,  otliei^  wore  rapidly  tninsferred  to 
biin,  until  he  had  3r>4  out  of  4GG  in  all,  and  his  iioiiiiiiation 
was  declared.  On  motion  of  AVilliam  M.  Evarts,  on  tlie  ])art 
of  New  York,  st'cori(h*d  liy  rT(^!in  A.  An(h\'\v  on  Ixdialf  of 
Massachusetts,  the  noniinatiou  was  then  made  unanimous. 
Ou  the  hist  ballot  for  Vice-President,  Hannibal  Hamlin,  of 
3fnine,  received  194  votes,  which  the  next  ballot  swelled  to 
367  against  99,-7- when  he»  too,  was  unanimously  nominated ; 
and  l^e  Convention  adjourned  with  nine  hearty  cheeis  for 
the  ticket 

The  "Constitntional Union"  (late  American")  paarty,met 
hy  delegates  three  days  later  in  Baltimore,  declared  its  plat- 
form to  be  ^the  Gonstitation  of  tite  countiy,  the  Union  of 

the  States,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  Laws,"  and  nominated 

thereon  John  Hell,  of  Tennessee,  for  President,  and  Edward 
Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  for  Vice-Pn^sident. 

Tiie  I  democratic  National  Convention*  had  met  originally 
at  Charleston,  Sonth  Carolina;  had  (juarrelled  ov(»r  a  plailorm 
for  a  week  or  more;  and  had  finally  been  disrupted  liy  the 
withdrawal  of  a  majority  of  the  delegates  frt)m  Slave  States, 
because  of  the  adoption  (by  a  vote  of  165  to  138)  of  a  plat- 
form which  was  held  to  favor,  or  at  least  not  explicitly  to 
condemn.  Senator  Douglas's  "  Squatter-Soyereignfy "  dogma. 

'  •Apdlsa. 
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After  taking  57  ballots  for  Prcsident,  wliereon  Mr.  Douglas 
had  a  decided  majority  of  all  tlie  votes  ciist  ctn  every  ballot, 
and  a  majority  of  a  full  Coavention,  that  body«  by  a  vote  of 
195  to  55,  adjourned*  to  resjssemble  at  Baltimore,  June  18; 
at  which  time  (tbe  places  of  most  of  the  seceders  having 
meantime  been  filled)  Mr.  Douglas  received  on  the  first  ballot 
173},  and  on  the  second  181|  votes,  which  was  less  than 
two-thiids  of  a  ML  Convention  (303).  Hje  was  theieiipaii, 
on  motion  of  Sanfoid  R  Chmch,  of  New  Toric, 'declared  the 
nominea 

Hon.  Benjamin  Fitzpatrick,  of  Alahama,  was  xinanimotisly 

nominated  for  Vice-President;  but  he  declined,  and  Hon. 
Herschel  V.  Johnson,  of  Georgia,  was  put  up  in  bis  stead. 

Tlie  bolters  at  Charleston  met  in  Baltinaae  on  tbe  11th 
of  June,  Ijvit  adjourned  to  tbe  25tb  ;  at  which  time,  IIoil  John 
C.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky  (then  Vice-President),  was 
unanimously  nominated  for  l^sident^  with  Genaiai  Joseph 
Lane^  of  Oiegon,  for  Vice-President 

Tbe  quadrangular  contest  thus  inaogiuated  has  had  no 
parallel  but  a  very  imperfect  one  in  1824  It  seems  dear 
that  the  bolting  Democratic  ticket  was  intended  to  render 
the  success  of  the  Bepublicans  inevitable ;  and  the  probability 
of  that  success  was  openly  exulted  over  in  4th  of  July  toasta 
at  various  celebnitions  in  South  Carolina^  where  no  other  can- 
didate than  Breckinridge  had  even  a  nominal  support  Tet 
in  New  York  the  supporters  of  Douglas,  of  Ikdl,  and  of  Breck- 
inridge united  on  a  common  ticket,  wbicb  was  defeated,  but 
only  after  a  most  determined  canvass.  In  otber  States,  Llie 
"fusion"  was  incomplete  or  non-»^xistent,  rendering  Air.  Lin- 
coln's success  a  tViregone  conclusion.  Mr.  Douglas,  aloue 
among  tbe  Presidential  candidates,  took  the  stump,  and  spoke 
with  vigor  and  energy  in  several  States^  but  to  little  purpose. 
The  popular  vote  in  the  Free  States  was  mainly  divided 
between  Lincoln  and  Douglas ;  in  tlie  Slave  States,  between 
Breckinridge  and  Bell :  the  totals  in  either  section  bdng,  as 
nearly  as  they  can  be  apportioned,  as  follows : — 

•  MiyrS. 
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Free  States,   1,831,180      1,128,049      379,211  1.10,151 

aianHunm,  26^        16S^9S      570^71  515,97a 

Total,  •  .  .  1^7,^10      I|»ll^74     860^  646^194 

M:  Lincoln  had  180  electoral  votes  to  123  for  aU  otliers; 
he  ha\  iiig  the  fidl  vote  of  all  the  Free  States  but  New  Jersey, 
which  gave  him  4.  Mr.  Douglas  had  barely  3  in  New  Jer- 
sey, witli  the  9  of  Missouri, —  12  in  all,  —  while  Breckinridge, 
with  a  umch  sniaUer  popular  vote,  had  72  electors;  barely 
missing  those  of  V'ii'giiiia,  also  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
making  30  in  all. 

Mr.  Lincoln's  popular  and  electoral  vote  were  each  a 
little  larger:  than  those  of  Mr.  Buclianan  in  1856 ;  but,  prac- 
tically, the  one  result  had  strong  points  of  resemblance  to  the 
otlier.  In  the  former,  a  united  South  triumphed  over  a 
divided  North ;  in  the  latter,  a  United  North  succeeded  over 
a  divided  South.  But  the  division  affected  only  the  Presi- 
dency; the  anti-Republicans  still  held  the  Supreme  Court, 
with  the  Senate,  and  were  morally  certain  of  a  large  majority 
also  in  the  new  House  of  Representatives,  whereof  two  thirds 
of  the  members  were  chosen  with  or  before  the  I'residential 
Electors. 

Thus  stood  the  country  on  the  day  after  that  which  re- 
corded the  popular  verdict  for  Lincoln  and  Hamlin. 

It  is  true  that  the  moral  weight  of  that  verdict  was  dimin- 
ished by  the  consideration  that  it  was  pronounced  by  barely 
two  fifths  of  the  legal  voters.  Antugoiiist  on  other  points  as 
the  defeated  factions  were,  it  was  notorious  that  they  were  a 
unit  in  opposition  to  the  cardinal  Republican  principle  of  No 
Extension  of  Slavoiy,  whicli^  by  acting  in  oonoeit,  they  could 
at  any  time  aneat  and  defeat  Tet  tlie  eleetion  of  Lincoln, 
hy  placipg  the  Executive  patronage  of  the  Gkiveranient  in  the 
lumda  of  a  BepaUican,  had  done  mncli  towaid  the  develop- 
ment  thfoughout  the  South  of  that  latent  anti-SIaveiy  senti- 
ment which  her  aristocracy  ahhoned  and  dreaded.  In  that 
election,  therefore,  many  ^vehddeia  saw  foteehadowed  the 
doom  of  tJieir  cherished  ^institatioiL'' 
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THE  popular  vote  *  in  each  State  for  Presidential  Electors 
having  rendered  inevitable  the  success  of  Liiicolii  and 
Hamlin,  tlv^  rt'sult — inimetliately  a^scertained  and  disseiiii- 
natcd  hy  means  of  the  tt'legraph  —  wa"^  nnwhcrc  received  %Yith 
more  general  expressions  of  satisfaction  than  in  South  Caro- 
lina, whose  ruling  caste  had,  months  before,  but  especially  <hi 
the  preceding  4th  of  July,  indicated  their  wish  and  hope  that 
the  election  would  have  this  issua.  Indeed,  we  KepubUcans 
had  heeii  fully  aware,  throughout  the  canvass,  that  the  divis- 
ion of  the  Democntic  party  effected  at  tiie  Charleston  Con-  i 
vention  was  designed  to  assure  out  success, — not  as  an  end, 
hut  as  a  means» — and  that  those  who  supported  Breckinridge, 
while  they  would  have  r^arded  his  election  wii]i  compla- 
cency, were  quite  as  well  satisfied  with  that  of  Lincoln.  Much 
as  they  disliked  —  nay,  detested  —  the  "  Black  Ilepubhcans,* 
they  regarded  Senator  Douglas  and  his  "  Squatter  Sover- 
eij^nty"  with  an  intenser  aversion,  and  were  bent  on  their 
absolute  dise«imtitun;  at  all  ha^rds. 

All  revolutionary  movements  derive  their  momentimi  from 
diverse  sources,  and  are  impelled  by  veiy  diftierent  agencies. 
Of  the  four  and  a  half  millions  of  voters  for  Pi^sident  in 
1860,  it  is  quite  safe  to  say  that  all  who  desired  Disunion 
were  included  within  the  850,000  f  who  voted  for  Btockiiir 

•  November  6,  1 S60. 

t  As  8outh  Curoiina  then  chose  her  electors  by  her  Leppslaturc,  her  [>0(ij>le 
do  not  count  in  thw  aggregate,  which  they  would  pxubably  have  sweiW  w 
•bootSOO/NM). 
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lidgc ;  but  even  thia  fractum  shoiild,  in  jas^aee,  be  divided 

into  classes,  as  follows: — 

I.  The  Disunionists,  pure  aud  simple,  who,  belioviug  Slavery 
the  only  uatural  aud  stable  husis  of  social  order,  and  noting 
the  steady  advance  of  the  Free  States  in  relative  wealih, 
population,  and  power,  deemed  tlie  Secession  and  Confedera- 
tion of  the  Slaveholdin«;  States  the  only  eoni-se  consistent 
with  their  intezests  or  their  safety^.  I  doubt  whether  this 
class  numbered  half  a  million  of  the  iifteen  hundred  thooaaod 
legal  voters  residing  in  the  Slave  States,  ▼hile  it  oould  coimt 
no  open  adherents  in  the  Free  States. 

n.  Those  irho,  while  they  peroeived  neither  safetj  nor 
aenae  in  Secession,  did  not  choose  to  he  stigmatized  as  Abo- 
litianists  nor  hooted  as  cowards,  but  preferred  the  remote,  con- 
tingent  ^>erib  even  of  civil  war  to  the  imminent  certainty  of 
persecution  and  social  outlawry,  if  they  should  be  pointed  out 
Uia  lucking  the  conra<nre  or  the  will  to  risk  all,  dare  all,  in  de- 
fence of  "  Southern  ri^dita." 

III.  Those  who,  wliile  at  heart-  hastile  to  Disnnion,  —  deem- 
ing it  no  remedy  for  existing  ilk,  wliile  it  opened  a  new  vista 
of  untold,  awful  calamities,  —  yet  regarded  the  vienacc  of 
Secession  with  complacency,  as  certain  to  frighten  "  the 
North  "  into  any  and  every  required  concession  and  retraction 
to  avert  the  tiireatened  dismption. 

It  was  this  third  class  —  I  judge  more  nnmeroos  than, 
while  saperior  in  wealth  and  aodal  consideration  to,  the  first 
and  second  combined — that  I  deemed  it  onr  first  dnty  to 
resist  and  baffle. 

I  had  for  forty  years  been  listening,  with  steadily  diminish- 
ing patience,  to  Sonthem  threats  of  Disunion.  AMiatever  an 
awakened  conscience,  or  an  enli[rhtene<l  aj)prcheU6iuu  of  Na- 
tional interest,  comniendcd  tu  a  majurity  ul  the  North  m  just 
and  ]»<»lir:.  ,  was  —  if  not  equally  accepfciblc  at  the  South 
—  apt  to  be  met  by  the  brav.ido,  "  Do  what  you  propose,  and 
we  will  dissolve  the  Union  !"  I  had  become  weary  of  this, 
and  desirous  of  ending  it  In  my  cherished  conception,  the 
Union  was  no  boon  conferred  on  the  North  by  the  South,  bat 
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a  volnntaiy  partnership,  at  least  as  advanta^^^^^ns  to  the  latter 
as  to  the  former.  I  desired  that  the  South  should  be  mads 
ta  oomprohend  and  respect  this  tratlL  I  wisliedlier  torealiss 
that  the  North  could  do  without  the  South  quite  as  irall  as 
the  South  could  do  without  the  North. 

For  the  first  breath  of  DiBunion  from  the  South  fiomed  into 
vigorous  life  the  old  spirit  of  compromise  and  ormging  at  the 
North.  "What  will  vou  do  to  save  the  Union  ?"  was  asked 
of  us  Republicans,  as  if  we  had  committed  .»»iiie  enonnitv  in 
voting  fur  and  electing  Lincoln,  which  we  must  now  aiuin-  l»y 
proffering  concessious  and  disciamiers  to  the  justly  alarmed 
and  irritated  Soutli. 

At  once,  the  attitude  uf  the  North  became  alarmed,  depre- 
catoiy,  self-abaBdog.  Every  local  election  held  during  the  two 
months  succeeding  our  National  triumph  showed  great  "  Con* 
servative  "  gains.  Conspicuous  Abolitiomsts  were  denied  the 
use  of  public  halls»  or  hooted  down  if  the^  attempted  to  speak 
Influential  citizens,  through  meetings  and  letters,  denounced 
the  madnftw  of  "fanatjeism"  and  implored  Hie  South  to  stay 
her  avenging  arm  until  the  North  could  haire  time  to  purge 
herself  from  compHcity  with  "fanatics,"  and  demonstrate  her 
frdtcnial  sympathy  witli  hci  Soutliem  sister,  —  that  is,  attest 
her  unshaken  loyalty  to  the  Slave  Tuwer.  An  eminent 
Southeni  Conservative  (John  J.  Crittenden)  havinij  y)ro{)osc(!, 
as  a  HL'W  UiiioM-saN  in^'  compiomise,  the  niaiiing  of  tlie  liim 
of  36  degrees  30  minutes  North  latitude  through  our  new 
territories  to  the  Pacific,  and  the  positive  allotmeut  aud 
guaranty  of  all  South  of  that  line  to  Slavery  forever,  the  sug- 
gestion was  widely  grasped  as  an  olive-branch,  —  even  the 
veteran  Thurlow  Weed  commending  the  proposal  to  popular 
favor  and  acceptance  as  fair  and  reasonableu  The  Republican 
party — which  had  been  called  into  existence  by  tiie  opening 
of  free  soil  to  Slavery — seemed  in  positive  danger  of  signalis- 
ing its  advent  to  power  by  giving  a  direct  assent  to  the  pnic- 
tical  extension  of  Slavery  over  a  region  far  larger  and  mors 
important  than  tliat  theoretically  surrendered  by  the  Kansas- 
Nebiubka  bill    In  fact,  the  attitude  of  the  North,  duiiuy  uio 
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two  last  montlis  of  1860,  was  foieahadowed  in  four  lines  of 
ColliDs's  Ode  to  the  Passions : — 

**  First,  Fear  hU  hand,  its  skill  to  try. 
Amid  fhp  chords  bcwilderc<l  laid  ; 
And  back  recoiled,  be  knew  not  why, 
B'en  «t  Che  aoand  hlmadf  had  nuds." 

And  the  danger  was  iniiuiiu'nt  that,  if  a  popular  voto  ronld 
have  been  had  (as  was  proposed)  on  the  Crittenden  Com- 
promise, it  would  have  prevailed  by  an  overw  helminL,'  ma- 
jority. Very  few  Republicans  would  ha\c  voted  for  it;  but 
very  many  would  have  refrained  from  voting  at  all ;  while 
their  adversaries  would  have  brought  their  every  man  to  the 
polls  in  its  support,  and  carried  it  by  hundreds  of  thousands. 

My  own  controlling  conviction  iVoni  first  to  last  was, — 
There  must,  at  all  events,  be  no  conres;sion  to  Slavery.  Dis- 
union, should  it  lietall,  may  be  calamity;  luit  complicity  in 
Slavery  extension  is  guilt,  wliich  the  Repulilicans  must  in  no 
case  incur.  It  hail  for  an  age  been  the  study  of  tlio  slave- 
holding  politicians  to  make  us  of"  the  North  partners  with 
tlieui  in  the  maintenance,  diffusion,  and  profit  or  loss  of  their 
industrial  system.  "Slavery  is  quiie  as  much  your  affair  as 
ours,  ihey  "Were  acciistomed  to  say  in  substance:  "we  own 
and  Work  the  negroes  ;  you  buy  the  cotton  and  sugar  pro- 
duced by  their  labor,  and  sell  us  in  return  nearly  all  we 
and  tliey  eat,  drink,  and  wear.  If  they  run  away,  you  help 
catch  and  return  them :  now  set  us  off  a  few  Inindred  thou- 
sand miles  more  of  territory  wheixion  to  work  them,  and  help 
us  to  acquire  Cuba,  Mexico,  &c.,  as  we  shall  say  we  need 
thein,  and  we  will  largely  extend  our  operations,  to  our 
mutual  benefit."  It  was  this  extension  that  I  was  resolved  at 
all  hazards  to  defeat 

But  how  ? 

Good  un(i  tmc  men  met  the  Bisunionists  rwhethor  earnest 
or  affected)  in  this  s(juam,  manly  way  :  "You  nmst  ol»ey  t)ie 
laws.  The  Union  wiU  not  be  tamel}'  suneudered,  and  eaunot 
be  dissolved  by  force.  Whoever  shall  attempt  thus  to  dis- 
.solve  it  will  liave  rea.son  to  repent  of  his  temerity.  Behave 
yourselves,  or  you  will  rue  your  tuibuleuce  1  '* 
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To  me*  fts  to  some  oQifin,  a  difTerent  course  seemed  advisa- 
ble. We  said  in  substance :  Yon  Disonionists  claim  to  be 
the  Sonthem  people,  and  rest  your  caae  on  the  vital  plincqde 
prodaimed  in  our  Mhen*  immortal  Bedantion  of  Indepen- 
denoe, — '  GovemmentB  derive  their  just  power  from  the  con- 
flent  of  the  governed.*  We  admit  the  principle, — uay,  we  ftfflim, 
we  glory  in  it ;  bat  your  caae  ia  not  within  it  Ton  are  nd 
the  Southern  people ;  you  are  not  even  a  majority  of  the 
Southern  Whites  ;  you  are  a  viuleiit,  uuscrupulous,  de.sj>erate 
itiinorit y,  who  have  couspired  to  clutch  power  and  wield  iz 
for  ends  wliich  the  overawed,  ^ya^fged  ]»ardlyzed  majority  at 
heart  condemn.  Secure  us  a  fair  o|»|Htrt unity  to  slate  oiir 
side  of  the  case,  and  to  argue  tlie  ]^>oiutji  at  issue  before  your 
people,  and  we  will  abide  their  decision.  We  disclaim  a 
union  of  force,  —  a  union  held  together  by  bayonets ;  let  us 
be  fnirly  heard ;  and,  if  yonr  people  decide  that  they  choose 
to  break  away  from  na,  we  will  inteipose  no  obatade  to  libeic 
peaceful  withdrawal  from  the  Union." 

Whether  thia  waa,  or  waa  not^  in  the  ahatfac^  aoond  doc- 
trine, it  ia  dear  that  those  who  uttered  it  ezpoaed  theni8elv» 
to  ready  miaapprahenaion  and  grave  obloquy,  which  were 
counterbalanced  by  no  advantage  or  profit  to  thciuselves. 
Their  consolation  was  tliut  they  had  done  something  toward 
arresting  the  sprini^-tiile  of  Northeru  serv  ility  that  set  strongly 
in  t:nor  of  "  cone  ilia  lion"  through  the  ad^tion  of  the  Crit- 
tenden Ci)iiip!umise, 

They  were  right  at  least  in  their  fundamental  assumption 
of  fact.  Tlie  South  was  not  for  Secession.  Though  its  par- 
tisans had  previously  made  skilful  nae  of  the  machinery  of 
the  Democratic  party  to  secure  Govemois,  Legislatores,  &c. 
in  their  inter&st,  and  the  Federal  offioeia — appointed  by 
Tierce  and  Buchanan  while  Jefferson  Davis,  Jacob  Thomp- 
aon,  John  B.  Floyd,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Slidell,  &c.,  were 
their  trusted  advisers — were  nearly  all  implicated  in  their 
compiracy,  the  Disunionists,  wholly  unresisted  by  PresideDt 
Buchanan,  were  enabled,  by  their  utmost  efforts,  to  alienate 
but  a  minority  of  the  Southern  Stateii  or  I'eople  fioiu  the 
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Fedeml  T^nion.  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Missis- 
aippi,  Louisiiina,  Floridn,  and  Texas  —  seven  States  in  all, 
entitled  to  but  twt  nty-r  ij^ht  representjitives  in  Congress  — 
were  claimed  as  having  seceded,  up  the  hour  wherein  W^-r 
wfis  formally  inimgiinited  by  nu  onUir  from  the  Confederate 
War  Dei>artiiR'Mt  t»>  open  lire  upon  tlie  Federal  fortress  named 
Snmter,  in  Charlestun  harbor.  In  no  one  of  tliese  Staters  but 
Texas  liad  the  ordinance  of  Secession  l>een  submitted  to,  and 
ratified  by,  a  (brect  popular  vote.  Tlie  eiglit  otlier  Slave 
States,  which  had  double  their  free  j>oj)idatiou  and  double 
their  representation  in  Congress,  had  not  merely  declined  to 
secede,  —  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennensee,  and  Missouri,  had 
given  sncli  majorities  against  it  as  they  never  gave  before; 
North  Carobnaand  Arkansas  had  expressly  voted  it  down; 
while  Abirylaud  and  Delaware  refused  even  to  take  the  mat- 
t<  r  iiuo  ciuisideration.  In  fact,  the  people  of  the  South,  like 
thiise  of  the  North,  were  as  yet  unripe  for  Disunion,  and 
shuddered  at  the  prosvx^ct  ol'  civil  war.  The  bomliardment 
of  Sumter,  which  suinnioued  the  Nation  to  arms,  was  impelled 
by  a  consciousness  that  the  mushroom  Confederacy  would 
otherwise  conajise  and  disappear.  Said  Jeremiah  Clemens, 
fru  airily  United  States  Seuufor  from  Alabama,  at  a  Unioii 
meeting  at  Huntsville,  March  13,  1864 :  — 

I  wish  to  state  a  fact  in  relation  to  the  commencement  ui  this 
war.  Some  time  ufter  the  ordinance  of  Secession  was  passed  I 
was  in  !Nknitgoniery%  and  called  on  President  Davis,  who  wa.s  in 
that  I'ity.  Diivis,  Mcujiiiingcr,  the  Secretary  of  War  [Leroy  Pope 
Walker],  (iiichrist,  the  member  from  Lowndes  County,  and  several 
others,  were  present.  As  1  entered,  the  conversution  eeused. 
They  were  evidently  discussing'  the  propriety  of  tiring  uu  Fort 
Siuutcr.  Two  or  three  of  thcni  withdrew  to  a  comer  of  the  room  ; 
and  I  heard  Gilchrist  say  to  the  Secretary  of  War :  '  It  mubt  he 
d&ne.  Ddaff  two  moniilfr  and  AtaXfOima  9lajf$  m  ike  tTmm,  Tom 
tmui  ^srutJde  hlood  m  iktfaa»  €f  ^  people,^ 

So  said,  so  done,  —  exce])t  that  the  "sprinkle  "  swelled  into 
a  rascade,  tlie  cascade  into  a  ri\  i!r,  wliich  inundated  and  red- 
dened the  whole  bi'eadth  of  our  country. 
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H.OSTTLTTIES  on  the  part  of  the  Confederacy  liad  been 
inaii'Mimted  weeks  before  Mr.  Lincoln'??  accei^??ioii  to 
the  Presidency.  The  Federal  Ibrt^,  ai^uals,  armories,  sul>- 
traasuiies,  &c.,  &c.,  located  in  the  seceding  States,  had,  in 
good  part,  thus  changed  hands,  —  often  with  the  hearty  as- 
sent and  cooperation  of  their  custodians, — always  without 
serions  lesistanoe  offered  by  them  or  commanded  from  Wash- 
ingtan.  Fort  Somter,  Key  West,  and  Fort  Pickens  (at  Fen- 
sacola)  weie  all  that  held  out  for  the  Union.  Qeneial 
Twiggs's  sonender*  of  the  greater  part  of  our  litde  Army, 
then  posted  along  the  exposed  frontiers  of  Texas,  with  sJl 
the  forts,  arm?,  munitions,  stores,  &c.,  occurred  two  weeks  he- 
fore  the  clri^e  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  term.  Still,  the  fact  that 
war  exist»'(l,  or  even  that  it  was  inevitable,  was  not  p  uorcdly 
realized  in  tlie  Frre  Stati'.'=;.  till  the  tolofjraph  tkishcd  far  and 
wide  the  startling  news  that  fire  liad  In-en  opened  f  on  Foil 
Sumter  from  the  Rebel  forts  and  batteries  where])v  it  waa 
half  encircled,  —  following  this,  next  day,  with  the  tiding 
tit  it  til  '  'cbly  manned  and  nearly  foodless  fort  had  snTren- 
dered.  Hereupon,  Yii^ginia  was  promptly  plunged  by  her 
Oouvention  into  the  widening  vortex  of  Secession ;  and  was 
soon  followed  by  Arkansas,  t  North  Caiolma»S  and  ultimately 
by  Tennessee.  II 

Meantime,  President  linooln,  directly  on  hearing  of  the 
fall  of  Sumter,  had  summoned  the  new  Congress  to  meet  in 

♦  FthmarT  18.  1861.  t  M"}'  6,  IBfil.  |  Jime  S»  ISSl. 

t  April  12,  1961.  f        20,  1861. 
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the  4ftli  of  JmIy  emnm^,  and  had 
eaJled  m  the  Govemow  of  the  piwiimpfciTely  Joyal  States  for 
their  zespectiye  quotas  of  a  yolnnteer  force  of  75,000  men  to 
defend  the  capital  and  pablic  property  of  the  Union.  The 
Qofremois,  not  onty  of  Yiiginia  (which  was  then  on  the  pointy 
if  not  in  the  aet,  of  seceding),  bat  of  North  Oandina,  Tennes- 
see, Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  even  Delaware,  responded  only 
witk  "  railing  accusations,"  iiiiplyiiiLj  amazement  that  any 
President  should  ask  or  expect  their  liclp  in  the  ntjfarious 
^vol•k  of  *'coerc'ioii-"  From  the  Gn\  cniors  of  thn  Fme  States 
(nearly  or  quite  all  Republicans)  very  ilini^rciit  re^jMMisi's  were 
received,  swiftly  followed  by  the  required  volunteers.  One 
of  the  fiist  regiments  on  foot  was  from  Ma^'^achusetts,  and 
was  fiercely  assailed*  on  its  passage  through  Baltimore  by  a 
¥BBt  pro-Slavery  mob,  whereby  tliree  of  its  men  were  slain 
and  eight  seriously  wmmdecL  The  residue  made  their  way 
through  the  ci^,  and  proceeded  to  Washington ;  bnt  a  Penn- 
sylvania regiment^  just  behind  it^  was  roughly  handled  by  the 
mob,  and  constiained  to  talce  the  back  track  to  Philadelphia. 
Baltimore  thersnpon  ranged  herself  on  the  side  of  Secession, 
stopping  the  trains  and  cutting  the  wires  that  connected 
Washin^^tuu  with  the  stiU  loyal  Stairs;  the  Federal  Arsenal 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  lieing  menaced,  was  fired  and  aUiiidoued ; 
the  Naw  Yard  at  Xoriolk  was  eulpahly  (h-scrti'd,  leaving  two 
thotisainl  eaniioii  and  lan?e  supplies  of  munitions  to  the  ex- 
iiltin;^  (  '(»nt'e<lerates ;  a  Confederate  camp  was  established  near 
Louis,  under  the  auspices  of  Governor  Jackson,  and  men 
openly  enlisted  and  drilled  there  for  the  work  in  prospect; 
the  South  was  closed  to  Northern  travel  and  commerce,  and 
everything  portended  a  formidable,  bloody,  devastating  war. 

Tet  Presidsnt  lincoln  persisted  in  what  seems  to  me  his 
second  gmve  mistake, — that  of  nnderestimatiiig  the  spirit 
and  power  of  the  Rebellion.  He  had  called  for  bnt  75,000 
men  when  apprised  that  Fort  Sumter  had  fidlen ;  he  called 
for  no  more  when  assured  that  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
Lad  been  swept  into  the  vortex  of  Secession  by  that  open 

•  Afoi  19,  1861. 
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dsBanoe  of  tiie  Hatu)iial  Mithocitjr  and  aoHniJioii  theKstioiial 
integrity ;  that  Afkamww  and  Ttameiaee  irm  cm  tlie  poini 
of  foUowing  their  had  example ;  and  that  even  Maiyland  and 
Miisouri  were,  at 

who  fully  shaied  the  ammm  and  sympathlxed  with  the  auna 
of  the  Diauttionlsta  It  waa  now  plain  that  the  Slave  Power 
waa  the  Nation's  aasaflant^  and  that  its  motto  wb^  ''War  to 
the  knife  I**  I  think  tiie  President  shovld  have  ohanged  his 
tactics  in  view  of  the  added  gravity  of  the  pnUic  daqger.  I 
think  he  should  have  invited  the  people  to  saoomblo  on  a  dea- 
tgnated  eaily  day  in  their  seveial  waxds  and  townships,  then 
ud  there  to  sblemnlj  swear  to  uphold  the  Qovenunent  and 
Union,  and  to  enroll  lAiemaelves  as  volunteere  for  the  war, 
inlject  to  he  oslled  oat  at  hia  discretion.  Each  man's  age,  as 
well  as  name*  shoold  have  been  recorded;  and  then  he  shonUl 
have  oalled  them  out  in  dasBes  as  thqr  should  be  wanted,^ 
say,  liret,  those  of  20  to  25  yean  old ;  seoondly,  those  between 
25  and  80 ;  and  so  on.  I  judge  that  not  lass  tiian  One  Mil- 
lion aUe-bodied  men  would  have  thus  enroUed  themselves; 
that  the  tot  two  caUs  would  have  provided  a  foree  of  not 
lass  than  two  bimdred  thoosand  men;  and  that  snbseqiieni 
calls,  thtiDgh  loss  productive,  would  have  supplied  all  the  men 
fipom  time  to  time  raqimed,  without  oast  and  without 
deky. 

The  Confodefato  Congraaa  had  met  at  Mcnlgamety,  iUap 
bama»  bald  a  biief  session,  and  adjounied  to  reconvene  aft 
Richmond  on  Ae  4th  of  July.  I  bdd  that  it  shoold  not 
have  been  allowed  so  to  meet^  but  that  a  Union  amy,  One 
Hundred  Thousand  strong,  should  have  occupied  that  city 
early  in  June^^ceriainly  before  the  doae  of  that  month. 
Rifibmond  was  not  yet  fortlfi^ ;  it  was  aooennble  by  land 
and  by  water;  we  firmly  held  Fortress  Monroe;  the  des|g>- 
nated  cental  of  the  Confedency  should  never  have  leoeived 
its  Congress  bat  should  have  witnessed  such  a  oelebmlion  of 
the  anniversary  of  Amsrican  Independence  as  had  never  yet 
thrilled  its  heart.  The  waxHSty,  "Forward  to  Richmond  1* 
did  not  originate  with  me;  bat  it  ia  just  what  ahould  have 
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been  uttered,  and  the  wards  ahould  have  been  traoBlated  into 
deede. 

Inatead  of  eneigy*  Tigor,  promptness,  daring,  deoision,  m 
had  in  our  conncils  weakness,  irresolution,  hesitation,  daisy; 
and,  when  at  last  our  hastOj  collected  forces,  alter  being  de- 
moralized by  weeks  of  idleness  and  dissipation,  were  sent 
forwaid,  they  advanced  on  separate  lines,  under  different  oom* 
manders;  thns  enabling  the  enemy  to  concentrate  all  his 
furtes  in  Virji^iiiia  a^^ainst  a  single  corps  of  uurs,  defeating  and 
stampeding  it  at  Bull  Run,  while  other  Union  volunteers, 
a<TrTrpirrttint:  nearly  twice  its  strenji^h,  lay  idle  and  useless  near 
Huipers  Ferry,  in  and  alxjut  \Vas]iinf!fton,  and  at  Fortress 
^lonroe.  Thus  what  shonlil  liave  been  a  short,  sharp  !>t niggle 
wdi}  expanded  into  a  long,  des\iltoij  one ;  while  those  wliose 
blundering  incapacity  or  lack  of  puipose  was  responsible  for 
those  ills  united  in  throwing  the  blame  on  the  Mthfal  few 
who  had  ^oounselled  justly,  but  whose  urgent  remonstrances 
tfwy-  had  never  heeded.  "Forwaid  to  Bidunond  i**  was  exe- 
dated  as  the  impulse  to  disaster,  even  by  some  who  had  lns» 
tfly  eehoed  it ;  and  weaiy  months  of  halting  ttnud,  nerveless^ 
yet  costly  warfare,  natmsUy  followed.  Men  talk  reproach- 
fully of  the  hca\y  losses  incurred  by  Grant  in  taking  Bich- 
mrind,  foi^tting  that  his  predecessors  liad  lost  yet  more  in 
not  taking  it.  In  war,  energy  —  promi)t  and  vigorous  action 
—  is  tlie  true  economizer  of  sntferin-j.  of  devastation,  and  of 
life.  Had  Napoleon  or  Jackson  heen  m  Scott'H  ]>We  in  1861, 
the  Bebellion  would  have  been  stamped  out  ere  the  (  lose  of 
that  year ;  but  Slavery  would  have  remained  to  scourge  us 
stilL  Thns  disaster  is  overruled  to  subserve  the  ends  of 
beneficence ;  thns  the  evil  of  the  moment  contains  the  germ 
of  good  that  is  endniing;  and  thus  is  freshly  exemplified  thtt 
great  troth  proclaimed  by  Pope: — 

"In  ^pi**^  of  pride,  in  errir.LT  T^m'^m's  spite. 
One  txutU  b  clear,  —  YunxiLvniL  la,  is  luuux.  ' 
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THERE  are  those  Mrho  say  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  fortu- 
nate in  his  death  as  in  his  life :  I  judge  otherwise.  I 
hold  him  moet  Inapt  for  the  leadesship  of  a  people  inimhred 
in  desperate,  agonizing  war;  while  I  deem  few  men  better 
fitted  to  gnide  a  nation's  destinies  in  time  of  peace.  Espe- 
cially do  I  deem  him  eminently  fitted  to  sootii^  to  heal,  and 
to  Temiite  in  bonds  of  tme,  ftatemal  affection  a  people  just 
lapsing  int^  peace  after  years  of  distracting,  desolating  inter- 
nal stiiic.  His  tnie  career  was  just  opening  when  an  assas- 
sins bullet  quenclied  his  lisflit  of  life. 

Mr.  Lincohi  eiitered  \Vasliinii:t<»u  the  victim  of  a  grave  de- 
lusion. A  genial,  (juiet,  essentially  peacefijl  man,  traineil  in 
the  ways  of  the  bar  and  the  stump,  he  fully  believed  that 
there  would  be  no  civil  war,  — no  serious  effort  to  consum- 
mnte  Disunion.  His  faith  in  Reason  as  a  moral  force  was  80 
implicit  that  he  did  not  cherish  a  doubt  that  his  Inaugurd 
Address,  whereon  he  had  bestowed  much  thought  and  labor, 
would^  when  read  throughout  the  South,  dissolTe  the  Con&d* 
enoy  as  fiost  is  dissipated  by  a  yemsl  sun.  I  sat  just  behind 
him  as  he  read  it^  on  a  bright^  warm,  still  March  day,  expect- 
ing to  hear  its  delivery  arrested  by  the  crack  of  a  r^e  aimed 
at  his  heart ;  but  it  pleased  God  to  |X)stpone  the  deed,  though 
there  ^vas  forty  times  the  reason  for  shooting  him  in  1^60 
that  there  was  in  '65,  and  at  least  forty  times  as  many  intvut 
on  killing  or  Imving  him  killed.  Iso  shot  was  thenfired,how* 
ever  ;  for  his  hour  had  not  yet  come. 

Almost  eveiy  one  has  peisonai  anecdotes  of  "  Old  Abe." 
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I  knew  him  more  tlian  sixteen  years,  met  him  oflen,  talked 
with  him  fomiliarly;  yet,  while  multitades  fancy  that  he 
yna  always  orerflowing  with  jocular  narrations  or  reminis- 
oenoesy  I  cannot  lemember  that  I  ever  heard  liiiu  tell  an  an- 
ecdote or  story.  One,  however,  that  he  did  tell  while  in  this 
city,  on  his  way  to  assume  the  Ptesidency,  is  so  charaoteristio 
of  the  man  and  his  way  of  regarding  portents  of  trouble^ 
tliat  I  here  leoord  it 

Almost  every  one  was  asking  him,  with  evident  apprehen- 
sion if  not  perturbation :  "  What  is  to  be  tlie  issue  of  tliis 
Southern  effervescence  ?  Are  we  really  to  have  civil  war  I " 
and  ho  once  responded  in  substance  as  follows : — 

**  Many  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  youni?  l<i\ryer,and  Illinois 
was  little  settled,  except  on  her  southern  border,  I,  with  other 
lawyers,  used  to  hde  the  drcnit;  journeying  with  the  judge 
from  oounty'-seat  to  comity<-seat  in  quest  of  business.  Once, 
after  a  long  spell  of  pouriug  rain,  which  had  flooded  the 
Vhole  country,  transforming  small  creeks  into  rivets,- we  were 
often  stopped  by  these  swollen  streams,  which  we  with  diffi- 
culty  crossed.  Still  ahead  of  iis  was  Fox  River,  larger  than 
all  the  rest ;  and  we  could  not  help  saying  to  each  other, '  If 
these  streams  give  us  so  much  trouble,  how  shall  we  get  over 
Fox  Biver  ? '  Da  illness  fell  before  we  had  reached  that 
stream ;  nnd  we  all  stopped  n  t  a  log  tavern,  had  our  horses 
put  out,  iiiid  resolved  to  pass  the  night.  Here  we  were  right 
glad  to  fall  ill  ^vit]l  the  Methodist  Presiding  Elder  of  the  cir- 
cuit, wiio  r<j(k'  it  in  all  weather,  knew  all  its  waya^  and  oould 
tell  us  all  about  Fox  River.  So  we  all  gathered  around  him, 
and  asked  lum  if  he  knew  about  the  crossing  of  Fox  River. 
'  O  yes,'  he  replied, '  I  know  all  about  Fox  River.  I  have 
CK^sed  it  often,  and  understand  it  well ;  but  1  have  one  fixed 
rule  with  regard  to  Fox  Hiver :  I  never  cross  it  UU  I  reach 
it'" 

I  infer  that  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  fully  realize  that  we  were 
to  have  a  great  civil  war  till  the  Bull  Kiiii  disaster.  T  cannot 
otherwise  explain  what  seemed  to  many  of  us  his  amazing 
tameness  when  required  1^  the  Mayor  and  by  the  Young 
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Ghiiiliaiw  of  Btltimflre  to  pttNuise  not  to  hten  ai^mm  vut 
vntoen  marched  mstom  the  State  of  Maryland  on  tibenr  wwj 
to  the  defence  of  WaahingtoiL  Had  he  then  vealized  tinl 

bloofly  strife  had  become  a  dire  necessity,  I  think  he  would 
have  leb^uUeil  with  luuie  spirit. 


Wien  Tve  were  at  length  unmistakably  launched  on  the 
stormy  ocean  of  civil  war,  Mi.  Lincoln's  tenacity  of  purpose 
pendleled  his  former  immobility.  I  believe  he  would  hava 
been  nearly  the  last,  if  not  tlievdiy  last,  man  m  ^meEnca  to 
xecognice  the  Soijt  li  rn  Confedency,  had  its  anm  heen  tanah 
phant   He  would  have  much  preferred  death. 

This  finxmees  impelled  him  to  what  seemed  to  me  a  grave 
error.  Because  he  would  never  ooosent  to  give  up  the  Uokiv 
he  dreaded  to  recognise  in  any  manner  the  ejdtftenoe  of  the 
Confederacy.  Yet  such  neoognition,  after  the  capture  of  sev- 
eral thousands  of  our  soldiers,  liecanje  inevitable.  Had  For- 
tmiu  iiiiiturmly  smiled  on  our  uini>,  wc  ini;4lit  have  treated 
the  Rebellion  m  a  seditions  riot ;  but  our  serious  loss  in  pris- 
oners at  ]>ull  liun  rendered  thii»  theuceioilli  iuijxissiMe.  We 
were  virtually  compelled  to  recoj:rnize  the  (  untcdemtes  as 
belligerents,  by  negotiating  an  exchange  of  prisonei-s.  Tlience- 
forth  (it  seems  to  me)  we  were  precluded  irom  treating  them 
M  felons.  And  I  oould  see  no  objection^  not  merely  to  receiv- 
ing with  courtesy  any  overtures  for  peace  they  mjjg^t  see  fit 
to  make,  but  even  to  making  overtures  to  them,  as  Giesl 
Britain  so  publicly  did  to  our  Bevolutionaiy  &tiiem  in  tbe 
Summer  of  76. 

War  has  beeome  so  fearftiUy  expensive,  thiougli  the  pio- 
gress  of  invention  and  machinery,  that  to.  protract  it  is  to 
involve  all  parties  in  bankruiitey  and  ruin.  BelUgerents  are, 
therefore,  prone  to  protest  their  anxiety  for  Peace,  —  in  most 
cases,  siucendy.  Nai»()le()n,  though  often  at  war,  was  uhvayi 
proulaiminLi  his  anxiety  for  jx-aee.  Tt  seemed  to  me,  thi"'>H^h- 
out  onr  '^vdAt  struggle,  that  a  more  vigorous  prosecution,  alike 
of  War  and  of  Peace,  was  desiz&hk^   Isxgsr  amuesi  in  tbs 
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average  more  eneigetically  led,  more  ably  handled,  seemed  to 
be  the  NatioDal  need*  down  to  a  late  stage  of  the'  contest. 
And  I  decmucl  it  a  w^^fa^lr^  to  pat  aside  any  overture  thai 
looked  to  the  aohievement  of  peace*  Instead  of  lepelling 
snoli  overtures,  however  unpromising,  I  would  hay©  openly 
welcomed  any  and  all,  and  so  treated  each  as  to  prove  that 
the  continoEQce  of  war  was  not  the  fault  of  our  side.  And 
so,  when  Henry  IVfay,  Colonel  JacqiMSS,  and  others,  solicited 
peimission  to  go  to  Kichmond  in  quest  of  Peace,  I  would 
have  openly  granted  them  every  facUily;  asldllg  them  only  to 
state  distinctly  thut  I  liad  not  sent  nor  accredited  theuL 
And  I  judge  that  Mr.  Lincoln  slowly  came  to  a  conclusion 
not  dissimilar  to  mine,  since  Mr.  F.  P.  Blair's  two  visits  to 
fiichmund  were  made  with  his  full  knowledge;  while  his 
own  visit  to  Fortress  Monroe,  there  to  meet  Confederate  Com- 
missioners and  discuss  with  them  terms  of  pacification,  was  a 
formal  notice  to  all  concerned  of  his  anxiety  to  stay  the 
efiusion  of  blood.  I  beliuvo  that  this  conference  did  much  to 
precipitate  the  downfall  of  the  tottering  Confederacy.  I 
doubt  whether  any  one  of  Shemuin's  nearly  simultaneous 
successes  did  more.  And,  while  Mr.  Lincoln  would  have 
been  a  tenacious  champion  of  the  authority  and  dignity  of 
the  Union  and  the  riglits  and  security  of  all  its  loyal  people, 
I  am  sm  e  the  \  anci^uished  £ebels  would  have  found  him  a 
generous  coiKiucror. 

^tr.  Lincoln  died  lor  his  country  as  truly  as  any  soldier 
who  i'eU  (i,Lilitin^'  in  the  raulis  of  her  armies.  He  was  not 
merely  killed  for  her  sake,  —  because  of  the  high  responsi- 
bilities she  had  a  second  time  devolved  uu  him,  and  the 
fidelity  wlu-ruwith  he  fulfilled  them, —  he  Ava.s  worn  out  in 
her  service,  and  >v(ndd  uut,  I  judge,  have  lived  out  his  official 
terra,  had  no  one  sou^dit  his  immolation.  When  I  last  saw 
him,  a  few  weeks  heroic  liis  death,  I  was  struck  by  his  hag- 
gard, care-frauj^ht  fai  c,  so  different  from  the  suuuy,  ^dadsome 
countenance  he  lii^t  hrought  from  Illinois.  I  felt  that  liis  life 
hium  by  so  slender  a  tlircju]  that  any  new  aecess  of  trouble 
or  excess  of  etlbrt  might  suddenly  dose  his  career.    I  had 
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ceaaed  to  apprehend  bk  aasaasinatioii, — had  ceased  era  to 
think  of  it ;  yet  "the  soneet  of  lii^ "  was  plainly  looking  oiA 
of  his  kindly  eyes  and  gleaming  from  hie  weather-beaten 

visage. 

I  believe  I  neither  enjoy  nor  deserve  the  reputation  of  fa- 
voring exorbitant  allowances  or  lavish  expenditures ;  yet  I 
feel  that  my  country  has  been  meanly  parsimonious  in  its 
dealings  with  Mr.  Lincoln's  family.  The  liead  of  tliat  fiimily 
was  flBkirly  elected  and  inaugurated  Fiesident  for  a  second 
teim;  and  he  had  acaicely  entered  upon  tliat  term  when  he 
was  murdered  because  he  was  Pieaident.  I  hold  that  this 
&ct  entitled  his  £unily  to  the  four  yeais'  salary  which  the 
people  had  voted  to  pay  him ;  that  the  manner  of  his  death 
took  his  case  entirely  out  of  the  cat^goiy  of  meie  deoease 
while  in  office ;  and  that  they  should  have  heen  paid  the 
$100,000  which,  but  for  Booth's  buDet^  wonld  have  heen 
theirs,  instead  of  the  one  year's  salary  that  was  allowed  them. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  Mrs.  Linc(jln  was  and  is  unpopular, — > 
I  need  not  inquire  with  what  reaisun,  since  I  am  not  jpleadins; 
for  generosity,  but  for  naked  justice.  Buchanan,  trembling  at 
the  rustle  of  a  leaf,  served  out  liis  term,  and  was  paid  bis  full 
salaiy ;  dyin^^,  seven  years  later,  of  nntvn-id  decay.  To  withhold 
Mr.  Lincoln's  pay  because  he  invoked  the  hatred  of  assassins 
by  his  fearless  fidelity,  and  was  therefore  bereft  of  life  when 
in  the  zenith  of  his  career,  is  to  discourage  fidelity  and  foster 
pnsilknimily.  May  not  the  wrong  he  redressed  even  yet ! 


Mr.  linooln  was  emphaticaUy  a  man  of  the  people.  Mr. 
day  was  called  "The  Great  Commoner*'  by  those  who  ad- 
mired and  loved  him  ;  but  Clay  was  imperious,  even  haughty, 
in  his  moods,  with  aristocratic  tastes  and  fault.s,  utterly 
forei<?n  to  Lincoln's  essentially  plebeian  nature.  There  never 
yet  was  man  so  lowly  as  to  feel  humbled  in  the  presence  of 
Abraham  Lincoln ;  there  was  no  honest  man  who  feartnl  or 
dreaded  to  meet  him  ;  there  was  no  virtuous  society  so  rude 
that,  had  he  casually  dropped  into  it,  he  would  have  checked 
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innocent  hilaiity  or  been  fiolt  as  a  damper  on  enjoyment 
Hud  he  entered  as  a  strangBr  a  Ipggei's  camp  in  tlie  gieaft 
woods,  a  pioneer^s  bark-covered  cabin  in  some  new  settle- 
ment^  he  would  have  soon  been  recognized  and  Valned  as  one 
wliafle  aoqnaintance  was  to  be' prized  and  onltivated. 

Mr.  Linooln  was  essentially  a  growing  man.  Enjoying  no 
advantaLTcs  in  voiith,  he  bad  obser\red  and  reflected  much 
since  lie  attained  Lo  iiiaiihood,  and  he  was  steadily  incrciusinij 
liis  stock  of  knowledge  to  the  day  of  death.  He  w<ls  a 
wiser,  aliler  man  when  he  entered  upon  his  second  than  when 
he  coniinenced  his  first  Presideuu.il  term.  ITis  nu-ntal  pro- 
cesses were  slow,  but  sure;  if  he  did  not  actiuire  swiftly,  he 
retained  all  that  he  had  once  learned.  Cireater  men  our 
country  has  produced;  but  not  another  whom,  humanljr 
speaking,  she  could  so  ill  spare,  when  she  lost  himj  as  the 
victim  of  Wilkes  Booth's  mnideions  aim. 


Though  I  Tei7  heartOy  supported  it  when  made,  I  did  not 
favor  his  le-nomination  as  President;  for  I  wanted  the  War 
driven  onward  with  vehemence,  and  this  was  not  in  his 
nature.  Always  dreading  that  t|ie  National  credit  woold 
fiifl,  or  the  National  lesolntion  filter,  T  feared  that  his  easy 
ways  would  allow  the  Rebellion  to  obtain  European  recogni- 
ti'tn  an*i  achieve  ultimate  succass.  l>ut  that  "  Diviuity  that 
shapes  our  ends"  was  quietly  Morkini::;  out  for  na  a  larger  and 
fuller  deUverance  than  I  had  dared  to  hope  for,  lea%nn(r  to 
such  short-si^ditcd  mortals  a-s  I  no  part  but  to  wonder  and 
adore.  We  have  had  chieftains  who  would  have  crushed  out  the 
Kehellion  in  six  months,  and  restored  "the  Union  as  it  was"; 
but  God  gave  us  the  one  leader  whose  control  secured  not 
only  the  down&ll  of  the  Eebellion,  but  the  eternal  o\  erthrow 
of  Hnman  Slavery  under  the  flsg  of  the  Great  BepubUo. 
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TB[E  President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  was  chosen 
by  a  capable,  iv.^»>hite  nristocmcv,  "with  express  refer- 
ence to  the  arduous  ta^k  directly  before  him.  The  clitiiie 
was  delibemte,  and  apparently  wise.  ^Ir.  Davia  was  io  tlie 
mature  pnme  of  Hfe;  his  natural  abilities  were  good;  his 
training  varied  and  thorough.  He  had  been  educated  at 
West  Point,  which^  with  all  its  foults,  I  judge  the  best  school 
yet  estabUflhed  in  our  coontij ;  he  had  served  in  onr  littJe 
vnaj  in  peace,  and  aa  a  Colond  of  volunteeri  in  the  Mexieaa 
War;  xetoniiiig  to  civil  life^  he  had  been  oonspicnoiia  in  the 
politics  of  his  State  and  the  Nation ;  had  heen  elected  to  the 
Senate,  and  there  met  in  cotirteous  but  earnest  enooantsr 
Henry  Clay  and  his  compeers ;  had  been  four  years  Secretary 
of  War  under  President  rierce  ;  auJ  liad,  iinmediat^jly  on  his 
retiring  from  that  post,  been  returned  to  tl)*^  Senate,  wlirn^f 
his  admirt'i-s  stvh'd  him  "the  Cicero,"  aud  wiiereof  he  ccii- 
tiiuied  a  incmher  until  —  not  without  manifest  reluctance  — 
he  re-sii^ind  and  i-eturnwl  to  Mississippi  to  cast  his  future 
fortunes  into  the  seething  caldron  of  Secession  and  Disunion. 

compared  with  the  homely  country  lawyer,  Abnhaia 
Lincoln, — reared  in  poverty  and  obscurity,  with  none  other 
than  a  common-^school  education,  and  precious  little  of  that; 
whose  familiarity  with  public  afiyia  was  confined  to  three 
sessions  of  the  Illinois  Legislature  and  a  single  term  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives, — it  would  seem  that  theadvaa- 
tage  of  chieftains  was  largely  on  the  side  of  the  Confederacy. 
The  contrast  between  them  was  striking,  but  imperfect; 
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for  each  was  thoroughly  in  earnest,  thorou^'lilj  p<^TSuaded  of 
the  justice  of  the  cause  whereof  he  st^Kxl  foi*th  the  foremost 
champion,  and  signally  gifted  with  tliat  quality  which,  in  the 
successful,  is  termed  tenacity,  in  the  luckless,  o1).siiiia(_y.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  remarkahly  devoid  of  tliat  magnetic  quality 
whicli  tlirills  tlie  masses  witli  eiilliusiasm,  rendering  tluMu 
heedless  of  sacritice  and  in^fiwiblp  tx)  danger;  ^Ir.  Davis  \vus 
nowise  distinguished  by  us  j»ossessiun.  As  the  jireacher  of  a 
crusade,  either  of  them  liad  many  superiui-s  I'ut  Mr.  Davis 
carefully  im])roved  —  as  ^Ii".  Lincoln  did  not  —  every  op[K)r- 
tunity  to  proclaim  liis  own  undonbting  faith  in  the  justice  of 
his  cause,  and  labored  to  diffuse  tliat  cuuvictiou  -dn  widely  as 
|ii)ssible.  His  successive  mesiiiiges  and  other  manifestoes  were 
well  calculated  to  disjxjl  the  doubts  and  inflame  the  zeal  of 
those  who  regarded  him  as  their  chief ;  v.  lnle,  a^juit  from  his 
first  Inaugural,  and  his  brief  speech  at  the  Gettysburg  cele- 
bration *  Mr.  Lincoln  made  little  use  of  his  many  opjH)r- 
tunities  to  demoustiute  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  War 
for  the  Union. 

Mr.  Davis,  aft^r  the  fortunes  of  his  Confederacy  waned, 
was  loudly  accused  of  tVivoritism  in  the  allotmcitt  of  Military 
tmsts.  He  is  said  to  have  distrusted  and  undci  valued  Joseph 
JuimBt/)n,  which,  if  so,  was  a  grave  error;  for  Johnston  proved 
hini.self  an  able  and  trustworthy  commander,  if  not  a  great 
military  genius,  —  never  a  blunderer,  and  never  intoxicated 
by  success  nor  paralyzed  by  disaster.  His  displaceTneut  in 
lsi'»4  by  Hiiod,  a.s  ( 'ommander-in-(  'hief  of  the  Army  of  Georgia, 
was  pro\ cd  a  mistake  ;  but  it  was  more  defensible  than  the 
appi'intment  of  Ilalleck  as  ( Jeneral-in-Chief  of  our  .iiniie.% 
directly  after  his  failure  on  the  Tennessee.  Bragg  is  named  as 
first  of  Davis's  pets ;  but  Bmgg  seems  to  me  to  have  proved 
himself  a  good' soldier,  and  to  have  shown  decided  ca|>acity  at 
the  Lattle  of  Stone  Kiver,  though  he  was  ultimately  obliged 
to  leave  the  licld  (and  little  else)  to  Kosecrans.  Pembcrton 
was  accounted  another  of  1  >a vis's  overrated  favorites ;  but 
Pemberton,  being  of  Northern  birth,  was  never  fully  trusted, 

•  ^vooUwr  19, 1868. 
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nor  fairly  judged,  by  his  compatriots.  On  a  full  sun  ey  of  the 
groand,  I  judge  that  Davis  evinced  respectable,  not  bnUimt, 
capacities^  in  his  stonny  and  tiying  Presidential  caicer ;  and 
that  his  qualifications  for  the  post  vere  equal  to^  while  his 
fiiults  were  no  greater  than,  Mr.  Lincoln's. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  judgment  of  his  compatriots^ 
who  extravagantly  exaggerated  his  merits  while  their  cause 
seemed  to  prosper,  and  as  tmjostly  magnified  his  foalts  and 
short-comings  from  the  moment  wherein  their  star  first  visibly 
waned.  They  were  ready  to  make  him  Emperor  in  1862 ; 
they  regarded  him  as  tlieir  evil  genius  in  1865.  Having 
rushed  into  war  in  unduubtiiig  coutidence  that  their  success 
was  ine\  it;il)le,  tlu-y  wore  astounded  at  their  defeat,  iiiid  im- 
pelled to  believe  that  their  resources  had  been  dissipated  and 
their  armies  overwhelmed  through  mismanagement.  They 
were  like  the  idolater,  who  adores  his  god  after  a  victory,  but 
flogs  him  when  smarting  under  defeat. 

A  baleful  mischance  saved  Mr.  Davis  ham  the  late  of  a 
scapogoai  After  even  he  had  given  up  the  Confederacy^  as 
lost^  and  realised  that  he  was  no  longer  a  President,  hnta 
fiigitive  and  outlaw,  he  was  surprised  and  assailed,  whik 
making  his  way  through  Greoigia  to  the  Florida  coast  vriih 
iiiUiit  to  escape  from  tlie  country,  by  two  regiments  of  Union 
cavahy,  nnd  captured.  T  am  conli(K*iit  that  this  would  not 
have  occuiied  had  Mi.  Lincoln  surviveil,--et.'rtuiiily  not,  if 
our  shrewd  and  kiiid-lieurted  President  could  liave  preventtd 
it.  But  his  murder  had  temporarily  maddened  tlie  nuUious 
who  loved  and  trusted  him ;  and  his  successor,  sharing  and 
jtiflAmmg  the  popular  frenzy,  had  put  forth  a  Proclamatioa 
charging  Davis,  among  others,  with  conspiracy  to  procoxe 
that  murder,  and  offisring  large  rewards  for  their  arrest  as 
traitors  and  assassins.  Captured  in  fall  view  of  that  Froda^ 
mation,  he  might  have  heen  forthwith  tried  hy  a  drum-bead 
Court>Martial, "  organized  to  convict,"  found  guilty,  senteuoed, 
and  put  to  death. 

Tliis,  however,  wu.s  not  done ;  but  he  was  escorted  to  Sa- 
ViUiiiaii,  thence  shipped  to  i  ortress  Moiiioe,  and  there  closul)' 
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imprisoned,  with  aggruvations  of  liarsli  and  (it  sef^ms)  need- 
less iudi;ii)itv.  An  indictment  for  trL'a.soii  was  found  a^juinst 
him;  but  lie  leniiiiiied  a  military  prisoner  in  close  jail  for 
nearly  two  years,  before  even  a  pretence  was  made  of  arral^- 
ing  liiju  fur  trial. 

Meantime,  public  sentiment  had  brconie  more  rational  and 
discriiitinuliug.  Davis  was  sliil  intensely  and  widely  <le- 
tested  aa  the  visible  enduxlimcnt,  the  r<><ipoiisiblw  lu  ad,  of  the 
ru'hclliijn;  but  no  one  iKtw  seriously  uii^cd  th«at  he  be  tried 
by  Court-Martial  and  shot  olt-liand  ;  nor  was  it  eertain  that 
a  respectable  Ixxiy  of  oihc'ers  eonld  l)c  found  to  subserve  such 
an  end-  To  aend  him  before  a  civil  tribunal,  and  allow  him 
a  fair  trial,  was  morally  certain  to  result  in  a  del'eat  of  the 
pn>8eeution,  through  disaj^reenient  of  tlie  jury,  or  otherwiiic ; 
for  no  opponent  of  the  liepublicau  party,  whether  North  or 
South,  would  iigree  to  find  him  guilty.  And  there  Wiid  grave 
doubt  whether  he  could  be  legally  (onvict»'d,  now  that  the 
charge  of  inciting  Wilkes  Bootii's  crime  had  been  tacitly 
abandoned.  Mr.  Webster  •  had  only  given  clearer  expression 
to  the  geneml  Anierit  an  doctrine,  that,  aft-or  a  revolt  has  levied 
a  regular  army,  and  fought  therewith  a  pitched  battle,  its 
cbanij lions,  e-ven  though  utterly  dcfeat<;d,  eannot  be  tried  and 
convicted  as  tmitors.  This  maybe  an  extreme  statement; 
but  surely  a  rebellinn  which  has  for  years  maintained  great 
armies,  levied  taxes  and  conscriptions,  negotiated  loans,  fought 
scores  of  sani^uinary  battles  with  alternate  successes  and 
reverses,  and  exchanged  tens  of  thousands  uf  prisoners  of  war, 
can  hardly  fail  to  have  achieved  thereby  the  position  and  the 
ri;,'hts  of  a  lawful  belli«ier(mt.  Just  suppose  the  case  (nowise 
improlmble)  of  two  Cuniniissioners  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, -  like  Mulford  and  Ould,  for  example,  —  who  had  for 
years  been  meeting,'  to  settle  formalities,  and  exchange  boat- 
loads of  prisoners  of  war,  until  at  length  —  the  power  repre- 
sented by  one  of  them  having  been  utterly  vanquished  and 
broken  down — that  one  is  arrested  by  the  victors  as  a  traitor, 
and  tUe  other  directed  to  prosecute  him  to  conviction  and 

*  In  his  first  Bunker  Ilill  Onuion. 
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ixmrngn  him  to  execution^ — how  woold  the  eaie  be  i^gaided 
hf  impartial  obsenren  in  this  kter  half  of  the  Ninetee&ih 
Gentaiy  ?  iknd  suppose  this  trial  to  take  plaoe  two  yeaia 
after  the  diaoomfiture  and  hveak-down  aforesaid, — what  then  t 

Mr.  Andrew  Johnaon  had  seen  fit  to  change  his  views  and 
his  friends  since  his  tinexpected  accession  to  the  Presidency, 
and  had,  fruiu  au  iiiteiiiperato  deiioiiiicer  ot"  the  beaten  liebek 
OS  deserving  severe  punisliment,  become  their  protector  smd 
patron.  Jefferson  Davis,  in  Foi  tress  M.mnK',  iiiuler  liis  pr()c- 
laiiiation  aforesaid,  was  an  w^y  elephant  on  Johiisoii's  hamU; 
and  thousands  were  anxious  that  he  should  nTuain  tliere. 
Their  view  of  the  matter  did  not  impress  me  as  8Uitesma&- 
like,  nor  even  sagacious. 

The  Federal  Constitution  expreealjr  providee*  that^ 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right 
to  a  speedy  aud  public  trial,  by  an  uxi|Murtial  juiy  of  the  State  mm! 
district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,"  &a 

In  times  of  war  and  grave  public  peril,  Constitutions  cannot 
always  be  atrictly  heeded ;  but  what  national  interest  required 
that  this  provision  should  be  peisiatently,  ostentattondy  defied  ? 

An  Irishman,  swearing  the  peace  against  his  three  sous  fiir 
pertinaciously  assaulting  and  abusing  him,  made  this  proper 
reservation:  "And  your  deponent  would  ask  your  honor  to 
deid  tenderly  with  his  youngest  son,  Larry,  who  never  struck 
hira  when  he  was  down."  I  conie^is  to  some  leUow-feeling 
with  Larry. 


Mr.  George  Shea,  the  attorney  of  record  for  the  defence  in 
the  case  of  The  United  States  vcrs^iis  Jefferson  Davis,  indicted 
for  treason,  is  the  son  of  an  old  friend,  and  I  have  known  and 
liked  him  from  infancy.  After  it  had  become  evident  that 
hifl  client  had  no  immediate  proepect  of  tnal,  if  any  prospect 
at  all,  ]^£r.  Shea  became  anxious  that  aaid  client  be  liberated 
on  bail  Consulting  me  as  to  the  feasibility  of  procuring 
some  names  to  he  proffered  as  h<mdsmen  of  persona  who  had 

•  AaflodMBt^  Art.  VI. 
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QonspicQcrasly  oppoeed  the  Rebellioii  and  all  lihe  gnm  ernini 

which  incited  it,  I  sut^g*  sted  two  eminent  Unioniflte,  who,  I 
presumed,  would  clieei  rully  consent  to  stan<l  as  security  that 
the  accused  would  not  run  away  to  avoid  the  trial  lie  had 
lonff  but  unsuccessfully  invoked.  1  added,  after  rellection, 
"If  //^v  name  should  be  found  neceswry,  tou  mav  use  that." 
He  thanked  me,  and  said  he  should  prott'er  it  only  in  case  the 
oUiers  abundantly  at  his  command  would  not  answer  without 
it  Months  pissed  before  1  was  api'vi  i  d,  l»y  ii  telegram  front 
Washington,  that  my  name  was  needed ;  when  I  went  down 
and  proH'eied  it  And  when,  at  length,  the  prisoner  was 
Inooght  before  the  United  States  District  Qwsi  at  Biehnumd,* 
I  was  there,  by  invitation,  and  signed  the  bond  in  dae  fonn. 

I  suppose  this  woold  haye  excited  some  hnbbnb  at  an j 
fate ;  bat  the  actual  tumult  was  gravely  aggravated  by  groes 
misstatements.  It  was  widely  asserted  that  the  object  of 
giving  bail  >vas  to  screen  the  accused  from  trial,  —  in  other 
words,  to  enable  Imn  to  run  away,  —  when  nothing  like  this 
wuis  ever  imagined  by  those  concern<Hl.  The  prisoner,  through 
hi^  counsel,  had  assiduously  sought  a  trial,  while  the  })ros- 
ecuLion  was  not  ready,  Itecause  (as  Judge  Underwood  was 
obliged  to  testily  before  a  Committee  of  Congress)  no  comnc- 
tion  was  possible,  except  bj  packing  a  jniy.  The  words  "  straw 
bail**  were  ti5(<1  in  this  connection;  when  one  of  the  sureties 
k  worth  several  millions  of  doUais,  and  the  poorest  of  them 
is  abundantly  good  for  the  sum  $5»000,  in  which  he  is 
•held  and  firmly  boond"  to  produce  the  body  of  Jeflfeiaon 
Davis  whenever  the  plaintiff  shall  be  ready  to  try  him.  If 
he  only  vhuM  run  away,  I  know  that  very  many  people  would 
be  much  obliged  to  him ;  bat  he  won*t. 

It  was  tele<ntiphed  all  over  the  Xorth  that  I  had  a  very 
affectionate  meetint^f  and  greeting  'with  the  prisoner  wlien  he 
had  heen  hailed  ;  when  in  fact  I  had  n^  ver  before  SiXjken  nor 
written  lo  him  any  message  whatever,  and  di<l  not  know  liim, 
even  by  si^'ht,  when  he  entered  the  court-room.  After  the 
bond  was  signed,  one  of  his  counsel  aaked  me  if  X  had  any 
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objectioii  to  being  intvoduoed  to  Mr.  Dsvis,  and  I  replied  that 
I  liad  hoob;  wbevBopoii  W9  ime  intvoduoed,  and  foaa^ 
greeted  each  oUier.  I  made,  at  tiw  leqiiest  of  a  fiiead,  a 
brief  call  on  hie  wife  that  evening,  as  they  irare  leayii^  for 
Canada ;  and  there  om  inteioontee  ended,  pvobabl  j  f oieveL 

When  the  impeachment  of  President  Johnson  was  fnSf 
resolved  on,  and  there  was  for  some  weeks  a  fair  prospect 
that  Mr.  Wade  would  soon  be  PresiJciit,  with  a  Cabinet  of 
like  iJailit  iil  liiilli,  1  sugs^estetl  t«>  soiue  of  the  prospective  Pres- 
ifh'ut'is  uext  friends  that  I  liad  Jetlei-son  Davis  still  dii  my 
liiiods,  and  that,  if  he  were  considered  a  handy  thing  tu  h^ve 
in  the  house,  I  might  turn  him  over  to  the  new  Administra- 
tion for  thai  at  an  hour's  notice.  The  suggestion  evoked  no 
enthnaiaam,  and  I  was  not  enoouzaged  to  press  it 


I  tmst  no  one  vQl  imagine  that  I  have  made  this  stats* 
ment  with  any  purpose  of  self-yindicatioiL   To  aU  who  hove 
eivilly  accosted  me  on  the  snbject^  I  trust  I  have  given 
if  not  satisfisu^tory,  answeis ;  while  most  of  those  who  hsvB 

seen  fit  to  assail  me  respecting  it,  I  have  chosen  to  treat  with 
silent  scorn.  I  believe  no  one  has  yet  succeeded  in  inventing 
an  unworthy  motive  for  luy  act  that  could  inijxise  on  the 
credulitv  of  a  child,  or  even  oi'  my  hitten^st  enemy.  I  wa^ 
quite  aware  that  what  T  did  would  he  so  represented  as  to 
dienate  for  a  season  some  valued  friends,  and  set  apiinst  ine 
the  great  mass  of  those  who  know  little  and  think  less ;  thou- 
sands even  of  those  who  rejoiced  over  Davis's  release,  neve^ 
theless  joining,  full-voiced,  in  the  howl  a  1:^1  in  st  me.  I  knew 
that  I  should  ontlive  the  hnnt>  and  could  afford  to  smile  at 
the  pack,  even  when  its  ay  was  hnidest  So  I  went  qdet^ 
on  my  way;  and  in  due  time  the  storm  gave  phu^e  to  a  caha 
And  now,  if  there  is  a  man  on  earth  who  wishes  Jefletacn 
Davis  were  back  in  his  cell,  awaiting,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
his  detention,  the  trial  denied  him  in  the  three  preceding,  he 
is  at  liberty  to  denounce  mo  for  my  coui-se,  in  the  assurance 
that  he  can  by  no  means  awake  a  regret  or  provoke  a  reply. 

*  * 
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ALMOST  every  one  who  can  write  at  all  is  apt,  in  the 
couise  of  his  life,  to  write  aomething  which  he  fitndes 
otheis  may  lead  with  pleasme  or  with  profit  For  my  own 
part^  beyond  a  few  boyish  letters  to  xelatives  and  intimate 
fijends,  I  began  my  efforts  at  composition  as  an  apprentice  in 
a  newspaper  office,  by  condensing  the  ne\vs,  more  especially 
the  foreign,  which  I  was  directed  to  pat  into  type  firmn  the 
city  journals  received  at  our  office ;  endeavoring  to  give  in 
fewer  words  the  gist  of  tlu*  information,  in  so  far,  at  least,  as 
it  would  be  likely  to  interest  oui-  rural  readers.  Our  Editor, 
dnrinpf  the  latter  part  of  uiy  stay  in  Ponltney,  was  a  Baptist 
clergjTnan,  a\  liose  pastoral  chaige  was  at  some  distance,  and 
who  was  therefore  absent  from  us  much  of  his  time,  and 
allowed  mc  a  wide  discretion  in  preparing  matter  for  the 
paper.  This  I  improved,  not  only  in  the  selection,  but  in 
the  condensation,  of  news.  The  mdimentaiy  knowledge  of 
&e  art  of  composition  thus  acquired  was  gradually  improved 
during  my  brief  experience  as  a  journeyman  in  various  news- 
paper estabUshmentsr,  and  afterward  as  a  printer  of  sundiy 
experimental  journals  in  this  city  ;  so  that  I  b^n  my  dis- 
tinctive, avowed  editorial  career  in  The  New-Yorker  witli  a 
considerable  experience  as  a  writer  of  articles  and  paKM^raphs. 
1  had  oven  written  verses,  —  never  lluently  nor  happily,  —  but 
tolerably  well  mea<»ured,  and  faintly  evincing  an  admiration 
of  B^Ton,  Mr^.  llenians,  and  other  popular  writen,  - — ^an 
admiration  which  I  never  mistook  for  inspiration  or  genius. 
While  true  poets  are  few,  those  who  imagine  tiiemselves 
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capable  of  becoming  such  arc  mtmj ;  bnt  I  never  advanced 
even  to  tliis  grade.  I  knew  that  my  power  of  expression  in 
vene  was  defectiye,  as  though  I  had  an  impediment  in  mj 
speech,  or  spoke  with  mj  mouth  full  of  pebbles ;  and  I  veij 
soon  renoiinoed  the  fatten  of  verse,  content  to  utter  mf 
thoughts  thenceforth  in  uninistalaibie  pioea  It  is  a  oomfiKt 
to  know  that  not  many  survive  who  remember  having  read 
any  of  the  (Saw  rhymed  effusions  of  my  incautious  youth. 


I  had  been  nearly  twenty  years  a  constant  ^^Tite^  for  the 
newspaper  press  ere  I  ventured  (in  1850)  to  juit  fuitli  a 
volume.  This  was  entitled  "Hints  toward  lieforms,"  and 
consisted  niaiidy  of  Lectun»s  and  Addresses  pi'epiired  lor 
delivery  l>efo]-e  villa^^e  lycetuus  and  otlier  literary  associations 
from  time  to  time  throughout  the  preceding  six  or  eight 
yeais.  Most  of  them  regarded  Social  questions;  but  tlieir 
range  was  very  wide,  including  Political  Economy,  the 
to  Labor,  Land  for  the  Landless,  Protection  to  Home  In> 
dnstry.  Popular  Education,  Capital  Punishment^  Abetinenos 
from  Alooboiio  potations,  4bc^  ftc  My  volume  iras  sa 
oidinaiy  duodecimo  of  425  page8»  compactly  filled  with  the 
best  thoughts  I  had  to  offer;  all  designed  to  strengthen  and 
diffuse  sympathy  with  misfortune  and  sufibring,  and  to  pRK 
mote  tlie  substantial,  permanent  well-being  of  mankind 
When  I  had  fully  ])re pared  it,  I  sent  the  copy  to  the  Harpers; 
and  they  a^rreed  to  pubhsh  it  fairly,  on  condition  that  I  piiiJ 
tlie  eo^st  of  stereotyping  (about  S  400),  when  they  would  give 
me  (as  T  recollect)  ten  cents  ]>er  copy  on  all  they  sold.  I 
cheerfully  accepted  the  t^ims,  and  the  work  was  published 
accordingly.  I  believe  the  sales  nearly  reimburaed  my  out- 
lay for  stmotyping ;  so  that  I  attained  &e  dignity  of  author- 
ship at  a  veiy  moderate  cost  Green  authors  are  apt  to 
suffer  from  disappointment  and  chagrin  at  the  fiukue  of  their 
works  to  achieve  them  £une  and  fortuna  I  was  foudy  tiesiied 
by  the  press  and  the  puUiCy  and  had  no  moro  desire  tbtt 
reason  to  complain. 
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I  liAve  giveii  tiiese  unflattering  leminiBoenoes  so  Mfy, 
cftnae  I  voqH  bd  Ufieful  to  joong  aspiiantB  to  an.thoisliip« 
max  at  the  eost  of  lonng  their  good-wilL  I  bave  been  soli^ 
cited  bj  many —  0,  so  many! — of  tiiem  to  find  pnblisheia 
for  the  poems  or  the  novel  of  each,  in  tiie  sanguine  expecta- 
tion that  a  publisher  was  the  only  requisite  to  his  uchieve- 
riiciit  of  fortune  and  renown;  when,  in  lact,  each  had  great 
need  of  a  public,  none  (as  yet)  of  a  publisher.  Vou  are  sure, 
O  gusliiiig  youth  !  that  yuur  p(jeiiis  are  such  a.s  no  other 
youth  ever  wrote,  —  such  ivs  Pindar,  or  Daute,  or  Milt-on 
would  read  with  deliglit,  —  and  1  ac».|uiesce  in  your  judgments 
But  the  great  mass  of  xeadecs  h&ve  not  the  vision  and  the 
fiundty  divine " ;  they  are  prgsaic,  plodding,  heavy-witted 
persons,  who  read  and  admire  what  they  are  told  others  have 
read  and  admired  before  them, — if  the  discoveiy  of  new 
HomeiB  and  Shakespeares  were  to  rest  with  them,  none  woidd 
henoefortJi  be  dtstingiiished  torn  the  oommon  herd  Y<m, 
we  wiU  agree,  are  such  a  genius  as  Heaven  vouchsafes  ns  once 
in  two  or  three  centuries ;  but  can  you  dream  that  such  are 
discerned  and  appreciated  by  the  great  mass  of  their  cotem- 
pjmries  ?  How  much,  tliink  you,  did  Homer,  or  Daute,  or 
Milton  receive  from  tlie  sale  of  his  works  to  the  general  pub- 
lic ?  Nay :  how  much  did  Shakespeare's  jxtetry,  r/s  poetry,  con- 
tribute to  his  sustenance  ?  Nay,  more  :  do  f/ou,  having'  ac- 
quired tlie  greenback-co,'=;t  of  adding  a  volume  to  your  lil)rary, 
buy  the  span-new  verses  of  Stiggins  Dobbs  or  C.  Pugsley 
Jagger  ?  ¥oa  know  that  you  do  not,  —  that  you  buy  Shelley, 
or  Beranger,  or  Temiyson,  instead  Then  how  can  you  expect 
the  gr^it  mass  of  us«  who  iiave  not  the  ftintest  daim  to  geniui 
or  special  discernment,  to  recognize  yaw  untrumpeted  merit 
and  buy  your  vobtme  ?  You  ought  to  know  that  we  shall 
follow  your  example,  and  buy — if  we  ever  buy  poems  at  all 

those  of  some  one  whose  &me  has  already  reached  even 
oor  dull  ears  and  fixed  our  heedless  attention.  Hence  it  is 
OaA  BO  judicious  publisher  will  buy  your  manus<;ri})t,  nor 
print  it,  even  if  you  were  to  make  him  a  present  of  it.  Ho 
(mii  ationl  it.    And  your  talk  of  the  stupidity,  the  incom* 
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yetmcj,  the  lapacitT;  or  the  ornelly  of  pciblisheiB  is  irMf 
aside  from  the  case.  Not  one  fiist  voik  in  a  hundred  em 
pays  the  coet  of  its  publication.  Tnie»  youis  i9kiy  be  the  laie 
exception ;  bat  the  publisher  is  haidlj  to  blame  that  he  does 

not  see  it   ' 

A  year  or  tvo  later,  on  my  return  from  my  first  visit  to 
£uro|)e,  I  was  surprised  by  an  offer  to  publish  in  a  Ydume 

the  letters  I  had  written  thence  to  The  Tribune,  and  pay  me 
copyiiglit  thereon.  I  knew,  riglit  well,  that  they  did  not  de- 
serve such  distinction,  —  that  they  were  flimsy  and 
ficial.  —  thing's  of  a  day;  to  l»e  read  in  the  morniiiLt  and  tor- 
gotten  at  night.  But  it  seems  that  some  who  liad  rtAid  tliem 
in  The  Tribune  wished  to  have  them  in  a  more  comi>act,  port- 
able shape;  while  it  was  highly  improbable  tl-  u  airy  others 
would  1)6  tempts  to  buy  them :  so  I  consented,  and  i^vised 
them ;  and  they  duly  appeared  as  "  Glances  at  Europe"  in 
1851-52.  I  recollect  my  share  of  the  proceeds  wm  about 
$500 ;  for  which  I  had  taken  no  pecupiaiy  risk,  and  done 
yeiy  littie  labor.  Had  the  work  been  profounder,  and  mote 
deserving,  I  presume  it  would  not  have  sold  so  wdl, — at  sU 
events,  not  so  speedily. 

Years  passed ;  I  made  my  long-meditated  overland  journey 
to  Cahfornia  ;  and  the  letters  I  A\Tote  during  that  trip,  printed 
from  week  to  week  in  The  Tribune,  were  collected  <  iii  niy  re- 
turn, nnd  printed  in  a  volume  nearly  equal  in  size  to  eitlier 
of  my  lormer.  A?  a  pliotoirraph  of  scenes  that  were  tlien 
paissing  away,  of  a  region  on  the  point  of  rapid  and  striking 
transformation,  I  judge  that  this  "Overland  Journey  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1B59  "  mwy  he  deemed  worth  looking  into  by  a  dozen 
persons  per  annum  for  the  next  twenty  years.  Its  publishes 
failed,  however,  very  soon  after  its  appearsnce ;  so  that  my 
returns  fiom  it  for  copyright  were  inconsiderable. 


And  now  came  the  Presiibnitial  contest  of  18G0,  closely 
followed  by  Secession  and  Civil  War«  whereof  I  had  no 
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thougiit  of  (iver  1)C(  ominL^'  tlie  historiaiL  In  fact,  not  till  that 
War  was  placA-d  on  its  true  Inisis  of  a  stniecfl^  for  liberation, 
and  not  conquest,  by  President  Lincoln's  successive  Procla- 
mations of  Freedom,  would  I  have  consented  to  write  its  hifl- 
toiy.  Not  till  I  had  confronted  the  Rebellion  as  a  positive^ 
desolating  f  * -e,  right  here  in  New  York^  at  the  doors  of  ear- 
nest Bepublicans,  in  the  hunting  down  and  killing  of  defenoe- 
leas^  fleeing  Blacks,  in  the  buming  of  the  Colored  Orphan 
Asylum,  and  in  the  mobbing  and  firing  of  The  Tiibane  office^ 
eonld  I  have  been  moved  to  delineate  its  impulses,  aims,  pro- 
gress, and  impending  catastidphe. 

A  very  few  days  after  the  national  triumph  at  Gettysbni^, 
with  the  kindi-cd  and  almost  simultaneous  successes  of  Gen- 
eral Gmnt  in  the  capture  of  Vickslmm,  and  General  Ikinks 
in  that  of  Port  Hudson,  with  the  cuuse(|Ut*nt  suppression  of 
the  called)  "liints"  in  this  city,  I  was  viaited  by  two 
stnin^ui-s,  \vli.»  introduced  thcnmelves  as  Messrs.  Newton  and 
0.  D.  Ca5?o,  publishers,  from  Hartford,  and  solicited  me  to 
whte  the  History  of  the  Eebellion  I  hesitated ;  for  my 
labors  and  responsibilities  were  already  most  arduous  and 
exacting,  yet  could  not,  to  any  considerable  extent,  be  tiuns* 
fened  to  others.  The  compensation  offered  would  be  liberal, 
in  case  the  woxk  should  attain  a  very  kige  sale,  but  other- 
wise quite  moderate.  I  finally  decided  to  undertake  the  task, 
knowing  well  that  it  involved  severe,  protracted  effort  on  my 
part ;  and  I  commenced  upon  it  a  few  weeks  later,  after  col- 
lecting such  materials  as  were  then  accessible.  I  hired  for 
mv  vorksli(»]>  a  ruuiu  on  the  third  floor  of  the  new  Pilile 
Iluuoe,  nil  Kiiilit]i  f^treet  and  Third  and  Fuuith  Avenues,  pro- 
cun^d  the  requisite  furniture,  hired  a  secretary,  brought 
thiiher  my  materials,  and  set  to  work.  Hither  I  repaired, 
directly  after  breakfast  each  week-day  morning,  and  read  and 
comjiared  the  various  documents,  official  reports,  newspaper 
letters,  &c.,  &c.,  tliat  served  as  materials  for  a  chapter,  wliile 
my  secretaiy  visited  libraries  at  my  direction,  and  searched 
out  material  among  my  documents  and  elsewhere.  The  great 
pablic  libraries  of  New  York,  —  Society,  Historical,  Astor, 
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and  MercaatOo  —  all  duster  aiouxid  the  Bibia  Hooae ;  tba  tVQ 

last-named  being  within  a  bowshot.  I  occasionally  yubM, 
either  of  them,  in  personal  quest  of  material  otlierwise  inac- 
cessible. "When  I  had  tlie  siiiistance  of  my  next  chapter 
pretty  fairly  in  mind,  I  heLjan  t«)  compose  tliat  chapter  ;  liav- 
iuLT  oi'tcn  seveiul  autliorities  conveniently  disposed  around 
me,  with  that  on  which  I  princii>ally  relied  lying  ojx-n  before 
me.  I  oftener  wrote  out  my  liiHt  diuft,  merely  indicaimg 
extiacta  where  such  weie  to  be  quoted  oi*  some  length.;  leav- 
ing theae  to  be  inserted  by  my  aecretaiy  when  he  came  to 
teaaorihe  my  text;  but  I  aometimea  dictated  to  my  aecie* 
tazy,  who  took  ahort-baiid  notes  of  what  I  said,  and  wrote 
them  oat  at  his  kisuia  My  fiist  chapter  was  thus  compofled 
at  one  sitting,  after  some  days  had  been  given  to  the  anange- 
ment  of  materials ;  but,  usoaJly,  two  day%  or  even  thiee^ 
wert^  Ljiven  to  the  composition  of  each  of  the  longer  chapters, 
aft  er  I  had  pre]>ared  and  digested  its  material.  Our  rule  was 
to  lock  the  door  oil  resuniin_Lr  cnmposition,  and  decline  all 
aoheital  i(ms  to  ojien  it  till  the  d;iy's  allotte<l  task  had  been 
finished  ;  and  this  was  ea^y  while  niy  "  den  "  was  known  to 
yery  few ;  but  that  knowledge  was  gradually  diffused ;  and  more 
and  more  persons  found  excuses  for  dropping  in  ;  until  I  waa 
at  length  subject  to  daily,  and  even  more  frequent,  though  sel- 
dom to  protracted^  interruptions.  I  think,  howe^  that  if  I 
ilhould  ever  again  undertake  such  a  labor,  I  would  allow  the 
location  of  my  "den  "  to  be  known  to  but  one  penon  at  Tha 
Tribune  office,  who  should  be  privileged  to  knock  at  its  door 
in  caaes  of  extreme  urgency,  and  I  would  have  that  door  opea 
to  no  one  beside  but  my  aeeretacy  and  myself.  Even  my 
proof-sheets  should  await  me  at  The  Tribune  office,  whither  I 
always  repaired,  to  commence  a  day's  work  as  Editor,  after 
finishiu<;  one  as  A\ithor  at  the  "  den." 

A  chapter  ha\  ini:  heen  fairly  written  out  or  transcribed  by 
my  secretary,  wlale  I  was  "reading  up"  for  another,  T  care- 
fully revised  and  sent  it  t/>  the  stereoty]>cr,  who  .sent  me  his 
second  and  third  proofs,  N\hi<'h  were  successively  corrected 
before  the  pages  were  ready  to  be  oast   Sometune^^  the  did- 
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covery  of  new  material  eomf>ellefI  the  re^asion  and  recast  of 
a  chapter  whii  h  had  been  inusaed  aa  eomplete.  And,  though 
the  material  was  very  copious,  —  more  so,  I  presume,  tluui 
that  from  which  the  hist  orv  of  any  former  war  was  written, — 
it  was  still  exceedingly  imperfect  antl  contradictory.  For  in- 
stance :  when  I  came  to  the  ])i<meer  Secession  of  South  Caro- 
lina, L  WLshed  to  study  ifc  in  the  proceedini^s  and  dcl)ates  of 
her  Legislature  and  Convention  as  rej>'Mffd  in  at  least  one  of 
her  own  j  on  mala  ;  and  of  these  I  found  but  a  single  file  pre- 
served in  our  city  (at  the  Society  Library),  though  four  years 
had  not  yet  expired  since  that  Secession  ocenrred.  A  year 
later,  I  probably  could  nol  have  iouiid  one  at  all.  Of  the  score 
or  so  of  speeches  made  by  Jefferson  Davis,  often  irom  c-<ir% 
while  on  liis  way  from  Mif'^'issippi  to  assume  at  Muntyomery 
the  Pre??idency  of  the  ( 'onfi'deracy,  I  found  but  two  con- 
densed i-epoits ;  and  one  oi  these,  I  apprehend,  was  a{>oCTT- 
phal  In  many  cases,  I  found  olUcers  reported  killed  in  l>at- 
Uea  whom  I  afterward  lV»und  lii,ditin;^'  in  snbHe«[uent  battles; 
whence  T  conclude  that  i, In  v  h;id  not  l)een  killed  so  dead  as 
they  mi^iit  have  been,  iSume  ot  the  ermi-s  into  which  T  wan 
thus  led  by  my  authorities  were  not  corrected  till  alter  my 
work  was  printed;  when  the  c^entlemen  thns  eonclusivelj 
disposed  of  began  to  write  me,  iusistine  that,  IIidu^Ii  des])ep- 
ately  wounded  at  the  battle  in  question,  they  Iiad  decided  not 
to  c^ive  up  the  ghost,  and  so  still  remained  in  tlie  land  nl  (»m- 
IhkI  it'll  rat  her  than  tliat  of  disembodied  souls.  Tlieir  testimony 
was  so  direct  and  pointed  that  T  wm  constrained  to  believe  it, 
and  to  correct  page  after  pa?^<'  accftrdin^^ly.  I  ])resume  a  few, 
even  yet,  remain  consigned  to  the  shades  in  my  Ijook,  who 
nevertheless,  to  this  day,  consume  mtions  of  l)eef  and  ]>ot1c 
with  most,  unspiritual  regularity  and  self-satisfaction.  Them 
doubtless  ri'inain  some  other  en"urs,  thou;j:li  I  liave  coiTect^d 
many ;  and,  as  I  have  stated  many  more  particulars  than  my 
rivals  in  the  same  field  have  usnally  done,  it  is  probable  that 
my  work  orii,nnally  embodied  more  errors  of  fact  or  incident 
than  ulmuat  any  other. 

Yet  "  Tlie  American  Conflict "  will  be  consulted,  at  least  by 
historians,  and  1  shall  be  judged  by  it,  after  most  of  us  uov 
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Ihring  shall  have  mingled  with  the  dust  An  emment  an- 
tagonist of  my  political  views  has  pionounced  it  "  the  fairest 
one-sided  book  ever  written  "  ;  but  it  is  more  than  that.  It 
ijs  one  of  the  clearest  statenn^its  yet  made  of  the  hmtr  train 
of  causes  which  led  irrcsistilily  to  the  war  for  tlie  rnian, 
showing  why  that  war  was  the  natural  and  riglitetjus  cmse- 
quence  of  the  American  people's  geneml  and  guilty  compli- 
ci^  in  the  crime  of  upholding  and  diffusing  Human  Shurery. 
I  proffer  it  .as  my  contribution  towaid  a  fuller  and  moie  vivid 
reaiusation  of  the  truth  that  God  goveniB  this  world  by  moral 
lawB  aa  active,  immntable,  and  all-pervading  as  can  be  openk 
tive  in  any  other,  and  that  every  coUusion  or  compronuBe 
with  evil  must  smely  invoke  a  prompt  and  signal  lelaiba- 
tion. 


Tlie  sale  of  niy  history  wlis  very  large  and  steady  down  to 
the  (late  of  the  clamor  niised  touching  the  bailing  of  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  wlieii  it  aliuuat  mised  for  a  season;  thousnnds  who 
had  subscrihed  for  it  refusiii.i,^  to  take  their  copies,  to  the  t»om 
disappointment  and  loss  of  tlie  agents,  wlio  had  supplied  them- 
selves with  fifty  to  a  hundred  copies  each,  in  accordance  with 
their  orders  ^  and  who  thus  found  themselv^  suddenly, 
and  most  unexpectedly  involved  in  serious  embarmssments. 
I  grieved  that  they  were  thus  afflicted  for  wbat^  at  the 
worst,  was  no  fonlt  of  theirs ;  while  their  loss  by  eteiy  copy 
thns  refused  was  twenty  times  my  own.  I  trusty  however, 
tiiat  their  undeserved  embanassments  were,  for  the  most 
pait^  temporar}',  — that  a  juster  sense  of  what  was  due  to 
them  ultimately  prevaileil,  —  that  all  of  them  who  did  not 
mistake  the  character  of  a  fitful  Liust  of  popular  passion,  and 
thereupon  sacrilice  their  hard  eaniini,^^,  e  since  l>een  re- 
lieved from  their  embarras.sments  ,  and  that  the  injuiy  and 
iiijiistit  e  they  suffered  without  des(rviiiL,r  liave  long  since  been 
fully  n>].;ui*ed.  At  all  events  f  hepublie  lias  learned  that  I  act 
upon  my  convictions  without  fear  of  personal  consequences ; 
hence,  any  future  paroxysm  of  popular  rage  against  me  is 
likely  to  be  less  violent,  in  view  of  the  £BM^t  tibat  this  one 
piQFved  so  plainly  ineflfectuaL 
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*  T  DO  not  wear  my  lieart  upon  my  sleeve,"  and  shrink 
JL  frcjm  the  ol>triision  of  matters  purely  personal  upon  an 
indifierent  ptil)lie..  I  have  aimed,  in  the  serie.s  lierewith 
closed,  to  narrate  inaiuly  s\ieh  faeU^  and  iucideiits  as  seemed 
likely  tu  be  of  use,  eitht  r  in  stren^hening  the  young  and 
portionless  for  the  battle  of  life,  or  iu  commending  to  their 
accept  a  nee  convictions  which  I  deem  sound  and  important. 
My  liie  has  been  one  of  arduous,  rarely  intermitted,  labor, — 
of  efforts  to  acliieve  other  tlian  personal  ends, — of  efforts 
which  have  absorbed  most  of  the  time  which  others  freely 
devote  to  social  intercourse  and  to  fireside  enjoyments.  Of 
those  I  knew  and  loved  in  youth,  a  majority  have  already 
crossed  the  dark  river,  and  I  will  not  impose  even  their  names 
on  an  unsympathizing  world.  Among  them  is  my  fellow- 
apprentice  and  life-long  friend,  who,  after  long  illness,  died  in 
this  city  in  1861 ;  my  first  partner,  already  named,  who  was 
drowned  "while  bathing  in  1832 ;  and  a  young  poet  of  promise 
who  was  slowly  yielding  to  consnmption  when  the  tidings  of 
OUT  Ball  Bon  disaster  snapped  short  his  thread  of  life, — as 
it  woidd  havo  snapped  nune  bad  it  been  half  so  finul  as  bis. 
The  foces  of  many  an^ong  the  departed  whom  I  have  known 
and  loved  oome  back  to  me  as  I  gaze  adown  the  vista  of  my 
half-eentmiy  of  active  life;  but  I  have  no  right  to  lift  the 
veil  which  sfarouds  and  shields  their  long  repose.  I  will 
name  bat  those  who  axe  a  part  of  myself,  and  whose  kss  to  « 
earth  has  profoundly  afifected  my  subsequent  career. 
Since  I  began  to  write  these  reminiscences,  my  mothei^s 
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laat  BUTviying  brother,  John  Woodbunif  luui  daoeased,  aged 
seventy-two^  leaviiig  the  old  Woodbnm  homestead^  I  undei^ 
stand,  to  aome  among  his  cbildien;  so  hss  mj  fathei^s  biothei; 
Isaac,  ag0d  ea^ty,  leading,  so  &r  as  I  Imow,  but  one  of  the 
nine  bmdieis  (John)  still  living.  My  &tfaer  himself  died  on  the 
18&  of  December  last,  ag(>d  ei<;hty-six.  He  had,  for  twebe 
yean  or  more,  been  a  mere  wreek,  first  in  body  only;  bot  his 
infirmities  ultimately  affected  his  mind ;  so  tliat,  when  I  last 
visited  him,  a  year  Ixjfore  his  detith,  he  did  not  recognize  me 
till  after  he  had  aat  by  iny  side  fur  a  full  hall-}i<tnr  ;  ar^d  he 
had  l>efore  aske<l  my  oldi  -^t  sist^^r,  "  Did  ymi  ever  kuow  Henry 
Greeley  — alhidiug  to  one  of  her  Bons,  then  several  years 
dead.  He  had  liifid  flashes  of  mental  recovery;  but  he  had 
been  so  long  a  helpless  victim  of  hopeless  bodily  and  menial 
decay  that  I  did  not  grievQwliea  I  learned  that  his  spirit  had 
at  Inigth  shaken  off  the  encumbrance  of  its  mortal  coil,  which 
bad  oeaaed  to  be  an  instrument^  and  remained  pordy  sa 
obstniction.  Of  bis  protmcted  life^  forty-two  yean  bad  baoi 
spent  in  or  on  the  veiga  of  New  Epglandj  and  forty4bqr 
in  his  dalibontely  chosen,  steadily  xetained,  Fenneylvanian 
home. 

My  son,  Arthur  Young  Pickie  "),  boni  in  ]\Iarch,  1844^ 
was  the  third  of  seven  eliildren,  wheruof  a  son  and  daughter, 
severally  bom  in  1S.'3S  and  in  1B42,  scarcely  opened  their 
eyes  to  a  world  which  they  entered  but  to  leave.  Ph^'sically, 
they  were  remarkable  for  their  striking  resemblance  in  hair 
and  features  to  their  father  and  mother  respectively. 

Arthur  had  points  of  similarity  to  each  of  us,  but  with 
elded  superiority,  as  a  whole,  to  either.   I  looked  in  TBim 
through  Italian  i^eriei^  two  yeais  after  be  was  tsken  from 
us^  for  any  foil  parallel  to  bis  dazding  beaniy, — a  besnly 
not  physical  merely^  but  visibly  nuliating  from  the  souL 
bair  was  of  the  finest  and  richest  gold ;  "the  sunshine  of  pie*  * 
tnrs"  never  gLorified  ite  equal ;  and  the  delicacy  of  his  com* 
plexion  at  once  fixed  the  attention  uf  observers  like  the  late 
K.  1*.  Willis,  who  had  tm versed  both  hemispheivs  w  ithout 
having  his  gase  anested  by  any  child  who  could  bear  a  com- 
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parison  with  this  one.  Yet  ho  was  not  one  of  those  paragona 
sometimes  met  witli^  wkoflo  idlest  chatter  would  edify  a  Sun- 
day achoo^-*  who  never  do  or  say  aught  that  pfcopriety  would 
mot  sanction  and  piety  delight  in,  —  but  thoroughly  human, 
and  endued  with  a  love  of  play  and  miachief  which  kept  him 
Inisy  and  happy  the  liyeloii^  dagr»  while  lenderiiig  hiia  the 
ddigbtaodadniintion  of  allaxtnuudhim.  The  arch  delicacy 
wliefewith  be  inquinngly  suggested^  when  onoe  UM  a  atoiy 
tiiafc  oveiCazed  his  credulity,  "  I  'pose  that  aint  a  lie  ?"  was 
characteristic  of  Ms  nafcure.  Once,  when  about  tliree  years 
©Id,  bavin;4  cliaiiced  to  espy  my  watch  lyiii,L;  on  a  soili  :is  I 
was  dressiu^  one  Sunday  morning,  with  no  thinl  pei>;(tii  j^res- 
ent^  he  made  a  siuhl  ii  spring  of  st'\  t-ral  feet,  caught  th^ 
watch  by  the  clrain,  whirh^d  it  around  liis  head,  and  sent  it 
whizzing  a;^ainst  tlie  cliinuiey,  shattering  its  face  into  frag- 
ments. "  Pickie,"  I  inquired,  rather  sadly  than  angrily,  "  how 
eaiuld  you  do  me  such  injniy  ? "  **  'Cause  I  was  ner\'ous,"  he 
v^gietfolly  repHed.  Thm  weie  ladies  then  making  part  of 
OUT  household  whoee  nerves  were  a  source  of  general  as  well 
aa  personal  diseomfort;  and  thia  was  bis  attestation  of  the 

There  w«se  wiser  and  deeper  sayings  treasured  as  they  fell 
from  bis  lips ;  but  I  will  not  repeat  theuL  Several  yet  live 

who  remember  the  graceful  gayely  wherewith  he  charmed 
admiring  circlets  asseml>le(l  at  our  house,  and  at  two  or  three 
larger  gatherings  of  friemls  of  Sucial  Ih  form  in  this  city,  and 
at  the  X.  A.  Phalanx  in  Nuw  Jersey;  and  1  think  some  grave 
sei;4niors,  who  were  accustonn  d  to  help  ua  enjoy  our  Saturday 
afternoons  in  our  rural  suburban  residence  at  Turtle  Bay, 
were  drawn  thither  as  much  by  their  admixation  of  the  son 
as  by  their  regard  for  his  parents. 

Meantime,  another  daughter  was  given  to  us,  and,  after  six 
months,  withdrawn ;  and  still  another  bom,  who  yet  survives ; 
and  be  bad  nm  fiff  into  bis  sixth  year  without  one  serious 
iUaesa.  His  mother  had  devoted  herself  to  him  firom  his 
hnth,  even  beyond  her  intense  oonseomtion  to  the  care  of  her 
gtlmr  ofaildien ;  bad  never  allowed  him  to  paita&e  of  animal 
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food,  or  to  know  that  an  animal  -was  ever  IdDed  to  be  eatoii; 
liad  vatobed  and  tended  liim  with  abaorbing  lore,  till  the 
perils  of  infancy  seemed  fiiily  vanqniBbed ;  and  we  bad  lea- 

son  to  hope  that  tlie  light  of  our  eyes  would  be  spared  to 
gladden  uui'  iciiiaiinug  years. 

It  was  otherwise  decreed.  In  the  SiiTinncr  of  1 849,  the 
Asiatic  cholera  suddenly  reappeared  in  o\xx  city,  and  the 
frightened  authorities  onlei'ed  all  swine,  Sac,  driven  out  of 
town,  —  that  is,  ahove  Fortieth  Street, — whereas  our  home 
was  about  Forty-eighth  Street,  though  no  ptreeta  bad  y ft  beea 
cat  through  that  quarter.  At  <mce,  and  before  we  re;ilized  our 
danger,  the  atmospbeie  was  polluted  by  the  exhalations  of 
the  swinish  multitude  tbmst  upon  ns  from  the  densely  peo> 
pled  hives  soath  of  ns^  and  the  cholera  claimed  its  victans 
by  scores  before  we  were  generally  aware  of  its  presence. 

Our  darling  was  among  the  first ;  attacked  at  1  A.  K.  of 
the  12th  of  July,  when  no  medical  attendance  was  at  hand; 
and  our  own  prompt,  unremitted  efforts,  reenforced  at  length 
by  the  best  medical  skill  within  reach,  availed  nothing  to 
stay  the  fury  of  the  epidemic,  to  whicli  he  surcunil>c(l  nlxvit 
6  P.M.  of  that  day,  —  one  of  the  hotte<?t,  as  wdl  as  (piito  the 
lnTirT,><?t  X  liavc  ever  kno^vn.  He  was  entirely  sane  and  I'm- 
scious  till  near  tlie  last ;  insisting  that  he  felt  little  or  no 
pain  and  was  well,  savo  that  we  kept  hini  sweltering  uiidyr 
clothing  that  he  wanted  to  throw  off,  as  he  did  whenever  he 
was  permitted.  A\n)en  at  length  the  struggle  ended  with  hii 
last  breath,  and  even  his  mother  was  conTinced  that  his  ^yes 
would  never  again  open  on  the  scenes  of  this  worid,  I  faiew 
that  the  Summer  of  my  life  was  over,  that  the  chill  breadi 
of  its  Autumn  was  at  band,  and  that  my  future  course  must 
be  along  the  downhill  of  life. 


Yet  another  son  (Iliiphael  Uldand"^  was  bom  to  ns  two 
years  aiWrwanl ;  who,  thoiifjh  more  like  liis  father  and 
like  a  poet  than  Artixur,  was  as  deservinLr  of  parental 

love,  though  not  so  eminently  litted  to  evoke  and  conuoaod 
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general  admiiaium.  He  was  wiUi  me  In  France  and  Switser- 
land  in  the  Summer  of  1855  ;  spending;  with  his  mother  and 
aister,  the  pievioiia  Winter  in  JLondon  and  that  subseqnent  in 
Dresden;  xetoining  vith  them  in  May,  '56,  tofidla  viotim  to 
the  croup  the  «naniiig  Fefamaij.  I  was  absent  on  a  Idctonng 
tour  when  apprised  of  bis  dangerous  illness,  and  hastened 
liome  to  find  that  he  had  died  an  hour  before  my  amva], 
though  he  had  hoped  and  striven  to  await  my  letnm.  He 
had  fulfilled  his  sixth  year  aud  twelve  days  over  when  our 
borne  was  again  made  de.solate  by  Ids  dciith. 

Another  daughter  wad  born  to  us  four  weeks  later,  who 
STirvi\  es  ;  so  that  we  have  reason  to  be  gnitetid  fur  two  chil- 
dren left  to  soothe  our  decline,  as  well  as  for  live  who,  having 
preceded  us  on  the  long  journey,  await  us  in  the  land  of 
Souls. 


My  life  has  been  busy  and  anzioiis^  bnt  not  joyless. 
Wbetiier  it  eball  be  prolonged  few  or  more  yeais,  I  am  gmte- 
fid  that  it  has  endnred  so  long,  and  that  it  has  abotmded  in 
uppogtunities  for  good  not  wboUy  nnimproved,  and  in  experi* 

ences  of  the  nobler  as  weU  as  the  baser  impulses  of  human 
nature.  1  have  been  spared  to  see  tlie  eud  of  giant  wrongs, 
which  I  once  deemed  invincible  in  this  century,  aud  to  note 
the  silent  npspringing  and  growth  of  })rinci])les  and  iniluen- 
Ci^s  which  I  hail  as  destined  to  root  out  scuiie  of  tlie  most  fla- 
grant and  pei^vading  evils  that  yet  remain.  I  realize  that 
each  generation  is  destined  to  confront  new  and  pecuHar  per- 
ils,— to  wrestle  with  temptations  and  seductions  unknown  to 
its  predecessors ;  yet  I  trust  that  progres<?  is  a  general  law  of 
our  being,  and  that  the  ills  and  w  oes  of  the  future  shall  be 
loss  crashing  than  those  of  the  bloody  and  hateful  past  So^ 
looking  calmly,  yet  bumbly,  for  tiiat  dose  of  my  mortal 
career  which  cannot  be  &r  distant,  I  reyerently  thank  God 
for  the  blessings  vonchsafed  me  in  the  past ;  and,  witb  an 
awe  that  is  not  fear,  and  a  consciousness  of  <femerit  which 
does  not  exclude  hope,  await  the  opening  before  my  steps  of 
the  gates  of  the  Eternal  Woild. 


I 
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THE  irorld  ib  a  Beminaiy;  Man  U  our  class-lxMik;  and 
Hie  chief  Imsinesa  of  life  is  Education.  We  aie  here  to 
learn  and  to  teach, — some  of  na  for  both  of  these  purposes,  — 
all  at  least  for  the  former.  Happy  he,  and  greatly  blest,  who 
comes  divinely  ([ualified  for  a  Teatdier, — ^fitfced  by  nature  and 
tEaining  to  wrestle  with  giant  Ignorance  and  prmud  Chaos, 
to  dispel  unfounded  Prejudice,  and  banish  enshrouding  Night 
To  govern  men,  in  the  rude,  palpable  sense,  is  a  small  achieve- 
ment ;  a  grovelling;  purblind  soul,  well  provided  with  horse- 
men and  artilleiy,  and  thickly  hedged  with  bayonets  and 
spears,  may  do  this.  Nero  ruled  the  Roman  world  at  the 
height  of  its  power  and  glory,  and  ruled  it  so  sternly  that  no 
man  dared  speak  of  him,  while  he  lived,  si^ve  in  the  language 
of  abject  flattery.  Caligula  did  it  likewiBe;  and  so,  in  an 
uncouth,  second-hand,  deputising  way,  did  (or  m%ht  have 
done)  Caligula's  horse ;  but  which  of  these,  think  you,  could 
have  insinteted  the  millions  he  so  sternly  swayed?  Alario 
had  no  difficulty  in  cutting  off  ten-score  thousand  heads ;  but 
he  leaves  to  our  own  Everett  the  writing  of  the  poem  wherein 
the  nature  of  his  exploits  is  duly  celebrated.  Had  he  been 
obliged  to  slice  off  as  many  more  heads,  or  write  such  a  poem,  * 
he  would  have  chosen  the  former  task  without  hesitation  or 
self-distrust. 

The  true  king,  then, — the  man  who  can, — ftom  which 
loot  I  would  derive  also  hen  and  emtning, — is  he  who  sways 
Ihe  mighfy  realm  of  Thought;  whose  achievements  mimic 
those  of  the  Infinite  Father  by  building  out  into  void  space, 

S8 


Digitized  by  Google 


434 


UISCBLLAmBS. 


and  peopliiig  Chaos  with  liviiig  and  benefioent,  thoogh  bbdi- 
leas,  creatioiis.  Who  knows  or  caies  what  waa  fhe  name  of 
Homer^a  temporal  aovereign?  The  world  ooold  not  apaio 
Gicera'a  Oratiooat  but  what  recks  it  of  hia  oonaolate  ?  Geotga 
nL  ruled  reapeotably  a  mighty  realm  through  the  moat  niem> 
orable  half -^Wniy  in  the  hiatoiy  of  man ;  jet  his  wiO  be 
known  to  remote  posterity,  not  as  his  by  any  means,  nor  even 
as  tliat  uf  Xiipuleon  or  Wellington,  but  as  that  uf  Goetlie, 
Woitlsworth,  and  ByrtMi.  Bonaparte  hiinsell'  was  a  n^iliiy 
and  no  sham ;  yet  he  missed  bis  best  f  hance  of  earthly  im- 
mortality when  he  allowed  Fultun  to  h  a\  e  Fniuce  with  the 
steamboat  still  in  his  bniin.  The  IturiHiii,^  of  Moscow  was 
unlucky  for  the  conqueror  of  Austeriitz ;  but  this  non-oom- 
prehensbn  of  our  great  countryman  was  a  betauyal  of  inoa- 
paciiy , — a  downright  disnomfiture,  of  which  no  Grouchy  can 
be  made  the  acap^oat 

Ineyitable^  then,  is  it^  and  bf  no  means  to-be  lamenied,  thal^ 
in  an  age  so  eventful  and  atiinng  as  oors»  an  innnmeiable 
multitude  should  aspim  to  Write, — that  ia»  to  l^h.  Kay; 
it  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  and  every  way  to  be  enoonraged, 
the  lai^est  possible  number  should  aspire  to  sing  and  sliine  as 
enlighteneis  and  monitors  of  thcii-  lellow-beinsrs.  Urother  in 
the  tow  frock  and  rai^nrednnthiukablcs  !  have  voii  an  idea  lium- 
miTif^  in  your  brain,  that  seems  to  you  fitted  to  cnre  even  the 
lightest  of  human  maladies  ?  Out  with  it,  T  pray  you,  in 
mercy  to  a  benighted,  heart-sick,  and  blindly  su tiering  race! 
Sister  in  linsey-woolsey,  and  wearing  a  red-cotton  handker- 
chief by  way  of  diadem,  have  you  aught  to  say,  that^  if  uttered, 
would  cheer  and  bless  the  weary  steps  whereby  we  are  all 
measuring  off  the  little  span  which  divides  us  from  the  giave  ? 
For  aweet  Chari^a  sake,  do  not  withhold  it,  bat  let  your 
light  shine,  even  though  the  darkness  be  sure  not  to  compre- 
hend it, — a  by  no  means  novel  nor  uncommon  caae.  Hesd 
not  the  croakei^B  warning  that  the  world  overfiows  with  books 
and  authors,  —  so  it  did  in  Solomon's  time ;  yet  how  many 
very  good  ones,  that  mankind  could  hardly  s[)are,  have  been 
written  since  1   Truly,  the  universe  ia  full  of  light,  and  has 
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boon  these  thonaflnda  of  yean;  yet^  fbr  all  thalv  wo  ooold  nob 
dumBfiiifl  iritii  the  BQnahina  of  to-marroiw,  whether  aa  a  mli- 
wImo  or  88  an  aasmiiig  prediction.  Never  believe  tlioee  who 
tell  yon  thai  onr  Bace  are  enifeited  with  teachers, — tibat 
their  pr^nt  neede  are  material  only,  not  spiritual,  —  and 
that  your  humble  lay  will  be  drowned  by  tlie  crashing  volume  i 
of  the  world's  great  chorul  h.mnonies,  —  for  if  you  Lave  some- 
thing t^  '^av,  and  do  really  s'h/  it,  lu'vcr  doulit  lliat  it  will  find 
or  Tii  ik.  its  way  to  the  eyes  and  iieaxts  of  those  titted  to  ap- 
preciate and  enjoy  it. 

But  the  real  perplexity,  the  one  gieat  source  of  disappoint- 
ment and  mortification  in  the  premises,  is  this, —  Of  the 
legions  who  aspire  to  t^u^h  and  sing,  only  a  very  small  pix>- 
pottion  do  so  from  any  hearty,  intrinsic,  essential  love  of  the 
woftk,  while  the  great  multitade  seek  primarily  and  mainlj 
iheir  own  gloiy  or  aggrandizement^  rather  than  the  good  of 
their  land.  They  aspire  to  be  teachei%  not  because  the  world 
needs  to  be  taught,  bat  becanae  they  moat  aomehow  be  fed. 
Minim's  "  lays  "  are  inspired  by  his  laziness,  and  not  by  any 
of  tjie  Muses,  who  wuuld  be  tortuixd  \*y  his  invocations  if 
tlu  V  ]  lid  duy  Suit  of  heed  to  his  twanging.  Crotchet's  trea- 
tise on  Hydraulics  and  Pyuamics  was  iTupclled  by  the  vncnum 
in  his  own  stoma<^h,  rr^thor  fhnn  by  any  p  iiiiinl  spjxt^  of 
deficiency  or  error  in  popular  conceptions  of  natural  s-  iciu-o. 
Van  Koainei-'s  "  Travels  "  were  constrained  by  the  stem  alter- 
native of  quitting,  his  native  soil  or  cnltivating  it;  he  is 
enabled  to  tell  ns  how  the  Camanches  grow  com,  or  the 
Hobavea  harvest  beans,  throngh  his  own  invincible  repug- 
nance to  assisting  in  either  process  at  home.  And  thns  the 
domain  of  letters  is  continnallj  infested,  is  weUnigh  ovetrun* 
by  a  awarm  of  adventurers  who  are  oifly  intellectual  in  their 
pursuits  and  tendencies  because  they  dread  being,  and  so 
have  not  fitted  themselves  to  be,  material,  —  as  Talleyrand 
accounted  all  men  Military  who  were  not  Civil.  Ilcnce,  the 
pui'  iit  (  Hth  groans  b*  nrath  the  weight  of  books  MTitten 
from  as  ur^vt^lliiig  a  motive  as  ever  sent  a  truant  wliiTiij»cring 
to  school,  and  the  moon  and  staxs  are  persecuted  with  flatulent 
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apostit^lififi  and  impeitiiient  staring  by  baids  whose  mm 
incitenieiit  to  thus  tormenting  the  night  is  a  constitatioiiai 
abhonence  of  getting  up  and  swinging  an  axe  in  the  momiiig; 

It  is  high  time  the  cnnent  cant  affirming  tiie  miafoitimeB 
ii  authorahip,  calamities  of  genius*  the  miserable  recom- 
pense of  inteUectual  effort,  &c.,  were  scouted  from  the  eaith. 
Its  groundwork  is  a  total  misconception  of  the  relations  of 
things  iutellectiial  to  things  physical,  —  of  Mind  to  Matter, 
Time  to  Et<^rnity.  ^lilton,  they  say,  sold  PaiTnlise  Lost  for 
ten  puuntLs  to  its  ori^nnal  publi^iher,  Mr.  Siiiunons.  B^ging 
your  pardon,  ^a'litk'nKii,  he  did  no  such  tiling;  if  he  had 
done,  the  mighty  epic  would  have  henceforth  been  Sim  mon.i% 
Paradise  Lost,  no  longer  Milton's.  Ko  such  poem  was  ever 
written  for  pounds,  few  or  many,  nor  evcar  can  ba  The 
author  sold  only  the  privilege  of  multiplying  copies  lor  the 
few  years  wherein  his  right  of  property  in  his  work  was  pio- 
tected  hy  law ;  hut  tiie  poem  was  still  Milton^  and  so  most 
remain  while  Time  shall  endure.  Trade  and  Law  are  mighly 
in  their  several  spheres ;  but  both  together  are  powerless  to 
vest  the  proper  ownership  of  Paradise  Lost  in  anybody  ^ 
than  John  Milton. 

I  am  not  palliating  the  injustice  done  to  authors  by  our 
laws  of  Copyright;  they  are  indeed  gross  ainl  indefensible. 
Their  orit^'iiial  sin  inheivs  in  their  attciiijtt  to  draw  a  distinc- 
tiuu^vhcl•e  t lie  laws  of  the  Universe  make  none, — between 
Pr.  '] -rty  in  the  creations  of  the  Brain  and  in  those  of  the 
ilauds.  The  distinction  is  at  best  imperfect  A  poem,  a??  ^ven 
by  the  author  to  the  piess^  is  the  joint  pro  hu  ti on  of  inteUed 
and  muscles, — so  is  a  plough  or  a  boot-jack.  The  difierenoe 
is  one  of  proportion  only, — in  the  poem,  the  labor  of  Flrodiio- 
tion  is  mainly  biain-work ;  the  reverse  is  the  case  with  tha 
plough.  The  poef  s  work^  as  poet,  is  one  of  creation  purely, 
so  £ur  as  finite  beings  can  create;  while  the  mechanic'^ 
achievement  is  one  of  accommodation  or  shaping  merely. 
Ko  man  ever  made,  no  man  can  make,  a  flour-harrel  so  thor- 
oughly his  as  Childt'  Ilaruld  was  and  is  Byrun's.  On  ^^hat 
principle,  then,  do  human  laws  say  that  the  flour-bairel  be- 
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longs  to  the  maker,  liis  heirs  or  assigns,  so  long  as  it  sli.ill 
exist,  and  wherrver  it  may  be  found,  but  that  Childe  Harold 
was*  Byron's  «  perty  only  within  a  narrow  territorial  radius 
and  for  a  briei  term  of  year*?  ?  Clearly,  on  no  principle  nt  -dL 
The  law  plunders  tiie  author  while  pretending  to  protect  hiin. 
It  ought  to  know  nothing  of  Copyright  save  to  require  the 
anthor  to  give  fair  notioe  that  he  regards  his  production  as  a 
property,  and  forbids  the  multiplication  of  copies  by  any  other 
than  a  ptablisher  expiiesaLy  aathoiized  by  bim.  Tb&a,  if  it 
weve  deemed  expedient  to  confiscate  tbe  anthoi's  rigbt  of 
property,  at  the  expiration  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  years  from 
the  date  of  his  work's  first  appearance,  he  ought  to  be  fiiirly 
compensated  for  his  book,  if  the  demand  for  it  were  stiU 
active,  so  as  to  justify  a  claim  to  indemnity  on  the  part  of  his 
heirs. 

The  Law  of  Copyright  is  i>emicious  in  all  its  restrictions 
on  the  natural  right  of  property,  —  wrong  in  denyiu;^'  that 
right  in  one  country  to  the  citizen  of  another,  and  thercliy 
bribing  tlie  author  to  pander  to  local  and  provincial  prejudices, 
instead  of  speaking  to  all  Humanity.  A  book  which  finds 
readers  in  all  or  many  lands  is  presumptively  worth  far  more 
than  one  whii  h  finds  admirers  only  in  the  country  which 
ptodnoed  it  This  law  is  doubly  wrong  in  virtually  saying  to 
the  author. "  Gater  to  the  prejudices,  the  follies,  the  passions 
of  the  hour;  for  the  approval  of  future  generations  may 
indeed  pile  marble  above  your  unconscious  dust,  but  will 
give  no  bread  to  your  famishing  offspring !"  Tt  is  very  true 
that  the  pecuniary  recompense  is  not  the  main  impulse  to 
the  production  of  works  which  the  world  does  not  willingly 
let  die;  but  the  State  lias  no  moral  right  to  rol»  a  man  merely 
because  he  leaves  liis  d<M*i>>  unloeked.  Tt  is  hound  to  render 
to  each  his  due  ;  and  it  sets  an  evil  example  in  divesting  any 
of  what  is  rightfully  his  own. 

But^  to  ninety-nine  of  every  hundred  literaiy  aspirants,  it 
makes  no  difference  practically  whetlier  the  copyright  ac- 
corded to  their  works  is  or  is  not  limited  both  in  time  and 
space.   Out  of  every  hundred  books  published,  not  ten  are 
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ever  i-ead  out  of  the  countrywliKii  ]*rutiiiced  them ;  hardly 
one  will  be  heard  of  by  the  authors  own  ^luKhilJieiL 
"Come  like  shadows,  so  depart,"  is  the  motto  that  would  lit- 
liest  illustiute  tlie  title-page  of  our  booksellers*  annual  cata- 
Ipgues  of  their  new  issues.  Like  an  April  Boow-shower,  thef 
ue  poQxed  npon  us  till  they  threaten  to  cover,  if  not  tnoB- 
form,  tiie  earth ;  but  soon  the  ann  ahinea  out»  and»  the  next 
hour,  they  have  vanished  forever. 

Kow,  while  it  is  quite  true  that  Hilton  did  not  write  Puai> 
diae  Lost  for  Mr.  Sinunona'a  toi  poondB^  nor  for  any  numher 
of  anybody's  pounds,  it  is  none  the  less  certain  that  the  State 
has  no  moral  right  to  bribe  its  authors  to  strive  for  momen- 
tary populai'ity  rather  than  endunnpf  rej^ard.  It  has  nu  muiul 
ri^ht  to  say  to  them,  "AVrite  ^kihuiU  ua  d  Il-ncI  with  the 
pis. ions  and  prejudices  of  the  day,  !iu<l  you  shall  have 
Wealth  ami  jiresent  fame;  but,  if  you  wiiU'  what  the  viemnca 
may  condemn,  }  et  what  the  Agea  and  the  Kace  luust  appitive 
and  embalm,  you  shall  be  punished  with  poverty  for  yourself 
and  l»eggaiy  for  your  children."  That "  ye  cannot  ser\  e  God 
and  Mammon"  was  true  enough  in  the  nature  of  things 
before  the  State  undertook  to  aggiavate,  as  against  Mammon's 
despisers,  the  severity  of  the  sentence  and  the  intensity  of 
the  punishment. 

The  World  of  Thought !  how  vast  its  extent  I  how  ma- 
jestic  its  triumphs  I  I  am  not  sniprised  that  literaiy  fiune  ii 
the  object  of  such  general  asplmtion ;  I  should  be  surprised 
indeed  il  it  were  otherwise.  Just  consider  how  potent,  how 
Vast,  is  the  sway  to-day  exercised  by  Tlato,  and  Virjil,  ai:  I 
Tacitus,  now  so  uiany  centuries  in  their  paves,  aiitl  cDmi'ire 
ii  with  the  narrow,  transient,  imperfect  dominion  of  Alexan- 
der or  Augustus,  so  onniipotent  in  his  own  ai^e  and  sphere,  >a 
impotent  elsewhere,  and  ever  after.  Xenophon  the  leader 
has  long  been  uudistiuguishable  dust»  while  Xenophon  the 
narmtor  is  still  in  the  zenith  of  his  power  and  rsnown.  Ju- 
lius CsBsar  holds  his  place  in  the  world's  regard  far  more  by  * 
means  of  his  Commentaries  than  of  his  victories^  and  Bona* 
paite's  fint  campaign  electrified  Europe  not  more  by  his  bat- 
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tifiB  than  liis  bnltetiiui.  We  oasnofc  irander,  then,  that  m&n, 
2n,¥e  nonfioed  ease  and  pleasun^  youth  and  strangth,  gnce 
<d  modon  and  power  of  viuon,  to  via  a  name  amoi^  thoae 
'wbo  vortliily  wieldod  that  ''weapon  mightier  than  the 
aword" ;  for,  indeed,  there  is  no  other  field  of  effort^  no  other 
aiena  for  ambittonf  so  inviting,  so  dazxUng,  as  this.  Wolfe 
on  the  Heights  of  Ahraham  admiringly  ledted  Gray's  Elegy, 
and  declared  that  he  would  rather  be  its  author  than  the  ( oii- 
i^utiror  of  Montcalm  and  (  tiiiada.  "All  lur  luve  and  tho 
world  well  lost,"  is  the  surrender  of  the  ^rrandest  pop«»il)ilitie3 
to  a  litJciiuL^  ik-liriiini  of  the  8enso<< ;  luit  \\\  \\  iiii;4lit  tlie  con- 
queror of  an  empire,  the  heir  nt  ;i  dynasty,  exchange  lii.s  cir- 
onmacribed  and  vanishing  dominion  for  a  seat  among  the 
Kinga  of  Mind, — the  rulers  of  that  WorLl  of  Ideiis,  whose  * 
sway  each  year  expands  and  strengthens,  tiiough  their  bones 
have  enriched,  oentories  ago,  the  soil  with  whicl\  they  wrea- 
tied  for  a  meagre  aabsistence  as  Homer  the  mendicant  or 
.£6op  the  dave* 

But  have  the  true  Kings  of  Thonght  in  &ct  realised  their 
own  mighty  and  actoally  aspired  to  and  struggled  for  the  pre- 
eminence which  Mankind  has  so  cordially  assigned  them  ? 
Did  Siiakes|)eare,  for  instance,  know  himself  the  intellectual 
prodiirv  he  truly  was,  an<l  apjunhend  that  the  lines  he  ilaslied 
oif  witli  sucli  facile  rapivlity  wnuLl  l)e  read  in  deliirlitcd  awe 
and  wonder  on  isles  of  the  Southern  main,  far  Iniyond  the 
Africfin  cape,  which  in  his  day  bounded  in  tlrat  direction  the 
known, world  ?  I  find  in  his  writings  the  presence  of  amazing 
power,  but  not  the  cnnsciousness  of  it.  H^y :  I  cannot  help 
suspecting  that,  had  he  really  known  how  great  a  man  he 
was  and  is,  he  would  have  re&ained  from  acting  and  talking  , 
so  often  like  a  little  one.  The  world  has  known  men  who 
profoundly  esteemed  themselves  great,  and  Justified  that  con- 
sciousness by  every  act  of  their  lives.  I  could  not  have  dared' 
to  ask  Mbhael  Angelo  to  build  me  a  tavem-etable  out  of  the 
crumbling  walls  of  a  deserted  monastery  or  forta-ess ;  I  should 
have  cowered  l)efore  the  glance  of  his  eye  as  he  turned  upon 
ma  wiiii  ilic  i^atiiitiou,  "  Do  you  think  1  wao  sent  into  tho 
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world  to  build  stables  ?**   Yet  I  wonM  nnt  have  besitated  — 
would  you  ?  —  to  ask  Shakespeare  to  write  me,  for  a  considera^ 
tion,  an  epithalamium,  a  monody,  a  pasquinade,  an  epignm ; 
and  should  not  have  feared  i^ebuke  or  refusal,  if  the  price  named 
were  sufficient   For  I  see  the  man  workizig  and  cU  Iving  from 
day  to  day  like  any  joumeyman  among  nts, — with  immeDia 
.  courage,  oeitaiiily,  and  capacity,  and  oopgcioamesa  of  power, 
— but  atill  woridng  up  the  ordinaiy  play-house  rubbish  into 
his  grand,  airj  new  structure,  as  any  sldlfbl  mason  might  fill 
up  the  centre  of  his  wall  with  the  commonest  brickbatB,  unt3 
the  difference  between  him  and  other  playwri^jhts  seems  one 
of  degree  purely,  and  not  of  kind.    But,  reading  him  thou^4it- 
fully,  I  am  arrested  by  passai^e  after  passage  evinciu<jr  an 
*    almost  Divine  faculty,  —  a  faculty  in  which  I  discern  iiothin;| 
of  the  playwright,  but  rather  the  inspiration  of  the  soul-nipt 
prophet,  who  looks  straight  thiough  ail  things ;  for  to  him  the 
nnivecse  is  without  opacity,  and  past^  present,  and  future  are 
mere  lines  of  demarcation  across  the  great  plain  lying  lucid 
and  level  before  him.  Ibis  man's  nature  is  a  riddle  which  I, 
veiy  palpably,  camiot  read;  so  I  turn  away,  pecplezed  and 
ovennasteied,  to  resume  the  thread  of  my  discussion.   If  he 
were  alwai/s  unapproachable,  I  could  comprehend,  thou^  I 
might  not  accurately  measure  him ;  if  he  were  only  a  ckm 
play-house  poet,  I  could  more  easily  and  surely  estimate  him ; 
but  his  sUiry  llights  and  liis  paltry  joke*  —  his  celestial  i)ene- 
tration  and  his  conteniptiltle  puns  —  fonn  together  a  riddle 
entirely  too  hard  for  nie.    I  read  him ;  I  admire  him^  but  I 
do  not  know  liim ;  and  all  the  connnentatoi's  and  critics  serve 
only  to  render  darkness  more  visible,  —  mi/  darkness,  I  freely 
admit ;  but  is  it  not  also  in  some  part  their  own  ? 

Tlie  great  soul  like  Milton's^  finding  utterance  throngli 
Authorship  because  utterance  is  a  necessity  of  its  being,  sad 
because  it  feeb  impelled  boi^nly  to  assure  its  weaker,  more 
opaque  brethren,  that  evil  is  phenomenal  and  transitoiy, — thft 
murl^  exhalation  of  a  chill  night,  which  heayen's  sunsMod 
will  in  due  time  dissipate, — for  this  I  take  to  be  the  bunka 
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of  all  true  liteiatiive,  as  of  true  Prophecy, — this  is,  to  my 
eiye,  the  grandest,  noblest  spectacle  beheld  oa  earth.  But  the 
literary  hack  also^^  whereof  I  hold  Shakespeare  to  be  the 
highest  type  yet  revealed  to  us,  —  perhaps  the  highest  ever 
to  be  seen, — he  who,  finding  authorship  to  be  the  work 
dinpctly  in  his  way,  takes  hold  of  it  and  does  it,  heartily,  man- 
fully, capitally,  \s  ith  all  his  mighty  as  he  would  do  anything 
else  that  thus  planted  itself  aeioss  his  path ;  always  eTinciiig 
taLent,  energy,  resolution;  sometimes  irradiating  these  with 
the  celestial  fire  of  genius  —  he,  too,  is  at  least  a  respectable 
peiBonage ;  and  contemplating  him  shall  give  us  added  strength 
and  vivacity  for  the  discharge  of  our  own  duties,  whatsoever 
they  be.  But  the  literary  mendicant,  —  the  aspirant  to  live 
by  literature,  while  litemture  begs  to  be  excused  from  his 
obsequious  and  superaervioeable  attentions, —  of  him  and  his 
works  be  the  heavens  mercifully  oblivious,  be  the  earth  com- 
passionately dehvered !  He  is  just  the  sorriest  sight  the  sun 
lo4)kg  down  upon,  and  fills  us  with  the  dismalest  conceptions 
of  the  lower  possibilities  of  human  infirmity. 

Do  but  contemplate  him,  at  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  fifty 
years  of  age,  —  a  hale,  stout,  broad-shouldered  man,  with 
thews  that  might  chop  cord-wood  or  do  some  other  creditable 
servi<»  to  his  kind,  —  at  all  events,  with  fingers  terminating 
either  fore-arm  that  would  answer  for  gatherincj  apples  or 
picking  up  j)otatoes,  —  to  see  him,  thus  generously  furnished, 
insisting  on  Autliorship  as  his  vocation,  wheti  nobody  wants 
to  hear  ojr  read  him,  —  wandering  trom  publisher  to  pulilislier 
to  petition  for  the  printing  of  his  poem  or  novel,  or  hesi(';L,nng 
editor  after  editor  for  employment  on  his  jonnial,  —  this  is  a 
gjiectacle  of  human  degradation  which  nnjjels  may  well  A\  eep 
over.  And  then  to  hear  A-m  tjilk  of  tlie  Calamities  of  Gen- 
ius \— he  whose  chief  calamity  is,  manifestly,  a  total  lack  of 
genius,  and  not  of  g^nins  merely,  Init  of  self-res]iect,  enenry, 
or  manhood.  Had  he  hut  one  spark  of  tnie  genius,  it  would 
develop  in  him  a  healthful,  proper  pride,  whereof  the  tiret 
dictate  wouM  l)e  a  i'e\  oU  ai;ainst  such  hawking  and  auction- 
eering of  his  Diviner  faculties.   "  Ko,"  he  would  say,  "  I  need 
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bread*  and  am  not  ashamed  to  aoltdt  the  priyQ^ge  of  eamii^ 
it  by  such  means  as  natmaUy  bring  bread, — by  hiieUng 
labor  in  the  oom-field,  the  meadow,  the  ditch,  or  the  mine ; 

tnr  that  is  tlie  iKitund  resort  of  all  those  who  have  no  ostata 
of  their  own.  I  can  proudly  ask  my  neighbor  to  let  nie  sciw 
liis  wood  fur  a  diuiicr,  .since  sucli  is  the  obvious  way  of  e.irn- 
iu^  dinners,  and  sawed  wood  niiniiitera  to  a  physical  necessity 
'  akin  to  my  urgent  need  of  victual ;  but  to  ask  any  man  to 
give  me  a  dinner  or  a  dollar  for  a  poem  or  essay  which  he 
never  asked  me  to  write,  —  to  b^  ol*  him  an  exchange  of  his 
bread  for  my  thoughts,  my  ideas, — this  I  cannot  stoop  to  da 
If  my  book  be  printed,  either  with  my  own  means  ot  those  d 
a  publisher  who  believes  it  will  do,  let  any  man  buy  it  and 
pay  for  it  who  will ;  bnt^'  if  I  uigently  want  bread,  kt  m 
produce  something  which  is  bread's  natural  equivalent,  or  kt 
me  beg  it,  if  reduced  to  that  dire  extremity,  in  the  diied^ 
honest  way ;  but  to  degrade  my  faculty  of  uttering  thoughts, 
such  as  they  are,  into  a  means  of  indirect  begcraiy,  that  low- 
est deep  of  humiliation,  I  cannot,  daic  Dot,  descend  to." 

Perhaps  there  is  not  in  nil  Literatiire  any  monument  of 
li'imm  j^erversity  and  sell-exposure  more  empliatie  than  the 
grand  chorus  of  complaint  and  remonstrance  which  every 
year  forces  its  way  through  some  muddy  channel  or  other  to 
the  public  ear,  of  which  the  burden  is  the  stolidity,  incapaci- 
ty and  niggardliness  of  publishers,  in  not  discerning  xamoo^ 
nized  merit  in  the  works  of  young  or  unknown  auUiore^  bay* 
ing  their  manuscripts  at  a  generous  price,  and  intn)dnciiig 
them,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  to  the  reading  puhlie. 
There  are  never  less  than  thousands  of  these  unprinted  au- 
thors, whose  fame  is  yet  in  the  egg,  but  who  fimcy  that  thef 
need  only  a  spirited  and  appreciating  publisher  to  cause  it  to 
chip  the  shell  and  soar  away  on  eagles*  wings  to  immortahty. 
Every  year,  some  hundreds  of  fresh  aspimnts  to  literary  dis- 
tinction eontrive  to  oxcrleap  the  hated  barrier  and  rush  into 
print;  when  perhaps  the  books  of  ten  r)f  them  repay  the  (wt 
of  the  adventure  ;  two  or  throe  arc  encouraged  totryriLrain; 
a2ul  possibly  one  proves  a  man  of  mark,  wins  popular  appro- 
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Iwtioiiy  mid  IB  em  after  eolidtod  by  pablkliera,  instead  of 
needing  to  solicit  tiheir  parttalify  and  fie^vor.  But  it  iras  not 
hy  this  one,  nor  yet  by  tlie  two  or  three»  that  the  bowl  was 

]i]  oloDged  as  to  the  obtosenees  and  TaiMcity  of  publishers, — 

tlicir  drinking  rare  wines  out  of  the  skulls  of  their  plundered, 
starving  authors,  &c.,  &c.  No :  it  is  from  the  r.iiiks  of  the 
great  unpuhlislicd,  or,  if  pul)lished,  unread,  that  ilus  hideous 
di«sorjance  j^n>es  up,  —  men  who,  far  from  l>eiug  victims  of 
puhlishrrs,  have  victinii/ed  Uu  tHr,  and  will  do  it  ngain  w]ien- 
ever  they  shall  indiu  o  one  to  bring  out  anotiier  of  their 
dreary  inanities.  All  Uxe  aWtic  that  will  ever  be  nuule  by 
publishers  nut  of  tliese  plaintive  gentlemen's  productions 
might  be  drank  out  of  their  own  skulls,  wliile  they  aro  yot 
Hving,  and  leave  abundant  room  therein  for  all  the  brains 
they  have  to  fulfil  their  ordinaiy  fimctions  undisturbed  and 

Authofs  of  this  stamp  rarely  consider  that  not  creditable 
writing  only,  but  tme  publishing  also,  is  an  intelkctual  vooar 

tion,  —  that  as  much  ability  is  often  e\dnced  in  bringing  out 
and  selling  a  book  as  in  writing  it.  Pul)lishiiig  is  a  pui^uit 
requiring  various  talents,  ripe  sebolarship,  large  ('a))!tal,  and 
rare  sapraeity.  Of  ()ri;^niial  publieatinuj?,  but  a  small  jiortiou 
prove  profitable,  while  the  great  majority  invohe  ]>«)^itive 
loss.  The  instances  of  undeserved  or  inordinate  succesa  in 
publishing  are  quite  as  rare  as  in  authorship. 

And  you,  my  unfledged  bard  I  who  rrr^nk  over  the  stupidity 
of  publishers,  and  the  indifiTerence  of  the  reading  class  to 
unl&urelled  merits  out  of  your  own  mouth  shall  you  be  con* 
demned !  Tou  complain  that  others  are  deaf  and  blind  to 
such  merit ;  yet  you  are  not  one  whit  less  so  youiself  I  Yo», 
2ir.  Epapliroditus  Sheepshanks,  who  grumble  that  Thackeray  . 
or  Temi3r8on  is  read,  yet  your  novel  or  poem  untouched, — is 
tacitly  condemned  by  thousands  who  cannot  knmo  tliat  it  is 
not  excellent,  —  do  you  buy  or  read  the  novels  of  Snooks  ur 
the  poems  of  Petti buiie,  in  preference  to  those  of  the  gi^at 
celebrities  of  our  day  ?  You  kiiuw  well  that  you  do  no  siu  h 
thing, — that  you  have  never  looked  through  them,  have 
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scarcely  given  tliem  a  thought.  You  say,  very  natiimlly, 
*They  may  be  pKul ;  but  my  time  for  reading  is  limited  j  aiid 
I  choose  to  devote  it  lirst  to  those  wliose  woiLi  I  have  already 
some  reason  to  hnou.:  are  good.  Snooks  and  Pettibone  may  be 
clever  Irllous,  1  dare  say  they  are,  but  tht^  must  uwiiit 
a  Uiui-e  cuu vciiieiit  st'u>(»n."  And  in  this  you  talk  uiid  act 
sensibly ;  quite  otherwioti  whttu  you  gniinble  that  more  would- 
be  authnis  <lu  nut  succeed  in  getting  printed,  and  tlirit  those 
who  do  fail  to  extract  njKix-  money  as  coiJ}ri;^'lit  tVum 
lishers  in  addition  to  that  which  they  have  already  b<^Uiiudered 
in  ])aper,  tvpogra])]iy,  and  binding. 

True,  there  apiH'ar  at  long  intervals  muu  decidedly  in  ad- 
vance of  their  time, — ^who  come  to  their  own,  and  are  not 
recognized  and  made  welcome,  —  who  write,  like  Wordsworth 
or  Emerson,  for  a  puldie  which  thek  geuiiks  most  ci-eate  ur 
their  patience  await,  —  authors  whose  works  would  sell  better 
it'  they  were  less  profoundly  good.  But  this  elass  accept  their 
fortime  nnmurmurin^^dy,  and  never  repine  over  their  inabUity 
to  serve  at  once  Go<l  and  >raunnun,  and  so  graap  the  rewards 
of  both  Time  and  Ktrrnity.  They  do  their  own  work  talndy, 
uncomplainingly,  almost  unconsciously,  like  the  stars  and  the 
mountains,  and  arc  content  to  gladden  and  bless  as  they  may, 
without  striking  for  an  advance  of  wages.  They  know,  with- 
out seeking  it,  that  their  mesii.i|^e  ol  j^ood-will  finds  its  way  to 
the  hearts  fitted  to  receive  and  assimilate  it ;  they  wotdd  be 
amazed  by  an  intimation  that  their  efforts  were  unappreciated 
and  unrewanled.  Not  lalwring  mainly  for  popularity  or  pelf, 
they  ciimiot  regard  the  al^nce  of  b<^  as  wi  evidmoe  that 
their  effort  is  defeated  and  their  labor  in  vain. 

"But,"  says  an  ingenuous  youth,  "I  aqure  to  eminenoe^ 
fame,  popularity, — nay,  sir,  to  usefulness, — as  an  antlicir; 
which,  I  trusty  is  no  ignoble  aspiiati<m.  Then  why  may  I 
not  seek  to  sell  the  fruita  of  my  inteUectual  eflbrta  in  order  to 
cultivate  and  improve  my  faculties,  and  qualify  me  for  tba 
career  I  meditate  f  Why  may  I  not  seek  to  aell.thc  |)oem  or 
Btoiy  I  wrote  yesterday,  in  order  to  win  me  bread  and  oppor* 
tunity  to  write  a  better  one  to-morrow  ? "  The  qneation  is  a 
£ur  OD^  and  ahall  be  fiurly  answered. 
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Tlie  everfttosent  and  feaiM  peril  of  the  liteiaiy  vocation 
la  compliftTice, — the  sacrifice  of  the  eternal  verity  to  the  tem- 
porary neoessitjr.   To  write  to-day  for  to-day's  bread  involvee 

the  necessity  of  writing  what  to-day  will  appreciate,  accept, 
and  buy.  Tlii.s  is  to  set  your  faculty  of  thought  and  utter- 
ance up  at  auctioii  to  the  best  cash  bidder,  agreeing  do 
whatever  Divine  or  diabolic  work  he  may  have  in  liand ; 
and  it  is  most  unlikely  thnt  he  who  bids  highe'^t  in  current 
coin  for  to-day's  work,  payable  to-night,  will  have  Divine 
work  for  you  to  da  Of  course,  it  is  understood  that  you 
do  nc<t  directly  sell  yourself  to  whomsoever  will  pay  liighest ; 
but  that  is  the  palpable  tendency  of  going  needily  into  the 
market  to  barter  brains  for  bread.  Yon  cannot  afibid  to  be 
nice  respecting  the  use  to  which  your  mental  fiacnlties  are  to 
be  turned,  if  yon  must  sdl  them  to-day>  or  go  hungiy  to-mor* 
TOW.  The  natural  drift,  therefore,  of  sending  your  head  into 
the  market  for  sale  is  toward  moral  indifference  and  debase* 
ment,  —  toward  the  sale  of  your  talents  for  the  most  they 
will  letch,  without  regard  to  what  use  they  will  be  requireil  to 
subserve.  Tliis  tendency  may  l)e  resisted,  baffled,  overltorne; 
but  it  can  never  cease  to  be  a  reality  and  a  peril.  Sensual 
a[tpt'tite  is  always  rendy  to  pay  i^merously  fnr  a  })]vsent  grati- 
tication;  while  Virtue  is  constitutionally  austcie  and  provi- 
dent. And,  beside,  there  is  a  veiy  great  mistake  widely  preva- 
lent which  confounds  the  continual  use  with  the  impiwie- 
ment  of  the  faculties  essential  to  Authorship ;  whereas,  use  is 
as  often  exhausting  as  strengthening.  Washington,  Bona- 
parte, Byron,  Wellington, — in  fact,  nearly  all  the  great  men 
of  the  last  age, — evinced  qualities  as  admimble  and  eminent 
in  the  outset  as  in  the  maturity  of  their  several  careera  Their 
opportunities,  their  responsibilities,  may  have  afterward  been 
broader ;  but  Washington  on  Braddock's  fatal  field,  Bonaparte 
in  Italy,  B3Ton  in  Childe  Ilaruld,  Wellington  in  India,  while 
still  young  men,  evinced  the  preat  qualities  \\  liicli  have  ren- 
dered their  names  immortal.  They  there  gave  prt>mise  of  all 
that  they  after^raid  ]>erformed.  If  such  qualities  inliere  in 
you,  they  will  iiud  or  make  their  way  out;  if  they  do  not^ 
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jon  cunot  craate  tlmn  \ifj  yoaiB  oif  iniitfttiviB^  iBwihiiiicai 
dradgeiy  as  a  journeyinaii  in  the  vooatum  you  aie  anxious 
to  master. 

I  would  aay,  then,  to 
aeek  the  ladder  that  leads  up  to  renown,  preaerve,  as  ahove  aU, 
price,  your  proper  independence,  mental  and  phyaicaL  Never 
surrender  youtself  to  what  is  termed  an  intellectnal  vocation 
until  you  have  iirat  laid  the  foundations  of  independence  in 
the  knowledge  of  a  good  trade  or  handicraft,  to  fall  hack  on 
wheuever  you  shall  find  yourself  unahle  to  maintain  at  once 
your  position  as  a  brain-worker  and  your  perfect  self-respeotw 
Take  your  place  in  the  field  or  the  shop,  and  make  yoniself 
master  of  its  duties, — fasten  yourself  to  some  patch  of  ground 
on  some  slope  of  the  Alleghanios,  the  Oatskills,  the  Ozarks,-^ 
do  anything  which  will  make  you  a  self-suhsiating,  skilful^ 
effective  worker  with  the  hands,  while  you  have  the  foil  con- 
trol of  your  mental  powers,  and  may  apply  your  houis  won 
fhmi  toU  to  their  improvement^  until  you  shall  be  called  thenee 
to  intellootual  pursuits  \(f  some  other  need  then  your  owil 
Then  you  may  accept  the  new  opportunify  in  perfect  secont7|r» 
and  in  the  proud  consciousness  that  your  instructed  sinews 
can  earn  you  a  livelihood  by  manual  labor,  should  it  ever 
happen  that  you  can  no  longer  maintain  your  int^fy  and 
your  sdf-reapect  in  that  other  vocation  to  which  a  hope  of 
wider  usefulness,  and  the  request  of  those  you  serve,  wHi  have 
drown  you.  Now,  you  need  no  longer  consider  how  much 
truth  the  public  will  bear,  but  what  is  the  particular  truth  it 
needs  to  have  expounded  and  enforced  to-day.  You  will  servo 
mankind  as  a  bGnefactor,  not  now  as  a  slava 

It  is  one  of  the  most  venetable  of  jokes, — patronind,  I 
dare  say,  by  ^fr.  Joseph  Hiller  and  other  ancient  coUectoxs  of 
good  tilings,  and  yet  so  pat  to  my  ai^^ment  that  I  cannot  re- 
Ihun  from  quoting  it^ — that  a  London  shijl  was  once  captured 
off  tlie  Spanish  coast  by  an  Algerine  rover,  and  her  crow  and 
passengers  mustered  before  the  Dey,  to  be  put  to  the  best  use 
respectively  as  slaves.  £acb,  as  he  entered  the  immediatt 
pnsenoe  of  the  head  pirate,  was  requiiod  to  name  his  tnds 
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or  calliag  ;  which,  being  duly  interpreted,  he  was  assigned  to 
the  worksliops,  the  sliip-vaid,  the  jr.iixiens,  or  the  galleys,  ac- 
cordinj^  ;ls  his  i>a.st  exjM  iicucc  hud  fitted  hiui  for  efficiency 
in  olio  vucalion  or  another.  At  length,  there  came  one  who 
answered  tlie  usual  (lutstion  by  avowing  himself  an  author, 
and  this  vmis  linidly  trauslat*  d  so  as  to  render  it  compre- 
hensible to  the  Dey  ;  who,  after  puzzling  his  brains  lur  some 
time  to  devijjc  a  better  use  for  so  helpless  an  object,  tinally 
ordci*ed  him  tu  be  pruvidt»l  with  a  }»air  of  IVatlur  intjxpreiisi- 
bles,  and  set  to  hatching  out  chickiMis.  Here  the  story  stops, 
leaving  us  in  tantaliziuci;  darkness  as  to  the  success  of  the 
litcraiy  geiitk'mau  in  this  new  fie  ld  of  production  ;  but,  as 
the  emplovnn  lit  so  comi)elled  must  have  been  sedentar\'  and 
irksome  to  the  last  deirree,  it  8er\cs  to  enforce  my  mural, 
that  a  youth  should  thoruu^^hly  (qualify  himself  to  earn  hia 
own  bread  witb  liis  hands  before  he  risks  himself  on  the  pre- 
carious enterprise  of  miiii&teriug  to  liie  intellectual  needs  of 
others. 

Having  thus  protested,  as  I  <  oiild  not  in  conscience  fail  to 
do,  against  the  baseness  which  aspires  to  authorship  as  an 
escape  from  ruder  labor,  and  then  whimpers  because  its  11  im- 
intellectual  wares  cannot  be  exchanged  for  wholesome 
bread-corn,  or  substantial  beef,  let  me  not  fail  to  remonstrate 
also  against  the  crying  injustice  done,  more  especially  by  ihe 
laws  of  our  countr}',  not  to  her  worthless  but  to  her  worthier, 
nobler  .Uithors,  thn)ugh  the  denial  of  International  Copy- 
right. We  nationally  and  ^stematically  steal  the  works  of 
Bulwer,  Dickens,  Thackeray,  Macaulay,  Browning,  Tennyson ; 
boldly  claiming  the  right  and  exerting  the  power  of  taking, 
using,  enjoying,  their  products,  without  Tendering  the  anthors 
any  equivalent ;  and  we  thereby  deprive  oor  own  anthers  of 
the  fair  and  just  reward  of  their  labor  as  well  Our  Irving, 
Bryant,  Hawthorne,  Longfellow,  &c.,  are  less  widely  read  and 
lees  fully  lecompoued  tiian  they  should  be,  beoause  the 
works  on  whieh  they  are  paid  a  copyiight  must  be  sold  in 
direct  competition  with  thoee  of  their  European  riTals,  whom 
we  leftura  to  pay  at  alL  "Are  theynot  paid  hy  th^  own 
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Qoanteymiail''  I  hear  ttuimpliaiitly asked.  "No^strt"  If»' 
jAj ;  not  paid  hy  Eoiope  for  the  service  th^  render  not 
paid  hy  anybody  else  for  tbe  instruction  or  entertainment 
we  deiiye  from  tlieir  worksb  This  instruction  we  have  no 
moral  right  to  appfcqpmte  -without  paying  for  it«  any  more 
than  we  might  honestly  clothe  ourselves  in  unbonght  Euro* 
pean  Mrics  which  a  wreddii^  storm  had  strewn  ahiqg  onr 
shores.  That  we  eon  take  them  without  redress,  and  for  the 
present  with  impunity,  is  undoubted ;  but  thai  no  more  pfoves 
our  to  do  it  than  the  impunity  loQg  enjoyed  by  the  cor- 
sairs of  the  Barbery  coast  in  phmdering  Christian  vessels  in 
.  the  Mediterranean,  proved  the  justice  of  that  shameM  atto- 
dfy.  The  day  will  yet  dawn  wherein  l^lan  everywhere  shall 
profoundly  realise  that  no  essential  advantage  can  ever  be 
obtained  through  ii^ustice,  ^  that  the  constitution  of  the  Uni* 
veV9e  is  such  that  no  product  of  human  effort  can  be  ob- 
tained cheaper  than  by  honestly  buying  and  fairly  paying  for 
it  In  that  day,  it  will  be  felt  and  admitted  that  we  have 
seriously  ixgored  and  imperilled  our  country,  by  intrusting 
the  formation  of  its  mind,  morals,  and  manners  mainly  to 
Foreign  Authors,  through  tlio  relative  cheapening  and  conse* 
quent  diffusion  of  their  works  inevitably  leaolting  firom  the 
denial  of  International  Copyright 

Perhaps  there  is  no  chapter  in  the  history  of  literatue 

more  amuslnp;.  and  yet  none  which  is  essentially  more  melan- 
choly, than  that  which  acquaints  us  with  the  frailties  of 
Authors^  and  especially  of  those  of  decided  genius.  That 
Shakespeare  was  arraigned  for  deer-stealing, — a  most  poetical 
and  delicate  sort  of  theft,  all  admit ;  —  that  the  great  Bacon, 
fother  of  modem  Philosophy,  was  disgraced  and  cashiered  for 
comiption  as  Lord  Chancellor,  f  lu  most  responsible  and  one 
of  the  most  lucrative  as  well  as  honorable  posts  in  the  king- 
dom ;  that  Bums  was  irregular  in  love  and  immoderate  in 
drink ;  that  Byron  was  a  libertine,  and  Chatterton  a  cheat ; 
that  some  l  anls  liave  run  away  with  other  men's  wives^ 
whOe  a  good  many  have  run  away  6om  their  own« — theee^ 
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and  like  deplorable  facts,  are  reitcraterl  and  gloated  over  by 
millioiis,  who  are  much  better  acquainted  with  the  vices  and 
enois  of  the  greatly  gifted  than  with  their  wiitings.  Too 
many  of  us  find  an  ignoble,  if  not  malicious,  pleasure  in  re- 
ducing those  whose  intellectual  stature  threatens  to  dwstS  us 
at  least  to  our  own  mortd  level ;  we  catch  at  the  evidences  of 
their  fitailty,  in  order  to  assure  ouxsdves  that  we  too  are 
spiiitually  deathless  as  they,  or  they  at  least  mortal  as  we 
are.  And  their  lives  ars  necessarily  so  puhlic,  so  transparent^ 
so  scrutinized,  that  the  least  fiaw  attracts  observation  ;  they 
seem  worse  than  others  at  least  as  bad  as  they,  only  because 
they  are  better  known.  How  many  lollies,  meaimesses,  vices, 
sins,  in  the  lives  of  the  common-place,  are  charitably  hidden 
frum  public  view  l>y  tlie  friendly  oblivion  whicli  screens  the 
majority  from  ol>ser\  ation  in  shielding  them  from  pubUc  inter- 
est or  curiosity  !  How  many  have  stolen  deer,  and  been  con- 
victed and  whipped  or  imprisoned  for  it,  and  had  the  matter 
all  over  and  foigotten  within  a  year  or  two  ;  while  here  stands 
great  Shakespeare,  still  in  the  stocks  for  deer^stealing,  though 
be  has  stood  there  so  patiently — a  litde  disdainfully,  per- 
haps, yet  quite  exemplarily — for  almost  three  centuries! 
O,  it  is  a  fearful  thing  for  one  greatly  gifted  to  cherish  vices 
or  yield  to  temptations  !  his  enors  cover  and  deform  him  like 
WTithing,  hissing  snakes,  whose  scaly  sides  and  gleaming 
crests  shine  in  the  refulgence  by  which  his  genius  h;i.s  sur- 
rounded him,  from  the  towering  hei'.dit  to  whicli  his  acliieve- 
ments  have  lifted  liim,  so  that  liic  wliule  world  seea  them; 
the  good  with  x»ityini;  sorrow,  tlie  thou^htli'ss  witli  mirthful 
levity,  the  bad  with  ill-concealed  exultation.  Vice  is  lament- 
able in  any,  —  is  the  source,  not  merely  of  moral  degradation, 
but  of  physical  suffering ;  but  saddest  of  all  are  the  offen- 
ees,  most  signal  and  enduiiog  the  punishments,  of  those  fitted 
by  Nature  to  be  greats —the  Eiqgs  of  the  mighty  realm  of 
undying  Thought  1 

The  necessities,  the  perplesdties,  the  pecuniaiy  distresses, 
*  of  authors, — these,  too,  have  afiforded  the  multitude  an  inex- 
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baustiUe  fond  of  anecdote  and  entertainment  In  fmA,  Urn 
obvious  coiit!  !  t  between  the  novelist  or  poet  in  bis  garret^ 
lying  abed  lor  the  day,  perhaps,  to  have  his  linen  waslied* 
while  he  considers  whether  to  let  his  hero  marry  tlic  great 
heiress  and  inherit  his  principality  just  yet,  or  tantalize  the 
readers  impatience  with  new  machinations  or  impediments 
through  two  or  thrfee  chapters  more,  —  this  is  antitliesis  too 
pungent,  too  comic,  not  to  be  enjoyed.  The  great  majority 
have  ceased  to  read  such  "  slow,"  tame  essays  as  those  of  Tlie 
Spectator  and  The  Tat  lor ;  yet  the  story  of  Dick  Steele's 
cmbarrassiucnts,  follies,  arrests  for  debt,  and  irreclaimaUU 
prod igjdi tics,  have  rrrnntly  heen  retold  to  our  city  audiences 
by  Tliackeray  with  inimitable  felicity,  and  enjoyed  with  un- 
exampled zrst.  An  aiitlior's  tliou^Tits,  it  wduld  seem,  may 
perish  or  be  sup}>1ant«'(l,  but  the  mQn;v?nto8  of  hia  thoughtleah 
aess  will  cndurr  torovtn-. 

Yet  th(Mv  is  ('\:u;i;('rat i(in  in  tlio  cun'unt  notion  of  the  <'un- 
Stitutionai  poverty  and  snualor,  the  de^^penite  shifts  and  aver- 
age wediness,  of  authrns,  whidi  miiiht  t<i  l>e  exposed,  since 
tiiere  i>?  just  tnith  onuUL^h  at  the  hutlom  of  it  to  render  it 
mischievous.  The  uvi'at,  tlie  mdical  dillereace  between  mirage 
and  the  centuries  which  precedrd  the  invention  of  jnmting, 
nnght  to  l»e  explained  and  reali/ed.  In  those  ages,  the  cost 
of  multiplying  hooks  was  m  gin^at  thnt  very  few  ropie<«,  even 
of  tla'  Ix'st,  wrre  madi*  or  cuuld  be  atlonhnl;  and  the  auth«)r'3 
right  of  property  in  his  work  —  tliat  is,  hi^  rightful  control 
over  tlic  privilege  of  re-producing  it — -was  of  slender  or 
doubtful  pecuniary  value.  Homer,  of  course,  rt;cei\  i  d  norhiiig 
for  his  masterly  and  immediately,  universally  popidar  workn, 
beyond  the  few  ]>enet'  tlung  i<t  linn  hero  and  thei^  in  r»M|iulttl 
for  tin*  ])le:tsure  he  afforded  by  singing  tiiem.  Cieeio  was 
jmid  for  his  orations  by  \m  clients,  never  by  his  readers. 
And  thn«?  it  chanced  thnt  tlie  t/uli'ti/ion  of  liooks,  now  so 
absurd  and  unmeaning,  had  once  a  real  force  and  signilit  ;uuh>. 
Authoi-s.  an  n  class,  wt-re  never  rich,  ana  those  who  ^\•(  rr  \^<^>r 
had  yet  inherif'-d  a  pi-ejudice  against  li\ inLj  c)n  air.  Anil, 
aioioe  tlieix  works  had  no  pecuniary  value  when  completed. 
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they  were  very  poor  security,  while  yet  unwritten,  for  the 
Lread  that  muuit  be  eatuu,  and  the  wine  wliich  woi/lii  l-e  drank, 
"by  the  authors  while  writing  tliem.  So  each  poor  :us])iiant 
for  literary  distinction  was  ol»li;4ed,  at  the  outscit  uf  liis  vuiJer- 
takirjL:,  to  sf^k  and  find  a  jxjtron,  wealthy,  and  I'ond  of  doing 
public-spirited  acts,  or  at  least  of  the  iarue  thence  arising,  who 
would  be  wiliiqg  to  sabaist  hiux  while  at  his  work  and  reward 
him  at  its  close.  The  Bedication,  then,  was  the  author's 
public  and  fonnal  acknowledgment  of  his  obligation  to  his 
]Mtioii,*^liis  avowai  Uiat  the  ovodit  of  the  wock  crught  to  be 
diyided  between  them, — just  as  to-day  the  inventor  of  a 
meobanio]  impiOYement^  and  the  capitalist  who  supplies  the 
money  wherewith  to  perfect  and  sectue  it,  often  take  out  a 
patent  jointly.  Bat  the  Art  of  Printing,  and  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge  and  literary  apjjetite,  have  abolished 
patrons,  by  abolLshintr  tlie  lu  iM  ssity  which  evoked  tin  ni ;  so 
that  there  is  now  but  one  real  patron,  The  Publie,  and  nearly 
all  dedications  to  particular  iodividuals  are  afibcted,  anti- 
quated, and  unmftaning. 

It  is  a  very  comuKHi  bat  a  very  mischievous  notion,  that 
the  writing  of  a  bo<>k  is  creditable  per  sc.  On  the  contrar}% 
I  hold  it  (/^scredi table,  and  only  to  be  justified  by  proof  of 
Jofty  qnahtieB  and  generous  auns  embodied' therein.  To  write 
a  book  when  yen  have  nothing  new  to  oommnnicate, — 
nothing  to  say  that  has  not  been  better  said  already, — that  is 
to  injQict«a  real  iiyuiy  on  niankind.  A  new  book  is  only  to  be 
j notified  by  a  new  truth.  If  Jonas  Potts,  however  illiterate 
and  commonplace,  has  been  shipwrecked  on  Hudson's  Bay, 
and  has  tnivellcd  thence  uverLmd  to  Detroit  or  Montreal  by 
a  route  previously  unknown,  then  he  may  ^i\  e  us  a  hook  — 
if  be  will  attempt  noiuore  than  to  tell  us  as  clearly  a^  j»os- 
aihle  what  lie  cxperipnrcd  and  «mw  by  the  way, wliicli  will 
have  a  genuine  value,  and  which  the  world  may  well  thank 
him  for ;  and  so  of  a  man  who,  having  manuiactaied  chaiooal 
all  his  days,  should  favor  us  with  a  treatise  on  burning  char- 
ooal.  showing  what  was  the  relative  Talae  for  that  use  of  tha 
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various  woods ;  how  long  they  should  be  on  fire  respectively; 
how  mucli  wood  should  be  burned  in  one  pit,  and  how  the 
burning  sliould  be  inana;jcd.  Every  coutribtition,  however 
rude  and  liunibh?,  to  our  i^nowledi^u  uf  nature,  and  of  tiie 
means  by  which  lier  products  may  most  ad\  antageously  be 
made  aabaervient  to  our  needs,  is  beue&cent,  and  wocUiy  of 
our  xegaid.  But  the  fabrication  of  new  poems,  or  novels,  or 
essays,  or  histories,  which  really  add  nothing  \o  our  stock  of 
&ct8,  to  our  fund  of  ideas,  but,  so  fietr  as  the/  bavB  any  s^gnifi* 
eanoei  mmly  resay  wliat  has  been  more  Ibroibly,  intel]%ibly; 
happOy,  said  already, —  tliis  is  a  vork  which  does  less  tiuoi 
no  good, — which  ought  to  be  decried  and  put  down,  undv 
the  general  police  duty  of  abating  nuisanoes.  I  would  faaie 
every  writer  of  a  book  cited  before  a  competent  tribunal  and 
made  to  answer  the  questions  :  "Sir,  what  propasition  is  this 
book  mlended  to  set  fortli  and  t.>»ijimend  I  What  fad  does 
'it  revt'aU  What  is  its  drift,  its  purport?"  If  it  emhodies 
a  nt'w  truth,  or  even  a  new  suggestion,  though  it  seem  a 
very  mistaken  and  absurd  one,  make  way  for  it !  and  let  it 
fight  its  own  battle ;  but  if  it  lias  really  no  other  aim  than  to 
be  readable,  therefore  salable,  and  thus  to  win  gold  for  iti 
author  and  his  accomplices,  the  printer  «nd  publisher^  thffi 
1st  a  bonfire  be  made  of  its  manuscript  slieeis^  so  that  the 
world  may  speedily  obtain  from  it  all  the  light  it  is  capsUs 
of  impartiug. 

I  once  reoeiyed  a  letter  finm  a  somewhat  noted  novdisl^ 

pressing  me  to  read  thoroughly  one  of  his  works  just  isBoed, 

which  the  cover  proclaimed  his  'greatest  novel,"  and  which 
he  wished  me  to  commend  to  general  favor,  saying  he  w^s 
anxiuus  to  do  l^is  part,  toward  the  emnncipation  of  the  ]x>or 
from  their  unmerited  degradations  and  miseries.  I  was  not 
able  to  read  t]ii  liook,  —  editors  receive  too  manv  requtj&ts 
like  this ;  but  i  readied  to  the  letter ;  saying,  in  substance : 
"You  wish  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  poor.  Well: 
allow  me  to  suggest  a  way.  Take  hold  of  the  first,  pieoe  of 
▼aoant  earth  you  can  g|in  penmssion  to  use,  plant  an  sen 
with  potatoes  cnltivata  and  gather  them»  give  one  half  tft 
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Bodh  poor  oreatufeB  as  really  need  them,  and  eave  the  balaaoe 
far  your  own  Babaiflteiioe  while  you  giowmore  next  year.  In 
this  way,  you  will  do  more  toward  meliorating  the  ccmditioii 
of  the  poor  than  you  could  by  writing  novels  from  July  to 
etemity."  Hy  philanthropio  Mend  did  not  take  my  advioe^ 
*_he  did  not  even  thank  me  for  it;  bat  he  aoon  after  started 
a  newspaper,  whereof  he  sent  me  the  first  five  numben,  in 
every  one  of  whieh  I  received  a  most  onmerciM  flagellation. 
The  paper  is  since  dead ;  hat  I  have  no  doubt  ifeB  editor  coi^ 
tinued  his  cast^tions  to  the  last,  and  died  laying  it  on  with 
whatever  vigor  he  had  left  /  could  not  help  that  I  nevec 
made  any  repfy;  bat  my  convictions,  as  expressed  in  my 
letter  to  him,  remain  unchanged  to  this  day. 

Yet  kt  na  not  seem  to  disparage  the  Author^s  vocation ; 
nay:  we  daie  not^  we  cannot  There  is  no  other  earthly 
exercise  of  power  so  Olympian,  pervasivev  enduring.  Beflect 
how  many  genentt<ms,  dynasties,  empires,  have  flourished  and 
vamshed  since  the  Book  of  Job  was  written;  and  how  many 
more  wiU  rise  and  fiide^  leaving  that  sablime  old  poem  stiU 
fresh  and  liviAg.  See  Cicero,  '^Higil,  Horace,  livy,  still 
studied  and  admired  by  the  patrician  youth  of  nations  unr 
known  to  Borne  in  her  greatness,  while  ell  other  power  per* 
taining  to  the  Pagan  em  of  the  Eternal  City  has  long  sinoe 
pessed  away  forever.  Nay :  consider  how  Plutarch,  <£sohylttiy 
Plato^  living  in  a  world  so  very  different  from  ours, — in 
many  respects,  so  infantile  compared  with  ours, — can  still 
instruct  the  wisert  and  delight  tiie  most  critical  among  us, 
and  you  may  well  conclude  that  to  write  nobly,  excellently, 
is  a  far  loftier  achievement  than  to  rule,  to  conquer,  or  to  kill, 
and  that  the  truly  great  author  looks  down  on  the  little  strifes 
and  agitations  of  mankind  from  an  eminence  which  monarohs 
can  but  feebly  emulate,  and  the  ages  can  soaicely  wear  away* 

Bat  eminence  in  any  good  or  great  undertaking  implies 
intense  devotion  thereto, —  implies  patient^  laborious  exertion, 
either  in  the  dolqg  or  in  the  preparing  for  it    He  who 
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fancies  greatness  an  acciilcnt,  a  lucky  hit,  a  stroke  uf  good 
fortune,  docs  sadly  degrade  the  achievement  conteinjilated, 
and  undervalue  the  unerring  wisdom  and  intlexible  justice 
wherewith  the  univeise  is  ruled.  Ask  who  among  modem 
poets  have  written  most  admiiably,  so  far  aa  manmr  and 
inlsh  aiB  regarded,  and  the  lover  of  Poetry  leasl  aoi|iiA!iifeed 
with  literaiy  Histoty  will  unhdsitatiogly  ajiswer,  —  Pope^ 
Goldsmitib,  Qray,  Moore,  Campbell,  Bryvat,  Longfellow,  Ten- 
Hyson.  He  may  place  otheis  above  any  or  all  of  these  m 
power,  in  gieniaB,  in  fatee ;  but  he  cannot  doubt  that  tfaew 
luKve  most  smoothly,  happily,  fooltleealy,  sung  what  they  M 
to  sing,  —  that  their  thoii<7ht3  have  lost  less  than  ahnost  any 
others'  by  ialua  nii»ny  or  iiilciicity  of  expre^ision.  Then  let  him 
turn  to  l>ioj^raj>liy,  and  he  will  find  tliai  ihcse  m-.  ii  have  ex- 
celled nearly  or  quite  all  others  in  patient  study,  in  fastidious 
deteriniuution  to  inij)r()ve,  so  lonj?  as  improvement  wds  priM> 
ticable ;  in  persistent  labor,  so  long  as  labor  could  possibly 
avail.  Tt  was  quite  easy  for  Pope  to  say,  "  The  tliinas  T  have 
written  Ikstest  have  always  plea^^ed  most";  for  he  always 
atodied  and  thoi^ht  himself  fiill.of  a  aabjeet  befoie  he  began 
to  write  about  it^  and  his  composition  was  merely  a  setting 
down  and  arranging  oi  ideas  already  present  in  his  noad 
And  yet  I  apprehend  that  Posterity  has  not  ratified  his  judg- 
ment; I  mean,  tiiat  his  worha  which  "pleased  most*  when 
first  published  have  not  stood  the  test  of  time  as  weU  as  some 
^hers.  The  world  of  letters  knew  him  as  a  pains-takincf, 
laborious,  conuct  writer,  even  bet"oi*e  he  had  eslal»lished  hi 
claim  to  be  honored  as  a  grout  oim.  And  the  works  lie  wrota 
80  rapidly  he  afttMward  re\'isi^d,  (;r»iTected,  altere<l,  ncn^t, 
beton.'  allowiiii;  ilie  puVilic  to  see  tliem,  to  the  sad  L'ne(iuniu'<> 
ment  of  blasphemy  among  his  printers,  so  that  on  one  occa- 
sion his  publisher  decided  that  it  would  be  easier  to  compose 
in  type  afresh  than  attempt  to  eorrect  one  of  his  prooftb  Ke 
man  ever  wrote  better,  so  far  as  style  is  regarded  ;  because  no 
man  was  ever  more  determined  to  pubtish  nothing  that  he 
could  hnprove.  So  Goldsmith  considered  four  lines  of  Mi 
^Deserted  Village"  a  good  da/s  woik,  and  the  mid 
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ratified  his  judgment.  With  ths  kSndred  **  Elegy "  of  Gray, 
tliis  L»eli)ii;4S  to  a  scliool  of  poetry  whicli  I  do  not  tmiLscend- 
ently  admire  ;  but  its  excellence  after  its  kind,  I  jnesume,  no 
one  lias  ever  doubted.  And  it  is  related  of  Moore,  the  most 
tistidious  antl  tlio  most  melodious  writer  ot  mhi  time,  tliat  a 
friend  once  tm  \  elled  with  biui  all  day,  and  waa  suiprised  by  his 
taciturn  moodiness  and  abstraction,  until,  just  before  night, 
liift  iace  lighted  up,  and  he  exclaimed,  like  the  old  Greek  :  I 
bave  it !  That  will  do ! "  —  then  explained  to  his  startled  com- 
panicMi  tliat  he  had  been  all  day  trying  to  adyust  a  rhyme  or 
eoantezpart  to  a  line  in  one  of  his  then  unfiniBhed  poems,  and 
had  but  jnst  now  sneceeded.  It  is  thus  that  works  which  the 
world  pnses  and  embalms  are  composed*  A  style  termed 
'easy"  is  generally  obtained  at  great  expense  of  time  and 
effi>rt,  whether  in  the  immediate  compodlion  or  in  the  life'> 
lone;  preparation  for  it ;  and  he  who  calculates  on  storming 
the  ram|>arts  of  literarv^  fame  l^y  tlie  audacity,  the  impetuosity, 
of  his  Licniiis,  will  very  certainly  be  repulsed  and  diiscumtited 
The  "  kin^^dom  of  heaven"  may  "suflOer  violence,"  Imt  the 
xepuMi/c  ot  letteis  resents  aiid  repels 

0,  my  erring  friend !  delightetl  that  your  son  of  fourteen 
years  or  your  daughter  of  twelve  has  written  a  page  of  not 
intoiemble  veises,  I  pray  you  to  lay  this  lesson  to  heart  I 
I  can  flympathise  with  your  paternal  partiality ;  I  do  nol 
wonder  that  yon  are  pnmd  of  your  child's  adueTement> — ttm 
the  writing  eren  of  bad  Teraes  at  so  tender  an  age  i$  an 
achievement  in  <Hie  senae»  and  may  plausibly  be  deemed  by 
you  a  sign  of  promise,  —  but  you  are  thinking  of  the  figure 
thasc  verses  woi\ld  cut  in  the  Poet's  Corner  of  some  journal, 
of  the  praises  they  would  elicit  ainl  tlie  distinction  they 
'wuijd<l  confer  on  their  writer;  and  a^j:iinst  these  fond,  fool- 
ish, p*  rilou?^  fancies  I  most  earnestly  protest  and  warn  you. 
If  your  child  has  any  talent  —  wliich  is  possible,  thoutrb  not 
probable  ;  for  precocity  in  any  but  secret  authorship  ar^^ues 
a  low  idea  of  the  difficulties  of  creditable  composition,  and  a 
taste  easi^  satisfied,  becanse  o£  the  poiverty  of  its  oonoep- 
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tions  of  excellence, —  vStill,  it  is  possible  your  child  has  talent, 
(whicli  i  am  confident  he  did  not  inherit)  ;  and,  (/"he  has,  yoxL 
are  taking  the  very  course  to  ruin  him.  i'utl'  him  up  vnth 
tJie  conceit  that  he  is  an  autlior  at  fourteen,  and  he  will  pret- 
ty surely  liave  proved  himself  a  fool  before  he  is  twenty-five. 
But  read  over  his  composition  with  him,  and  kindly  point  out 
its  fiuilts  oar  weaknesses;  encourage  him  to  try  again^aad 
avoid  these  errors  if  possible,  but  studiously  withhold  his  pro- 
ductions from  publicity,  and  impress  him  with  the  truth  that 
to  write  feebly  or  bedljr^  —  as  he  cannot  now  help  doiiig  if  he 
writes  at  all, — is  only  cxeditaUie  or  notewOTthy  as  it  zendeis 
possible  hii  writing  well  after  he  shall  have  attained  inteUeo* 
taal  and  physical  maturity.  Thus  cultivate,  chasten,  and 
ripen  his  fiumlty,  but  never  stimulate  it ;  and  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  it  may  ultimately  ally  him  to  the  great  and  good 
of  past  age.s  ;  but  let  liim  set  out  with  the  conceit  that  hu  la 
a  prodigy,  and  his  wreck  and  ruin  are  inevitable. 

It  only  remains  to  me  to  speak  more  especially  of  my  own 
vocation,  —  the  Editor's, —  which  bears  much  the  same  rela- 
tion to  the  Author's  that  the  Bellows-blower's  bears  to  the 
Organist's,  the  Player's  to  the  Dramatist's,  Jullien  or  lists  to 
Weber  or  Beethoven.  The  Editor,  from  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  cannot  speak  deliberately ;  he  must  write 
to-day  of  to-day's  incidents  and  aspects,  tiiough  tiiese  may 
be  completely  overiaid  and  transformed  by  the  incidents  and 
aspects  of  to-morrow.  He  must  write  and  strive  in  the  fofl 
ooDSciousness  that  whatever  honor  or  distinction  he  may  ae- 
qoixe  must  perish  with  the  generation  that  bestowed  them,  — 
with  the  thunders  of  applause  tliat  greeted  Kemble  or  Jenny 
Lind,  with  the  lur.kinism  tliat  expelled  Macready,  or  the 
cheeriul  laugh  that  erewliile  rewarded  tlie  sallies  of  Burton 
or  Placide.  "N'o  other  public  teacher  lives  so  wholly  in  tho 
present  as  the  Editor  ;  and  the  nolilest  affirmations  of  un})<)]>- 
ular  truth,  —  the  most  self-sacrilicing  dehance  of  a  base  and 
selfish  Public  SentLment  that  ic^gards  only  the  most  sordid 
ends,  and  values  eveiy  utterance  solely  as  it  tends  to  pis' 


Digrtized  by  Google 


tJTERATUBB  AS  A  VOCATION,  457 

serve  quiet  and  contentment^  wliile  the  doUaa  fiill  jingling 
into  the  merobant^s  diawer,  tbe  land-jobbers  yenlt,  and  the 

xnieei's  bag,  —  can  bnt  be  noted  in  their  day,  and  vrith  their 
day  foigotten.  It  is  his  cue  to  utter  silken  and  smooth  say- 
ings, —  to  condemn  Vice  so  as  nut  to  interfere  with  the  pleas- 
ures or  abrm  the  consciences  of  the  vicious, — to  praise  and 
champion  Liltcrty  so  as  not  to  give  annoyance  or  ollence  to 
Shivery,  and  to  commend  and  {glorify  Libor  without  attempt* 
ing  to  expose  or  repi^a  any  ot  the  gainful  contrivances  by 
wkicb  Labor  is  plundered  and  degraded.  Thus  sidling  dex- 
terously between  somewhere  and  nowhere,  the  Able  Editor  of 
tiie  Nineteenth  Century  may  glide  through  life  lespectable 
and  in  good  case,  and  lie  down  to  his  long  xest  with  Uie  non- 
achievements  of  his  life  enblasoned  on  the  ybij  whitest  mar- 
ble, snnnoimting  and  glorifying  his  dust 

Theie  is  a  diffiarent  and  sterner  path,  —  I  know  not  whether 
there  be  any  now  qualified  to  tread  it, — I  am  not  snie  tfaait 
even  one  has  ever  followed  it  implicitly,  in  view  of  the  certain 
mea;_'erness  of  its  temporal  rewards  and  the  haste  wherewith 
any  iUme  acquired  in  a  sphere  so  thoroughly  e}>heraeral  as 
the  Editor's  must  be  shi'ouded  by  tlie  dark  waters  of  ol)liviou. 
This  patli  demands  an  ear  ever  ojien  to  the  plaints  of  the 
wronged  and  the  suffering,  thougli  tliey  can  never  re})ay  ad- 
Tocaejr*  and  those  who  mainly  support  newspapers  will  be 
annoyed  and  often  exposed  by  it;  a  heart  as  sensitive  to 
oppiesBion  and  degradation  in  the  next  street  as  if  they  were 
poetised  in  Brazil  or  Japan ;  a  pen  as  ready  to  expose  and 
leproTe  the  ciimes  whereby  wealth  is  amassed  and  luxury  en- 
joyed in  OUT  own  country  at  this  hour^as  if  they  had  only  been 
oonmiitted  by  Turks  or  Pagans  in  Asia  some  centuries  aga 
Such  an  Editor,  could  one  be  found  or  trained,  need  not  ex- 
pect to  lead  an  easy,  indolent,  or  whoUy  joyous  life, — to  be 
l»les>ed  by  Arclibishops  or  followed  by  the  approvin*^  shouts 
of  ascendant  luajorities ;  but  he  might  find  some  recompense 
for  their  loss  in  the  calm  verdict  of  an  aj»pro\-in!i  conscience  ; 
and  the  tears  of  tlie  despised  and  tlie  Iriendl' ] •r^'^-'Tved 
from  utter  despair  by  his  eflbrts  and  remonstrances,  nLj;4h1i 
fiDBshen  for  a  season  the  daisies  that  bloomed  above  his  grave. 
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Let  me  oondadje  bjr  mntntiiig  the  main  ptapoiilaaBS 
pBmde  aaad  -mify  tiuB  mmj.  litsnKtan  is  a  mUe  caUia^ 
Vot  onlj  wfaon  tbe  caH  olMijad  by  the  aspirant  isaiiea  fimns 
noiid  t»  be  6nlighteiied.a]id  blessed,  not  from  a  void  attmiacii 
ekmoring  to  be  gratified  and  filled.  Authombip  is  a  royal 
priesthood ;  but  woe  to  him  who  rashly  lays  unliaUowed 
hands  uu  the  ark  or  Llie  altar,  proffedsing  a  zeal  for  the  \\ollare 
of  the  Race  only  that  he  may  secure  the  confidence  and  sym- 
pathies of  ullieis,  and  use  them  for  his  own  selfish  einL^ !  If 
a  man  have  no  heroism  in  his  s<nd,  —  no  aniiiiiU  in;ji;  purpose 
beyond  living  easily  and  taring  saniptuousiy,  —  I  can  imagine 
BO  graater  miatAlai  on  his  part  than  that  of  lesorting  to  author- 
ship as  a  Toealkm.  That  such  a  one  may  achieve  what  he 
xvignrds  as  success,  I  do  not  deny  \  bat,  if  so^  he  does  it  at 
greater  risk  and  by  gieater  ezertum  than  wold  have  bsea 
leqniied  to  win  it  in  any  otlier  pasaitb  No :  it  eannot  be 
wise  in  a  selfish,  or  sordid,  or  sensual  man  to  deTote  himsdf 
to  litentnie  \  the  farful  seU-exposnre  incident  to  this  way 
of  life, — the  dire  necessity  which  constrains  the  antiior  to 
stamp  his  ovra  essential  portrait  on  every  volume  of  his  works, 
no  matter  how  carefully  he  may  fancy  he  has  erased,  or  liow 
artfully  he  may  siijipose  he  has  concealed  it,  —  this  should 
rei>(*l  from  the  vestihiile  of  the  tem{)le  of  Fame  the  foot  of 
every  profane  or  mockiu^:  worshipper.  But  if  you  are  sine 
tiiat  your  impulse  is  not  personal  nor  sinister,  but  a  desire 
to  serve  and  ennoble  jont  Bace,  lather  than  to  dazzle  and  bt 
served  by  it ;  that  you  are  ready  joyfully  to  ^'ahon  delights, 
and  live  laborious  days,**  so  that  thereby  the  well-being  of 
mankind  may  be  promoted, —  then  I  pnj  yon  not  to  believe 
that  the  world  is  too  wise  to  need  fdither  enltghtenment^  nor 
that  it  would  be  impossible  fcr  one  so  homUe  as  yooiself  te 
say  aught  whereby  error  may  be  dispelled  or  good  be  difiused. 
Sell  not  your  integrity ;  barter  not  your  independenee ;  beg  of 
BO  man  the  privilege  of  earning  a  livelihood  by  Authorship ; 
since  that  is  to  deirrade  your  faculty,  and  veiy  prolml'ly  to 
corrupt  it ;  but,  seeing  through  your  own  clear  eyes,  and  utter- 
ing the  impulses  of  your  own  honest  heart,  speak  or  write  as 
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truth  and  love  shall  dictate,  asking  no  inati  rial  recompense, 
but  living  by  the  labor  of  your  hands,  until  recompense  shall 
be  voluntarily  tendered  to  secure  your  service,  and  you  may 
fisnkly  accept  it  witliout  a  compromise  of  your  integrity  or  a 
peril  to  your  freedom.  Soldier  in  the  long  warfare  for  Man's 
rescue  from  Darkness  and  Evil,  choose  not  your  place  on  the 
battle-field,  but  joyfully  accept  that  assigned  you ;  asking  not 
whether  there  be  higher  or  lower,  but  only  whether  it  is 
here  that  you  can  most  surely  do  your  proper  work,  and  ijaeet 
your  full  share  of  the  responsibility  and  the  danger.  BeUeve 
not  that  tli'^  TT-  roic  Age  is  no  more ;  since  to  that  age  is  only 
xei^uisite  the  heroic  purpose  and  the  heroic  soul.  So  long  as 
ignorance  and  evil  shall  exist,  so  long  there  will  be  work  for 
tie  diavoted,  and  so  long  will  there  be  room  in  the  raaiks  of 
those  who,  defying  obloquy,  misapprehension,  bigotry,  and 
interested  craft,  struggle  and  dare  for  the  redemi^tion  of  the 
world.  "Of  mftlring  many  books  there  is  no  end,"  though 
ihere  is  happily  a  speedy  end  of  most  books  after  they  are 
made;  bnt  he  who  by  voice  or  pen  strikes  his  best  blow  at 
the  impostmwi  and  vices  whereby  our  race  is  debased  and 
paralyzed  may  close  his  eyes  in  death,  consoled  and  cheered 
by  the  leflection  that  he  has  done  what  he  could  for  the  eman- 
cipation and  eLevatimi  of  liis  kind. 


POETS  AND  POETET. 


WE  arc  all  bom  poets.  Not  that  every  tenanted  cradle 
holds  an  uiuleveloped  Shakespeare,  —  lai  from  it* 
Demmistrated  intellectual  greatness  is  the  prerogative  of  the 
few  ;  it  is  "the  vision,"  not  "  tiie  faculty  divine,"  wliich  is  the 
birthright  of  tlip  many.  The  grime  of  smoke  and  care  and 
sin  heavily  mwraps,  incases,  japans,  many  souls,  even  iu 
early  childhood,  —  as  we  see  childien  of  seven  years  premar 
tniely  haggard  with  sufferiiig,  aqualcn;  and  vice, — but  there 
was  a  tune  when  these  imps  were  poetB»  lacking  only  the 
power  of  expiession.  The  child  who  coiyectared  Uiat  the 
Blais  weie  bnt  chinks  or  ciannies  of  heaven, — gimlet-holcB 
hoied  in  the  adamantine  fiimament  to  let  God's  glory 
through;  tlie  prattler  who  watched  the  dayln^ttwg  evening 
sky,  until,  espying  the  first  bright  speck  through  its  dnsl^ 
medium,  she  rapturously  exclaimed,  "There!  God  has  made 
a  .star  1"  —  were  happy  only  in  expressing  the  common  im- 
pulses of  cbihlliood.  As  all  ytiuns?  children  are  actually  the- 
ists, —  believers  in  a  veritaljle,  personal,  conscious,  omnis- 
cient, omnipotent  Author  and  Ihiler  of  all  things,  and  utterly 
averse  to  suhstituting  for  this  natural,  t.-diLnVile  conception 
any  tliin  attenuation  of  Pantheistic  fog  or  "  hre-mist,"  any 
bhuik  Atheistic  assmnption,  which  gives  to  blind  Chance  or 
inexoral  ile  Fate  the  name  of  Law,  —  so  the  un corrupted  child 
instinctively  perceives  the  poetic  element  in  Nature,  realizes 
that  we  are  not  the  mere  combinations  of  gases  and  alkalies 
to  which  the  chemist's  crocible  wonld  rednoe  ns^  but  beings 
of  nqrsteiioiis  origin  and  nntold  spuitoal  foioe»  inhabiting  a 
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world  only  less  weird  and  won  li  us  than  ourselves.  The 
Frenchman,  who  was  astounded  by  die  discovery  tliat  he  liad 
been  talking  prose  all  his  life,  might  have  been  equally 
amazed  by  the  assumnce  that  he  formerly  thoiiglit,  if  he  did 
not  utter,  poetry,  —  aud  tlii^  was  as  true  as  the  other.  Every 
close  observer  must  have  noted  liow  natumlly  the  talk  of  un- 
schooled, uns])()ileil  children  takes  on  poetic  vestments,  — be- 
comes dnimatic  not  merely,  but  hyperbolic  and  imaginative 
in  a  high  degree.  Emerson  truly  says  that  the  fii*st  penjon 
who  calleri  another  puppy  or  ass  was  a  poet,  —  perceiving  in 
the  individual  conteni|tlated  a  spiritual  aptitude  to  bark  or 
bray,  as  the  case  might  be.  T  only  add  lliiit  tlie  lirst  child 
who  ever  saw  a  man  making  an  ass  of  himself,  —  wlii(  li,  with 
all  deference  to  <nir  c()mmou  pmgeuitor,  I  apjjiehend  was  tlie 
jfirst  chilli  that  ever  clearly  saw  an"\^hing  wliatever,  —  at  once 
perceived  tlie  spiritual  similitude,  and  ]:»ro1)al»ly  blurted  out 
the  nn'jjraciuus  tnitli  All  savaire  tribes  —  that  is,  all  nations 
still  in  their  mental  chddhood  —  have  a  j»oetic  litei-ature,  if 
any;  their  legends,  their  tmditicuis,  their  romances,  their 
chrunich.\s,  are  all  poi.'tic,  alike  in  substance  and  in  diction. 
Of  this  truth  our  AV)oriLrines  afford  a  readv  demonstration. 
A  stagnant  or  decrepit  race,  like  the  Chinese,  may  have  their 
prosaic  ordinances,  statutes,  records,  statistics,  ]>]iilosoj)hies ; 
not  so  a  vigorous,  elastic,  Tentouie  trilie  or  Siiracenic  emj>ire. 

Thus  we  naturally  find  some  of  the  most  atlmired  and  re- 
markable poems  —  the  Book  of  Job,  the  Hebrew  Psalms,  the 
Iliad,  and  the  Bagavhat  Geta  of  the  Hindoos  —  dating  back  to 
the  infancy  of  Society,  as  the  Inferno,  and  Shakesjteare's  and 
Milton's  niaster])ieces,  ally  themselves  with  the  infancy  of 
modem  civilization,  or  of  the  Protestant  development  thereof. 
We  laugh  at  Nimrod  Wildfire  and  kindred  etchings  of  the 
hyperbolic  or  exaggerated  modes  of*  speech  indicative  of  a 
new  country,  —  new,  that  is,  to  the  race  now  inhabiting  it ; 
the  story  of  a  Western  soil  so  fertile  that  a  crowbar,  carelessly 
thrust  into  it  overnight,  is  found  bristling  with  spikes  and 
tenpenny  nails  next  morning;  of  the  pumpkin-vine,  that 
outran  the  steed  of  the  lather  astonished  traveller;  of  the 
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Vermonti  r,  whose  chance  companioii  in  the  cutter  beliind  a 
rather  lively  nag  at  length  perplexedly  inquired,  "  What  gcavd- 
yard  is  this  we  are  passing  thiougkr'  and  was  aOBweie^ 
"  Only  the  milaBtooes  along  (he  imd,**  —  but  a  new  people 
are  irresistibly  prone  to  these  exaggemtiona  Hie  jronsig 
American,  who  goes  abroad,  finds  himself  obliged  to  modenAe 
and  tone  down  his  ordinary  oonveisatioiL  to  adapt  it  to  the 
general  level;  to  speak  of  Niagara^  or  Lake  Superior,  or  the 
glaciers  of  Switzerland,  in  the  language  that  rises  qxmtano* 
onsly  to  his  lqi8»  would  jar  the  nerves  of  his  polished  liatena% 
and  he  would  very  possibly  be  reminded,  by  some  highly 
respectable  dtisen,  that  the  view  from  the  foot  of  the  great 
cataract  at  Niagara  could  not  possibly  be  that  of  a  falling 
ocean,  since  the  narrowest  ocean  is  three  thousand  miles 
across,  while  Niajraia  is  hardly  a  luile.  The  \v«'ll-bred  I^iig- 
lishinau  ul'  tu-duy  is  so  fenced  in,  incrusted,  luUi  icaded,  with 
respectabilities,  proprieties,  decencies,  tliat  the  ixtetic  clemf»nt 
—  nay,  even  the  faculty  of  appreciating  it  —  se^ims  cii*)KuJ 
out  nf  liim  ;  heneo,  the  ihitisli  ]M)ets  nf  to-dfiy  find  a  wanner 
and  laore  uencral  ajij^reciatiun  with  us  than  at  home;  and  I 
cannot  doubt  that  there  are  many  more  Americans  than 
Britons  familiar  with  the  works  of  Scott^  Byron,  and  I  think 
even  Shakespeare.  Yet  the  Eqglish  aie  our  kinsmen ;  equal, 
but  dissimilar,  in  mental  capacities  and  aptitudes,  —  only  we 
are  still  in  the  poetic  ^ihase  of  our  national  life,  out  of  which 
they  have  passed.  We  are  too  cultivated  and  critical  to  pro- 
duce a  great  epic, — our  Washingtop  is  no  Achilles,  no  Ales* 
ander,  no  demigod,  l>ut  a  sensible,  conscientious,  omiservative 
Yiiginia  planter,  heartily  loyal  to  Church  and  King ;  yet  one 
^hom  Insane  tyranny  and  rc^  folly  converts  at  last  into  a 
rebel, — of  course,  a  more  formidable  rebel  than  any  natuial 
agitator,  leveller,  demagogue,  or  even  philosophizing  democrat, 
could  be ;  for,  wlien  7i-c  draws  the  sword  against  the  tlirone  he 
has'  revered  and  jtraycd  for  from  chihlliood,  be  sure  tliere  are 
not  many  left  to  draw  j),r  it  wliuse  supjxnt  carries  either 
moral  weight  or  ])bysi(  al  |»o\\  cr — ■  the  weiLjht  of  nuinl>er8  — 
along  with,  it   Por  Wasiiingtou,  though  a  model  ">^^r>  in  his 
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way,  is  not  a  rcpresent^itive  American.  His  calm,  sedate, 
ordt'j  Iv  iianic  of  mind  is  nut  that  which  is  luibitual  witli  or 
prized  by  the  mass  of  our  people.  Jle  is  such  a  man  as  the 
multitude  accept  aij  a  leader  in  a  perilous  and  trying  emer- 
gency, wlien  they  feel  a  pressing  need  of  the  synipatliy  and 
aid  of  the  solid  "men  of  property  and  st^uidiuL;"  in  tlieir 
innninent  .struggle ;  but,  had  not  Washington  led  the  ai  niy  of 
the  llevdhitiou,  he  would  never  have  been  chosen  President; 
as  a  pUun  Vinjinia  crentlenian,  he  would  have  been  beaten  in 
a  canvass  for  the  Legislature  bv  some  Daw  Cntckett,  S(im 
Houston,  or  Lair*y  Keitt  of  his  day,  and  would  thereupon 
have  forsworn  politics  in  disgust,  and  devoted  his  after  life 
to  his  family,  his  fai  in,  and  liiii  stock,  and  been  kn.>u n  only 
to  a  hundred  or  two  of  the  next  generation  as  an  upright 
incorruptible  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  verj-  ea|)alile  and 
soldierly  captain  of  the  militia  company  of  hi>i  neiL^lilxaiioud. 
No :  Washington,  in  an  a;^e  of  peace  and  thrift,  would  never 
have  been  "the  gray -eyed  ^lan  of  Destiny,"  —  never  been 
cheered  at  the  theatre,  nor  glorified  in  the  stai'-4>pani,ded  jour- 
nals. We  heap  such  honois  on  men  of  a  stamp  very  ditlieimt 
fi-om  liis. 

But  to  return  to  Poetiy. 

The  most  vulp^r  error  of  the  vidgar  mind  with  respect  to 
Poetry  is  tliat  which  sumeliow  confounds  it  with  irrsr,  and 
even  witli  rhinnf ;  supposing  that  a  measured  distich  or  qua- 
train, ending  with  words  of  similar  but  not  identical  sound,  is 
nece!«sarily  ftoetic.  Proud  mothers  will  often  draw  Hjrth  ir».ini 
the  deepest  recess  of  closet  or  bureau  some  luelrieal  elVusion 
of  buddin^^  son  or  daughter,  which  is  suj>]josed  to  be  instinct 
with  poetry,  because  measured  into  leet  and  t4i<Tafed  with 
Th}Tne;  when  in  fact  tliero  is  no  more  poetry  in  it  than  in 
tlie  rei|uest,  "  Pass  me  the  Vuiked  potatoes."  Rhymed  couplets 
of  regidarly  meamn-ed  find  accented  lines  are  a  fashion  of  our 
poetry,  but  no  more  cy-^'  ii^ial  to  it  than  a  silk  or  fur  hat  is  to 
tlie  character  of  a  geiuh  aian.  It  is  barely  possible  that  the 
cliild  who  has  an  addiction  to  and  knack  of  making  verses 
may  ueyertheless  possess  some  share  of  the  poetic  faculty, — 
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tiia  Divine  afiftatus,  —  but  the  presnmpdon  against  it  is  almost 
Ofyerwhebning.  The  poetic  genius  natunUly  diadaina  the 
fettoce  of  ihyine»  or  only  conscuts  to  wear  them  at  the  beck 
of  8tem  necessity.  To  the  fresh,  nnhacknejred  eonl,- kindling 
inth  lapttize  insidred  \xj  its  firat  perceptions  of  the  beauty 
inhering  in  the  wonder-works  of  God,  rhyme  is  as  nmiataral 
and  rcpulsiye  as  the  fooPs  cap  and  bells.  For,  not  mevelj  is 
it  tnie  that  there  have  been  great  poets  who  never  dreamed 
of  such  a  thing  as  rhyme,  and  clever  rhymsters  who  had  not 
the  fiuntest  conception  of  poetry,  but  there  have  been  genuine 
poets  who  failed  miserably  as  rhyming  poetasters.  Jolm 
Bunyan,  lor  example,  whose  Pilgrim's  l*rugress  is  tlie  epic  of 
Methodism,  —  (I  know,  good  reader,  that  he  was  not  t^ichni- 
cally  a  ^lethodifit,  and  that  I  onj^ht  to  have  said  Evan<relf- 
calisiii,  had  there  been  such  a  word,)  —  nnd  one  of  the  truest, 
if  ni)t  the  greatefjt,  of  British  poems,  ^note  hidcoiu?  doggerel 
whenever  he  attempted  verse,  as  the  introductiou  to  that 
same  epic  bears  testimony.  There  can  hardly  be  a  mora 
certain  evidence  that  a  child  has  cessed  to  be  poetic  than 
the  fact  that  h»'  lias  begun  to  rhyme. 

HhA  oldest  and  most  natoral — I  shonid  rather  say,  tlie 
least  mmatuial — form  of  poetic  expression,  when  poetiy 
cessed  to  be  a  purely  spontaneous  nttemnce  of  exalted  and 
overmastering  emotions,  and  became,  in  some  sense,  an  act^ 
is  that  of  paraUdum,  or  tiie  expression  of  the  same  idea  or 
sentiment  Hirough  two  succeeding  images  or  affirmations ;  tiie 
second  being  merely  cumulative  or  confinnatoiy  of  the  former. 
Hie  Hebrew  Scriptures  embody  some  of  the  earliest  and  most 
familiar  examples  of  this  pamllelism,  of  which  I  cite  liutii'a 
appeal  to  xsaumi  as  a  beauuiul  exemplification:  — 

"And  TJuth  said: 
'Entreat  me  not  U>  leave  thee, 
Vof  to  retnrD  fttmi  ftUowing  aftor  Hint 
For  whither  thou  goott  I  will  go, 
And  wlierc  thou  lcKli,'Cst  I  will  lo4g98 
Thy  people  shall  be  my  people. 
And  thy  Crud  my  God : 
mmllMmdiflatwmidK 
And  then  ifadl  I  be  1»iii«Ba*"' 
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I  4m  inolmdd  to  dean  this  pwillftlwin^  wluoh  indbnui  iH 
Hie  poetiy  of  the  BiU^  noi  ezdusmly  Hebrow*  bat  a  modi 
cf  poetia  e^raesum  natural  to  the  primitiTnB  stages  of  8odely; 
the  intellfictiial  polwrty-  of  the  Baoe ;  thou^  I  at  l^is  mo- 
laeiit  recall  fefw  examples  of  it  outside  of  Hebrew  lore.  Mungo 
Park,  the  explorer  of  Central  Atiica,  relates  that,  as  he  lay 
sick  and  su tiering  in  the  Great  Desert,  tlie  negro  women,  who 
mercifully  ministered  to  his  sore  necassities,  utterance 
to  their  sympathy  in  a  rude  song,  of  which  the  burden  lan 
tdhus: — 

"Let  OS  pity  tho  poor  white  man ; 

A  parallelism  as  })alpable^  though  not  80  pei£BC^  aa  any  in 
Job  or  Ecclesiastes. 

"  Tlic  Poet/'  says  Emerson,  "  is  the  man  without  impedi* 
HMnik"  If  80, 1  i^i»ehend  that  the  Poets  of  our  world's  ia* 
ftnoj  enjoyed  certain  marked  advantages  over  their  modem 
aoocessors.  Not  only  was  the  whole  range  of  poetie  imageiy 
then  fresh  and  nnnsed,  so  that  the  baid  was  never  conatrained 
to  discaid  a  hapgf  simile  ooooning  to  his  mind  beoause  some 
otiksr  baid  had  need  it  before  liim»  bttt»  moreorer^  bis  utte»- 
aaoe  vas  nowise  impeded  or  shaclded  by  the  necessity  of 
obeying  the  roles  or  fonnobs  established  by  pieoeduag  barde 
and  tlietr  <nitioB»  for  the  government  of  the  leslm  of  Poetry. 
If  the  soul  of  the  universe  found  expression  through  his  bom* 
in":  words, —  it  tlieir  perusal  inspired  the  reader  with  a  deeper 
aiid  truer  perception  of  tlie  iidinitc;  reason  wliich  inheres  in 
seeming  dissonance,  as  well  m  ob\ious  harmony  and  good,— - 
if  lie  were  impelled  l)y  it  to  hn  e  and  practise  virtue,  to  loathe 
vice,  yet  pity  its  victims,  and  to  count  nothing  a  defeat  or 
disaster  which  did  not  involve  a  suiTcnder  of  his  own  high 
purpose,  liis  generous  as])inition  for  human  well-being,  • —  then 
was  he  a  true  poet,  whom  the  ages  were  waiting  to  crown, 
thoogli  Fadladeen  should  demonstrate  unanswerably  his  ig* 
norance  of  the  first  rudiments  of  the  minstrers  art.    But  the 

poet  of  our  day  must  be  an  obedient  vassal  to  an  inezoiahls 
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mie, — must  ahon  roggedneas  or  wilfulness  of  exproagbnag 
a  mortal  am, — must  leepeefc  tbe  imitiaa,  and  be  loyal  to 
Thydun  and  rhyme, — or  he  cannot  indnce  the  crittca  even  to 
blast  him  with  their  thunders.  True,  a  wild  oolt  of  a  hand- 
ling will  now  and  then  revolt  against  this  despotism,  and  go 
'  prancing  and  kicking,  and  displaying  his  iU-oondiftioDed, 
shaggy  coat  across  Nature's  wide,  bare  common;  bat  tin 
critical  shrug  ultimately  kills  if  it  does  not  tame  him,  and  be 
is  left  l)ut  the  suny  cliuicB  between  subsiding  into  a  patient 
diuj -horse,  and  being  cut  up  for  dog's  meat  Mac  Donald 
Clarke,  twenty  yeai-s  ago,  and  "Walt.  AVliitmaii,"'  juat  iuav, 
imdertook  to  be  i»oets  in  defiance  of  the  canons  of  the  arl; 
but,  tlioiigli  the  latter  received  the  unnieiisuivd  indorsement 
of  lMnei"son,  and  obtained  an  immediate  currency  on  the 
strength  of  it,  I  doubt  whether  even  he,  des|)ite  liis  un<[ues- 
tionable  originality,  and  dazzling  defiance  of  what  men  have 
been  accustomed  to  regard  as  decency,  will  ever  achieve  the 
distinction  of  being  knocked  on  the  head  with  a  vdnme  of 
the  Edinburgh  Beview. 

The  earliest  poets  were*  I  apprehend,  the  shepherds  of 
Arabia^  Ghaldea,  and  that  westernmost  jut  of  the  great  Asian 
oontinent,  wherein  so  large  a  share  of  the  events  meraoiaUs 
in  Man's  history  have  transpired.  All  shepherds  are  nafto- 
rally  poets ;  or  rather,  the  loneliness,  the  silence,  and  the  aeo- 
onsness,  of  the  shepherd's  life  naturally  predispose  him  to 
poetry.  He  is  not  necessarily  and  constantly  absorbed  in  his 
daily  duties,  whicli  yet  require  of  him  a  wakeful,  aii-rt  uudei^ 
standing,  and  senses  sharpened  to  acuteness  by  the  necessity 
of  keen  p(^rce]ttion  and  watchful  observation.  When  at 
length  his  Hock  have  sunk,  at  early  evening,  to  rest,  and  the 
shepherd  crouches,  ^\Ta]»]HMl  in  his  blanket-cloak,  beside  them, 
his  mind  awakens  to  a  loftier  activity  ere  his  seniles  are  seal'-d 
in  slunil)er  i  from  his  Tnonnta in-side  elevation,  he  look^  abroad 
across  rolling  river  and  twinkling  city  —  across  valleys  wliere 
the  fog  begins  to  gather  and  wooded  ridges  fluttering  in  the 
obill  night-breeae — to  other  mountain^  vast  and  towasu^ai 
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Us  Ofwii,  and  to  heaven,  vaster  and  higher  than  them  all,  and 
tiie  feelings  of  immensity,  of  aive,  and  of  reverence  are 

stirred  within  his  soul :  if  of  a  cold,  calculating,  mathemati- 
cal nature,  he  becomes  an  astronomer,  and  l)e<;ins  to  weigh 
tlie  stai-s  in  liis  balance ;  if  of  a  fervid,  iniimlsive  genius,  his 
meclirations  melt  and  glow  int4i  poetry.  From  she])ht'rd  r;ices 
and  sliepherd  climes  have  rsuatj  forth  the  instructors,  con- 
querors, bards,  an<l  civilizers  of  the  barbarian  world. 

But  tlie  mountainous  ruLr.L^^-ilness,  the  "  cloudless  climes  and 
starry  skies,"  of  Chaldea,  Syiia,  and  Arabia,  so  unlike  the 
va-t  plains  of  Sarmatia  and  Scythia,  are  especially  favorable 
to  the  development  of  the  poetic  fire;  hence,  the  Book  of  Job^ 
ao  manifestly  pastoral  in  its  origin  as  well  as  its  ima^r^'rv,  is 
one  of  the  aublimr  st,  as  it  probably  is  the  very  oldest,  of  sur- 
viving poems.  Trae,  the  author  is  palpably  a  schokr,  an  ob- 
server, a  traveUer,  who  has  gathered  all  the  world  knew  in  hie 
day  of  astronomic  as  of  terrestrial  loro;  hat  his  hero  is  a 
Chaldean  or  Hebrew  herdsman,  living  by  the  aide  of  the 
great  Arabian  desert^  and  subject  to  the  Tnlschances  and  sud- 
den leverses  which  constancy  threaten  and  frequently  befidl 
the  shepherd^  of  that  region,  even  in  onr  own  day.  In  its 
magnificent  im£^Tery,  as  well  as  in  its  characters  and  inci- 
dents, Jol)  is  the  simplest  and  grandest^  well  a^j  oldest,  of 
pastoral  poems. 

9 

A  shepherd  l>oy,  k(^pping  his  flock  on  the  sterile  mountains 
of  Juden,  in  cmstant  peril  from  the  savage  beasts  and  not 
le.ss  savaj:e  men  of  tlie  desert,  —  "a  cunning  player  on  an 
harp,"  sought  out  by  King  Saul's  servants  to  expel  the  evil 
spirit  which  had  taken  possession  of  their  master  (alas  that 
the  evU  spirits  which  gain  control  of  rulers  cannot  always  be 
thus  exorcised !), — a  battler  for  his  race  and  Mth  and  native 
land»  volunteering  to  encoimter,  while  still  a  mere  lad,  the 
giant  champion  of  their  mortal  foe,  and  vanqnishii^  him  in 
deadly  combat^ — a  fugitive  from  the  jealous  madness  of  his 
loyal  master,  into  whom  the  Evil  One  seems  to  have  again 
antsved,  and  'them  intrenched  hamself  beyond  dialodgemanl 
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Ijjrthe  powmof  music, — a  tecdj  and  desperate  mndenf 
tod  oatlaw  fbr  yean,  canyiiig  his  life  in  his  bttud, — tbni 
the  anointed  moiwtch  and  idolized  hero  of  his  nation, — tfastt 
dethroned  and  put  to  flight  by  the  ingtatatnde  and  perfi^  of 
his  &yonte  son  and  the  fickle  levity  of  his  people,  —  agaia 
restored  to  a  thione  of  increasing  splendor,  and  dying  peace- 
ftiUy  and  regally  in  extreme  old  age,  at  the  summit  of  his 
power  and  gloty, — if  I  were  required  to  name  liiat  one  whs 
of  all  men  had  lived  the  moet  arduous,  starring,  ^entfol  life, 
most  lull  of"  violent  contrasts  and  trying  situations,  of  love 
and  war,  of  glorv  and  liiiniiliation,  I  must  say,  David,  king  of 
Israel.  A  life  so  full  of  aVisorbing  action  woul<l  seem  to  givd 
little  chance  for  literarv  culturtr  or  acliieveriient ;  and  vet  thii 
warrior  king,  who  could  not  l)e  perniitted  to  huild  the  Vjt\\\\, 
Temple  to  his  God,  hecause  he  had  V>een  a  man  of  "\doienc€ 
and  hlood,  lias  bequeathed  us  so  many  Psalms  in  which  the 
waitmg,  contrite  souls  of  ages  so  remote  and  races  so  diverse 
as  ours  from  his  find  a  fuller  and  fitter  ex^n^ssioa  of  their 
aspirations  and  their  needs  than  all  the  piety  and  genius  of 
intervening  ages  have  heen  able  to  indite.  Yes,  this  untaught 
shepherd  son  of  Jesse,  this  leader  in  many  a  sanguinary 
this  man  of  a  thousand  fitults  and  many  crimes^  knew  honr 
to  sweep  the  chords  of  the  human  heart  as  few  or  none  hsfS 
eyer  touched  them  before  or  since,  —  to  take  lliat  hearty  wiift 
an  its  firailty,  its  error,  its  sin,  and  lay  it  penitently,  plead- 
ingly, at  the  footstool  of  its  Maker  and  Judge,  and  teadi  it 
by  what  utterances,  in  what  spirit,  to  implore  forgiveness  and 
help.  Other  thrones  have  theif  sucoessions,  dynasties,  their 
races  of  occupants ;  but  David  reigns  unchallenged  Kiog 
of  Psalmody  till  Tmiu  shall  be  no  more. 

m 

Of  Greek  Toetry  I  have  a  rieht  fo  say  hut  little.  The 
general  impression  it  makes  on  me  is  tliat  of  youthful iu\ss  on 
the  j)art  of  its  autliors.  The  most  learned  amont;  us  do  not 
know  those  old  Gretiks  very  wtdl;  and  I  am  often  imjx  lled  to 
wonder  whether  the  versatile,  elastic,  cheating,  unreliaWe 
Greeks  of  our  day  are  not  lineal  desoendants^  not  of  the 
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flpartans,  perliaps,  but  of  the  Atheoiana  and  Aigiyea  oi 
irliether  the  latter  did  not  hate  work  and  lovo  profit  as  mvA 
•8  the  EftDariote  or  the  Greek  trs/der  of  oar  time;  iu!^ 
whether  the  SpartanB  tbeniselyes,  jplw  a  few  satisfactoiy 
floggings,  are  not  reproduc  ud  in  tho  warrior  moimtainesra  (jf 
Albania  and  the  fierce  robber  bands  which  infest  the  pasaef 
and  plains  of  Thessaly.  Truo,  the  Athenian  of  to-day  i| 
behind  the  citizens  of  Western  Europe  in  culture,  in  courage, 
and  in  most  manly  virtues ;  but  may  h»  not  be  as  far 
advance  of  the  Western  Asiatic  of  Xerxes'  or  Darius's  raigft 
aa  were  tlie  countryman  of  Miltiades  or  Alexander  ?  fiuropf 
nmih  of  the  Alps  has  imquestionably  advanced;  may  not 
Greece  have  siiii[ily  stood  still,  instead  of  retrograding  ?  The 
solution  of  tills  (loaht  Ib  to  be  found,  not  in  the  prowess  nor 
the  phyaioal  achievements  of  the  old  Oreeks,  bat  in  theiy 
litenitnre,  and  especially  their  tragedy. 

The  Greek  epic  hekl  substantisdly  the  place  of  the  modeni 
aorel;  I  cannot  m  confidently  say  Uiat  the  nm^i  JUU  thf 
place  of  the  epio.  Dbe  epic  embodied  and  pvaeanted  human 
life  iintkr  its  more  heroic  and  majestic  aspects,  —  the  life  of 
tlie  patriot,  ready  to  seal  his  devotion  with  his  blood.  Greek 
liie»  aa  depicted  by  Homer,  ia  rode  and  aterile ;  its  pleasures, 
gnaa  and  aenaual;  ita  goda,  men  and  women  endowed  witk 
supernatural  powei^,  but  not  at  all  distinguiahed  by  supeiw 
natoxal  virtaes.  It  would  be  very  liflii  In  me  to  pronounce 
Homer  numotonooa,  and  at  tiinfla  tedious,  when  the  scholar^ 
who  know  him  ao  much  better,  say  exactly  tlie  reverse  ;  so  J 
will  not  haiaid  the  crilioiam,  though  I  shall  privately  cheriak 
my  own  opinioEO.  I  wonder  if  any  one  dae  ever  detected  or 
faiK  ied  a  resemblance  between  the  roll  of  Homer^a  heroes  and 
Catlin's  i^allery  of  Indian  portnaits  ? 

Tlie  Epic  is  the  utterance  of  a  ruder  age  tlian  OUie.  Thf 
scholar  still  pniaea  it, — he  thinks  he  ddights  in  it, — but  i| 
is  the  ddi^tof  association,  of  comparison, of  remembrance,  — * 
not  of  direct  and  simple  enjoyment.  Who  ever  heard  of  an 
elitiun  of  the  Iliad  in  translation  being  required  by  the 
alassieal  youth  of  (}nat  firitein,  of  thia  or  oi  «iqr  Oftbir  JWt^ 
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em  ooontry  t  I  approhend  tliat»  for  each  copy  of  any  gzeal 
epic  to  be  found  in  the  handi  txt  under  the  piUow  of  Uie 
youth  in  all  our  common  achools,  you  may  find  ten  oopiei 
of  the  Aialttan  Nights  or  of  oertain  of  Btckan^a  Novek 
Only  by  those  who  have  been  impelled  to  study  them  as  a 
task  are  the  great  epi(»  stiU  read ;  and  by  these  rather  as  a 
habit  or  duly  than  as  a  geauine  pleasuxa 

Yet  we  must  be  gratefid  to  the  orsafeois  of  the  Epic,  since 
to  tlicni  aie  we  indebted,  by  direct  transmission,  by  lineal 
descent,  for  Tragedy,  the  broadest,  the  deepest,  ihc  iiio9.t  vivid, 
expression  of  human  emotions  and  a^iiations.  /Eschylus  • 
is  the  true  child  of  llctnier,  and  that  grand  Athenian  stage 
whei^ou  the  passions,  the  impulses,  the  liojjes,  the  fears,  the 
love,  piety,  guilt,  revenge,  remorse,  whieh  make  up  our 
strangely  compounded  Human  Nature,  were  depicttnl  so  in- 
tensely as  never  before  nor  since,  was  the  outgrowth  of  thoee 
lofty  and  stirring  nin  itions  wherewith  "that  bUnd  old  man 
from  Scio's  rocky  isle"  was  wont  to  beguile  the  hours  and  ii^ 
spire  the  hearts  of  the  ancestors  of  Pericles  and  Plato.  From 
the  goat-song  of  the  Mime»  tiie  cart  of  Thespis,  the  rude 
chant  ci  the  ballad-singer,  the  monokigue  of  tiie  legendaiy, 
the  dialogue  of  the  satirist,  i?as  rapidly  daborated  that 
skipely  and  towering  tsMo  of  Grecian  Tragedy  which  must 
awe,  delight,  and  instruct  mankind  through  ages  yet  to  be. 

The  aigument  of  Tragedy  is  the  struggle  of  Man  with  His* 
fortune,  —  the  spectacle  of  Virtue  enduring  the  buffets  of  Ad- 
▼BTsity,  and  of  Crime  overtaken  by  the  shafts  of  Retribution. 
But  Greek  Tra^^edy  essayed  a  loftier  fliL^lit  tlian  oui-s,  and  pre- 
sent^'d  the  sullering  but  uudannted  human  soul  enduring  and 
defying  the  bolts  of  Fate,  the  anger  of  the  immortal  crods. 
We  see  there  tiuilt  hurried  irresistibly  to  its  awful  doom, — 
inexorable  Nemesis  visiting  the  puiii-lniieuL  of  evil  deeds 
even  upon  the  gmnd^-liildren  and  great -gnindchildren  of  tlie 
evil-doer, — -tlie  fair,  the  gentle,  and  the  good,  bowing  to  the 
destiny  invoked  by  the  sin  of  some  progenitor,  —  and  this  is 
not  unlike  what  experience  and  literature  have  elsewhere 
made  funiliar;  but  Prometheus,  chained  to  his  rock  and  snf- 
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fering  the  tortures  of  the  damneii  for  having  dared  to 
enlighten  and  bless  mankind,  yet  calm-souled  and  defiant, 
awaiting  the  unknown  but  inevitable  hour  which  shall  de- 
throne his  jealous  and  fearful  Olympian  tyrant,  and  bring 
him  deliverance  and  recompense,  this  is  a  conception  peculiar 
to  Greek  Tragedy,  and  the  lesson  of  stoical  endurance  and 
intellectual  force  taught  by  it  is  witliout  a  modem  parallel 
Nor  must  we  i-ashly  conclude  tliat  the  great  teagic  poets  were 
irreverent  or  hostile  to  the  religion  of  their  age  and  race. 
Behind  the  fable  of  Prometheus  rests  the  grand,  eternal  trath, 
that  aU  the  forces  of  the  universe  are  subject  to  the  mozal 
law;  that  Good  is  the  measure  and  true  end  of  Powv; 
that  tyranny  and  cruelty  would  still  be  what  they  are  if 
their  responsihlfi  author  were  armed  with  celestial  thundeiv; 
that,  if  there  could  be  a  more  Iwnignant  and  just  beiajg 
than  the  Deity,  that  being  would  then  be  God. 

Let  me  venture  to  cite  one  passage  from  the  .^EgamemiKni 
of  .^Bchylus  as  rendered  by  Biihvnr  in  his  Athens, — not  one 
ehanctemtic  of  Greek  Tragedy,  but  one  which  the  reader  of 
poet]cy  wiE  readily  contrast  with  familiar  passages  of  Scott 
and  Byron.  It  is  that  in  which  Clytemnc<^tra  announces  to 
the  chorus  the  glad  tidings  of  the  capture  of  Troy,  —  said  ti- 
dings having  been  transmitted  hj  the  good  ohl  £ie4ekgSBpb 
of  parimitive  times: — 

"  A  gleam,  —  it  gleam  from  Ida's  height, 
BjTtiieflra^feBt,  Heune; 
Ikom  iraldi  to  watch  it  leaped,  thai 

A*  a  rider  rodo  the  flnmo ! 
It  shot  throngh  the  startled  sky, 

And     tonih  of  tluit  Uuing  gloij 
Old  Lemnos  caoghiOB  llig^ 
.  On  its  holy  pmrnontorv. 

And  sent  it  on,  the  jocnnd  sifrn. 

To  Athos,  mount  of  Jove  divine. 
Wndlf  dM  while  it  toM  fhm  the  Ua^ 

So  that  the  might  of  the  j<Turneying  light 
8kimmf-(i  over  the  bock  of  the  (rlcamiqg  Mliiftl 

Farther  and  faster  speeds  it  on, 
TIU  the  wtteh  that  keep  Maebtai' Jrtaepk — 

Sta  it  bant  lika  •  bfaniag  an  I 
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On  bis  totrardad  Meepf 

No  1  rapid  and  red  doth  the  wild-fire 
It  flashes  afar  on  the  waywnnl  stream 
Of  the  wild  Euripns,  the  rtiithing  beam  I 
It  rooMf  tlM  light  08  MampiM't  height, 
ikad  tt^  M  ill  bratfa  iistli  the  vttbmd  Mh. 
But  it  may  lu^  stay! 
And  nwny,  —  nw>iy, — 

JX  bounds  in  iti>  fn>hoiun|(  mighl. 
Silent  aud  soon, 
Lflce  »  bimdened 

It  passes  in  sheco, 

And  btirsts  on  Cidueron  gray. 
The  •wiinler  wiikcs  to  the  signal  rays. 
And  it  »wuo|ni  from  the  hill  with  a  broader  biases 

On — on  tiie  iery  glory  tod^— 

Thy  lonely  bOp^  Qmnjs^  f^oiisd,— 

To  Mfigara's  mount  it  eaise; 
They  feed  it  a^rain, 
And  it  streams  amain,  — 

A  gint  bond  of  llflBW  t 
Tb»  bwilAig      UmI  dulE^  down 
O'er  the  Sasonio  vatcrs  frown, 
Are  pas«»ed  with  the  swift  one's  lurid  stride, 
And  the  huge  rock  glares  on  the  glaring  tidfl^ 
With  mightiw  march  aud  iercer  pow«r 
ItgabMd  AvMluio'a  ncighlMMriag  tow«r,«« 
Thence  on  our  Argive  roof  its  rest  it  WOD, 
Of  Ida's  fire  tlio  loni^'-dc-ieondccl  sou? 
Bright  hiu-biager  of  glorv  aiul  of  it)y ! 
So  first  and  last,  with  equal  honor  crowned, 
III  aobmn  Ibwti,  the  noo-toreh  dveles  nmnd. 
And  these  my  heralds  !  this  my  Sign  of  Peace! 
T  n  !  while  we  breathe,  the  victor  lord*  of  Qxvis^ 
Stalk,  in  stem  toninlt,  through  the  huIU  of  Troy  I " 

The  Bomans  were  sever  a  poetic  peopk.  £pictireaDS,  who 
p^oflophized  in  yei8e»  like  Horafie;  biting  aatinsts,  like 
Juvenal ;  happy  weeveie  into  yerae  of  legeoduy  lorei,  like 
YiigO,  the  Longfellow  of  that  sole  age*  the  Angnstan,  in 
which  Bomaii  litemtnie  seems  to  have  been  at  all  worthjr  of 
the  nustreaa  of  the  civilked  world ;  ooncise,  critioal,  eaeslic^ 
pains-taking  annalists  the  Bomans  weie^hnt  not  poets.  Thdr 
hest  metrical  productions  have  a  seocmd^hand  flavor ;  they 
smell  of  the  lamp ;  thej  woold  have  been  diiSarent^  or  never 
have  been  at  all«  had  there  been  no  Greece. 
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Sbowoii  8^  eartaiii  agas  m  teraied  Dak,  teoiiiia  m 
«  in  the  daric  with  legaid  to  tiiem.  Tluwe  who  wiU  ma^ 
•arign  a  kindred  reason  for  my  aammption,  that  there  was  no 
poetry  woiih  traamiing  and  pmising  written  bfitwein  tba 
Augustan  age  and  the  time  of  Dante,  and  that  one  needa  to 
he  at  least  aa  good  a  Catholic  as  I)ante  to  appraoiate  and 
enjoy  the  Infenia 

When  I  assume  that  English  Poetry  for  iis  l)egiiis  with 
Shakespeare,  I  nm-st  not  be?  misunderstood.  That  there  is 
merit  of  a  certain  kind  in  Cliaiictir,  in  Spenser,  and  other 
British  rhymera  before  the  age  of  Queen  iViss,  is  of  course 
mmiifejjt  But  who  in  our  day  ever  sat  down  to  read  Chaucer 
or  Sj>enser  otherwise  tlian  as  a  Uisk,  —  soiiietliiMg  requisite  to 
a  competent  knowledge  of  Eni^hsh  literature  ?  For  my  part, 
I  say  frankly  that  I  hold  The  Faery  Queene  a  bore,  and  never 
had  patience  to  complete  its  peruaaL  Its  allegorical  repre- 
eentatione  of  our  good  and  evil  impulses  are  tediona,  fantastic, 
unreal,  insutTerable.  They  probably  instoucted  and  delighted 
the  geneiaticii  fat  which  they  wete  written ;  but  their  fra* 
glance  haa  departed.  Iaj  them  xeapectiiilly,  tenderly  down 
to  theur  loqg  raat^  and  let  the  g^therii^  duet  alowly  boxj 
tiiem  out  of  aight! 

But  of  that  Taat»  ''n^riad^mhuled''  Shakeapeaie,  ^^lat 
eball  I  aay  ?  Tme,  I  do  not  love  him ;  hot  do  I  the  leaa  ap» 
{mciate  and  admire  his  intellectual  foree  and  grandeor  I  Be- 
cause I  profoundly  hate  his  Toryism,  shall  I  disparage  his 
iim^uestioned  and,  in  its  way  nnex|ualled,  genius  ?  Becaust!  I 
am  comptdl<Hl  to  jx^rceive  that  his  jokes  are  often  sony  and 
his  puTis  mainly  detestable,  must  I  he  presumed  to  deny  tliat 
his  humor  is  delicious  and  his  ima^iuative  faculty  beyond 
that  (»t  any  other  mortal  ?     l»v  no  means. 

1  am  ])r(»v(»ked  liy  \m  ingrain  Toryism,  because  it  seems  at 
^moe  unnatural  and  irrational.  I  will  not  deny  that  the  maea 
of  men  are  base,  —  possibly  lu  baae  aa  he  represents  them,— 
I  will  only  insist  that  theie  are  capacities,  poasibilitiea*  in  thSa 
abused  nature  of  onie,  b^rond  our  actual  achievement^  or  he* 
yond  hie  appfehenaiott  of  that  achieveiaent.  £vea  if  it  were 
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otherwise,  he,  a  child  of  the  people,  the  son  of  a  woollea- 
draper,  should  not  have  heen  fiist  to  discover  and  prookim 
the  defdoiable  &ct  Yet^no  antociat  horn  in  the  pfiuple  nomp- 
ished  a  moie  piofoimd  contempt  for  the  zabble,  the  canaiDe^ 
the  oi  poUoif  than  this  vagabond  by  statute  and  venison-tfaief 
byconviction.  In  his  game,  only  the  court-cards  connt ;  alltiis 
rest  go  for  noising.  We,  the  untiiLed,  undistingnished  maasee^ 
axe  not  merely  clo^w  and  poltroons,  fit  only  for  bntts  for 
knightly  jests,  and  hardly  good  enough  to  he  meat  for  knightly 
swords,  but  there  is  a  constant,  thougli  quiet,  assumption  that 
this,  as  it  ever  has  heen,  must  continue  to  be  forever.  You 
woukl  naturally  suppose  that  grandest  event  in  modern  his- 
tory, the  discovery  of  the  Western  continent,  wliich  was  still 
recent  in  his  day,  and  which  must  have  been  tlie  theme  of 
many  a  convei-sation  in  his  presence  among  the  Ealeighs, 
Drakes,  and  other  daring  spirits  of  that  stirring  time,  who 
had  personally  visited  the  New  World,  woidd  have  inspired 
even  in  his  breast  some  hope  of  a  fairer  future  for  Humanity 
on  earth,  —  some-aspiration,  at  leasts  for  a  Social  Order  wherein 
Bank  and  Wealth  should  not  beeveiytliing,  and  Man  nothing; 
— but  no :  I  cannot  recall  evena  passing  allusion  to  Amenca, 
save  that  most  inaccumte  one,  "the  still  Text  Bermooth^** 
and  never  once  an  intimation,  a  suspicion,  that  the  oonunoa 
lot  might  be  meUoiated  through  the  influence  of  Uie  aetUe- 
ment  and  civilization  of  this  side  of  the  globe.  Of  oouiee, 
the  actoi^manager-author  meant  no  disrespect  to  us  An^o- 
Americans  in  prospect,  nor  yet  to  our  Franco^American  neigh- 
bors just  north,  nor  to  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  Americans 
south  of  us ;  it  was  only  a  way  he  had  of  viewing  everything 
with  an  eye  which,  thongli  it  oft,  "  in  fine  frenzy  rolling," 
might  "  glance  from  heaven  to  earth,  1 1  oai  earth  to  huiven," 
never  penetrated  laterally  much  beyond  tlie  fogs  of  l>)u- 
don  and  the  pahiee  of  Whitehall,  and  not  only  saw  in  the  mil- 
lion merely  the  counters  wherewith  kings  and  nohles  played 
their  gallant  game,  hut  refused  to  see  in  them  the  possibility 
of  hecoming  anything  hetter. 
Whether  Shakespeare  the  monarchist  or  Milton  the  repub- 
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lieaa  wm  inteillecfcaalLy  the  gvratost  Ewglighinan  who  ever 
livedo  I  will  not  judge ;  hat  none  can  doabt  that^  morally, 
MOton  WB8  hj  fan  the  superior.  His  purity  oC  life  and  noUe- 
nesa  of  aim ;  his  constancy  to  the  republican  cause  aiter  it 
had  been  irretrievably  ruined ;  in  shorty  bis  every  act  and 
-word,  prove  his  immeasurably  the  nobler  nature.  Shake- 
speare, the  Tory  and  Courtier,  had  he  lived  an  &ge  later, 
could  never  haw  dared  aud  suffered  for  his  convictions  £i3 
Iklilton  did  fur  liis.  Nor,  though  lie  has  writt-en  many  tiner 
passa^jes,  which  have  found  ten  times  as  many,  delight^ 
readers  as  aught  of  Milton's  has  found,  or  perhaps  will  ever 
find,  can  I  recall  one  passage  from  Shakesj^eare,  M'hich  dui.d 
his  manhood  such  honor  as  is  retlected  on  Milton's  by  his  two 
sonnets  on  his  blindness,  which,  howevex  familiar^  I  aball 
malcB  no  apology  for  citing : — 

ON  HIB  BLIHDNBBS. 

When  I  consider  bow  my  light  ia  spent 

Sre  bftif  my  days,  hi  tkk  dask  world  tnd  wUeb 

And  that  OM  ttlaiit  wliidi  te  dMih  to  UdSp 

T  Igcd  with  me  mdeM,  Aiani^  mj  wniI  mom  bent 

To  scn  e  therewith  my  Mnker,  and  present 
My  true  account,  lest  he  returning  chide ; 
"  Doth  God  exact  day-labor,  light  denied  ?  " 
Ifondl/Mk:  Batfititoo^  lopnrait 
That  mnmiur,  soon  repIiiM»  *'  God  doth  not  aaed 
Either  man's  work  or  Htn  ovm  pfts ;  w!io  best 
Bear  His  mild  yoke,  thov  serve  Ilim  best :  His  stale 
Is  kingly ;  thousandB  Ht  Wi:i  bidding  speed. 
And  post  o'er  land  and  oeeu  wiUioQt  ntt; 
Tlwf  abo  wm  who  onlj  itMid  and  wiit." 


TO  CTBIAC  SKINNKit. 

Cyriac,  this  three  years,  day  these  eyes,  tfioagliclonv 

To  outward  view,  of  blemish  or  of  spot, 

Beivft  of  light,  their  seeing  have  forgot, 

Kor  to  ikdr  ifle  orba  doth'  sight  appear 

Of  Mill,  or  mooo,  or  star,  thronglMmt  dM  yaar, 

Or  aum,  or  woman.  Tat  I  atgua  not 
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Against  Hmvoa's  hand  or  will,  nor  b|L|e  aJ(H 

Of  liMtf(orlMi|ie;  tmt  ttill  bear  «f  and  tlov 

Blgh(  Qiivanl.    What  !-iip]>om  mc,  duflt  dlOQ  ask  t 

The  conscience,  Frioiul,  t'  have  lost  dMm  orCfpliad 

In  LilKTU''?  ffpfojicx!,  iny  noble  task, 

Of  which  ail  Eum{>c  rings        side  to  fiida. 

Tliis  thought  might  lead  me  Aroogh  the  woild'a  nunrit 

ODtttm^  though  blind,  had  1  no  bettor  guide. 

floioli  bentamaiitB,  not  only  uttered  but  Uned,  tiie  efllnz  of 
a  iereii6p  migettie  boo],  whieh  ealamily  could  not  daimtk  nor 
InimOktLoii  dejuM,  not  mevely^  honor  our  common  nature^  ~ 
they  exalt  and  ennoble  it  Shakeepeaie  could  no  more  hav^ 
written  thus  of  himeelf  than  Milton  oonld  have  created  an4 
gloated  oyer  the  eheiacter  of  FUetaft 

Of  later  Engliah  poets,  prior  to  thcee  of  the  rei^  of  George 

III.,  I  regard  Pope  alone  as  deserving  of  remark ;  aud  he  iiiixiiily 
because  uf  the  uumeasm'ed  eulogies  of  B}tc«i  and  others,  who 
certainly  should  be  judges  of  poetry.  Foi  myself,  while 
esteeming  him  a  profound  philosoplier  and  !n<jr,ilisl,  and  the 
king  of  ^'ei-se-makers,  T  should  hardly  account  him  a  poet  at 
alL  **  The  liape  of  the  Lock  "  is  undoubtedly  a  clever  poem 
of  the  slighter  or  secondary  order;  but  veiynuioH  of  Pope'a 
Terse,  had  it  been  oast  in  the  mould  of  proiiy  ironld  never 
have  struck  ns  as  essentially  poetic.  For  all  the  poetry  they 
contain,  some  of  his  satirical  verses  might  better  have  taken 
4he  form  of  proee,  not  to  speak  of  those  whioh,  for  the  sake  ctf 
decency,  had  better  not  been  written  at  all  And  so  I  say  of 
Goldsmith,  Thomson,  Oowper,  Toung,  and  their  British  co* 
temporaries:  they  understood  the  knack  of  verse-writing; 
they  did  well  what  they  ooderteok;  their  effusions — "The 
Deserted  YiUage,**  especially — may  still  be  read  with  a  mild 
and  temperate  enjoyment ;  but  a  thousand  such  bards  would 
never  have  created  a  National  Poetry, — never  have  produced 
anything  which  other  nations  would  eagerly  tr;ui shite  and 
deliglitedly  treasure.  Essentially,  tliey  are  not  poety,  but  essay- 
ists, sometimes  moralists  or  sermonizers  ;  at  others,  roniauci'rs 
or  story-tellers ;  but  they  produced  nothing  which  manldnf^ 
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OOUlrl  not  easily  sparo.  I^et  ihem  glimmer  awhile  in  their 
ddoeut^  inoffensive  mediociitj,  then  sink  into  a  kind  obJLivioiL 

.  The  credit  of  ushering  in  the  Itriglitest  etu  of  British  Poetry 
belongs  to  the  Scotch  plongluiian  and  nistic,  Eohert  Bums. 
This  man  of  many  laulUs  and  sins,  who  little  deemed  himself 
Biimmuued  to  do  tlie  worlv  of  a  literaiy  reformer,  \va,s  yet  fated 
to  bnish  aside  tlie  sickly  sentimentalisms  and  fanta^jt  ic  cim- 
ceits  of  ail  artificial  age,  and  teacli  I'oetry  to  speak  on*  r  m  *re 
to  the  soul  in  accents  of  Truth  htmI  Nature.  At  tlie  sound  of 
his  honest,  manly,  burly  voice,  the  jiNinphs  and  go(Ulesses,  the 
Cldoes  and  Strephons,  of  a  dawdling  and  \mreal  gcnciration 
vanished,  and  Poetry  once  more  8ix>k(^  from  heart  to  lieart  in 
her  own  unmuffled,  undisguised  voice,  and  was  joyfully  recog- 
nized and  welcomed.  I  know  that  citations  may  he  made 
from  13urns  Avhich  would  seem  to  contradict  this  sUitement ; 
but  they  ]>rove  only  that  he  was  at  times  fitfully  ensnared  hy 
the  Delilahs  whose  sorceries  he  was  nevertlu  lcss  destined  to 
vanquish  and  conclude.  "A  man's  a  man  lor  a'  that,"  "The 
T^va  Dogs,"  "The  Cottar's  Saturday  Night,"  and  many  more 
such,  will  for  generations  be  read  and  admired  in  the  gas- 
lightod  drawing-room,  and  by  the  log-calun  fireside,  as  vindi- 
cations of  the  essential  and  i)roper  nobility  of  Hunian  Nature, 
and  of  the  truth  that  virtue  and  vice,  worth  nnd  wortlilessness, 
fame  and  shame,  are  divided  by  no  pecuniaiy,  no  social,  line 
of  demarcation,  but  may  each  be  found  in  the  palace  and  in 
the  hovel,  —  under  the  casque  of  a  noble  or  the  cai>  of  a  Imnr. 
In  the  character  and  works  of  Robert  I'urns  is  the  tii  st  answer 
of  the  dumb  Tnillimia  to  the  taunts  and  sluis  of  Sliakespeajre. 

The  great  French  Revolution  —  if  I  should  not  rather  say, 
the  great  mental  world-revolution  which  preceded  and  im- 
pelled the  French  —  ushered  in  a  new  era  in  Literatnre,  and 
especially  in  Poetry.  Bums  was  the  herald  or  foterutmex  of 
this  era,  but  he  did  not  live  to  mark  its  advent. 

I  do  not  rank  Walter  Scott  with  the  poets  of  our  centur^". 
Though  ehponokigioaUy  hie  plaoe  is  among  them»  he  belongs 
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essentially  to  another  epoch,  or  at  least  to  the  period  of  tran- 
sition. The  morning-star  of  this  era  was  Keats  ;  its  lurid  and 
oft-clouded  sun  wm  ByroTi  K*'ats  was  a  di-L-amy  and  posi- 
tive youth,  wliose  soul  louud  in  poetiy  it^'^  natural  expression; 
but  who  had  not  attained  the  maturity  of  his  genius,  the  per- 
fection of  his  utterance,  when  a  harsh  and  withering  criticism 
killed  him.  Byron  ma  a  wild  and  dissohitc  young  lord,  who 
had  made  one  tolerably  good,  and  many  weak,  if  not  inexcua- 
ably  bad,  attempts  at  poetry,  when  a  severe  but  just  critique 
stong  him  to  madness,  and  his  wrath  and  bittenkess  flashed 
and  glowed  into  endating  versa  His  indignation  was  vol- 
canic ;  bnt  the  lava  it  ejected  was  molten  gold, — salphmoa^ 
as  volcanic  dischaiges  are  apt  to  ba  As  the  death-freighted 
thnnderbolt^  which  often  stnns  and  slays,  has  been  boown  to 
nnseal  the  eais  of  the  deaf  and  the  reason  of  the  idiots  so  the 
harsh  discipline  which  crashed  the  poet  Keats  made  a  post 
of  the  second-rate  poetaster  BjTon. 

'\A'hcn  1  assiiiu  to  Byron  a  very  high,  if  not  the  highest, 
place  among  nHxkm  Euijlish  poets,  I  will  only  ask  those  who 
differ  from  me  to  instaiice  another  whose  writinf^  have  Ix^en 
go  widiily  read,  or  have  exerted  so  marked  an  influence  on  the 
age  in  wliich  they  appeared  and  tlie  generation  then  in  their 
teens.  I  do  not  commend  that  influence,  —  I  realize  that  it 
does  not,  on  the  whole,  conduce  to  a  more  confiding  faith  in 
either  God  or  man.  Byion's  poems,  equally  with  his  life, 
letters,  and  conversation,  excnse,  if  they  do  not  justify,  De 
Stael'^  5?avage  characterization,  "  He  is  a  demon."  Bead  Cain 
and  Manfred  considerately,  then  take  np  Goethe's  "EmnC 
and  study  the  rdfo  of  Mephistopheles,  and  yon  will  he  tempted 
to.  guess,  since  €k)ethe  conld  not  well  have  modelled  his 
,  demon  after  Byron's  life,  that  Byron  mnst  have  modelled  his 
character  on  that  of  Goethe's  devil 

It  wonld  be  adifficnlt  task  to  write  an  honest  life  of  Byioa 
that  would  be  adapted  to  tiie  use  of  Sunday  schools,  unless 
you  were  to  do  as  he  promised  in  the  openinj?  of  Don  Juan, 
but  failed  to  jierfonn,  wlien  he  gave  out  that  his  story  would 
be  a  moral  one,  becauije,  before  he  ended  it,  he  meant— 
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"  to  show  , 
The  rerj  place  where  wkkod  people  gOw** 

Yes,  fihis  sceptical,  cymcdl,  inevereiit^  kw-deriduig  libertane 
BfitKn  has  made  bis  mark  deeply  cm  oar  oentmj,  and  not 
wholly  for  evfl.  His  honest,  profoand,  implacable  hatred  of 
iymmiy  in  eveiy  shape,  where  has  it  been  surpassed,  either 
in  intmi^  or  in  efficacy  ?  Bo  yon  beliere  Holy  InqoisitioDs 
•ad  other  machinery  for  torfcoring  and  killing  men  atad  women 
lor  the  honest  avowal  of  their  religious  convictions  could 
endiirt'  another  veur,  if  eve rv  (niv.  iuid  rciul  "  Tho  Prisoner  of 
CLilloii  You  or  I  m:iy  luathe  his  way  of  looking  at  the 
great  prublciu  of  Evil ;  but  tell  me  who  ever  prusentofl  the 
ai-guinent  a^raingt  what  is  currently  termed  the  Evun^^clipal 
view  of  this  ]>roblt;m  more  ItJi^ely,  strongly,  start liugly,  than 
he.  has  done  in  "  Cain,  a  Myater}'  "  ?  And  his  remark  that, 
**  if  Satan  is  to  be  allowed  to  talk  at  aU,  you  must  not  expect 
him  to  talk  like  a  clergyman,"  is  obviously  justb  You  most 
let  him  fairly  present  his  view  of  "  the  great  ailment,"  as 
Milton  does  not,  as  Byron  does,  but  with  too  manifest  a  lean- 
ii^  to  the  infernal  side.  Bind  up  "Paradise  Lost"  and 
^Cain"  in  one  Yolmne,  and  yon  will  have  therein  the  best 
condensed  statement  of  the  pro  and  con  of  the  theology  enr- 
lenfly  aocoonted  Orthodox  or  Evangelical  tiiat  can  be  fbimd 
in  the  'Rngli^h  language. 

I  think  Moore  has  somewhere  said  before  me,  that  flie 

—   

Third  Canto  of  CMIde  Harold  contains  some  of  the  noblest 

poetry  we  ham  'Waterloo,  the  Alpine  thnnder-stonn,  and 

scores  of  passages  equally  vivid,  "will  at  once  present  them- 
selves to  tlie  reader's  mind.  "Description  is  my  forte,"  said 
Byron;  and  r.ayard  Taylor,  sailin«j:  tlironLdi  the,  A(h-iatic  and 
the  j^^'ean,  alonL,'  the  ni':r??*d  coast  of  Dalniatia.  and  among 
the  ruin-strown,  yet  tlower-niantled,  "Isles  of  (Ireree."  re- 
marks tliat  he  finds  himself  eontinually  recalling  or  i\ij»eating 
the  descriptive  stanzas  of  Childe  Harold,  suggested  by  a 
similar  voyage ;  for  nothing  else  could  so  truly,  forcibly,  aptly, 
embody  his  own  impressions  and  emotions.  Eemember  that 
Homer  and  iElschylus  had  gazed  on  much  of  this  same  pano- 


480 


MISCELLANIES. 


rama,  and  writicn  from  inincls  full  of  the  thoughts  it  excited^ 
and  you  are  prepared  to  estimate  the  tribute  paid  by  our 
American  traveller  to  the  genius  of  Byron.  Let  me  quote  one 
familiar  passage  —  how  could  I  quote  any  that  is  not  familiar  f 
—  from  Manfred.  I  cite  that  respecting  the  Coliseum,  be- 
cause, having  myself  seen  the  moon  rise  through  its  ruined 
arches  while  Italian  devotees  were  praying  and  chanting 
witliin,  and  French  cavalry  prancing  and  mancpuvring  with- 
out, its  enormous  walls,  1  feel  its  force  more  vividly  than 
though  I  had  seen  this  mightiest  monument  of  ancient  Kome 
in  imagination  only.  Yet  what  cotdd  I  say  of  that  grandest 
of  ruins  to  equal  this  7 

**  The  stars  arc  forth,  the  moon  aborc  the  tops 
Of  tbu  snow-shiniti};^  muuntoins.  —  Beautiful  I 
I  Hn{;cr  yet  with  Nature,  for  the  ni{;ht 
Hath  been  to  nic  a  more  familiar  face 
Than  that  of  man  ;  and  in  her  storrj  shado 
Of  dim  and  »olitnry  loveliness, 
I  lcami-<l  the  Ian;nia(]cv  of  another  world. 
I  do  remember  mc,  that  In  my  youth. 
When  I  was  wantlerinj^,  —  upon  such  a  night 
I  stoofi  within  the  Coliseum's  walls, 
Midst  the  chief  relics  of  olmiirhty  Rome; 
The  trees  which  prew  alonj;  the  broken  arches 
Wave<l  dark  in  the  blue  midnight,  and  the  stars 
Shone  throuph  the  rents  of  niin  :  from  afar, 
The  watch  dojr  baye<l  Wond  the  Tiber ;  and. 
More  near,  from  out  the  Ctrsari'  palace  came 
The  owl's  long  cry,  and,  interruptedly. 
Of  distant  sentinels  the  fitful  song 
Be;;an  and  die<l  upon  the  gentle  wind. 
Some  c^-presHcs  lieyond  the  time-worn  breach 
Appeared  to  skirt  the  horiion  ;  yet  they  stood 
Within  a  bowshot.  —  Where  the  Ciesani  dwelt, 
And  dwell  the  tuneless  binls  of  ni^ht,  amidst 
A  grove  which  springs  through  level  battlement*^ 
And  twines  its  roots  with  the  imperial  hcarthA, 
Ivy  usurps  the  laurel's  place  of  growth  ;  — 
But  the  pladiator's  bloody  circus  standi, 
A  noble  wreck,  in  niinous  perfection  ! 
While  Cfesar's  chambers,  and  the  Augastan  halU, 
Gnirel  on  earth  in  indistinct  decay.— 
And  thou  didst  shine,  thou  rolling  moon,  npoa 
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All  this,  and  cast  a  wide  and  tandnr 
Which  softened  down  the  lioar  aiisteiifg^ 
Of  nigged  desolation,  and  tilled  up, 
Aa  'i  were  anew,  the  gaps  of  centurifs; 
IiMviiig  tiMt  bemlMd  wUeh  tlfll  WW  M)^ 
And  nuddog  tfaiA  vldcli  WM  not,  tin  Hm  pliee 
Became  religion,  and  the  heart  ran  o'er 
With  silent  worship  of  the  great  of  old  !  — 
The  dead  but  sceptred  sovereigns,  who  still  rolo 
Onr  ipiitti  ftora  Mr  vmt.'' 

Of  Coleridire,  Southey,  Caniphell,  Uorrers.  and  other  co- 
temjxiraries  ot  JJyron,  Wdidsworth  exreptcd,  I  shall  say  very 
little.  Each  did  some  things  well ;  but,  beyond  a  few  stirring 
'  fyxics  by  Campbell,  and  perhaps  the  Christabel  and  Gene- 
vieve of  Colendge,  I  think  our  literatoie  oould  spare  them  all 
without  irreparable  damage. 

Woxdawoith's  ultimate  triumph  is  a  strikiiig  proof  of  the  • 
virtue  of  teoadty.  Here  is  a  studious,  meditatdye  man,  of  no 
femarkable  original  power8>  who  quieify  says  to  himself,  "  In- 
tensity of  expression,  vehemence  of  epithet,  volcanic  pasadon, 
profusion  of  saperlatives,  are  out  of  place  in  Poetry,  which 
ahould  embody  the  souTs  higher  and  purer  emotions  in  the 
simplest  and  directest  terms  which  the  langua^re  affords."  So 
he  begins  to  write  and  the  critics  to  jeer,  but  lie  calmly  per- 
sc\ercs;  aud,  when  it  is  settled  that  he  wont  stop  writing, the 
critics  conclude  to  stop  jeering,  and  at  length  admit  that  ho 
was  a  poet  all  the  while,  but  that  their  fake  canons  or  per- 
verted tastf's  "precluded  their  discovery  of  the  fact  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  ceutuiy.  I  do  not  accept  "^'oids worth's  theory,  —  I 
believe  there  are  ton  persons  born  each  year  wlio  are  fitted  to 
derive  both  pleasure  and  instruction  from  the  opposite  school 
to  one  who  can  really  delight  in  and  profit  by  the  bare,  tame 
affirmations  which  are  characteristic  of  Wordsworth  (for  he, 
like  the  founders  of  ot^  r  schools,  is  not  always  loyal  to  hie 
own  creed),  —  but  that  Wordsworth's  protest  against  the  in- 
tensity of  the  Byronic  school  was  needed  and  wholesome^  I 
cannot  douhi 

Yet  it  wu  not  Wordsworth,  not  "the  laike  adhool,'*  as  it 
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wiis  oddly  desi«]^at!Pd,  that  led  aod  inspired  tlie  reaction 
against  "  the  >xiianic  schmd,"  so  called,  of  Poetry,  by  which 
the  Liter  in()i  iiiii<^  of  the  XlXth  cx^ntur}''  was  so  mildly  irra- 
diated. Tlie  credit  of  that  reuetioii  is  j»rinuirily  due  to  ii 
woiiiiui, —  to  Felicia  llciiutiia.  Wheu  Hvroii,  still  vuuii^,  was 
dyin<7  in  Greece  of  disappointTnent,  and  the  n  iiiorse  which  a 
wapted  life  eiigi'iidei-s,  bhc  was  ju^t  rising  into  faiiie  miinna 
the  purest  and  lKii»j>ic8t  homes  of  England,  iiKe  a  full  moon 
riainEf  mlndv.  swrrtly,  at  the  deuy  close  of  a  torrid  and  tern- 
pcistuuiis  day.  It  washr  tnlhicnce  that  hushed  the  tr«>vil>k*d 
waves  of  diHiht  and  aefiancc  and  unrest,  and  soothed  the 
heaving'  hn^Lst  into  renewed  aud  tru^tiQg  iaith  in  virtue,  eter- 
nity, and  Gtjd. 

I  apprehend  that  Mrs.  llemanii  finds  fewer  readers,  with  far 
fewer  ]•!<  "found  admirers,  tu-day  than  she  had  tliirty  years 
ago;  and  in  thiii  fact  there  is  a  strong  presumption  that  we, 
who  no  admired  her  then,  assigned  la  r  a  higher  station  than 
her  writings  will  niainlain.  A  pure  and  lovely  wonmn,  mi- 
iiappy  in  her  domeMic  relations,  and  nobly  struggling  by  lit- 
erature to  8ul>sist  and  e(hi<  ati)  her  children,  is  very  apt  to 
arouse  a  chi\alrv,  amoni:  readers  not  onU',  hut  critics,  that  is 
unfavorable  to  steriniess  of  judgment-  I  would  gla<lly  be- 
lieve that  tlie  uirls  of  18G8  read  Mrs.  He  mans  as  generally, 
and  e.^tijem  lier  as  ki<;hly,  as  tlieir  mothers  did  in  tJuir  girl- 
hood ;  but  T  fear  their  laothers,  for  tlie  most  |i;irt.,  neither 
read  nor  atlmin-  ]ie;r.  Let  me  venture,  therefore,  for  the  Pnke 
of  my  older  readers,  to  cite  oue  of  hei'  minor  poenis,  which 
must  recnll  to  many  niimls  houra  of  pure  and  tranquil  jtleit'^- 
nre  jMiiised  in  the  perusal  of  the  authors  fresh  efliisinns  i  iu- 
ty  years  a^o,  luul  you  opened  a  thousand  American  weekly 
new'pnpi'rs,  —  ]tivsumiiiL:  that  so  many  then  exist(»d,  —  yon 
would  have  found  the  *'  I'l-  't's  Curner"  of  at  least  one  third 
of  them  devoted  tr>  one  of  the  latest  productiuns  uf  Mrs. 
Hemans,  ami  not  one  fourth  so  many  given  uji  to  the  verf5*»s 
of  any  oilier  j>ersou  whatever.  Now,  you  mi^ht  o|>eii  threti 
thousand  journals  without  discoverinLj  tlu'reiti  even  he^  name. 
Biyant,  Teiu)|)'aaQ,  Lo^giidlow,  Wkittier,  IioweU,  liolmeai,  now 
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fin  lief  aofrnfltomed  place ;  as,  fV^rty  jou»  hentm,  alas  I  some 
inthsBt  fiiToriter  will  fill  their  places.  So  flows  and  ebhs  this 
tzansitoiy  world  !  But  let  not  ra,  her  old  admixen,  suffer  her 
name  to  drift  by  us  into  Oblivitm's  muricy  sea  vitfaoot  apart* 
ing      of  Temenribfence*   We  will  iMall 

THE   A  I)  O  r  T  E  D  C  II  I  E  I)  . 

**  Why  wouldst  tlioj)  Irnve  me,  O  >;eiitle  chi)<l ' 
Thy  home  on  Ukc  moiintuin     bimk  and  viid,--* 
A  straw*roofed  cabin,  with  lowly  wall ; 
Miae  b  ft  adr  md  pfllMftd  ho. 
Where  many  an  image  of  marU*  f^MOM^ 
And  the  •uiiahiiM  of  pksjnttanmrttnm,'* 

«  0.  mn  b  the  tof  when  vo^  brodmrs  play, 
TliNMgli  Ibe  loQg^  biigiit  bo«fs  of  iho  Bomma^w&Mjt 

They  find  the  red  cnp-moss  where  they  climb, 

And  they  phayp  the  h(*e  o'er  the  jccnt*^''!  tln  in*^, 

And  the  rocks  wbms  the  faeaib-flower  t»i<x>m&  they  know ; 

Lad^,  kind  lady,  O  let  roe  go." 

**  Content  ihce,  T>*»y !  in  my  bower  to  dwell ; 
Jlcm  arc  swix't  s<)un«ls  wliich  thou  lOTBlK  wdl* 
Fiuu^  ou  the  air  iu  the  stilly  noon, 
JDvpf  wUdi  llw  wmdoriog  Iniuihsi  tioM^ 
Aad  Ae  iXtntf  vooi-ii9le  ct  nanj  a  bM, 

*  O  t  modwr  tiogi  at  the  tii[ilight's  fall, 
A  toag  ^  dia  hiU*  fiur  moie  fWMt  ihia  ftU ; 

8he  flings  it  under  our  own  grata  tnb. 

To  the  babe  hnlf  slnmlN'rinir  on  her  knee; 
I  dreamt  lust  night  of  that  mii<ic  low,— 
Lady,  kind  lady  1      let  me  go." 

**  Thy  mother  is  gone  from  her  cares  to  reit; 

She  hath  taV:''n  the  bnbo  on  her  quiet  brwist ; 

Thou  wouiUiit  meet  her  footstep,  my  boy,  no  moN^ 

Var  htar  ker  aong  at  the  eabia  door. 

Cone  likoa  with  no  to  die  vincyudfl 

Aad  we  11  plnek  the  s:n9ai  of  the  ikhMl  dja/* 

"  Ist  luy  mother  gone  from  her  home  away  ? 
Bat  I  kaow  dui  myhrcithen  are  then  at  play : 
I  know  they  are  gatherini:  tlie  foxglove's  bcU, 
Or  dM       Ibni-leapca  bgr  die  qpikUag  weU; 
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Or  th^  launch  their  bonts  whfire  tfas  bri^t  ttrwiM  flow^ 
Lad^',  kind  ladj !  O,  let  me  go." 

4*  Pair  dUU,  tbjr  Wothers  are  wanderers  dovs 

Thev  nyKirt  no  morp  on  thf  TnmmtJtin's  hrmv  ; 
They  have  left  the  fern  by  the  Kpnntjr's  grci-n  side. 
And  the  streams  where  the  fairy  barks  were  tied. 
Be  tboa  tt  peaoe  in  th^  brighter  lot ; 
For  th/  oablii  boiiM  ii  a  loady  qyot" 

"  Are  they  gone,  oil  gone,  from  the  sonny  hill  ? 
Bnt  die  bird  and  Ae  bla»4l]r  M(V«  over  It  still ; 
And  the  rcd-docr  bonnd  in  dieir  glndnMsftM; 

And  the  heath  is  bent  by  the  singing  Iko, 
And  the  waters  leap,  and  the  freah  winds  faloir: 
Lady,  kind  lady  1  0,  let  me  go  I " 

I  do  Hi  I  Ivii  i  A-  how  many  ever  sus])e('ted,  during  his  life, 
that  Thomas  ITood  was  a  poet  of  rare  and  lofty  powers.  I 
appielieuil,  liowever,  that  tliey  wore,  at  least  till  near  the  close 
of  his  caretT,  a  "  judicious  few,"  —  fewer,  rven,  than  t lie  judi- 
cious ;ir"  n|>t  to  be.  For  tin's  tme  har(l  was  lie  vert  belpfs  a 
man,  —  tiiougli  delicate  in  fmme,  and  for  tlie  most  pirt  frail 
in  health,  he  had  physical  needs,  —  more  than  all,  he  had  a 
wife  and  children,  who  looked  to  him  fur  daily  bread,  and 
must  not  look  in  vain.  Poet  as  he  was,  he  knew  that  man- 
kind not  only  stone  their  prophets  before  building  their  tomlw, 
but  starve  their  poets  before  glorifying  them;  and  he  declmed 
to  sacrifice  his  children's  bread  to  his  own  g^kny.  Tiie  worid 
would  not  pay  cash  down  for  poems,  but  freely  would  for  fnn ; 
so  he  chose  to  mint  his  golden  fimcies  into  current  coin  that 
would  pass  readily  at  the  grocef  s  and  bakei's,  rather  than 
fiuhion  it  daintily  into  cameos  and  filigree-woik,  which  be 
must  have  pledged  at  ruinous  rates  with  the  pawnbroker. 
And  we,  generation  of  blockheads !  thought  him  a  rare  buf- 
foon, because  he  sported  the  c:ap  and  bells  in  our  presence, 
knowiTiL;  this,  tliouuh  hy  nu  means  tlie  lu-st  thing  he  could  do, 
decidedly  that  for  wliich  we  would  piy  him  best.  If  lii^ 
"Whims  and  Oddities"  imply  the  degradation  of  a  great  fac- 
ulty, is  not  the  fault,  the  shame,  rather  ours  than  hi^  ?  If 
a  modem  Orpheus  could  only  £nd  auditors  by  fiddling  for 
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bacchanal  duoen  in  bar-rooms,  could  toe  justly  rapioaoh  lum 
for  his  vulgar  tastes  and  low  aasodationB  ? 

We  who  so  long  read  and  langbed  at  Tloocrs  puns  and 
qnips,  —  read  and  only  laughed,  when  we  should  have  thought 
and  sighed, — we  might  have  seen,  if  we  had  sought  instnu^ 
tion,  and  not  mere  lecxeaiiim,  that  a  great  moralist,  teacher^ 
phiknthiopist ;  an  earnest  hater  of  tynaanj  and  wrong;  a 
warruir,  with  Damascus  Made,  on  cant^  and  meanness,  and 
servility, — was  addressing  us  in  parables  which  were  only 
wasted,  as  others'  paiables  have  Ik  ch,  because  our  ears  were 
too  gross,  onr  understandings  too  dull  and  sordid,  to  perceive,  . 
or  even  seek,  their  deeper  meaning.  We  might  have  discerned 
the  lesson,  but  did  not,  because  the  hragh  sufficed  us. 

Have  I  seemed  to  regret  or  condemn  the  law  whereby  the 
tnie  poet  lb  divorced  from  the  hope  of  gain  by  his  faculty  f 
I  SQiely  did  not  mean  it  Wisely,  kindly  devised  is  that 
Bivine  ordinance,  "Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  Mammop."' 
The  law  is  stesd&st  and  etental, — the  seeming  ezcepiums 
few  and  fectitiouB.  The  greatest  henefocton  of  mankind  have 
waited  till  after  death  for  the  recognition  of  their  work  and 
Iheir  worth.  If  to  speak  the  highest  truths  and  do  the  noblest  / 
deeds  were  the  sure  way  to  present  fame  and  pelf,  what  merit 
would  there  be  in  virtue,  what  place  for  heroism  on  earth? 
If  Poetry  were  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue  to  fortune  and  pres- 
ent &me,  how  eonld  our  earth  upbear  the  burden  of  her 
poeti  ?  No :  it  were  better  finr  Poetiy  that  there' had  never 
been  a  Copyright  law,  so  that  the  Poetfs  utterances  were 
divorced  from  all  hope  of  pecuniary  recompense.  We  should 
then  have  had  &r  fewer  poems,  perhaps,  but  not  half  the 
trouble  in  unbnrying  them  from  the  avalanche  of  pretentioas 
rhythmical  rubl^sh  whereby  they  are  overlaid  and  concealed. 
Let  aspiring  youth  evermore  understand  that  writing  Poetiy , 
is  not  among  the  Divinely  appointed  means  for  oveiooming 
a  dearth  of  potatoes.  I  do  not  say  that  potatoes  were  never 
gained  in  this  way,  though  I  doubt  that  any  were  ever  thus 
mmed»  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  am  quite  sure  that  no  one  ever 
undertook  to  write  Poetry  for  potatoeei, — to  satisfy  his  per- 
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ional  need  of  potatoes  by  writing  I'oetiy,  wlio  tliereby  trol j 
eaooeeded.  He  msy  luive  Mirieved  tlis  potatoee,  baft  aoltte 

Poetry,    So  Hood  did  manfully  and  well  in  writing  "Whims 

and  Oddities"  for  a  livelihood,  and  Poetry  for  fame  alone. 
Do  yon  suj)p08e  the  Lope  of  money  coiiltl  ever  have  impelled 
any  niau  to  write  "The  Soni?  of  the  Shirt"  ? 

Ivct  us  refresh  our  remeuilmiiKM'  of  hiiu  with  the  f»implf«t 
and  best-known  of  his  i:iiiiur  ertasioiis,  —  one  ten  thousand 
tunes  quoted,  familiar  to  almost  eveiy  school-child,  yet 
worn  omt^  hecaoM  it  cannot  be 

I  REMEMBER,  I  REMEMBSB. 

I  reniCTn>>t'T  .  I  rcnicraber 
The  houiic  wUere  I  mm  born, 
Tbe  little  whidoir  where  the  eon 
C>>iiH>  pflBpiay  in  <t  mom ; 

He  never  came  a  wink  too  soM^  * 

Kor  brought  too  lonjr  a  day ; 
But  now  I  often  wi>li  tlie  nij^ht 
Ilttcl  borno  in y  bn-atli  away  ! 

I  rememlKT,  1  naneiuber 
The  ro^,  ruU  aud  white, 
Hi*  yUkHB,  moA  the  lily-cupi,  <— 
TboM  flmrari  Made  of  light  1 
The  lilacs  where  the  robin  boil^ 
And  where  my  lm>ther  set 
The  labumam  on  his  birthda/,— 
The  tree  is  KTin^;  yet  I 

I  remember,  1  remember 

Where  I  was  omA  to  nring, 

Aad  tilioii|(lit  tbftslriiuwlniahMflmb 

To  ■wullows  on  the  wing ; 
My  «|)irit  ftrw  in  Anitlicm  tbOB, 
■    That  is  so  heaivy  now. 

And  8uiiiuier-p<x>lt>  could  hurdlj  oool 
on  tn^  Invw  1 

I  TVMH  niher,  I  reiuumber 
The  tir-trcc8  dark  and  high ; 
I  ufld  to  think  ttieir  •toflidflr  topi 
WmdoK  Atntin'^t  thttriqr* 

Tt  wns  ft  childish  ignMHMI^ 

Bui  now 't  is  little  joy 

To  know  I 'm  farther  off  from  hearen 

Tim  when  I WM  ft  boj- 
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Htinr  mKBf  jbmb  is  it  siaoe  Iw  -who  is  So^awf 8  Linmle 
tet  dawned  upon  vi  ?  It  smqlb  to  me  soaroefy  tiPeat|f ;  j«t 
he  mtnt  hsva  been  wzitmg  and  pnnting  for  needy  twice  thit 
period.  It  if  a  alow  as  well  as  aidnooa  kbor  liir  even 
lenoe  to  maltie  ttaelf  Sdt  aoicMB  an  ooean ;  yet  I  believe  then 
ere  to-day  aa  many  Americans  as  Knglwhiwai  who  bonoar  and 
delight  in  tiie  poems  of  Alfred  Tennyson.  One  of  their  best 
dunactaristies  is  the  eaiefiilnees,  libe  evident  labor  and  ex- 
treme polish,  with  which  they  are  produced.  After  thirty  years 
devoted  to  Poetry,  —  abnost  exclusively,  I  believe, — his  writ- 
intj[8  may  all  l>e  coiii}>ressed  ^\iiUiii  .t  iiiodenite  volume.  In 
an  age  when  niiiny  a  by  no  means  old  man  has  turned  out 
his  twenty  volumes,  and  many  a  Miss  in  lier  teens  has  nearly 
finished  her  thii-d  novel,  this  is  a  virtue  indeed  to  be  com- 
mended. To  one  who  has  achieved  the  public  ear — for 
whose  future  issues  eji^^er  [tuldishei-s  have  checks  of  generous 
amount  ready  to  be  exchanged  for  the  unread  manuscript — - 
the  temptation  to  overwrite  ie  hard  to  be  resisted.  Poets 
axe  popularly  supposed  to  be»  as  a  dase,  neither  rich  nor 
firqgal;  the  more  honors  ihm,  to  one  who  lefosea  to  dilute  his 
nectar  like  a  millrman  to  whom  the  pump  is  convenient  I 
was  deeply  inteieeted  in  Bayaid  TayWs  anecdote  of  the 
German  poet  TJhknd,  when  in  a  green  old  age,  who,  to  the 
tzayeUei^s  natural  inqniiy  as  to  what  work  he  was  now  com- 
posing or  meditating,  replied  that  he  had  not  recently  felt 
oonstiained  to  write  anything, in  other  words,  that  nothing 
now  presaed  upon  his  mind  for  utterance  wi1&  irxesiBtible 
force.  Would  that  authors,  as  a  class,  could  truly  say  that 
they  write  only  under  the  s])ur  of  thoughts  burning  for  ex- 
pression,—  not  (»1  uj>petites  cliuauimjj:  for  satisfaction. 

Though  Tennyson  luis  written  sparingly,  he  lum  yet  covered 
much  ground.  "In  Menioriam,"  "The  rrincess,"  "^laud," 
—  T  liardly  know  who  in  our  day  has  produced  three  poems 
so  unlike,  yet  each  so  excellent  "Tn  "Memoriam"  is  i)rob- 
ably  the  l)est  exi)ression  of  a  prolound  and  lasting,  vet  tem- 
perate and  submissive,  sorrow  to  be  f<^und  in  our  language. 
Yet  his  minor  poems  had  made  him  a  woxld-wide  reputation 
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■ —  made  him  the  Queen's  TiiuTeate  —  before  one  of  these  was 
wTitten,  at  least  b^lui-e  it  \va.s  piil)lished.  And  they  are 
worthy  of  their  fame.  So  rich  and  pure  in  imagery,  so 
dainty  and  felicitons  in  expression,  so  musical  and  mel- 
liHiious  in  their  rhythm  and  railtiuce,  —  they  are  rightly 
ranked  among  the  jrorns  of  English  literature.  I^et  me  cite  a 
]>art  ut'  one  of  tliem  which  is  not  the  mast  pupular,  Init  which 
stioms  to  me  amoiifj  the  ha}i])iedt.  The  fable,  if  faMe  it  ]>e, 
that  eating  the  lotus  hrim^s  forgetfulne?^  of  care,  ana  wiring 
almost  to  the  old  (  In'cks  draui,dit  tiom  I^the,  is  not'  novel; 
but  who  before  has  ever  treated  it  so  well  as  this  ? 

THK  LOTUS-EAiiiiiS. 
I. 

<«  Ooiui«»  1"  1m  nid,  and  pointed  timVd  Ite  ttnirf 
"  This  raoanting  wai*  will  rcXl  m  dioninHd  •ooo." 

In  flie  nftcmoon.  thpy  ramc  nnto  a  land 

In  which  it  seemed  olwajs  aiWruooa. 

An  'found  tiie  eoast,  the  Un^id  air  did  swoon. 

Breathing  like  one  that  hath  a  wmtf  dreun. 

FiiTl-faifl  aTrnvf  thr  valley  >.t<M»il  the  moon  ; 
Arid,  like  a  duwiiwanl  smukc,  thf  f-lcnil<  r  strcnm 
Aioug  the  cliff  U>  iail  uud  pause  uiid  (all  did  8<»em. 

TI. 

A  land  of  streams  I  some,  like  a  downward  smoke^ 

Slow-dropping  rwBt  of  diinnott  lawn,  did  go  i 

And  ome  thfongll  wav'ring  lights  and  shadow* brolD% 

KuUiii^''  fi  'sltiTnh'rous  sltcct  of  foiitn  Ik1<i\t. 

They  saw  the  gleaming  river  B«award  tiow 

From  th'  inner  land :  ftur  off,  three  nMmntun-to|M^ 

tnma  nlent  pinnadw  of  nf>d  now, 

Stood  sunset-flushed:  nnd,  dewed  with  showcfy  diopi\^ 

UfHdoab  the  thadowj  pine  abore  the  woven  oopn. 

tu. 

The  charmdd  sunset  lingered  low  adown 

In  the  red  West :  through  mountain-clefts,  the  dnlo 

Was  seen  far  inland,  and  the  jrcllow  down 

Bordered  widi  palm,  and  roanjr  •  winding  Tain 

And  meadow,  set  with  slender  galingale ; 

A  limd  %v?u  n-  all  thin^-^  always  !«cem'd  the  BanBl 

And  'roojnd  about  the  keel,  with  faces  pale^ 

Dark  flwee  palo  againet  that  roqr  flame,  ^ 

ThainDd^ynd^iMlaiicholjLoliiianiwiCMMh 
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Branches  they  bofe  of  thai  fovhanted  iteB» 

Laden  with  flower  arttl  fruit,  whereof  Hbej  fgu^ 

To  each  ;  but  avIioso  did  receirc  of  tht  m. 

And  taste,  to  biin  the  gushing  of  the  wavo 

Ite,  fiv  tarvf  did  Mem  to  motii  and  tm 

On  alioo  ahoraa;  and  if  hia  fellow  spaka^ 

His  voice  was  thin,  as  voices  from  the  grave; 

And  <lwi>-nslcpp  ho  seemed,  yet  all  n\v;!k<". 

And  miuiic  in  hii  ears  bis  beating  hoiu-t  did  maka  ' 

V. 

They  sat  them  down  upon  liie  ydlow  sand^ 
Between  the  enn  and  moon,  upon  the  shore; 
And  ewoek  it  wat  to  dream  of  FillMr^knd, 
Of  child  and  wife  and  slatro;  bat  erennoio 

5Io-«t  weary  swmcd  the  sea,  weary  the  oar, 

Weary  the  wandering  ficldii  of  Imrrcu  foam. 

Then  some  one  said,  "  We  will  return  no  more"; 

And  iH  it  ones  ifacjjr  eeo^y  **  Onr  ifflwTv!  bffflao 

lafiirbeTondthewm;  we  will  no  kqger  loani.*' 
•  •  •  •  • 

Of  Bobeit  BEawning  tlie  reading  p^^l  lic  knows  too  little; 
it  shall  yet  know  more.  K\-eii  in  England,  I  found  fev 
whose  ddigbt  in  him  equalled  my  own ;  and  I  fkirly  startled 
judicious  Mends  by  insisting  that  he  is  not  inferior,  on  the 
whole,  to  Tennyson.  But  thete  are  obvious  leasons  why  ilm 
prophet  should  be  denied  honoi  in  his  own  country  of  all 
otheis.  For  Browning's  veise  too  often  lacks  clearness ;  his 
fimdes  are  piled  one  upon  another  in  wild  confusion ;  he  is 
fitfully  fantastic  and  mystical ;  and  John  Bull  lias,  of  .ill  men, 
the  most  intense  aversion  to  what  is  culled  Trans(  t^Klent- 
alisin.  There  is  an  anecdote  atloat  of  Bouj^las  Jerrolil  nieet- 
ing  a  friend  in  the  stnM't  soon  after  ]>rownini;'s  "Sordello" 
was  is-smnl,  and  thrusting  the  book  into  his  hands  \Wth  the 
fierro  roniinand,  rather  than  entreaty,  "Read  that!"  The 
puz/h'd  friend  read  a  few  lines  of  the  opening,  and  de- 
si^tel,  with  the  remark,  "Why,  this  is  rank  nonsense!" 
"  O,  tliaiik  Oml !"  exclaimed  Jerrold  ;  "  then  I  am  not  mad  ! 
I  was  sure,  if  that  was  sense,  that  I  ought  to  be  sent  to  Bed- 
lam at  once.**  Another  anecdote  makes  Browning  gravely 
relate  to  an  intimate  friend  that  he  had  tested  in  Sordello  a 
&Torite  theoiy,  by  omitting  in  the  published  copy  each  alter- 


400  msfxoAiaBs. 

oate  line  of  the  poem  aa  written;  bat  be  candidfy  added,  liie 
asperimenfc  iroa  a  &iliEDB» 

Browning's  beat  iaana  was  tibat  wMcik  opena  wttih  *19ia 
Blot  on  the  SooiobeQii,*'  and  oontatM  ''Hppa  Vw&ek^ 
"Jjoana^  and  TaroeelaQB.'*  Tlie.ihsUnamed  u  one  of  Hie 
poxeal^  flweeteet,  moat  affecting  dramatic  poema  in  our  litiem- 
ture ;  the  action  hastens  to  its  cata^Tophe  as  lesistlessly  as, 
and  more  natiiriilly  than,  that  of  Hamlet  or  Macbeth  ;  and 
the  licroiiiti's  dying  wail  over  her  lost  imiocence,  lier  early 
duuiu,  — 

"  I  bad  no  modier, —CM 

* 

has  a  condensed  force  and  pathos  rarely  exccedtHi. 

T  am  apt  to  have  little  sympathy  with  the  complaint  that 
an  auili^a  is  obscnre.  It  very  often  implies  only  indolence 
and  hick  (^f  earnestness  in  the  complainant.  AVe  art^  ]irone 
to  read  too  drowsily,  and  ex])cct  witei-s  to  s})cll  (nit  their 
meaninj]^  to  iis,  as  if  we  were  four-year-olds,  still  busy  with 
our  "  a-b-al)S  "  and  "  baker."  There  is  an  anecdote  current  to 
this  effect,  that  when  £niereon  first  began  to  lecture  traoaoai> 
.dental-wiae  in  Boaton,  one  of  his  moat  constant  auditors  was 
tike  able  and  veteran  conservative  lawyer,  Jeremiaii  Masoa, 
•ooompanied  by  hia  daughten.  Hia  bietiiren  at  tba  bn 
wm  puezled  by  thia  addiction  on  the  part  of  ao  diatingaishad 
a  conservative,  and  wonderingly  inqnired  of  him  whether  he 
nndeiatood  what  Emerson  uttered.  He  candidiy  respandsd 
tiiat  he  did  not ;  but  added  that  hia  daughters  (giris  of  thirteen 
and  fifteen)  nndeiatood  it  peifectly.  There  was  probably  mm 
truth  in  thia  reply  than  waa  intended.  The  kingdom  of 
hejiven  stands  not  alone  in  being  easier  of  aocesa  to  littte 
children  tlian  to  adidts.  Comprehension  is  not  the  residt  cf 
kno^vled^e  solely,  but  of  receptivity,  of  sympathy.  It  WiV^ 
not  nearly  so  easy  for  the  old  law^'er  as  for  the  y<ninu  damsels 
to  attain  the  same  plane  of  thonrrht  Mnth  the  leotnn  r,  uiul  to 
travel  in  the  same  dii-ection. .  He  might  possibly  have  learned 
moix?  had  he  b.  < n  less  wise. 

Yet  it  is  depi(iral)ly  true  that  our  newest  literature  too 
ofton  lacks  simplicity^  locidity,  stiaigbtforwaidneas.  It  speaks 
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in  riddkfl^  when  it  sheiild  be  natmaly  dind^  and  open  as  tbe 
daj.   Oaiiyle  is  not  lialf  so  obeenie  as  his  contsmneis  declare 

him ;  yet  his  **  Sartor  Besartus "  cannot  be  thoroughly  mas- 
tered and  enjoyed  by  the  uveiiige  reader  sliort  of  tln'ee  or  four 
perusaki  ^^"^  many  will  have  j)atience  to  give  it  that 
miTnher?  Wiatover  requires  so  maiiy  involves  the  pursuit 
ol  iaiowleJ«^e  under  dilliculties.  Emerson,  though  he  is  no 
longer  opaqnp,  did  formerly  try  the  })aiience,  as  well  as  the 
discernment,  of  his  admirers  ;  and  T  can  quite  credit  the  story 
told  of  one  who  stopped  hiia  in  the  street  and  recited  a  pas- 
sage from  one  of  his  essays,  asking  what  he  meant  by  it ;  to 
which  the  auth(»  of  ''Brahma"  and  "The  Sphinx/'  after 
pondering  the  passage  a  moment,  calmly  replied  that  he  oer* 
tainly  had  a  meaning  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote  that  sen- 
tence»  thongh  it  had  now  onfortonately  escaped  him.  But 
Browning^s  &iilt  seems  to  inlieie  mtber  in  nttemnoe  than  in 
conception ;  his  mind  is  fall  of  materials  ill  stowed,  which 
come  rnshing  against  and  trampling  over  each  other  when 
snmmoned  to  daylight,  and  so  choke  the  apertnre  and  prevent 
egress,  or  rash  forth  an  incongruous,  confused  mass,  nmddily 
sweeping  all  before  tliem.  His  later  writings  arc  liaii  s]>oiled 
by  this  chaotic  whirl,  and  are  thence  inlei  ior  on  the  wholo 
their  immediate  predecessors.  Yet  what  a  wealtli  of  allu- 
sion, a  mine  of  meaning,  a  daguerreotype  of  the  intellectual 
tendencies  of  the  age,  arc  found  in  "Bishop  Pdougnm's 
Apology  !  And  what  have  we  clearer  and  purer  in  our 
language  ^h^i^  thi^ 

EVELYN  HOPE, 

Bcnntifal  Evelyn  Hope  u  dead! 

Sit  ami  war -'i  >>r  her  AAc  nn  hour.  * 
That  is  her  lHM>k.'>>heif,  this  her  bed ; 

She  plucked  that  pkoe  of  genniam  flower. 
Beginning  to  die,  too,  in  tbe  glass. 

Little  has  yet  been  changed,  I  thiok; 
The  slmtttTs  are  shut;  no  hVht  mnj  paw. 

Save  two  lung  ray^  through  the  hinges'  <^unk* 

8ixte<*n  renrs  old  whon  ?j}io  fitc<l  ? 
Perhaps  the  had  scarcely  heard  my  name, — 
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it  was  not  her  time  to  lore ;  beside, 

Her  life  had  many  a  hope  and  aim  ; 
Dtttiet  enough,  and  little  careo,  « 

And  now  wan  quiet,  now  Mtir, 
Till  God's  hand  beckoned  unawares, 

And  tbe  tweel  white  brow  ia  att  of  bv» 

Is  if  too  late,  then,  Brdyn  Hopel 

What!  your  sonl  whs  jmre  and  trne; 
The  good  tttars  met  in  jour  horoscope. 

Hade  you  of  spirit,  fin^  and  dew,  — 
And,  jott  becanae  I  waa  tiulQB  aa  Old, 

And  oar  paths  in  tlia  w«Nid  dhaigai  ao  wid^ 
Bach  was  nought  to  each,  must  I  be  told  I  ' 

Wc  wore  fellow-mortaiSf  nooght  beaidat 

Ko,  inilewl  !  for  God  above 

Is  grv'iit  ti^  ^'riuit,  a«  mi^rhty  to  make. 
And  creates  the  love  to  rewaixl  the  love,  — 

I  dafan  joa  atm,  ibr  mj  own  love's  sake  1 
Belated,  it  magr  be^  formoia  Una  yo^ 

Through  worlds  I  shall  traverse,  notftflnr| 
Huch  i?  to  Icnm  and  much  to  for^ret, 

Ere  the  time  be  come  for  taking  you. 

But  tlic  time  v  iU  come,  —  at  last  it  will, 

When,  Kvtlyn  Hope,  what  meant,  1  shall  ai^^ 
In  the  lower  earth,  iu  the  yearti  long  btill. 

That  body  and  aool  ao  puza  and  gay ; 
Why  your  hair  was  amber,  I  ahall  divine^ 

And  your  mouth  ot'  yonr  own  crmninm'i  TO^ 
And  what  vou  woulil  di»  with  niP,  in  fine, 

In  the  new  iile  come  in  the  old  one's  stead. 

I  have  livofV  T  sluill  "nr,  so  much  sinoathfl^ 

Given  up  myself  so  many  times ; 
Gain^  by  the  gdns  of  varioos  men, 

Hanwarlted  the  agaa,  spoikd  tbadimea; 
Tot  one  thin;; — one  —  in  my  soul's  fall  aQOp% 

Either  I  missed  or  itself  missed  me, — 
And  T  want  and  find  ym/,  Evelyn  Hopal 
*  "What  is  the  issue  ?  let  us  see! 

Iloved  you.  Evelyn,  all  tlie  while. 

My  heart  seemed  full  as  it  eonid  hold, — 

Thflve  waa  place  and  to  apare  Ibr  Aa  firank  yonng  smfle. 
And  the  red  young  mouth,  and  the  hait'a  j^sncng  gold* 

So.  hush  ?  —  I  will  give  you  this  leaf  to  keep- 
See,  1  shut  it  in'5tde  the  sweet,  cold  hand; 

There— that  is  our  secret!  go  to  sleep; 
Ton  will  wake,  and  lemeBiber,  and  nuderatand. 
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I  envy  the  biogiapher  of  Bobert  and  Eliabeth  Banett 
BrowniDg.  Twenty  yean  ago  they  wete  poets,  tmkoowiL  to 
each  other,  uzidisttzigiiiahed ;  he  poor,  and  each  by  no  means 
young.  I  have  heard  that  their  fiist  acquaintance  came 
ihroogh  their  publiBhed  works,  which  revealed  a  sympatliy 
destined  to  mike  them  one  forever.  Bevenang  the  nsnal 
order,  they  loved,  they  became  personally  acquainted,  and 
were  nianie  1.  Thenceforwawi,  each  wrote  better,  more  ac- 
ceptably,—  in  the  inaiu,  inure  lucidly,  —  than  beioi-e;  wrote, 
doubtless,  by  the  help  of  the  otlier's  happy  su'jf?estious  its  well 
as  loving  criticisms.  And  so  each  avmh  Ihi  l;-  r  uiid  still  wideu- 
injr  midipnre,  aiiil  more  u't'iicroiis  ajppreciutiun,  and  ampler 
recompense;  and  a  lair  son  wa-:  born  to  them:  and  a  weahhy 
friend,  n<"» wise  related  tei  either,  left  tltem  a  mo.iest  tortnne; 
and  they  spent  their  wedded  yeara  jMirtiy  in  tln  ir  native 
England  and  partly  in  their  1>c]nYed  Florence,  which  inspired 
both  of  them,  hut  especially  the  wife,  with  some  of  her  noblest 
and  most  enduring  poems, — ''Casa  Guidi  Windows"  for 
instance,  and  "Aurora  Leigh,**  —  and  there,  I  believe,  she 
died,  leaving  her  husband  and  son  not  to  lament,  bat  to 
lejoioe  over  and  thank  CM  for,  the  abiding  memoiy  of  her 
worth  and  her  love. 

I  dose  this  hnxried  survey  without  having  attempted  to  con* 
aider  the  claims  of  any  among  onr  oonntr>'men  to  the  character 
and  designation  of  Poets.  I  shonld  prefer  to  consider  Amer* 
iean  Poetry  by  itself,  and  in  its  relations  to  that  which  pre- 
ceded and  that  which  is  cotemporary  witli  it  In  so  doing, 
we  should  find,  T  judi^e,  that,  wluleitha-  i^rave  limits, —  fanlts 
of  imitation,  of  poverty,  of  < mdity,  of  exaggeration,  —  it  has 
dwidt'd  merits  and  excelleTices  also,  —  mmts  not  only  emi- 
nent in  tlii  iiHt'lv-'s,  but  sueh  as  j^'ive  ]>roniise  of  still  loftier 
aehie\ i  ni'  iit  in  the  future.  Tf  we  have  contributed  our  full 
shnre  to  tlie  hount  'ou^  An^do-^^axon  stock  of  shallow  and 
sham  poetry,  we  have  also  contributed  onr  full  quota  —  con- 
ttdering  our  youth  as  a  nation,  and  our  |)ro=5aie  preoccupa- 
tions, our  lack  of  leisure,  and  of  tlie  highest  intellectual  CTil- 
tore*-  to  that  which  the  world  will  not  willingly  let  dieu  I 
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waive 

a  more  direct  consideintiaa  of  the  problem^  "  Wbat  is  ibe 

essential  nature  and  true  office  of  Poetry  ? " 

Of  coui-se,  1  need  wiuste  no  more  time  on  the  pitiable  igm>- 
Tan(;e  wliich  confounds  Pwtrv  with  Vei*se,  —  the  eternal  es- 
sence with  the  oe-caiiional  ioriu  urgarb,  —  though  this  delusion 
has  still  many  votaries,  —  T  might  say,  victims.  The  young 
lady  who  e<)i  re(.'UHl  a  i'rieud's  albision  to  Shnkes|»eare  as  a  Po^rt 
with  the  siiiiliiJi^ly  eontident  assurance  that  his  plays  were  not 
poetry,  not  being  rhymed,  has  still  sharers  in  her  sad  minp- 
pxehension.  Poetry  is  at  least  four  thousand  years  old, — as 
old  as  extant  literature,  if  not  older;  while  Rh'.'Tnc  T  sus- 
pect^ oan  baldly  be  tnoed  beyond  the  time  of  the  Troubadouia 
of  weBtem  and  southern  Europe,  in  the  days  of  the  Grasadet 
YoEse^  Metre»  or  Bhythm  is  of  ooome  amch  older.  I  pn- 
sume  some  rode  tece  of  this  may  be  foandin  the  veiy  oldeak 
viztings  extant^  —  the  cheat  or  speech  in  Genesis  of  Lamech 
to  his  wives,  for  instance,  and  tlie  cddest  Hindoo  or  Ghineas 
Poems.  Bnt^  though  it  may  seem  natural^  and  ahnost  neces- 
sary, that  poetic  utterances  should  flow  into  hannoniotis  sr 
rhythmical  numbers,  this  is  not  inevitable.  Chateaubriand, 
one  of  the  j^n  eat^st  poets  of  the  last  ueiu  rat  ion,  wrott;  ran  ly  in 
verse.  WiUis  has  written  good  verses,  but  his  finest  jxx'iu  is 
**  Unwritten  Music," —  in  stnicture,  a  ])rose  essay.  That  lUiyme 
is  not  essential  to  Poetry,  all  probahjy  know  wlio  clearly  know 
anything;;  but  tliat  measured  and  <luly  aeeented  lin^,  aich 
begirmiii'^  with  a  cajn'tal  letter,  do  not  constitute  Poetry, 
though  it  may  l)e  generally,  is  by  no  means  imivereally  un- 
deistood.  But  we  cannot  define  by  negations  alone ;  and  thfi 
question  still  recurs,  Wliat  is  Poetry  ? 

I  understand  by  Poetry  that  mode  of  ezpiession  or  avff- 
xnent  which  lifts  the  soul  above  the  r^on  of  mere  sense,  ^ 
which  reaches  beyond  the  merely  physical  ov  mechanical  as- 
pects of  the  truth  affirmed,  and  H^prehends  that  truth  in  its 
nniveisal  chaiacter  and  aU-pemding  re]ations»  so  thst  cor 
own  natures  are  exalted  and  purified  by  its  eontemplatwst 
For  instance^  I  affirm  that  the  Cieation  was  a  woodzoaB,  be* 


Digitizca  by 


POET&  AND  Fosmr.  4H 


neficent  work,  which  all  intelligent.,  moral  beings  cognizitnt 
thereof  must  liave  regarded  with  adniinition,  but  that  the 
plans  and  pnrjxjses  of  God  are  entirely  alK)ve  the  comprehen- 
sion (»f  Man,  —  that  is  plain  piuse.  N«jw  h't  ns  see  a  jx>etic 
statement  of  that  ^  Mie  truth,  and  mark  its  luiiiMiOiiely  supo- 
tm  vividness  and  iorct :  — 

"Tbm  Ihe  Lord  mnmnA  Job  out  of  •  wlddwind,  and  Mid,— 

Where  wast  thou  when  I  laid  the  foundstkMit  of  ifao  Mrfht 

Declare,  if  thou  hast  nndcrstantiing ! 

Who  hath  Ukl  the  measures  thereof  ?  if  thou  kuowost  l 

Or  wbohaA  ttntdwd  die  Une  upon  Ut 

Whereupon  are  tiio  tmndstkMU  thonof  fcilBiwdt 

Or  who  laid  the  comcr-stnnc  thereof,  — 

When  the  momlog  nuir^  mat^  togtstlier, 

And  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy  i  " 

Or  I  am  impdled  to  obflem  thftt  the  eiwlions  of 
mdike  all  ooiporeal  exktetices,  aie  essentiall j  mdeatractiMja, 
and  80  fitted  to  abide  and  exert  inflaenoe  forever, — that  ie  » 
pvoeaio  etatement  of  an  obvioafl  fiict;  let  us  note  how  ^71011 
pneente  it  In  poetiy * 

"  The  li^iigs  of  the  mind  are  not  of  da/ ; 
Buentianj  immortal,  Ontf  create 
And  mnltiplj  in  us  a  brigfatBr  caf , 

And  mom  bclovcJ  I'xiftrncc  —  that  whidl  Alt 
Prohibibi  to  dull  life  in  thin  uur  state  — 
Of  mortal  bonda^,  by  these  spirits  supplied 
tint  €xflee,  then  rspliieea,  what  we  hat0> 
Watering  tiie  hearta  whose  early  flowers  have  died, 
Aa4  witb  a  giMMT  growth  n|iknafaii«  tiM  TO^ 

Or  I  observe  that  the  midmgfat  thunder,  dming  a  violent 
Smnmer  tempest,  is  echoed  firom  mountain-top  to  moontain- 
top,  forming  a  chorofl  of  awM  sublimity ;  but  the  poet  seizes 
the  thought,  and  fuses  it  in  the  glowing  alembic  of  his  num* 
hesa  thua: — 

"Faraloog^  ^ 

l?h)m  cmcr  to  rrn:^  the  rattlincr  fx'ak'i  among, 

Leaps  the  live  thunder,  —  not  from  one  lone  cloud. 

But  even/  mountiun  now  hath  found  a  tongue ; 
And  JmaMtfwen,  duoagli  liie  mistjr  ehraiid, 
Biektotbe  jojoaaAlpBfiihaicell  to  bar  alond.** 
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Such  instances  speak  mora  deady  than  the  pbuneBt  or  tlie 
subtlest  definitions.  They  show  that^  to  the  poetic  oonoep- 
is  no  hn^  aggve^tion  of  Bensetless  inattcTa 
'  mimed  into  fitM  Titalily  by  simbeaiiiB  only  to  die  and  be 
leadlved  into  its  elements^  but  a  living,  conacioQa,  vital  uni* 
veiae,  quivering  with  deatUees  aspiiation  beoanae  mniiwd^ 
by  the  breath  of  God. 

'  Nor  moat  we  Tegard  Poetiy  merely  as  an  inkllectual 

acliieveraeut,  —  a  trophy  of  human  penius,  an  uTtcrauce  from 
the  heart  of  2satiire,  fitted  to  solace  its  votaiics  and  stTPii0hen 
them  for  the  hattle  of  Life.  IWtiy  is  essentially,  im  vitaMy, 
the  friend  (if  \  ii  tue  and  Merit,  the  foe  of  Oppression  and 
Wroni;,  the  cham[iion  of  .Tiistice  and  Freedom.  AVluTi'\er 
the  good  mifTer  from  tlie  machinations  and  malevoli-nce  of  the 
evil,  —  \v]ier(  voi  Vit  e  riots,  or  Corruption  festers,  or  Tyranny 
afflicts  and  degrades,  there  Poetry  is  heard  as  an  accusii^ 
angel,  and  hor  hreath  sounda  the  trump  of  impending  doom. 
She  cannot  be  suborned  nor  pen  rrted  to  the  serv  ice  of  the 
powers  of  darkness :  a  Dante  or  a  Komer,  hu  iHl  or  bribed  to 
aing  the  piaises  of  a  despot,  or  glorify  the  achievements  of  an 
Alva  or  a  Cortes,  could  only  stammer  out  feeble,  halting  ataii- 
»8,  which  mankind  would  first  despise,  then  compaasionately 
foi^et.  But  to  the  patriot  in  his  exile,  the  slave  in  his  mqiiat 
bondage,  the  martyr  at  the  stake,  the  voice  of  Poetiy  comes 
freighted  with  hope  and  cheer,  gi^'ing  assurance  that^  wMla 
Evil  is  but  for  a  moment^  Good  is  for  ever  and  ever;  that  all 
the  forces  of  the  Universe  are  at  last  on  the  side  of  Justice; 
that  the  seeming  triumplis  of  Iniquity  are  but  a  niira*:^, 
Divinely  permitted  to  test  our  \  irtue  and  our  faitli ;  and 
that  all  thinL's  \vork  together  to  lultil  the  counsels  ;ind  ia$tab- 
lish  the  kingdom  of  the  all-seeing  and  omnipotent  (iod. 
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Tins  liard,  cold,  rocky  planet,  on  whose  suriwQe  we  exist, 
toward  whose  centre  we  gra  vitate,  seems  to  evince  but 
A  ragged  and  wajrwaid  Jmidness  for  her  slep-chiid,  Man. 
£v6iL  to  the  wvBge,  whom  she  takes  to  her  voogh  breast  with 
•ome  abow  of  maternal  lo&dnaas,  she  saji,  "Take  yomr 
cfaanee  mih  my  YBiying  moods,  —  Uy-daj,  sunshine,  floweiB, 
and  boonly ;  to-monow;  'winiiy  hlaata,  baie  liilk,  and  deati-' 
totum."  "What  wonder  if  the  poor  EBquimanx,  aMTedng  m 
Ins  foodlfifls  lodge^  irtiich  bleak  wastes  of  dnfiang  snow  etivi- 
Tan,  should  misread  even  the  serenely  faenignapt  skLes^  and 
fimcy  that  diabolic  was  at  kast  equally  potent  with  Biviois 
agency  in  creating  such  a  world? 

To  civilised  man,  unless  fenced  about  and  shielded  hy  that 
purely  artificial  creation  we  t^^rm  Property,  Nature  presents  a 
still  strrner  aspect.  He  iiuy  know,  even  bettei-  than  the 
Eiivage,  liow  to  extract  sustenance  and  conilVnt  fioni  tlie  ele- 
ments everywhere  surioun Jintf  him ;  but  lu-  iinds  lii'ise  ele- 
ments a  J  >[)T  opriated,  ~  monupolized,  —  i(ri>i  "»  d,  —  the  ]  >ri  vate, 
exclnsi\  e  ]>o<t8f»««mons  of  a  Tninority.  To  cut  in  tlio  forest  a 
dead,  decaying  tree,  wherewith  to  warm  Ids  sin's eiin-j,  s^carce- 
clad  limbs,  —  to  dig  edible  roots  from  the  swamp,  or  ^tber 
berries  (nam  the  beetling  crag  to  stay  his  gnawing  hanger, — 
is  a  trespass  on  the  rights  of  some  proprietor,  property-owner, 
landlord,  which  legally  subjects  him  to  the  assiduous  but  dis- 
agrrcalile  attentions  of  the  justice  and  the  constable.  Doomed 
to  fight  his  way  through  this  thomy  jungle,  he  finds  the  weap> 

wm  all  lAaiiiAti  htf  TWhA,  flTpointft^  »gMtM»fc  liitn.  BoKA 
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into  a  state  of  war,  he  must  first  forge  or  bay  the  lequisito  im- 
plements for  the  fray,  though  his  adversaries  are  under  no  sort 
of  oUigatioii  to  wait  till  he  is  ready.  The  £»rtile  piaiiie 
often  produces  sour,  ungenial  grasses ;  and  the  giant  Ibvest;  ao 
Inxuriant  in  its  panoply  of  tender  foliage*  affords  bat  a 
grudging  snbsiBtence  to  the  few  birds  and  animals  which  in- 
habit or  traveise  it  Eveiywhere  is  presented  the  speotade 
of  diverse  species  of  animated  beings  struggling  dcs|>eralelj' 
for  subsistence,  and  often  devomiiig  each  other  for  food. 

Into  this  nndiained  menagerie  Man  is  thrust,  to  fight  bis 
way  as  best  he  can.  The  forest,  the  prairie,  the  mountain, 
the  valley,  the  lakes,  and  the  oceau,  must  be  lamed  to  hear 
and  heed  his  voice  ere  they  can  be  relied  on  to  satisfy  his 
urgent  needs.  The  river  long  obstructs  his  progress  ere  he 
learns  tlie  secret  of  making  it  l>ear  him  swiftly  and  cheaply 
on  his  course;  the  soil  that  shall  ultimately  yield  him  the 
amplest  harvests  is  a  quaking  hog,  useless,  and  hai'dly  passa- 
ble, until  he  succeeds  in  draining  and  tilling  it.  The  lion  or 
tiger,  whom  he  ultimately  regards  as  a  raree-show,  and  carta 
about  for  hi !•  version,  is  primarily  quite  other  than  amus- 
ing, and,  though  exhibiting  himself  at  less  than  the  ''half 
price"  at  which  childien  are  elsewhere  admitted  to  the  speo- 
taole,  attiaets  no  curious  childien  of  Adam  to  any  exhibition 
but  that  of  their  own  heels.  The  watei&U  that  propels  the 
oivilizee's  mill  arrests  the  savage's  canoe.  In  shoit^  Natnr^ 
though  complaisant  at  seasons,  is  yet,  in  the  laiger  view, 
grudging  and  stem  toward  our  laoe,  until  transformed  and 
Tiviiied  by  Labor  and  Science. 

lilan,  therefore,  is  by  primal  necessity  a  T^ansfonner, — in 
other  words,  a  Eeformer.  He  must  first,  by  resolute  effort, 
fix  his  bit  in  the  moutli  of  Xatnre,  liis  sadiUe  on  lier  Lack, 
and  liis  spurs  in  her  sides,  ere  lie  is  prepared  to  nui  his  nr»- 
bler  race  and  ac^hieve  his  higher  destiny.  Though  mental 
development  and  moral  culture  be  tlie  a(hnitted  nu/.-<  of  his 
mundane  existence,  yet  to  be^n  with  the  pursuit  of  tliese  is 
to  court  and  insure  d(^feat,  by  invoking  frost  and  staiTation. 
If  the  philosopher  ox  divine  were  to  visit  the  pioneer  just 
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plasliing  together  his  log  liut  in  the  wilcli^niess,  and  ncrost 
him  with,  "Why  wear  out  your  life  in  such  sordid,  giovt'l- 
ling,  material  dnidcjery,  when  the  gorgeoui*  canopy  of  h(  ;i\ en 
overarches  yon,  the  glad  Bwn  irradiates  and  warms  you,  and 
all  Nature,  ministering  ^iratiiitOTisly  to  your  fijmn,  bodily 
\vaiits,  invites  to  meditation  and  elevating  sell'-(  <ininiiini<»n  ?" 
the  squatter's  proper  answer,  should  he  deign  to  give  any  ari- 
Bwer  {it  all,  would  he:  "Sir,  I  pro^•^de  first  for  niy  hodily 
nee<ls,  and  a;^ainst  the  litlul  inrhaiienciea  of  the  now  genial 
skies,  in  order  that  1  may  hy  anc]  Ity  have  leisure  and  y]'])()r- 
tmiity  fur  those  loftier  ])ursuits  yon  eulo;_d/.e  so  justly,  though 
inai)]>r)sirely.  I  eo\ild  not  fitly  meditate  on  O-od,  the  Uni- 
verse, and  Human  I)estiny,  with  a  shiverin;,'  wife  lookinjj  me 
aadly  in  the  fare,  noi-  with  the  cries  of  hungry  rdiildren  ring- 
ing in  my  ears.  Nay:  1  cuuld  not  so  meditat<;  tliis  halniy 
June  morning,  in  full  view  of  the  truth  that,  if  I  were  con- 
tent with  metlitation  to-day.  such  vocM  h'  the  appeals  of 
those  dependent  on  me  ere  June  sliould  greet  m  again. 
Wliat  vnu  suggest,  then,  is  excellent  in  its  tiuie  and  jjlace; 
but  1  nnist  hew  and  delve  to-day,  in  order  that  my  Sijasoii  for 
contemplation  and  culture  may  ultimately  come.'* 

Now,  this  obvious  rc>jionse  of  the  ])ioneer  to  the  phi- 
losopher is  in  essence  the  material  or  circumstantial  Re- 
former's answer  to  the  Stoic  and  tlie  Saint.  "  Wealth  is  dross; 
Power  is  anxiety,  —  is  care;  Lu.vury  eIler^•;lt^'s  the  body  mid 
debases  the  soul,"  these  remonstrate  in  chorus:  "  Krjow 
thyself,  and  be  trndy  wise;  chasten  your  appetites,  and  he 
rich  in  the  moderation  of  your  physical  wants,"  adds  the 
Stoic;  "Know  God,  and  find  hapjuness  in  adoring  and 
8er\'ing  Him,"  echoes  the  Saint.  "  True,  O  l^luto  I  true, 
divinest' Cecilia  !  but  eveiy thing  in  its  order.  To  render 
fasting  meritorious,  one  should  have  meat  at  command  ;  and 
great  spiritual  exaltation  springs  not  naturally  from  a  body 
gaunt  with  enforced  hunger.  Let  me  surround  myself  ^vith 
what  is  needful  for  me  and  mine  in  the  way  of  food,  and 
clothing,  and  shelter;  not  forgetting  meantime  the  nobler 
ends  of  my  ejdatenoe,  but  looking  also  to  iheee;  thus  will  I 
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achieve  for  myself  OpjK»rtniiit.y  for  that  loftier  pliiiK'  of  l>eiiig 
whereto  yon  so  justly  invite  me.  1  am  not  forgettmg  nor 
disobeying  the  injunction  to  '  Seek  first  the  kiniidnm  nf  Gnd 
and  His  righteousness  " ;  I  am  only  athrming  that,  until  the 
legitimate  physical  needs  of  those  dependent-  on  ray  exertions 
are  provided  for,  it  would  not  be  righteous  in  me  to  'surn  ivler 
myself  to  contemplation,  nor  even  to  devotion/'  And  this  is 
substantially  the  answer  of  the  Reformer  of  Man's  oxtHnial 
circumstances  to  those  who  insist  that  the  end  he  meditates 
is  to  be  attained  from  withui^  rather  than  from  nnthont,  —  in 

*  the  apt  phrase  of  Charles  Lane,  by  improvement,  not  of  this 
or  that  <  /Vr7/7/istancc,  but  of  the  vital  c<^/t/7'<;-stance.  We 
readily  admit  thi> ;  liut  what  then  ?  The  question  still  recure, 
"  How  is  Uie  desired  cud  to  be  attained  ? "  and  we  hold 
tbiit  thoro  is  no  practical  cure  for  the  vital  woes  of  the 
pitiable  \\  hi(  h  does  not  involve  a  preliminaiy  change  in  their 
outward  cgnditions.  You  imy  shower  precepts  mid  admoni- 
tions, tratts  and  Bibles,  on  the  squalid,  filthy,  destitute 
thouaiuds  who  tenant,  thick  as  knotted  adders,  the  cellara 
and  rookeries  of  our  ;:ivat  cities,  and  nil  Avill  run  off  them 
like  water  from  a  duck's  back,  leaving  tliem  exactly  as  \k 
found  them.  But  first  take  them  out  of  these  lairs  and  lazar- 
I1011868,  wash  them,  clothe  them  df^oently,  and  place  them 
"wbers  {hej  may,  by  honesty  useful  labor,  earn  a  &ir  sul  sist- 
ence ;  now  70a  may  ply  them  with  catechisms  and  exhortA- 
tions  with  a  rational  hope  of  advantage.  To  attempt  it  sooner, 
even  inth  seeming  success,  is  only  to  cover  their  filtliino^ 
with  a  tenacious  \'aniish  of  hypocrisy,  rendering  it  less  liato> 
ful  to  the  eye,  but  more  profnuud  and  ineradicable. 

But  not  the  Worker  only  —  the  robust,  earnest  Thinket 

■  also  —  is  of  necessity  a  Radical.  He  b^^o'^  \m  lr>s  f.  uttmjite 
1)rethren  o])pressed  and  d^mded,  debased  and  enslaved, 
through  the  malign  intlueuces  of  selfish  Cunuiqgand  desixitic 
Force ;  and  lus  yery  soul  is  stirred  within  him  as  was  that  of 
Moses  by  the  spectacle  of  his  people's  sufferings  under  tlia 
rule  of  their  Egyptian  ta^^kraasters.  No  matter  what  tti 
the  extent  or  natuie  of  Man's  abelnot^  inherent  depiavity. 
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he  cannot  &il  to  aee  that  men  aie  aelOAlly  biBtter  or  worae  at 
Ibey  have  better  or  worse  instruotore,  ni]fl(n«  and  institatioiifl. 
Before  condemning  Human  Nature  as  inoorrigible,  and  thefre* 
upon  juBti^oAg  thoae  who  nevertheless  contrive  to  make  itt 
guidauce  and  goyeniment  againfal  trad«!»  he  inqniree  whether 
this  aame  abuaed  Kature  has  not  done  better  under  other 
auspices,  and  becomes  satisfied  that  it  has.  Then  he  says  to 
the  banded  decrieis  of  Human  Nature  and  to  the  coik- 
eervatives  of  old  abnaes  who  take  shelter  under  their  wing; 
"  You  say  that  Han  cannot  watk%ract ;  remove  your  bandaget 
from  his  feet,  your  shaokks  from  his  limbs^  and  let  us  see ) 
You  81^  that  he  cannot  take  care  of  himself ;  theo  why  com- 
pel him,  in  addition,  to  take  such  generous  cure  of  ytmt 
You  say  he  is  naturalJ^  dishonest  and  thievish;  but  how 
oonld  he  be  otherwise,  when  he  cannot  fail  to  perceive  thai 
you,  who  set  yooiselves  up  tot  hia  guides  and  exemplars,  are 
peipetaally  and  enormous^  robbing  him  ?  B^gintl^  giving 
back  to  him  the  earth  which  you  have  taken  from  under 
his  feet,  the  knowledge  you  have  numopoliaed,  the  piivi* 
liQgee  yott  have  engroBBed;  and  we  can  better  deteimine 
whether  he  needs  anything,  and  what^  from  your  charity, 
after  he  shall  have  recovered  what  is  rightfully  his  own.'* 

It  is  a  fearful  gifl^  thia  of  moral  prescience, — the  ability 
and  the  will  to  look  straight  into  and  through  all  traditions^ 
usages,  beliefe,  conventionalities,  garnitures,  and  ask:  'What 
i»  this /or  /  What  does  it  signi^  ?  If  it  were  swept  away, 
what  would  be  really  lost  to  mankind?  This  baptism,  or 
whatever  may  be  the  appliance, — does  it  leaUy  cleanse? 
Does  it  even  tend  to  the  desiderated  result  ?  or  does  it  not 
rather  fortify  with  a  varnish  of  hypocrisy  and  a  crust  of  con- 
ceit the  preexisting  impurity  an4  vice?  Is  there  the  old 
unrighteousness  left,  with  ouly  self-righteousness  superadded? 
WeU  does  a  deep  thinker  speak  of  the  spirit  of  reform  aa 
vaUdng  up  and  down, "  paving  the  world  with  eyes,"  — eye^ 
which  not  merely  inquire  and  pierce,  but  chaUoige,  accuse 
anaign  also.  Happily  was  the  prophet  of  old  named  a  seer ; 
fyx  he  who  rightly  and  deeply  sees  thence  foresees.  Your 
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brawling  demafrogiie  is  a  very  empty  and  harmless  personage, 
—  "a  voice,  and  iiotliiii]^  more"  ;  but  a  silent,  uniniiiassioned 
thinker,  though  uttering  only  the  most  obvious  and  imi- 
versal  tarutlis,  sets  the  social  caldron  furiously  seething  and 
bubbling.  ''Think  not  that  I  am  6ome  to  send  peace  on 
earth "  says  the  Prince  of  Peace ;  "  I  am  not  come  to  send 
peace,  but  a  sword."  All  the  lebels,  conspirators,  ^lessiauic 
impostors,  of  that  turbulent  age,  were  not  half  so  formidable 
to  Judean  coDservatism,  Boman  despotism,  as  the  Sennon 
on  the  Mouut  And  so  in  our  day,  a  genuine,  earnest  re- 
former, no  matter  in  what  manger  cradled,  in  what  Shaker 
garb  invested,  sets  all  things  spinning  and  tilting  an>nnd 

The  true  Beformer  tuns  his  eyes  first  inward,  scmtinizing 

himself,  Ws  habits,  purposes,  efforts,  enjoyments,  asking, 
What  sij^nities  this  ?  and  this  ?  and  when  in  is  its  justifica- 
tion ?  Thi:5  ikiily  i)rovision  uf  meat  uiid  drink,  —  is  its  end 
nourishment  and  it**  incident  enjovnieut  ?  ur  are  the  poles 
reversed,  and  do  I  eat  and  diiuk  tor  the  gratification  of  apjje- 
tite,  hopin'j,  or  trusting,  or  blindly  guessing,  that,  sin<  e  it  sa- 
tiates my  desires,  it  must  satisfy  also  niy  nt^eds  ?  Is  it  ret^ui- 
site  that  all  the  zones  and  continents  should  be  ransacked  to 
build  up  the  fleeting  earthly  tabernacle  of  this  immortal 
Spirit  ?  Is  not  the  soul  rather  submerged,  stilled,  dro^^ned, 
in  this  incessant  idolizing,  feasting,  pampering  of  the  body  ? 
These  sumptuous  entertainments,  wherein  the  palate  has 
everything,  the  soul  nothing, — what  fiaculty,  whether  of  body 
or  mind,  do  they  brighten  or  strengthen  ?  Why  should  a 
Booie  of  ftniwMilii  render  up  their  lives  to  furnish  forth  my 
day's  dinner,  if  my  own  life  is  thereby  rendered  nether  suier 
nor  nobler?  "Why  gorge  myself  with  dainties  which  dond 
the  brain  and  clog  the  step,  If  the  common  grains  and  fiuits 
and  roots  and  water  afford  pirecisely  the  same  sustenance  m 
simpler  and  less  cloying  gu..>c,  and  are  for  more  conducive  to 
health,  strength,  elasticity,  longevity  ?  Can  a  man  wortliily 
surrender  his  lite  to  the  mere  uciiuiring  and  al)S( orbing  of 
food,  thus  alternating  only  from  the  state  of  a  beu^i  ul  buideii 
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t<j  that  of  a  btiast  of  proy  ?  Above  all,  wliy  .should  I  fire  my 
Mood  and  sear  my  braiu  with  liquors  which  give  a  temijorary 
exhilaiutii  111  to  the  spirits  at  the  cost  of  permanent  depm- 
^^ation  and  disorder  to  the  whole  physical  frame  ?  In  short, 
why  should  I  Live  for  and  in  my  appetites,  if  these  were  Di- 
■\anelv  created  ti)  serve  and  sustain,  not  master  and  (U'tlirone, 
the  spirit  to  wliich  this  earthly  liunie  is  but  a  husk,  a  teut,  a 
halting-pla(  (!,  in  an  exalted,  deathless  career  ?  If  the  life  be 
indeed  uiore  than  meat,  why  shaD  not  the  meat  recognize  and 
attest  that  fact  ?  And  thus  the  sincere  Kefornier,  in  the  very 
outset  of  his  course,  becomes  a  "  tee-total"  fanatic,  repre- 
sented by  the  knavish  and  re<rnrfk'd  by  the  vulgar  as  a  foe  to 
all  enjoyment  and  cheer,  in.sisiiug  that  mankind  sliall  con- 
form to  his  crotchets,  and  live  on  bian-bread  and  blue  cold 
water. 

Turning  his  eyes  away  from  himself,  1  (  scans  the  relations 
of  man  with  man,  under  which  hihor  is  pertormedand  service 
secured,  and  finds,  not  absolute  Justice,  much  less  Love,  but 
Necessity  on  the  one  hand,  Advantage  on  tlie  otlier,  presiding 
over  tlie  general  iiitercliange  of  good  officcij  among  manldiid. 
In  the  market,  on  the  excliange,  we  meet  no  recognition  of 
the  hr(»theiliootl  of  tlie  iinman  race.  A  famine  in  one  coun- 
try is  a  godsend  to  the  grain-growers  and  Hour-speculators  of 
another.  An  excess  of  immigr.it  ion  enhances  the  cost  of  food 
while  <h'|>ressing  the  wages  of  labor,  adding  in  both  ways  to 
the  wealth  of  the  forehanded,  who  lind  tluur  only  dniwback 
iu  the  inereiLsed  burdens  of  pauperism.  ThiLs  the  mansion 
and  the  ho\  el  rise  side  liy  side,  and  where  sheriffs  are  abun- 
dant is  hanging  most  frequent.  One  man's  necessity  being 
another's  ()|ii)ortunit}',  we  have  no  right  to  be  surprised  or  in- 
dignant that  the  general  system  culminates,  by  an  inexonil)ly 
logical  process,  iu  the  ejusteuce  and  stubborn  xnaintenaiice  of 
Human  Slavery. 

Yes,  I  insist  that  Slaveiy  is  a  logical  deduction  from  prin- 
ciples j^cnerdlv  afr^'pted,  and  almost  universally  accounted 
fiound  and  kudable.    Jbor,  once  admit  the  premises  that  I 


have  a  ri'^ht  to  seek  profit  from  mv  r»ei.?Iil>r>r's  privations  and 
caliuiiities  ;  that  I  have  a  riglit  to  coiisimie  in  idleness  the 
products  or  earnings  ot"  half  a  dozen  workers,  if  my  inconi© 
will  justify  the  outlay;  and  that  it  is  better  to  live  indo- 
lantly  obi>  othen^  earnings  than  indostrioualy  from  the  [ir<>- 
ceeds  of  my  own^^aDd  the  rightfulness  of  SlaTeiy  is  a 
ical  deduction,  as  plain  as  that  two  and  t\ro  make  foar. 
Hence  the  gambler^  the  swiadkr,  the  pander  for  gain  to  otfa* 
an^  yi&BB,  is  always  pro^lafwy;  ot  ii  only  irithheld  firam 
thai  dde  hy  f«ar  d  heiog  hiznielf  analmd.  Toa  would  doI 
on  three  conftuiente  find  a  pirate  or  gamui^-honee  bitUy  who 
would  not  ^adly  tzamp  five  miles  on  a  daik,  stonuy  night,  to 
help  lyneh  an  AholitioniBt  And  tfana  not  only  hm  all 
fonns  a  syuipathetic,  even  if  ill-undentood,  rdatjonship,  hut 
tihe  enemiei  of  reforms  are  united  by  a  free-masonry  equally 
potent  and  comprehensive.  The  nei^ro-trader  of  Charleston 
or  New  OiieaiLs  would  always  help  to  m.jh  a  Ti*iiipei"ance  lec- 
turer, even  though  ho  did  not  himself  driuk ;  for  he  \niUtd 
and  droa<h"»d  the  application  of  ethical  laws  to  practical  life. 
This  pirticular  reform  did  not  interfere  with  liis  pursuits  or 
his  gains  :  1>ut  he  felt  instinctively  that  all  other  reforms  were 
just  behmd  it,  —  that  they  were  peering  over  its  shoulder, 
and  ready  to  rush  in  if  this  one  succeeded  in  opening  the 
door.  So  he  put  lus  shoulder  against  it,  and  hekl  fast^ — not 
that  he  objected  specially  to  this,  but  that  fae  would  make 
seasonable  resistance  to  the  crowd  that  came  trooping  in  its 
train. 

It  was  veiy  common,  of  old,  fbr  tliis  members  of  diverse 
parties  and  sects  to  protest  that  they  were  not  AbolitiMiisfta^ 
•^.a  most  Bupeiflnous  assurance.  EssentiaUy,  radically,  there 
are  just  so  many  Abolitionists  as  compreh^id  that  it  is  bet- 
ter for  themselves,  better  also  for  their  children,  to  earn  their 
subsistence  by  fair,  honest  service  to  their  kind,  tiian  to  have 
it  supplied  them  for  nothing.  He  only  is  truly,  inflexibly 
an  Abolitionist  who  realizes  that  the  faculty  of  prodncincr  or 
earning  bread  is  as  much  an  element  l  i  uun  s  li.ijjj  uiess  as 
the  ability  to  cmiaiune  and  relish  it.   He  who  idly  witches 
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Mmt  Providence  had  made  him  heir  of  a  fortimo,  so  that  he 
might  have  faied  sumptuously  and  lived  idly^  might  just  m 
well  sigh  outr%ht  ibr  Jckn.  Jiitohfiir«  Qovetad  AiAhnmn.  plan* 
tetion  aud  fat  negroes. 

^  "Wliether  it  shall  ever  be  found  practicable  to  substitute  a 
nmvB  trustful  and  beoaficent  social  order  for  that  which  now 
piBv&i]fl»  the  aseptics  are  f  illv  justified  in  doubting.  So 
many  azperimente — fikirly  tried,  so  far  as  they  can  aea--^ 
liave  resulted  in  so  many  failures,  that  tliey  qiiite  ratiouaUy 
ooncliule  that  the  JTainily  is  the  anfy,  or  at  1<  a^t  the  higheei^ 
social  organi2ation  wlwseof  poor,  depraved  human  nature  ia 
capahla.  It  is  all  wy  well,  they  fairly  say,  to  talk  oi  tba 
great  eeonomies  of  eoiiie  theoretic  social  qrstem,  —  how  much 
could  be  saved  in  fences  and  fuel,  stowage  and  lights,  prodnc- 
tum  and  diathbutUui,  by  uniting  five  bundled  familir s  in  aoe 
household,  on  a  eoumioii  domaiii,  nther  than  scattering  tliem 
over  twice  as  many  acres  or  tweDly-^oore  farms  ;  but,  since 
it  is  proved  that  families  eanaot  or  will  not  live  aud  labor  in 
this  way,  what  use  in  cammending  it  ?  You  mii^lit  as  well 
talk  of  the  superior  pavement  of  the  Kew  Jerusalem  seen 
in  St  John's  vision  to  that  of  Broadway  or  Chestnut  Street^ 
and  insist  that  our  oitiea  shall  henoefozth  use  the  former 
exdusively. 

There  is  much  force  in  this  view ;  bat  there  is  more 
Ibroe  in  one  higlit  r  and  nobler.  It  i^;  true  that  men  and 
women  educated  in  the  selfish  isolation  ami  ant^cmism  of 
our  current  honseholdg  are  not  qualified — at  leastk  the  greet 
mass  of  tliem  are  not  —  for  any  better  form  of  society.  It 
is  troe  that  this  knowledge  has  been  attained  through  yean 
of  patient  exertien  and  sacrifice,  —  attained  by  earnest^ 
ardent,  seUVdenying  men  and  women,  who  would  have  given 
tibeir  lives  to  perfect  conclusively  a  coutraiy  demonstration. 
Juody  thoogh  it  is  tnily  uged  that  these  demouttiations  were 
made  under  veiy  imperfect  and  nn&voiable  cttcnmstances, 
it  is  e(iually  true  that  they  were  the  most  favorable  that 
could  be,  aud  l)etter  than  can  now  be,  obtained. 

We  stend,  then,  in  the  preaemoe  of  this  state  of  hdk : 
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On  the  one  hand,  it  is  proved  dif&cult  to  create  aad  mam- 
tain  a  more  trustful  and  harmonious  social  stnictaie  out  oC 
0iich  mateiialfi  as  the  old  social  maohineiy  has  formed,  — 
or  xalJier,  we  rnxj  say  practically,  out  of  such  materials  as  the 
old  uachiiieiy  has  e^^elled  and  r^eoted ;  yet  we  know^  on 
the  other  hand,  Uiat  a  more — yes,  I  will  say  it —  Chnstian 
Social  Order  is  not  impossible.  For  it  is  mote  than  half 
a  centmy  since  the  first  associations  of  the  gentle  asoetics 
contemptaonsly  termed  Shakers  were  formed;  and  no  one 
will  pretend  lhat  they  have  fiuled.  No :  they  have  steadily 
and  eminently  expanded  and  increased  in  wealth,  and  every 
el(  iiK-nt  of  material  prosperity,  until  they  are  at  this  day  just 
objects  of  t'ln y  to  their  neighbors.  They  produce  no  paupers; 
they  excrete  no  beij^ars ;  they  have  no  idlers,  rich  or  pour; 
no  purse-] aoml  nabobs,  no  cringing  sluvtis.  So  fir  are  tliey 
from  pecuiiiarv  failure,  that  they  alone  have  known  no  such 
Avonl  as  fail  since,  ami*!  povt-rty  and  odium,  tliey  Iciid  the 
foundations  of  their  so(  iid  edihce,  and  inscribed  "  Holiness  to 
the  Tx)rd  "  above  tlieir  gates.  They  may  not  have  attempted 
the  highest  nor  the  wis^t  achievement ;  but  what  they 
attempted  they  have  accomplished.  And,  if  there  were  no 
other  success  akin  to  theirs,  ^  but  there  is, — it  would  still 
be  a  demonstrated  truth  that  men  and  women  can  live  and 
labor  for  general,  not  selfish,  good, — can  banish  pauperism* 
servitude,  and  idleness,  and  secure  general  thrift  and  plenty, 
by  moderate  cooperative  labor  and  a  complete  identity  of 
interests.  Of  this  truth,  each  year  offers'  added  demonstra- 
tions ;  but^  if  all  were  to  cease  to-morrow,  the  &ct  that  it  had 
been  proved  would  remain.  Perhaps  no  Plato,  no  Scipio, 
no  Columbus,  no  Milton,  now  exists ;  but  the  capacity  of  the 
Race  is  still  measured  and  assured  by  tlu^  gre;it  men  and 
great  dieds  that  liave  been.  Man  ran  work  for  his  brothers 
good  as  well  JUS  his  owu  :  an  unbroken,  triunijiliant  experience 
of  half  a  century  has  establislied  th*^  fact,  so  that  fifty  cen- 
turies of  contrary  experience  wonld  not  dispro\'e  it. 

But  wc  are  not  re*jiiired  to  jtrove  the  ca|taoity,  the  adajtta- 
bility,  of  Man  to  a  social  accord  so  extreme  as  Couuiunism. 
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The  piactitftbiliCy  of  tliis  mvolyoi  that  of  eray  Bodal  vbcoii* 
stntctioii  leas  radical,  just  as  a  bushel  of  giam  contains  every 
lesser  measure  thereof;  but  the  truth  of  the  leveise  does  not 
fbUov.  A  bank  on  which  eveiy  human  being,  or  even  every 
stockholder,  might  fill  up  and  dmw'diecks  at  discretion, 
■would  soon  be  broken ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  a  well- 
managed  joint-stock  bank  must  inevitably  tail.  Man  may 
yet,  in  far  distant  ages,  become  wise  enouj?li,  id  enough,  to 
realize  that  Liibur  is  needliil  to  him  -da  iuoJ,  and  thai  iViiL^ral- 
itv  and  temperance  are  esM  iiiial  to  long  life  and  sustained 
eni*»vnient.  But,  far  tliis  side  of  that,  he  mav  hecuiue  con- 
vinc(  d  that  \m  wais  <>n  himself  in  seekin;^  a  seltish  good,  and 
that  only  in  conjunction  with  others'  happiness  can  Ids  own 
be  secured.  It  needs  not  that  he  be  willing  to  share  his  earn* 
ings  with  others,  in  order  that  he  may  realise  that  every  in- 
voluntary idler  saps  the  general  well-being,  and  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  each  to  see  that  there  is  work  and  fair  recompense 
for  all 

I  write  in  sad  and  chill  November.  The  skies  are  sullen 
and  weeping;  the  ground  is  reeking  mire;  and  the  fierce 
northwester  lingeis  just  behind  the  Highlands,  ready  to  rash 
upon-  the  tattered  and  thio-dad  like  a  pack  of  fhmished 
wolves.  Adown  the  street  pace  crowds  of  weary  seekers, — 
seekers  once  of  fame,  perhaps,  or  power,  or  wealth  j  but  now 
of  food  and  raiment.  —  of  work  and  ^va^re8.  The  shop-\vin- 
dows  and  duoi-s  are  choked  with  ship-loads  of  wares  ii(la]>ted 
t4^  their  ur<Tent  physical  needs,  —  everythin*:  requisite  to  cat, 
ant]  hnni,  and  wear.  All  tIn'Sf  were  iiroduced  hylaljor:  and 
the  needy  fm>  most  \villiii<:  to  Lfive  lalxT  in  exehanLfe  for  them. 
Tlie  ownei-s.  on  tlie  other  liand,  want  to  sell  them,  —  l)ou^dit 
them  for  tliat  y  nrjH  .se,  and  must  break  if  the  end  is  not 
attained.  Yet  here  the  two  classes  stand  facing,  eyeing  each 
other, — ;a  thin  plate  of  glass  dividing  them,  —  the  man  with- 
in anidous  to  sell,  and  he  without  eager  to  Xmr.  yet  some 
malignant  spell  seems  to  keep  them  still  blaukly,  lielplessly 
staring  at  each  other.  Perhaps  a  mere  combination  of  the 
hungry,  thin^dad  thousands  who  wishfully,  firuitless^  gasa 
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iato  thoie  windows,  would  Beam  the  desiied  teeult;  lor  hm 
aie  peiBODfl  of  all  kinds  as  well  as  gnidee  of  ability  anzioiisiy 
aeeking  work, — that  i8»  seeldiig  (^portuxiily  to  ooln  their  own 
exertioDB  into  the  bread  and  clothes  and  shdter  they  so  presa* 
ingly  need.  Saj  there  is  no  woik  for  them,  and  their  own 
hunger  and  rags  give  yoa'  the  lie :  they  themeelvea  ooBeo* 
tively  afford  that  very  market  for  theb  labor  for  want  of  which 
they  sevemUy  shiTer  and  fiuniflh.  But  the  carpenter  cannot 
live  on  timber,  even  if  he  had  it ;  he  cunnot  ovou  build  liim- 
self  the  dwelling  lor  want  of  which  his  iliildren  shiver  in 
some  damp  basement;  and  tlnis  the  sccly  tailor  cjrows  daily- 
more  niiii^od,  and  the  uneni})loyed  shdcniaker  dt%^j>airiiigly 
sees  Ids  owu  leeL  come  more  and  more  fully  in  contact  with 
the  f  rosty,  flinty  pavement ;  while  the  si'anisti^ss  nut  of  w  ork  ^ 
creeps  to  lier  bare  gai*ret  and  prays  Onri  that  starvation,  rather 
than  infamy,  may  end  her  long  Tiattlc,  now  so  nearly  last,  for 
the  coarsest  and  scantiest  bread.  X«gisIators  !  philanthro- 
pists !  statesmen !  there  must  he  some  way  out  of  thi.s  social 
labyrinth;  for  Qod  is  good,  and  bas  not  created  men  and  wo- 
men to  starve  for  want  of  woik.  The  precept "  Six  days  thaii 
thon  labor**  implies  and  predicts  work  for  all ;  where  is  it  t 
aood  what  shall  supply  it  ?  If  3rou  cannot  or  will  not  solve 
this  problem,  at  least  do  not  defiune  or  impede  those  who 
eamestily  seek  its  solution! 

The  greats  the  all-embracing  Beform  of  our  age  is  therefore 
the  SoaAL  Kefonn,  —  that  which  seeks  to  lift  ihe  Laboring 
Class,  as  such,  —  not  out  of  labor,  by  any  means,  —  but  out  of 
ii^ni trance,  inefficiency,  dependence,  and  waui,  and  place  them 
in  a  position  of  pai  incrship  and  recognized  mutual  helpful- 
ness with  llie  sujjpliers  of  the  Capital  wkieli  they  n.-ndfr 
fruitful  find  ftlieient.  It  is  easily  said  that  this  is  the  caiki 
now;  but,  ]>rartieally,  the  faet  is  otherwise.  Tlie  man  who 
has  only  labor  to  barter  for  wages  or  bread  looks  up  to  the 
buyer  of  his  sole  commodity  as  a  benefactor ;  the  master  and 
joumeyman,  farmer  and  hired  man,  lender  and  borrower, 
mistress  and  servant,  do  not  stand  on  a  recognized  footing  of 
xedproGal  benefaction.    Trae,  self-interest  is  the  acknowl* 
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edged  impulse  of  either  party;  the  lender,  the  employer, 
pirte  with  his  money  only  to  increase  it,  and  so,  it  would 
seem,  is  entitled  to  prompt  payment  or  faithful  ser\'ice, — 
not,  specially,  to  gratitude.  He  who  pays  a  bushel  of  fatt 
wheat  for  a  day's  work  at  sowing  for  next  year's  han'ost  has 
simply  exchanged  a  UKxlicum  of  lit3  property  for  other  prop- 
erty, to  iiim  of  greater  value  ;  and  so  has  no  sort  of  claim  to 
'an  TOnreciprocated  obeisance  from  the  other  party  to  the  bar- 
gaiiL  But  so  long  as  there  shall  he  ten  who  would  gladly 
bOROW  to  one  disposed  and  able  to  lend,  and  many  mors 
anxioiLs  to  be  hired  than  other:^  able  and  willing  to  employ 
them,  there  always  wiU  be  a  natural  eagerness  of  competition 
for  k»ii8,  advances,  emplo^-mcnt,  ^d  a  resultin;:^  dc  ferenoe  pt 
borrower  to  Imder,  employed  to  employer.  He  who  may 
*  hire  or  not,  as  to  him  sliall  seem  profitable,  i?  iTid(>]>endeiit; 
while  he  who  must  be  hired  or  starve  ezisto  at  others'  mercy. 
Not  till  Society  shall  be  so  acyusted,  so  orgatiized,  that  who- 
flver  is  willing  to  work  shall  assuredly  Mrc  work,  and  fut 
recompense  for  doing  it,  as  readily  as  he  who  has  gold  may 
exchange  it  for  more  portable  notes,  will  the  laborer  be  placed 
on  a  Tiotiii^  of  justice  and  rightful  independence.  He  who 
IB  able  and  willing  to  i:ive  work  for  bread  is  not  esflentiaUy  a 
pauper;  ho  does  not  desire  to  abstract  without  recomjiense 
from  the  aggregate  of  the  world's  goods  and  chattels ;  he  is 
not  riglitfiilly  a  beggar.  Wishing  only  to  convert  his  own 
muscular  enei^^  into  bread,  it  is  not  merely  his  but  every 
mam's  interest  that  the  opportunity  should  be  afforded  hdm, 
— nay,  it  is  the  dear  duty  of  Siwiety  to  render  sooh  eop- 
obange  at  all  times  practicable  and  convenient 

*A  oommnnity  or  little  world  wIk  i  i  all  freely  serve  and 
all  are  amply  served,— wherein  cncAi  works  according  to  lus 
tastes  or  needs,  and  is  paid  for  all  be  does  or  brin^^^  t  >  pass* 
— wherein  education  is  tree  and  common  as  air  and  suushine, 
—  wherein  drones  and  sensualists  cannot  aMde  tiie  social 
atmosphere,  but  are  expelled  by  a  quiet,  wholesome  fnmn  n- 
totion, — wherein  humbogs  and  'charlatans  neoessaaly  find 
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their  leyel,  and  nought  but  actual  aervioe^  tested  by  liia 
severaBtoideabt  oan  secuie  appiobatum»aiid  none  but  Bterlii^ 
qualities  win  esteem, — sach  is  the  ideal  world  of  the  Social- 
isL  Giant  that  it  is  but  a  dream, — and  each,  as  yet,  it  for  the 
most  part  has  been, — it  by  no  means  foUows  that  it  has  no 
practical  yalne.  On  the  contraiy,  an  ideal,  an  illnsion,  if  a 
noble  one,  has  often  been  the  inspiiui  of  grand  atid  beneficent 
efforts.  Moses  was  fitted  never  to  enter  the  Land  of  Promise 
he  so  longingly  viewed  from  afar ;  and  Columbus  never  Ibuud 
—  who  can  now  wisli  that  he  liad  ?  —  that  uimupeded 
route  westwanl  to  India  that  he  sought  so  wisely  and  so 
(lariiiuly.  Yet  still  the  world  ujoves  uii,  and  ly  mysterious 
and  nn.'X]K'('t(  d  ways  the  gre^\t,  brave  isoul  is  pemiittcd  to 
8uhser\<'  tlir  Ix  nii^nant  pnr]>ost,'s  ot  God  contemplating'  the 
(•1(>\ati(ni  ami  blcssini,'  of  Man.  And  so,  T  caimot  doubt,  the* 
uiia^liish  etibrts  in  our  day  for  the  nielioration  of  social  liaid- 
ships,  thougli  their  methods  may  be  rejected  as  mistaken  or 
defective,  will  yet  signally  conduce  to  their  contemplated 
ends.  Fail  not,  then,  humble  hoper  for  "  the  Good  Tims 
Coniin  L  ;*  lend  your  feeble  sigh  to  swell  the  sails  of  whatever 
bark  is  lighted  with  earnest  efforts  for  the  mitigation  of 
human  woes,  nor  doubt  that  the  Divine  breath  shall  waft  it 
at  last  to  its  prayed-for  hayoi  I 

Time  win  not  suffice  tospealc  frilly  of  the  efforts,  but  yester> 
day  80  earnest  and  active,  now  so  languid  and  nnai>}mrent, 
for  the  abolition  of  the  legal  penalty  of  Deatli.  rcrluq^s  this 
effort  has  already  succeeded  so  far  as  it  \\  a^  best  it  shoidd 
succeed  at  ]imsent,  —  tliat  is,  so  far  tliat  some  States  in  the 
West,  aa  others  in  the  East,  have  al)stilnt«'ly,  and  others 
virtually,  abolished  the  Death  Vcnalty.  it  we  could  now 
foi^et  the  whole  subjcj*  t  fur  tt'n  y«ars,  we  might,  at  the  close 
of  that  period,  rnmpare  carefidly  and  searchingly  the  preva- 
lence of  capital  crime  in  the  States  respectively  which  have 
abolished  and  those  which  have  retained  the  Gallows,  and 
strike  an  in^^tructive  balance  between  them.  For  the  present^ 
let  it  su£^  that  no  one  appears  now  to  be  seriously  contend- 
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ing  that  life  is  less  safe  or  crime  more  prevalent  in  the  States 
which  destroy  no  human  lives  than  in  others.  And,  when 
Society  shall  for  a  generation  have  set  a  consistent  example 
of  reverencing  the  inviolability  of  this  life,  regarding  it  as  a 
sacred  gift  from  God,  which  He  only  may  wan-antably  take 
away,  —  we  may  rationally  hope  that  the  example  will  not 
be  lost,  even  on  those  conatitutioiutUy  prone  to  outrage, 
violence,  and  crime. 

Nay,  let  me  venture  one  more  suggestion.  The  nations, 
races,  ages,  most  advanciMl  in  civilization  and  knowledge  have 
ever  been  most  reluctant  to  quench  the  light  of  life.  Despots 
and  oligarchies  Imve  mowed  down  men  by  whol^le,  where 
republics  and  popular  governments  have  genendly  been  for- 
bearing and  humane.  Every  trial  of  j)opular  sovereignty  in 
lEurope  has  b^n  attended  or  followed  by  a  mitigation  or 
dimiuution  of  sanguinary  penalties ;  and  the  glMi  ious  upising 
of  '48  would  ere  this  have  nearly  dismissed  the  hangman  or 
headsman  from  the  public  service,  if  Koyal  treacheiy,  courflj 
oonspuw^,  and  popular  levity  had  not  crushed  it.  And  now, 
in  the  heyday  of  Beaction,  we  bear  hom  time  to  time  of  ono 
despot  after  another,  having  recovered  his  throne  and  his 
prescDCC  of  mind,  reestablishing  or  leinvigorating  the  Gallows. 
I  rejoice  in  the  hope  that  the  progress  of  Christianity,  civi- 
lization, and  liberty,  will  yet  drive  it  altogether  fsom  tlie 
earth. 

I  will  barely  glance  at  the  great  problem  of  Educational 
fieform,  —  of  the  Wending  of  Labor  with  Study,  so  as  to  pre- 
serve health  of  body  and  vigorons  activity  of  mind,  enable 
the  student  nearly  or  quite  to  work  his  way  through  academy 
and  college,  and  send  him  out  better  qualified  to  wresde  with 
adversity,  instruct  the  uneducated,  and  maintain  a  healthful 
independence,  than  he  otherwise  could  be.  Not  to  ai^e  or 
commend,  but  simply  to  state  the  position  of  the  BeformeB, 
shall  be  the  point  of  my  aim. 

The  old  division  of  mankind  into  a  numerous,  unlearned, 
(V  working,  and  a  thinly  sown  but  powerful  thinking,  di- 
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leoting,  e&Qoatedy  gumming  blftn,  ii  no  loaiger  pofsibkle,  arm 
in  appioximatioiL  The  principle  tmdeTlying  the  Btmhnunical 
syateai  of  caste  k  alien  to  mt  lawa  and  our  intellectual  ocm- 
dition.  The  masaes  have  at  least  a  amattering  of  knowledge, 
and  more  than  a  shadow  of  power.  Tbej  may  be  edncatod 
badly,  imperfectly,  superficially ;  they  will  never  a$iain  con- 
sent to  be  not  educated  at  all.  Ever-increasing  luilJions  will 
be  spent  on  their  instniction :  shall  they  thereby  be  taught 
what  they  need  to  kiiow,  <ir  what  is  adnptf*d  to  other  needs  ' 
than  theirs?  An  artxiinicnt  will  lumlly  lie  uccuss^uy  to  slioW 
that  tli(_'  traininj^  rcijuirrd  to  make  aii  iil>l<'  and  pfRci^nt  <1'V- 
tor,  lawyer,  or  cleri^yman,  is  nut  that  whidi  is  esM'iiti.d  tn  tlie 
development  of  a  capable  and  weU-inlunaed  larmer,  me- 
chanic, or  civil  engineer.  Nobody  contends  that  the  routine 
of  our  colleges  is  that  which  is  beet  oalcnlated  to  fit  a  youth 
for  eminence  as  a  militaiy  or  naval  commander :  why,  then, 
should  it  be  deemed  apfuropriate  for  our  embryo  captains  of 
indnstzy  ?  N<me  are  more  apt  to  inveigh  against  the  shaQow* 
nesB  or  qnackeiy  of  our  cunent  applicatioDS  of  sdenoe  te 
agricnltore,  than  they  who  bar  the  way  to  oar  adTanoe  to  Uw 
acquisilion  of  a  science  of  agrieolture  which  shall  be  neiUiBr 
ehsdlow  nor  empirical 

The  time  when  to  know  how  to  read  was  proof  pKosiunp- 
tive  of  an  education  for  the  priesthood  can  never  be  recalled. 
The  supposition  that  methodized  knowled<:re  is  not  as  impaf«- 
tant  to  the  cultivator  as  to  the  clergyman  is  no  longer  en- 
tertained. No  wivse  (  liamjiion  of  chissical  educ^ition  to-day 
sadly  or  siieeringly  intjuircs,  w  llh  thp  .VpucrypUal  writer  uf 
Ecclesiasticus,  "  Tlow  cnn  get  wisilom  that  holdeth  the 
})lough,  that  'il>ri(>tli  in  tlu,'  Ljond,  that  dri\  et^.  oxi'n.aii'l  \s  oc- 
cupied with  the  care  (A'  luillucks?"  The  spirit  that  dii-tated  • 
those  que«;tinns  may  still  linger  in  sojnc  cloistral  recesses, 
some  sepulciiral  caverns,  but  it  no  longer  stalks  abroad  out- 
spoken and  defiant  It  is  in  our  age  a  thii^  of  nighty  and 
must  vanish  with  the  dawning  of  the  day. 

Well,  then :  we  need  and  must  have  a  system  of  higher 
education  which  recognises  the  truth  that  Man  is  by  nature  a 
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trarker, — a  ftsMoner  aad  rokY  of  matter,  thai  to  be  indna- 
triouB  iB  dictated  to  bim  \fj  a  benefioent  law  of  bis  being,  and 
that  daily  znuBenkr  as  irall  ae  mental  effoft  Is  amoQg  the  coi^ 
diticma  iit  bis  liealthful  and  Joyfol.  ezJatenoe.  We  need  aa 
education  which  feoogniaesthatCkKl  has  placed  men  on  earth 
tiiat  thej  may  woik,  and  that  eveiy  attempt  to  eacape  thia 
destiny  panBeb  tiie  otiginal  ofifence  of  Jonah,  and  anbjecta 
^  file  oflender  to  cakmitiae  like  to  his.  We  need  an  edncation 
whidL  shall  not  only  regard  as  an  end  the  fonning  of  more 
instnieted  and  efficient  fiumen  and  artuans  than  we  now 
have,  bat  the  ultimate  tmining  of  the  great  mass  of  our  youth 
to  degrees  of  skill  in  the  choice  and  use  of  implements  hith^ 
erto  nnknown.  To  this  end,  we  mnst  have  seminaries  which 
not  merely  provide  woric  for  their  pupils,  bnt  regwin  it  in^ 
flexibly  6om  all, — which  edncat^  the  head  and  the  hand  to- 
gether, each  to  be  the  ally  and  the  complement  of  the  other; 
which  shall  teach  our  asfniing  youth,  not  only  how  to  do  bet- 
ter than  their  flttheie  d^  in  eveiy  Md  of  blmded  intellect- 
ml  and  indnstrial  efRnrt,  but  why  this  way  is  better  than  any  * 
other,  and  in  what  direction  forther  in^vovement  is  to  be 
made,  ^us,  and  thus  only,  may  we  expect  to  elevate  our 
industrial  porsnits  to  that  position  which  they  are  justly  ei^ 
titled  to  hold,  and  render  Hiem  attnotrre  to  our  aspiring  and 
noble  youtib.  Eveiy  useftil  Tooation  k  respected  in  propor- 
tion to  the  measure  of  intellect  it  requires  and  reward^,  and 
never  can  rise  above  this  level  You  may  eulogize  the  Dig^ 
nity  of  Labor  tiU  doomsday,  vrifhont  msldng  a  boot-blaol^s 
calling  as  bonomble  as  that  of  an  engineer  or  a  dmughtsman ; 
and,  so  long  as  an  ignoiaint  and  stupid  boor  shall  be  esteemed 
wise  enough,  learned  enough,  for  a  competent  &rmer  or  me- 
ehanic,  all  spread-eagle  glorification  of  Manual  Labor  will  be 
demagogue  cant  and'oiRce-seeking  hypocrisy.  Only  through 
a  tner  and  nobler  education  can  the  working  masses  ever 
attain  the  portion  and  the  respect  which  tiie  geniua  of  oar 
institutions  predicts  and  requires  for  them.  And  that  Educa- 
tion has  yet  its  seminaries  to  found  and  its  prol^ssom  to  train 
or  disoover. 

as 
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But  I  must  not  dwell  longer  on  special  Reform  movements, 
though  many  others  challenge  our  attention.  If  the  few 
bricks  taken  almost  at  random  give  any  fair  idea  of  the 
character  and  proportions  of  the  edifice,  yt^u  will  thence  fh:^- 
cei\  e,  —  wliat  many  of  you,  doubtless,  have  nut  waited  till  uow 
to  learn,  —  that  what  the  Reform *Spirit  of  otir  age  labors  pri- 
marily aud  generally  to  establish  is  the  equality  of  Human 
Bights,  regardless  of  all  disparities  of  strength,  or  knowledge, 
or  oasta^  or  ereed,  or  c^lor,  —  an  eqnali^  baaed  on  the  all- 
embracing  moral  obligation  to  consecrate  eveiy  facility,  eveij 
impulse,  to  tbe  highest  good  of  Humanity.  Thiongh  all  ito 
BelfisbnesB^  lapaoity,  foUy,  and  sin,  the  Genins  of  our  jkga 
speaks  to  us  m  ton^  which  the  <ii«rAming  hear  and  the 
thoughtful  heed;  and  the  burden  of  its  message  runs  thus: 
''It  is  nobler  and  better  to  teach  the  child  than  to  hang  tiis 
man; — it  is  viaer  to  remove  tempfation  from  the  path  of 
the  "weak  than  to  punish  them  beoause  they  have  stumbled 
and  fellen, — easier  to  find  the  vagnnt  orphan  a  home,  and 
teach  him  a  trade,  than  to  mtch  him  as  a  rogue  and  pumsh 
him  as  a  thief,  —  cheaper  and  better  for  Society  to  find 
■  work  for  all  who  need  and  seek  it  than  to  support  the 
needy  in  idleness  lus  j)aupers,  vagrants,  or  criminals,  ^ —  noltler 
to  warn  than  to  doom,  —  inore  godlike  to  lift  up  than  to 
crush  down,  —  and  far  safer  to  l)e  suiTouiided  and  shield- 
,  ed  bv  <jrati tilde  and  love  than  to  l>e  walled  in  with  batter- 
ies  and  hedged  about  by  spears."  Thus  testifies  the  age  of 
Stoam-Fiesses,  liaUroads,  and  Lightning  Telegraphs  to  States- 
men, Legislators,  and  Bulem ;  vhen  shall  it  be  fidly  under- 
stood and  heeded  ? 

But  I  have  proposed  to  apesl^  not  only  of  Befonns,  but  of 
Beformers, — a  theme  somewhat  less  grand  and  inspiring^ 
For,  indeed,  the  oontiast  between  the  work  proposed  and  tlis 
man  who  proposes  and  undertakes  it  is  often  so  broad  as  to 
partake  of  the  faidiorous.  I  have  met  several  in  my  day  who 
were  quite  confident  of  theor  ability  to  oonect  Eudid'a 
Qeometiy  or  npset  Kewton's  theoiy  of  Giavitatioii;  but  I 
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doubt  whetlier  one  of  them  could  have  earned  or  boi  rowpd 
two  hundred  dollai^  in  the  course  of  a  year,  and  nothing 
stumps  an  average  Kefornier  of  things  in  general  so  complete- 
ly as  to  be  asked  to  settle  his  board-bill.  I  can  guesB  with 
what  awed  apprehezision  the  green  disciple  comes  up  from 
some  nural  bamlet  or  out-of-the-way  village  to  tiie  metropoliqp 
there  to  meet  for  the  fiist  time  the  oracle  of  some  great  move- 
^  nwni  for  the  legeneratioii  of  tiie  world,  whose  writingB  ha 
has  doTCMiied  witii  womknng  admiiatioii;  and  with  what 
Uaiik  smpnae  he  finds  himself  introdnoed,  at  some  dab- 
house  or  lestaniant;  to  said  onde,  —  a  spindling,  ohatteKQg; 
peiaonally  insignificant  entity,  who  discooiaes  vdably  and 
di^ointedl J  of  the  times,  the  crops,  and  the  weather ;  and 
never  eren  blnndeis  on  a  pithy  saying,  unless  when,  in  the 
fervor  of  good  fellowship,  he  orders  '*Pork  Chops  for  two* 
But  it  were  hardly  fair  to  ride  down  Keformers  in  a  body,  as 
a  brigade  of  heavy  cax  iilry  might  sweep  over  a  pulk  of  Cos- 
sacks ;  let  us  analyze  the  mass  with  searching  and  patient 
discrimination. 

The  first  or  lowest  class  among  tliem  I  take  to  ]>e  the 
envious.  Tlie  wide  disparity  between  most  men's  estimate 
themselves  respectively,  and  their  neighbors*  valuation  of  the 
Ytaj  same  article,  has  been  abundantly  observed.  The  num- 
ber who  suppose  themselyee  enonuonslv  underrated  in  tlic 
world's  opinion  is  very  great ;  and  each  believes  that  he  would 
have  long  since  aoqnired  a  fortane  or  achieved  eminence  if  he 
had  only  passed  current  for  all  he  was  worth.  The  ambitiooa 
and  conceited,  thns  stamped  In  the  mint  of  Sodety  at  what 
tiiey  consider  a  minous  depredaticm,  are  naturally  lebels 
against  the  anthoiity  which  thns  disranhs  and  degrsdea 
them,— they  know  lhat  the  Social  edifice  is  wrong  end  up, 
from  the  fact  that  they  are  so  near  the  bottom  of  it  And  thus 
thonsands  fency  themselves  Reformers,  while  their  real  ob- 
jection to  the  world  a.s  it  is  relates  not  at  all  to  the  fashion 
of  the  .struetiue,  but  solely  to  their  o^\  a  }>lace  in  it. 

Akin  to  this  cUm  is  that  of  the  devotees     Sensual  App&- 
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MIe,  wliose  prospectiTB  miOennium  is  a  period  of  g^ienl 
license,  wherein  everybody  may  do  with  impunity  whatsoever 
his  desin muv  luompt,  —  or,  ut  least,  <A^y  may.  This  dasi 
iees  the  Social  world  so  covered,  fettered,  interpenetrated,  by 
laws,  ciLgtoras,  beliefe,  which  plant  themselves  firndy  acmss 
the  path  wliei-eon  ite  members  are  severally  ])ressin^'  tVnwiiid 
to  the  gralilieation  of  ♦'%«'!•>  im})ulse,  that  it  is  ]»lain  that, 
either  Society  is  or  lliey  are  sadly  in  the  wron;:; ;  and  im- 
perious Appetite  forbids  the  conclusion  tiiat  ihey  are.  if  the 
Worid  as  it  is  would  only  (Concede  them  wealth  without  ia- 
dnstty,  enjojimnt  without  obedience^  lespeot  without  virtue, 
it  would  be  as  good  a  world  now  as  they  coald  ask  for ;  bul 
lince  it  will  not  (indeedi  cannot)  do  thus,  they  make  desper- 
ate fight  against  it»  just  as  a  Tkuoas  and  indiaoteei  bull,  it  ii 
said,  will  sometimes  bul*  heads  with  a  locomotive.  Byrai 
spealks  to  os  out  of  the  heart  of  this  dtoss,  and  so  Ibccihif 
tiiat  Mb  statement  will  haidlj  be  impioved.  The  diction  of 
this  school  is  often  nemus ;  its  logic  inTincihle,  if  cnljr  its 
premises  be  granted ;  and  its  rhetoric  really  fascinating  to 
those  who  are  in  the  heyday  of  youth  and  its  piassions ;  but 
the  understanding  is  only  clouded,  it  is  not  eonvinceii.  i^y 
the  inculcations  thus  incited,  and  the  cooling  t)f  the  hlo'xi 
gives  conscience  an  opportunity  to  reas?^ert  her  lonL'-i;^nore<i 
Sovereignty.  The  free  son^^^s,  so  deliciou.sly  warbled  and 
heartily  delii^'hted  in  by  bachelor  Little,  become  a  scandnl  atid 
a  nuisance  to  respectable  Mr.  Thomas  ^loore,  husbmd  of  a 
worthy  wife,  and  father  of  piano-playing  daughters  ;  and  thus 
Social  Order,  without  directly  replying  to  the  sc^^hbtries  or 
Tcsistinjif  the  vagaries  of  her  le^olting  sons,  awaits  patiently 
the  inevitable  hour  when  they  ehall  voluntarily  kned  at  her 
feet  to  abjure  their  treason,  beg  her  foigiv6nesB»  and  seek 
abeolution. 

I  think  there  is  a  small  class  -mhxm,  meie  Ibne  of  wiD,  or, 
nther,  a  spirit  of  antagonism,  impels  into  the  service  of  Bs- 
ibrnL  These  mark  how  unequal  is  the  battle  ever  waged 
between  the  contending  hosts,  and  are  prompted  by  a  duvat- 
lons  sentiment  to  couch  a  lance  on  the  weaker  aide.  They 
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see  how  r<»yitltiea,  hierarchies,  aristocracies,  bourgeoises,  all 
support  each  other  and  ovcrl>ear  the  opposing  amiy,  —  how 
the  \nctory  so  grandly  won  by  I'adicalism  to-day  only  resulU 
at  list  in  ^r^f^ening  the  base,  and  increiusing  the  power  of  (^on- 
6or\:ttisrn;  and  they  mentally  say,  "Here  gocii  for  the  side 
Vi'lucU  must  ti'iuniph,  if  at  iiU,  against  immense  odds,  yet  can 
never  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a  v  ictory  ! "  —  and  so  vm\i  in,  to  he 
eut  down,  thrust  hack,  or  metamorphosed,  as  chance  or  Provi- 
dence may  determine. 

For  indeed  the  argnnu  ut  for  Conservatism  i^  'intrinsically 
80  strung,  that  only  the  maddest  unwisdom,  the  most  pre|>nM- 
terous  displavs  of  selfishness,  on  the  part  of  its  cham])ion», 
could  possibly  overthrow  it.  No  mouaichy  was  ever  under* 
mined  or  overturned  <^xcppt  through  some  inonarc'h's  o,wti 
blunders  or  crimes,  and  none  ever  will  V)e.  If  ever  man  of 
"WPulth  Were  so  tiriKtious  a??  l<.)  fear  that  the  houseless,  sliiver- 
ing  wretches  in  the  streets  would  t^jret  the  jMissessors  of 
stately,  comfortahle  mansions,  and  sit  down  securely  in  their 
places,  he  evinced  a  Mant  of  sa^^acity  at  leu^jt  equtil  to  his 
want  of  nerve.  If  a  city  could  be  saekt;d  hy  its  de^iptnate 
denizens,  the  lirst  s^.-t  who  eflected  a  lod^^'ment  in  its  palaces 
would  make  haste  to  shoot  the  residue  of  the  riH'M»'  horde 
for  their  own  security,  and  so  would  weaken  themselves 
youd  the  j>ossihility  of  maintaining  tin  ir  di/zy  altitude. 
Ksdicnlism  is  the  tornado,  the  earthquake,  uhicli  comes,  acta, 
and  is  <,'one  fur  a  century  ;  Conservatism  is  tlie  ijnfnilc,  which 
may  be  chipped  away  here  or  there  to  l)uild  a  new  house,  or 
let  a  railroad  pass,  but  which  will  substantially  abide  fonjver. 

The  arj^Mimrnt  fi>r  Conservatism  appeals  resistUssiy  to  all 
who  have  good  digesino  or«/ans  wliich  they  cln'risli.  with 
anythincf  satisfactory  wlien-ou  lo  employ  them.  The  natural 
presumi>tiou  that  wliatever  has  stood  the  shocks  anil  nuita- 
tions  of  centuries  is  deeply  grounded  in  Nature  and  the  Divine 
y>uri>osc,  is  wellnigh  invincible.  "  I  <,T;int  you,"  ssys  the 
(,'onservative,  "that  many  thin^^s  seem  ratlier  out  of  tune; 
but  what  fht'U  ?  Ts  it  my  duty  to  upset  what  so  many 
and  gi)ud  men  have  left*  untouehed*  aud  some  oi  them 
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havti  exjircssly  coiiimcruled  ?  That  the  world  is  full  of 
ignnrunce  aiul  wioiiLf,  crime  n.iiil  woe,  is  very  tnie :  hut  T 
cannot  hel]i  that ;  and  it  will  do  no  ^n)od  to  shed  gallons  of 
tears  over  it,  and  try  to  put  otliers  into  mourning.  No :  let 
US  take  things  as  we  find  them;  relieve  disttesB  when 
can  affoid  it^  and  float  along  as  neaily  irith  the  current  u 
win  answer.  Bad  as  the  woiid  i8»  a  mUk  with  good  fortune, 
(which  iiidiLdee  health,)  a  reasonable  Belf<«oiitrol,  a  tolcrabljr 
dear  conscience,  a  well-filled  etoie-houee,  and  a  faxt  balaaoe 
with  his  hanker,  may  extact  a  good  deal  of  e^joTment  finm 
it,  if  lie  will  wisely  impnm  his  opporttuiitiesy  and  not  ia- 
nsi  on  making  himself  miseiable  by  dabbling  too  deeply  in 
ihe  miseries  of  others."  Miltiowi  /tw  all  of  this,  who  do 
not  say  moie  than  half  of  it 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  instructive  spectacles  is  tliat  of 
the  impulsive  young  liadical  nndergoinj^f  a  <^ra«hial  tmui- 
fonuiition,  or  cooling  off,  inio  a  staid,  resj)ectal)le  C'onserva- 
tive,  with  property  to  care  for,  a  position  to  niaintaiu,  and  a 
reputation  to  clierisli.  lie  was  honest  of  yore,  and  is  honest 
(as  the  world  goes)  now;  hut  eircnnistanct^s  alter  cities. 
"When  lie  deehiinied  a;jain.st  the  mono|X)ly  or  aggregation  of 
lands,  he  had  none  of  his  own ;  but  he  has  since  hffTfW 
"seize<l  '*  as  the  lawyers  say,  of  a  snug  estate,  and  he  woaM 
not  like  to  have  any  one  seize  it  away  from  him.  It  may  be 
laiger  than  one  man  nbsolutely  needs  ^  but  he  wants  to  im- 
prove  it,  and  it  will  cut  up  nicely  among  hie  lather  nnmeroos 
children  or  nephews.  So  he  bn^ds  him  an  elegant  iwft*Mm«, 
suRoonds  and  fills  it  with  evidences  of  taste  and  ministexs  to 
Inxozy,  and  sits  down  to  contemplate  matteis  in  geneial  m<xe 
calmly  and  philosophically  than  he  did  in  h^  impobive^ 
headlong  youth.  Ami  the  grsat  world  witfaoat  takea  on  a 
very  dififeient  aspect  when  viewed  thiongb  his  elegant  shitib* 
bery,  adown  his  velvet  lawn,  and  colored  rosily  by  tlie  bumper 
of  generous  juice  which  often  gets  between  his  eyes  and  the 
distant  prospect,  from  tliat  it  wore  when  viewed  with  nuked 
optics,  or  with  ouly  a  cup  oi  crystal  water  between  him 
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and  the  sxul  **Yes,"  he  says,  slowly  and  languidly,  "  tliere 
is  need  of  Reform ;  but  let  it  be  efteck^d  pnidtmtly  and  deco- 
rously. These  rmdefrn  Kadicals  are  different  from  those  of  my 
young  dayB :  they  are  rash,  reckless,  destructive,  infidel ;  I 
0811  Jiave  no  ^rmpathy,  no  fellowship,  with  such."  Tlnie^  O 
Plutus  !  you  can  have  none.  But  "  prudently,"  did  you  say, 
sir?  Ah  no  I  fieforms  of  any  deptb  vill  ruwr  be  tuqged 
pradendy  and  cantionaly ;  for»  if  their  advocafces  were  pra- 
dent^  they  wouM  not  be  Befonooeia  at  all  Veiy  likely^ 
Pimdaioe  may  atop  in  at  the  opportone  momeni^  and  mediate 
sncoeaaftilly  between  heed)eB8  Innovation  and  etubbom  Be- 
aetion ;  but  to  wait  for  Frodenoe  to  tmfMf  a  Befonn  is  to  wait 
fat  Beatb  to  origiDate  Llfei 

And,  indeed,  the  embarrassment  of  headlong  allies  is  one 
of  the  cliief  sorrows  of  tlie  Reformer's  lot.  He  can  never 
say  "  A witiiout  some  one  else  following  with  a  "  1> "  which 
he  is  sure  does  not  belong  to  the  same  alphabet ;  but  this  the 
other  as  confidently  denies ;  and  the  whole  Consen-ative  party 
backs  tlie  latter  with  all  its  force.  Luther's  career  was  per- 
petually made  thorny  by  this  sorl  of  unweU^ome  allies,  and 
Bossuet  knew  exactly  from  what  armory  to  draw  the  most 
deadly  shafts  to  huil  against  the  advancing  hosts  of  the 
Beformation.  "  If  you  assert  this,  how  will  you  defend  your 
position  against  him  who  will  manifestly  assert  that  ?  If  you 
put  the  BiUe  above  the  Ghuroh,  how  answer  him  who  puta 
Beason  above  the  Bible  I  If  you  insist  that  eveiy  mim  ahaU 
be  allowed  to  vote,  how  resist  the  demand  that  evexy  umnon 
be  equally  enfinndused  !  If  yon  repudiate  vwdi^w$  pon- 
ishments*  how  justify  punishment  at  all  ?  "  I  think  it  was 
Brou^iam  who  observed,  that  theie  never  yet  was  a  Befonn 
proposed  that  might  not  have  been  defeated  1^  giving  ade- 
quate weight  to  the  question,  "  If  you  go  so  far,  why  not 
farther  ?  If  this  be  ri^^lit,  is  not  more  etpially  riulit  ?  And 
where  canyon  consistently  stop?"  And  thus  iauii}  u  fiery 
lutdical  has  been  cooled  down  into  placid  (or  acrid  1  Con- 
servatism, by  discovering  that  the  character  of  his  associates. 
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tiie  tenden^  d  (Mr  doetrmn,  I2is  enchr  whiah  tiwy  eon* 
templitod^  mm  soeh    lie  oould  wprw  vg^ptom, 

I  proeiime  thm  aie  not  mny  Befimuem  wortby  of  the 

designation  who  ever  anticipated  fttme  or  wealth  as  a  result 
of  their  labors  in  tlie  caiisf  of  lIiiDiaiiity.  Yet  I  recollect 
an  applieatioii  once  nia<le  to  me  bj  a  particularly  p^reen 
youth,  who  wislicd  employment  aa  a  uTiter  or  jounialifit, 
ur*»ing  as  an  in<lucement  that  he  thought  he  couLl  indita 
^me  forcible  essay  in  favor  of  tho  llefornis  wherein  I  was 
deeply  iut^irestcd.  "  My  friend,"  T  felt  constrained  to  rt^idy, 
**  I  can  very  easily  write  myself  quite  as  mnoh  in  favor  of 
those  Reforms  as  the  public  will  bear ;  another  such  hand  at 
tlie  l)ellow8  would  ruin  me."  Conseiratism  has  many  fauite* 
but  it  is  a  good  paymastesr;  vhile  Badicalism  is  constitution- 
ally  out  at  the  elbows,  and  may  toss  jm  its  purse  with  ever 
•0  kidly  an  air,  bat  all  yon  tuke  by  tiie  motioii  is  a  poor  six- 
penny woitli  of  dned  eeUkin.  True,  now  md  then  a  Be* 
fiomer  lives  to  fight  out  1m  Bpecuil  battle»  and  secnie  the 
hmd-mni  triumph  of  his  well-diieeted,  penutent  efifoitk  But 
\ff  this  time  OomnrvatHm  has  tatai  the  bantling  into  hsr 
inng  hoose,  theie  to  fondle  and  dierish  it  a«  her  own  i  while 
Badicaliam  has  swept  on  to  new  eflforts,  new  struggles,  p6^' 
haps  ultimately  new  trinntphs:  so  ^e  ibtlom  Befomsr 
sUmds  shivering  at  the  remorseless  door  which  has  en- 
gulfed li  is  «iai  lin;j: ;  he  cannot  hope  to  overtake  tlie  nisliin^ 
host,  whicli  is  now  far  ou  its  ei»ger  way,  and  iudeeti  he  has 
no  lieart  for  the  attempt;  so  he  commojdy  ends  l)y  be^ririn^ 
admittance  into  the  mansion,  ajul  the  ]"»rivilege  of  now  and 
tiien  fondling  th'»  baby,  which  cooiiy  eyes  the  queer,  old, 
seedy  codger,  and  wonders  how  he  ever  wormed  his  way  into 
the  hallowed  precincts  of  Kespectabiliiy  and  Elt^nce.  iTd 
says  nothing,  for  his  heart  is  too  full ;  bat  gathers  ap  his 
tattered  garments  and  dies,  looking  loudly,  sadLy;  on  that  ociU, 
werted  £BM)e  to  the  last 

To  the  eamest,  tma  Befonner^  lifs  is  indeed  no  holiday 
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feast,  and  earth  no  £dea  g*»*»wk^  vith  aiqgiiig-biidB  and 
flowers.  Tha  most  aSDgme,  buoyant  soul,  once  fiuriy  en- 
tend  an  this  cai^r,  ia  not  long  in  learning  how  much 
■tronger  is  old  AcUun  than  yoviig  MiBlancthon.  Not  m&nity 
thai  hia  bread  ia  apt  to  he  ooarse  and  his  oonch  aomewhait 
raggedy — ho  was  pnpamd  for  thia, — but  the  intactability 
of  Ignoniioe^  the  atnbhonineaa  of  piqiidioa^  the  thnakloBanaaa 
of  thoae  aneated  in  a.  dovnhill  oaieer,  tiie  ineffidepcy  of 
efibrt,  and  "the  heait-aickneaa  of  hope  dsfevred,*'  aie  indeed 
appalling.  Doubting,  ineaolnte  Haadet  may  frail  be  dia* 
tzacted,  not  so  mnoh  by  the  fiust  that  "the  timee  aie  out  of 
joint,**  as  that  h»  seems  to  have  been  ''bom  to  set  things 
right"  For  the  moral  d^ipers  of  the  Keformer's  calling  are 
cveii  mure  dishearleniii^  than  its  pofuiiiary  discouraj^emijiits. 
*  Do  you  know,"  said  a  broken-down  ex-lecturiT  for  Temper- 
ance, Anti-Slavery.  &c.,  &c.,  once  to  me,  in  a  tone  and  with  a 
look  of  deep  meaning,  "that  there  is  no  lil'e  so  unhraltJuj  as 
that  of  a  popular  a^'itatnr?"  The  "patriot  t^  a  breweiy" 
may  even  enjoy  it ;  hut  for  the.  proud,  shy,  home-bred  man, 
who  would  rather  see  the  smde  on  the  face  of  the  loved  one 
than  he  the  subject  of  a  civic  ovation,  and  rather  hear  the 
idle  piattle  of  his  babes  than  the  shouts  of  clustered  thou- 
sands responsive  to  his  buniing  voids,  it  ia  a  cold,  stem  lifia 
that  he  le^uls ;  and  he  labois  under  constant  apprehensions 
iliaft^  while  he  ia  atnving  to  dilfuae  aentunenti  cf  benignilif, 
geneioaily,  and  meioy,  the  milk  of  hnman  Idndneaa,  by^ieap 
eon  of  thoae  veiy  effoda,  ia  dowly  diying  np  in  hia  owb 
breaat^  and  he^  while  atOl  atraggling  eamesflyp  though  aome- 
what  mechanically,  to  ledeem  the  hnman  tae^,  ia  ocming 
flndoaUy  to  and  deamae  them. 

The  most  striking,  perhaps  the  only  general,  tribute  ever 
paid  to  the  position  and  merits  of  tlie  true  Kcformer  is  that 
emboibed  in  tlio  universal  jeer  and  shout  which  aimounees 
tlie  expusunj  of  the  fallen  its])irant  or  false  pretender.  As 
there  was  never  a  villain  who  diil  not  hail  witli  liearty  exul- 
tation the  ex^3ure  oi'  a  priest's  leohezy  or  a  moraUat's 
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knavery,  so  the  lazy,  R^'Tisiml,  In yiiry -loving,  money-grasping 
million  enjoy  nothing  more  keenly  than  tho  tidings  that  one 
who  has  reproved  their  selfishness  and  made  them  uncomfort- 
able by  his  projects  of  social  melioration  or  homilies  on 
luuoan  brothertiood  has  at  length  been  tempted  into  sin,  or 
turned  inside  out  by  some  easnal  revelatioOt  and  proved  as 
(Kliisli  and  venal  aa  themselvea  As  the  news  is  rapidly  dis- 
fAwiinft.toH^  the  face  of  sensnalism  and  self>s^king  broadens 
into  one  univenal  gnn^^peal  after  peal  of  "imextingnwhed 
kughter"  distmrbB  tbe  flerenity  of  the  atmospheiey — yon 
might  suspect  ftom  heaai^  it  tiiat  eveiyhody's  unde  bad 
diedy  and  left  him  heir  to  a  boonteous  foortonoL  The  gwndest 
Helnew  prophet^  looldng  on  such  a  speotaole,  might  todhly 
saj,  as  of  old:  *Hell  horn,  beneath  is  stiRed  up  to  meat 
thee;  it  stiireth  up  its  deniaens  to  inquire  ezultingly,  'Art 
thou  ako  become  as  one  of  ns?"*  And  thus  the  Befonnff 
who,  while  he  stood  erect,  seemed  beneath  the  meanest, — 
more  hated,  reviled,  and  despised,  —  shall  prove  by  his  tali 
that  he  was  dreaded,  and  really  honored,  as  well;  that  the 
devils  contemplated  his  efforts  in  the  spirit  which  believer 
and  trembles ;  that  those  who  most  dpfamed  and  misrepi-e- 
sent^d,  yet  secretly  respected  and  wished  ihemselves  virtnous 
enough  to  be  almost,  if  not  altogether,  such  as  he.  And  thus 
a  career  which  in  its  progress  seemed  despised  and  repro- 
bated shall  yet  in  its  defeat  and  ruin  prove  to  have  been 
really  admiied  and  honored,  eren  by  those  who  lacked  virtas 
to  imitate  or  even  commend  it 

.  Tet  this  shout  ftom  the  netheimost  hadie$  is  by  no  means 
justified  by  the  &ct  on  whicb  it  is  based.  Men  aie  often 
ireak  and  &llible  in  action,  even  though  their  inteUeetoal 
pevception  of  the  n^t  is  of  the  deepest  and  dearest  Ba- 
con's philosophy  is  sound  and  valuablfl^  thoug^i  Bacon  ms  a 
oomtpt  chancellor,  a  bribed  judge.  Hie  earth  dSoet  move,  in 
accordance  with  Galileo's  hypothesis,  though  Oidileo  hims^ 
was  induced  by  ghostly  fulminations  and  personal  perils  to 
recant  it.  Peter  might  have  denied  and  blasphemed  till 
doomsday  without  belittling  or  confounding  that  salvation  of 
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wlach  lie  bad  been  chosen  a  witness  and  an  apostle.  Few 
men  are  equal  in  their  daily  lives  to  the  moial  altitude  o£ 
tbeir  highest  petoeptions ;  and  all  the  confessors  and  martyis 
might  iq»ostatize»  aiul  beep  ahame  on  their  own  heads,  with- 
ottt  detracting  one  iota  from  tiie  worth  of  philanthropy  at 
Christianitj.  Man  is  a  reed  whieh  the  slightest  breese  de- 
ilectB»  the  feeUfist  step  prostiates ;  hot  Troth  is  adamant  and  • 
eternal* 

Yes,  it  is  a  great  thing  to  be  trofy  a  Befiormer,  even  one 

misinterpreted  and  scorned  through  life,  as  what  genuine 
Reformer  ever  failed  to  be.  The  toml)S  of  the  dead  propheta 
are  Imilt  only  <>f  the  stoucs  huiiud  at  them  \vhile  livnng ;  and 
thus  uiay  we  accurately  measure  the  gr  eatness  of  their  dariiig, 
the  force  and  truth  of  their  iinjjrecedented  utterftnc€^.  To 
speak  lirndy  the  word  destined  ultimately  to  heal  Man's  dead- 
liest maladie??,  yet  certain  instantly  to  evoke  his  direst  curses 
—  this  is  a  heroism  whereof  no  other  forlorn  hope  than  that 
of  Humanity  is  capable.  Idly,  weakly,  shall  the  timidly  per- 
spicacious "hope  to  speak  the  great  truth,  yet  not  offend  the 
beoefioiahes  of  cuitent  ilEdsehoods ;  to  declare  the  true  God, 
yet  excite  no  uproar  among  Diana's  silveismiths.  The  world 
iras  never  created,  and  is  not  goraned,  so  that  Poliqr  and 
Principle,  Time  and  Eternity,  Gk»d  and  Mammon,  can  all  be 
serred  together.  If  they  coold  be,  Yirtne  would  be  metely 
shrewdness,  and  blindness  the  phyacal  synonyms  of  eriL 

Bat  what  then  ?  Do  we  say  that  the  path  of  Bectitnde  is 

thorny  and  cra<zGry,  and  that  the  only  ▼eidure  and  balmy  snn- 

shine  that  apprnaeh  it  are  those  of  the  adjacent,  alluring  by- 
ways of  Luxuiy  and  Ka^*e,  leading  down  to  the  carden  of  Sen- 
sual Pleasure  ?  By  no  means.  What  is  atlii  rned  is  nut  that 
Truth's  service  18  neces-^arily  one  of  privation  and  suffering, 
but  tliat  tlie  true  soldiei's  never  ch(K>se  it  as  the  way  of  ease, 
of  andiitiuu,  or  from  any  selfi*^h  cousideratiiju  whatever,  but 
because  it  is  the  way  of  RiL,'ht.  '*  Necessity  is  Ujxtn  me,** 
says  the  true  Apostle ;  his  oouise  is  one  dictated  to  him  by 
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considerations  higlier  than  any  hopes  of  heaven,  deeper  than 
auy  fcais  of  hell.  Doubtless,  to  the  eye  of  sense,  his  career 
aeems  Juartish,  ikspirat.i(jiis  ItaiUdd,  his  hfe  a  defeat  and  a 
failure.  But  he  has  ne^  er  a])peali>d  to  the  ordeal  of  sense,  and 
feels  under  no  obh^^ation  to  accept  its  jnd;4nientc5.  Who  shall 
aay  that  Nebuchadnezzar  on  liis  throne  is  happier  than  Daniel 
in  hie  prison  ?  or  that  Ileiud  in  his  palace,  goiged  with  Epi. 
carean  dainties,  and  gloating  over  voluptnons  music  and  dan- 
cing, is  more  blest  than  the  uncouth,  stern-soulfd  P>aptist, 
striding  in  solitary  hunger  over  sun-sooiGhad  deserts  of  rock 
and  sand^ — yeiy  far  fix>m  luxury,  but  very  near  to  Ood, — or 
contemplating  his  swiftLj  ^pioaching  death  in  a  male&otoi's 
daQgeoaf  JerasalBm  sad  the  Temple,  the  Nsee  and  iti 
gardens,  are  the  possessions  of  the  fonner ;  but  ivhat  are  Unf 
to  the  celestial  splendois,  the  etensl  verities,  idiioh  aiepnsent 
to  the  xapt^  adonng  gaae  of  the  latter,  and  gild  the  Tisions  of 
bis  Todgr  couch  with  a  glory  inooneeivabie  to  the  apprehcn> 
sum  of  the  ^dducee  I 

These  two  can  never  understand  each  other  while  tliey 
remain  essentially  as  now.  Tlie  unbelief  that  questions,  and 
cavils,  and  scruples,  and  doubts,  and  denies,  seems  to  him 
incomparably  less  virulent  and  fearful  than  that  which  makes 
mitres  and  triple-crowns  countei-s  of  a  sordid  ambition,  and 
Bhakes  the  keys  of  eternal  bliss  or  woe  in  tlie  face  of  long- 
Btifferini,'  millions,  to  make  them  bow  their  nec^U  pafifiively 
to  the  yoke  of  a  soul-crufihing  despotism. 

For,  indeed,  to  the  Keformer'a  apprehension,  nothing  can 
be  more  absurd  than  the  dread  of  irreligion  professed  by  men 
whose  daily  lives  are  a  proclamation  of  indifference  to  tiie 
wants  and  wrongs  of  the  benighted  and  destitate,'*-*  who  ars 
so  intent  on  having  the  Poor  evangeliied,  that  Uiey  do  not 
ask  how  they  are  to  be  fed, — and  who  act  as  thou^  a  plen- 
tiM  distribution  of  tracts  and  BiUes  would  alone  suffice  to 
banish  evil  from  the  earth. 

To  the  Conservatiye,  Beligion  would  seem  often  a  part  of 
the  subordinate  maohineiy      Police,  having  for  its  main 
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olject  fhe  iiistiniiig  of  pioper  bunility  into  the  abject,  of 
contentment  into  the  breaete  of  the  down-tzodden,  and  of 
enduing  with  a  sacred  leverence  for  Property  those  who  have 

no  personal  reason  to  think  well  of  the  sharp  distinction  of 
Mine  ami  Taiiii;.  The  Keforraer,  on  the  other  Iiand,  in=?iats  on 
fiumanity  as  the  inevitul>h'  iiutiiitestation  of  all  true  Keli- 
gion,  presses  the  best-holoved  A]»ostle's  st  arching  question, 
**  If  a  man  love  not  his  brother,  whom  he  r<ns  seen,  how  can 
he  love  ( iod,  wlioin  lie  lias  not  seen  "  I  or,  as  a  poet  of  our  own 
day  has  phia&ed  it,  affirms  that  there 

''an  in&kU  10  Adam  worn  tiiaa  infideU  to  Ood,'' 

and  that  the  effective  answer  to  an  imperfect^  haltiog  fiuth,  is 
a  devoted,  loving  life. 

This  eaniest,  angiy  strife  shall  yet  he  composed, — tiiis 
stormy  damor  he  hushed, — not  thaioagh  the  absolate  defeat 

of  either  party,  but  through  the  recognition  by  each  of  the 
truth  athnned  by  the  other,  so  that  Conservatism  and  lieform 
shall  take  their  placets  side  by  side  on  the  same  platform,  and 
Faith  and  Life,  Ilunianity  and  Christianity,  be  reroimized  by 
our  enlar<:^»d  vision  as  halves  of  the  same  niiit,  pianuts  rti- 
volvin;^  around  and  lighted  in  turn  by  the  same  sun  of  Ever- 
lasting Truth.  Meantime,  let  us  cherish  the  liefonner !  for 
his,  and  not  the  Conservative's,  is  the  active,  aggressive  force 
throu^'h  which  this  ultimate  harmonization  of  the  Beal  with 
the  Ideal  is  to  he  achieved.  Uarsh  and  sweeping,  rash  and 
destructive,  he  may  seem,  and  often  is ;  but  his  fire,  however 
Mind  and  indiscriminate  its  rage,  will  be  found  at  last  to  have 
left  UBConsumed  all  that  was  leaUy  worth  preseWing.  With 
bim,  while  we  respect  the  proper  force  and  li^gitimatfl  iUnction 
€f  Coii8er?atiszn,  we  must  say-— 

"Standing  ttOl  is  diildiflli  feDy; 
Goin<^  bnelnrtrd^  n  erinw ; 

None  should  patiently  endoM 

Atui  ill  that  he  can  ctiTT  : 
Unwaku  !  keep  the  march  of  TtmftI 
OvwahbI  wlifl«  n  wrong  reoMina 
Tb  In  coaqwnd  tgr  die  figli^ 
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While  Oppression  lifts  a  fingo* 

To  affront  as  b/  his  mi|ght. 
While  an  emar  cknidt  the  re—oa 

,    Of  ^Mt  vniversol  heart, 

Or  ft  slftvc  nwuits  his  freedom, 
Action  is  the  m\m  mftn's  part.*' 

And  to  him  our  final  word  of  gzatituda  and  ffh^wr  abaU 
fitly  be— 

**  We  thank  thee,  wmtchcr  on  the  lone)/  tomtit. 

For  all  then  telle«t  of  the  coming  hour 

When  Error  shall  decay  and  Truth  grow  strong, 

And  Right  shall  rule  saprcmo  and  vanquish  Wrong." 

* 

And,  indeed,  though  the  life  of  the  Befoimer  may  seem 
rugged  and  arduous,  it  were  hard  to  toy  considerately  thai 

any  other  were  worth  living  at  all.  Who  can  thoughtfully 
afhrni  tliat  the  career  of  the  conquerinLf,  desolating,  subju- 
g.iiiug  wiirrior,  —  of  the  devotee  of  Gold,  or  i*oiiip, or  Sensual 
Joys;  the  Monarch  in  his  purple,  the  Miser  by  his  el  test, 
the  wassailer  over  his  bowl,  —  not  a  libel  on  Humanity 
and  an  oti'ence  a<jainst  God  i  liut  the  earnest,  unselfisli  Ke- 
fornier,  —  bom  into  a  state  of  darkness,  e\Hl,  and  sulferiii;:, 
and  honestly  striving  to  replace  these  by  light,  and  purity, 
and  happiness,  —  he  may  fall  and  die,  as  so  many  have  done 
before  him,  but  he  cannot  fail.  His  vindication  shall  gleam 
^m  the  walls  of  his  hovel,  his  dungeon,  his  tomb  ;  it  shall 
shine  in  the  radiant  eyes  of  uncomipted  Childhood,  and  fiill 
in  blessings  from  the  lips  of  high-hearted,  generous  Youth. 
As  the  untimely  death  of  the  good  ie  our  strongest  mond 
assnianoe  of  the  Besuirection,  so  the  life  wearily  worn  out  in 
doubtful  and  perilous  oonflict  with  Wrong  and  Woe  is  our 
most  Qondusive  evidence  that  Wrong  and  Woe  shall  yet 
vanish  forever.  Luther,  dying  amid  the  agonizing  tears  and 
wild  consternation  of  all  Protestant  Germany,  —  Columbus, 
borne  in  regal  pomp  to  his  grave  by  the  satellites  of  the  royal 
miscreant  whose  int^ratitude  and  perfidy  IkkI  broken  his 
mighty  heart,  —  Lovejoy,  pouring  out  his  lire-1)](^od  beside 
the  Press  whose  freedom  he  had  so  gallantly  defeiidetl,  —  yes, 
and  not  less  majestic,  certainly  not  less  tragic,  than  either,  the 
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lowly  and  lonely  coiicli  of  tlie  dyinn;  '  Uncle  Tom,'  whoso 
whole  life  had  ])een  a  brave  and  Christian  battle  a^^aiiist 
monstrous  injustice  and  crime, —  these  teach  us,  at  least,  that 
all  tnie  greatness  is  ripened,  and  tempered,  and  proved,  in 
lilV'-long  struggle  against  vicious  beli6fs,  traditions,  ijhk  rices, 
institutions ;  and  that  not  to  hdva  been  a  Reformer  is  not  to 
have  tnily  lived.  Life  is  a  bul>ble  which  any  breatli  may 
dissolve;  Wealth  or  I'ower  a  snow-flake,  melting  momently 
into  the  treacherous  deep  across  whose  waves  we  are  lloated 
on  to  OUT  unseen  destiny ;  but  to  have  lived  so  that  one  less 
orphan  is  called  to  choose  between  starvation  and  infamy, 
—  one  less  slave  feels  the  lash  applied  in  mere  wantonness  or 
cruelty,  —  to  have  li\'ed  so  that  some  eyes  of  th(3S(;  whom 
Fame  shall  never  know  are  brightened  and  others  sullused  at 
the  name  of  the  beloved  one,  —  so  that  the  f»nv  who  knew 
him  truly  shall  recognize  hira  as  a  bright,  warm,  cheering 
presence,  wluch  wa,'?  hpre  1'  u'  a  season  and  left  the  world  no 
worse  for  his  stay  in  it,  —  this  SurdLy  is  to  h&ve  loally  lived, 
— mi  not  wholly  in  vain. 


I 
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Mr.  President  and  Respected  AimnoES :  — 

IT  has  devolved  cm  mo^  as  junior  advocate  for  the  cause  of 
Protection,  to  open  the  discussion  of  this  question.  I  do 
this  with  less  diffidence  than  I  should  feel  in  meeting  able 
opponents  and  practised  disputants  on  almost  any  other  topic, 
because  I. am  strongly  confident  that  you,  my  heaieis,  -will 
regard  this  as  a  subject  demanding  logic  rather  than  rhetoric^ 
the  exhibition  and  pi  (  »]>er  treatment  of  homely  truths,  rather 
tliau  the  indulgence  of  lli^^hts  of  fancy.  An  sensible  as  yon  can 
be  of  my  deficiencicij  a^  a  debater,  T  have  chosen  to  put  my 
views  on  paper,  in  order  that  I  may  present  them  in  as  con- 
cise a  manner  as  possible,  and  not  consume  my  hour  bt  f<»re 
commencing  ray  ai^ument.  Yon  have  notliin;^  of  onitury  to 
lose  by  this  cmirse  :  I  will  hope  that  something  may  be  jjiiiiicd 
to  my  cause  in  clearness  and  force.  And  here  let  me  say  that, 
while  the  hours  I  have  been  enabk  to  .jivc  to  preparation 
for  this  debate  have  been  few  indeed,  1  feel  the  less  regret  in 
that  my  life  has  been  in  some  measure  a  preparation.  If  there 
beany  subject  to  which  I  have  devoted  time,  and  thought,  and 
patient  study,  in  a  spirit  of  anxious  desire  to  learn  and  follow 
the  truth,  it  is  tliis  Teiy  question  of  Pjrotection;  if  I  have 
totally  misapprehended  its  chazaoter  and  bearings,  then  am 

•  Speech  at  the  Tabernacle,  New  York,  February  10, 1843,  in  public  debata 
on  this  resolution  :  — 
Jiesoloed,  That  a  Protoctive  TarLQT  is  conducive  to  our  National  Prosperitj. 

AfflmMttve;  Josspb  Blvht,        lk|gativ«s  8AiitiaL  J.  Tiiabh, 
BkiK4CB  Gbbsut*  Pasxb  Ooowiar. 
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I  ignotant,  bopdeaalj  ignomnt  indeed.  Aad,  wliOe  I  may  not 
Iiope  to  aet  before  you^  in  the  brief  apaoe  allotted  me,  aU  that 
la  eeeential  to  a  full  undentanding  of  a  question  which  spans 
the  whole  aich  of  Political  Economy, — on  which  abler  men 
have  written  vdiunes  without  at  all  exhanating  it^ — 1  do 
entertain  a  sangnine  hope  that  I  shall  be  able  to  set  befove 
yon  oonsideratioiis  condusive  to  the  candid  and  nnbiaased 
mind  of  the  policy  and  necessity  of  Protection. 

Let  lis  not  waste  our  time  on  non-essentials.  That  unwise 
and  uzyust  measures  have  been  adopted  under  tiie  pnUn^  of 
Protection,  I  stand  not  here  to  deny;  that  laws  imU/ndid  to  be 
PkotectiTe  have  sometimes  been  ii^jurioua  in  their  tendew^, 
I  need  not  dispute.  The  logic  which  would  thence  infer  the 
futility  or  the  danger  of  Pl?otectiye  Legislation  would  just  as 
easily  prove  aU  laws  and  all  policy  mischieyoiiB  and  destrao- 
tiYe.  Political  Economy  is  one  of  the  latest-bom  of  the 
Sdences;  the  yeiy  &ct  that  we  meet  here  this  evening  to 
discuss  a  question  so  fundamental  as  this  proves  it  to  be  yet 
in  its  comparative  infimcy.  The  sole  &vor  I  shall  ask  of  my 
opponents,  therefore,  is  that  they  will  not  waste  their  efforts 
and  your  time  in  attacking  positions  that  we  do  not  maintain, 
and  hewiqg  down  stmw  giants  of  their  own  manu&cture,  but 
meet  directly  the  arguments  which  I  shall  advance,  and 
which,  for  the  sake  of  simplicity  and  clearness,  I  will  proceed 
to  put  before  you  in  the  form  of  'J'ropoaitions  and  tSieiT  Slus- 
trationsi,  as  follows 

Prapoi^tim  T.  A  Nattox  whk^ii  would  be  prosperous, 

MUST  PKOSEt  I  TH  VAUiOUS  BRANCHES  OF  INDUSTRY,  AND  SUPPLY 

ITS  VITAL  Wants  mainly  by  the  Labor  of  its  own  Hands. 

Cast  your  eyes  where  you  wiU  over  the  &ce  of  the  earth, 
ttace  back  the  Histoiy  of  Man  and  of  Nations  to  the 
earliest  recorded  periods,  and  I  think  you  will  find  this  nde 
uniformly  prevailing,  that  the  nation  which  is  eminently  Agri- 
cultural and  Grain-exporting, — which  depends  mainly  or 
principally  on  other  nations  for  its  regular  supplies  of  Sfonu- 
ikctured  &bric8, — has  been  compaiatively  a  poor  nation,  and 
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vUamately  a  dependent  nation.  I  do  not  say  that  this  is  thi 
imUMt  nasult  of  exchanging  the  rude  staples  of  Agriculturs 
lac  the  moro  delicate  labnca  of  Art ;  but  I  maint-ain  that  it  iff 
the  iiurvitable  tmdmey.  The  Agncii]ftiitBl  nation  in 
debt^  beoonifis  impoveriihed,  and  ultiinaielj  sulgeot  The 
palaces  of'^maiohaiil  prinoes"  may  ambLuKOi  its  harbois  and 
ovamhadov  its  navigable  waten;  them  may  ba  a  mighty 
Alexandria^  but  a  miaerahle  ISgsrpt  belund  it ;  a  flonuiahing 
Odessa  Dantzic,  but  a  rode,  thinly  peopled  soathem  Bnasia 
or  Poland ;  the  exchangers  may  flourish  and  roll  in  luxury, 
but  llie  producci-s  famish  and  die.  Indeed,  few  oM  and 
civilized  couutriea  become  liu^gely  export^i^  of  iintii 
they  have  lost,  or  by  corruption  aie  prepared  to  suirtinder, 
their  independence ;  ami  these  oft<?n  present  the  spectacle  of 
the  labui^r  .stannn*r  on  the  fields  lie  has  tilled,  in  the  midst 
of  tlicir  fertility  and  promise.  These  appearam-e?  rest  upon 
and  indicate  a  law,  wliich  I  shall  endeavor  h^^^ft-er  to  ex- 
plain.  I  pass  now  to  my 

Proposition  II.    THERE  IS  A  NATURAL  TENDEFTCT  IN  A  COif- 

PAllATIVKI.Y    NEW   COUNTRY   TO   BECOME    AND  CONTINUE 
ExruKTER  OF  GllAlN  AND  OTUEii  RUDE  STAPLES  AND  AN  IM- 
PORTER OF  Manufactures. 

J  think  I  haidly  need  waste  time  in  dauMHutiatuig  tb» 
pEQpQsition,  since  it  is  illusti&ted  aod  ocmfinned  by  uniTeisal 
experience,  and  rests  on  olmons  laws.  The  new  countzy  haa 
abundant  and  fertile  soil,  and  produces  Grain  with  lemarkable 
fecility ;  also,  Meets,  Timber,  Ashes,  and  most  rade  and  bulky 
articles.  Labor  is  thete  in  demand,  being  required  to  clear, 
to  boild,  to  open  roads,  &c.,  and  the  laborers  are  comparati\ xly 
few;  while,  in  older  countries,  I^ibor  is  abundant  and  cheap, 
a;i  iilsi)  are  (Ja})it-;rl,  Macliinery,  and  all  the  moans  of  Ihe 
clieap  production  of  ^lauufactui'cd.  fa1)ric.'?.  I  simdy  need  not 
waste  words  to  show  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  counteracting 
policy,  the  new  country  will  import.,  and  continue  to  inipoit, 
largely  of  the  fabrics  of  older  count] ies,  nnd  to  })ay  for  them, 
SO  iar  as  aha  imy,  with  har  ^A^^Eicultunil  ata^^ka.   X  wiU 
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mUevrtn  to  abow  hmafter  thai  she  wiU  eontiiuie  to  do  thii 
long  alter  ahe  has  attained  a  eonditioa  to  namifiuitiiie  them 
88  cheaply  for  hefself,  even  Tegarding  the  moncif  cost  alone. 
But  that  does  not  come  under  the  present  head.  The  \vhul3 
history  of  our  country,  and  especijilly  from  1782  to  '90,  when 
we  had  no  Tarift"  and  scarcely,  any  P;i[.er  Money, — proves 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  Cniit  iir  y  or  tlie  intprnal  condi- 
tiwi  of  the  new  country,  it  will  continue  to  draw  its  chief 
supplies  from  the  olfl,  —  Ifii^e  or  small  according  Lo  its  meas- 
ure of  ability  to  pay  or  ol>tain  credit  lor  them  ;  hut  still, 
putting  Duties  on  Imports  out  of  the  question,  it  will  oon- 
tiiiiie  to  boy  its  Manalactoraa  abroad,  whetliei  in  ynmgmXj 
cor  adveialty,  inlkitiop  or  deproflaioD. 

I  now  advanoe  to  my 

ProposUian  III.  It  is  injurious  to  the  New  Ootjntry 

THUS  TO  rONTINTTE  DEPENDENT  FOR  ITS  Sl  l'PLIES  OF  CLOTIUNG 
Ai(D  MA^jUFAOrUBED  FABiaCS  ON  THE  OLO. 

Ab  this  is  probably  the  point  on  whioh  tiie  doctrines  of 
Ptolection  first  come  directly  in  collision  with  those  of  Free 
Trade,  T  will  treat  it  more  deliberately,  and  endeavor  to  iUu^s- 
trate  aud  demonstrate  it. 

I  presume  T  need  not  waste  time  in  proving  that  the  nding 
price  of  Grain  fas  of  any  Manufacture)  in  a  region  whence 
it  is  cousidcrahly  exporteil,  will  l)e  its  prim  at  the  point  lo 
which  it  is  (  iport^d,  less  tin'  cost  of  siu^h  tran>ijiort<it ion.  For 
instance:  the  cost  of  tnuisporling  Wheat  liitlier  from  lai^ 
grain-^Towin?  sections  of  Illinois  was  last  fall  sixty  cents; 
and.  New  York  being  their  most  available  market,  and  the 
price  here  ninety  cents,  the  market  there  at  once  settled  at 
thirty  cents.  As  this  adjustment  of  prises  rests  on  a  law 
obvious,  immutable  as  gravitation,  I  presume  I  need  not  waste 
words  in  eetablishing  it  * 

I  proceed,  then,  to  my  next  point  The  aver^  prise  of 
"Wbeat  throu|^ont  the  woi4d  is  aometliing  less  tiian  one  dollar 
per  Iniabsl;  higfaar  where  the  coosunption  laigely  exoeeds 
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the  adjacent  prodaction, — lower  where  the  prodnction  largely 
^ceeda  the  immediate  consumptioii  (I  put  out  of  yiew  in  thk 
(rtatement  the  ineqtialities  created  by  IMffl,  as  I  choose  at 
this  point  to  ai^e  the  question  on  the  basis  of  universal  Free 
Trade,  which  is  of  course  the  basis  most  favorable  to  my 
opponents).  1  say,  tlien,  if  all- Tar  ills  wlto  alxilished  to-mor- 
row, the  price  of  Wheat  in  England — ^tliat  ]»ein{»  the  most 
c/»nsiderable  Tiltimate  market  of  surjtluses,  and  tlio  chief  suj>- 
plier  of  our  manufactures  —  would  govern  the*  jiriro  in  this 
countr}'',  while  it  would  bo  it??elf  jwovenu  d  by  the  price  at 
which  that  staple  could  be  procured  in  sufficiency  from  other 
grain-growing  regions.  Now,  Southern  Bussia  and  Central 
Poland  produce  Wheat  for  ei^Kurtation  at  thir^  to  fifty  centa 
per  bushel ;  but  the  price  is  so  increased  by  the  cost  of  trana- 
portation  that  at  Dantac  it  average?  ^otqa  ninety  and  al 
Odessa  some  eighty  cents  per  boshel.  The  ooet  of  importa- 
tion to  England  from  these  ports  beiqg  ten  and  fifteen  cents 
lespectiTely,  the  actual  cost  of  the  article  in  England,  all 
ohaiges  paid,  and  allowing  for  a  small  increase  of  price  ood- 
sequent  on  the  increased  demand,  would  not»  in  the  absence 
of  all  Tariffii  whatever,  exceed  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  per 
bushel ;  and  this  would  be  the  aTsrage  price  at  which  we  must 
sell  it  in  England  in  order  to  buy  thence  the  great  bulk  of 
our  Manufactures.  I  tliiiik  no  man  will  di.spute  or  seriously 
vary  this  calculation.  Neither  can  any  iTtleeting  man  seri- 
ously contend  that  we  could  ])U7-chase  forty  or  fifty  niilliuos" 
worth  or  nioro  of  Foreign  ^lanni'actures  per  annnni,  and  pay 
for  them  in  ailditional  products  of  our  Slave  Labor  —  in  Cot- 
ton and  Tobacco.  The  consumption  of  thef^e  artieleis  is  now 
pressed  to  its  utmost  limit,  —  that  of  Cotton  especially  is 
borne  down  by  the  immense  weight  of  the  crops  annually 
thrown  upon  it,  and  almost  constantly  on  the  verge  of  a  glut 
If  we  aie  to  buy  our  Manufactures  principally  from  Europe, 
we  must  pay  for  the  additional  aifiount  mainly  in  the  pro- 
ducts of  Northern  .Agricultural  industry, — that  is  univermilly 
agreed  on.  Th^  point  to  be  determined  is,  whether  we  coaM 
obtain  them  abroad  cheaper — rmUy  and  positively  cheaper. 
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Protection. 

Let  us  closely  scan  this  question.  Illinois  and  Indiana, 
natural  grain-growing  States,  need  Cloths  ;  and,  in  tlie  absence 
of  all  Tariffs,  these  can  be  transported  to  them  from  England 
for  two  to  three  per  cent,  of  their  valno.  It  follows,  then, 
that,  ill  order  to  undersell  any  American  eonijx^tition,  tlie  Ihit- 
ish  Manufacturer  need  only  put  his  clotlis  at  his  factory 
per  cent,  below  .the  wholesale  price  of  such  ulttths  in  Illinois,  in 
order  to  command  the  American  market.  Tliat  is,  allowing 
A£ur  broadcloth  to  be  manujfoctured  in  or  near  Illinois  for 
thrre  dollars  and  a  quarter  per  yaid,  cash  prioe,  in  the  face 
of  I>rit!sh  rivalry,  and  paying  American  prices  for  materials 
and  labor,  the  British  manufacturer  has  only  to  make  that 
iame  doth  at -three  doUara  per  jbsA  in  Laeda  or  Huddersfieklt 
and  he  can  decidedly  nndenell  hia  AmeTican  rival,  and  drive 
him  ont  of  the  naiket.  Mind^  I  do  not  aay  that  he  wndd 
supply  the  Illinois  market  at  that  price  after  the  Ammcan 
rivaliyhad  heencrnshed;  IknowheisvwAf  not;  but^solongas 
any  seriona  effort  to  hnild  np  or  sostain  Mannfactuies  in  this 
country  existed,  the  large  and  strong  European  establishments 
would  stru<Tgle  for  the  additional  market  which  our  growinj?  and 
pl(;nteons  country  so  invitingly  prollers.  It  is  well  known  that 
in  lSLj  -  10,  after  the  close  of  the  Last  War,  British  Mauufac- 
turcci  were  oO'ered  for  sale  in  our  chief  markets  at  the  r;ito 
of  " jhn' for  poir/t'I,"'  —  tliat  is,  fabrics  of  wliich  the  first 
cast  to  the  nianufarturer  was  $4.44  were  oli'ered  in  Boston 
market  at  S  3.33,  duty  paid.  Tliis  was  not  sacrifice,  —  it  was 
dictatf^l  by  a  profound  forecast.  Well  did  the  foreign  fabri- 
cants  know  that  their  self-interest  dictated  the  utter  over- 
throw, at  whatever  cost,  of  the  young  rivals  which  the  war 
had  built  up  in  this  Country, and  which  our  Government  and 
a  majority  of  the  People  had  blindly  or  indolently  abandoned 
to  their  &te.  William  Cobbett>  the  celebrated  Badical,  bat 
with  a  sturdy  English  heart,  boasted  upon  his  first  return  to 
England  that  he  had  been  actively  engaged  here  in  promoting 
tiie  interests  of  his  oounfxjr  by  oompMiring  the  dastraction  of 
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Amencin  MaimflwtofieB  in  Tarioos  wftjfs  iriuck  lie  specified, 

• — ^$(mUimes  (says  he)  hy  Fire,**  We  all  know  tihat  gretl 
Merifioesm  often  snbmHted  to  b^aiich  and  long-establiAed 

stftf^e-owiier,  steamboat  pTOprietor,  or  whaten-er,  to  break  down 
a  yuiuig  and  compuratively  iK.'iuiileBS  rival  So  in  a  thousand 
instances^  especially  in  a  ri\  airy  for  so  larp^e  a  prize  as  the 
supplying  with  ^Manufactures  of  a  '^reat  and  Lrnjwin;^  Nation. 
But  I  here  put  asi(U^  all  (;alculatir>iis  of  a  teni])<>raiy  sacrifice; 
I  sujipose  merely  that  the  foreign  nianufact\irers  will  su])])ly 
our  ( JiTim-LiroNviug  States  with  Cloths  at  a  trilling  profit  so 
long  us  they  encounter  American  riNTilry  ;  and  1  say  it  is  per- 
fectly obvious  that,  if  it  cost  three  (jtoUars  and  a  quarter  a 
yard  to  make  a  fair  br«iadcloth  in  or  near  Illinois,  in  th» 
in&ncy  of  our  arts,  and  a  like  article  could  be  made  in  finxope 
for  three  dollars,  then  the  utter  destruction  of  the  American 
mannftMstnre  is  inevitable.  The  Foce^  drivea  it  out  of  the 
nuoket  and  its  maker  into  bankniptcj ;  and  now  our  Sttmenk 
in  pnichaaing  ibeir  dothfi,  buy  where  they  can  buy  cheapest^" 
which  IS  tbe  fiiet  oonunandment  of  Free  Itade,  and  get  tite^ 
doth  of  England  at  three  dol]ai»  a  yaid  I  mftinfaMw  that 
this  woald  not  last  a  year  after  tbe  American  &ctories  bad 
been  sQenced, — that  then  the  Britisb  operator  would  b^n 
to  think  of  profits  as  well  as  bare  cast  for  his  cloth,  an  1  to 
adjust  his  prices  so  as  to  recover  what  iL  liad  cost  liim  to  put 
down  the  dangerous  competition.  But  let  this  |)ass  for  the 
present,  and  say  the  Forei<rn  Cloth  is  sold  t*i  Illinois  for  tlm^ 
dollai-s  per  yard.  We  have  yet  to  ascertain  how  much  she 
has  gained  or  lost  by  the  operation. 

This,  says  Free  Trade,  is  very  ])lain  and  easy.  The  four 
simple  niles  of  Arithmetic  suftice  to  measure  it.  She  has 
bought,  say  a  million  yards  of  Foreign  Cloth  for  three  doUazfl^ 
where  she  formeriy  paid  three  and  a  quarter  for  American; 
making  a  clear  saving  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

But  not  so  fast,  —  we  have  omitted  one  important  element 
of  the  calculation.  We  have  yet  to  see  what  effect  the  pur> 
chase  of  her  Cloth  in  Europe,  ae  contrasted  with  its  mannliftc- 
tore  at  home,  will  have  on  the  price  of  her  Agricnltutal  tABr 
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plo^  We  have  am  abaadj  tha;^  in  case  she  ia  foroed  to  aaH 
a  porfeum  of  her  euplns  piodaot  m  Europe^  the  pnoe  of  that 
anpliiB  mut  be  the  pdoe  vhich  ean  be  pvoottxed  for  it  in 
•RnglMid,  Um  the  eost  of  caaying  it  Ihaia  In  other  wonla : 
the  average  pace  In  EugLiiid  being  one  deUar  and  ten  oenta, 
end  the  avenge  coat  of  bEinging^  it  to  New  Yoric  being  at 
least  oente  and  then  of  tranaportmg  it  to  Sogland  at 
least  tw^ty-five  more,  the  net  proceeds  to  lUmois  oannot  ex- 
ceed thirty-five  cents  per  bushel.  I  need  not  mort'  than  state 
s*)  o]»\  iiHL^  a  tiuiii  as  that  thu  price  at  which  the  surplus  can 
l>c  sold  governs  the  j^rice  uf  the  whole  crop ;  nor,  indeed,  if  it 
were  possilile  to  deny  this  wouhl  it  at  all  afVeet  tlie  argument. 
Tlie  real  ([Uestioii  to  be  dett-rniineiJ  is,  not  whether  tlie  Anjer- 
iean  or  tlie  Britisli  nianul'arlun;i-s  will  fnmish  tlie  most  cloth 
fur  th*'  least  ca^^i,  but  which  will  su]>]ily  the  I'equii^ile  quan- 
tity of  Cloth  for  the  least  Grain  in  11/ mo  is.  Now  we  have 
seen  already  that  the  pcice  of  Grain  at  any  point  where  it  is 
joadily  and  hufgely  produced  is  ^vemed  by  ite  nearness  to  or 
remoteness  from  the  market  to  which  its  anplus  tends,  and 
the  least  favorable  niarl:et  in  which  any 'portioii  of  it  must  be 
aold.  For  inatanoe:  if  lUinoiB  prodnoes  a  aoiplns  ai  five 
million  bnshela  of  Grain,  and  can  aell  one  nnltian  of  bosheila 
in  Kew  York,  and  two  Tnillimw  in  Kew  England,  and  another 
agillion  in  the  West  Indies,  and  for  the  fifth  million  is  oom- 
peUed  to  seek  a  market  in  England,  and  that^  being  theiemoit- 
eet  point  at  whieh  she  sells,  and  the  point  most  exposed  to 
disadvantageous  competition,  is  naturally  the  poorest  market^ 
that  farthest  and  lowest  market  to  which  she  sends  her  stnv 
plus  will  govern,  to  a  great  extent  it"  not  absolutely,  the  ])riee 
she  receives  for  the  whole  surplus.  But,  on  the  other  baud, 
let  her  Cloths,  her  M'ares,  l)e  manufactured  in  her  midst,  or  on 
the  iunctioiis  and  waterfalls  in  lier  \icinitv,  thus  atfonlin''  an 
immediate  market  for  her  drain,  and  now  the  a\ fnigi-  j)nce 
of  it  rises,  by  an  irresistible  law,  nearly  or  quite  to  tlie  aver- 
age of  the  world.  Assuming  that  avt  r.ige  to  be  one  dollar, 
the  pnoe  in  Illinois,  making  allowance  for  the  fertdity  and 
oheapnees  of  her  soil,  oonld  not  fail  below  an  average  of  aev- 
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enty-five  cents.  Indeeil,  ilie  exjieriencc  of  the  ppnodf^  when 
her  consuniption  of  Grain  ha.s  been  eqiml  to  her  pro<lii(:tion, 
as  well  as  that  of  other  sectious  where  the  same  has  been  the 
case,  proves  conclusiviefy  that  the  average  pice  of  her  Wheat 
would  exceed  that  sum. 

We  are  nnv/  rcmdy  to  cakiilate  the  profit  and  loss.  Illinois, 
under  Free  Trade,  with  her  "workshops  in  £iuope/'  will  baj 
her  eloth  twenty-five  cents  per  yard  cheaper,  and  thus  make 
a  nominal  saving  of  two  hundred  and  filly  thousand  doUais 
in  her  yearns  supply ;  but,  she  thereby  compels  herself  to  pay 
for  it  in  Wheat  at  thiz(y-five  instead  of  seventy-five  cents  per 
bushel,  or  to  give  over  nine  and  one  third  bnihels  of  Wheat 
for  every  yard  under  Free  Tittde,  instead  of  four  and  a  third 
under  a  system  of  Home  Produotdon.  In  other  words,  while 
she  is  making  a  (quarter  of  a  million  doUars  by  buying  her 
Cloth  "  where  she  can  buy  cheapest,"  she  is  losinjGf  neariy  Two 
Millions  of  Dollars  on  the  net  product  of  her  Grain.  The 
striking  of  a  l)alance  between  her  profit  and  lier  loss  is  cer- 
tainly not  a  dillicult,  but  rather  an  unpromising,  operation. 

Or,  let  us  state  the  result  in  another  form :  Slic  can  buy 
her  cloth  a  little  cheaper  in  KnLiland,  —  Lal)or  UAw^  there 
lower,  Macliinery  more  perfect,  and  Ca])ital  more  abundant; 
but,  in  order  to  pay  for  it,  she  must  not  merely  seU  her  own 
products  at  a  correspondingly  low  price,  but  enough  lower  to 
overcome  the  cost  of  transporting  them  from  Illinois  to  Eng- 
land. She  will  give  the  cloth-maker  in  England  less  Grain 
for  her  Cbth  than  aha  would  give  to  the  man  who  made  it  on 
her  own  soil;  hut  for  every  bushel  she  sends  him  jn  payment 
for  his  &bric,  she  must  give  two  to  the  wagoner,  boatman, 
shipper,  and  factor,  who  transport  it  thither. '  On  the  whole 
product  of  her  industiy,  two  thirds  is  tolled  out  by  carrien 
and  bored  out  Ijy  Inspectors,  until  but  a  beggarly  remnant  is 
left  to  satisfy  the  fikbdcator  of  her  goods. 

And  here  I  trust  I  have  made  obvious  to  you  the  law 

which  (looms  an  Aj^^'icultiiral  Country  to  inevital)le  and  rulu- 
ous  di:^ad vantage  in  cxcliangiu^  lU  staples  for  Manufactures^ 
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and  involves  it  in  perpetual  and  increasing  debt  and  depeod- 
ewse.  The  fcxt,  I  early  alluded  to;  is  not  the  rmum  now 
apparent  ?  It  is  not  that  Agricultiuftl  commniiities  aie  more 
eoctevagant  or  leas  industrious  than  those  in  which  Mannfac- 
tuxes  or  Commeiee  pirepondeiate, — it  is  because  theie  is  an 
inevitable  disadvantage  to  Agriculture  in  the  veiy  nature  of 
aU  distant  exchanges.  Its  products  are  far  more  perishable 
than  any  other ;  they  cannot  so  well  await  a  future  demand ; 
but  in  ^eir  excessive  bulk  and  density  is  the  great  evil  We 
have  seen  tliat,  while  the  English  Manufactorsr  can  send  his 
fiabrics  to  Illinois  for  less  than  five  per  cent,  on  their  first 
cost,  the  Illinois  farmer  must  pay  two  hundred  per  cent  on 
his  Grain  for  its  transportation  to  English  consumers.  In 
other  words :  the  English  mannfactaier  need  only  produce  his 
goods  five  per  cent,  below  the  American  to  drive  the  latter 
out  of  the  Illinois  market,  the  Illinoian  most  produce  wheat 
for  one  third  of  itvs  English  joioe  in  order  to  compete  with  the 
English  and  Polish  gmin-gKOwer  in  Rirmmghi»n  and  Shef- 
field. 

And  here  is  the  answer  to  that  scintillation  of  Free  Trade 
?nsdom  which  flashes  out  in  wonder  that  Manuf actum  are 
eternally  and  especialLy  in  want  of  Protection,  while  Agricnl- 
tnie  and  Commerce  need  none.  The  assumption  is  false  in 
any  sense, — our  Commerce  and  Navigation  cannot  live  with- 
out Protection,  —  never  did  Uyo  80, — but  let  that  peas.  It  is 
the  interest  of  the  whole  country  which  demands  tiiat  Uiat 
portion  of  its  Industry  which  is  most  exposed  to  ruinous 
foreign  rivaixy  should  be  cherished  and  sustained.  The 
wheat^grower,  the  gmzier,  is  protected  by  o<^n  and  land ; 
by  the  fact  that  no  foreign  article  can  be  introduced  to 
mal  his  except  at  a  cost  for  tmnsportation  of  some  thirty  to 
one  hundred  per  cent  on  its  Tslue ;  while  onr  Manufiustuxee 
cai^  be  inundated  by  foreign  competition  at  a  cost  of  some 
two  to  ten  per  cent  It  is  the  grain-grower,  the  cattle-raiser, 
who  is  protected  by  a  duty  on  Foreign  Manufactures,  quite 
as  much  as  the  spurns  or  shoemaker.  He  who  talks  of 
Manufoctures  being  protected  and  nothing  eLM;,  might  just  aa 
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aawiUj  ocmipbm  that  im  IMfy  Boilion  aiid  N«ir  iTod^,  ^ 
iioi  Pittriung  and  Oinftimiali, 

Agiin :  Yon  aee  hm  onr  anmrar  to  tiioie  phikBcphemiriio 
modestly  tell  «•  that  their  viewt  tto  libenl  and  ealighteBed. 
while  onxB  are  benighted,  selfish,  and  on-Cfanatian.  They  tell 
US  that  the  foreigii  hctor^-hXHrnac  is  aiudoiQa  to  ezohaoge 
with  U8  the  fruits  of  his  khor,  — thai  he  asks  ns  to  c^ve  him 
of  our  surplus  of  grain  for  the  cloth  that  he  is  ready  to  make 
cheaper  than  we  can  now  ^ct  it,  wiole  we  liavc^  a  sujtorabun- 
dance  of  bread.  Now,  jnittin^  for  tlie  i)re.sent  out  of  the 
quejslioii  the  fa(  t  tliat,  though  o^'r  Tariff  were  abolioheJ,  his 
could  remain, —  tliat  neither  En^dand,  nor  France,  nor  any 
great  manufactnrinLc  country,  would  receive  our  Grain  untaxed 
thmi^di  we  of1ei\'d  so  to  take  tlx'ir  goods,  —  especially  the  fact 
that  they  never  did  so  take  of  us  while  we  were  freely  taking 
of  them,  —  we  say  to  them,  "  Sii-s,  we  are  willing  to  taioe 
Cloth  of  you  for  Grain  :  but  \\liy  prefer  to  trade  at  a  niinoos 
disadvantage  to  both  ?  Why  should  there  be  half  the  diame- 
ter of  the  earth  between  him  who  makes  coats  and  him  who 
makea  bnad,  the  one  for  the  other?  We  aie  wiDing  to  give 
foa  hiead  §at  dothea ;  hot  we  aaa  not  wUling  to  pay  t«o 
thirds  of  our  bread  as  the  cost  of  tmn^Mfting  Ihe  other  thisi 
to  TOO,  beoanse  we  ainoerely  believe  it  needless  and  greatly  to 
onr  disadvantage.  We  aio  willing  to  work  foft  and  bay  of 
you,  bat  not  to  aapport  Ae  nselesa  and  oiippling  activity  of 
a  fidsely  directed  Commeroe :  not  to  oontriboto  by  onr  sweat 
to  the  luxury  of  your  nobles,  the  power  of  your  kiujjs.  But 
conu!  to  us,  you  who  are  honest,  peaceable,  and  industrious; 
briij;^  liitlier  your  machiuery,  or,  if  that  is  not  yuurs,  bring 
out  your  sinews;  and  wc  will  aid  you  tt>  reproduce  the  iiii}<le- 
ments  of  ynur  skill.  W  e  will  j^qve  you  more  bread  for  your 
cloth  here  than  you  can  possil)ly  eain  iV)r  it  wiicre  you  nre,  if 
you  ^ill  l)ut  come  amon;.,'  us  and  aid  us  to  sustain  the  policy 
that  secures  steady  employuient  and  a  fair  K'ward  to  Home 
industry.  We  will  no  longer  aid  to  prolong  >  our  existenee 
In  a  state  of  sami-sfcarvaikMi  when  yon  are »  but  we  mieai^ 
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to  ahare  wHh  yoa  oat  Plenly  «ncl  our  Fieedoni  beta**  Snoh 
is  the  uuwer  which  the  Mende  of  ftotoetkn  xnakB  to 
demimd  and  the  impatation :  judge  je  whether  our  polioj  he 
indeed  selfish,  ui-Ghrietiaiiy  and  insane. 

I  prooeed  now  to  set  forth  my 

PrvpwUimi  lY,  That  £QUimBiuii  BBTWSBN  AoBicuLruBi^ 
Makufa€T0Bes  and  Commercb»  which  wb  need,  can  only  bb 

XAINTAINED  BT  MEANS  OF  PBOTECTIVB  DUTIES. 

You  will  luivf*  seen  that  the  object  we  seek  is  not  to  make 
our  couutrv  a  MixiiularturtT  for  other  natious,  but  for  lierseK, 
—  not  to  make  her  tlie  baker  and  brewer  and  tailor  of  other 
]ieople,  but  of  her  own  hoiLsehobl.  If  T  understand  at  all 
the  first  rudiments  of  National  Economy,  it  is  best  for  each 
and  all  natifMos  that  each  should  mainly  fabricate  for  itM^ 
freely  puiehasing  of  others  all  such  stapled  as  its  own  soil  op 
olimate  ptcffm  ungenial  to.  We  appreciate  quite  as  well  as 
Dfor  opponents  the  impolicy  of  attempting  to  grow  ocAe  in 
Gfeenland  or  glaqiets  in  Malabar, — to  exfenct  blood  fitnn  ft 
iuxn^  or  snnbeams  from  caoinnbes&  A  Tast  deal  of  wit  has 
been  eipended  <m  our  stupidity  by  our  aontar  adveisaries,  bat 
it  has  been  quite  thrown  away,  except  as  it  has  ezdted  1^ 
hollow  laughter  of  the  ignomnt  as  well  as  Ishoughtless*  AH 
this,  however  sharply  pushed,  falls  wide  of  our  true  positioni. 
To  an  the  fine  words  we  hear  about  "the  impossibility  of 
counteracting  the  laws  of  Nature,"  "  Trade  regulatini;  itself,* 
&c.,  &c.,  we  bow  wiih  due  deference,  and  wait  for  the  sa^«j  to 
Ta«sume  his  arjrument.  What  we  do  ailirm  is  thi«?,  that  U  u 
hist  for  rr>  r If  lift f ion  to  mahe  at  hrrmf  all  fh4i<i  td  iir/'r.^  of  ils 
oi'.ii  cnn^innpt ion  (hat  can  Jujii  as  we-ll  —  iJiai  trilli  Tiearly 
or  quite  I  it  fir  lohor  —  hf  made  there  as<  nrunrhrrc  rise.  W© 
say  it  is  not  wise,  it  is  not  well,  to  si^nd  to  Fnun  e  for  boots, 
to  Germany  for  hose,  to  England  for  knives  and  forks,  and  so 
on;  because  the  real  ooet  of  them  would  be  less,  —  even 
though  the  nominal  price  should  be  slightly  more,  —  if  ws 
made  them  in  onr  own  countiy ;  while  the  fiuuli^  of  paynft 
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for  them  would  be  much  gruater.  "We  do  not  object  tn  the 
occasiuual  importati»)n  (*\'  choice  articles  to  operate  as  spetii- 
mcns  and  incentives  Ui  our  own  artisans  to  im]>ro\'f»  the 
quality  and  finish  of  tlicir  workmanship,  —  where  the  liouie 
coiu|H'tition  does  nut  avail  to  Itrin;^  the  jirocess  t/>  its  per- 
lVctioii,as  it  often  will.  Tn  sneh  c.iscs,  tlie  ricli  and  luxurious 
will  usually  he  the  Iniytirs  of  these  choice  articlps.  and  can 
afford  to  pay  a  no'xi  duty.  There  aii*  >:*'ntli'Hn'n  of  extra 
polish  in  our  cities  and  villages  who  tliink  no  coat  ^tiod 
fnoucrh  lt»r  theni  which  is  not  woven  in  an  Eni^'hsli  Inom, — 
no  boot  adequately  trauFipareut  whicli  Itas  not  been  t'aslnonvd 
by  n  Tarisian  master.  I  quaiTcl  n«>t  with  their  t;u>^te  :  1  unly 
say  tliat,  since  the  Government  im'st  have  Mevenue  find  the 
American  artisan  should  ha\  e  Protect  ion,  I  am  ;_jla(l  it  is  so 
fixed  tliat  these  ^'entlemen  shall  contribute  handsoiuely  to  the 
forrn'T,  an<l  <;ratiry  their  a.sj>initions  with  the  least  possible 
([i  i run  nt  to  ilie  latter.  It  does  not  invalidate  the  tact  nor 
tlie  etliciency  of  rrotection  that  foreign  competition  with 
AmerioLU  workmaushij)  is  not  entirely  shut  out.  It  i*?  the 
general  result  which  is  important,  and  not  the  exception. 
Now,  he  who  can  seriously  contend,  as  some  have  seemed  to 
do,  that  Protective  Duties  do  not  aid  and  extend  the  domestic 
production  of  the  articles  so  protected  might  as  well  under- 
take to  ai^e  the  sun  out  of  the  heavens  at  mid-day.  Afl 
experience,  all  common  sense,  condemn  him.  Do  we  noi 
know  that  our  Manufactures  first  shcit  up  under  the  stringent 
Protection  of  the  Embargo  and  War  i  that  they  withered  and 
crumbled  under  the  comparative  Free  Trade  of  the  few  snc- 
ceeflin'T  yoars  ?  that  they  were  revived  and  extended  by 
the  Twills  of  ISJl  and  '28  ?  Do  we  not  know  that  Germany, 
crippled  by  British  policy^  which  inundated  her  with  goodi  jet 
excluded  her  grain  and  timl)er,  was  driven,  years  sinoe»  to  tiM 
establishment  of  her  "  Zoll-Veiein "  or  IWiff  Uniao,  —  a 
measure  of  careful  and  etxi^gent  Protection,  under  ^^  !iich 
Manufactures  have  grown  up  and  flourished  through  all  ber 
many  States  ?  She  has  adhered  steadily,  firmly,  to  her  Pio- 
taotive  Poiicty,  while  we  have  Mteied  aad  oaciUated;  and 
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what  is  the  lesult  ?  She  has  created  and  established  her 
Mannfiftctnree ;  and  in  doing  so  has  ^^astly  increased  her  wealth 
and  augmented  the  reward  of  her  industry.  Her  public  sen- 
tinienl^  as  expressed  through  its  thousand  channels,  is  almost 
Tinanimous  in  favor  of  the  Protective  Policy  ;  and  now,  wlien 
England,  finding  at  length  that  her  cupidity  has  overreached 
itself,  — >that  she  cannot  supply  the  Germans  witli  clothes  yet 
lefttse  to  buy  their  bread,  —  talks  of  relaxing  her  Corn-Laws 
in  Older  to  coax  back  her  ancient  and  profitable  customer,  the 
answer  is,  '^No ;  it  is  now  too  late.  We  have  built  up  Home 
Manofactoies  in  repelling  your  lapacity,  —  we  cannot  destroy 
them  at  your  caprice.  "What  guaianty  have  we  that,  should 
we  accede  to  your  terms,  you  would  not  return  again  to  your 
policy  of  taking  all  and  giving  none  80  soon  as  our  factories 
had  crumbled  into  ruin?  Besides,  we  have  found  that  we 
can  make  cheaper — really  cheaper — than  we  were  able 
to  buy, —  can  pay  better  wages  to  our  laboieis,  and  secure 
a  better  and  steadier  market  for  our  products.  We  are  con- 
lent  to  abide  in  the  position  to  whidi  you  have  driven  ua. 
Pass  on!" 

But  this  is  not  the  sentiment  of  Germany  alone.  All 
Europe  acts  on  the  principle  of  self-Protection ;  because  all 
Europe  sees  its  benefits.  The  British  journals  complain  that^ 
though  they  have  made  a  show  of  relaxation  in  their  own 
Tariff,  and  their  Premier  has  made  a  Free  Trade  speech  in 
Psrliament,  the  chaff  has  caught  no  birds ;  hU  six  hosHU 
Tarifi — idl  Protective  in  their  character,  and  aU  aimed  at 
the  supremacy  of  British  Manufactures — were  enacted  with* 
in  the  year  1842.  And  thus»  while  schoolmen  plausibly 
talk  of  the  adoption  and  spread  of  Free  Trade  principles,  and 
their  rapid  advances  to  speedy  ascendency,  the  practical  man 
knows  that  the  truth  is  otherwise,  imd  that  many  years  must 
elapse  before  the  great  Colossus  of  ManufiEUSturing  monopoly 
wiU  find  another  Porti^  to  drain  of  her  life-blood  under 
the  delusive  pretence  of  a  commercial  redprooity.  And, 
while  Britain  continues  «to  pour  forth  her  specious  treatises  on 
Political  Economy,  proving  Protection  a  mistake  and  an  im- 
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ponibilify  through  her  Parliamieiitaiy  Bqports  and  Specchni 
in  piaise  of  Free  Trade,  the  shrewd  rtrtMinmi  of  other  nation 
Immor  the  joke  with  all  pebble  ffvni?f,  and  pass  it  on  to 
the  next  nei^har ;  yet  all  the  time  take  case  of  their  ovb 
intereetSy  just  as  thoi^  Adam  Smith  had  never  apecnlated 
nor  Peel  aoberly  e^qiatiated  on  the  Mflamnga  of  IVee  Tmde^ 
looldiig  lound  oooaaionaJly  with  a  onrioua  intenat  to  aee 
whether  anybody  was  teaUy  taken  in  Ly  it. 

I  have  partly  anticipated,  yet  I  will  state  distinctly,  my 
Pt€p(mtion  V.  Pbotbction  is  necessary  and  proper  to 

SUSTAIN  AM  WELL  AS  TO  GREATS  A  BXNEFICENT  ABJU8TMXNT  OF 

CUB  Nattonal  Industry. 

"  Why  can't  onr  ^Manufacturers  go  alone  ?"  petulauLly  asks 
a  Free-Trader;  "tliey  ha\  e  liad  Protection  long  enough.  They 
ouiihL  not  to  uvahX  il  aay  uiore."  To  this  I  answer  that,  if 
Manufactures  were  protected  as  a  matter  of  special  bounty  or 
ferVor  to  the  Manufat  turers,  a  8in!j:lo  day  were  too  long.  I 
would  not  consent  that  they  should  be  sustained  one  day 
longer  than  the  inter^ts  of  the  whok  Country  required.  I 
think  you  have  already  seen  that^  not  for  the  sake  of  liann- 
ftcturan,  bat  for  the  sake  of  all  Frodnctlve  LedKn;  ahonld 
Ftoteotion  be  afforded  If  I  have  been  inteUigiUe^  yon  wiE 
have  seen  that  tiie  purpose  and  essence  of  Fkotection  is  Labob- 
Saving, — the  making  two  blades  of  grajss  gtow  instead  of 
one.  This  it  does  by  "planting  the  Msnn&ctnier  as  needy 
as  may  be  by  the  side  of  the  Farmer "  as  Hr.  Jefferaon  ex- 
pressed it,  and  thereby  securing  to  the  latter  a  market  for 
which  he  had  looked  to  l-.urope  in  vain.  Now,  the  marl^ot  of 
the  latter  is  certain  ;us  the  recurrence  of  appetite  ;  hut  thai 
is  not  all  The  Farmer  tiiid  the  Manufacturer,  heinL,  \  .i  tually 
neighbors,  will  interchange  their  [)r(Hiuctions  directly,  or  with 
but  one  interniediatfi-,  instead  of  sending  thom  reciju-ocallv 
across  half  a  continent  and  a  l)roa(l  ocean,  throu{Th  the  haud^ 
of  many  holders,  until  tlie  toll  ti'.ken  out  by  one  after  another 
hae  a^ceeded  what  romaons  of  the  gnat   "  Xkax -boi^t  aod 
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far-fetched"  ia  an  old  maxim,  containing  more  essential  truth 
than  many  a  chapter  by  a  modorn  I'lof  esdor  of  Political  Econ- 
omy. Under  the  Protective  policy,  instead  of  having  ono 
thousand  men  making  Clotli  in  one  hemisphere,  and  an  equal 
number  raising  Grain  in  tlie  other,  with  three  thousand  facti- 
tiously employed  in  transporting  and  interchanging  these 
products,  we  have  over  two  thousand  producers  of  Grain,  and 
as  many  of  Cloth,  leaving  far  too  little  employment  for  one 
thousand  in  making  the  exchanges  between  them.  This  con- 
sequence  is  inevitable  :  although  the  production  on  f  itlierside 
is  nut  confined  to  the  very  choicest  Lx^ations,  tlie  total  pro- 
duct of  their  labor  is  twice  as  much  as  iformerly.  In  other 
words,  there  is  a  double  quantity  of  food,  clothing,  and  all  tha 
necessan^  and  comforts  of  life,  to  lie  shared  among  the  pro- 
dnoers  of  wralili,  simply  from  the  diminution  of  the  number 
of  non-piodiM^eis.  If  aU  the  men  now  enrolled  in  Armies  and 
Kayios  were  advantageously  employed  in  Productive  Labor, 
thm  would  doubtless  be  a  kiger  dividend  of  comforts  and 
neoesBaries  of  life  for  aU,  heoaiue  mors  to  be  divided  than 
now  and  no  greatar  number  to  xeeeive  it ;  just  so  in  the  ca^e 
Woie  lis.  Every  thousand  peaoDB  emidoyed  in  neediest 
Tmnsportation  and  in  factitious  Commerce  are  so  many 
Bobtracted  from  the  great  body  of  Producers,  from  the  pro- 
ceeda  of  whose  labor  all  must  be  subsisted.  The  dividend 
for  each  mnst^  of  comae^  be  govemed  liy  the  nwgnitnda  of  tbe 
quotient 

But,  if  this  be  so  advantageona,  it  is  queried,  why  is  any 
legislation  necessary?  Why  wo«l]d  not  all  voluntarily  see 
and  embrace  it  ?  I  answer,  becaaae  the  apparent  iodividiial 
advantage  is  often  to  be  pursued  by  a  course  directly  adverse 
to  the  general  welfare.  We  know  that  Free  Tnde  aaaerts  the 
oontmy  of  this  ;  maintainin-^  that,  if  every  man  pursues  that 
oourse  most  conducive  to  his  individual  interest,  the  general 
good  will  thereby  be  most  certainly  and  signally  promotol 
Bat^  to  say  nothing  of  the  glaring  exceptions  to  this  law  wiiioh 
dowd  our  statute-books  with  injunctions  and  penalties,  we 
are  eveiywheBe  met  with  pointad  gmtiadtotions  <rf  its  assnmp^ 
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tion,  which  hfillows  and  hlpssts  tin;  pui-suits  of  tlie  fj^aml.lor, 
tlie  distiller,  and  tlio  liU'rtiiic,  makiiij^  tlu'  usurer  a  saint  aij(l 
tlie  .swindltT  a  Iuto.  Ailani  Smith  liinisrlt'  admits  that  tlsmj 
ani  avocations  wliioh  enrich  tht.'  individual  hut  imjHivci i>h 
the  l  ommunity.  So  in  the  case  befuru  us.  A  P.  is  a  farnu-r 
in  Illinuis,  ajid  has  niurli  rrmin  to  sell  or  exchaugtj  guoik. 
But,  while  it  is  dcmonstnihlc  that,  ii'  all  the  inaniifactupea 
consumed  in  ILLLnois  wen'  ]  trod  need  there,  the  pi  icc  of  grain 
must  ri^e  nearly  to  tiie  avL•^a^t•  of  the  woi  Kl,  it  is  (Mjnally  cer- 
tain that  A  B's  sin^fc  act,  in  ])uying  and  consuniiug  Am<  ri- 
can  cl(»th,  will  not  raise  the  ])rice  of  ^M-ain  generally,  iioi  (<f 
/^is grain.  It  will  not  jMjrctjptiMy  allect  the  price  of  ;jT;iiM  at 
alL  A  solemn  compa*  t  of  tlie  whoh'  community  to  use  only 
American  fabrics  w->uld  liave  some  effect;  hut  thiR  co!ihl 
never  be  estnbliphed,  or  never  eid'orci>d.  A  few  Free-Tiader^i 
standing  out.  sellinir  tlieir  i^nuin  at  any  advance  which  niijlit 
accrue,  and  buying  "  wliere  they  could  buy  cheapest,"  wuuhl 
induce  one  after  another  to  look  out  for  X<».  l.and  h't  tho 
public  iuleit58ts»  take  care  of  tliemst  l\  t's  :  so  the  whole  com- 
pact would  fall  to  pieces  like  a  rope  of  sand.  Many  a  one 
would  f?ny,  "Why  jjhould  I  aid  to  keep  up  the  price  of  Pro- 
duce ?  T  am  only  a  ronsrmcr  of  it,'*  —  not  realizing  or  caring 
for  the  interest  of  tlie  community,  even  thouuli  it  h^s  pal- 
pably invoh  imI  liis  own  ;  and  that  would  be  an  end.  Urant/xl 
that  it  is  (h'^irahh;  to  encourage  and  pilfer  Home  Production 
and  MaiHificture,  a  Tariff  is  the  obvious  way,  and  the  only 
way,  in  wliidi  it  can  be  efiectively  and  certainly  accomplished. 

But  why  is  a  Tariff  iiecessaiy  after  Manufacture*?  are  ont  o 
established?  "Yi>u  say."  say.«^  a  Free-Tmder,  "  that  cjin 
Manufacture  clieaper  if  Protected  tlian  we  can  laiy  ahiit;id : 
then  why  not  do  it  without  Protectioa,  and  aave  all  trouble  I  '* 
Lut  me  answer  this  cavil:  — 

I  will  .'suppose  that  the  Manufactures  of  thi'?  ("ountry 
amount  in  value  t<t  One  Hundred  Miilionn  of  Dollars  j>er  an- 
num, and  those  of  (in  at  Ihitain  to  Three  llTindrt'd  IVfillimi!?. 
Let  us  suppose  also  that»  under  an  eilicient  l^tective  lari^ 
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ours  are  prodaced  five  per  cenl  cheaper  than  those  of  Eng- 
land, aiitl  that  our  own  markets  are  supplied  entirely  from  the 
Home  Product  But  at  the  end  of  1^  jeas,  1843,  — con* 
dnding  that  our  MannfiictaieB  have  been  protected  long 
enough  and  ought  DOW  to  go  alone, — repeal  absolutely  our 
■  Tuiff,  and  commit  our  great  interests  thoioughly  to  the  guid- 
ance of  "Free  Trade."  Well :  at  this  very  time  the  British 
Manufacturers,  on  making  up  the  aoconnt  and  review  of  their 
yearns  business,  find  that  they  have  mannfactured  goods  cost- 
ing fhem  Thxee  Hundred  Millions,  as  aforesaid,  and  have  sold 
to  just  about  that  amount,  leaving  a  residue  or  surplus  on 
band  of  fifteen  or  Twenty  MiUions^  worth.  These  are  to  be 
sold;  and  their  net  proceeds  will  constitute  the  interest  on 
their  capital  and  the  profit  on  their  year's  business.  But 
^oken  shall  they  be  sold  \  If  crowded  on  the  Home  or  their 
flstabUshed  Foreign  Markets,  they  will  ^ut  and  depress  those 
marlcets,  causing  a  general  decline  of  prices  and  a  heavy  loss, 
not  merely  on  this  quantify  of  goods,  but  on  the  whole  of 
their  next  yeai's  busineM.  They  know  better  than  to  do  any 
such  thing.  Instead  of  it^  they  say,  ''Here  is  the  American 
Market  just  thrown  open  to  ns  by  a  repeal  of  their  Tariff:  let 
US  send  thither  our  surplus,  and  sell  it  for  what  it  wiB  fetch." 
They  ship  it  over  accordingly,  and  in  two  or  three  weeks  it  is 
xaUUng  off  through  our  andion  stores,  at  jnicea  fl!cBt  five,  then 
ten,  fifteen,  twenly,  and  down  to  thurfy  per  cent  below  our 
previous  rates.  Every  jobber  and  dealer  is  tickled  with  the 
idea  of  buying  goods  of  novel  patterns  so  wondezfolly  cheap ; 
and  the  sale  proceeds  briskly,  Hioogh  at  constantly  declining 
prices,  till  the  whole  stock  is  disposed  of  and  oar  market  is 
gorged  to  repletioiL 

Kow,  the  British  Manufectniers  may  not  have  received  for 
the  whole  Twenty  Millions*  worth  of  Goods  ov^  Fourteen  or 
Fifteen  Millions;  but  what  of  it?  Whatever  it  may  be  is 
dear  profit  on  their  yeaf  s  business  in  cash  or  its  ftiU  equiva- 
lent AU  their  established  markets  ate  kept  clear  and  eager ; 
and  they  can  now  go  on  vigorously  and  profitably  with  the 
business  of  the  new  year.  Bat  more :  they  have  crippled  an 
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•otive  and  growing  rival;  thfij have  opntsd  *  mm  matkB^ 
^irhioh  shall  eralong  be  tfadn  alao. 

Let  us  now  look  at  oar  side  of  the  qneetum: — 
The  American  Manufiiotqieis  have  also  a  stock  of  gooda  on 
«1iand»  and  they  come  into  our  market  to  dispose  of  tfaflmu 
But  they  suddenly  find  that  market  IbiesiBlled  and  depreased  * 
by  rival  febrics  of  attrective  novelty,  and  selling  in  pntfosioii 
at  prices  which  rapidly  run  down  to  twenty-five  per  cent  be- 
low cost,  ^^'hat  are  they  to  do  ?  They  cannot  force  sales  at 
any  price  not  utterly  ruinous  ;  there  is  no  demand  at  any 
rate.  They  cuunot  retaliate  upon  Knj^land  the  mischicl  tliey 
niust  suffer,  —  her  TaiitV  forbids;  and  the  other  niarket^^  of 
the  world  are  fully  supplied,  aud  will  bear  but  a  limitetl  prt^- 
Bure.  The  foreiLin  influx  has  rre^itcMl  a  scarcity  ol"  muuev  as 
well  as  a  plethora  of  goods.  Specie  has  lai^ly  been  export€5d 
in  payment,  which  has  compelled  the  Banks  to  contract  and 
deny  loans.  Still,  their  obligations  must  be  met ;  if  thetf  can- 
not make  sales,  the  Sluriff  will,  and  must.  It  is  not  merely 
their  surplus,  but  their  whole  product,  wliich  has  been  depre- 
ciated and  made  unavailable  at  a  blow.  The  end  is  euily 
foreseen :  our  Itsnufactarew  become  tankinpt  and  are  bmken 
up;  their  works  are  broaght  to  a  dead  stand ;  the  laboren 
tiiereitt,  after  spending  months  in  constrained  idleness,  m 
driven  by  famine  into  the  Western  wihleniesB,  or  into  leas 
productive  and  less  c<»genial  vocationa;  thair  acquired  skill 
and  dexterity,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  fhrar  time,  are  a  dead 
loss  to  themselves  and  the  community ;  and  we  commence  the 
slow  and  toilsome  ])r(>C(.'s.s  of  rt  lniildiug  and  rearranginji  our 
industry  on  the  one-sided  or  Agricultural  basis.  Such  is  the 
process  which  we  lur\  e  undergone  twice  already.  How  many 
repetitious  shall  satibfy  us  ? 

Now,  will  any  man  gravely  argiu^  that  ^ve  ha^'^  itmde  Five 
or  Six  Millions  \\y  this  cheap  purchase  of  British  ji^oods,  —  by 
"buying  where  we  could  buy  cheapejst?"  Will  he  not  see 
that^  though  the  price  was  low,  the  coU  is  very  givat  ?  But 
the  apparent  sayii^  is  doubly  deceptive ;  for  the  British  man- 
«iactmreiB>  having  utterly  crushed  their  Amarican  rivals  (qt 
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one  or  two  opeiatioiis  of  this  kind,  aeon  find  here  a  market, 
not  for  a  beggarly  ampliu  of  fifteen  or  Twenty  Millions,  bat 
ijae^  have  now  a  demand  for  the  amotmt  of  our  whole  con- 
smnptioi;^  which,  making  allowance  for  our  diminished  abilily 
to  juy,  would  probably  still  reach  Fif^  Millions  per  annum. 
4nu8  increased  demand  would  soon  prodnoe  activity  and  Imoy- 
ani^  19  the  general  market;  and  now  the  foreign  Manu&o- 
toiers  wonld  say  in  their  consultations,  "  We  have  sold  some 
millions*  worth  of  goods  to  America  for  less  than  cost,  in  order 
to  obtain  control  of  that  market;  now  ^e  have  it,  and  must 
letrieve  our  losses,** — and  they  wtndd  retrieve  them,  with  in- 
terest. They  would  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  so.  I  hope  no 
man  has  understood  me  as  implying  any  infringeni6nt  of  the 
dictates  of  honesty  on  their  part,  still  less  of  the  la\s-.s  of 
trade.  Thuy  have  a  perfect  riglit  to  sell  goods  in  our  inarketa 
on  such  ternLS  as  we  prescribe  and  they  can  afford;  it  is  ve, 
wlio  set  up  our  own  vital  interests  to  l)e  bowjed  down  by 
theii"  rivalry,  wlio  are  alone  to  l>e  hlanied. 

Wlio  does  not  see  that  this  sending  out  our  '^vvni  Industrial 
Interests  unarmed  and  unshielded  to  battle  against  the  mail- 
dad  legions  opposed  to  them  in  the  .arena  of  Trade  is  to  in- 
sure their  destruction  ?  It  were  just  as  wise  to  say  that^  be- 
cause our  people  are  brave»  therefore  they  shall  repel  any 
invader  wi^iout  fire-axms,  as  to  say  that  the  restrictions  of 
cflher  nations  ought  not  to  be  opposed  by  us  because  our  arti- 
sans  are  skilful  and  our  manufactures  have  made  great  ad- 
vances. The  vety  fad  that  our  manu&ctures  are  greatly 
extended  and  improved  is  the  strong  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  exposed  to  destruction.  If  they  weie  of  no  amount  or 
value»  thdr  loss  would  be  less  disastrous ;  but  now  the  Five 
or  Six  Millions  we  should  make  on  the  cheaper  importation 
of  goods  would  cost  us  One  Hundred  Millions  in  the  destruc- 
tiou  uf  ^laiuifacturing  Property  alone. 

Yet  this  is  hut  an  item  of  our  damage.  Tlie  ^Manufacturing 
classes  feel  the  liist  effect  of  the  blow,  but  it  would  paralyze 
ever}'  muscle  of  society.  One  hundred  thousand  artisans  and 
labqicis,  difichaij^t^d  from  our  ruined  iactories,  after  being 
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some  tiine  out  itf  employment  at  a  mute  ctf  milHons  of  &e 
Kational  wealth,  aie  at  last  driyen  by  £amme  to  engage  m 
other  avocatioiiB^ — of  oomse^  with  Inferior  skill  and  at  an  in- 
ferior price.   The  fiumer,  gardener,  grocer,  loee  them  as  cos* 

tomers  to  meet  them  as  rivals.  They  crowd  the  labor-markete 
of  tliuso  braiiclics  of  industry  which  we  are  still  perraittc<l  to* 
pursue,  juist  at  the  time  when  the  demand  fur  their  proihicrs 
has  fallen  off,  and  the  price  is  rapidly  declining.  The  re.sult 
is  just  what  we  have  seen  in  a  former  instance :  all  that  any 
man  may  make  by  buying  Foiuigu  goodj»  cheap,  lie  los<34>  ten 
times  over  by  t]ie  deeline  of  bis  own  property,  ])iYHlu^t,  or 
labor ;  while  to  mne  tenths  of  the  whole  people  tlie  result  is 
unmixed  calamity.  The  disastrous  consequences  to  a  nation 
of  the  mere  derangement  and  paralysis  of  its  Industry  whicli 
must  follow  the  breaking  down  of  any  of  its  great  Producing 
Interests  have  never  yet  heen  eofficiently  estimated,  free 
Tmde»  indeed,  assnies  m  that  every  person  thrown  oat  of 
employment  in  one  pkce  or  capacity  baa  only  to  cbooee 
'  another;  but  almost  eveiy  woiking-man  knows  from  ezpaii- 
enoe  that  such  is  not  the  fiict^ — ^t  the  loss  of  a  ritoatioa 
tfaroogh  the  fidlnre  of  Ms  busuieBa  is  oftener  a  sore  calamily. 
I  know  a  worthy  citizen  who  spent  six  yean  in  leaming  the 
tiade  of  a  hatter,  which  he  had  jnst  perfected  in  1798,  when 
an  immense  importation  of  foreign  hats  utterly  paralyzed  the 
niauufaetiire  in  this  country.  lie  travelled  and  S(>uj.,dit  for 
months,  l)iit  eonhl  iiiid  no  employnu-nt  at  any  piice,  and  ati 
last  gaye  up  the  pursuit,  found  work  in  some  other  capacity, 
and  has  neyer  made  a  hat  since.  He  lives  yet,  and  now  com- 
fortal)ly,  for  he  is  industrious  and  frugal;  but  the  six  years 
he  -iave  to  learn  his  tmde  M'cre  utterly  lost  to  him,  —  lost  for 
the  want  of  adequate  and  steady  Protection  to  Home  Industry. 
I  insist  that  the  Government  has  failed  .of  discharging  its 
proper  and  rightful  duty  to  that  citizen,  and  to  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  who  have  suffered  from  like  cansea.  I 
insist  that,  if  the  Gk>venmient  had  permitted  withont  com- 
plaint a  foreign  force  to  land  on  our  shores  and  plunder  that 
man's  honae  of  the  aavinga  of  six  yearn  of  &ithft]l  indnatiy. 
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the  n^gitect  of  duty  would  not  haTe  been  more  flagrant  And 
I  finnfy  believe  Uiat  the  people  of  this  countiy  are  One 
Thonaaiid  Milliona  of  Bolkrs  poorer  at  tiiis  moment  than 
tiiey  would  have  been  had  their  entire  Ftodnctive  Induatiy 
been  oonatantlj  protected,  on  the  prineiplea  I  have  laid  down» 
*fiom  the  formation  of  the  €k>vemment  till  now.  The  steadi* 
neaa  of  employment  and  of  recompense  thus  seemed,  the 
compazatLve  absence  of  constrained  idleness,  and  the  more 
efficient  application  of  the  labor  actually  performed,  would 
have  vastly  increased  the  product^ — would  have  improved 
and  beautifled  the  whole  &ce  of  the  oonntry ;  and  the  Moral 
and  Intellectual  advantages  Uience  accruing  would  alone  have 
been  inestimable.  A  season  of  suspension  of  labor  in  a  com- 
munity is  usually  one  of  aggravated  dissipation,  drunkenness, 
and  crime. 

But  let  me  more  clearly  illustrate  the  efliMt  of  foreign  com- 
petitiott  in  raising  prices  to  the  consumer.  To  do  this,  I  will 
take  my  own  calling  for  an  example,  because  I  undentand 
that  best ;  though  any  of  you  can  apply  the  principle  to  that 
with  which  he  may  be  better  acquainted.  I  am  a  publisher 
of  newspapers,  and  suppose  I  afford  tiiem  at  a  cheap  rate. 
But  the  ability  to  maintain  that  cheapness  is  based  on  the 
ftct  that  I  can  certainly  sett  a  large  edition  daily,  so  that  no 
part  of  that  edition  shaE  remain  a  dead  kes  on  my  hands. 
Now,  if  there  were  an  active  and  formidable  Foreign  compe- 
tition in  newspapers,  —  if  the  edition  which  I  printed  duriqg 
tiie  night  were  freq^ient^  rendered  unsalable  by  the  arrival 
of  a  foreign  ship  freighted  with  newspapers  early  in  the  mom^ 
ing, — the  present  rates  could  not  be  continued:  the  price 
must  be  increased  or  the  qualify  would  dedina  I  presume 
this  holds  equally  good  of  the  production  of  calicoes,  glass, 
and  penknives  as  of  newspapers,  though  it  may  be  somewhat 
modified  by  the  nature  of  the  article  to  which  it  xb  ap[)Ued. 
That  it  does  hold  true  of  sheetings,  nails,  and  thousands  of 
articles,  is  abundantly  notorious. 

I  have  not  burdened  you  with  statistics, you  know  they 
are  the  reliance,  the  stxonghold,  of  the  cause  of  Ptotection, 
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And  tbat  ire  can  piodnoe  them  lif  acies.  BIj  aim  has  been 
to  exhibit  not  mere  coUeettona  of  factfl»  however  pertinent 
kad  forcible,  but  the  lawt  <ax  which  thoee  htbs  are  baaed,— 
not  the  immediate  manifestation,  but  the  ever-livii^  Ikeoeaailj 
horn  which  it  spriugs.  The  contemplation  of  these  lawn 
assures  me  that  those  articles  wiiich  are  snpplied  to  ns  bgr 
Home  Production  alone  are  relathrefy  cheaper  .than  thoao 
which  are  rivalled  and  competed  with  from  abroad.  And  I  am 
equally  confident  that  the  shutting  out  of  Foreign  oonqietttion 
from  our  markets  tcfi  other  articles  of  general  necessit j  and 
liberal  consomption  which  can  be  made  here  intb  as  little 
labor  as  anywhere  would  be  fbllowed  by  a  conesponding 
result^  — a  reduction  of  the  price  to  the  consumer  at  the  same 
time  with  increased  employment  and  reward  to  our  Fkoduci^g 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  were  this  only  on  one  side  tnie,'— 
were  it  certain  that  the  price  of  the  Home  product  would  ba 
pezmanentlj  higher  than  that  of  the  Foreign,  I  should  still 
Insist  on  efficient  Frortiection,  and  fbr  reasons  I  hare  sniScieni- 
ly  shown.  Onmt  that  a  firitish  doth  costs  but  S  3  per  y&rd, 
Imd  a  conespondiiig  American  &bric  $4, 1  still  hold  that  tba 
latter  would  be  decidedly  the  ehei^  for  us.  The  Fbel,  Tim- 
ber, Fruits,  Vegetables.  &c.,  Which  make  up  so  ki^e  a  share 
of  the  OQSt  of  the  Home  product^  would  be  rendered  com- 
paratively valueless  by  liaving  our  workshops  in  Europe.  I 
look  not  so  much  to  the  nominal  price  as  to  the  comjiaratire 
fiicility  of  payment.  And,  where  cheapness  is  only  to  be  at- 
tained by  a  depression  of  the  wages  of  Labor  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Eui  upeau  stain lanl,  I  prefer  that  it  sliould  he 
dispensed  with.  One  thing  must  answer  to  another ;  and  I 
hold  that  farriicrs  of  this  country  can  l)etter  afford,  as  a 
matter  of  jj  cuuiary  ads  antajie,  to  pay  a  good  price  for  manu> 
factured  article*^  than  to  obtain  thoin  luwcr  tliinimli  the  de- 
pression and  madet^uaey  oi  tiic  wa^es  of  the  aiiu^u  tuid 
lal)orer. 

Yoti  will  understanti  me,  then,  to  bo  utterly  bof^tile  to  tirat 
idol  of  Fi-be  Xiude  worship^  kuowu  us  h  ikm  or  unlimited  Cum- 
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petition.  The  sands  of  my  hour  are  mnning  low,  and  I  can- 
not ask  time  to  examine  tLLs  topic  more  closely  ;  yet  I  am 
confident  I  o.ouVl  Axow  that  this  Free  Competition  is  a  most 
dehisivo  and  dan^^eroiLs  element  of  roKticol  Economv.  Bear 
with  a  brief  illustration :  At  this  moment,  common  shirts  are 
made  in  London  at  the  incredibly  low  price  of  thn^c  c^nts  per 
fmr.  Should  w&  aduit  these  articles  free  of  duty  and  buy 
ibem  because  they  are  so  chaap  ?  trade  says  Yes ;  but 

I  8ay  No !  Soaiid  Pdicy  as  well  as  Hiiiiuuuliy  forbids  it 
admitting  iheni,  ire  sumply  reduce  a  laige  and  woortbjr 
and  suffiering  dass  of  our  populationi  fitom  the  ability  ibex 
'  B0W  posaesa  ol  proemiiig  a  \m  subaisteiiee  ligr  tlMiK  labor  to 
unavoidable  deatitutioa  and  pauperiaivk  Thieiy  must  aoY 
finbsist  upon  the  charitf  of  lelatiTes  oar  of  the  Gommunity, — 
iiakee  we  axe  ready  to  adopt  the  dewioniae  doctrine  of  the 
IVee  Trade  phikaopher  Me^hus,  that  the  dependent  Poov 
ought  to  be  rigorously  starved  to  d^tb.  Then  what  have 
we  gained  by  fretting  these  articles  so  exorbitantly  cheap  ? 
or,  nitUer,  wli.a  liave  we  not  lost  ?  The  labor  which  formerly 
produced  them  is  mainly  struck  out  of  existence  ;  the  poor 
widows  and  seamstmsses  amonir  ih  must  still  have  a  sul'^i>t- 
ence ;  and  Llic  imported  garmenid  luast  be  paid  for;  wher© 
is  the  ])rotita  of  our  speculation  ? 

But  even  this  is  not  the  woi^t  feature  of  the  case.  The 
labor  which  we  have  here  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the 
cheap  importation  of  tbia  article  is  now  ready  to  be  employed 
again  at  any  price, — if  not  one  that  will  afford  bread  and 
straw,  then  it  must  accept  one  that  viU  produce  potatoea  and 
nii^  ish ;  and  with  the  product  aome  Piee-Trader  prooeeda  tQ 
break  down  the  price  and  destroy  the  reward  of  similar  labor 
in  aome  other  portion  of  the  earth.  And  thus  each  deprea- 
aion  of  wagea  prodncea  another,  and  that  a  third,  and  ao  oq» 
making  the  circmt  of  the  globe^ — the  aggravated  neoeaaitifle 
of  the  Poor  acting  and  reactii^  npon  each  other,  incieaa- 
ing  the  omnipotence  of  Capital  and  deepening  the  dependenoe 
of  Labor,  awdling  and  pampering  a  bloated  and  fectitioiia 
Commerce,  grinding  down  and  grinding  down  the  destitute. 


Digiiizca  by  Liu^.'  . 


«  * 

652  MISCELLANIES, 

nntQ  Malih!]8*8  reme  dy  far  Porerfy  shall  become  a  grateM 
specific,  and»  amid  the  qdendora  and  loxories  of  an  aB- 

devonring  Commercial  Feadallsm,  the  squalid  and  famished 
Millic>ns,  its  de|)endants  and  victims,  shall  welcome  death  ois  a 
deliverer  from  theii'  suileriugd  aud  despair. 

T  wink  tmiv,  periiiitled  iiie  to  fj^'wa  a  hasty  glance  over  the 
doctrines  and  tcacliiugji  of  the  Free  Tmde  sophist*^,  who  esti-em. 
tliernselves  (he  Political  Ecoiioruist^^,  oliristen  their  own  ^  it'^^s 
liberal  and  en]ii;liteiied,  and  complacently  put  onre  itsidt-  as 
benighted  and  barbarous.  1  should  delight  to  show  you  how 
they  mingle  subtle  fallacy  with  obvious  tmth,  —  how  thejjr 
reason  acutely  irom  aasumed  premises,  which,  being  mis- 
taken or  incomplete^  lead  to  false  and  often  absurd  condiir 
sums, — how  they  contradict  and  confomid  each  other,  and 
often.'  fiom  Adam  Smith,  their  patriarch,  down  to  McCuUock 
and  Eicardo»  either  malce  admissions  which  nndennine  their 
whole  fobric>  or  oonfeas  themselves  ignorant  or  in  the  daxk  ba 
points  the  most  vital  to  a  correct  nndeistanding  of  the  groat 
subject  they  profess  to  have  reduced  to  a  Scienca  Yet  even 
Adam  Smith  himself  expressly  approves  and  justifiee  the 
British  Navigation  Act,  the  most  ajygressively  Protective 
measure  ever  enact^^d,  —  a  meiisurc  wliich,  not  being  under- 
stood and  seasonably  coimteracted  by  other  nations,  chaniied 
for  centuries  the  destinies  of  the  World,  —  wliieli  sileuily 
gapped  and  o^■e^tbrew  the  Commercial  and  Political  great- 
ness of  Holland,  —  which  silenced  the  thunder  of  Van 
Tronip,  and  swept  the  broom  from  his  mast-head.  But  I 
must  not  detain  you  longer.  I  do  not  ask  you  to  judge 
of  this  matter  by  authority,  but  from  facts  which  coma 
home  to  your  reason  and  your  daily  experience.  Theie 
is  not  an  observing  and  skong-minded  mechanic  in  our 
city  who  could  not  set  any  one  of  these  Doctors  of  the  Law 
right  on  essential  points.  I  beg  you  to  consider  how  faw 
great  practical  Statesmen  they  have  ever  been  able  to  win  to 
their  standard, — I  nugbt  almost  say  none;  for  HuskiBBon 
was  but  a  nominal  disciple,  and  expteesHj  contravened  their 
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whole  system  upon  an  attoiiiyit  to  apply  it  to  tlie  Corn  Diws  ; 
and  Cullioun  is  luit  a  Five-Trader  by  IftriUion,  and  has  never 
yet  answered  his  own  })0\VL'rt"ul  ariiuiiients  in  l>ehalf  of  Pro- 
tectif)n.  On  the  other  hand,  we  ])oint  you  to  the  hnvj^  array 
of  mighty  names  which  have  iilustrated  the  annals  of  States- 
manship in  modem  times,  —  to  Chatham,  William  Pitt,  and 
the  Great  Frederick  of  Frn-^sia  ;  to  the  whole  array  of  memo- 
rable French  Statesmen,  in<  lading  Napoleon  the  first  of  them 
all;  to  oui-  own  Washincion',  II  vmilton,  Jefferson,  and 
Madison;  to  our  two  rLiMoNs,  T< ah  kins,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  eagle-eyed  and  genial-liearted  uving  master-spirit*  of  our 
time.  The  opinions  and  the  arguments  of  all  these  are  on 
record ;  it  is  by  hearkening  to  and  heeding  their  counsels  that 
we  shall  be  prepared  to  walk  in  the  light  of  experience  and 
look  fon^'ard  to  a  glorious  National  destiny.  My  friends  !  I 
daro  not  detain  you  longer.  I  commit  to  you  the  cause  of 
the  Nation's  Independenet?,  of  her  Stability  and  her  Prosperity. 
Quaid  it  wisely  and  shiaUi  it  well ;  for  it  involves  your  own. 
happmon  and  the  endnriiig  wel&ie  of  your  ooimtaTmea  1 

*  ileniy  Ciaj. 


Digitized  by  Google 


STOMY  LECIPBING  REMINISCMCES. 


▲  DAT  S  BIDS  IN  KAIN£. 

AvnvsTx,  Maiwr,  March  24,  l«i49. 

TIIKEE  days  had  pjlided  away  rajiidly,  and  pleasantly, 
and  not  very  idly,  among  the  lieartiest  of  friends  in 
Bangor,  —  days  bright  as  Italy,  and  pure  as  the  breath  erf 
moontainB.   The  still  abandaat  mow  gradually  melted  into 
tite  rivnldts  £com  the  streets^  the  a^^usent  roads,  and  the 
soathern  ezposium,  in  the  beams  of  the  ascendant  ran;  but 
the  nights  were  crisp  and  kxiadng,  and  the  frequent  appeal^ 
anoe  of  lighter  eleigha  in  the  streets  bespoke  Uie  obstinai^ 
with  which  Wintet's  fleecy  mantle  still  held  its  ground  in  the 
soROunding  coontiy.    The  ice  still  bound  the  Penobseot 
nearly  to  Frankfort,  fourteen  miles  below ;  holding  the  bosi* 
ness  of  Bangor  and  vicinity  in  its  rugged  mbrace,  and  even 
tempting  the  foolhaidy  to  travel  with  teams  on  its  now 
treacherous  surface.     But  on  Tuesday  the  clear  azure  of 
several  ]treceding  days  was  gradually  obscured  hy  the  purtents 
of  a  coining  storm,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  following  ni.iiht» 
became  quite  unetjui vocal,  and  the  patti-rini:  of  rain  on  the 
roof  of  the  Hatch  House  through  the  amall  lionrs  j^aN  e  pre- 
monition of  a  moist  ride  to  Watervnlle  on  tlie  morrow.  It 
was  not,  however,  till  tlie  staL^e-coach  (a  naked,  open  wagon) 
drew  up  at  the  dour,  between  six  and  seven  in  the  morning 
(W ednesday,  21st),  that  the  fun  of  it  became  entirely  palpable. 
The  wind  came  strong  from  the  southwest ;  the  skies  were 
black ,  the  rain  was  coming  finster  and  faster;  in  shorty  a 
Down<-£a8t  Equinoctial  was  upon  ua. 
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There  were  six  of  us  passcngpiB,  not  foigetting  the  driver, 
the  best  roadsman  of  all,  whom  do  obstaele  could  daunt  and 
no  botbfliafcion  disconcert,  aivl  wlio,  protected  in  part  by 
robber  over-all,  looked  the  day's  driving  wind  and  driven 
lain  in  the  face  with  buoyant  pbiloeophj.  The 
themsehree,  when  l^y  oould  stay  in  the  wagon,  by  taniii^  a 
part  of  the  water  from  one  to  other  by  means  ni  fonr 
wnbiellaB,  which  would  have  been  of  aome  aoooont  had  not 
the  oottne  of  the  descending  flmd  been  so  greatly  defleoted 
from  the  peipendioular  by  the  sweeping  gale^  and  had  there 
not  been  entirety  too  mnoh  of  it  Even  as  it  wa8»  the  man 
in  a  red-llannel  shirt  and  grazed  outer  garments,  who 
ooeupied  the  most  sheltered  position  (leeward  of  the  nm- 
breDas),  and  seemed  to  have  been  tanght  by  some  bird  the 
seeret  of  oOing  himself,  contrived  to  maintain  a  oompaiatiTely 
diy  look  to  the  end. 

Ten  miles — mainly  of  mnd^haddid  rapidly  sad  merrily 
liehihd  ns,  before  we  enconntersd  the  first  ibrmidaUe  snoW'^ 
drift  still  oeeapying  the  road,  over  which  hnndreds  of  teams 
had  tmvelled  seeorely  for  wecjis,  but  into  which,  softened  by 
the  ibin,  ours  phmged,  and  in  it  wallowed.  The  next  moment, 
the  leaden  were  down  in  a  tangled  pile ;  the  oif  one  rolled 
dear  over  the  nigh  one,  and  was  extricated,  and  got  np  on 
the  near  sid&  The  passengers  (the  heaviest  having  been 
thrown  out  rather  suddenly  as  we  came  to  a  halt,  the  wagon 
barely  not  upsetting)  walked  ahead  in  quest  of  kelp  and 
shelter;  (perhaps  it  ^  n't  pourl)  the  wheel-bones  were  also 
taken  off,  and  four  oxen  obtained  to  draw  the  wagon  out  of 
tiie  drifts  and  on  to  the  changing-plaoe,  not  &r  distant 

Soon,  all  were  on  board  again, — all  as  good  as  before, 
except  that  the  bufiUoes  were  wet  on  both  sides,  and  the 
seats  had  rather  a  clammy  feeling ;  and  we  went  on  merrily 
as  ever — meeting  few  decided  obstacles  for  the  next  twelve 
miles  — to  the  second  ohanging-place  (North  Bixmont). 

So  far,  we  had  made  good  time,  in  spite  of  wind  and  weather. 
"  And  now,**  said  the  driver,  "  yon  may  expect  to  see  some 
bad  going."    The  testimony  was  confirmed  by  others,  l>ut 
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•we  did  not  need  their  aasmance.  Two  miles  more  were  got 
over  pretty  well,  one  bad  place  lieiiig  avoided  by  letting 
down  the  fenoe,  and  making  a  detour  through  tiie  field ;  bnt 
soon  we  were  bronght  to  a  dead  halt  again.  The  horses 
were  floundering  in  a  rather  profound  drift ;  the  wagon  was 
"stack";  and  no  resource  remained  but  to  beat  up  the 
neigliboriiood  for  oxen  to  draw  it  on,  while  the  passengers 
went  ahead  in  quest  dinner.  The  portliest  of  the  number 
(weighing  good  two  hundred),  who  had  ah^dy  twice  taken 
•  his  own  jx)rtrait  by  a  tlyiiig-leap  iiitu  a  snow-driit,  and  liad 
received  some  severe  contusions  and  a  hard  wrunch  in  tlie 
later  operation,  when  he  narrowly  missed  broaking  a  le<r  in 
clearing  the  wagon,  alone  lingered  bidiind  lo  pick  up  snme 
bits  of  rides  between  the  woi"st  snow-drifts,  of  which,  I  tliiiik, 
there,  were  a  hundred  within  that  next  two  miles.  Yet,  the 
wagon  was,  by  six  oxen,  got  through  or  around  them  some- 
how in  a  little  more  than  two  lioui-s,  —  the  horses  following 
behind,  and  coming  through  with  a  beaten  and  sony  look.  I 
had  no  idea  it  could  be  done  so  soon  by  an  hour. 

Dinner  (at  Troy)  in  ahuny,  and  all  aboard  again ;  and  henoe- 
forward  to  Waterville  we  were  enabled  to  take  the  rain  sitting 
instead  of  walking  for  nearly  all  the  time.  Some  drifts  had  to 
be  walked  over,  of  course ;  some  snow  had  td  be  shoyelled 
away  from  before  the  wheels ;  once  or  twice,  we  had  to  take 
hold  and  help  propel  the  wagon  through  a  drift*  that  need 
not  have  been  so  deep,  so  for  as  any  practical  utility  was  re- 
garded in  its  construction ;  and  twice  m6re  out  solid  friend 
was  half  thrown,  half  jumped,  into  the  snow-drifts,  as  tlie 
wa^on  keeled  up  on  one  side,  and  seemed  intent  on  going 
over.  The  last  time,  one  arm  went  through  the  drift  into 
about  two  feet  of  coolish  water,  and  he,  already  racked  an'l 
sore,  was  on  the  jMiint  of  losing  temju'r.  The  others  were 
more  nimhkf,  or,  rather,  more  hieky  ;  i^enerally  makinu  a  (dean 
jump,  and  alighting  ])er]>endieularly  and  ri^Jit  end  up.  Finally, 
at  6  p.  M.,  we  drove  rapidly  into  Watei*ville,  —  fifty  good 
miles  from  Bangor, — and  found  warm  rooms  and  various 
comforts  awaiting  us.  Lectuiing  that  evening  was  a  litUe 
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uphill;  but,  smce  th«  heiiiei-s  did  not  audibly  cuiiii>Liin,  T 
sha'  n't.  I  thought  the  village  daiiLiiig-sclio*)!  at  our  hotiil 
ought  to  have  hroken  up  at  midnight,  considering  that 
8om«'  of  U3  were  to  be  called  for  the  Aui^usta  stage  at  5  a.  m.  ; 
but  the  y«mng  folks  seemed  to  enjoy  it  to  a  much  later  liour  ; 
and,  ir  tlieir  parents  don't  objeet,  T  probably  should  be  ijuiet. 
Still,  I  do  say  that  dancing  —  which  ought  to  be  a  lu-althfu], 
innocent,  and  approved  recreation  t'orull  —  is  made  un]>oj)ular 
with  the  <'nive  ami  devout  by  the  outra^eousl v  late  hours 
ifO  which  mi'ue  infants  in  years  are  kept  up  by  it,  in  hot  and 
crowded  rtxims,  whence  they  are  suddenly  tninsferred,  wiien 
nf ti-rlv  exhausted,  to  the  outdoorcold  and  their fiitiless liomes. 
It  wa^  not  the  creaking  of  that  fiddle,  the  heaAy  pounding  of 
unskilled  feet  on  the  ball-room  floor,  and  the  annoying  mttle 
of  my  door-latch  in  conseipien*  *',  till  some  time  thi^^  morning, 
that  put  this  into  my  head;  but  these  served  to  conliimmd 
in  my  earlier  conviction. 


A  BIDS  AOBOSS  TBB  ALLEQHAinB8L 

Washivotok,  Monday,  December  3,  I  '^Gl. 
It  w  v^  10  o'clock  on  Saturday  moriung  when  our  steam- 
boat reached  Wheeling,  in  two  days  f i  om  Cmdimatl  That 
was  a  bad  sample  of  Western  steamboat  management.  I  had 
promised  at  home  to  be  here  tlie  evening  before  the  Session 
opened  ;  and  it  was  essential  tliat  I  should  be  punctuaL  I 
ought  to  have  stopped  but  one  day  instead  of  two  at  Cincin- 
nati I  ought  to  have  travelled  by  land  from  that  city,  and 
fio  been  at  Wliei  ling  sL\  homs  sooner.  Tlte  boat  ought  to, 
and  might  have  been  tliere  some  bonrs  earlier.  But  here  it 
was  1 0  o'olock,  and  the  stages  to  connect  at  Cuml»orlaud  with 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  train  next  morning  had  ail  l>een  gone 
some  foiir  hoiUB.  Ko  other  troin  would  leave  Cumberland 
till  Monday  morning,-!- twenty-four  hours  later.  I  jtmiped 
ashore  with  my  bog^Bge«  and  sped  to  the  stage-office.  One 
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of  the  Members  of  Cougress,  for  self  and  company,  got  there 
the  same  moment,  and  spoke  :  "  Can  you  send  us  through 
to  Cumberland  in  time  for  to-moROw's  train  V*  **  No»  tax,  it 
is  too  late."  The  Congroasman  returned  to  report  progress. 
Kot  eampiehflnding  the  impossibility  of  driving  193  miles  in 
22  bonis,  even  over  a  hilly  roa4  with  relays  of  good  horaoB 
every  ten  or  twelve  milesj  I  hung  oii»  and  had  the  leeideiii 
proprietor  eiuamoned.  I  put  the  question  to  Mm,  varied  as 
follows:  '*WiIl  money  put  us  through  to  Cumberland  ia 
time  for  to-morrow's  cam?"  "Tas,  mmiey  wiU,  —  rnonej 
enough."*  "  How  mudi  ? "  "If  five  of  you  will  pay  for  a  full 
sti^e  (nine  seats)  and  twenty  doUais  extra,  you  shall  be 
taken  through."  I  hurried  down  to  the  boat  in  search  of  tiie 
Congrossnien,  but  looked  it  over  without  finding  them.  At 
last,  I  discovered  one  of  the  Senate )rs :  "  Mr.  li.,  call  your 
friends  ;  we  can  be  taken  to  Cuiubeilaud  iu  seaiiuu,  fur  about* 
twenty  dollars  each  " 

He  would  not  hsien,  —  said  it  could  not  be  done,  —  he  hud 
tried  it  once,  and  failed.  (T  mi<?|>ect  lie  did  not  try  the  extra 
price,  "  No  cure,  no  pay.  )  He  turned  away,  and  the  boat 
put  off.  I  went  back  to  the  stage-office  alone.  "  Mr.  S.,  what 
is  your  price  for  taking  me  through  to  Cumberland  in  sea- 
son ? "  "  Kegular  fare  to  fialtim<ne»  eleven  dollars ;  foily 
doUais  extra  for  gaining  time,  —  in  all,  $  51."  I  put  down 
the  change,  and  he  got  up  his  horses.  In  ten  minutes  wn 
were  on  the  road.  The  gentleman  who  drove  stands  at  the 
head  of  his  profession.  He  understood^  by  experience  or  in* 
stinct,  that  the  perfection  of  driving  is  not  to  seem  or  need  to 
drive  at  slL  By  a  slight  and  easy  motion  of  his  wrists  he 
thridded  his  way  through  a  drove  of  cattle,  around  a  carriage, 
and  among  the  piles  of  broken  or  to  be  broken  stone  every- 
where enoumbering  the  road,  now  on  one  side,  then  on  tlie 
other,  and  a*Tain  in  the  middle  or  on  both.  He  knew  jn-t 
when  t!>  hold  in,  and  when  to  let  out,  but  iseemed  to  do  mure 
of  the  1  timer  tliau  of  the  latter;  hardly  using  a  persuasion 
to  speed  ia  the  course  of  the  ride.  He  drove  at  no  time  over 
eleven,  nor  under  ten,  miles  per  hour.    The  day  was  bri^h^ 
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thongli  cool ;  tlie  air  crisp  and  bmcinjj^.  We  liod  a  light  car- 
riage, with  ii-eah  lioiBetj  every  ten  to  twelve  milc-s.  AVhatever 
craft  we  espied  ahead  was  sure  to  be  iiuil  down  astern  in  the 
course  of  five  iinnLUi\s,  We  drove  sixty-two  miles  in  a  trifle 
short  of  six  hours,  but  lost  nearly  an  hour  more  in  making 
changes,  as  we  were  not  exixicted  at  tlie  stations.  It  waa 
10.40  (Baltimoi-e  time)  wlu'ii  we  started.  At  half  past  5  we 
ovei  liauled  the  Mail  Sta^^'cs  half-way  hetween  l>ro\\  nsville 
an<l  UTiiontown,  Pa ,  02  miles  from  Wheeling.  I  threw  my 
baLr.u''ig<J  up' 111  one,  and  followed  it;  bidding  a  Iiearty  larewell 
to  my  rlriver,  w  ho  turned  back  to  Brownsville  lor  the  night, 
on  his  way  to  Wheeling.  We  were  in  Uniontown  to  tea 
15  minutes  past  6  ;  left  at  7  ;  and  drove  straight  ahead  over 
the  Alleghanie«5,  only  8top[*iii^^  to  change  or  water,  nnd  making 
the  five  changes  in  le^^s  than  twenty  minutes,  all  told.  The 
night  was  coM,  and  snow  contrived  to  fall  from  about  mid- 
night, though  l»'ss  profusely  tlian  on  the  plains  this  side.  I 
think  the  cold  prevented.  But  each  !?tagc  was  just  full  of 
passengers,  and  little  discomfort  vras  felt  Irom  the  cold.  I 
don't  consider  riding  through  a  cold  night  without  a  halt  the 
Bnmmit  of  human  felicity ;  but  it  does  very  well,  if  you  don't 
mute  your  time  and  strength  in  trying  to  go  to  sleep.  That 
is  absurd.  We  drove  into  Cumberland  at  7  a.  m.  ;  had  break- 
fasty  and  abundant  time  for  outward  renovation,  before  the 
cais  started  at  half  past  d.  The  storm  continued  through  the 
day,  ch<w»y»*g  from  snow  to  sleety  hail  and  almost  rain 
as  ve  neared  the  coast.  We  met  with  a  bad  accident  at  4  p.  H., 
•^when  45  miles  from  Baltin^ore^  our  snow-scraper  catching 
agaiDst  some  part  of  the  tiaok,  eo  that  it  was  btroken  and 
turned  nndcr  the  fonvard  engine,  which  was  thrown  off  the 
tiack,and  the  one  behind  it  partly  followed  the  example. 
Both  were  disabled  and  considerably  injured.  Happily,  we 
had  atill  a  third  engine,  pushing  behind,  w  hich  was  detached 
and  ran  back  to  Frederick  for  help  to  clear  away  the  vvTeck 
and  meTid  the  track,  which  had  been  torn  up  by  our  disaster. 
After  four  hoois'  delay,  we  got  under  headway  again,  but 
MtnB  Qtk  -msj  abwly,  and  only  made  the  Belay  Hovae  at 
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11  P.  M.,  —  too  late  for  any  chance  to  reach  this  city  till 
morning.  But  we  'were  in  here  betoro  9  A.  M.,  three  hours 
before  Coh^ti  ss  couveued,  and  in  ample  season  to  look  into 
whatever  was  j,'oin^  on.  Governor  Brown  of  Mississippi, 
whom  I  left  on  tlie  Ixjat  at  Wheeling,  incredulous  as  to  the 
practicability  of  getting  tlirough  to  Cumberland  in  season, 
was  of  course  not  here  to  vote  for  his  friend,  Howell  Cobb, 
when  even  one  vote  was  no  slight  ccMoaideiatioiL  I  |NcesamA 
he  is  in.  via  Pittsbuig,  to-night 


A  mGHT-HIDB  AQR08S  THE  PRATRTBBL 

South  Bbkd,  Isdiana,  October  18,  1853. 
I  LEFT  New  York  on  Monday  morning  of  last  week,  reached 
Lafayette,  rm  Erie  Railroad,  Buffalo  City,  the  steamboat 
Queen  of  tlie  West  to  Cleveland,  and  the  railroad  thence  by 
Gallon,  Bcllefontaine,  and  Indianapolis,  at  noon  on  Wednes- 
day. Having  given  tlie  residue  of  that  day  and  all  the  nezi 
to  the  State  Agricultuial  Fair,  and  fulfilled  the  engagement 
that  drew  me  to  Indiana,  I  returned  to  Indianapolis  on 
Friday  morning,  spoke  there  in  the  evening,  and  started  beck 
via  Lafityette,  on  Saturday  morning,  to  Mfil  a  promise  to 
epeak  on  the  evening  of  that  day  at  Laporte,  where  I  should 
reach  the  Northern  Tn<^ifflft  and  Southern  Michigan  Bead, 
and  set  my  face  homeward.  How  we  were  delayed  on  our 
way  back  to  Lafieiyette,  and  how,  on  reaching  that  smart 
yonng  village,  I  was  misled,  by  the  kind  gnidanoeof  a  zealous 
friend,  into  waitix^  for  the  Northern  can  at  a  place  half  a 
mile  distant  from  that  where  they  then  actually  weita ;  how 
I  at  last  broke  over  all  assurances  that  they  always  started 
from  this  point,  and  must  oome  here  before  leaving,  and  made 
for  their  out-of-the-way  station  just  in  time  to  be  too  late,  — 
it  were  a  fruitless  vexation  to  recall  Suffice  it  that  at  noon 
I  stood  on  the  platform  where  I  might  and  should  have  been 
twenty  minutes  before^  just  in  time  to  see  the  line  of  smoke 
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hovering  over  tbe  xapicDy  leoeding  tram,  to  lealize  that  anj 
oeasonaUe  fclfllmAnf.  of  my  pronuse  to  lAporte  yna  maw 
impossible,  and  to  leam  that  the  next  regular  train  would 
leave  on  Monday,  end  take  me  to  laporte  jnat  two  days  after 
I  should  have  been  there.  I  wandered  hack  to  the  village, 
in  no  enviable  mood,  to  telegraph  mj  mishap  to  lAporte,  and 
had  the  privilege  of  cooling  my  heels  for  an  honr  and  a 
qnazter  on  the  steps  of  the  office,  while  the  operaton  were 
leisurely  di»»iiMrittg  and  dtgesting  their  dinner.  They  came 
at  last,  jnst  too  late  to  enable  me  to  stop  the  sending  of  a 
carriage  eleven  miles  from  Laporte  to  meet  me  at  Westville ; 
and  I  retraced  my  steps  to  the  oat-of-town  depots  to  see  what 
dumce  remained  or  might  torn  np. 

As  quite  a  number  had  been  deceived  and  left  as  I  was, 
owing  to  the  recent  change  in  railroad  anangements,  the 
agent  said  he  would  send  out  an  extra  train  that  afternoon,  if 
he  could  procure  an  engine ;  but  none  came  in  that  could  be 
spaied,  and  at  four  o'clock  our  extra  train  was  a4}oumed  to 
next  morning  at  ten ;  and  I  returned  to  the  telegraph  office 
to  apprise  Laporte  that  I  would  speak  there  for  Temperance 
tbe  next  (Sunday)  evening,  and  Ihen  walked  over  to  the 
BrambLe  House,  and  laid  in  a  stock  of  sleep  for  future  con- 
tingenciefl. 

I  was  at  the  depot  in  ample  season  next  morning ;  but  ^bB 
train  that  was  to  start  at  ten  did  not  actually  leave  till  noon, 
and  then  with  a  body  entirely  di^Toportioned  to  its  head. 
Five  cars  closely  packed  with  live  hogs,  five  ditto  with  wheat, 
two  ditto  with  lumber,  three  or  four  with  live  stock  and 
notions  returning  from  the  Fair,  and  two  or  three  cattle-can 
containing  passengers,  formed  entirely  too  heavy  a  load  for 
our  asthmatic  engine,  which  had  obviously  seen  its  best  days 
in  the  service  of  other  roads,  before  that  from  New  Albany 
to  Michigan  City  was  constructed.  Still,  we  went  ahead; 
crossed  the  Wabash ;  passed  the  Tippecanoe  Battle-ground ; 
ran  our  engine  partly  off  the  track,  and  got  it  back  again ; 
and  by  three  o'clock  had  reached  Brookston,  a  station  four- 
teen uiiles  from  Lafayette,  with  a  fiBdr  prospect  of  tmveis- 
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ing  our  wlftole  mnefy-odd  mike  hy  tho  dawn  of  Monday 

But  here  we  came  to  a  long  halt.  The  engine  was  in 
irant  of  both  wood  and  water ;  and,  though  woods  end  slooghs 
were  in  sight  in  Tarious  directions,  neither  were  accessibia 
So  our  engine  was  detached,  and  i«n  ahead  some  five  miles 
Ibr  water,  and  still  farther  for  wood,  and  a  weaiy.  two  faoiin 
weie  tediously  whiled  away  before  its  rt^tum. 

It  came  at  last,  hitclit  d  on,  and  started  iis ;  but>  before  it 
had  moved  us  anotlier  luilf-mile,  the  discharge-cock  of  the 
boiler  flew  oat,  letting  off  all  our  water  and  steam,  and  ren- 
deiing  us  hopelessly  immoyable  for  houn  to  oome. 

We  got  out  t  )  t  il:r  ?..n  ol)servation.  The  village  of  Brook- 
ston  consists  of  three  houses  and  no  bam,  with  a  ^eU 
(almost  dry)  for  the  use  of  the  railroad ;  but  neiUier  of  the 
houses  is  a  tavem.  nor  more  than  one-story  high ;  and  their 
aggiegate  of  accommodation  fell  far  short  of  the  needs  of  the 
Iraogiy  crowd  so  unexpectedly  thrown  npon  their  hospitalitf. 
Two  or  three  mote  houses  of  like  or  inferior  calibre  were 
gleaming  in  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun  at  various  distaneea 
on  the  pniries ;  hut  these  were  already  surfeited  with  nul- 
road  hands  as  hoarders,  not  to  speak  of  sick  women  or  chil^ 
dren  in  nearly  eveiy  one;  for  disease  has  heen  very  life  this 
season  on  these  prairies.  StiU,  a  friend  fbund  an  old  ao- 
^uaintance  in  one  of  the  neaieet  residentBy  whose  sick  wife 
spread  a  generous  table  fcv&wi^  fbras  many  of  us  as  eoold 
sit  around  it;  and,  having  sapped,  we  tamed  oat  on  Hie 
praiiie  to  make  room  for  a  &mily  patty,  including  two  wo- 
men, one  of  ihem  quite  sick, — as  she  had  been  aU  the  way  up, 
and  at  lA&yette  for  some  dsjs  before.  Our  conductor  had 
started  a  hand-car  back  to  La&yette  in  quest  of  the  only 
engine  there, — a  weal^  old  one^  needing  some  repalxa  before 
it  could  be  used  It  was  cakolated  that  this  engine  would 
be  up  abont  eleven  o'clock,  and  would  then  drag  us  back  to 
La&yette  to  spend  the  remainder  of  the  night,  and  take  a  fotr 
start  in  the  morning.  13us  I,  for  one,  had  resolved  not  to 
submit  to,  though  the  only  atenative  wece  a  eamp<fo»  on 
tilie  praiiia 
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But  now  a  Viri.L;ht  thought  struck  the  engineer,  for  Avhich 
T  tliink  he  was  indebted  to  inj/  good  angel.  TTe  recollected 
that  a  good  engine  was  stationed  at  a  point  named  Culver- 
t'^iwn,  forty-three  miles  ahead  ;  and  he  decided  to  take  a 
hand-car  and  make  for  this,  so  that  our  bow  should  have  two 
strings  to  it.  The  hand-car  was  dragged  over  the  rough 
prairie  around  our  long  train,  and  launched,  —  I  follow- 
ing with  ray  carpet-bags,  on  the  lookout  for  chances.  In  a 
trice,  it  was  duly  manned ;  I  had  coaxed  mj  way  to  a  seat 
upon  it;  and  we  were  off. 

The  full  moon  rose  bright  over  the  eastern  woods  as,  with 
the  north  star  straight  ahead,  ve  bade  adiea  to  the  embiyo 
City  of  Brookston. 

We  were  seven  of  us  on  the  hand-car ;  four  propelling 
twos,  as  if  turning  a  heavy,  two-handed  grindstone ;  but  we 
let  off  one  passenger  after  tiayeraiiig  a  few  miles.  The  engi- 
neer and  I  made  op  the  party ;  and  the  car —  about  equal  in 
ai2e  to  a  wheelbarrow  and  a  half — Jnat  managed  to  hold  us 
and  give  the  propellers  working-room.  To  economize  space, 
I  sat  a  good  part  of  the  time  facing  backwaid,  with  mj  feeit 
hanging  over  the  re^  of  the  car,  knocking  here  and  there  on 
» tie  or  bddge-tunber,  and  often  tilled  through  my  boots  by 
the  coarse,  rank  weeds  growing  np  at  intervals  between  thiB 
ties,  and  recently  stiffened  by  the  hard  October  firosts.  As  a 
eonstant  effort  to  hold  on  was  required,  the  position  was  not 
&yorable  to  olnmber,  howe\'er  it  might  be  to  cogitation.  Our 
Ksh  steam  was  evolved  from  YanSee  muscles,  and  proved  of 
capital  quality.  We  made  our  first  five  miles,  heavily  laden 
M  we  were,  in  twenfy-five  minotee ;  our  fint  ten  miles  in  an 
hour;  but  our  propellers  grew  gradually  weaiy ;  we  stopped 
twice  or  thiice  for  oil,  water,  and  perhaps  one  other  liquid ; 
•0  that  we  were  five  hours  in  making  the  forty-three  mile% 
or  from  7  P.  U.  till  midnight  I  only  tried  my  hand  at  pro* 
polling  for  a  short  mile,  and  that  experiuice  sufficed  to  oou* 
vinoe  me  that^  however  it  may  be  as  a  buaineBs,  this  spe* 
des  of  exensise  cannot  be  conscientiously  commended  as  an 
amnaementi  Hia  night  wae  chilly,  thoagh  dear;  the  dead- 
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aliead  breeze,  tliougli  li^ht,  was  keen,  and  T,  by  no  meaos 
dressed  for  such  an  airy  ride,  felt  it  mi>st  sensibly. 

Our  course  lay  across  the  east  end  of  Grand  Prairie,  winch 
stretches  westwaixi  from  the  bank  of  the  Wabash  across  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois,  to  the  Mississippi,  and  thence  through  Iowa 
and  Nebraska,  perliaps  to  Council  Bluffs  and  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  The  ground  we  traversed  was  nearly  level,  rft^n 
marshy,  and  for  the  most  part  clear  of  wood;  but  we  fre- 
quently crossed  belts  or  spurs,  on  higher,  diyer  soil,  of  the 
great  forest  on  our  right,  with  occasional  clumps  of  sturdy 
oaks,  —  islets  of  timber  in  the  prairie  sea,  —  to  which  the 
belts  aforesaid  served  as  promontories.  Four  prairie-fires, — 
two  on  either  hand,  —  at  intervals  of  miles,  burned  brightly 
but  lazily ;  for  the  wind  was  not  strong  enough,  nor  the  vege- 
tatbn  and  crisp  enough,  to  ixnpel  a  lapid,  roaring,  sweep- 
ing file. 

Kow  a  flock  of  geese  flew  by,  murmuring  subduedly;  then 
A  great  heron  loee  before  us,  and  flew  heavily  over  the 
marshes ;  an  opossum  was  frightened  by  our  noisy  approach, 
and  fled  eagerly  into  the  pmiii^  under  an  evident  migtalrA  as- 
to  the  nature  of  oar  bnsiness ;  and  ag^  an  odorous  skimk, 
keeping  his  carcass  unseen,  gave  pungent  evidei]«  o  of  Ids 
eloee  proximity.  Finally,  a  little  after  midnight,  chilled  and 
wear}',  we  reached  the  one-hone  viUage  of  Culvertown,  and 
found  the  engine  missing, — run  ^owix  to  Michigan  City  for 
repairs,  —  so  tli  i  f  my  companions  had  had  their  rugged  ride 
for  nothing.  Xiie  landlady  of  tlie  only  house  in  sight  got  up 
and  made  a  fire;  the  engineer  decided  to  await  the  retom 
of  the  fugitive  engine ;  and  I  b^n  to  drum  up  the  means  of 
ftrther  conveyance;  for  I  was  still  twentyH)dd  miles  ftom 
any  j^blic  conveyance  that  would  speed  me  on  my  way. 
Horses,  I  learned,  were  not  easily  to  be  had ;  and,  even  if  I 
had  a  team,  the  roads  across  the  great  marsh  and  small  river 
jtist  north  of  us  were  rather  shy.  Bub  the  engineer  lent  me 
the  hand-car  which  had  already  done  such  good  service,  and 
I  evoked  isom  slumber  two  Dutchmen,  who  were  persuaded 
to  act  as  mj  crew;  and  by  1  a.  k.  I  was  again  under  head- 
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iFay  northward ;  the  air  keener^  and  I  more  vnlneiable  to  its 
assaults  in  my  loneliness,  than  when  six  of  us  were  so  closely 
hnddled  together.  Bat  my  Dutchmen  propeUed  with  a  wifl, 
and  my  good  otalt  sped. briskly  onward. 

I^om  Culvertown,  a  praine-maish  stretches  thirteen  mileB 
northward,  and  I  think  no  building,  and  hardly  a  cultivated 
acre,  were  visible  through  all  that  distance.  The  dense  fog, 
beaten  down  by  the  cool  ahr,  lay  low  on  this  marsh,  and  was 
heavily  charged  with  piaixie-smoke  for  a  part  of  the  way. 
Three  miles  from  C,  we  crossed,  on  a  pokerish  bridge  of  naked 
timberB,  the  slough-like  bed  wherein  the  Kankakee  oozes  and 
creeps  sluggishly  westward  to  join  the  Fox  and  fonn  the 
Illinois.  They  say  the  Kankakee  has  a  rapid  current,  and 
dry,  inviting  banks,  from  the  point  where  it  crosses  the  Illinois 
line,  which  might  tempt  one  to  regret  that  it  did  not  cross 
that  line  forty  miles  h%her  up.  HappOy,  the  keen  air  had 
done  for  the  mosquitoes,  so  that  we  had  no  more  music  than 
I  had  fairly  bargained  for ;  but  Bunyan  might  have  improved 
his  description  of  the  Slough  of  Despond  had  he  been  favored 
with  a  vision  of  the  Kankakee  marshes.  At  4  A.11.,  my  good 
craft  brought  up  at  Westville,  and  I  was  gratified  by  the  sight 
of  half  a  dozen  houses  at  once  for  the  first  time  since  leaving 
La&yette,  seventy-eight  nules  below.  I  doubt  that  all  the 
houses  visible  on  that  seventy-eight  miles  would  amount  to  a 
hundred ;  and  I  am  sure  they  would  be  dear  at  two  hundred 
dollars  each,  on  the  average.  Yet  there  are  much  fine  timber 
and  excellent  land  on  that  route,  and  he-who  passes  over  the 
railroad^  ten  years  hence  will  see  a  very  different  state  of 
things.  If  efficient  plans  of  drainage  can  but  be  devised  and 
executed,  that  r^on  will  yet  ^be  one  of  the  most  productive 
in  the  world.  Still,  the  financiering  which  conjured  up  the 
means  of  building  that  New  Albany  and  Michigan  City  Bail- 
road  is  worthy  of  a  braaren  monument  At  Westville,  I  was 
but  eleven  miles  from  Laporte,  and  four  from  the  crossing  of 
the  great  Northern  Indiana  Scad  from  Chicago :  so,  liaving 
aoGomplidied  sixty-four  miles  by  hand-car  since  dark,  and 
arrived  within  striking  distance  of  a  civilized  railroad,  I  went 
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to  bed  till  breakfast-time ;  took  pasaage  by  wagon  at  7 ;  ma 
in  liaporte  by  9.;  8{K)ke  fur  Temperance  at  1 ;  took  tbe  rail- 
road at  3 ;  and  came  here  to  fulfil  mj  engagement  to  lectme 
last  evening ;  and  thna^  having  reopened  my  communicationi^ 
I  close  Uiia  luuxied  aooouut  of  A  Night  JBiide  Aisroaa  the 
fkaizieB. 


A  WINTEB  FLOOD  i:^  ILLINOIS. 

Gauwiim*  Iuumoii^  F«linitt7'7,  iei7. 
I LDT  the  train  from  Chioago  on  thie  (the  Barliqgtoii)  Boad 
at  7  A.11  yesterday  at  "  Oquswka  Janction,**  the  last  station 
this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  took  the  stage  in  doe  season 
for  Oqnawka  (5}  miles  noartih)^  on  tiie  bank  of  the  great  river, 
and  the  shiie  town  of  Hendeison  County.  It  had  been  tain- 
ing  and  thawing  for  a  day  or  so  hereabout;  and,  thon^ 
there  was  little  snow  to  melt^  tbe  haid-frosen  earth  threw  off 
the  water  like  a  glass  root  The  creeks  were  all  over  their 
banks,  wandering  at  their  own  sweet  will, — "  South  Hender- 
son,** ".Main  Henderson/'  and  "Korth  Henderson"  y>mg 
with  each  other  in  encroachments  on  the  people*8  highway, 
and  all  the  sloughs  "  and  depreaaiouB  tnosformed  into  tern-  ' 
poraxy  lakes;  but  our  stage  crossed  them  all  saMy, — there 
being  a  solid  frost  bottom  to  each, — and  reached  Oquawka 
indue  season. 

But  the  rain  poured  harder  as  Ihe  day  vnss^  on,  and  fha 
evening  was  as  inclement  and  forbidding  as  could  weU  be 
imagroed.  I  said  my  say  to  a  rather  thin  house,  —  yet  a 
laige  gatherixig  for  such  a  night, — and  then  looked  about  for 
the  means  of  msking  good  my  promise  to  be  in  Galeebuig 
(only  33  miles  distant,  27  of  it  railroad)  this  evening. 

The  prospect  was  not  cheering.  The  rain  was  pouring,  the 
wind  howling,  and  the  creeks  rising.  Already,  the  stage  had 
been  stopped  by  the  creeks  •on  its  evening  trip  to  the  cars ; 
and  it  was  plain  that  to  wait  till  morning  was  to  prolong  my 
sta^  indefinitely.  Now,  Oquawka  is  a  nice  place,  aa  its  mdU- 
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fiiioiis  name  would  indicate,  and  has  many  excellent  peoplo 
whose  acquaintance  I  should  have  be^  glad  to  improve; 
bat  the  telegraph  is  not  among  ita  advantages,  and  I  could 
not  kt  the  people  of  Galesbuig,  and  other  towns  to  which  I 
was  due,  know  what  had  become  of  me,  nor  whj  I  disap- 
pointed them;  so  I  resolyed  to  dig  out,  if  posaible;  and,  aa 
the  cxeeks  were  atOl  rising  rapidly,  the  only  course  was  to 
start  at  once.  A  council  of  wise  Mends  decided  that  I  could 
not  reach  Oquawka  Junction,  if  I  were  ever  so  hent  upon  it^ 
and  should  find  no  train  there  if  I  did ;  and  that  the  only 
hopeful  course  was  to  talce  the  highest  or  eastern  road*  and 
steer  for  Monmouth  Qialf-way  to  Galesbuig)  at  once.  Bf 
taking  this  course,  I  should  turn  seveial  vicious  creeks^  leav- 
ing only  **  Main  Henderaon "  really  fonnidahleL  So  a  buggy 
and  capital  span  were  procured  from  a  liveiy-stable,  with 
their  shrewd  and  capable  owner  as  pilots  and,  at  a  littk  past 
10  o'clock,  we  put  out  into  the  stoim,  resolved  to  see  Monr 
mouth  (18  miles,  by  our  route)  before  daylight^  if  possible. 
Though  the  clouds  were  thick,  the  wind  blew,  and  the  ram 
poured,  there  was  a  good  moon  above  all,  which,  though  ob-  • 
scured,  gave  about  all  the  light  that  was  really  necessary. 

Though  Oquawka  is  built  on  the  sand,  we  crossed  wide 
stieiches  of  water  before  we  had  cleared  it ;  and,  of  the  miles 
of  high  sand-ridge  that  intervened  between  it  and  "Main 
Hendetson,**  I  judge  that  fully  a  fourth  lay  under  water. 
Stilly  hoob  and  wheek  brought  up  on  frost;  and  it  was  not 
till  we  descended  into  the  bottom  of  *'Main  Hendenon^  that  • 
matters  b^;an  to  wear  a  serious  aspect' 

Forty  rods  west  of  the  ordinary  channel  of  the  creek,  we 
plunged  into  the  water,  whidi  grew  gradually  deeper,  until 
our  boots  and  baggage  had  drunk  of  it  to  satiety.  Just  at 
this  pointy  the  dnvet^s  quick  snd  wary  eye  cauglit  sight  of 
some  plank  or  timber  which  had  formed  part  of  a  bridge  over 
one  of  the  ordinary  dde-cuts  of  the  stieam  when  over  its 
bank, — said  plank  or  timber-head  being'even  with  the  sur- 
face of  the  flood,  with  such  an  angle  of  inclination  as  indi- 
cated that  the  bridge  was  a  wreck,  and  had  probably  in  good 
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part  floated  o£  He  rnned  up  his  hataes  before  xeaehing  it, 
and  torned  tbem  Saqi  Bbont,  and  in  &  miiiiite  we  were  half- 
way back, — not  to  dry,  bat  to  unflooded  lai^  Here  we  took 
sweet  counsel  together,  and  I  offered  to  letnm  to  Oquawka  if 
Be  conaidered  it  fooUiardy  to  persist  in  going  forward.  He 
studied  a  moment,  and  concluded  to  make  another  attempt ; 
which  he  did,  and  went  through  above  the  treacherous  bridge, 
though  I  don't  believe  any  man  could  have  done  it  two  hours 
later.  We  were  soon  in  shallower  water,  found  the  main 
bridge  all  right,  and  no  deep  water  east  of  it,  though  "  Smith's 
Creek "  (a  tributary  which  enters  "  Main  Henderson "  just 
below  the  bridge)  set  back  upon  and  covered  our  road  with  a 
swift  current  IVa  ]M'iha]is  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  driver  \\  its 
fauiiliar  with  the  ruad,  and  thought  it  had  never  bf-eii  so 
covered  before.  Soon,  however,  we  itscended  a  loni;,  Imdly 
gullied  hill  of  the  very  worst  clay,  and  breathed  niorc  Ireely 
on  the  high,  level  piuirie,  cnvered  in  good  part  witli  water, 
and  not  pretty  wheeliLvr,  Vtut  never  threatening  to  lloat  Ui> 
bodily  ofV,  Uke  that  raviTi;^    Main  Henderson." 

Having  reached  "  Stringtowu,''  five  or  six  miles  on  our  way, 
the  dri\  or  called  up  a  wayside  friend,  and  borrowed  dry  socks, 
while  I  made  reiiearches  in  niy  baggage  for  a  like  creature- 
comfort,  but  with  very  unsatisfactory  reunite.  "  Main  Hen- 
derson" had  been  there  before  me,  and  had  made  everv^hing 
fit  for  his  wear,  and  untit  fur  mine.  1  i  losed  valise  and 
leatliern  Wg  with  a  shiver,  and  we  resumed  our  weary  way. 

I  do  like  the  pmiries,  though  theii' admirers  won't  admit  it; 
and  I  cheeifully  certify  that  the  best  U'ting  we  found  was  on 
the  virgin  turf.  True,  the  "  sloughs  "  were  many  and  wide ; 
vet,  there  was  frost  and  ice  at  the  bottom  of  them,  which 
seldom  cut  through;  but,  whenever  it  did,  it  gave  hoi-sejs, 
bu;.,fi4y,  and  riders,  a  mckin?;^.  My  pilot  picked  our  way  ^vith 
great  judi^ment,  and  we  were  nevermore  sto])p(Hl,  arul  hardly 
checked,  until  wc  came  out  on  the  main  road  westward  from 
Monmouth,  thnie  miles  distant. 

That  three  miles  of  dense  pmirie  was  the  heaviest  travelling 
I  ever  underwent ;  and,  if  our  jaded  horses  traveEsed  it  in  an 
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Lour  and  a  (quarter,  they  did  passing  welL  On  tlio  naked 
praiiie,  we  felt  little  anxiety ;  tor,  ii"  the  slough  seemed  too 
deep  straight  ahead,  we  could  sheer  rii^ht  or  left  ad  JihUnm^ 
only  taking  care  to  keep  some  lanihiiark  in  view,  if  possiljltj. 
But  roads  imply  hritlges  over  the  water-courses ;  and  t  liese 
bridges  were  far  more  perilous  than  the  water-courses  them- 
selves. 

Still  the  wind  l)luw,  still  the  rain  fell,  in  spite  of  our  re- 
peated j)redictions  that  it  would  soon  hold  up  ;  nii.l  still  our 
horses  plodded  slowly  onward,  until  those  three  luiius  seemed 
to  me  interminable.  Our  main  business  was  to  wateli  the 
bridges  just  ahead,  and  see  that  they  had  not  lieeu  washed 
out;  and  they  genemlly  J'eemed  to  stand  remarkably  well.  At 
last,  Muiimouth  was  in  sight;  the  last  hrid-je  was  ])assed;  no, 
not  the  last,  for  our  horses  were  in  a  deep  '^nWy  this  instant. 
A  second  more,  and  they  sprang  out,  and  jerki  d  the  bug^y 
in  with  a  crash  that  is  still  audible.  The  niudi  lore-wheel 
snapped  its  tire,  and  went  down,  an  armful  of  oven-wood  ;  the 
tongue  split,  but  held  on,  and  the  driver  was  pitched  across 
my  knees  head  downward  into  the  deei)  mortai*-bed  termed 
tlie  road.  I  went  forward  on  my  face,  Init  clung  to  the  wreck, 
with  my  I'eet  entangled  in  apron  and  blankets;  and,  as  the 
horses  started  to  nm,  the  look  ahead  for  aa  iustaat  was  not 
flattering. 

Onl\'  for  an  instant,  however.  The  idea  of  running  with 
tiiat  wreck  through  such  mud,  after  a  heavy  night-drag  of  eigh- 
teen miles,  was  so  essentially  ridiculous  that  no  well-bred  horse 
could  have  entertained  it.  Ours  perceived  this  instinctively, 
and  soon  slacked  up,  while  the  driver  recovered  his  feet  and 
his  reins,  if  he  had  ever  fully  lost  the  latter.  I  cannot  say  how 
I  came  out  of  the  dilapidated  v(  hi(  le,  nor  could  tlie  driver  give 
me  any  light  on  the  subject ;  but  I  soon  found  myself  resum- 
ing tlie  perpendicuhir,  and  facing  rearward  in  quest  of  my 
hat,  which  I  found  in  a  wayside  pond  several  rods  back,  (  wo 
thirds  full  of  water,  but  still  floating.  My  blanket  I  fished 
out  of  the  semi-liquid  mud  al>out  midway  between  my  goal 
and  my  startuag-point,  and,  for  the  first  time  on  my  jonmey, 
found  its  company  disagreeable. 


670 


MOBCELLANIBS, 


Men  nover  know  wlien  they  are  well  off.  Five  minutes 
before,  I  had  Leeu  intlustridiLsly  cherishing  my  cold,  wet  feet, 
fencing  oft*  the  driviug  rain,  and  fancyinj^  myself  an  object  uf 
just  compassion ;  now,  T  saw  clearly  that,  so  lon^  as  the  c^ir- 
ria;;e  remained  sound,  I  had  been  in  an  enviable  state  of  ease 
and  enjoyment.  Throwing  my  soik-d  blanket  over  one  arm, 
and  taking  my  valise  in  the  opposite  hand,  I  pulled  one  foot 
after  another  out  of  the  deep,  tany  mud,  losing  both  my  weU- 
fastened  overshoes  therein  without  knowing  it,  and  pushed 
through  to  a  tavern  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  and  a  half  per  hour, 
in  a  state  of  general  bedragglement  and  desperate  julli^ 
which  Mark  Tapley  could  not  have  bettered. 

It  was  4  A.  M.  when  a  hospitable  roof  overshadowed  us. 
The  house  was  full,  and  my  petition  for  a  pair  "f  Uppers,  and 
a  room  with  a  fire  in  it,  could  not  be  giaiited.  But  a  bar- 
room fire  was  got  up,  and  a  bed  in  due  time  provided,  though 
a  ball  that  night  in  the  \-illage  —  no,  city — had  aboorbed 
most  of  tbe  accommodations.  But  our  noUe  botsea  found 
what  they  needed,  and  we  had  an  hour's  skcp  or  more,  thotigh 
I  did  not  incline  to  sleep  at  all  I  got  up  to  brmkfast,  and 
to  find  all  as  T  expected  about  the  railroad.  Tlie  Cbic^go 
ni|^fai-tram  went  down  nearly  on  time,  but  did  not  reach 
Oqnawlca  Junction,  finding  the  track  all  washed  out  at  tlie 
OEOSBing  of  "South  Henderson,"  ten  miles  below.  But  its 
engine  came  back  about  9  a.m.,  took  on  boaid  balf  a  dozen  of 
ns,  and  backed  up  to  Galesburg  (seventeen  miles)  in  teas 
than  an  hour;  saving  me  another  dreaded  carriage-ride  of  -A. 
least  six  boma  We  crossed  one  washed-out  place,  wbich 
tbieatened  to  throw  us  off,  but  did  not.  I  guess  I  am  the 
last  person  who  vill  have  left  Oquawka  for  several  days,  and 
suspect  Burlington  (Iowa)  has  parted  company  with  the  world 
eastward  of  the  Mississij^i  fc^  at  least  as  many. 

MoB&L. — We  are  none  of  us  half  grateful  enough  for  tbe 
of  railroadB»-^when  the  trains  zun»  and  the  oazs 


don't  fly  the  track. 
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i  DISCUSSION  B£IW£EH  HORAGE  OREELEI  AND  BOBEBI  DALE  OWEN. 


DITOBCX.  — WOMAN'S  BIGHTS.* 

OUR  Legislature  is  again  iiiipoitQued  to  try  its  hand  at 
increasing  the  facilities  of  diToacce.  We  trugt  it  will 
iKUider  long  and  carefully  before  it  consents.  That  many  per- 
sons are  badly  mated  w  true ;  but  that  is  not  tfaue  law's  fault 
The  law  of  our  State  saya  plainly  to  all  the  unmarnad*  *  Ba 
yery  careful  how  you  many ;  for  a  mistake  in  thia  >^rd  ia 
irrevocable.  The  law  does  not  coaatiain  you  to  marry,  does 
not  hurry  you  to  marry,  but  bids  you  be  first  twn  that  yoa 
know  iiitiinatfly  and  love  devotedly  the  person  with  whom 
you  foriii  thia  irrevocable  onion.  We  rectify  no  miatakea;  it 
*  leeta  with  you  not  to  make  any.  If  you  do,  bear  the  penalty 
as  you  ought,  and  do  not  seek  to  transfer  it  to  the  shouldeis  <rf 
the  community."  And  thia,  we  think,  is,  in  the  broad  yjbw, 
nghtk  though  in  special  caaes  it  involves  hardship. 

Tlie  paradise  of  free-lovers  ia  the  State  of  Indiana,  where 
the  lax  principles  of  Robert  Dale  Owen,  and  the  nttor  want 
of  principle  of  John  Pettit  (leading  leviaeis  of  the  hm), 
oombined  to  eatabliah,  aonie  years  since,  a  state  of  law  wbioh 
enables  men  or  women  to  get  unmarried  nearly  at  pleasore. 
A  legal  friend  in  that  State  recently  remarked  to  na,  that^  at 
one  County  Courts  he  obtained  eleven  divoioes  one  day  before 
dinner;  "and  it  was  n't  a  good  morning  for  diyorces  either.** 
Jn  one  case  within  his  knowledge,  a  prominent  citizen  of  an 
Eastern  manufacturing  city  came  to  Indiana,  went  through 
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the  usual  routine,  olitained  his  divorce  about  dinner-time, 
and,  in  the  course  of  the  evening  "^^^as  luarriod  to  his  new 
inamorata,  who  had  come  on  for  the  pnrpose,  and  was  staying 
at  the  same  hotel  with  liim.  They  soon  started  for  homo, 
having  no  more  use  for  the  State  of  Indiana  ;  and,  on  arriving, 
he  introduced  his  new  wife  to  her  astonished  predecessor, 
whom  he  notified  tliat  she  must  pack  up  and  go,  as  there  was 
no  room  for  her  ia  that  liouse  any  longer.    So  she  went 

How  many  want  8uch  lacility  of  divorcing  in  New  York  ? 
We  trust  not  one  in  a  hundred.  If  we  are  right  in  this  judg- 
ment, let  the  ninety-nine  make  themselves  heard  at  Albany 
as  well  as  the  one.  The  diacontented.  aie  always  actire ;  tiia 
contented  ought  not  to  sleep  evermore. 

We  favor  whatever  may  be  done  to  mitigate  the  hardships 
enduzed  by  nusmated  persons  in  perfect  consistency  vnih  the 
maintenance  of  the  sanctity  and  perpetuity  of  Marriage. 
Cases  are  constantly  occnixing  in  which  a  vittoons  and  worw 
thy  girl  persists  in  manning  a  dissolute  scapegrace,  in  spite 
of  the  most  condnsiye  d'omouf^trations  of  his  worthlessness. 
Five  years  hcnco,  when  he  h;us  become  a  miserable  loafer  and 
SOt^  she  win  wish  liorself  divorced  from  him;  but  the  law 
says  Ko,  and  we  stand  by  it.  But  the  law  ooght  to  allow  her 
to  earn  for  herself  and  her  little  ones,  and  not  enable  him  to 
appropriate  and  squander  her  few  hard-won  ahillingf.  This  is 
asked  for,  and  ought  to  be  granted.  So  the  law  should  alloiw 
the  woman  who  is  living  wholly  separate  from  her  hna* 
hand,  by  reason  of  his  brutality,  cruelfy,  or  profiigacy,  to  have 
l^e  same  control  over  her  i«operty  and  earnings  as  if  she  had 
never  married  This  is  not  now  the  case.  Nay;  we  know 
an  instance  in  which  a  woman,  l<mg.  since  separated  from  her 
worthless  husband,  and  tiying  hard  to  earn  a  meagre  living 
fior  their  children,  was  disabled  and  crippled  by  a  raiboad 
accident ;  yet  the  law  gives  her  no  right  of  action  against  the 
culpable  company ;  her  broken  anlies  are  legally  her  runa- 
way husband's,  not  her  own;  and  he  would  probably  seOL 
them  outright  foft  a  gallon  of  good  brandy,  and  let  the  com- 
pany finish  the  job  of  bieaking  them  at  its  convenience. 
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We  heartily  approve  of  such  changes  in  our  laws  as  would 
make  this  deserted  wife  the  Ib|^  ofwner  of  her  own  anlies; 
but  we  would  not  dissolve  the  mairiage  ohligatioa  to  constancy 
fat  any  other  canae  than  that  lecqgnlaed  as  sufficient  hj 
Jesus  Christ 


KB.  OWSK'S  BS8P0NBB.* 

To  THE  Editor  op  the  New  York  Tuibuxe  :  — 

SiK:  Retired  from  political  life,  and  now  disposed  to  ad- 
dress the  public,  if  ut  all,  through  a  calmer  medium  than  the 
columns  of  a  daily  paper,  still,  I  cannot  read  the  allusion  in 
this  morning's  Tribune,  made  in  connection  with  an  im- 
portant subject,  to  my  adopted  State  and  to  myself  by  name, 
without  feeliii;,^  that  justice  to  both,  and,  what  is  of  more  con- 
seqnencej  tlie  fair  statement  of  a  question  inyolyii^  much  of 
human  morality  and  happineas,  require  of  me  a  few  words. 
You  say: — 

«  The  Fteradiae  of  free-loTen  is  the  State  of  Indiana,  wheie  tfao 
las  prinoiplea  of  Robert  Dale  Owen,  and  the  utter  want  of  prinoi- 
pie  of  John  Pettit  (leading  revisers  of  the  laws),  oomhiiied  to 
eatabUah,  aome  years  since,  a  stat«  of  law  whioh  enahleit  man  and 
women  to  get  unmarried  nearly  at  pleaaure." 

You  are  usually,  I  think,  correct  in  your  statements  of 
&ct,  and  douhUeas  always  Intend  to  be  so.  That  in  this  en- 
deavor you  sometimes  &il>  we  have  a  proof  to-day. 

So  fiff  as  I  lecolleet,  the  Indiana  law  of  divorce  does  not 
owe  a  single  section  to  Mr.  Pettit  Be  that,  however,  as  it 
may,  it  owes  one  of  its  provisions,  and  one  only,  to  m&  I 
found  that  law  thirty-four  years  ago,  when  I  'first  became  a 
vesident  of  the  State,  in  substance  nearly  what  it  now  is ;  in- 
deed, with  all  its  easenlsal  features  the  aame.  It  was  onoe 
referred  to  myself,  in  coigunction  with  another  member  of  the 
Legislature,  for  revision ;  and  we  amended  it  in  a  single 
point;  namely,  by  adding  to  the  causes  of  divoroe  "habit- 

•  frooL  The  Tribwie  of  March  ft<  laaa 
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ml  drimkenno''?  f  r  two  years."  In  no  other  particular, 
either  hy  vote  or  proposition,  have  I  been  instrumenial  in 
ftamiug  or  amflnding  the  law  in  qxiestion,  disectly  or  in- 
directly. 

Do  not  imagine,  however,  that  I  seek  to  avoid  any  n'?pon- 
sibility  in  regard  to  that  law  as  it  stands.  T  conluilly  ap- 
.  prove  it.  It  has  stood  the  test  for  forty  or  titty  years  among  a 
people  whom,  if  you  knew  them  as  intimately  as  I  do,  candor 
would  cumpel  you  to  admit  to  he,  according  to  the  strictest 
standard  i»f  morality  you  may  set  up,  not  one  whit  behind 
those  of  sister  States,  perhaps  of  more  pretensions.  I  approve 
the  law,  not  on  principle  only,  but  because,  for  more  than 
half  a  lifetime,  I  have  witnessed  its  practical  workings.  I 
speak  of  its  influence  on  nvr  oim  citismt.  It  is  much  to  be 
T^gietted  that  any  one  shoiilil  over  be  compelled  to  seek  a 
divorrc  out  of  his  own  State.  Bot^  even  in  alluding  to  abuses 
which  kav»  occurred  in  this  connection,  you  failed  to  tell 
your  readers^  what  perhaps  you  did  not  know,  thai  our  law 
has  of  late  y«ai8  heen  so  changed  that  the  cases  yon  state 
cannot  possibly  recur.  No  one  can  now  sae  for  a  divorce  in 
Indiana,  until  he  has  been  dniiiig  one  yesr,  at  least,  a  resident 
of  the  State ;  and  the  provision  regarding  timely  notice  to  the 
absent  party  i:^  of  the  strictest  kind. 

You  speak  of  Indiana  as  *'  the  Paradise  of  fiee-lovenL**  It 
is  in  New  York  and  New  England,  refusing  isaaonaMe  divorce, 
that  free-love  prevails;  not  in  Indiana.  I  never  eren  heaid 
the  name  thera  Tom  locate  the  .PaEadise»  then»  too  te 
west. 

And  does  it  not  occur  to  you,  when  a  millio]i  of  men,^ 
chiefly  plain,  hardy,  industrious  &iniei8»  with  wiyes  whrnn^ 
after  the  homely  old  feshion,  they  love,  and  daughters  whose 
chastity  and  happiness  are  as  dear  to  them  as  if  i^suesi  homes 
were  the  wealthiest  in  the  land, » does  it  notoocnr  to  Horace 
Greeley  that,  when  these  men  go  on  deliberately  for  half  a 
centiuy  maintaining  nnchanged  (or,  if  changed  at  all»  made 
more  Hbeial)  a  law  of  divoroe  whioh  he  denoimoes  as  breed- 
ing disorder  and  inmunali^, — that  the  million,  with  their 
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Icmg  cTperienee,  nay  Tw  nighty  and  that  Hofaoe  Greelej^ 'with- 
out that  ei^kerienoe,  may  be  wrong? 

You  talk  of  my  *lax  principles."  I  think  that,  by  my 
prist  life,  I  fattve  earned  the  right  to  be  believed  when  I  eey 
what  arc  my  principles  and  what  are  not. 

On  this  subject,  they  go  just  so  far  as  the  Indiana  law,  and 
no  further.  I  have  given  proof  of  this.  I  have  bad  a  hun-  . 
died  opportunities^  and  never  used  them,  to  move  its  amend- 
ment I  was  chaaiman  of  tlie  Revision  Committee  of  our 
Constitutional  Convention;  but  in  our  Constitution  wo  incor* 
porated  nothing  in  regard  to  divorce,  except  a  proliil>itioin 
against  ail  divorce  by  the  L^islature.  To  ibaii,  I  think  you 
will  not  olrjeot  At  the  next  session,  I  was  chairman  of  the 
conimittee  to  revise  the  laws;  but  we  merely  reenacted  tha 
old  divoice  law,  of  which  experience  had  taught  us  the  bene- 
fits. It  grants  divorce  for  otiier  causes  tiian  the  one  your  law 
selects, — as  for  abandonment ;  for  cruel  treatment ;  for  habit- 
ual dmnkenness ;  and  for  any  other  cause  for  which  the  court 
may  deem  it  proper  that  a  divorce  should  be  granted. 

Are  these  "Isx  prinoipiles"  ?  I  daim  to  have  them  judged 
according  to  a  Christian  mla  *  By  their  frnits  ye  shall  know 
them."  You  have  elopements,  adnlteiy,  which  your  law,  by 
rendering  it  indispensable  to  release,  virtual^  encourages;, 
you  have  fi»e*Iove,  and  that  most  teniUe  of  all  social  evils» 
prostitution.  We,  instead,  have  regolatod,  l^gal  sepamtioiii. 
Tou  may  feel  disposed  to  tibank  Qod  that  you  are  not  as 
other  men,  or  even  as  these  Indianiana. '  I  think  that  we  are 
justified  in  His  sights  rather  than  you. 

Or  is  it^  perhaps,  the  amendment  I  did  propose  and  carry 
which  seems  to  you  kx  in  principle? — the.  provision, 
namely,  that  a  wife  should  not  be  compelled  to  live  with  one 
who  has  been,  for  years,  an  habitual  dnmkaid.  You  have  told 
us  that  she  ought  to  be  so  compelled.  It  constantly  occurs^ 
you  say,  that  a  "virtuous  and  worthy  giil"  marries  a  man 
who  **  becomes  a  miserable  loafer  and  sof;  and  you  add: 
She  will  wiah  herself  divorced  ficom  him;  but  the  law  says 
No,  and  we  stand  to  it** 
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Think,  for  a  moment,  what  this  actually  invol^^e !  Let  vs 
take  the  "single  captiTe>"  lest  the  multiplicity  of  images  dis- 
tract us.  See  the  young  creature,  "virtuous  find  Mortby," 
airaitiiig,  late  in  the  solitary  night,  the  &te  to  which,  for  life, 
you  consign  her ;  and  that  for  no  flin  more  heinous  tliau  that 
ha  girl's  hearty  beUeving  in  human  goodness,  had  trusted  the 
TOWS  and  promises  of  a  scoundrel  Is  it  her  home  where  she 
is  sitting  ?  Let  us  not  so  desecrate  the  hallowed  word.  It  is 
the  den  of  her  sufTerings  and  of  her  shame.  A  bloated 
wretch,  whom  daily  and  nightly  debauch  has  d^raded  below 
humanity,  has  the  light  to  enter  it.  In  what  fpmper  he  will 
arrive,  God  alone  knows,  — all  the  animal  within  him,  proba- 
bly, aroused  hy  drink.  Will  he  beat  her,  —  the  mother  of  his 
children,  the  one  he  has  sworn  to  love  and  protect  ?  likely 
enough.  Ah  I  well  if  that  be  all !  The  soouige,  though  its 
strokes  may  cause  the  flesh  to  shudder,  cannot  reach  the  souL 
But  the  possible  outrages  of  this  miserable  loafer  and  sof 
may.  He  has  the  command  of  torments,  legalfy  pennitted,  fiir 
beyond  those  of  the  lash.  That  bedchamber  is  his,  and  the 
bed  Is  the  beasf  s  own  lair.  It  depends,  too,  on  the  brute's 
drunken  will  whether  it  shall  be  shared  or  not,  CSalibsn  is 
lord  and  master  by  legal  light  There  is  not  a  womanly  in- 
stmct  that  he  cannot  outrage ;  not  a  holy  emotion  that  he 
may  not  profane.  He  is  authcri29Bd  to  commit  what  metre 
xesembks  an  in&mous  crime — usually  rated  second  to  mur- 
der, and  often  punished  with  death — than  ai^hing  else. 

And  in  this  foul  pit  of  degradation  you  would  leave  to  a 
&te  too  horrible  for  in&my  itself,  a  pure,  gentle,  blameless, 
Christian  wife  1  Her  ciy  thence  may  ascend  to  heaven ;  but^ 
on  earth,  you  think  it  should  be  stifled  or  contemned  She 
entreats  for  relief — for  escape  horn  the  pollution  she  ab- 
hors ;  you  look  down  upon  her  misery,  and  answer  her,  *The 
law  says  Ko,  and  we  stand  to  it'* 

God  forgive  you,  Horace  Greeley,  the  inhuman  sentiment! 
I  believe  you  to  be  agood  man,  desiring  human  improvement^ 
the  ftisnd  of  what  you  deem  essential  to  socuil  morality. 
God  send  that  yoa  may  never,  in  the  person  of -a  daughtw 
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of  TOUT  own,  and  in  the  recital  of  her  tortures,  pnictically 
learn  tbs  tamble  hdoaaa  hom  £ur  you  have  atn^ed  itam  thA 

right  I 

Further  to  aigue  the  general  questioa  would  be  an  unwar- 
rantable intrusion  on  your  columna.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  i£ 
I  differ  fitom  70a  aa  to  the  expedienoj  of  occaKi<»iaUy  diaaokw^ 
ing  miseiy-liiiiiging  unions,  it  is  precisely  becaase  I  regard 
the  marriage  relatioQ.  m  the  holiest  of  earthly  instdtutaons. 
It  is  for  that  very  reason  that  I  seek  to  pneserre  its  purity, 
when  ottier  expedients  fail,  by  the  be!?om  of  divorce.  No 
human  relatioii  oiight  to  be  suffered  so  to  degenerate  that  it 
defeats  the  purpose  of  its  institution.  Qod  imposes  no  laws 
on  man  merely  to  have  the  pleasure  of  sesiDg  them  obeyed ; 
bat^  on  the  contmiy,  with  special  reference  to  His  creatures' 
welfare  and  impEOvenient  Maniage  itselt  Sabbath, 
was  made  to  man;  not  man  for  mancu^  It  fulfils  God's 
intentioiiB  so  long  as  the  dome'^tic  home  Is  the  abode  of  pa- 
lity,  of  noble  sentiment,  of  loviog-kindnsss,  or,  at  least,  of 
mutual  forbeamnce.  Bat  it  defeats  His  poipose,  and  violates 
the  Divine  economy,  when  it  beeomss  the  da%  oanse  of  giiev- 
COS  words  and  heartless  deeds,  —  of  anger,  strifes,  selfishness, 
emelty,  ruffianism.  That  it  should  ever  he  thus  degraded 
and  perverted,  all  good  men  must  lament;  and  all  ought 
earnestly  to  seek  the  most  efifectusl  remedy. 

In  no  country  have  I  found  the  msnisge  oUigation  so 
little  binding  as  in  the  nation  *  near  whose  conrt,  as  mini^ 
tsr,  I  isoentity  spent  five  yeat%  —a  eoontiy  where  Msmsga 
is  a  aaeiament  and  Divoies  an  impoNibilily ;  and  when^ 
indeed,  on  aooonnt  of  their  ■'lax  principJes,"  the  inhabit- 
ants  neither  nesd  nor  care  for  it  In  no  eonntrf  have.  I 
seen  manisgB  and  its  vows  mors  sbietly  respected  than  in 
my  adopted  State,  where  the  relation,  when  it  engenden 
immorality, may  be  tenninated  bylaw.  Jor  the  res^  divoms 
in  Indiana  are  &r  less  freqnent  than  strangeis,  reading  onr 
divorce  law,  mi^t  be  led  to  Imaginei  We  find  Jelfenon's 
words  to  be  as  trae  of  married  penons  as  of  theiestof  m«»> 

•  tr 
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kiiid.  They  "are  more  disposed  to  suffer  wlule  evils  m 
suiferable,  than  to  light  themaelves  by  AlwlMhhig  lii^  Umsob 
to  which  tbej  have  been  accustomed." 

The  question  remains,  whether  it  be  more  jtlininng  in  the 
aght  of  God,  and  nune  conducive  to  virtue  in  man,  to  peit 
deoentLjr  in  peeoe^  or  to  lire  on  in  shameful  discoid. 

I  aaiy  ail;  your  obedient  servant, 

BoBKBT  Daub  Own. 

Hbw  Yoke,  Maxdi  1, 1360. 


BSPLT  Bt  MB.  aSBSLBT.* 

To  THB  Hov.  BoBEBT  Dalb  Owbi,  Of  brnuMA : — 

^fY  DEAR  i^iR :  I  had  not  expected  to  pmvoke  ymr  letter 
this  day  published ;  bat  the  ealgect  is  one  of  the  highest 
and  widest  importance,  end  I  am  yfoj  williiig  to  aid  in  its 
fnrther  elucidation-  * 

I  do  not  think  the  Issues  of  &ct  nised  bj  yon  need  long 
detain  as.  The  country  knows  that  you  have  for  the  last 
tiuity  yeais  and  more  beenaleading  member  of  the  genenl^ 
dominant  party  in  Indiana, — almost  the  only  member  who 
oonld  witli  propriety  be  tenned  a  political  pldloeopher.  As 
such,  you  have  naturally  exerted  a  very  great  influence  over 
the  legislation  and  intmal  policy  of  ^t  State.  Often  a 
member  of  her  L^gulatore  as  well  as  of  Cengress,  and  one  of 
the  leviseis  of  her  laws,  yon  admit  that  the  Iaw  of  Marriage 
and  Divotoe  came  at  one  time  direefly  and  distincti^  nnder 
review  before  yon,  and  that  yon  ingrafted  thereon  a  provi- 
sum  adding  another —  habitcud  drankenness  —  to  tim  pre- 
existing groonds  on  whioh  divorce  might  legally  be  granted. 
Ai  to  "lax  principles,"  I  need  not  say  more  than  that  I 
dte  yonr  lotter  now  before  me  as  a  sample  and  illnstratkm. 

Bat  let  me  brash  away  one  cobweb  of  yonr  brain.  Ton 
pictoxe  the  case  of  a  pore  and  gentle  woman  exposed  to  the 

•  frum  Xlic  inbum;  ul  Aiardi  6,  ISGO.  * 
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Inratalitifls  and  craeLtieB  of  a  beastly  aoi  of  a  husband.  Par 
snch  cases,  our  laws  giant  a  separation  ftom  bed  and  board* 
— not  a  disraption  of  the  marriage  tie,  ^tb  libertjr  to  many 
again.  I  tbink  Hob  is  jnst  right  I  woold  not  let  loose 
such  a  wretch  as  yon  have  depicted  to  delude  and  torture 
another  "pare  and  virtaons  giiL"  Let  one  vktim  suffice  him. 

Tom  reference  to  the  *  blameless  CkHstian  wHe,**  and  to 
what  is  ^moro  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  Qod,**  impels  me  to 
say  that  I  must  consider  Jesus  of  Kameth  a  better  au- 
thority as  to  what  is  Ghristiaii  and  what  pleases  Ood  tban 
yon  are.  His  testimony  on  this  point  is  express  and  un- 
^uivocal  (Matt  xix.  9),  that  a  marriage  can  be  rightfully 
dissolved  because  of  adultery  alonei  Ton  well  hnow  that 
was  not  the  law  either  of  Jews  or  Bomans  in  his  day ;  so 
that  he  cannot  have  been  misled  by  custom  or  tradition, 
even  were  it  possible  for  him  to  have  been  mistaken.  I 
believe  he  was  wholly  right 

For  what  is  Marriage  ?  I  mind  the  Apostolic  injunction, 
*  Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words."  Dr.  Webster's  great 
dictiuuaiy  says :  — 

"Mahiuaoe:  The  act  of  uniting  a  man  and  woman  for  life; 

wc<l]ock  ;  the  Icpil  union  of  a  man  and  woman /or  li/r.  }farrinfje 
in  a  uoutract  both  civil  and  reli^Mou'*.  v.hich  the  pai-ties  cng:ii;o 
to  live  to^r^ther  in  mutual  atioctiou  and  hdelity  till  death  ihaU 

ttpanifr  Uitm,^ 

So  Woroester : — 

MAiBffAffli ;  the  act  of  marrying,  or  Tmitiag  a  man  and  wcnwrn  \ 
fir      as  hnsband  and  -wi^"  Ao.,  4o. 

I  surely  need  not  quote  to  you  the  langiiaije  of  the  mftr- 
riagf' cereiudny,  —  the  niutual  and  solemn  jH'naUe  to  "take 
each  other  for  better,  for  worse,"  and  **  U)  live  together  tiU 
dmth  (fo  pftrf"  &e.  You  mnst  ])e  awn  re  that  the  entire 
Christian,  and  I  think  nioBt  of  the  partially  civilized  pa^an 
world,  re^'ard  this  soh-inn  contract  to  cleave  to  etich  other  till 
fdcath  as  the  very'  essence,  tlie  vital  element,  of  Marriage. 

Kow  it  is  not  here  uecessaiy  thalt  I  should  prove  this  better 
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ttm  aiif  possible  tBOkttiMbi^t  saffice  it  tlmfc  I  insist  tlMtt 
whoever  would  recommend  ft  nbrtifarte  ■boold  clearly,  spe- 
cifically, set  forth  il»  nature  and  oonditaon^  and  should  mil 
ifc  by  ita  distinctive  name.  Tliere  may  be  sometbiii^  bellMr 
liHni  MBUiii^ ;  but  nothing  is  Marruigfh^t  a  solemn  ei^age- 
ment  to  live  together  in  faith  and  lova  UU  death.  Wb^ 
should  not  they,  who  have  devised  something  better  than 
aid^fesbioBfld  Jdsniage^  give  their  bantling  a  distinctive  nam% 
•ui  not  appropriate  mn  ?  They  hten  been  often  enoi^ 
'wned  off  our  pramises ;  shall  we  never  ba  aUa  to  ahamt 
them  out  oi  their  unwarnuotaUe  poaching  ? 

I  am  peifiMtly  willing  to  see  all  social  expenmenls  tried 
Ihit  any  earnest,  rational  being  deems  ealctilakd  to  promote 
IliB  woU-being  of  the  human  famiJ^ ;  bmt  I  inBist  that  this 
natter  of  Mszrii^  and  .Diraoe  has  passed  beyond  the  m» 
SDnable  scope  fli  ezperimeat  The  ground  has  aU  been 
travelled  over  and  over: — from  IndiasohiUe  .Monogaaiis 
Msni^  down  Uxton^  Polygamy,  Ooncabini^  essj  JAvatce, 
to  absolute  Free  Love,  mankind  liafe  tried  ewy  possible 
modificatioii  snd  shade  of  nelaticm  between  Man  and  WoimeiL 
If  these  mnhifonD,  pnitiaGted,  diyeisified^  infinitely  repeated, 
eiperiments  have  not  established  the  snpeiiority  the  unJen 
of  one  man  to  one  woman  for  life — in  shor^Maniage — to 
aQ  other  Ibnns  of  aemal  lektion,  then  Histoiy  la  a  delnditig 
ttist^  and  Man  has  hitherto  lived  in  vain. 

But  ycm  assert  that  the  people  of  Indiana  aie  cmphatiGaUy 
moral  and  chaste  in  their  domestic  relationB.  lhab  may  be ; 
-  ct  aU  events,  I  have  not  yet  called  it  in  qmiAim. '  Indiasia 
Is  yet  a  yonng  States — not  so  old  as  eiUMT  yoe  or  I, — end 
most  of  her  adelt  popubtion  were  bonn^  and  i  think  most  of 
them  were  reared  and  married*  in  States  whidi  teach  and 
Jnaintam  the  Indiaadhibility  of  Marrii^  Ihafe  pnpniatioin  ia 
yet  apane ;  tiie  greater  part  of  it  in  modemte  ejrcnmstance^ 
engsged  in  rami  indnstiy,  and  hut  slightly  exposed  to  the 
lemptationB  bom  itf  orowda*  Inzoiy^  and  idleneaa.  In  aneh 
dronmstenoea,  omHanenee  woold  piobahSy  be  gamad,  even 
were  Maxriage  nnkaown.  But  let  Time  and  Change  do  Ibeir 
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mAy  and  tiii^  iee  I  Given  the  p(qRiklion  of  Italy  in  th« 
of  the  Csesars,  with  eai^  divorce,  and  I  belieim  tt» 
iwoltiraioHbelUwtiiaiexpefim  bjtbeBoman  Bepublfav 
whioh,  under  the  ewaj  of  eusj  diForce,  rotted  awej  and 
peiished, — Uasted  liy  liie  mildew  of  vnehaete  ntothefs  and 
dtfeelttte  homee. 

If  experimeDie  aie  to  l)e  tried  in  the  diieotiQit  you  ftcvcn;  I 
innst  tiiftt  fhey  ehall  he  tried  fidrly, — not  under  eorer  dt 
fitbe  promisee  and  haeekaa  pietenees.  Let  those  wlio  will 
take  each  other  on  trial ;  bat  let  such  nniona  hare  a  distinal 
name  as  in  IParis  or  Hayti,  and  let  ut  Imow  Just  who  an 
married  (eld  slpfle),  and  who  hsTe  ISdcmed  unkma  to  he  main- 
tained or  teiminated  as  eiieumstmces  shall  dietate.  Ilioas 
who  choose  the  latter  will  of  oofose  eonstimmate  it  wiAoal 
heneSt  of  deigy ;  bat  I  do  not  see  how  they  need  even  so 
much  oeremonj  as  that  of  jumping  the  broomstick.  '  1 11 
love  you  so  long  as  I'm  able,  and  swear  for  no  longer  than 
this^** — vidiat  need  is  there  of  any  solemnity  to  hallow  eodh 
a  union  ?  'What  libertine  would  hesitate  to  promise  thai 
much,  even  if  fxiOj  nsdlved  to  decamp  next  morning  ?  If 
man  and  woman  are  to  be  true  to  each  other  only  so  long'as 
they  shall  each  find  constancy  the  dictate  of  Iheir  several 
inclinatioos,  there  can  he  no  such  crime  as  adultery,  and 
mankind  have  too  long  been  defisuded  of  innocent  enjoymeni 
by  priestly  anathemas  and  ghostly  malediotions.  Let  us 
each  do  what  fbr  the  moment  shall  give  us  pleasurable  sensa- 
tions, and  let  all  such  fantasies  as  God,  Duty,  Conscience^ 
Retribution,  Eternity,  be  banished  to  the  moles  and  the  bots^ 
with  other  foigotten  rubbish  of  bygone  ages  of  darkness  and 
unreal  terrors. 

But  if — as  I  finnly  believe — Mairiage  is  a  matter  which 
concerns  not  only  the  men  and  women  who  oontnct  it,  baft 
llie  State^  the  community,  mankind, — if  its  object  be  not 
merely  the  mntoAl  gratification  and  advantage  of  tiie  husband 
and  wife,  but  the  due  sustenance,  nurture,  and  education  <£ 
^eir  chihhen, — if,  in  other  words,  these  who  voluntarily 
incur  the  obUgatkms  of  pawatage  can  cnty  diachaige  those 
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obliguiions  jH  i-boually  and  conjointly,  and  to  that  end  aTe 
bouiid  to  liv(;  togt'tlicr  in  love,  at  least  tlntil  their  yt>un;^ait 
child  shall  have  attaiued  ])erfect  physical  aud  intellcrtual 
maturity,  —  then  I  deny  tliat  a  niarria^^e  can  l>e  dissohdl 
save  l)v  death  or  tluit  critue  which  ahtne  renders  it6  continu- 
ance niipu.*?.-'ilil»'»  T  Iduk  Id'ynnd  the  .sjieeial  caae  to  tliti  gen- 
eral law,  autl  to  tiie  reason  wliicli  umlerlie.s  that  law;  and  I 
say, —  No  couple  cari  innocently  take  upon  themselves  the 
obligatictas  of  Marriage  until  t)u  v  know  that  tliey  are  one  in 
spirit,  and  so  must  remain  forever.  If  they  lualdy  lay  ]«ri>- 
fnn«»  liands  on  the  ark,  theirs  alone  ia  tlie  blame  ;  be  tlicirs 
alone  the  ]>enalty  1  They  hiive  no  right  to  east  it  on  th.it 
public  which  admonished  and  entreated  them  to  forbear,  but 
admuuished  and  entreated  in  vain.  Yours, 

HOfiACB  GfiSKLir. 

Hsw  YoBK,  March  b,  1860. 


VR.  OWBN'8  BKJOINDSB.* 

To  THE  HoN'.  Horace  Gkeeley  :  — 

My  dear  Siii :  In  one  matter  wc  shall  not  differ,  and  that 
is  in  the  o]>inion  that  Jesus  of  Na/aivth  should  he  eonsidered 
better  authority  as  to  what  is  Christian  —  and  I  will  add  as 
to  what  is  conducive  to  public  morals  —  than  either  you  or  L 
The  longer  I  live,  the  more  T  settle  down  to  the  conviction 
that  the  one  great  miracle  of  history  is,  that  a  system  of 
ethics  so  far  in  advance  as  was  the  Christian  System,  not  only 
of  the  semi-barbarism  of  Jewish  life  eighteen  hundred  years 
ago,  but  of  what  we  term  the  civilization  of  our  own  day, 
should  have  taken  root,  and  lived,  and  epr^d,  where  every 
opinion  seemed  adverse  and  every  influence  hostile.  But^ 
before  we  take  Christ'^  opinion  on  tbo  subject  in  hand*  let  us 
go  a  little  further  back. 

Yon  tell  110  tliat  "  the  rery  eflsenoe  of  manutge  "  ia;,  tlittt 
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, the  married  should  "cleave  to  each  other  till  deaths'  And, 
m  a  corollury,you  insist  that,  if  this  coudiliou  is  ever  viuhited 
(as  hy  the  action  of  a  divorce  law),  then  it  is  Tiot  Marriage 
which  prevails,  but  only  a  substitute.    Yuu  add  : — 

"  I  insist  that  whoever  woiild  reconuiMnd  such  subotatute  sliould 
clearly,  specitically  set  forth  its  nature  and  conditions,  and  should 
adi  it  by  its  distinctive  name.  There  may  be  something  better 
thau  MamuL'O,  but  nothing  u  Afnrn'nf/e  but  a  solemn  enira^'cment 
to  hve  together  tili  death.  Why  ahuuid  not  they  v.\m  liave  de- 
vised somethinjj  better  than  old-fashioned  Marriage  give  their 
bantling  a  distinctive  junn^-,  and  not  appropriate  ours?  They 
have  lieen  often  warned  otf  our  prcintsos  ;  shall  we  never  be  able 
to  shame  tli(!m  out  of  their  unwiu nmtable  poaching?"  [The 
Italics  are  y<»urs.] 

This  is  plain.  If  the  law  re<;ards  Marriage  as  a  contract 
whicli,  under  any  circunistances,  may  be  terminated,  then 
(you  allege)  men  and  women  live  together  under  what  is  but 
a  substitute  for  marria^'e,  —  under  what  should  go  by  the 
name  of  eoneubinage,  or  some  similar  term.  Such  is  tbo 
state  of  tilings,  you  infer,  under  the  present  Indiana  law. 

I  tlo  not  tliink  you  n.'tleeted  wliat  a  sweeping  assertion  you 
were  Iierc  making.  For  there  is  not  a  State  in  the  Union 
—  not  even  New  York  —  which  is  without  a  divorce  law. 
In  every  State  of  the  Union,  tlierefore,  Marriage  is  a  i-ontract 
of  such  a  nature  that  contingencies  maj/  arise  under  which 
the  married  moy  not  "live  together  until  deatli  them  do 
part."  If,  then,  the  possible  contingency  of  separation,  legally 
admitted,  annuls  *'  tiie  very  essence  of  marriage,"  and  con- 
verts it  into  concubinage,  in  what  condition,  I  pray  you,  aie 
married  people  living  throughout  the  United  States  ? 

The  same  state  of  things  prevails  in  all  Protestant  countries. 
Only  in  those  which  acknowledge  the  Pope  as  their  relig- 
ioiis,  head  is  Marriage  an  indissoluble  f^^acrament.  Is  it  your 
opinion  that  Catholics  only  are  really  married  ? 

But  this  is  a  mere  instalment  of  the  difliculties  which  in- 
here in  your  proposition.  Moses,  of  whom  we  are  told  (Deu- 
teronomy T.  31)  that  Grod  said  to  him :  "  Stand  thott  heze  by 
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m^t  and  I  niU  flpedt  onto  thee  tE  tlie  wnrniiuiflinflntB,  mi 
tiM  etatvtes,  uid llie  judgmentB irfaielk  Dm  efaalt  teach  in^ 

pe(^le/'  promulgated  to  tile  Jews  ft  law  ef  dmncoL  Oiv 
dmooe-law  in  Indiaaa  unut  "be,  eran  in  yoitr  eyes,  a  mand 
fltaiat^  eimipaied  to  that  of  1l»  Jewiah  lawgiver;  for  the 
latter  pnmdad :  ''Whraamaahalh  talaenairifbaiidiiianiBil 
hai;  and  it  eoma  to  paaa  that  aha  find  no  finw  in  hia  eyes, 
than  kt  him  wnte  her  a  bill  of  diToroemBDt^  and  give  it  in 
her  hand*  and  aead  her  <ml  of  his  hooae.  And  mban.  she  is 
depaited  oat  of  his  hovae,  dn  tuay  go  and  be  anotiier  maoL'a 
-mhT  (Deuteronomy  xxiv.  1.)  This,  nnkaa  yoa  deny  tiie 
leeoid,  yon  must  admit  to  be  God'iB  own  law.  It  waa  fiist 
deolaied,  according  to  Hie  usual  chnmolqgy,  about  1^0 
yean  befoie  the  Chiistaan  eia.  It  remained  unchanged  tiH 
Qirialfa  day.  Joseph  end  Maiy  were  married  under  tt ;  and 
the  former,  wh^  he  doubted  Mary's  fidelity,  was  "  minded  to 
put  her  away  privily"  Forfoortoen  oentaiies  and  a  half,  then, 
God's  chosen  people,  living  under  His  law,  had,  according  to 
you,  a  mere  substitute  for  marriage.  What  distinctive  name 
the  "  bantling "  desen  es,  I  leave  to  your  judgmeut.  We 
liave  been  accnst(imed  to  regard  it  as  **  old-fashioned 
riat,'e."  It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  contract,  under  siu  h 
a  law,  was,  "  T  will  be  your  husband  just  as  long  as  you  lind 
favor  iu  luy  eyes ;  and,  as  soon  as  you  c^iase  to  do  so,  you 
ssliall  have  a  bill  of  divuixiement,  untl  be  sent  out  of  my  house. 
Then  you  may  marry  whom  you  please.** 

Jesus  tills  us  that  this  law  was  given  "because  of  the 
har<luess  uf  tlieir  hearts**;  or,  as  we  should  now  express  it, 
because  of  the  low  grxwie  of  morality  then  existing  in  Judea. 
Nevertheless,  if  it  really  be  (rtKi's  own  law,  how  can  you 
allege  that  it  is  wrong  in  itself  ?  But,  if  it  be  not  A\TonL:,  then 
divorce,  even  of  the  eaaieist  attaiiimeut,  must,  in  a  certain 
8tat€  of  society,  be  right.  And  hence  results  another  impor- 
tant principle;  namely,  that  there  is  no  absolute  right  or 
wrong  al>out  this  matter  of  divorce;  but  that  it  may  proper- 
ly vary  in  its  details  at  different  sta<ies  of  civilization.  It  is 
oertain  Uiat,  imder  the  Divine  Economy^  our  modem  sense  of 
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propriety  and  moi-ality  has  beon  so  flo'/rlnpof^,  tliat  we  should 
not  tolerate  the;  Ji'wisli  statute  giving  uucontrolled  Hceiue  to 
Htd  husband,  but  no  ri^^dit  of  relief  whatever  to  the  wife. 

Jeaus,  diseurdiuL'  tlie  old  law,  is  stated  to  liave  proposed 
(as  yoii  remind  us;  to  the  people  of  his  day  a  substitute  where 
there  was  but  a  single  cause  for  divorce,  —  the  same  recognized 
by  tlie  New  York  stattite.  But  his  idea  of  conjugal  infidelity 
was  not  that  entertained  in  our  courts  of  law.  Ho  looked, 
beyond  surface-mom! ity,  to  the  heart.  In  his  pure  eyes,  the 
thought  and  the  act  were  of  equal  criminality.  His  words 
were :  "  Whosoever  looketh  on  a  woman  to  lust  after  her  hath 
committed  adultery  with  her  already  in  his  heart."  (Mak> 
thew  \  '2^i.)  The  fair  inference  seems  to  be,  that  the  proper 
cause  fur  divorce  is,  not  the  mere  physical  act  o£  infidelity, 
bat  that  adultery  of  the  heart  wiiich  quenches  oonjiigal  love ; 
thus  destroying  thftt  which,  &r  more  justly  than  jour  cobab^ 
tation  till  deafli,  maj  ha  ngtoM  as  "  the  Ytaj  easence  of 
Marriar^." 

I  do  not  allege  that  Jesna  so  connected  lua  two  teachings, 
—  that  regarding  diyorce  and  that  defining  adultery,  —  that 
tiie  Jews  of  hia  day,  groea-minded  as  they  irere,  might  detect 
the  connection  and  p^KJeive  its  inference  If  the  Hebrews, 
in  Moaea'  time,  were  so  ateeped  in  barbariam  that  nothing 
l[)etter  than  the  bill-of-divorcement  privilege  was  suitable  for 
fhem,  we  may  readily  imagine  that,  even  after  fourteen  cen- 
tnriea  had  elapsed,  enough  of  the  hardness  of  heart  would 
remain  to  justify  a  law,  in  advance  of  the  other,  indeed,  but 
still  only  adapt^  to  a  hard,  material  race,  —  a  race  who  had 
not  learned  that  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  apiiit  giveth  life,-* 
a  race  who  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  been  capable  of  appre- 
ciating, hiodly  of  comprehending,  a  morality  of  standard  ao 
exalted  that  the  tfaooght  ia  brought  to  jud^ent  thoqgh  tiie 
deed  disdoae  it  not 

I  will  go  fiuiher  and  admit  that,  if  the  -words  of  Jesn»,  in 
the  text  quoted  by  yon,  have  come  down  to  ua  reported  with 
strict  accuracy,  he  me^  have  intended  the  men  of  his  day  to 
put  upon  them,  aa  beat  adapted  to  their  aodai  status,  the  lit- 
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taJfy  material  inteiprBtatioii  wbidii  seeina  to  bave  iqggertBd 
iftBdf  to  the  fiamefB  of  tlie  New  York  diToioe  law.  Jenia 
ms  not  one  who  niged  lefonn,  as  some  modem  imunraton 
do^  rashly  or  piematniely.  Fradenoe  was  one  of  bis  diatiii* 
ginahing  ehaiaoleristics.  He  said  not  all  that  was  in  itself 
tnie  aikd  proper  to  he  said  at  some  time,  hot  only  all  the 
troths  which  Ihe  people  to  whom  he  addresBed  himself  wen 
prepared  to  leceiTeL  That  he  kept  haok  a  part,  we  have  his 
own  words  to  prore :  "I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  nnto 
yon,  hut  ye  cannot  hear  them  now ;  howheit^  when  He*  the 
Spirit  of  Truth,  is  come,  he  win  guide  you  into  all  trath.** 
(John  xvi  12, 13w) 

Tet^  even  if  your  law^maken  hut  leodyed  the  same  impraa- 
don  that  was  produced  on  the  Jews  hy  Jesus'  words*  it  hy  no 
means  follows  that  it  is  the  one  adapted  to  our  wants  and 
progress.  It  hy  no  means  follows  that  100  should  not  look  he- 
yond  the  dead  letter  to  the  living  sjorit  If  the  divorce  law 
promulgated  from  Mount  Sinai  was  ho  longer  adapted  to  a 
world  grown  fifteen  hundred  years  older,  are  we  to  suppose 
that  eighteen  hundred  yean  more,  passed  away,  have  hrought 
with  them  no  need  for  another  advance  and  a  moie  enlight- 
ened interpretation? 

Thus,  I  think*  I  have  shown  you:-** 

FtnL  That  it  will  not  do  to  warn  us  who  think  Divorce  a 
nunalising  eqgine,  as  poachen,  off  your  self-enfeoffed  prsm- 
ises;  or  to  hid  ua  seek  some  name  other  than  Mairiage  whero- 
with  to  designate  our  legal  unions.  The  BiUe  teUs  os  thai 
the  ancestors  of  Christ  were  really  married;  and  I  never 
heard  this  denied,  till  your  doctrine  denied  it 

JSeetmd,  That»  according  to  the  Old  Testament,  eesy  divom 
was  expressly  permitted,  three  thousand  years  ago,  hy  the 
Deity  Iiimaelt 

HUnL  That  divorce  laws  may  properly  vary,  in  diflbrent 
stages  of  civilisation.  And 

Fourik  That  the  langiiage  of  Jesus,  ikirly  constraed,  des- 
ignates the  proper  cause  of  divorce  to  be,  that  infideli^  of 
1^  heart  which  defeats  the  true  purpose  of  mamage. 
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In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say,  as  to  the  quasi-divorce  to 
which,  under  the  name  of  "  separation  from  bed  and  board,** 
you  refer,  and  which  you  think  "just  right,"  that  of  all  the 
various  kinds  of  divorce  it  liiis  been  found,  in  practice,  to  be 
the  nio-st  iiLrnorul  in  its  tendency.  Tlie  subjects  of  it,  in  that 
nondc^crijtt  state  which  is  neither  niamed  nor  single,  are 
exposed  —  as  every  person  of  stronr^  alfeetion  must  be  who 
takes  a  vow  of  celibacy  yet  mixes  with  the  world  —  to  pow- 
erful teniptatiuus.  Unable  to  maiTV,  the  chances  are,  that 
these  law-condemned  celibates  may  do  worse.  I  tliink  that 
those  membeis  of  your  ])ar  with  whom  tlie  procurement  of 
l^al  sepaiutiuns  is  a  s|>ecialty  could  make  to  -you  8ome 
startling  disclosures  on  ihis  sul)jexjt. 

But,  til  is  as  it  may,  what  becomes  of  the  "mutual  and 
solemn  vow  to  live  together  tdl  death  them  do  part "  ?  WImt 
becomes  of  the  dictionary  definitions  which  you  adduce  about 
being  **  united  for  life,"  and  about  "  afifection  and  fidelity  till 
death  shall  se])arate  them"  ?  Does  not  your  |>olicy  of  "sep- 
aration from  bed  and  board  "  as  eflcctually  extini^niish  tht^, 
and  thus,  according?  to  your  view,  as  comjdetely  con\ crt  Mar- 
nagd  into  a  concubinal  substitute,  as  my  remedy  of  Divorce? 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

£OB£iiI  DALfi  OW£N. 


ME.  GE££L£r  AGAIN.* 

To  TiiK  [los.  Rom:HT  Dale  Owe.v  of  Indiana  :  — 

Dear  Sir  :  In  my  former  letter,  I  asserted,  and  I  think 

proved,  that 

I.  The  established,  express,  une«|uivocnl  dictionary  meaning 
of  Man-ia^'c  is  union  for  h'/r.  AVhetlier  any  rithcr  sort  of 
imion  oi"  mail  and  woman  l»e  or  be  not  more  rational,  more 
benehcent,  more  moml,  more  Christian,  than  this,  it  is  cer- 

•  RomTfasTrilmiMof  ]Uiiehl7,1860. 
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tain  that  this  is  MarrtagSj  and  that  tiuiit  Other  is  some- 
thing eLso. 

II.  That  tliis  is  what  we  who  arc  legally  niarried  — -  at  all 
€vents,  if  married  by  the  ministere  of  any  Chiistiau  denomi- 
nation—  uniformly  covenant  to  do.  I  distinctly  remember 
that  7/11/  luarriai^  covenant  was  "  for  better,  for  worse/'  and 
"until  death  do  part."    I  presume  yours  was  the  same. 

m.  Tliat  .Testis  of  Nazareth,  iu  o})position  to  tlie  ideas  and 
usages  current  in  his  tiine,  alike  among  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
expressly  declared  Adultery  to  be  the  only  valid  reason  £ot 
dissolving  a  marriage. 

rV.  That  the  nature  and  inherent  reason  of  Marriage  in- 
exoi  ahly  demand  that  it  be  indissoluble  except  for  that  one 
crime  which  destroys  its  essential  condition.  In  other  words, 
no  marTi!e_fe  can  be  innocently  dissolved;  but  the  husband  or 
wife  may  Ix;  released  from  the  engagement  upon  proof  of  the 
utter  and  tlagiant  violation  of  its  essential  condition  by  the 
other  part}\ 

And  now,  allow  me  to  say  that  T  do  not  see  that  voiir 
second  letter  siiccessfullv  assails  any  of  these  positions.  Yon 
do  not,  and  cannot,  deny  tliat  our  standard  dictionaries  define 
Marriage  as  T  do,  and  deny  the  name  to  any  temporary  ar- 
rangement ;  ynu  do  not  deny  that  1  Iiave  truly  stated  Ckrist^s 
doctrine  on  the  subject  (whereof  tlie  Cliristian  ceremonial  of 
Marria^'o,  whether  in  tlie  Catlioiic  or  Protestant  Chun  hes,  is 
a  standing  evidence) ;  and  I  am  willing  to  let  your  critii  ism 
on  Christ's  statement  pass  without  comment.  So  witli  remand 
to  Moses  :  I  am  content  to  lenvc  Moses's  law  of  divorce  to  tlie 
brief  but  pungent  commentary  of  Jesus,  and  his  unquestion- 
ably correct  averment  that  "  from  the  be^dnning,  it  was  not  so.* 

But  you  say  tliat,  if  my  position  is  sound,  T  make  "a  sweep- 
ing assertion"  against  the  validity  of  the  marriages  now 
existing  in  Indiana  and  other  divorcing  States.  O  no,  sir! 
Nine  tenths  of  the  people  in  those  States  —  I  tmst,  ninety- 
nine  hundredths  —  were  married  by  Christian  ministers,  under 
the  law  of  Christ.  They  solemnly  covenanted  to  remain 
fiuthfiil  xmial  death,  and  they  aro  fulfiiUiig  that  pEomuei 
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Your  easy-divorce  laws  are  nothing  to  tliPTu  ;  their  conscience 
?Av\  their  Lives  huve  no  part  in  those  Linvs.  Your  State  might 
decree  that  any  couple  may  divorce  themselves  at  pleasurOi 
and  still  those  who  regard  Jesus  as  their  Divine  Master  and 
Teacher,  would  hold  last  to  his  AVoi-d,  and  live  accordipg  to 
%  "  higher  law"  than  that  revised  trnd  relaxed  by  yon. 

T  dissent  entirely  lixiin  your  dictu^  that  tlie  words  of  Je^sus 
relative  to  ^larriage  and  Divorce  may  have  been  intended  to 
have  a  local  luid  temporary  application.  On  the  contraiy,  I 
l>elieve  he,  unlike  Moses,  pmiiiulgated  the  eternal  and  univer- 
sal law,  foundeil,  not  in  accouiiuoduiion  to  special  circum- 
stances, hut  in  tlie  essential  nature  of  God  and  man.  T  admit 
that  he  may  sometimes  liave  witldield  the  truth  that  im 
deemed  Ids  auditors  unable  t-o  comj)rehend  and  aceejjt,  but  I 
insist  that  wliat  he  did  set  forth  wm  the  absolute,  unchan;_:ing 
fact.  But  I  did  not  cite  him  to  overbear  reason  by  authority, 
but  because  you  referred  first  to  Christianity  and  the  will  of 
God,  and  because  I  believe  what  he  said  respecting  .Marriage 
to  be  the  very  truth.  Can  you  seriously  imagine  tliat  your 
personal  exegesis  on  his  words  should  outweigh  t^e  unifnnq 
tmdition  and  practice  of  all  Christendom  ? 

You  understand,  I  presume,  that  I  hold  to  separations 
**from  bed  and  board  " —  as  the  laws  of  this  State  allow  them 
—  only  in  cases  wliere  the  ]mrty  thus  sepamted  is  in  dai^er 
of  bodily  harm  from  the  llrftcity  of  an  insane,  intemperate^ 
or  otherwise  brataUzed*  infuriated  husband  or  wife.  I  do  aoi 
admit  that  even  soch  peiil  can  release  one  from  the  vow  of 
continence,  which  is  the  vital  condition  of  Marriage.  It  ma^ 
possibly  be  that  tliere  is  "  temptation  "  involved  in  the  posi- 
tion of  one  thus  legally  separated ;  but  I  judge  this  evil  far 
lass  than  that  which  must  result  fjcom  the  easy  dissolution  of 
Marriage. 

For  here  is  the  vital  truth  that  your  theory  overlooks :  The 
Divine  end  of  Maiiiage  is  parentage,  or  the  perpetuatioB  aad 
increase  of  iha  Human  Kace.    To  this  end,  it  is  indispensable 

at  least,  eminentiiy  desirahle — that  each  child  should  en- 
joy  protection,  nuztiu^  sustenanoe^  at  the  hands  of  a  mother 
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not  only,  but  of  a  father  also.  In  other  words,  the  parents 
ehonld  be  so  attached,  so  devoted  to  each  other,  that  they  shall 
be  practically  separable  bat  by  death.  Cieatores  of  api>etite, 
fools  of  temptation,  lovers  of  change,  as  men  ara»  there  is  bufc 
one  talisinazi  potent  to  distiiigmsh  between  genuine  afifoctkm 
and  its  maietrieions  oonnterfeit;  and  that  Is  the  solemn, 
searching  qaestton^  **  Do  yon  know  this  woman  so  thoroughly, 
and  love  her  so  profoundly,  that  you  can  assuredly  promise 
that  you  will  foisake  all  others  and  cleave  to  her  only  until 
death  V*  If  you  can,  your  union  is  one  tliat  God  has  hal- 
lowed, and  mriTi  may  honor  and  approve;  but^  if  not,  wait  till 
you  can  thus  pledge  yourself  to  soma  one  irrevocaMy,  invok- 
ing heaven  and  earth  to  witness  your  truth.  If  you  rush 
into  a  union  with  one  whom  you  do  not  thus  know  and  love^ 
and  who  does  not  thus  know  iti  I  love  you,  yours  h  the  crime, 
the  diame ;  youis  be  the  li£&-loiig  penalty.  I  do  not  think, 
as  men  and  women  actually  are,  this  Inw  can  be  improved; 
when  we  xeach  the  spudt-woild,  I  piesume  ire  shall  £nd  a 
Divine  law  adapted  to  its  teqniiements,  and  to  our  mooal 
€onditi<m.  Hero,  I  am  satisfied  with  that  set  fovtli  by  Jesos 
ChiisL  And,  while  I  admit  that  individual  cases  of  hardship 
azise  under  this  law,  I  hold  that  there  is  seldom  an  unlia^y 
maniage  that  was  not  originally  an  unworUiy  one, — lias^ 
and  heedless,  if  not  positively  vicious.  And,  if  people  wUl 
tnmsgiesSi  God  can  soaicely  save  them  from  consequent  suf* 
flaring;  and  I  do  not  think  you  or  I  can. 

Toms, 

HORAiGB  GBBBLKT. 

Vnr  ToBX,  Maidi  11, 1800. 


A  COllUECTION.* 

lb  THi  EoitOB  ov  Thb  K.  T.  TannnrB :  — 

Sir:  Tour  paper  of  yesteiday,  12th  inst,  contains  a  letter 
bearing  the  signature  of  Bobert  Dale  Owen.  After  eulqgisiBg 

*  SVoa  The  Txibune  of  March  12,  1860. 
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the  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament,  which  is  ceiried  out  in 
the  kw  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  which  only  peimits 
divoKce  in  case  of  adnltety,  the  writer  fidlB  fool  of  that  ^aemi- 
barbaarona"  people,  the  Jews,  and  their  legialator,  Moses, 
wiiose  law  of  divorce  Mr.  R  D.  Owen  pfofesses  to  quote  ver- 
hatim  bam  Denteronomy  zziv.  1 :  "  When  a  man  hath  taken 
a  wife  and  mairied  her,  and  it  eome  to  pass  that  she  find  no 
&vor  in  his  ejes,  then  let  him  write  her  a  bill  of  divoroement 
and  give  it  in  her  hand,  and  send  her  oat  of  his  house." 
Now,  I  would  respectfully  ask  of  Mr.  R  D.  Owen,  how  is  it, 
that^  in  transcribing  these  woxds  out  of  the  Bible,  he  has  left 
out  and  altogether  omitted  Ae  words  because  he  hath  found 
some  nncleanness  in  her,"  which  form  an  integml  part  of 
the  tot  verse  in  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  Deuteronomy, 
after  the  sentence,  *'find  no  favorin  his  ^yes,"  and  before  the 
sentence, "  then  let  him  write,"  &c. 

These  words  omitted  by  Mr.  R  B.  Owen  fonn  the  gist  of 
the  whole  law  on  Divorce.  Por  the  Hebrew  word  ervah, 
which  the  EngUsh  veni<m  here  rendera  ''undeanhess,'*  is 
throughout  sacrsd  Scriptme  invariably  used  to  ei^ness  illiott 
sexual  interoomse.  Vide  Leviticos  zviii,  where  the  word 
ocema  several  times,  and  is  rendered  **  nakedness." 

Into  the  argument  on  Divorce  it  is  not  my  intention  to  en- 
ter; and,  as  it  is  not  parHamentaiy  to  impute  motives,!  must 
not  say  that  Mr.  R  Owen  intentionally  mutilated  the  text  he 
quotes,  leaving  oat  woxds  whi«sh  fully  prove  that  this  Word 
of  God,  through  Moses  His  servsnt,  so  cavali^ly,  not  to  say 
un&irly,  treated  by  Mr.  R  D.  Owen,  is  identical  wi<h  the 
law  of  our  State,  whichhe  praises  as  derived  ftom  the  New 
Testament  But  I  shooM  like  to  know,  and  I  ask  yoo^  Mr. 
Editor,  what  degree  of  confidence  and  considesatum  can  be 
dne  to  the  assertions  and  opinions  of  a  disputant  who,  pro- 
fessing to  quote  vofitaim  ftom  a.  book  so  well  known  as  the 
Bible,  "somehow"  contrives  to  omit  the  {oth  and  manow 
of  a  law  against  iriiich  he  directs  his  assault  ? 

YouiSi, 

A  Smp-Bakbabodb  Babbl 
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To  "A  Skmi-Barbarouh  Raijui"  :  — 

Siii:  I  oiiiittcil  the  words  iu  the  text  from  Denteronomy, 
to  which  in  to-day's  Tril»ime  yon  refer,  mteiitiuually.  If 
they  were  at  all  essential  to  the  true  imderstanding  of  the 
text,  you  are  right  in  taking  nu?  sevei-ely  to  ta-sk  for  their 
omission.  A  man  wlio  would  gailJe  a  i|uotatir)n  from  any 
book  to  suit  his  puipofiQ  ou^t  to  lotfoit  all  daim  to  pukiliii 
confidence. 

I  omitted  them  from  what  you  may  term  a  weakness,  or 
may  pronounce  to  be  mere  fastidiousness,  ^fy  studies  never 
having  gone  beyond  Greek,  the  Old  Testament^  in  its  original 
tongue,  is  a  sealed  book  to  me.  The  expression,  "  because  he 
hath  found  some  uncleanness  in  her,"  conveyed  to  my  mind 
no  idea  except  as  a  phrase,  couched  in  tenns  less  veiled  than 
modem  usage  is  wont  to  employ,  to  mean  disgust  produced 
by  some  personal  habit  cwc  idiosyncrasy.  If  in  this  I  was  not 
mistaken,  the  words  are  clearly  non-^ential ;  and  I  might 
ipunooently  consult  my  feaUoga  by  nimittii^  them  in  tha 
oolomns  of  a  daily  paper. 

Bat  i(  as  you  assert,  the  HebieiriiroKd  randaied  "  muslaaii- 
ness  means  "  adnltoiy/'  tlie  omMgjon  was  »  fpm  ciu^  ewa 
if  not  wilfully  committed. 

J)o€8  it  mean  adidtery  ?  If,  without  ptesumption,  one  wbo 
has  never  cultivated  those  roots  of  which  that  impudent  fellow 
who  indited  Hudibias  declared  that  they  "flourish  most  on 
barren  ground  "  may  raitiure  to  aigue  the  point  with  a  Babbi» 
I  ask  lea\  e  to  take  issue  as  to  this  interpretation.  The  VBOoh 
ject,  indeed,  ia  a  disagreeable  one ;  but,  in  self-defence,  I  can- 
not now  choose  but  follow  wliither  you  lead;  namely,  to  the 
obapter  oited  by  you,  Leviticus  xviii,  where,  as  yon  infoim 
the  same  word  rendered  "  unclean  miss"  in  Deuteronomy 
occurs  several  times,  and  ia  twaslated  "nakedness."  Thi 
fint  veiae  in  which  this  happens  leads  thus:  "  The  nakedness 

*  Iten      TUboae  of  Mwoh  l?p  laso. 
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of  thy  father  and  ths  nakfldneBS  of  thy  mother  thou  shalt.not 
ToncoTor/'  If,  as  you  allege,  the  word  ervah,  here  translated 
"nakedness,"  is  "throughout  Sacred  Scriptaze  invar  la  My  used 
to  express  illicit  sexual  intercourse,"  or,  as  in  a  wife's  case  it 
wookL  be»  adultery;  if  in  the  above  text  we  suibstttate 
the  one  word  for  thie  uiher  (as,  if  you  are  lights  we  may 
proper*^  do),  we  eiiall  have  a  text  whioh  yon  may  compre- 
hend, but  which,  to  my  obtoser  pmseptionB»  becomes  wholly 
imintelligible. 

I,  in  wliat  yoor  learning  may  set  down  as  my  simpliciiy, 
have  always  interpreted  the  text  in  question  as  referring  to 
that  offence  which  Shem  and  Japheth  avoided,  and  for  which 
Ganaan  (Qenesis  ix.  25)  was  cursed. 
/  The  word  ''undeanness"  does,  Indeed,  in  another  text 

(Nmnbera  v.  19)»  mean  adoltery ;  but,  to  give  it  that  meanings 
other  defining  words  are  eacpressly  added.  The  priest^in  thai 
text^  thos  addresses  the  woman  sospected  of  infideUly,  "If  no 
man  have  lain  with  thee,  and  if  thou  hast  not  gone  aside  to 
imdeanness  wUk  moGurinsUad  qfihyhwibaiid,\ie  tbm  free,** 
fto.  Even  in  this  text^  however,  if  we  were  to  attempt  to 
snbstttnte  "  adnlteiy  "  for  "  nndeanness,"  we  should  not  only 
have  flagmnt  tautology,  but  a  phrase  that  wonld  seem  to 
fitvor  tJie  idea  that  a  wife  might  commit  adnlteiy  with  her 
hnsband  as  well  as  with  other  men ;  a  thing,  I  mnst  confess 
I  never  before  heard  ol 

Bnt»  independently  of  sH  this,  the  veiy  words  of  the 
text  seem  to  piednde  yoor  leading.  Those  words  are: 
"If  it  come  to  pass  that  she  (the  wife)  find  no  fkvor 
in  his  eyes  because  of  some  nncleanness,**  itc  Now,  a 
wife  may  be  said  to  "find  no  fovor"  in  a  husband's  eyes, 
if  her  person  or  her  character  become  disagreeable  to  him ; 
bat  who  would  ever  select  such  a  phrase  for  a  graver  occa- 
sion ?  What  would  jou  think  of  saying, "  Mrs.  Smith  found 
no  fiftvor  in  Mr.  Smith's  eyes,  because  of  some  acts  of  adul* 
tery"? 

]B*inalIy,  a  difficiil  y  remains  which,  in  my  eyes,  as  in  the 
eyes  of  aU  Christiana  it  must  be^  is  insuperable ;  though  "A 
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Semi- Barbarous  Eabbi,"  perhaps^  may  get  over  ik  Jtsm  did 
not  iiilcrptrt  thr  tr.rt  as  you  do. 

Your  assertion  is,  that  Moses*  law  "  is  identical  with,  the 
law  of  your  State  "  (New  York) ;  tliat  is  to  say,  that  it  allowed 
Tlivorce  for  no  other  cause  except  adultery.  If  that  was  so, 
why,  1  pray  you,  did  Jesus  say :  *'  Moses,  beoAUfle  of  the 
hardness  of  your  hearts,  suffered  you  to  put  away  ycwir 
wives"?  And  why  did  he  add :  "But  in  the  Ix-.nTinii^  it 
was  not  so ;  and  I  say  unto  you  :  Whosoever  shall  put  awi^ 
his  wife,  except  it  be  for  fornication,  and  shall  marry  anothflr, 
conimittcth  adultery  "  ?  You  make  Moses*  law  and  Jesns*  hew 
idaatical  Yet  here  we  find  Jesus  discarding  tho  one  as  a 
penniflsion  granted  only  because  of  the  old  HebiewB^  hard 
hearts,  and  substituting  the  other.  But  was  there  nothing  t© 
discard  I  Were  the  law  discard) d  and  tbe  substitute  inenl- 
Gated  one  and  the  same  ?  Tliat,  as  exery  leosonable  man 
must  see,  is  a  sheer  impossibility.  For  we  cannot  imagine 
Jesus*  words  to  be  meaningleeB,  nor  oonchidG  that  he  wsf 
trifling  with  his  audience,  and  recommending^  &a  Uieir  adop- 
tion, the  self-same  thing  he  condemned. 

We  know,  as  well  as  we  can  know  any  historical  fact,  that^ 
•i  the  time  when  we  are  told  that  Jesus  declared  adnltery  ie 
be  the  only  valid  cause  for  divorce,  that  declaration  was»  as 
^Ir.  Greeley,  in  his  hu't  letter,  reminds  us»  "  in  opposition  ts 
the  laws  and  usages  alike  among  Jews  and  Gentiles," 

I  am  not  well  informed  as  tohow&r  riab])is  usuallv  rQgsxd 
the  woi-ds  or  the  opinions  of  Jesus  as  authoritative,  for  nqr* 
self,  if  I  am  in  error,  —  if  the  ancient  Jews,  as  you  allege^ 
were  not  permitted  to  divovce  their  wives  "exo^t  it  be  for 
fomication,"  and  if,  in  oonseqnenoe,  there  was,  in  Christ's  day, 
nothing  to  tefonn  in  the  Jewish  divcnce  law, — it  is  enoo^ 
for  me  to  know  that^  in  adheni^  (as,  after  a  caieCul  snrv^  of 
the  whole  ground,  I  do)  to  the  opposite  opinion,  I  am  bai 
adopting  the  views  and  sharing  the  interpretation  put  forth 
hy  the  Author  of  the  Christian  religion. 

BoBRT  Daub  Owbr. 

Haw  ToBK,  Sitnnh^,  Mvch  17,  ISM. 
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GomcBiVT  BY  Mb.  Gbbblet. 

All  this  strikes  us  as  very  absnrd,  ami  based  on  an  unao- 
cmintable  lack  of  perc«'i>tion.  The  iuiidameiital  idea  of  the 
[Nfosaic  law  is  personal  uud  perfect  jrnrify.  Moses,  therefore, 
permitted  the  husband  who  had  Iteen  deceived  :x.s  to  the  chas- 
tity, prior  to  marriage,  of  his  wile,  to  ]>ut  lier  away.  This 
Jesus  disall<»wfM|,  as  a  temporary  or  loeal  ])erniission,  based  on 
grounds  peeuiiar  to  tlie  IK-brew  economy,  reestablishing;  in 
it.s  stead  the  law  as  it  was  "  from  the  bejrinnin;::^;'  that  only 
incontinence,  c^Ur  marriage  can  aHord  a  valid  reason,  ior 
divQxee. 


MB.  OWBN  IN  BBSPOirSB.^ 

THE  WOBD  ''£BVAU." 

Uto  TBI  Bditor  op  Thb  N,  T.  TtaBuin : — 

Sib  :  Unwilling  to  lest  nnder  the  imputation  east  on  ma 
\/j  yon  in  to-day's  "  THbune/'  namely,  that  my  Tiews  in  leply 
to  a  "Semi-BMrlwnnia  Babbi"  are  "veiy  absnid,**  and  are 
"baaed  on  an  nnacconntable  lack  of  perception,"  T  have 
looked  a  little  more  closely  into  the  philology  of  the  question, 
and  beg  leave  here  to  present  to  yon  the  result 

Gesoiins,  than  whom,  yon  are  aware,  there  is  no  better  an- 
tiiorify,  in  his  Hebrew  Lexicon,  tianslates  bbvah,  turpUuda, 
fotdUoB;  and  referring  specially  to  the  bill-of-^ivoEcemfiiit 
text  (Denteronpmy  xziv.  1),  he  renders  it  '*Mae^  aliqua  w 
Wttlien  r^Mirta**;  that  is,  ''a  hlemish  (or  spot)  fonnd  in  the 
woman.**  Ton  can  consnH  this  Ijexicon  in  the  Astor  library. 

In  Lnther^s  Translation  of  the  Bi^le  (to  be  found  in  the 
same  library),  at  the  text  above  referred  to,  that  reformer,  in 
explaining  tiie  word^'uncleanness,''  parenthesises  thus:  (vm 
HvjoM  das  xhm  mi^lSUlt,  es  sey  an  ihirem  LeSbe  od^r  OMrdm 
Oder  SiUm,  die  neh  aber  ionti  zd^iff  verkdUt;)  which,  if 
yon  are  fBtmiliar  with  German,  yon  know  to  mean :  ("in  re- 

*  From  The  Tribtme  of  Murdi  24,  1S60. 
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gaid  to  sometSung  which  displeaaes  him,  either  in  her  penon 
or  in  her  demeanor^  or  in  her  conduct,  without  imputatiooy 
however,  on  her  chastily.'')  The  word  zHeJUuf  means  sfcrictfy, 
e^utste,  modest  One  oonld  hardly  find  anything  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  intetpretatiion  than  this. 

Agam^  the  learned  Ewald  (in  his  "Qeschichte  dee  VoUs 
IsiaeV  VoL  IL  of  Anhang,  page  186),  commenting  on  the 
Jewish  hill  of  divorcement^  says :  Und  Bidur  enihidU  em 
mMsr  Brirf  knnm  wUem  Todd  der  Fnm  al$  wSfte  er  em 
Klagebrief  gewesm;  tondem  dimU  der  Frau  eher  aU  em  . 
£eugni8$  daas  Hynr  Wi/tderheiraA  mehtM  m  Wtge  afdbe: 
that  is,  "  And  snch  a  doeoment  certainly  imputed  no  farther 
bUme  to  the  wife  than  if  it  had  been  a  mere  letter  of  com- 
plaint ;  on  the  contiaxy,  it  rather  served  as  a  certificate  in 
her  hands,  in  proof  that  thete  was  no  obstacle  to  a  second 
marriage.'* 

I  think  you  will  no  longer  deny  that,  if  my  views  are 
"  very  absntd/*  they  are  at  least  sustained  by  the  best  He- 
brew Lexicon  of  the  day,  by  a  writer  of  the  highest  anthotity 

on  Hebrew  history,  and,  finally,  that  they  are  indorsed, 

beyonil  all  possible  doubt,  by  the  Great  Reformer  himself. 
These  Iciiriiud  men  must  all  have  shared  my  "  unaccountable 
lack  of  perception.** 

Wlience  you  disinterred  your  idea  that  incontinence  in  the 
wife  prior  to  vun^iage  was  tlio  ^losaic  ground  of  permission 
txi  ])\it  her  away  I  have  no  idea  whatever.  Certainly  not 
from  the  Old  Testament,  so  far  1  am  acquainttMi  with  its 
pap^es.  As  T  read  there,  incontinence  before  niairiaiic,  unless 
disproved  (Ik-uteronoiny  xxii.  20,  21),  was.  acconliii^  to  the 
Mosaic  law,  punishable,  not  by  a  bill  of  divoix;ement,  but  by 
a  cruel  deatlL 

Yours, 

BoBEBT  Dale  Owsn. 

Hbw  York,  Mondajr,  March  19,  1860. 
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ME.  OWEN  &ESUMES.* 

DIVORCE. 

To  THE  Hon.  Horace  Greeley  : — 

MtdkarSib:  You  daixTe  yoor  aigunexiito  i^gpdnst 
'fram  two  flources : 

1.  From  Scriptaie, 

2.  From  the  morality  of  the  case. 

,1.  If  you  regard  the  Old  Testament  as  a  portion  of  tba 
Word  of  God,  y<m  must  admit  that  the  Jewish  bill-of-divorce- 
ment  law  was  framed,  not  by  a  fallible  lawgiver,  but  by  the 
2>Qity  himself  Moaea  being  only  the  mediuni  of  its  promul^ip 
tum. 

If  you  accept  the  authority  of  GeamdoB,  of  Ewald,  and  of 
Lather,  you  must  farther  concede  to  me  that  that  bill-of- 
div<)rcemeiit  law  permitted  a  husband  to  put  away  a  fiuthfnl 
wile  in  any  case  in  which  she  became  personally  disagreeably 
or  in  her  dcfxirtment  obnoxious  to  him,  and  that  he  was  solo 
judge  whether  she  found  favor  in  liis  eyes  or  not. 

These  premisea  conceded,  it  follows,  that,  upwards  of  three 
thousand  years  ago,  God  sanctioned  a  law  which  permitted  a 
husband  to  put  away  his  wife  when  she  displeased  him,  by 
means  of  a  simple  bill  of  divorcement^  drawn  up  by  the  hua* 
bend  himself. 

The  New  Testammt  informs  us,  and  you  remind  us,  that 
Jeans,  fourteen  oenturiea  later,  disallowed  that  law;  But  be 
did  not  condemn  it  aa  a  law  which  ought  never  to  have  ez- 
iated;  he  intimates  that  it  waa  rendered  necessary  by  the 
"  hard  hearts  **  of  those'  for  whose  guidance  it  waa  fiiamed. 

Then  the  law  of  God,  enacted  thirty-two  centuries  ago,  waa 
dadaied  by  Jeana,  eighteen  centuries  ago,  to  be  no  longer 
adapted  to  the  atate  of  human  aociety. 

What  follows  ?  That  there  is  no  positive  good  or  evO, — 
no  abaolute  virtue  or  vice  ?  Far  from  it  There  are  prin- 
ciplea  permanent  aa  the  everlaating  hills,  immutable  aa  the 

*  Aott  TbA  TriboDS  of  Mueb  98,  ISSO> 
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laws  lliat  luilil  the  i»liiiiet4i  to  their  coui"se ;  principlea  that 
depenfl  not  on  tiiucs  ami  seasom,  that  are  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  forever.  Such,  to  select  an  ennnent  exaniph.,  is 
the  derlaiiiti(ui,  "  T/>ve  is  the  fnlfillnig  of  the  law."  It  was 
true  from  the  creation  it  will  be  true  until  time  ahall  be  no 
more. 

But  the  details  of  a  law  are  one  thing,  and  a  ;.^rcat,  eternal 
principle  is  another.  Laws  properly  change  as  the  world 
changes.  But  the  master  principle^  underlying  laws  —  the 
"laws  of  the  law8»"  to  adopt  Bacon's  phiase — endure  while 
tlie  world  lasts. 

Beyond  the  general  rule,  however,  we  have,  in  this  par- 
ticular case,  the  direct  authority  of  Jesus  for  it,  tliat  a  divorce 
law  adapted  to  one  age  may  cease  to  be  suitable  in  another. 

But|  if  the  details  of  a  Udvine  law  three  thousand  years  old 
were  properly  rejected  in  a  lator  stage  of  society,  is  it  not 
certain  that  the  same  tnai/  be  true  in  our  age  of  other  details 
put  forth  by  Jesus  as  suitable  for  tlie  Jews  of  his  day  ?  for 
men  so  low  in  the  <;ncial  scale  that  they  found  in  his  teaoh- 
lugs  nothing  but  blasphemy,  and  rewarded  them  mooldxiigs 
and  scoiugiiigs,  and  a  death  of  torture  on  the  cross  ? 

It  follows,  past  all  denial,  that  while,  as  Christians,  we 
should  be  guided  by  the  great  principles  taught  by  the  xVuthor 
of  our  religion,  we  are  not  bound  by  the  details  of  a  law 
adapted  for  Judea  in  the  days  of  Herod  the  King;  provided 
our  moral  sense,  moulded  and  quickened  by  Christian  study, 
leads  US  to  the  oondnsion  that  we  —  less  haid  of  li^rt  than 
those  who  cried  out, "  Crucify  him  I" — can  hear  other  laws 
and  greater  liberty  than  they. 

And  thu8»  at  last^  we  are  thrown  heok,  for  guidanoe^  to  tiie 
second  source  whence  your  atgnmants  are  derived. 

II.  In  other  words :  What  is  the  true  moxslitj  of  the  case  I 

"  The  DiTioe  end  of  Marrisge,"  you  say, "  is  the  petpetoa- 
taan  and  mcrsase  of  the  human  race." 

Has  civilization,  in  our  day,  reached  no  fWher  than  this  ? 
Do  we  find  in  the  holiest  of  human  relations  no  higher,  notilar 
olgect — no  end  moie  divine — than  the  opsaration  d  that 
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instiiict  (cammaii  to  nan  wiUi  fhe  lowar  laoeB)  ^rtileh  peoples 
the  earth  ?  God  he8»  indeed,  (nduaed  that^  incid^taL  to 
Marriage,  and  inaejawhle  from  it^  shall  be  Itepioduotioii.  If, 
in  any  senaei  it  be  trae  that  thia  is  <4e  divine  end  of  hum^n 
xnaiEiage,  it  must  be  in  the  same  sense  which  applies  when 
the  stag  seeks  his  partner,  or  the  dove  sabmita  to  her  mata 
But,  just  in  proportion  as  man  is  noUer  tlian  the  bird  of  the 
air  or  the  beast  of  the  fields  is  his  marriage  removed  to  infinite 
distance  above  theirsw  Woe  to  that  bride^  standing  in  Iier 
white  robes  befbie  the  altar,  who  is  thought  ot  one  at 
her  side,  only  as  the  foture  bearer  of  his  children  I  Woe  to 
her,  if  she  has  not  chosen  a  spouse  whose  heart  is  swelled 
.with  aspirations  that  overmaster  the  sensual ;  in  whose  soul 
there  bums  not  a  light  pure  enuu^^h  and  bright  enough  to 
quench,  in  such  a  moment  as  that,  tlie  lurid  flames  of  desire  ? 

It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  beneficent  arrangements 
which  mark  the  Divine  economy,  that  an  institution  —  a 
pli\  sical  incident  of  which  is  the  propagation  of  the  race  — 
eliuuld,  in  its  higlier  and  nobler  results,  bo  tlic  means  of  calling 
forth  all  that  is  l)est  and  purcjjt  in  the  inner  nature  of  man; 
love,  in  the  broadest  acceptation  pf  that  much  j)rofaned  word, 
—  love,  that  crujiheii  man's  innate  si  lfishness,  and  teaches 
him  the  great  lesson  that  the  best  happiness  is  to  Ije  found  in 
cares  for  another,  not  in  thoughts  for  himself  ;  love  tliat  is 
heightened,  indeed,  by  the  warmth  of  earthly  emotions,  but 
has  an  existence  ahoN  e  and  apart  from  these ;  to  remain  when 
age  has  queuclied  pjission,  —  to  eudur©  beyond  the  term  gf 
our  present  stage  of  existence. 

In  tlmt  higher  ]^hase  of  wedded  life  which  has  its  origin  in 
sentiments  and  {uspiratiuns  such  as  these,  not  in  the  results  of 
OUT  nature's  h)\ver  instincts,  will  a  cultivated  mind,  in  its 
best  TVKimi'uts,  reco^aiize  "the  Divine  end  of  Marriage."  If, 
some  dav,  released  from  the  ilaily  round  and  deafening  whirl 
of  politics,  VdU  uive  to  your  better  iiistiuuts,  in  <iuiet,  fair 
scope  and  tree  voice,  I  think  they  will  teach  you  this. 

Meanwhile,  we  are  here  at  issue.  Yon  have  one  con- 
ception of  the  Divine       of  Marriage^  I  another.   If  youzs 
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be  the  correct  idea,  then  it  may  be  tiiat  notbing  except  that 
which  casts  doubt  on  the  parentage  of  ofispring  should  be 
valid  cause  for  the  dissolution  of  Marriage.  K,  on  the  con- 
trary, I  have  more  justly  iul^ipi'eted  the  higher  purposes  of 
that  institution,  then  whatever  violates  these  defeats  the 
Divine  end  of  Marriage,  and  supplies  rightful  cause  why  the 
relation,  I'uiliny;  in  its  true  intent,  should  be  discontinued.  It 
is  a  sound  principle  in  jurisprudence,  th;it,  with  tlie  icruiiiia- 
tion  of  the  cause  for  a  law,  llui  law  also  should  cease. 

1  do  n()t  merely  say,  in  cases  where  the  holiest  purposes  for 
which  God  ordained  Marriaffe  are  frustrated,  its  diviuest  ends 
defeated,  and  its  inmost  sanctuar}^  defiled,  by  e\  il  passions, 
that  the  relation,  thus  uuu.i^cd,  //<"//  not  improjjerly  cease  :  I 
say  that,  for  the  sake  of  ^■irtuc  and  for  the  good  of  numkind, 
in  all  such  deniuializinj;  cases,  it  ought  to  tu^ast;.  Household 
strife  16  immorality ;  domestic  hatred  is  immorality  ;  heart- 
less selfishness  is  immorality ;  inhuman  treatment  of  the 
Weak  l»y  the  strong  is  terrible  immorality.  And  that  condi- 
tion of  things,  degenerate  from  a  noble  purpose,  wliicli  fost(TO 
evils  such  as  these,  has  become  itself  immoral  and  demands 
abatement. 

"^Hiy,  in  its  vice-fostering  perversion,  should  a  life  of 
bickering  be  dragged  on,  till  death,  at  last,  ]>rin;^rs  separation 
and  peace?  Tn  the  interests  of  the  childrin,  perhaps  ?  l»ut 
is  that  the  atuKJSpliere  in  wliich  their  youni,'  lives  should  ex- 
pand ?  Or,  is  it  in  order  that  that  inUniLiihle  <^M.»ner,ility 
called  SociElY  may  Tie  in-ojutiatcd  and  a]>})eased  ?  l>:it  liow, 
1  be|.(  of  yon,  can  the  true  interests  of  Society  Ina  subserved 
by  perpetuating^  immorality  amon;^  its  memViers  ?  What  <!ort- 
of  Molot  h  is  tins  Society  that  demands  the  immolation  of  its 
own  oiisprin;iT;  ?  * 

What  further  ohjection  do  you  inteqiose  ?  In  substance, 
this,  —  that  men  and  women  al)out  to  marry,  exercising  de- 
liberation and  discrimination,  ought  never  to  select  ill ;  and 
that,  if  they  do,  "theirs  is  the  crime  and  the  shame»  and 
theirs  should  lie  the  life-long  j)enalty." 

If  a  lawgiver,  diiectly  ox  virtually,  demands  impossibilities* 
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2ii8  laws  will  fiail  of  theb  e&ect.  In  makiiig  his  (lenian<la, 
fiimii  ha  should  have  special  reference  to  the  pcFwers  likely  to 
he  at  the  disposal  of  thoee  of  whom  these  demands  an  made. 
It  avails  nothiiig  to  say  that  a  tiling  ought  to  he«  if,  as  a  gen- 
eral rale,  it  cannot  he. 

But  of  all  le^niiements,  'the  most  arduous — arduous 
even  when  matoie  thought  has  brought  wisdom,  and  when 
age  has  conferred  eii^jeiienoe  —  is  the  decision  whether  a 
being,  loved  now,  is  the  one  of  all  otheis,  infeeilectoally, 
morally,  physically,  to  whom,  in  a  true  home,  we 'can  imput 
pennanent  happiness,  and  from  whom  we  are  capable  of  xe- 
ceiving  it  Mortal  eyes,  even  the  wisest,  never  fully  pene- 
ttato  the  veil  There  may  he  that  beyond  which  no  foresight 
could  anticipate. 

And,  if  such  he  the  case,  with  wisdom  and  experience  to 
guide,  what  shsll  we  expect  fitom  unsuspicious  &ith,  just  en- 
tering a  false  world,  serenely  ignorant  of  its  treacheries,  an 
utter  stranger  to  its  guile  ?  WiU  its  goodness  be  its  protec- 
tion ?  The  reverae.  In  such  a  trial,  it  is  the  noblest  who 
are  the  meet  exposed.  The  better  the  nature,  the  more  im- 
minent the  danger  it  encounters.  The  cold,  the  heartless,  the 
ca1culating»  h^ye  har  chance  of  escape;  it  is  the  warm,  the 
trusting,  the  generous,  who  are  the  usual  sufferers.  What 
belief  so  blind  as  that  of  fiist,  pure,  young  affection  ?  What 
so  easily  cheated  as  a  fresh  and  fhithftd  and  innocent  heart  ? 

And  by  what  right,  according  to  what  principle,  I  pray  you, 
do  we  decide  that  there  is  one  mistake  that  is  never  to  be  cor- 
rected ;  one  error,  the  most  &tal  of  all,  which,  once  eonuuitted, 
we  shall  never  be  permitted  to  repair  ? 

A  "  life-long  penalty "  yon  would  inflict  And  for  what 
heinous  offence  ?  Say  that  an  honest  mistake  were  a  crime ; 
say  that  a  v^ual  error  were  a  career  of  shame.  Even  then, 
the  sentiment  would  be  Jewish,  not  Christian.  "  An  eye  fbr 
an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,"  was  the  rule  addresaed  to  the 
hard  hearts.  Nowhere,  in  all  Christ's  teachings,  will  you  find 
Ihe  like.  The  sin  of  your  brother,  sinning  seven  times,  yon 
would  not  foigive ;  yet^  as  a  Christian,  you  ought  to  forgive 
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it,  even  to  seventy  times  seventy.  Tlie  entrance  to  the 
father's  house,  yuu  wtjuld  bar  au'^airxt  tlie  retumin!?  prodij^. 
His,  you  would  dec-lan»  to  him,  was  "  the  siu,  ilie  sIuiiul-  "  ; 
his  should  be  "  the  Llc-loii^  fxuialty."  No  rejoiciu:^  that  he 
was  dt'ud  and  is  alive  again ;  no  weeping  joy  that  he  was  loot 
and  is  ffMnid  ! 

IxU.  u.s  viisiiiis.s  abstractions,  and  stand  fa<"c  to  lace  with  the 
realities  of  life.  The  time  may  come  when  men  and  women 
(the  eyesight  of  the  allectiuns  opened)  shall  unfailini^dy  di:^- 
tingnish  and  choose  tlieir  own  appropriate  males.  1  liave 
heiird  enlhusiiust.s  ai^rue  that  it  will ;  and  that  there  is  a  future 
before  mankind,  even  on  earth,  in  whieh  conjugal  sejjaratioa 
and  divorce  will  be  miknown  terms.  God  isend  itl  But, 
meanwhile,  it  is  with  Ihe  })resent,  and  its  erroi-s,  and  its  evils, 
and  its  sullerin^^s,  and  its  temptations  to  siu,  that  we  have  to 
deaL  "^Hiere  we  fail  to  cnre,  it  is  our  duty  to  alleviate.  If 
we  cannot  make  all  the  married  virtuous  and  happy,  let  us 
do  what  we  can,  by  humane  laws  of  prevention,  to  relieve 
from  immoial  Bitaations ;  and  thus  to  diminish  domestie  - 
misery  and  amst  household  vice. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  sir^  for  the  opportuoily  afforded  lo 
diKmas  this  subject^  and  am 

Faithfully  yours, 

BoBKBT  Bali  Owbt. 

Ksw  Youc,  TvMiay,  fiiuch  20,  1860. 


ICR.  0BB!BLSY*a  aSJ0I17DBB.« 

To  BoBXBT  Dalb  Owmr: — 

Dear  Sir  :  As  you  have  intimated  your  willingness  thab 
<nii  diBCussioTi  should  here  close,  I  ^vill  endeavoir  to  introdnos 
BO  new  views  into  this  tetter.  I  vill  simply  sum  np  the  cos^ 
troversy  as  it  stands. 

L  I  have  hitherto  ahown,  and  y«m  have  not  attempted  to 
•  Aina  TIm  Tribuiio  of  April  7, 1660. 
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disptQi7%  that  Marriage  is,  according  to  every  sta&dard  dk^ 
tioiiary,  a  union  for  life,  indissolable  at  the  pleasaire  of  Unite 
married,  or  either  of  tliem.  I  have  inalsted  that  yuu  luive  no 
sight  to  use  this  important  word  in  a  Yitallj  different  seme 
from  tliat  given  to  it  by  the  great  lexicognq^hen.  What  yoa 
favor  may  be  ever  to  much  better  than  Marriage  (thoi^k  I 
believe  it  far  otherwise),  but  it  is  manifestly  not  the  same 
thing,  and  you  ought  to  give  it  a  distinctive  name.  When  I 
am  told  that  two  persons  are  manied,  T  understand  that  they 
have  covenanted  to  live  together  as  husband  and  wife,  not 
doling  pleasuxe,  but  duiing  life.  The  dictionane8»  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  the  general  consent  of  my  countrymen  and  of 
the  civUized  world,  folly  justify  me  in  that  oonoeption. 
When,  theiefoie,  yoa  apply  the  tern  Marriage  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent compact^  you  not  merely  use  wczds  ni^ustifiably,  but 
you  virtually  oooifess  the  badness  of  your  cause.  The  trades- 
man who  counterfeits  anothef a  trade-marks  virtual^  con- 
liBeses  the  infenocify  of  his  own  wares.  I  protest^  then,  against 
-  your  QBing  the  wend  Marriage  to  designate  any  other  unioii 
than  one  for  life.  If  A  and  B  have  agreed,  with  ever  so 
much  ceremony,  to  live  as  man  and  wife  until  one  or  both  of 
them  shall  see  fit  to  separate  and  form  new  relations^  they 
may  be  ever  so  wisely  and  rationally  paired,  but  they  are  not 
manoed.  I  made  this  point  as  strong^  before ;  our  readers 
wiU  judge  whether  yoa  have  or  have  not  met  it  At  aU 
events^  I  mind  the  Apostle's  injonction  to  "Hold  fest  the 
form  of  sound  words."  We  who  stand  by  Marriage  as  Jesns 
Christ  established  and  Noah  Webster  defines  it,  have  a  right 
to  the  word  by  which  that  relation  has  ever  been  character- 
ised. What  you  advocate  is  quite  another  thmg, — he 
pleased  to  give  it  a  distingaishing  nama  Then,  if  we  oaU 
oar  compact  by  yoor  name,  the  pablio  will  undeistand  that 
we  admit  your  union  to  be  more  rational,  honoiable,  enno- 
bling, than  oum.  At  aU  events^  we  warn  you  off  our  piemisee^  - 
and  insist  that  you  shall  not  lay  yonr  ^ggs  in  our  nest  If 
you  demand  liberlj  to  form  temporary  unicna^  we  will  con- 
sider that  demand;  but  you  must  not  call  them  manisges; 
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taty  though  the^  may  be  the  same  to  you,  they  are  far  oUier- 
wise  to  us. 

II.  As  to  the  Toli^nmis  or  Christian  view  of  the  subject,  I 
rest  on  the  simple,  exi>lieit  tiverruent  of  Jesiif?  of  Nazareth,  m 
imiversally  understood  aud  leu^arded  bv  tlnj  Christian  Church 
for  eightiien  cenlurics.  We  know  what  Hebrew,  Grei-k,  Ho- 
Tiian  laws  nnd  custtans  i-cjjpectiiig  the  marital  uiiiou  were  in 
Christ's  day;  we  know  that  Jesus  propounded  and  his  disci- 
ples accepted  a  very  difl'erent  law,  —  that  of  Mnriia«_re  indis- 
soluble but  by  death,  or  by  that  crime  wliieh  is  death  to  all 
the  sanctities  of  ^famap^e.  Wc  kn<iw  that  Orthodox  and 
Heretic,  Catholic  aud  Protestant,  literal  and  Ubemi,  with 
barely  exceptions  enough  to  prove  the  rule,  have  understood 
the  Saviour's  doctrine  of  Marriage  throughout  the  Christian 
centuries  as  I  do  to-day.  That  this  Christian  doctrine  of 
Marriage  is  a  chief  reason  for  the  moral,  intellectual,  and 
even  material,  supremacy  of  Europe  over  Asia  in  our  day,  I 
do  most  firmly  believe ;  ymi  will  regard  it  as  you  tliink  fit 
And,  as  to  MoaeB  and  his  law,  with  all  >'ou  have  to  say  of  ~ 
them,  all  the  answer  that  seems  to  me  needed  is  contained  in 
the  few  words  of  Jesns  on  that  very  point :  *•  Moses,  for  tlie 
hardness  ol  your  hearts, '  pennitted  sosy  divoioe ;  but  from 
the  beginning  it  was  not  so." 

III.  I  have  said  that  "the  Divine  end  of  'Nfarriage  is  the 
perpetuation  and  increase  of  the  human  race."  By  that  affir- 
mation  I  abide.  Of  couise,  I  did  not  say  that  Msniage  has 
no  other  end  than  this ;  so  all  your  criticism  seems  to  me 
ludicrously  inapposite.  I  do  not  urge  that^  in  a  trae  sexual 
union,  ever^^thing  else  but  the  production,  nurture,  and  veil- 
being  of  children,  must  be  ignored.  T  do  insist  that  there 
must  be  nothing  incompatible  or  inconsistent  with  this.  If 
lequired  to  say  whether  the  union  of  this  man  witii  this 
woman  is  tme,  noble,  and  honorable,  or  sensual,  selBsh,  and 
debasing,  T  nmst  ask»  **  Would  they  gladly  have  cliildren  Ikmh 
of  it  ?  Would  they  proudly  acknowledge  those  children 
before  the  world,  and  undertake  to  fulfil  toward  them  aU  tbs 
duties  of  paxents  ?**  ' 
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If  not,  their  union,  though  impelled  by  mutual  admiration, 
and  signalized  by  a  lava-flood  of  passion,  is  shameful  and  un- 
blest.  The  sexual  union  which  the  inmiedi^  partias  psefer 
■hould  be  childless  has  no  right  to  be  at  all 

I  was  shocked  when  I  heard  an  apostle  of  your  faith  say, 
aome  years  since,  "  We  hold  that  the  parents  are  not  to  be 
murificcd  to  the  children."  I  hold,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
Irres  of  true  parents  are  filled  with  acts  of  self-aacrifice  for 
tiieir  children,  —  that  their  lives  have  been  well  spent  who 
have  given  to  the  world  offspring  nobler  than  tin  uistdveB. 
^^d,  while  I  udniit  that  the  conduct  of  a  husband  may  be  ao 
aatrageoiu,  so  brutal,  as  to  justify  the  innocent  wife  in 
qniiii^  a  sepaiatioD,  I  insist  that  one  who  truly  compreheods 
the  nature  and  purposes  of  Marriage  will  not  seek  to  many 
another  while  the  father  of  her  children  is  still  living.  I  do 
ZkOfk  tiiink  she  could  look  l^ose  children  in  i\vv  nye  with  all 
a  mother  s  conscious  purity  and  dignity  while  raaiiziiig  that 
their  father  and  her  husband,  both  living,  were  difiereiit  mea. 
*  Kor  do  I  feel  that  she  could  be  to  them  all  that  a  mother 
should  be  under  sucli  conditioiis. 

IV.  The  vice  of  onr  age,  the  main  sonrce  of  its  abenatioii% 
is  a  morbid  £<gotism,  which  oveirides  the  giavest  social  neces- 
sities  in  its  mad  pursuit  of  individual,  personal  ends.  Your 
ffing  at  that  "intaoigible  generality  called  Sociktt**  is  direct- 
ly in  point  Yon  m  concerned  chiefly  for  Uiose  who^  having 
mairied  unfortunately,  if  not  vidously,  seek  relief  from  their 
bonds ;  I  am  anxiaas  nther  to  prevent,  or  at  least  to  render 
in^equent,  immoral,  and  unfit  sexual  unions  heiealter.*  The 
miseries  of  the  unfitly  mated  maybe  dqklorable ;  but  to  maka 
divorce  eaay  is  in  effect  to  invite  the  sensual  and  selfish  to 
profone  the  sanctions  of  Marriage  whenever  appetite  and 
temptation  may  prompt  Here  are  a  man  and  a  woman  who 
know  absolutely  nothing  of  each  oUier  but  that  they  are  re- 
dprocally  pleased  with  each  othei^s  appearance,  and  think 
Mairiage  would  conduce  to  their  mutual  enjoyment, — so  they 
Ibnn  a  coonubisl  partnemhip.  Next  year — periiaps  next 
month — they  have  tired  of  each  other,  —  discovered  inoom- 
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patibilities  of  temper,  —  qiiamilled,  —  in  sliorl,  they  liato  each 
other,  as  they  very  well  may  ;  so  tliey  are  divf>r<MHl,  and  ready  to 
marry  again.  Gibbon  intimates  that,  under  the  Kuinan  liher- 
ty  of  Divorce,  by  which  "Rome  was  debauched  and  uitimately 
ruined,  a  woman  had  eiudii  husbands  within  live  years.  Mr. 
Owen,  whenever  you  shall  liave  succeeded  in  appropriating 
our  word  Marria,L,a'  as  a  fi;j;-leaf  fur  this  sort  of  tiling,  you  will 
cause  us  to  in\  ent  or  ajijirojiriate  some  other  term  to  charac- 
terize what  vx  mean  hy  Marriage;  and  then  you  will  very 
soon  drop  your  own  dishonortd  designation  and  come  coveting 
ours  again.  So  please  leave  us  what  belongs  to  Ufi,  and  cboon 
a  new  term  for  ifnur  arrangement  now. 

"  It  is  very  liard,"  said  a  culprit  to  the  judge  who  sentenced 
him,  "  that  1  should  be  so  severely  punished  for  merely  steal- 
ing a  horse."  "Man,"  replied  the  judge,  "you  are  w4  so 
punished  for  merely  stealing  a  horse,  but  timt  horses  may^noi 
he  stolen"  The  distinction  aeems  to  me  clear  and  vital.  The 
wedded  in  soul  may  know  each  other  if  they  will ;  it  is  im- 
poeeible  tliat  others  should  certainly  know  them  To  those 
who  are  thoB  wedded,  the  covenant  to  "take  each  i  tlier  for 
better,  for  woise,"  and  "  to  live  tcgether  tiU  death  do  part^" 
has  no  tenon;  they  enter  npon  it  without  hesitation,  and 
fulfil  its  cooditioDB  withoat  legieL  But  to  the  libeitine»  the 
^gotisty  the  selfish,  sensual  seeker  of  personal  and  present 
enjoyment  at  whatever  cost  to  others,  the  Indissolubility  of 
Marriage  is  an  ofaetaolOi  a  restraint,  a  teaor;  and  God  forhid 
that  it  should  ever  oease  to  be  {  Thousands  would  take  % 
wife  as  readily,  as  thoo^^itlassly,  as  heartiesdjr,  as  th^  don  a 
niBW  coat  or  sport  a  new  cravat,  if  it  wm  understood  that 
ihey  mi_;ht  unmarry  themselves  whenever  satiety,  or  disgust, 
or  mutual  dislike,  should  prompt  to  that  step.  Bui  it  is  not 
so,  Mr.  Owen,  even  in  IncUana.  'Men  and  women  are  mai^ 
lied,  even  in  Indiana^ "  for  better,  for  worse,"  and  nnder  solenm 
covenant  to  "  live  together  till  death  do  pert** ;  and  they  can* 
not  resort  to  Divorce,  even  there,  without  consdoiis  shame  or 
general  reprobation.  That  human  ]aw8  may  be  evei-}^vheiie 
oonformed  to  the  Divine,  and  no  seznal  imion  hallowed  hj 
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Chmch  or  State  but  that  unioai  £ar  life  wbkik  akne  is  tm 
Mazxiage,  ia  tlie  aidant  bqpe  of 

HOBAGB  GSBBLBT. 

Ksw  YouK,  March  31, 1860. 


MB.  OWBN*S  0L0SIN9  AR0U1CBNT.* 

To  IBB  HoK.  HoBAoa  Gbulit  : — 

Mt  dear  Snt:  ImitatiQg  ypnr pteewiticMi,  I ahal]» in  aom**. 
ming  np^  avoid  tbe  intKodmcfeUm  of  new  -viawa ;  I  ahall  alao 
afeady  etricteat  bievity.  Had  joar  ammning  up  fiiziy  jKty- 
aented  tbe  qnaatum  at  iaaock,  liie  pablic  need  not  have  lieen 
troubled  with  mina 

It  ia  a  boaetting  weaknesa  of  omr  natnra  to  imagine  itaeUT 
nnfiolingly  ngbt»  ita  opiniona  InfiiUibly  true,  ita  Tolea  of  addon 
tbe  otdy  morally.  If,  in  a  diacnaaion  of  principlea,  ire  yield 
to  tiua,  the  best  thing  ia  to  doee  it;  becanae,  condnoted  in 
anch  a  apirit^  it  becomes  naeleaa,  or  woiae. 

The  aole  point  of  our  diacnaaion,  and  tbat  which  might 
be  naefoUy,  if  diapaaaionately,  debated,  baa  been  tbia :  Yon 
advocate  a  divosoe  law  with  one  onfy  canae  of  divorce :  I 
think  it  eondndve  to  public  morality  tiiat  anch  a  law  ahoold 
admit  aevend  canaea.  I  took  that  poeitian,  and  I  took  no 
other.  I  indoiaed  the  divorce  law  of  Indiana ;  nothing  mose. 
Bat  how,  in  aumming  up,  do  you  atate  the  caae  ?  la  anb- 
atance^  thna :  Maniage  under  a  single-cauae  divoioe  law,  aa 
in  New  York,  %$  Marriage.  There  ia  no  other  Haniaga 
'What  goes  by  that  name,  under  a  divorce  law  admitting 
aevml  canaea,  aa  in  0(»neetieiit  or  Indiapa,  ia  noi  Blarnage, 
bat  concubinage.  If  thoae  who  are  united  under  such  laws 
call  themselvea  married,  they  ''uae  wovda  unjuatifiably " ; 
they  "virtually  coofeaa  the  badness  of  tiieir  cause" ;  they 
are  as  "tradesmen  who  counterfeit  another^s  tzade-ma:^ " ; 

•  Erom  The  Tiibune  uf  April  21,  I860. 
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tliey  are  countenancing  the  Koman  woman  who  had  "  eight 
husbands  within  five  yeare,"  and  appropriating  Mr.  Gineeley's 
M'urd  Man'iage  "  as  a  fi;j;-leat"  lor  tliis  S()rt  of  thing."  Thej 
must  "choose  a  new  term  tor  their  arrangement."  II«>ra<e 
GreL'lev,  armed  with  Noah  Webster,  dechires  to  tliem,  ilnit 
"they  may  he  ever  so  wiscl}  and  rationally  ]iaiied,  but 
they  are  not  luamed,"  and  he  "protests  against  Uidr  usii^ 
the  word." 

The  Liw  of  Connecticut,  the  law  of  Indiana,  declares,  that 
Marriage,  contracted  under  a  divorce  law  admitting  several 
causes,  and  by  virtue  of  wliich  the  union  mai/,  in  certain 
contingencies,  terminate  before  death,  is  Marriage."  Horace 
Greeley  tells  them  it  is  "  qiute  another  thing."  The  law  of 
Connecticut,  tlie  law  of  Indiana,  provides,  if  a  couple, 
l^^y  divoieud,  contract  a  second  marriage,  such  second 
maniage  is  legal  Horace  Greeley  insists  that  they  "  must 
not  call  that  Mairiage ;  for,  though,  it  may  be  the  same  to 
them,  it  is  £bx  otherwise  to  him." 

Here  is  a  conflict.  The  llevised  Codes  of  Connecticut  and 
Indiana  (and  of  a  dozen  other  Statea  beside)  declaie  cm 
thing;  Horace  Greeley  declares  the  opposite.  The  one  or 
the  other,  it  is  evident,  must  be  grievously  in  enor. 

Popes,  fipom  the  Vatican,  have,  not  unfrequently,  assumed 
the  power,  as  to  certain  laws  enacted  by  duly  constituted 
legal  authority  in  various  Catholic  countries,  by  Papal  Boll 
to  override  and  annul  them.  But  in  our  country  we  con- 
sider the  law  supreme  ;  in  force,  and  to  be  acknowledged  and 
respected,  until  it  l  e  legally  repealed. 

This  is  not  alL  in  your  summing  up,  motives  are  imputed. 
Those  who  enact  or  approve  a  divoroe  law  which  admits  more 
causes  than  one  are  told  that  "  they  are  concerned  chiefly  for 
those  who,  having  married  unfortunately,  if  not  viciously, 
seek  relief" ;  and  that  this  arises  from  a  morbid  egotism,  the 
vise  of  our  age,  which  overrides  the  gxavest  social  necessities 
in  its  mad  puisuit  of  individual,  peisonal  ends." 

Does  it  not  occur  to  you,  when  men  vote  for  or  sane* 
lion  reasonable  divoroe  laws,  they  ma^  do  so  from  a  con* 
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•CMBtiomi  mokm  f  Does  h  not  oqcdt  Io  jon,  tiiafc  -wbrn  an 
opponent  ezpieiMS  the  opiniaB,  in  cbm  irlieie  the  Itbliesl 
pmposfSB  fbr  "which  God  oidttined  Mamago  are  frnstiated, 
and  iiB  inmost  aanctnaiy  defiled  hy  evil  peaaiona^  it  on^l 
fior  the  aake  of  vixtaa  to  oeaae^" — tiiat  he  may  he  ainceie  in 
that  opinion?  Have  yon  foi^potten  that  there  ia  One  onlj 
who  IoqUu  into  the  heart  and  reada  ita  motiyea ;  and  that  no 
human  being  has  a  rights  aetting  himaelf  np  aa  judge  and 
Tukr,  to  uauxp  His  place  ? 

The  atofj  of  the  horse-thief  (told  that  he  was  pumshed  not 
merel  J  for  his  offenoe,  but  *  thai  hone$  may  not  U  Mm 
if  it  has  any  bearing  on  the  subject  at  a31»  has  an  unfiui  one^ 
Hone-stealing  is  acrima  To  take  it  for  granted  that  Diyoroe 
also  ia  one  ia  to  prejudge  the  whole  queatkm  under  diacna- 
aton.  Again ;  if  the  meanrng  be,  that  the  nnhappilj  married 
should  aufier«  not  merely  for  their  nustake,  but  that  diwrtm 
may  nU  he  yranUd,  then  yon  fiiU  into  the  same  error  as  the 
Jewa^  when  they,  sealous  without  hnoidedge  for  their  Sab- 
bath, were  roninded  hy  Jesua,  in  the  spirit  of  the  truest 
philosophy,  that  human  inatitutiona  are  made  for  man,  not 
man  for  human  institutions. 

Others  may  have  argued  that  children  ought  to  be  saori- 
fioed  to  parents.  I  hold,  and  ever  have  held,  that  there  is  no 
duty  more  aacred  than  that  which  we  owe  to  thoee  to  whom 
we  impart  ezistenoe.  It  ia  a  misfortune^  and  a  great  one,  tiut 
a  moth^  idiould  look  her  childien  ia  the  eye,  and  think  iliat 
their  &ther,  then  living,  snd  her  husband,  different  men. 
But  for  greater  ia  the  misfortune  when  she  looks  upon  them 
with  the  bitter  conociousness  that  they  are  daily,  hourly,  Icam- 
iog  to  know  in  their  father  a  sot,  a  bmte,  a  ruffian,  the  dose- 
cmtor  of  the  domestic  sanctuary ;  far  greater  is  the  anguish  to 
feel  that  that  father  never  teaches  them  one  lesson  of  virtue, 
never  gives  them  one  useful  example,  except  it  be  such  as  the 
Helots  furnished  to  the  Spartan  youth ;  a  terrible  beacon, 
"warning  from  the  shame  and  the  folly  of  intemperance. 

If  you  conclude  that  divorce  laws  necessarily  cause  youn^ 
people  Lo  lAiai  iy  as  readUy  and  Lcai  tlt^^ly  as  ihey  duii  a  lre<ili 

SS 
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hat  or  sport  a  new  Ixnmeil;,  you  do  your  fellow-craatmes  gieat 
iigiiBtioe ;  aiid  a  fow  years'  residence  in  Indiana  would  c(hi- 
vinoe  you  of  your  nustake.  You  might  be  reminded  of  what, 
even  at  our  age,  we  ought  not  to  have  foigotteu^^  what  man- 
ner of  thing,  namely,  youthful  affection  is ;  how  undoubtingly 
it  believes,  how  wlioUy  it  trosts ;  how  little  it  calculates  law» 
or  troubles  itself  about  Divorce,  or  dreams  of  anything  exoe{A 
that  it  shall  always  love  as  it  loves  now ;  constancy  a  pleas* 
'  urc  oven  more  than  a  duty,  and  change  an  impossible  desire. 
We  often  err  in  ascribing  to  the  restraining  influence  of 
faulty  laws  that  which  is  due  to  the  faithful  impfolses  of  our 
better  nature. 

You  remind  us,  on  Gibbon's  authority,  that  the  liberty  of 
Divorce  was  grossly  abused  in  debauched  Eome.  I  rt  tuiud 
you  that  the  liberty  of  Bepublicauism  was  tenibly  abused  in 
revidutionaiy  France.  But  it  would  be  a  poor  aigument 
thence  to  conclude,  that,  in  this  country,  we  o^ght  to  forbid 
divorce  and  introduce  a  monatchy. 

The  moral  and  intellectual  supremacy  of  Europe  over  Asia 
you  ascribe  mainly  to  Christian  Maniage.  To  Christian 
Marriage,  as  opposed  to  Polygamy,  it  may  justly  be  thus  as- 
cribed This  opinion  I  myself,  in  a  recent  work,  ezpieesed: 
-  Under  the  system  of  Monogamy  alone  have  man's  physical 
powers  and  moral  attributes  ever  maintained  their  ascendency ; 
while  weakness  and  national  decadence  follow  in  the  train  of 
Polygamy,  whether  openly  carried  out^  as  in  Dcseret  and 
Gonstantinople,  or  secretly  practised,  as  in  London  and  Kew 
York"* 

But  this  has  no  bearing  on  the  Divorce  question.  You 
wlU  not  assert  that  the  morals  were  better  before  l^e  Beform- 
filion,  in  Catholic  countries  refusing  divorce,  than  th^  were 
after  Luther's  time  in  Protestant  countries  permitting  it 

Briefly  summing  up,  I  remind  you: — 

1.  That  I  proved,  and  you  have  not  attempted  to  dispcrove, 
that,  according  to  the  Old  Testament^  God  promulgated,  more 
than  three  tiiousand  years  ago,  a  divorce  law  permitting  a 

*  Footfalls  on  the  Boundary  of  Auuiiier  World,  page  4i. 
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husband  to  put  away  a  wife  wlio  found  no  favor  in  his  eyes ; 
that  that  law  prevailed  ainoiijj;  His  clioseii  people  from  the  lime 
of  Moses  till  long  ni'u-r  -Tosepli  aud  Mary  wore  united  subject 
t4i  its  provisions  ;  and,  consequently,  that  if  ^I:iniage,  deter- 
minable by  Divorce,  be  no  ^Marriage,  there  ^vas  not  a  manicd 
man  or  woman  among  the  Jews  for  fifteen  huudrud  years. 

2.  I  have  shown,  and  you  have  ailmitted,  that  JesuM  dis- 
alloweii  that  law  ;  not  denying  that  it  ^vai?  suitable  at  the  j>eriod 
it  was  given,  yet  declaring  that,  in  his  day,  it  ought  not  to 
prevail,  I  tlituice  deduced  the  inference,  not  assailed  l)y  yon, 
that,  aroordiiig  to  Scripture,  divorce  laws  may  properly  vary 
in  dilTerent  stages  of  civilization. 

3.  1  have  titated,  what  the  best  legal  authority*  indorses, 
that,  of  the  various  kinds  of  Divorce,  none  lias  l>een  found,  in 
practice,  so  immoral  as  that  variety,  unknown  to  our  Indiana 
law,  hut  known  in  New  York  as  "  separation  from  l>od  and 
board  "  You  think  it  "just  right."  Let  the  public  judge  be- 
tween us. 

4.  Kcferring  to  our  modern  state  of  civilization,  T  have 
argurd,  *:}v.it  the  present  age  is  {uvqiared  to  see,  in  the  holiest 
of  human  ndations,  jairposrs  far  higlier,  iuliiiitely  more  worthy 
the  epitliet  divine,  than  the  mere  operation  of  the  instinct 
that  peoples  the  earlh  ;  tliat  Marriage  was  designed  to  be,  and 
should  be,  the  means  of  calling  out  all  that  is  liest  and  pufr'st 
in  the  inner  nature  of  man ;  and  that,  when  ij;  becomes  the 
daily  source  of  anger,  strife,  cnielty,  bnttality,  it  defeats  God's 
purpose,  violates  the  Divine  economy,  becomes  itself  immoral, 
and  ought  to  cease.  You  dissent.  Again  be  the  public  the 
judge  in  the  premises. 

But  if  in  these  I  dissent,  there  are  other  points  as  to  which, 
in  concluding  this  controversy,  I  am  glad  to  agree  with  you. 
I  agree  that  eveiy.State  has  a  direct  interest  in  the  private 
morals  of  its  members.  I  agree  that  whatever  policy  is 
found,  in  the  end,  best  calculated  to  promote  these  morals, 
ought  to  pTevaiL  I  agiee  that  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  of 
oartbly  bleBsingi,  when  a  manied  couple  dweU  together  in 
*  BidMp^  on  Uirngfi  idd  DironMi^  4 
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unity  till  death.  I  agree  that  no  light  or  tiuzisient  c&nm 
shoulil  (lisoulve  the  conjugal  imion.  T  aerrec  that  men  and 
woinrii  oiifrht  Tniitiially  t<>  bear  aii'l  tV)ilK';ir \\iiile  evils  are 
suUl'i-aMe,"  rather  thau  tu  right  tlit'iiist'lves  hy  resort  sej^a- 
ratioii  or  tlivoree.  T  ai^p,  furtlirr,  tliut  a  stat*.^  of  tliin;^ 
which  Iciido  tu  Divuree  is  t<»  1h'  tlrpn-rate*!  aiid  Umuite<l,  and 
that  Divorce  itself  is  a  L^rtive  liiisrnitune.  And  T  Itut  add 
that,  wlit.'ii  a  luiiL,'  train  <>t  nhimes  ami  iniiiit-rdlititsj,  pursuing 
invariaMy  the  same  courst.',  clt-arlv  sIimws  that  a  union  has 
b(!c<Mii«'  df-tnictivt'  of  its  holy  ^nda,  then  it  ou^lit  to  be  a 
ri«^ht,  and  may  becuuju.-  a  thity,  to  select  of  two  evils  tlie  lo^^J^er ; 
to  acquiesce  in  the  lu  ces'^ity  which  indicates  a  sepanitiou, 
and  h  •_;  dlv  to  dissolve  the  bauds  which  connect  the  iii-mated 
BK ml )t.'i s  tM^_'«'ther 

In  t;t.kinL'  leave  of  you,  siiOVr  nie  t<(  correct  an  error  wliich 
cn-pt  into  my  second  Irttrr.  I  there  said  that  there  was  not 
a  State  of  the  Union  without  a  Divorce  law.  I  ought  to  have 
added,  "except  the  State  of  South  Carolina."  Slie  l>''ast.s 
that  "within  her  limits,  a  divorce  has  not  been  i^ranted  since 
the  Revolution."  But  suspend  your  approbation  till  you 
learn,  as  Bishop  will  inform  you,  what  is  the  ennconiitant : 
"Not  only  is  adultery  not  indictable  there  [in  South  Carolina], 
hat  the  Legifllatare  has  found  it  necessary  to  regulate,  by 
statute,  how  laige  a  {Hx>portton  a  manied  man  may  give  of 
M9  pfToperty  to  liis  concubine.*'* 

You  wiU  admit  that  your  system  of  Indissoluble  lyfarriage 
is  dearly  i)aid  for,  under  such  a  state  of  things ;  nor  liave  you 
been  in  the  liabit  of  assestii^  that  the  moials  of  divorce-deny* 
ing  South  Caioliua  are  superior  to  those  cf  Conneclicnt  or 
Indiana. 

I  am,  mj  dear  sir, 

FaithfuUgr  yours, 

BoBEMT  Dale  Own. 

YteiAsaunA,  April  %  ISiO. 

•  Miiiii««««dDivQiM^|S8B. 
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MR.  GREELEY  CLOSES  THE  DISCUSSION 
tb  TBI  fiOH.  BOOSBT  Dau  Ow»  :  — 

Sib:  I  nndantood  from  you  tliat  your  eqnduding  letter 
vmild  be  fJial  to  wMoh  I  last  replied ;  but,  since  joa  have 
deemed  it  neoessaiy  to  wrUe  again,  I  necessarily,  yet  wiUtngly, 
rejoin.  As  befora^  I  siiall  eenfine  mjBsif  atric%  to  the  pointo 
made  in  your  last 

L  Ton  seem  to  complain  tiiat  I  oooaidsr  my  e^e  of  the 
question  at  issue  the  side  of  Morality  and  Bight.  Bat^  if  t 
did  not,  u  h}-  should  I  so  earnestly  uphold  it  f  Do  I  com- 
plain of  your  holding  your  own  side  in  similar  regard  ?  As- 
suredly, I  cannot  change  my  convictions,  and  should  not  be 
required  to  conceal  them.  Indeed,  since  you  admit  that  my 
f  conviction  is  grounded  in  a  "l)esettin<j  weakness  of  our 
nature,"  you  surely  cannf»t  regard  it  with  surprise,  aii}"  more 
than  lean  deem  it  ii  na^uu  for  closing  our  (iiscussiun  ;  though 
I  have  at  all  times  since  you  be<zan  it  been  willing  to  close  it 

II.  You  think  the  dilfcrenee  between  us  to  be  simply  this: 
I  allow  Divorce  for  a  single  cause  (Adultery),  yuu  for  several 
causes;  and  you  would  thus  reduro  it,  from  a  quuiitiuu  of 
principle,  to  one  of  details.  But  v  ui  caiinot  deny  that  my 
one  ground  of  Di\  orre  is  that  expressly  aflinm  d  to  be  Riu',h 
by  Jesus  Christ,  to  tlie  exclusion  and  negaLitni  of  all  others. 
Nor  can  you  fail  to  see  that  if,  as  T  liold,  the  paramount  (not 
si.l.  )  Divine  end  of  Marriage  is  Parentage,  or  the  perpetua- 
tion and  incrcasu,  under  fit  auspices,  of  the  Human  JIaee, 
then  that  crime  which  vitiates  ami  cimruses  ])arentage  may 
lo-^i(  ally  l»e  deemed  the  sole  sullicieut  reason  for  annullinu  a 
marriage.  To  my  mind,  therefore,  our  dill'erence  is  clearly 
and  emphatically  one  of  ]>rin<  ijile.  T  do  not  hold  that  even 
Adultery  justities  the  dissolution  of  a  marriage  so  far  as  the 
culpable  party  is  concerned.  It  simply  authorizes,  but  I'V  no 
meiins  requires,  the  faithful,  exemplary  husband  or  wife  to 
procure  a  legal  adjudictitiun  and  declaration  of  the  fact  that 

•  From  The  Tribmie  of  April  31,  I860. 


Digitized  by  Google 


614 


UI8CBLLANIBS. 


this  marriage  has  —  solely  through  the  infidelity  of  the  adid- 
terer  —  been  dissolved*  so  &r  only  as  it  imposes  duties  or 
oM:  iti  as  on  the  wronged  and  innocent  party. 

III.  As  to  what  constitutes  Marriage,  —  what  ^Iimiage 
—  I  have  quoted  the  standard  lexioQgraphers  of  onr  langiiagQ, 
who  Tinanimoimly  pronounce  it  a  union  and  consecration  of 
one  man  to  one  woman  for  life,  and  deny  the  name  to  all 
other  unions.  Your  quanel  on  this  point  is  not  \^'ith  me, 
but  with  the  dictionaries,  as  well  as  with  the  Chiistuut 
ChurcL  I  have  made  no  new  definitions;  I  have  simpljr 
insisted  that  those  which  have  stood  unchallenged  hitherto 
shall  be  rec<^gnized  and  respected.  Not  by  me  primaiily*  bat 
by  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and,  following  him,  by  Noah  Webster 
and  ]>r.  Worcester,  have  the  definitions  I  rest  on  been  set 
forth.  If  tJ^y  truly  define  the  term,  then  the  mutual  promise 
of  a  man  and  woman  to  live  together  until  one  of  them  shall  « 
have  proved  a  aot»  a  termagant,  a  ruffian,  or  a  beast,  is  imI  • 
matriageL  If  you  insist  that  the  authorities  I  quote  mifltAVe 
or  misstate  iho  true^ meaning  and  force  of  the  term,  'why  do 
you  not  quote  lezicQgrapheis  who  favor  jfour  rendering  ?  la 
it  not  dear  that  you  would  have  done  so,  had  there  been  any? 
And,  if  there  be  none,  how  can  you  complain  of  me  for  inaisU 
ing  that  the  word  Marriage  shall  be  held  to  mean  thal^  and 
that  only,  which  our  standard  dictionaries  say  it  does  mean  ? 

*  rv.  And  this  disposes  of  your  talk  of  "  Horace  Greeley* 
sayiiig  this  or  that,  in  opposition  to  your  views.  If  any  put 
of  what  I  have  urged  rests  on  the  naked  dictum  of  Horaoe 
Greeley,  it  is,  of  course^  of  little  moment;  but,  if  it  is  cor- 
rectly based  on  the  explicit  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ,  on  tiie 
unbroken  tradition  and  nearly  universal  affirmation  of  the 
Christian  Church,  on  the  lessons  of  Profane  History  (see 
Gibbon),  the  definitions  of  standard  lexicographer^  and  the 
concurring  judgment  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  wise  and  good, 
why,  then,  you  see,  the  case  is  bravely  altered,  and  the  fiict 
that  I  reaffirm  what  aU  of  these  have  constantly  asserted, 
does  not  necessarily  render  it  insignificant,  nor  subject  it  to 
ridicule. 
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V.  You  dwell  on  the  fact  that  the  codes  of  Indiana  and  of 
Bomc  other  States  pennit  Divorce  for  other  cause  than  Adul- 
tery, as  though  this  proved  the  people  of  those  States  not 
married,  according  to  my  understanding  of  the  term.  J')Ut  I 
have  already  ur^ed  tlie  fact  tliat,  in  those  States,  as  elsewhere, 
Christian  Marriage  is  umiualitiedly  a  union  for  life,  and  tliat  , 
most  of  those  wlio  marry  there  are  married  hy  clergymen  in 

a  strict  and  o}>en  accordance  with  the  Christian  law.  You 
know,  iiis  Well  as  I  (h>,  that  divorce,  followed  by  another  mar- 
riage, randy  fails  to  cover  with  odium  the  parties  involved 
in  it,  iir  at  least  some  of  theuL  Y<ju  may  not  know,  how- 
ever, as  I  do,  that,  in  repeated  iiistances,  persons  divorced 
under  tlie  State  laws  you  glory  in,  and  otlierwi^e  married, 
have  been  excommunicated  therefor  by  Protestant  churches, 
clerg^Tiieii  being  silenced  for  the  same  cause.  That  no  Cath- 
olic would  even  dream  of  contrnr'ting  such  second  maiTiage, 
no  ntatter  in  what  State  or  under  w  iiatever  permission  of  the 
secular  authority,  you,  of  course,  fully  understand.  1  must 
protest,  then,  against  your  inference,  from  the  fact  that  the 
lawd  of  certain  Stated  allow  Divorce  on  various  grounds,  that 
their  ]tei)|»le  are  in  verity  generally  educated  and  married, 
and  afterward  live,  undor  the  law  as  you  would  have  it. 
Tlie  "higher  law"  is  their  safegnarrl. 

VI.  I  am  surprised  that  you  could  so  mistake  my  a])plica- 
tion  of  the  judge's  remark,  that  he  punished  the  horse-thief, 
"not  fur  stealing  a  horse,  hut  that  horses  may  not  lie  stolen." 

My  iflea  was,  and  is,  that  Marriage  is  ri;j;ht  fully  niade  in- 
dissoluble, in  order  that  unfit  and  unreal  marriages  may  not 
he  ( ontracted.  Say  that  a  legal  marriage  may  l)e  imUified 
rnt  rely  because  the  parties  tind  or  fancy  themseh  es  unsuited 
to  each  other,  or  unhappy  in  their  union,  and  1  defy  yow  to 
giianl  against  Ro-called  marriages  whereof  t!)o  imj>ulsc  is  mere 
appetite  or  worldly  convenience.  Such  unions,  in  fact,  are 
made,  and  will  l)e  made,  under  whatever  laws.  But  tens  of 
thousands  of  libertines,  lechers,  egotists,  who  w^juld  take  a 
new  wife  at  least  every  Christmas,  if  they  could  legally  and  i 
reputably  rid  themselves  in  season  of  the  old  one,  are  appalled 
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and  drlem-d  1»y  t]ie  stpm  exaction  of  a  solemn  ])roTnisc  to 
fulfil  all  llie  oltligatious  of  husluuid  and  wife  "till  death  do 
paj't."  We  rannot,  pveii  thus,  be  sum  that  all  marital  unions 
will  hti  t:^  nuiiie  marriai^es  ;  but  I  know  uo  other  touchstone 
which  that  "  intani^ilile  soQieUuiig  called  Society"  can  apply 
•  hall'  so  seaichinij:  as  this. 

VTI.  As  to  whatever  discrepancy  mny  exist  Itetwtjeii  tlie 
teachint»H  of  M(ws  and  of  Jesus  respective  ly.reijarding  Divorce, 
they  present  no  dilUc  ulty  to  my  mind.  I  hold  tli?  law  of 
Moses  (not  the  T)eralogue,  which  says  nothing  of  Divorce)  to 
have  been  Ix.al  and  tempomrs''  in  its  ai>j>]icatii)n  ;  wliile  tliat 
ot  Jesus  is  permaueiit  and  univeisaL  Hence  mj  adhesion  to 
the  iatu^r. 

VTTT.  The  vital  dilference  Ix'twceu  us  seems  to  me  to  luiiire 
just  here :  Vou  regard  j>rimariiy  those  who  have  made  talse 
jnaniages,  —  who  Imw  wedded  hastily,  giddily,  carnally,  \t.- 
ciously,  —  and  seek  to  relieve  them  from  tlie  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  their  errors.  I,  on  the  other  hand,  am  more  intent 
on  dissuading  and  deterring  others  from  following  their  bad 
example,  and  so  plunging,  like  Dives,  "  into  this  torment." 
If  you  could  unmarn'  every  discordant  pair  to-morrow,  and 
should  thereby  teach  tiie  yet  single  that  they  might  marry  in 
haste  and  get  divorced  at  leisure,  you  would  not  diminish, 
bai  greatly  incftease,  the  aggregate  of  human  M-oe ;  wliile,  if  I 
oould  convince  the  giddy  millions  of  heedleas  youth  that  Mar- 
riage is  tlie  most  important^  aerious,  solemn  incidifnt  of  their 
lives,  and  that  whoever  contracts  it  on  the  strength  of  pleas- 
ing features  and  a  aix-weeks'  acquaintance  commits  a  crime 
which  will  assnredly  and  fearfully  punish  its  perpeti  atore,  I 
should  do  mankind  the  greatest  sen  ice,  even  though  I  should 
thereby  render  it  certain  that  no  divCrroe  J>e  evermore  granted. 
Believing  that  unhni  py  unions  were  mainly,  in  their  outset^ 
imworthy  ones,  and  that  none  who  marry  truly  and  nobly 
ever  need  seek  or  wish  for  Divorce,  I  must  cent  inue  to  uphold 
the  law  given  tiurough  the  words  of  Jesus  of  Na/areth,  whirh, 
I  am  happy  to  know,  is  substantially  identical  witli  tlie  law 
of  Kew  York.  The  Puritan  puxneen  of  Kew  Kngland,  it  ia 
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•  jocnlftdy  said,  res^^lvcd  to  take  the  law  of  Ood  for  Uieir  guid- 
ance until  they  should  find  time  to  make  a  better.  Lacking 
lU^  merely  the  leisure  to  frame  such  better  law,  but  the  fiedth 
to  anticipate  or  seek  it,  I  propn<!p  to  hold  by  what  I  clearly, 
undofabtin^y^  arcord  with  ChnsteudDin  in  iindtrstanding  to 
be  the  Law  of  Marriage  as  enunciated  by  Him  who  spake 
as  never  man  spake."  In  the  hope  that  farther  reflection  and 
observation  may  bring  yoa  to  a  xealioQg  sense  of  its  wisdom 
and  benignity^ 

I  lemaan^  youEB^ 

HOBAOB  GbSBLKY. 


KOTS. 

UiDlASA  DIYOSCB  LAW,  AS  IN  FORCE  MAECH  1,  ISMk 
{Rgmttd aUMrnif  tnHema,  TttL  11. pp^ SSIto Uf.) 

$  6.  DiTorcrs  may  be  deaiwd  hj  the  C  ircuit  Courts  of  this 
State  on  petition  filed  by  any  person  who,  at  the  time  of  the  iiHng 

of  such  petition,  Bholl  have  bocn  a  bona  fide  resident  of  the  Stiito 
ono  ^vo.ir  previous  to  the  filiii;:  of  the  same,  and  a  resident  of  tho 
county  ;it  tlio  time  of  tiie  tihttix  of  such  petition,  which  bono  fide 
re^iideuoe  ^ihall  be  (inly  proven  )iy  such  potitioaer  to  the  fml^i^ffVft- 
tion  of  the  Court  trying  the  same. 

§  7.  Divorces  shall  he  decrood,  upon  the  applianfeioii  of  the  in- 
jured party,  for  the  following  causes:  — 

1.  Adultery,  except  as  hereinafter  provided.  ' 

2.  Impotency. 

3.  Ahnndonmcnt  for  one  year. 

4.  Cruel  treat mejit  <if  either  pai-ty  by  the  other. 

5.  Habitual  druukeiiues^  of  ciriicr  |>arty,  or  tho  fkiluie  of  the 
husband  to  make  reasonable  provi.sii.n  tbr  his  family. 

6.  The  conviction,  subsequent  to  the  marriage,  in  any  country, 
of  either  party  of  an  infamous  criuie. 

7.  Antf  other  cause  fur  wliich  the  Couit  tihall  deem  it  projjer  that 
a  divorce  should  be  gnuited. 


Digitized  by  Go  -^v^i'- 


618 


MLSCELLANIB& 


§  8.  DiTorces  shall  not  be  granted  for  adultexj  in  any  of  the 
following  cuiica :  — 

1.  When  the  oflfcnce  has  been  committed  with  the  ooimivance  of 
the  party  saiking  tho  divorce. 

2.  Wlken  the  party  seeking  the  diToroe  bsB  Ttduntarilj  cohab- 
ited with  tbe  other,  with  knowledge  of  the  &ct;  or  has  fiuled  to 
fllo  his  or  her  petitkm  ftr  two  yean  after  he  <irihe  had  dieoovend 
the  eame; 

S.  When  the  party  looking  the  dlYoioe  has  ahK>  been  goiUy  of 
•doheiy,  nnder  subh  eirBonutaiioes  aa  wodd  hftve  entitled  the 
oppoatte  party,  if  innooent,  to  a  dimoOi 

§  21,  The  Court,  in  decreeii^^  a  divetoe^  shall  make  proviiuoik 
for  the  guardianship,  custody,  suppott^  and  education,  of  the  minor 
children  of  sachmaniaga 

•  ••••• 

§  23.  The  divorce  of  one  par^  ehall  fully  diaaolTe  the  marriage 
oontract  as  to  both. 

{  24.  A  divoroe  decreed  in  any  other  State  by  a  oonrt  haYii^  - 
jmiadiotion  thereof  ahaH  ha?e  full  effect  in  thie  State. 

I  27.  Wherever  a  petition  for  divoTDe  remains  undefended^  it 
ahidl  be  the  duty  of  the  proeeouting  atton^y  to  appear  and  reaaat 
BQoh  petition. 

(The  other  Bcctions  refer  to  modes  of  procedure,  le^timacy, 
property  nghta,  etc.  The  Indiana  law  does  not  permit  hmited 
divorce.) 
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Aboiitionistt,  or^nizntion  of,  Sfi^ 
Agricullure^  the  science  of,  SQfi. 
Aike:«,  Wilmam ,  of  South  Caroliiu,  for 

Speaker,  351. 
Alpt,  tnivciA  among,  8M>  220. 
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^»i/i-A'f6ra<i:a,  Hi- 
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Sinking  Sustem,  tne  Free,  12&. 
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846, 347 ;  elected,  861;  his  character  a« 

Speaker.  252. 
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Bakkeu,  James  W.,  820. 
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BATEit,  Kl>\VARi>,  247;  sketch  of^  389; 

snegosted  for  President, 
Bedfoid  (N.  //.),  46,  48j  60i  people,  51. 
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of^  198;  my  ex|)«rie!»ce  with,  Iflfi. 
Bell,  Joii.v,  for  Vre.'<ident,  flilL 
BrxEnicT,  Lewis,  124. 
Bkm.nrtt,  James  Gokdox,  123. 
BenniugtoH,  Battle  of,  3L. 
Bexton,  Coix  Thomas  H.,  his  Mileage 

record,  21fl. 
Big  Trees,  the,  of  Mariposas.  332. 
B'Uliardt,  Backgammon,  Bowiitig,  US. 
BiKD,  \ViLLL\M,  anecdote  of,  alL 
BIR.XET,  James  O.,  166.  iflfl- 
Blair,  Kra.nclh  p..  Sr.,  858,  407. 
BojwAXOE,  M.  Hector,  338. 
BoTTs,  JtMiN  Mi.vuR,  in  Congress,  227. 
BRAtio,  Gen.,  411- 

BRECKINRIIHiE,  JoHX  C,  863.  864. 

Bklhkane,  Aliiert,  first  acquaintance 
with,  146j  writes  for  The  New-Yorker, 
146;  iii*  plan  of  Social  Reform,  lifi. 

Bronson,  G.  C,  vote  for  Governor,  315. 

BR«v>K!t,  Jamej*,  up  for  Congress,  216. 

Bkice,  Georgk,  type-founder,  a2» 

Bryant,  William"  Citllen,  laa. 

BucHANAX,  .James,  proposed  for  Presi- 
dent in  1844,  lOOj  nominated, 853i elect- 
ed, 354;  hin  KunHaH  policy,  356;  his 
chararfcr,  859;  bis  death,  i&9» 

Buena  KiVa,  Battle  of,  209. 

Bmker  UiU,  Battle  of,  2^^ 


Butler,  A.  P.,  on  Compromise,  255. 
BiTTLER,  Gen.  Willl^m  O.,  214. 
Calhoun,  John  C.,  107;  character  of^ 

251;  anecdote  of,  252;  death  of,  262. 
Caii/omia,  visit  to,  860;  travels  in,  880; 

climate  of,  380;  trees,  3S0;  minerals, 

884;  soil,  386;  water  faciliti&s  886; 

agriculture,  886;  rainy  scaAons,  387; 

timber,  887;  railroad  facilities,  887; 

a  prediction,  SM. 
Cnlifomia,  Upper,  ceded  to  U.  States,  210. 
Cambhelknu,  Hon.  C.  C,  2h1. 
Cameron,  Gen.  Simon,  3M. 
Campbell,  Hon.  Lewis  D.,  24fi. 
Camp  Floyd,  a  visit  to,  314. 
Canning,  Lord,  his  character,  2Z&. 
Cards,  lia. 

Cass,  Gen.  Lewis,  defeated  in  1844, 160; 

nominate^l  in  1848,  21iL:  defeated,  218. 
Cerro  Gordo,  Battle  of,  208. 
Chandler,  Gen.  Adonirax,  12&. 
CiiANNiNu,  Rev.  William  H.,  account 

of  Margaret  Fuller,  112. 
Qiappnqua,  2IiZ. 

Chase,  Hon.  Salmon  P.,  against  Com- 
promise, 258;  at  Chicago  in  1660,  89L 
ChepuUrpec,  Battle  of,  211L 
Chicago  twenty  years  ago,  24fi. 
Church,  Sask<»rd  E.,  212. 
Chumbujtcn,  Battle  of.  21iL 
CuvRK,  Rev.  Matthew.  21,  26.  21. 
Clark,  .Mtron  H  ,  for  Governor,  814. 
Clay,  Henry,  106;  defeated  at  Harris- 
burg  Convention,  130;  unanimously 
nominated  in  1844,  160:  hi«  Texas  let- 
ter, 161 ;  defeate«l  for  President,  165; 
aflbcticm  for.  166;  how  hi*  elfotion  was 
lost,  IMl  defojit-d  at  Phiiadolphia  Con- 
vention, 212:  anecdote  of.  2\i):  his  Mile- 
npt*.  21!>:  bidsadicn  to  the  Senate.  225; 
his   fascination,  260;  submits  Com- 
promise plan,  255;  debiite  with  Davis, 
256  ;  '-The  Great  Commoner,"  408] 
death,  22^ 
Clay,  Henhy,  Jr ,  at  Buena  Vista,  209. 
Clayton,  Hon.  John  .M.,  2/ia. 
i  Clemen."*,  Hon.  Jeremiah.  8ft9. 
Oirktf,  imprisonment  in,  332,  343. 
Cli.hton.  I)E  Witt,  llll. 
Cobb,  "Hon.  Howelu  chosen  Speaker, 
255;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  356; 
anecdote  of, 

COGOESIIALI.,  JAME.S  ISOj  317. 

CoLLAMER.  Hon.  Jaci>b,  253;  presented 

for  the  Presidency,  391. 
Colorado^  tnivels  in,'  Mh^ 
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Om^tromiie,  the  Mls»otrri,  106,  2B2;  of 
1860,  the,  2ii^  bow  c«rri«arS?6,  277. 

"  Qmfiitt,  The  American,"  41L 

Ck>NUKR,  A.  B., 

Omgrtu  a»  it  wn.<>.  22&. 

Omffreu,  the  XMXth,  ?07i  ability  of, 
2'ib:  tlie  XXXth,  prominent  members 
of,  22fi;  the  XXXIVth,  contest  for 
Speaker»hip,  Mh. 

Omi/rtM^  the  Confedemte,  102. 

Ccmitituiion,  The  (newspaper),  112. 

Cook,  N'oaii,  ai«l»  The  Tribune,  139. 

CoorKK,  J.  Fkximokk,  his  suitfi,  2flL 

Copper  regions  of  Lake  Superior,  'iii, 

CoRwi?!,  ]Uts.  Thomas,  or  Ohio,  132. 

Crawpokd,  Uox.  William  H.,  IM. 

CitiTTK>utN,  Hon.  Johm  J.,  263;  pro- 
po!»e«  A  now  Compromise,  Slfi. 

Croswkll.,  Kuwix,  12ii. 

Dallas,  IJKOKiiE  M.,  16L  2QZ. 
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(Jen.  Taylor,  263;  assails  Compromise 
tneasTirek,  2fifi ;  HUf^csted  for  Gover- 
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dent, 353;  suggested  for  President,  aai. 

Debt,  impriiionmcnt  for,  844. 

Dkmktku's  (Pouokcetes),  C8,  £0. 

Democratic  Pnrty,  conventions  at  Balti- 
more, IGO  213;  bolt  of  tiie  Barnburn- 
ers, 218;  division  of,  892. 

Denver,  visit  to,  365;  life  in,  866. 

Deposits,  the  removal  of,  llfl. 

Desert,  the  Western,  anecdote  of,  876. 

Dial,  The,  quarterly  magazine,  109;  its 
career,  170;  failure,  170. 

DlcKEMi,CtiAKLKs,asan  actor,  204, 

DiCKRV,  David  Woodbukn,  i2. 

Dix,  John  A.,  213. 

DONKUSO.N,  .\NIHtEW  .1.,  gr>0. 

DofoLAs.  Stei'HKN  a.,  anecdote  of,  2L1; 
his  history,  291 ;  introduces  the  Ne- 
braska Bill,  291;  its  history,  2S>2;  de- 
feated at  C'incinnati,  858;  oppof^e*  Le- 
compton,  8.'>6;  difference  with  Mr.  Bu- 
chnnan,  3o6:  his  canva.<is  for  the  Sen- 
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of,  858;  his  power  as  a  debater,  869; 
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ffita:  nominated  at  Baltimore,  SitS. 

Downs,  Hos.  S.  U.,  256. 

Draimige,  necessity  of,  aiiZ. 

Drama',  the,  200;  "  The  Fall  of  Bona- 
parte," 200;~Bowerv  Theatre,  the  old, 
202;  Richmond  Hill,  tlientre  of,  203; 
Ilamblin,  Mrs.,  Naomi  Vincent,  at  the 
old  Hower>-,  2M. 

Dred  Scott  de»"ision,  the,  Sofi. 

Eastman,  E.  G.  and  C.  G.,  261. 

Embkek.  Hon.  Klijati,  on  Mileage,  22^ 

Emek.son,  Ralph  Wali>o,  editor  of  The 
Dial,  169;  on  Margaret  Fuller,  IIL 


EmpHoyes  of  Congress,  gratuities  to,  22&. 

"  Km-opt,  Glance*  at,"  420. 

EVAKTB,  WtlXIAM  M.,  SSLL 

EvEitETT,  Edwakd.  2S1.  391. 

Etergrtens,  uses  of,  301. 

EwiNG,  Thomas,  2^ 

Fnirhaven,  Vt.,  50j  Slate  and  Marble, 

Fair,  ti»e  World's,  2fifi. 

Farm,  My,  23iS. 

Farming",  will  it  pay?  810. 

Fai-lkner,  Hon  Charles  J.,  860. 

Fever  and  Ague,  an  attack  <A,  111;  how 
to  cure,  1 17. 

FiCKLiN,  O.  B.,  230,  222. 

Field.  MArx8EL"ff7  kindness  of,  334. 

F'lLLMORK,  MiLLAKD,  nominated  for 
Vice-I'resident,  212;  accession  to  ihm 
Presidency,  258;  Know-Nf»tbing  caA- 
didate  for,'  290;  defeated,  2Ifi. 

Fire-Eaters,  the,  of  South  Carolina,  2Ii 

Fishing,  first  experience  in,  114;  devo> 
tion  to,  115;  fitly  years  ago,  US. 

FiTEPATRicK,  Hok.' Benjamin,  S91> 

I'ooTE,  Hi>N.  Henry  S.,  256,  2IiL 

Forward,  Hon.  Walter,  lliL 

Forest  Cttlture,  value  of.  aiii. 

FocRiER,  Charles,  his  Socialism,  141. 

Fox  Family,  The,  236. 

Freeman,  Mrs.  (Clairvoyant),  236. 

Frelin<;hi'Y8EN,  TutxnioKK,  liifl. 

Fremont,  C<tu  John  C,  liaS. 

Fuller,  Hon.  Henry  M.,  aHL 

FU1.LKR,  Sarah  Maroaret,  edits  Tb* 
Dial,  170;  her  birth  and  education, 
170;  parentage,  171 ;  teaches  school, 
173;  conver»ational  powers,  173;  her 
writings,  174,  ilL. ;  in  Mr.  Greeley's 
family,  HI;  lier  work  for  The  Tribune, 
177;  wonderful  range  of  her  abilities 
179;  goes  to  Boston,  1^  visits  Eu- 
rope, 1^2;  marrijijge,  1^3:  Marchioness 
d'Ossoli,  183;  efforts  for  Italian  free- 
dom, li?4;  hen)ism,  187;  embarks  for 
home,  189 ;  forebodings,  189;  death,  IflSL 

Future,  The  (newspaper),  ifil. 

Gai.e-h  akd  Se.\ton,  anecdote  of,  Z2& 

Garrlson,  Wiujam  Lloyd,: 

Gates.  Seth  M.,  m. 

GfiztUe,  The  Erie.  80,  81. 

GiDt>tN(i8.  Hon.  Joshta  B.,  3 

(ioi>wiN,  Parkk,  Socialism, 

GoGoiN,  Hon.  W.  L..  22S. 

Graham,  Hon.  William  A._ 

Graham,  Sylvester,  108. 

"  Graham  S\-ctem,"  ina. 

Greeijcy.s  the,  migrate  to  America,  21. 

Greeley,  Z.^cchecs  (tJie  elder),  84,  tt| 
.loHN.  35j  (iILHERT,  ,35. 
I  Greeley,  Arthtr  Youko.  his  aflection 
for  Margaret  Fuller,  178;  Margaret 
Fuller's  Tetter  to,  18fi;  his  sorrow  over 
her  death,  188;  his  birth,  426;  his 
character.  426;  his  death,  428. 

Gkkbley,  Horace,  bom,  ^ ;  set  to  work. 
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18;  poet!  to  ncbool,  41j  in  Bodfhrd,  ^  I 
offered  an  e<lucHtion,  41;  clenring  wood-  | 
land,  01;  fanning  hs  a  bov,  ap- 
|»renticod  to  printing,  6f^  bids  aidieu  ' 
to  hia  lumily,  6i;  life  iu  Poultuey,  ti>a>; 
book<4,  64j  visitH  his  pnrentJ«.  64j  lito 
on  a  lino-boat,  6ii  rehfjious  faith, 
74;  eoe"*  \Vo?t,  73_j  sets  hw  fiico  to- 
wanf  New  York.  82;  reachos  the 
city,  84 ;  finds  work  there,  attends 
the  Tariff  Convention,  86j  vi»iti»  New 
Hampshire,  ^;  (ptes  into  bu!»iue.-M.  tfl;  > 
starts  The  Xcw-Yorker,  94j  l>;vl  luck 
and  hard  times,  t>6-t>7;  edits  The  Jef- 
fersoniaa  at  Albany,  98^  smokes 
just  once,  2JJ ;  joins  a  temperance  socie- 
ty, 101;  prints  The  Constitution,  112; 
belief  in  *'  Graham  System,"  104;  ex- 
perience as  a  VeKctariun,  105;  edit- 
mg  in  New  York  and  Albany,  125: 
reports  in  the  Assembly,  125;  edits 
The  Log-Cabin,  133:  establishes  .The 
Tribune.  136:  devotion  to  Henry  Chiy, 
166;  illnes!*,  167;  gains  the  ill-will  of 
The  National  Intoirigcncer,  225i  servos 
en  Ciimmittee  on  Public  Lands,  230; 
propi»e*  to  give  the  United  States  the 
name  of  Columbia,  232;  inter>'icw  with 
a  celebrated  clairvoyant,  236;  theory 
of  Spiritualism.  238. 239;  visits  to  Lake 
Superior,  242, 246 :  visit  to  Lake  Huron, 
243;  pedestrian  journey  in  the  mining 
country,  2il ;  result  of  mining  ex- 
perience, ;  attendance  on  Kiver 
and  Harbor  (kmvention,  247:  journey 
througl)  the  "  wet  prairies,"  247;  ac- 

Jnnintance  with  >V  ebster.  Clay,  and 
'alhoun,  2il1  ;  spciiks  in  V'onnont, 
253;  anecdote  of  the  Bn»ther«  K-i^t- 
man,  264;  reasons  for  oppo>«ing  G«n. 
Taylor,  21  f;  bi-s  support  of  Clay,  211; 
theatrical  experience  in  Europe,  204; 
at  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  theatre. 
«Q4;  at  Fanny  Kemble's  d^bilt,  •JH'i: 
theatrical  experience  in  France,  2iJ6 ; 
theatrical  opinions  of,  204;  experiomvj 
with  borrowers  and  begyirs,  1;*2; 
studies  a  part  in  a  trage<lv,  2X»;  t}ie- 
atrical  experience  at  Wells,  Vt..  '221 ; 
first  visit  to  the  Theatre,  200;  first  vi^it 
to  the  New  York  Theatre,  202 ;  resi- 
dence in  New  York,  Ufi;  removes  to  the 
countrv,  176;  ac(iuaintanco  with  Mar- 
garet Fuller,  112;  first  libel  suit,  2iil; 
his  Fenimure  Cooper  lil>el  suit,  263. 
264;  visits  the  World's  Fair,  270; 
member  of  a  jury,  271;  nominate*! 
for  Congress,  216;  elected  to  Congre'-s, 
3117;  his  vote,  217;  introduces  Land 
Kcfonn  Uill,  217;  prints  .Mileage  Kx- 
pos<<,  219;  excitement  al)out  it,  220; 
aervos  with  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Andrew  .lohnson,  224;  supports  Tav- 
lor,        meets  tho~Dake  of  Welling- 


ton, 273 ;  impressions  of  the  Thike,  274? 
•ervices  at  the  Great  Kxpositioo,  274; 
travels  on  the  Continent,  2IS;  recollec- 
tioas  of  the  Missouri  struggle,  232^  r©- 
latious  to  the  Missouri  movement, 2h&; 
becomes  an  Abolitioni*t,  289;  de- 
scription of  his  farm,  2'j&-30l :  farming 
experience,  30f) ;  as  a  woo«lclKipper, 
ajia;  home,  2M;  brook, aiifi;  crop*,  iiM; 
swamp,  307;  ban),  80S;  profits  of  farm* 
ing,  310;  first  acquaintance  with  <Jov<- 
ertior  Seward,  311 ;  letter  to  Seward, 
815:  meeting  with  Sewanl,  321 ; 
revisits  Kun^jHS,  3:^3;  at  the  French  Ex- 
position, 32a ;  travels  in  Itiily,  321;  iu 
Switzerland,  328.  ^fi;  at  home  again, 
330;  in  a  French  prison,  82 J;  lite  in 
Clichy,  835  -  340 :  release  from  prison, 
343;  Visits  Washington,  the  '*  Banks 
Congress.'*  345;  criticises  Hon.  A. 
Rust,  348;  desires  Senator  Doughu's 
reelection,  357;  travels  acriMs  the 
Plains,  860;  in  Kansas,  361;  visits 
Denver,  305:  in  the  litK-ky  Mountains, 
868:  at  Salt  Lake,  371;  at  Camp 
Floyd,  874;  relations  to  (rovemor 
Seward,  390;  his  view  of  Secession, 
397;  at  Lincoln's  inauguration,  404; 
last  interview  with  Mr.  Lincolu,  407; 
visits  Richmond,  414;  bails  Jefferson 
Davis,  415;  as  an  autlu)r,  417 ;  as  a 
writer  of  vcpies.  417;  writes  "  Hints 
towanl  Reforms,"  418j  writes  "  Glan- 
ces at  Eumpe,"  420 ;  writes  *'  Overiand 
Journey  to  California,"  421;  writes 
"  The  American  Conflict,"  421;  how 
he  comp'>sed  it.  422 :  its  success.  424. 
GKKFXEr,  .Mr».  .MAKr*Y.  C,  acquainU 
ance  with  Marmri't  Fuller,  176:  directs 
the  choice  of  a  farm,  2i(fi;  an  anecdote 

of.  aaiL 

GKKEi.Kr,  ZACcnEr8(tho  younger)  maiw 
ries,  35i  buys  a  farm  in  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  3Il  hoeing  com,  3«j^  removes 
to  Be<lford,  46^  returns  to  Amherst, 
48;  becomes  bankrupt,  4l*j  p»es  to 
Hampton,  N.  Y.,  60;  migrates  to  West- 
haven,  Vt,  60;  hospitality.  52;  clear- 
ing land,  56i  removes  to  Flea  Knoll, 
69;  retunis  to  the  Minot  estate,  ib.f 
looks  westward  for  a  new  homo,  62; 
his  new  home  in  the  Wilderness,  78j 
slow  clearing,  79^  death  <<r.  4>6. 

GRRKtRY,  Raphaei.  Uhl-vso.  birth  ol^ 
42S;  his  death,  4232, 

GKKrH»ny,  Dudley  S.,  ISfi. 

Gkinnkli..  .Joseph,  226. 

Hai.e,  .Ion.-*  P.,  2n\j  2>ill 

Hali^  Wiixia,  I257  126;  supports  Van 
Buren,  121L 

Hammx,  HA?»xinAi.,  iSiL 

Hnrhingrr,  The,  {lerimlical,  151- 

"  Hnrd  CWe»%"  origin  of,  132. 

Uakdui,  Gou  Juujf  J.,  death  2Q8i 
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Harrison,  Wiluam  Hkkrt,  proposed 
fur  President,  112;  nominated,  IM;  de- 
nounced lis  n  dotiird,  132;  chosen  Pres- 
ident, 135j  death,  135i  character,  125. 

Haskelu,  Hon.  William  T.,  22L 

Hrmans,  Mrs.,  ia» 

Hickman,  Hon.  John, 

**  lUnU  toward  Rr/orms,"  418. 

HoHdty  Kxcursion,  a,  V2SL. 

Holland,  Col.  Stkphkn,  22t 

Hood,  .Ioseph  V,.,  411. 

HorsTON,  Ukn.  Samuei^  286. 

Ht'DW»N,  Hon.  CHAKLK8,  220.  ^ 

Ul'lbrkt,  KiriiARD,  \2SL 
Hunt,  Holm  an,  321- 
Hunt,  Washington,  211. 
Jmpritunmrnl,  nccount  of,  332. 
Inok,  S.  W.,  assails  Hon.  O.  B.  Ficklin, 
23jL 

Jutetligmcer,  The  National,  228. 

/(lUtf.  trnvelH  in,  a2L 

Jackson,  Andrew,  President,  107;  re- 
tires, 122;  Specie  Circular  of,  122. 

jErFKKAON.  TiioMAH,  de.ith  of,  on 
Slavery,  282;  hin  acquisition  of  Louisi- 
ana, 2b3;  admission  of  Missouri,  284. 

Jefferioninn,  The,  editorial  experiences 
with,  126,  12fi. 

Jkrhold,  1X»uula8,  as  an  actor.  2M. 

Johnson,  Andrew,  in  XXXth  Con- 
gress, 226;  OS  President,  414. 

Johnson,  Her.schkl  V.,  3112. 

JoHNHo.N,  Hon.  Kkvrrdy.  253. 

Johnson,  Hon.  Roueict  W.,  232. 

Johnston,  Gkn.  Aluert  Sydnet,  876. 

Johnston.  Gen.  JohEPii  E.,  ilL 

Journal,  The  Alhnny  Kvcnine,  12&. 

Kamnty  settlement  of,  Mu;  Border  Ruf- 
fiiniism  in,  356;  travels  in,  361. 

Kent.  Kdward,  Governor  of  Maine,  ISi. 

KELUMUi,  l).\v  O.,  12fi. 

Kino,  Pi!K.st«»n.  12fi. 

Kino,  William  R.,  250j  28Q,  • 

Knoir-Ntftiting  Party,  290^  221. 

jLoi'e  SujHriur  region,  resources  of,  246; 
mining;  cxperienoe  in,  2i&. 

Land  Bill,  introduced  by  the  author,  217. 

Lane,  Gen.  Joseph,  SfiO. 

Laramit,  Fort,  369. 

Lawrkncr,  Cornklius  W.,  Ill- 

LAWUKNt  K,  JaMK8  R.,  12fi. 

Lk  chkknk,  m.,  aaa. 

Lfcompton  Coiittitution,  the,  355. 
Ltcomiitun  Hill  the,  866;  defeat  of,  SfiT. 
Ltgiilnltti  t  of  1638,  its  merits,  12& 
LKM«tN,  Mark,  actine  of,  204. 
Libtl  SuiU,  general  character  of^  2fi5. 
LiN(x>LN,  Ahraham,  in  XXXth  Con- 

gre«s,  226 ;  candidate  for  Uniteil  States 
cnate,  358 ;  nominated  for  President, 
891 ;  chosen,  an-T  •  calls  out  troops,  401; 
inauguration,  404;  anecdote  of,  406; 
his  taimeness,  405:  his  firmnei!*,  406; 
hU  course,  407;  ujju^tico  of  Congress 


to,  iOS;  his  character,  iQ&',  contrasted 
with  Jeflferson  Da\ns,  411. 

LiND,  .Iennt,  anecdote  of,  232. 

Literature  at  a  Vocation^  an  Essay,  iSS. 

Liquor  Traffic,  growth  of,  11(2. 

Livingston,  Uncle  Harrt, 

^ Log-Gibin"  doings,  12a. 

Log -Cabin,  T\\e,  e<lited  by  the  author,  its 
character,  133;  great  success  of,  184. 

LondimJerry  (Ireland),  siege  of,  liL 

Londonderry  (N.  H.),  settled,  2!!;  growth 
of,  21j  religion,  maimers  and  cn»- 
toms,  24, 27j2£;  "flax  culture,  25j  area, 
28;  inlheRevolutionary  war, 2^-^ 

I.OVEJOY.  Kluah  p.,  death  of,  2£fi. 

LuNDY,  Benjamin.  2£l. 

Mallary,  Hon.  Rollin  C,  66^  fiZ. 

Mann,  Adijah,  12S. 

Marcy,  Hon.  William  L.,  112, 

Marsh,  Hon.  George  P.,  222. 

Marshall,  Charles  H.,  S2jL 

MaPvSHALL,  Ih  >l|-|IKKV.'.346. 

Mason,  Hon  .Iames  M., 
.Mason,  Hon.  .John  Y.,  in  Paris, 234.. 
M'tttacitiuett*,  in  XXXth  Congress,  2M. 
McKlrath,  Thomas,  llfL 
McGiiEGOR,  Rev.  James,  22. 
McKay,  Hon.  J.  J.,  in  XXXth  Con- 
gress, 226;  anecdote  of,  221. 
McLean,  Hon.  John,  354,  SSI. 
Meredith,  Hun.  William  M.,  25^ 

METCAUf,  IIoN.  Th<»MAS,  130. 

Mexico,  City  of,  taken  by  Gen.  Scott,  2111. 

Mexico,  Xew,  coded  to  United  States, 
2111;  Texas  sells  her  claim  on,  21iL 

Michigan,  Territory  of,  242. 

Mileagh  of  Congress,  215;  amended,  223. 

MiLLAis,  J.  E.,  bis  pictures,  32dL 

Milicaukre,  twenty  years  npo,  212. 

MwioT,  Christopher,  54;  dies,  68. 

Miisiisippi,  election  iu,  22fi. 

MiTCHKU  J.  C,  2SL 

MoKEHEAD,  Kx-Gov.,  212* 

MoKGAN,  William,,  the  anti-Mason,  264. 

MoRKiso.N's,  the,  anecdote  of,  2^ 

Satire  Amei-ican  Party,  its  origin,  Ififi. 

Nary,  flogging  in  the,  22S. 

N*hni$ka  liill,  the,  introduced  into  Cod> 
gress,  291 ;  [xissugo  of,  292:  its  effect 
upon  Slavery,  2lii. 

Nevada,  visit  to,  378;  its  minerals,  378. 

New  England,  charcoal-burning  in,  89i 
picking  stones,  39^  picking  hops,  40^ 
'*  barring  out "  teachers.  43^  spelling- 
matches,  44 ;  school-books,  44^  social 
cnjo\'ments,  M. 

New  }»r4  (State), her  electoral  vote,  Ifeb. 

Nrrri  York  City,  as  she  was  iti  1>"31,  54j 
hard  winters  of  ante-railroad  du^'s,  b7; 
cholera  of  1F32,  Jsfi. 

New-Yorker,  The,  first  issued,  94;  bad 
luck  with,  94j  discontinued,  97^  1^ 

Northern  Spectator,  The,  fil ;  for  Adams, 
M  \  stopped,  Uim 
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OoDKx.  HoTT.  DAvm  B.,  us. 
Old  Zack,"  2QL 

Orr,  Hon  Jamm  L.,  3^ 

Ossou,  Marquis  of,  death  of,  190. 

Owen,  Itonettr,  on  Social  Reform,  lifl, 

P'wific  R  iili'O'ul,  the,  route  of,  371. 

Pai'tce,  the  Crystal,  description  of,  2fi9. 

Palo  Alio,  Battle  of.  2Jia. 

Panic  of  1837.  the, 

y.ira,  life  in,  123  32i 

Pattei«m>n,  Hon.  George  W.,  126. 

Pedetlrianism,  snjigestiotw  as  to,  Tfi. 

Pkndukton.  .Ioiin  S.,  221l 

PENNiN<iroN,  Hon.  a.  C.  M.,  210.. 

Penntylennh,  election  in  1844,  207,  208. 

PiATr,  C<iU)NKL  Don,  SM. 

PiKHCR,  Franklin,  in  XXIVthCongre«.«, 
22.'>:  nomintited  for  President,  27'.':  his 
chnructer,  'iT'J:  not  renominated,  aiiiL 

Pl'irrrrillr,  California,  visit  to,  879. 

Pitina,  life  on  the,  212. 

Phy./)<ty$,  LliL 

PoK,  Kuti  Ait  .\  ,  anecdote  of,  196. 

PotU  and  Pittti-y,  an  Kssay,  460. 

Palkket,  Hon!  Johm  (t.,'226. 

Polk,  J.  K.,  nominated  for  President,  160: 
career,  161 ;  Tariff  letter,  16.3;  elected 
President,  166:  tnnn^rated,  gO« 

Pvt^ito,  introduced  into  New  Enf^land.  2iL 

Ponlftt/,  Vt..  eij  a  slave-hunt,  65^  celo- 
bnition  of  .July  4th,  1826.  65^  pre^'ont 
condition,  66:'  vote  for  President  in 
1S2S,  61 ;  character  of  her  inhabitants 
75 ;  tenM>er;iiice  *o<Metv  organized,  101. 

Pfe^  iphnrlite  SrA<i»>/,  tfie,  StlL 

Pkkston,  ll'iy.  William  Ballabo,  283. 

Prorisii,  the  Wilmot.  252. 

Kanuou'H,  Hon.  .John,  281.  . 

Bapplnffg,  npiri'ufil.  234^  2aa. 

Raymond,  Henry  .1..  138;  controversy 
with  the  author  on  Socialism,  Ihl ;  nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant-Governor,  211. 

Rkeii,  Col.  Gkokue,  2H  -  Ai. 

Retpstiy  Liv,  the,  Sli 

BepuSlican  OmvaUum^  the  first,  in  our 
St  lire,  aii. 

Republican  Parttf,  rine  of  the,  294;  Na- 
tional Convention  of,  220. 

Rttica  lU  I  t  P'tlm-i,  Battle  of,  209 

Jtevolution,  the  .\merican,  29  -  33.  SlL. 

RiCHAKOaoN.  Hon.  William  A.,  846.' 

"  Hichmowl,  Forward  to,"  403. 

RiPLKY,  Gkoroe,  163. 

RiTNER,  .loSKPH.  130. 

RocKWKLi.,  Hon  .luLius,  22fi. 
Riicky  Afiiuni'tins,  the.  36h,  369. 
RooEKs,  Maj.  Robert,  32. 
R«K)T,  Gen.  Erastits.  LiiL 
Root,  Hon.  .Joseph  M.,  22fi- 
KoTiisciiiLD,  .Iame8,  anecdote  of,  842. 
RUOGLBS,  I.IEUT.-CoL  D.  C,  2Z£. 

RL'GGLRt),  Hon.  Samuel  B.,  12&. 
Rust,  Hon.  ALREUT.his  proposition,  84Z; 
assails  the  autfiur,  848. 


Ruim,  Hon.  RirHARi>,  lOT. 
Sail  Uikt  Giy,  visit  to,  37Jj  313* 
San  Fntnci*ci>,  its  growth,  838. 
Santa  Anna,  defeat  of,  208. 
Sawyer,  H«>n.  William,  221. 
Sawyer,  Rev.  Thomas  IQ. 
ScAMMoN,  John  Y.,  excursion  with^ 
242. 

ScHENCK,  Hon.  Robert  C,  221. 

S<-HiM>Lc»ArT,  H»»N.  .John,  317. 

ScHULTZB.  Gov.  .John  A.,  130. 

Scvlth-/riJi,  the,  17^  Itti  in  America,  21- 
2il;  in  the  Revolution,  22. 

So)TT,  Gkn.  Winkikld,  supported  for 
Pre.-iident  at  Harrishurg.  131 ;  lands  at 
Vera  Cruz,  209;  marches  into  Mexico, 
209;  defeats  Ssuitu  Anna,  209;  takes 
Chepultejicc,  210;  captures  Mexico, 
210;  dffeute<l  Tor  nomiinition  in  1848, 
2l2;  nominated  for  President,  279;  his 
relations  to  Sccei^sion,  4113. 

Sfa-Sirkn*u,  experience  of,  23L 

Sece$$ian  Party,  now  composed,  2^ 

iSccrMiun,  progress  of,  401 

"  Skward,  Weed,  and  Greeley,"  al- 
leged pt)litical  firm  of,  811;  differ- 
ences, 812;  dissolution,  3IiL 

Seward,  Hon.  William  H  ,  opposes  Van 
Bureii,  129;  favors  Harrison,  llil;  candi- 
date for  Governor,  112;  opposes  Com- 

ftrouiisc,  2a& ;  defends  the  author  in 
ibel  suit,  204;  sketch  of,  811;  remains 
aloof  from  the  Republican  I'arty,  814; 
recent  relations  with,  321 :  visits  Eu- 
rope and  Asia,  321 ;  his  Presidential 
ai^pirations,  822;  intellectual  stature, 
322:  candidate  for  President,  890. 
Seymour,  Horatio,  277,  315. 
Shea,  George,  414. 
Sheep,  their  agricnlturnl  value,  802. 
SiiEPARD,  Dr.  Hor.vtio  I).,  'J  1-98. 
Sibley.  Dekick,  120. 
Sierm  A'c^<«/<^  the,  878;  timber,  880. 
"  Silver  drayt"  the,  canvass  in  New 

York,  211 ;  in  Connecticut,  277. 
SlareryQuftiion.  227 ;  stnictrle  upon,  2&4. 
Slave  Power,  the,  rise  of,  2^7. 
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A  BOOK  OF  SUBPASSINO  INTEREST. 


HORACE  GREELEY'S  AUTOBIOQBAPST, 

RecollectiOiXs  of  a  Busy  Life. 


An  olegant  octMO  vobmw )  ft  supsib  speeinsD  of  IjpogvBphj*  Ohutistod  wl& 

the  hp*t  Stkel  Portrait  of  Mr.  Greeley  ever  poUished,  nnd  with  viirioo* 
beautiful  EngravingB,  Pictures  of  bis  various  Homes,  his  Fnnu,  etc,  etc,  together 
^tit  ft  beftntUU  Portnit  of  Maboabbt  Fuller,  engraved  by  Lnnov. 

Mr.  Grecloy  hoi;  said  of  it :  shftU  never  wrtto  aagrtblng  else  into  which  I  shall 
put  «(>mnch  of  myself,  my  experience?,  notion?,  convictions,  vin<\  modes  of  tboof^ 
as  llicse  iiiiCuiXKCTXu^jii.    1  give,  with  siuali  reserve,  my  luculal  liistory." 

Tbe  book  onliraoot  views  of  mAj  Mow  En|^d  settlement,  tho  ftallior^  oim 
ynnthfiil  life,  education,  apprenticeship,  ndventxircs,  professional  and  political 
remini^euces,  experience  in  Congress,  newspaper-life  in  New  YorlE,  and  mnoh 
vmAiI  talk  ftbost  Iknin  ftod  IkniiiBg.  It  it  ft  peenliariy  entortalninf  uid  ytSnMm 
mile, — a  look  behind  the  scenes  during  an  important  period  of  the  country's  hia- 
tory,  —  a  botik  to  be  rend  with  interest  by  liusincss  Men.  Farnif>r^.  I.iteniry  Men, 
Toung  Men,  Students  of  the  Time»,  the  Womeu  of  America,  i'uliiiciaus,  Men  of 
the  Sooth,  Kortbem  Loyilirta,  /ahlBpwf  HwAsw  ^dl  Chmm. 

Piurrs  :  Extra  Cloth,  $3.r.O;  T.ifirark'  Style  (Sheep),  S4.60;  Half  Morocco, 
$  5.00  }  Half  Calf^  ekgant,  $6.00.  Sold  only  by  Snbscripliou.  Excluaive  tenritocy 

J.  B.  TOBD  ft  OO^ 

IM  KuiAV.Sr.,  Pannnio-BooiB  S^fiMam,  Nsir  T« 


We  venture  to  predict  for  this  book  a  larse 
sale.  It  is  valuable  as  a  truthful  record  of  the 
career  of  one  <>i'  the  most  remarkable  men  in 
Ainerica,  and  a&  a  sketch  of  some  of  the  most 

impc)nant  eveaia  IB  the  fauar  lusWy  of  the 

country. 


New  York  Tribune. 

The  personal  career  of  Mr.  Greeley  was 
brouclii  beibrc  the  public  several  years  ago,  in 
the  lively  volume  dcvotci  U>  his  biography, 
by  Mr.  James  Parton  N  ^  ':i  iieri.ili,  how- 
ever, were  furnished  for  i\i,a  work  by  Mr. 
Greeley  hini.*e!t',  who  had  never  been  in  the 
habit  of  preserving  any  memoranda  relating  to 
his  own  history,  and  the  present  volume,  ac- 
cor(lin',;!y,  is  the  first  proauction  on  the  sub-  j 
ject  which  can  claim  an  autobiographical  char- 
acter. At  the  same  time,  it  of  course  involves 
Copious  remini»ccr)c<---  >;  t!ic  [  i  I/il  iI  dcvei- 

oftaeats  oi  the  last  twcoty-^ve  y«u».  Of  the  | 


manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  accom* 
plishcd,  and  the  |>oint»  of  interest  v^hich  it  pre- 
sent* to  the  public,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to 
speak  in  this  journal.  The  mcch.u.ical  execu- 
tion of  the  work  is  hiphly  creditable  to  the 
publishcrv  It  is  primed  on  type  and  paper  of 
unusual  excellence,  and  the  bu:ding  is  at  once 
substantial  and  elegant.  The  portrait  of  Mr. 
Cireeley,  from  Brady's  photo^rraph,  is  a  strik- 
ing lik«i>«H,  and  tbe  other  embellisfanieaU  of 
•ddbMhtotof  ^— •-- 


New  York  Times. 

One  of  the  most  amusing  things  we  bare 
heard  lately  is  that  Mr  Greeley's  iust  pub- 
lished FfcolUctii^ru,  a  book  which  began  by 
selling  furiously  in  the  Middle  and  New  Eng- 
land States,  finds,  out  West,  a  serious  obsta- 
cle in  the  b.iil;ns  (if  JcficTson  I>.ivi->  In  the 
first  place,  we  had  5up}>osed  that  cverj'body 
had  come  to  rejoice  at  .Sir.  Greeley's  conduct 
in  bdfiiag  to  icUeve  tb*  government  of  an 
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  _  tlwv  wmm  not 

n«ly  to  try.  wiiom  tbevtvaatad  witi 

and  whom  yet  tbejr  <lia  not  wish  to  ktep  in 
eoofioetnent,  not  being  able  to  |[ive  him  — 
.what  the  wont  criminal  may  claim  —  a  fair 
and  speeder  trial.  But,  aside  from  that,  the 
bailing  affair  was  but  one  iticidenl  in  Greeley's 
^Busy  Life,  and  if  his  (icldiUcs  arc  worth  read- 
ID^  about  at  all,  ccrt.imly  that  one,  which  so 
Stirred  up  the  minds  of  his  disciples,  is  juvt 
the  one  which  they  oug^ht  to  under'-t.i;;'!  It 
is  funny  to  see  how  pec^e  wiU  let  their  poiit 
icalfieelii 


•<W.  T.) 


There  are  manv  reasons  why  men  shoold 
read  books,  and  those  which  run  counter  to 

Our  o^vn  opinions  arc  often  quite  as  enjoyable 
and  iiuitc  as  instructire  as  those  with  which 
we  apree.  There  is  probably  no  intellij;cnt 
man  in  iliis  whole  country  who  has  not  heard 
of  Horace  ( ircclfv  and  df  ;he  AVtf  Ycrk  T>ib- 
tinr,  -  for  the  two  arc  in-ieparable,  —  and  who 
.dr«;5  i.ot  know  of  the  colossal  influence  which 
the  man  and  the  jounial  have  wielded  in 
American  history.  I'e  it  for  bad  or  c<  «id,  it  is 
A  power,  and  one  that  wc  cannot  afford  to  let 

So  uncomprchended.  In  the&e  RfioIUctuns, 
Ir.  Greeley  f^ives  more  of  an  insight  into  his 
-Gfe  and  motives  than  he  ever  has  done  be- 
<Imc  ;  and  as  the  history- of  a  self  made  man, 
who,  by  Using  natural  ability  with  industry, 
eaniestne&s,  and  sobriety,  hai;  placed  him- 
aelf  high  among  the  actors  of  tlic  national 

4nui^jbgr  deaerre  to  be  read,  and,  we  doubt 


_  For  thirty  years  —  the  lifetime  of  a  _ 
tion  —  he  nas  been  not  only  an  interested 
spectator,  but  an  active  participant  in  all  the 
controvcr&ies  of  the  day.  He  has  foug'ht  in 
every  campaign  rnui  tlie  dnys  of  Jackson. 
•Witnin  that  time  ahno^t  ail  the  great  men  who 
were  v;i  1  11  ihesla>;c  when  he  began  his  career 
have  passed  away.  Though  a  privnte  citizen, 
no  man  has  done  more  than  he  to  set  up  or 
pull  down  political  idols.  His  lon^  observa- 
tion of  public  men  and  measures  is  invaluable 
in  the  record  which  he  (;ive«.  No  man,  since 
tlic  death  of  Jolin  Quincy  Adams,  has  been 
more  familiar  with  the  DoUtical  lulMOnr  of  the 
country,  or  haaflnfahHtoitA 
coothbution. 


Kew  Tork  I.ffltfer. 

There  are  few  men  —  entirely  nji.irt  from  his 
political  views  —  the  study  of  wl,ove  lues 
would  be  f-o  instructive  to  the  bovs  and  young 
ni!  I.  i.t"  the  country  as  that  of  tiie  Hon.  Hur- 
ate  <  iret-lrv  He  has  risen  by  his  own  exer- 
tioii>,  unlil  ho  ;s  [low  one  of  the  most  widely 

and  iBoat  tavocabiy  kaowa  of  living  vuin,  W« 


coQgrattJate  tlie  iww  hooae  of  J.  B.  Fa«d  & 
Co.  on  having  inch  a  popular  wock  to  ' 


Boston  Transcript. 

Mr.  Greeley  is  emphatically  a  self-foada 
man,  who  h.Ts  n^en  from  poverty  to  wealth, 
from  obscursty  to  eminence,  without  any  sac- 
rifice of  sclf-rcspect  or  itidcpcndcnce.  He  has 
crawled  to  no  position  he  has  ever  gained,  but 
has  won  it  by  fair  labor  or  fair  tight.  The 
number  of  cniment  public  men  with  whom  ka 
has  been  associated  or  come  into  collistoo 
BuJccs  bia  volume  a  coatrilrotioQ  to  poiitica 


(N.  T.) 

A  Koodlv  octavo  here  presents  to  the  pofalie 
a  pretty  fuIU  and  doubtless  a  very  accurate,  au- 
tobiography of  the  famous  "  philosopher  "  ct 
the  irwutu.  Mr  Greeley's  has  unqucsdoa- 
ably  been  a  buav  lift,  and  it  was,  perhaps,  wia* 
in  him  to  wiite  it  out  while  yet  hu  *'  recoQa^ 
tions  "  were  uniropairad  by  old  age.  For  forty 
years  he  has  been  watching  the  coone  of  pui>- 
lic  a£Eairs,  and  for  more  than  three  quarters^ 
that  period  he  ha:>  been  an  active  partici[ 
in  them.  Uencc  his  "  wiciollorrin 
tute  a  pretty  full  histoiy  «f  A> 
thoae  yean,  etpedallf  M I 
tboi 


(N.  Y.) 

Horace  Greeley  is  a  strong  man  every  way  ; 
•troqg  io  hia  likci  and  diilikwL  in  his  opiiiioaa 
■ri  pv^afioM.  M«attBywi4  physicaDy^hia 
powers  of  endurance  are  each  as  to  excite  tfaa 
admiration  of  all  who  know  the  amount  of 
work  h«  daily  gets  through.  ...  As  a  moral 
tonic,  aa  haae  seldom  seen  a  book  that  wa 
would  more  readily  plaea  ia  tlM  haadi  «f  a 
iariyly,  or  ooe  that  a«  akMdd  fl^Ml  la  M 


Journal  of 

(N.  Y.) 

The  book  is  a  de%htfiil  one,  interesting  on 
every  page  to  the  young  Americans  for  whom 
it  was  especially  intended.  Who  does  not 
know  how  dry  and  dusty  is  the  labor  of  ex- 
tracting from  files  of  newrspapcm  or  contem» 
por.try  records  that  political  history  of  the 
country  which  ha*  not  vet  assumed  its  final 
form  on  the  rolls  of  Clio  f  And,  oti  the  other 
hand,  who  does  not  know  bow  ch-^rming  it  ia 
to  hear  some  hale  "  d  politician  tcU  ai;ain  the 
stories  of  his  past  camjiaigns?  H.  w  eagerly 
we  ask  him  about  the  actors  who  have  li  ng 
since  left  the  stage  I  How  we  t'lrii!  again  at 
tlie   songs   and  \\  .lU        r  .'s     i    "  J  ^-Cabia 

Dayal"  Uoar  we  aeoa  to  bear  a|^  tail 
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Harry  of  the  West,  or  Webster,  built  of  granite 
fused  with  6re,  or  keen  CaUiouh,  or  dniintlcM 
D«w^M^  This  chatty  volume  gives  all  iheae 


A  !i.inf!'.nmc  vo!i;me,  —  handsome  in  every 
particiu.ir  <  f  mechanical  execution.  .  .  .  The 
autiiliii  i;:,il'hy  is  fuil  of  iiiierest  for  every 
reader,  .iinl  fuii  of  instruction  for  every  young 
man.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion  there 
may  be  in  rcRard  to  the  political  and  social 
thi.'  rii;5  of  Horace  Greeley,  he  stands  to-day 
as  a  strong  power  iu  this  country,  and  the  in- 
fluence which  he  exerts  cannot  be  shaken,  for 
h  rests  OD  the  firm  fouodaiions  of  intellectual 


tinction  in  the  politici  and  literature  of  his 
time  should  be  read  and  st  idi'-d  by  every  boy 
who  has  notliinR  to  rely  u[>on  but  his  own 
strong  hands  and  sioiit  heart.  The  bcatr.iful 
tribute  to  Margarft  Fuller  fnrm-i  onf  ■il  the 
most  interesting  th.nptcrs  of  tlic  wurk,  and 
will  prove  of  deep  and  laatins  interest  to  a|l 
admirers  Of  tUl  DOUmC  Qpe  Of  * 


Mr.  Horace  Greelev's  "  Recollections  of  a 
Busjr  Life,"  as  publisned  in  the  Ledger,  with 
considerable  additional  matter,  is  published  by 
Messrs.  J.  R.  Ford  &  Co.  in  a  handsome 
volume.  Besides  this  frank  setting  forth  of 
the  author's  opinions  and  the  unconscious 
#rtf-portr.ii:urc  lh.it  one  muit  make  in  such  a 
•riung,  ihc  volume  is  a  valuable  summary  of 
ao«De  leading  facts  in  our  recent  p<!.:t;cal  his- 
tory, as  seen  from  liis  poLut  of  view,  and  a 
pictvirc  nf  some  pliasesot  American  life,  winch 
It  is  well  to  have  photographed  before  their 


CD.  O.) 

Star. 

Since  Franklin's  :TUtubio};raphy,  we  know  of 
rothin.;  HI  tlie  ai ilohiographic.il  way  of  such 


fcl*_inat;rsg  intercut  as  Grcclcy'"*  trank,  straight- 
forward, racily  told  story  of  his  own  career. 
We  dare  s.-jy  that  the  autobioRraphics  of  the 
two  printcr  stalcinien  —  not  uiiUke  in  some 
respects  —  will  be  read  by  otu  grandchildren 


Boston  Advertiser. 

His  history  of  the  "  Americao  Conflict" 
was  begun  soon  after  the  decisive  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  lod  we  have  here  a  very  interest- 
iag  MseVBt  of  the  way  in  which  that  laborious 
woHt  WW  ejcecuted.  Its  sale  was  wide  and 
tapid  until  the  "  bailing  "  afbir  occurred,  and 
that  all  but  stopped  it  For  the  "  Recollec- 
ttom**  we  predict  a  broader  and  an  enduring 
demand.  Iu  intrinsic  exocUenoeaaiMl  toterest 
will  alwaya  aecare  for  it  atthoawMs  plat  on 
tlwbMgli^kilatidt 


(Md.)  BepubllriUi. 
of  the  stragglea  and  triumpha 


Antl-Slarery  Standard. 

His  account  of  Margaret  Fuller,  who  was 
f.  r  a  time  an  inmate  of  their  family,  i--  es- 
pecially interesting.  He  speaks  of  her  as 
"  the  roost  rcm.irk.iblc,  and,  iu  some  resj>ectaL 
the  greatest  woman  Amcri  a  h.is  yet  known.'* 

The  publishers  liavc  added  m;»ti.ii,illy  to 
the  value  and  interc-<t  of  the  book  in  securing 
a  finely  executed  i-ortr,ot  of  Margaret  J-uller, 
by  Mr.  W,  J.  i^tpo,  the  disuoguished  ~ 
lish  cngrSfii^  bf  vhOB  «■ 
known. 


UtteU's  IJTlna  Ace. 

We  shall  find  opportunities  to  make  this 
record  of  a  remarkable  man  wcil  known  to 
our  reader!.  Mr.  Greeley  has  been  an  imr 
portal  put  «fthsbM:        '  *  ~ 


Kfttlon.  (K.  T.) 

Perhaps  titan  is  not  in  the  United  States* 
better  kMSn  nan>e  than  that  of  Horace  Gre» 
ley.  Thws  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that 
these  "Recollections"  of  his  busy  life  will 
have  reado*  in  good  store ;  and  with  better 
rsssoB  than  naoy  hooka  multitudinously  read. 
Such  a  eueer  as  this  volume  describee,  eeB> 
doctngHsheio  up  from  the  depths  of  an  e»- 
trtflM  thcNVh  not  aoidid  poverty  to  the  emi- 
neat  pooitioa  in  the  world  of  politics  and  jour" 
nslin  which  be  achieved,  night  well  maikea 
wiser  mn  than  Mr.  Greeley  think  more  highr 
lythan  M  «nghl  to  think  of  his  own  share  ia 
MfectinKtlw  great  changes  he  hadwitoessM 
aad  to  ovireatimate  toe  tmpoftaaet  of  tht 
hidiat' 


(€»-> 

r 

We  are  excecdii;):;'v  obliged  to  Mr  Bonner 
of  the  L--iiii>  t\  i<  r  a  kioR  Mr.  (Jreeley  to  writs 
iht-se  "  l\<:i;ollcf;!ions,"  to  Mr.  Greeley  foe 
comjilyirn^:  waii  the  request,  and  to  the  pu^ 
li^hcrsof  ihi-  book  for  giving  it  to  the  world 
in  so  atlractnc  a  form.  We  who  h.lve  known 
Mr.  Greeley  from  iher^rly  d.ivs  nt  the  />i^ 
WOT,  nay.  even  1  nek  of  that,  throiis;h  the  I.og- 
Cnbtn  and  .\,\v  Vorkrr  days,  tind  many 
things  in  the  book  w  !iu  li  we  knew  very  well 
before,  but  also  many  ili  i  j  .  «hich  are  fresh 
and  new  We  can  assure  iboae  who  biqr 

tfrii  book  that  thqr  vol  gmitlgr  Miiqr  ib 
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Thi'i,  flniib;'f'i'^,  cive-;  us  a  truer  idea  of  Mr. 
Grcck-y  ill, in  j  nii'tc  tuU  and  elaborate  biofi* 
r.i[ 'ly  by  niiy  other  .  ■  i^'J  do.     But  tlie 

Hrc.it  ni.iiun'.v  ul  nicii  arc  moved  more  by 
fcelint:  ili.in  .-iruument.  and  there  is  probably 
not  an o t b <■  r  i i v u  i;  \vt  i ter^in^tbis  country  who 

editor  oi  ihe  Trtbumt. 


er  points  in  the 
that  this  new  hi 


These  Icllirrs  wrrc  very  popular  when  ap- 
pearing in  the  Ledger,  and  now  when  revised 
and  in  part  re\\ruien  by  the  author,  and  with 
oripinal  matter  added,  they  cannot  fail  to  be 
far  more  valuable  in  thetr  present  ele.!;ant  and 
aubstaniial  Jurni,  To  the  student,  the  ambi- 
tious or  the  ]"i"r  boy,  these  letters  are  full  of 
imtructioo  and  hope.  ^  llicjr  abooad  in 


nitlaiirljW  Iiiqalr«r. 


AH  rliwri  of  American  readers  will  find  ma- 
•irid  far  frav«  thought  in  thi*  volume,  origi- 
■■br  a  Mnm  of  ahetdm  wriuen  far  tin  New 
Yon  Leigtr.  CtaOcclhre^,  ia  tUt  voIwm, 
ihgrabte  tke  mbmI  hfaiaqr  «r  one  of  the 
MmI  IkmiMn  ud  MM  faidbk  mitm  in 
tlua  cottiilij>.  ne'*KMsOMtioM'*lMvebeen 
chanced  vvm  dMir  oifglnal  ihiM  bjjr  Mr. 
Greeley  himself  for  thia  TohmM:  aD  M  tbero 
have  been  rcriaed :  tqone  half  of  dMm  addi- 
tions have  been  mde,  and  a  na  *^ 
\i  new  topitt  hatre  been  addad. 


A  VicoRoi  s  Pupi  isii INC  Hook. — Messn. 
J.  B.  Ford  &  Co  ,  who  have  recently  iriaueu- 
rated  a  subscription  publishir>^  house  in  tnit 
city,  give  evidence  ot  fitness  for  thetr  work  in 
their  tirst  production,  which  happens  to  be 
Ckedey's  "  Kecollecttont  of  a  Bifsy  Life." 
The  book  is  a  credit  to  the  country,  and  should 
baan  everlasting  reproach  to  certain  publish- 
an  who  make  much  money  at  Hartforn.  Com- 
pare Mr.  Greeley's  portrait  here  with  the  mis- 
erable caricature  under  which  his  name  is 
priand  in  Mrs.  Siuwe's  "  Eminent  Men,"  re- 
Caody  broucht  out  by  a  Hartibrd  house.  It  is 
;  dajf  with  oishL  Aad  ao  of  otb" 


wo  rublicatirms.  We  tTMt 
usr-  riav  r.'  t  cxjx^nri  j-  .  \-i^ar 
at  the  start,  but  ni.iy  i.<T^\cre  ,  i  \\L'i  diMnj 
and  pnMfier  ia  the  end,  as  it  moat  aaeondy 
wis. 


J.  B.  Ford  &  Co.,  New  York,  have  recent- 
ly published  several  new  and  valuable  works, 
which  deserve  special  mention  in  our  columns, 
Firat,  ^wc  have  **  Recollections  of  a  Busy 
lifa^**  wMi  niscenancoas  papers,  by  that  wor- 
thy and  famous  farmer's  son,  Horace  Gfcde|f. 
I'his  book  ought  to  be  in  evenr  puMic  and  pri- 
vate library,  when  it  ahall  be  acceniblr  to 
every  young  man  in  tb«  hnd.  Mr.  Graday^ 
farm  experiences,  both  as  bey  and  man,  as  re- 
lated by  his  vigorous  pen,  are  so  diverting  that 
wefad  lenplad  lo  aaola  libaniBy  for  the  da- 
leditioB  «r  ear  rani  nadaia;  but  as  lack  af 
■i  lafariMar  thia  aaaai^iaa 
to  viila  ID  tha  paUiihaB  w  ft 


yaA  ir«*y  « 

The  recollections  of  the  life  of  this  promi- 
nent journalist,  which  has  indeed  been  a  busy 
ore,  must  undoubtedly  prove  both  cbeerinj 
and  instructive  to  those  American  boys  who 
are  struggling  under  diflficulties  incident  to 
poverty  and  obscurity,  and  to  whom  hi»  aulo- 

biograpliical  sketches  are  dedicated  

The  preict^^t  volume  is  the  first  we  h-tve  re- 
ceivea  beanii);  the  iinpnnt  of  Ford  v'v  Co.,  who 
are  descrvmg  of  n-.uch  praiie  for  the  excellence 
of  its  IvVKigraj  hii.il  apt  cJrii  ie,  and  also  for 
the  food  taste  dupiaycd  in  aii  Utc  mcchanicai 
daliuiof  lha  baak 


(N.  Y.) 

Many  lives  are  busy  ones  and  not  a  few 
persons  ate  in  the  habit  of  thinkuif:  thcniselvca 
overworked  a  great  part  of  the  time  ;  but  we 
venture  to  say  that  but  few  workers  have, 
through  so  loM  «  series  of  years,  crowded  so 
many  hours  M  earnest  tboueht  and  inunso 
acuon  ii.to  each  day  as  has  Horace  Greeln 
durios  the  last  forty  years,  or.  indeed,  from 
mOM  the  day  of  his  birth,  Fetmiary  3.  181 1. 
....  It  woold  be  profitable  to  fallow  Mr. 
Greelejr  thfoofh  the  aeeount  of  his  atng^es 
with  poverty  and  oppoMttoo,  bat  space  iriB 
not  permit  to  thonwchly  review  a  book  aa 
 with  nattai  "  '-'  ' 
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A  KEW  STAinOABD  WOEK  FOB  CITT  AlH)  GOUNTBT. 


PnMIAfitl 


OM  TRB 

TEOIlliJG-llOiiSE  OF  AMERICA; 


HOW  TO  XBAIN  AND  BEXV£  HIM. 

Witli  T^oiiunl-ccTirc^  of  the  Trntting-Tarf.    The  TlesultA  of  the-  Authnr's  Forty 
Yoan'  Exparienco  and  UneqiuiUeU  Skill  in  Training  and  Driving,  togoUier  with  • 
Stam  «f  totoTMtiiig  Matter  CMMcnttig  Cetebnted  Amerieaa  finiM.  Edited 
Cbaum  J.  FovcBBy  of  Wilk«ft*»  Spirit  of  tlie  ^ 


Every  one  who  knows  anything  of  the  hiHtory  of  horses  in  America  knows  that 
HlBAM  WooDUCFF  mi^ht  almost  be  said  to  have  been  the  creator  of  <mr  distfiMV 
tMtj Mrtjonal  animal,  the  Trott®-.  The  value  of  thl-  rc-Mr..i  of  hi^  <'\iji-riri,,-i^j  nnd 
these  «itr7'<"-t'f^ri"=  f,f  ?ii-.^kni,  cannot,  thercfcp',  Uo  doubtt-'!  u  .-tumliu .1  mKi-.unty 
in  the  tcctiuicaJities  of  horse-training  ;  while  the  graphic  stylo  of  hii  description, 
a&d  fbt  yMA  pictures  he  gtves  of  taeoeniTe  periods  in  tbe  devetopmeiit  of  (he 
breeding  and  perfecting  of  horses  in  this  country,  and  the  many  intere-^ting  epi''0<lc8 
naturuliy  occurring  in  the  qootm  of  the  work,  combine  with  its  more  aoUd qoalitiee 
to  make  it  a  rare  book. 

Otmikwtm  vmMg  Aonct,  profamomL  traktera  atd  driven,  farmtrt^  having  the 
oppnrt'inify  nr  th'^  f!r-tro  rf  hrr-eding  gooil  tmtth'.j  ito<-k,  to  eupply  tlif"  r:i[iM!y 
growing  demand,  or  even  to  increase  the  speed  of  liieir  own  hor^,  —  ererjf  man 
who  hiu,  or  drives,  or  lores  the  noble  a&hiud,  wSBjSmd  Uti^  book  imtakaUt^  amd 

^Imoti  ifulispemahle. 

T!ie  book  is  a  hand«'ome  12mo,  and  contains  a  splendid  Steel-plato  portrait  of 
JJiKAM  WooDUUFF.  Pricc,  Extra  Cloth,  $2.25  ;  Half  Calf,  S4  ;  FuU  Calf,  $6. 
SnrouE  ooPfxa  sent  on  receipt  of  price.  The  Trade  promptly  supplied. 

C  v  vv ASSESS  find  tU*  an  Msgrhoolt  to  eelL  Liberal  teansi  bat  no  ejLcliisi?s  lo^ 
ritoiy  giveo. 

J.  a.  lOBD  *  oo^ 

IM  NAaa4V  Sr.,  PanmoiCHHocaB  Squab^  Kbw  Tobs. 


^'iT"  Opini'jris  of  Ihc  Prf.ia,  (tnj  ,f  fht  riiX^f  mf^d'  Pnfmiomal  JVajeifS 

Drivers  of  thi;.  dnrj  ii-'U  be  f.'Uud      thts  attd       Jolloirifi;;  p-i'^cs. 


From  tlw  celebrated  Tralwer* 
BtPwHoaglaadi 

East  Nkw  Vokk,  Oct  x>,  1868. 
Ma.  Chaklbs  Form  :  So' :  —  I  have  read 


Frvrn  tlic  lamoos  Driver}  9»n 


Nsw  Yotv,  Oct  **,  tSfil. 

  CiiARLas  J.  Fostkr:  Dfar  Sir:-^tm 

the  book  of  which  jroa  seat  me  a  han<Uome    much  oblifea  to  you  for  Hiiam  Wcedniirs 

•••      .   .     .  .  .  book.    Some  think  that  my  opinion  of  h  msy 

be  of  service  to  the  voung  men  in  the  countrr, 
and  here  it  i»:  Thts  is  the  best  hf>r*e-b<xm 
thai  I  have  ever  seen,  and  a  precious  sight 
Ixiitcr  til  \u  I  ever  expected  to  see,  until  I 
found  th.it  Ilir.im  and  you  had  set  to  work  ml 
utie  tri^ethur.  It  «i  I  Ijl-  ]:i\.)luable  to  tho*e 
wlio  iukve  jouQg  uotten;  ajad  if  A  moa  wdl 


copy,  —  Hiram's  book.  —  and  I  want  to  say 
whju.  I  tliink  about  it.  It  is  the  most  excellent, 
CSretitl.  and  practical  book  about  horse^t  ihat  I 
ever  taw  ;  and  it  caimot  be  too  strongly  rec- 
ommended to  those  who  have  either  trotters 
or  fkcmly  horsei,   'llic  likene^A  of  my  old 

atMiM^  Mi— !■  jMptl^l      ^   -irs  r>  -.|:cct:u  Iv, 
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only  study  it  thorouzhJy,  and  follow  what  Is 
»ct  ddwii,  he  may  with  good  sense  and  plenty 
ot  practice  come  in  time  to  train  and  drive  as 

D.  Mace. 


iMlll 

Ifel. 


DtUI  Pflfe 

CvFltBSS  HtLLS.  L.  I„  Oct.  31,  1868. 
Char  LBS  i.  FosTSU,  Esq.  :  Str:  —  Hinm 
Woodtnff**  book  ti  mm  to  bo  of  very  great 
mmne»  to  iho  yeoag  mm  of  il»  ooontry  who 
ksvo  got  youof  hone*.  I  have  read  it  through 
ibu  ones.  People  who  have  bor»es 
i  iecutfbtty,  and  Mlov  iho  direc- 
Anvb  fgr  IM  tnatMnt,  teding, 
and  driving  of  m>ttera.  It  makes 
_  teniemb«r  old  timea,  when  I  read  the 
•MR  of  RhKOQi  Iv  1  «M  Willi  Utam  UMBi 
Yoamtnly,  D. "'  


This  b'lok  li.is  been  jnit  before  the  public 
in  a  vi-ty  Iniiiisi line  .md  cfimj^ilotc  style,  by 
Messrs  I.  1).  1-oid  Co.,  t>(  this  cuy,  and 
W"e  rib.sctvc  (rom  our  cxcluiigcs  th.it  it  is  re- 
ceivitit;  h.indsome  not  ices  from  the  prex-s.  The 
r'4iim;utoii  in  which  wc  hold  it  i»  well  known 
to  (  ur  readers.  We  believe  it  to  be  /A*  m^s/ 
fmctkal  amd  ituimctive  ba»k  that  rver  was 
fmbUdud  tmctrMtng  tkt  trotting  hcrsc  ;  and 
thoae  who  own  or  taxe  care  of  horses  of  other 
dcMrriptions  may  buy  and  read  it  with  a  Kreat 


dMlof 


it  it »  work 


Vr.  Bonnci't  Hvw  T«>k 


Uanm  WeodnrfT  mo  tlio  mat  traiaor  of  his 
dv:  bo^  by  Ms  mMttllied  tmnmty  aod 
fmilhdavkity.bcnMOtlMfofiM 
llo  ana  cooM  over  sav  oTUm  Ibtt 


-uiT-i  ay  or MmttOt  M  hb 

pnce.  fetaa4L  it  ia  rao  DiUvmal  teatfaDooy 
ofallwfcotawwMa»,—frieadsaad  fees.— that 
bia  intacrity  BhaDlMiiy  inaaaailable.  In 
thh  wocli,  frineh  iMlweB  ably,  caraftdly,  and 
irfiaioMly  odkad  by  bia  bhhlU  friand  Mr. 
Cbatlaa  J.  Fostar,  are  recorded  for  the  benefit 
of  thepuDlic  at  large,  hi«  life-long  experienccK ; 
bia  aayinga  and  doiiiE^t ,  hb  authoritative 
WamOD  alOMal  avatythmg  pertaining  to  the 
berte.  It  U  m  for  nkkk  rvrry  mam 
wMa  axmu  a  k-rru  omgkt  to  mhscriht.  Tht 
1mf«rm«tum  vnAjirA  it  contains  is  ivortA  ten 
iumt  its  cost;  and  we  hope  for  the  t>jkc  of 
the  widow  who  owns  the  copyright^  that  the 
aales  may,  at  laMT 
•and  copies. 


the  aothor  m  developiaK  Ae  speed  aad  «•» 
dtoance  of  the  tratter,  and  his  method  of 
training  and  driving  it  accepted  by  turftnen  so 
the  perfection  of  that  an.  lliis  method  is 
fullv  set  forth  in  this  volume,  accompanied 
witn  abundant  illustntioai  of  ita  correctocaa 
by  the  (rack  performances  of  nanv  of  our  most 
celebrated  trotting  horses.  To  horsemen  ia 
particul.ir  tlie  book  will  be  found  especially 
attractive  and  of  great  vahie  /.'  will  .'^^^'mu 
a  standard  authtrtty  cm      snbjKt  ^  %ukkk 


Nfw  York  Tlmea. 

TAis  }>ooA  tv://  hfiomf  tk<-  mamifi!  t:^/ ikf 
roatistrrt.  WoiHUutf  was  kint;  of  the  hor^e- 
trainers,  and  the  raiiifrutlt  hi»»rnem  shows 
that  he  was  a  man  of  esceltent  judgment, 
while  hit  many  <iutccr>«.<r»  on  the  course  furnish 
the  be*t  commentary  on  his  modes  of  eqoine 
managi-ment.  The  Lwik  i*  laltulsted  to  be 
•  very  popular  one,  ti  r  every  one  who  dnves 
a  ua^  \a  hamcs^v  will  have  the  ambition  to 
read  it,  and  it  Itas  an  excellent  narrative  »Ty!e. 
Indeed,  if  this  was  the  style  of  Mr.  Wo«d.-ulf 
himself,  he  must  h.Tve  been  as  clever  sn  his 
t.ilk  with  men  as  in  his  management  of  hon*». 
The  bfiok  IS  handsoinelv  got  up,  wi;!-.  a 
weU-oaectited  portrait  of  tlie  lata  nata  Kock 


The  author  of  this  work  stood  at  the  he.id 
of  his  profession  as  a  trainer  and  driver  of  the 

trotting  horse  .... 

11m  book  under  consideration  is  the  nut- 


New  York  Tribime* 

Tkis  it  a  masterly  trtmtim  fy  iht 
af  his  ^/essioHj^ilm  lipaaid  pw, - 
tarty  years^  cxpeneaoa  ia  SMdttag^  tuUa^ 
fkUag.  and  drivmg  ilw  tncttag  bone.  Than 
la  noMok  fib*  It  ia  ny  languaga  oa  MM 
aaUact  of  which  it  treats.  It  ts  aoeepted  aa 
aotnority  by  the  owners  of  racing  trotters,  and 
of  fast  roadsters.  Its  publication  has  been 
hailed  by  gentlemen  aa  critically  apprrciailv* 
as  Robert  Bonner,  and  by  trainers  and  driv- 
ers as  distinguished  as  Sam  Hoaghnd.  Dan 
Mace,  and*  Dan  Pfifer.  The  book  is  un- 
ouestimiably  one  of  great  value  For  in 
America  and  England  the  development  of  the 
horse  has  lonj;  been  considered  second  only 
in  importance  to  the  development  of  man. 
This  work  contains  the  results  of  forty  years' 
uninterrupted  labc>r  in  brineing  the  trotter  up 
to  the  hii(hcst  speed  and  the  greate*!  mdur- 
ance  of  which  he  is  capable.  Before  we  tcad  it 
we  had  seen  with  curious  surjmse  very  hcarry 
commciula'.i'iii  iif  It  .ui.i  e!.lii)jy  i>f  it<«  .luthor 
in  the  IckIih^;  Frc&bvierun.  Hapiist.  aryi 
Methodist  jounials.  No  wxjoder,  lor  liiram 
Woodrufi 's  system  is  ba^d  on  the  Uw  of  knrfr 


Brick  Pomeroy's  I>emom»t. 

Hiram  Woodruff,  a  life  like  ponr:»it  of 
whom  adonis  the  book,  of  course  needs  no 
introduction  to  .my  American  who  cares  any- 
thing about  horses.     His  life  was  cite  con- 
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eosffitioa,  speed,  and  ti^fulncssto  mxn.  His 
memory  is  that  of  a  man  proverbially  honor- 
able And  of  una;  j'Tiuichcd  excellence  in  his 
calling  What  Hiram  Woodruff  did  know 
a'.xiut  tii  'rvt;<<,  and  particularly  the  training  of 
pood  colts  and  the  driving  of  trottioig  horaes, 
IS  hardly  worth  ihc  knowing.  Wlttt  tiui 
know*  lie  has  put  into  this  bwtk. 


(VnMwrteii). 

We  have  a  decided  distaste  tor  emythtng 
OOBoected  with  h«  rse-racing,  and  when  the 
"Trotting  Horse  of  America  "  was  put  into  our 
bandt  the  book  dropped  of  its  own  weight  on 
to  the  table.  Ashamed  of  this  prejudice,  we 
took  it  op,  and  soon  fiound  ourbclvc^  reading 
at  full  pace  about  the  way  colts  should  b« 
raukcd,  and  horses  trained,  and  racers  cared 
far.  aod  the  breed  imptwtd.  ...  .In  reading 
the  book  we  were  itmditrilh  tb*  analogy 
between  the  adcmtiie  tmOMBt  of  die  bor»c 
nd  the  best  treatoMnt  of  ibe  boouui  bdoK 


BprlncHeM  (Mmm>y  aapMitlciui. 

Tbo  volume  before  us  contains  the  best 
lanki  of  Woodruffs  large  observation  and 
matured  judgroent,  in  regard  to  the  breaking, 
fisedinc.  and  training  of^horMS.  It  is  full  of 
■hiewa  remarks  and  sound  rules.  Those  who 
know  nothing  about  a  horse,  or  not  much, 
«il  b«  aupnaed  tCt  the  amount  of  information 
•Ml  <b»  variety  of  directions  contained :  and 
lOMabowtnJy  the  care  and  haadliag  of  the 
llOtlidigDityofa  * 


the  horse. 


Wfttchntan  and  Befl«ct«r» 

(BapiUt). 

mtf  laad  and  itody  tUt  book  with 
hr  ft  was  writtaa  hf  a  anm  who  loved 


bone,  knew  hi*  pecoliaritfa^  and  fmm  the 
 ^  ytan  uttHS  iHHda  of  wisdom  as 


to  tbo  bort  vajr  of  tnUnf  and  driving  the 
aaMait  aaimal  ever  given  to  awi  fcr  ■erykb 
Tit  adWw.  tJkr  tiixgrtfitmt,  fJk*  rwbt  ghen 
im  Of  MmninmhrnUt.  If  apcowoad  a 
"stable,"  wo  Would  moba  oar  froooM study 
h :  if  we  were  a  Vermont  fimoer,  each  son 
should  have  a  copy,  for,  wbilo  it  is  specially 
devoted  to  trotting  borsss,  tho  work  coouios 
vahabls  infonnatioo  for  emy  aiao  arbo 
cc4riaH  a 


There  are  very  few  lovers  of  the  trottin^Hoif 
to  whom  the  name  of  Hiram  Woodruff  »  not 
raaabooaoboldaioid.  F«v  awlr 


forty  yean  this  veteran  horseman  trained, 
rode,  drove,  and  talked  horse,  and  held  almost 
undi^puu  d  5vv:iy  upon  the  American  turf.  He 
came  from  a  race  of  horsemen,  and  the  horse 
was  his  especial  pot  aiitl  favorite.  With  him 
it  was  no  ephemeral  passion,  but  a  life-long 
love  ;  and  on  hit  death-Led,  true  u>  the  in- 
stincts of  his  nature,  thr  1  i<.t  rlcarly  artiuilate 
word  that  he  spokf  \.  is  Imr'-c."  Such  was 
the  author  of  the  l.'  -nk  htinrf  v.%  and  to  this 
his  only  literary  I  ;;i  r'  L.-  1  k  i:i:fi!  vmx  (  n'y  a 
great  love  and  ynAc  c<\  vocation,  but  a  keen 
tnsij;ht  into        matters  ci^nnetted  therewith, 

and  an  eipeneooe  rarely,  if  ever,  equalled. 


N'ot  only  the  patrons  of  the  turi;  but  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  equine  af&ira,  will  wekomo 

the  ample  volume  wiih  the  above  title,  which 
has  just  appeared  from  the  press  of  J.  B. 
l  ord  .»i  ( 'f> ,  Ki---.v  York.  'VV-  author,  the 
late  Hiram  Wcxidruff,  \va-.  an  eminent  au- 
thority in  the  specially  ti>  svh  ch  he  devoted 
his  life.  Probably  no  man  uf  his  time  knew 
more  about  hor'-es,  loved  thtni  \M!h  a  more 
ardent  love,  and  was  better  qualiQed  to  do 


ICoiiml  Table. 

There  is  we  repeat,  a  preat  deal  of  in- 
struction in  the  wcik,  ai.i!  \^e  may  add,  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  spint  and  piquancy  as  well 
We  should  call  Tfif  Trctti'^g  licru  of 
America  itidi«}>cnsable  to  hfir>icmen,  and  it  ts 
by  no  nicans  uninterc^tinc;  ri  idirj^  t'nr  any, 
not  included  in  that  «atepory,  who  are  cipa- 
ble  of  svmnathizing  at  times  with  tlic  enthu- 
siasm of  otncrs  in  a  ponait  which  does  not  so 
immediately  afptd  to  iba 


Booton  TraveUer. 


Tbe  vdlmBO  embraces  a  wonderful  amoaat 
of  {nformadoo  on  ia  subject,  admirably  ptc> 
pared  and  preasntod,  and  mUfy  leammgUtUg 
morf  to  hednbndm  ikM  MMnd  till  tbe 
passage  of  ycBiB  diall  bavoAminbed  nrwu- 
iustrations  of  It.  Mn  Foster  baa  edited  the 
work  well  and  discreetly,  and  (be  biogiai  hical 
sketch  he  gives  of  Mr.  Woodruff  is  a  model 
piece  of  wnting ;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  ^ives  an  in- 
tro  l.ictory  sketch  of  the  great  trainer  that  w 
worthy  of  his  --trrTng  and  fively  pen.  A  Strik- 
ing p(  ru:\i;  (if  Mr  Woodruff  adorns  the  vol* 
uine,  which  is  got  up  m  veiy  elegant  stylo. 


Wogcgeter  Sp7* 

Mr.  Woodruff,  whose  experience  and  ob- 
servation for  fortv  years  have  prepared  him 
to  discuss  this  subject  in  the  best  manner,  has 

Iveo  us  a  book  tnat  all  interested  i;)  trotting 

ariUbeliMy  toata^y.  It  has  tbo  ia- 
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donement  of  G«offe  Wilkes  and  Robot  Boo-  lugpcstions  and  instructions  fnr  reanng  atod^ 
■er,  and  is  undoubtedly  tkt  hett  tmk  m  tiu  breakinfr.  or  rather  "educating"  colts,  and 
ta^JCi tkst  Ji<i  fiyr  iWw  tm  i(Uu  full  deiaiU  of  practical  expeneiice.    It  is  ac- 

companied bv  a  sketch  and  portrait  of  Wood- 
rail^  and  wiu^e^fp^^ ^rr^j^eptfy  i 


A  volume  »!ik  h,  from  the  glance  we  have 
given  It,  wc  ^liuu'ti  •i.iy  was  worthy  the  ex- 
perience n\  ,1  man  who  d.ii  iinTe  th.in  aiiv  ooe 
•Ue  to  tause  the  standard  oi  our  Ust  horses. 


rhilodelphljs  Preas. 

It  nuy  b«  characterized,  briefly  but  em- 
pbatically,  M  th*  best,  because  the  most 
facoal  mbA  "  luowlodiabk "  book  upon 


American  AKrlrulturlgt* 

This  is  the  title  of  a  very  neat  i  amo  volume, 
....  It  w  I-  jiuV'^i-Jied  in  chapters  in  K'likfs's 
Spirit  of  ske  J  !H!,s,  and  now,  as  soon  after 
the  death  of  the  t.ini  tr.iiiicr  .is  ix>ssibJe,  it 
is  given  to  the  public,  aikd  will  be  found  of 
sreat  interest  to  all  who  love  a  good  horse. 
The  first  eleven  chapters,  toKt  ilicr  with  others 
■Ottered  through  the  book,  are  chielly  in* 
■tractive  on  handling,  feeding,  training,  etc. 
Others  are  reminiscences  of  the  trotting-turf, 
told  in  a  very  pleasant  way  It  contains  41; 
page!^  with  a  portrait  of  the  author,  and  will 
DO  doubt  meet,  and  worthily,  with  a  very  cx 


Boston  CtUtlvntor. 

WbUe  this  book  was  written  by  one  pre- 
■BUMnt'v  skilled  in  his  art,  and  especially 
derfipjed  (i.r  all  interested  in  the  brcctiinj:, 
training,  as  well  as  all  else  that  relates  to  the 
horse,  it  cannot  fail  of  being  attractive  to  the 

|;eneral  re.idcr  We  therefore  cummei.d 

It  as  dfirrr-infr  a  fdacf  ip  all  f-u! lie  Ithrariet, 
and  tt^fc Lilly  t0  to  the  nMt  e  i'/  I-\i'mertt 
Cimtt^  wherever  they  have  been  orgaoized. 


St.  Ix>ttls  Democrat. 
Evinthiitf  dcnvabk  to  be  known  of  tbo 


Catliolie  World  (Monthly). 

It  MDMofthoaenveboofcavUch.  while  got 

purpose,  and  feeminKly  suited 
overleaps  the  narrow  umiu  ap- 


The  American  Farmer. 

//  it  Ikr  mcst  cJm^Ute  \v>>rk  0/  tkg  ttm^ 
and  possesses  all  the  f.iscKi.itioS  Of  •  MNI^ 
eveo  to  otbeia  than  horsemeiu 


WorklniE  Farmer. 

W^^  comnund  thr  w^rk  under  censidrra- 
tioH  to  farmers  in  all  sections  of  the  country. 
It  ts  calculated  to  do  great  j:o'^d,  and  to  tCMlt 
them  nian\  i!iiiii;s  aboL;t  the  Ip  i>o  « 
probabijr  do  oot  Imt  ou^l  to  kAow. 


oTUi 

tbarefere,  a  valuable 

to  onr  faMHrledce.  and  win  prove  to  Wdt 
tiamdant  mtMfHfy  4umHi£  tht  m»a  MffmL 
The  graphic  style  of  hie  deKriptioaSt  the 
vivid  pictures  he  Ame  of  the  breeding  and 

education  of  his  favorites,  and  the  reminis- 
cences he  recalls  of  incidents  on  the  turf,  form 
a  work  of  great  aehL  .  .  .  Those  w  ho  are 
desirous  to  form  an  accurate  idea  of  the 

cli.ir.u  tcr.^l  :r  ■  nf  t'lc  tr  -ttitv.:  hor'ie,  for  their 
bLiietU  as  riJcis  or  drivcis,  ^tinnot  find  amy 
i  th-er  Ufork  im  ovr  lanpiutge  replete  uriih 
usi  ful  in/nrniix'ion^  it;tc^e^tinJ;  hints  and 
re.nl.ili  (•  .i:KMi.  tos.  Hirain  \\'oodr\irf  is  now 
dc  ul,  and  it  will  be  many  a  year  before  we 
shall  look  vpQQ  hie  ei|vu  IB  UiliM  «f  r 

DCS*. 


v.  T.  EreaiJis  Poat. 

WbUe,  as  the  woHtof—  BudiuiiMl 
num.  and  with  a  true  peipeee«  a  larKo  pM  cf 
the  book  is  made  up  of  **  leminiaceiKee  of  th* 
trotting-turC'  there  is  a  rasa  deaf  dae  »• 
bibiting  the  grasp  of  a  master  in  the  art  of 
training  and  caring  for  the  animala  be  ao  pro* 
foundly  appreciated.  It  is,  then,  not  eohr  bf 
loven  of  the  horse  that  thb  beok  mil  \ 
valued.  Itoootaineaetorei 
lea  ewAneiJtr  t»  twtry 


Digitized  by  Google 


A 


BT 

MISS  CATHERINE  K  BEECUEll 

MBS.  HARRIET  BEECHER  STOWE; 

KSTITLBO 

THE  AMERICAN  WOM'S  HOME; 

IPnimfiles  d  §avmiu  ^tmm ; 

BEING  A  GUIDE  TO  ECU.XOMICAL,  HK.VLTlIFUL,  BEAUTIFUL, 
AHU  CHRISTIAN  HOMES 

Tn  htstik  win  be  TC^ilste  wllh  the  Ittmt  and  most  tnflientle  resnltB  of  tppUed 

Science  iii  the  Cnnstmction  !iii<l  Miiiiitciiaiicc  of  do-iniblo  Family  Abixlc*  ; 
attention  being  givuu  to  \'cntilatiuii,  Ihniting,  Funii-liins'.  Decoratinu.  .ami  (loncral 
Housekeeping,  as  well  as  the  Origintti  rUauiiiLT  and  Arrangemont  of  Houses, 
tho  care  of  Personal  Health,  Wboleeome  Food  and  Drinlu,  OlothiBg,  Cleanlineaii 
Economy  of  Time  and  ExpeaaeB,  IfanagaoMofc  of  Servanti  and  of  Cbfldnn, 
Hffinm  AmiufliiMnti  and  DnCli%  nAf  fai  ihow^  to  tiit  tnttn  c&rato  DoBBMtto 
BooBonqr  {  flie  wIioIa  Mnf  free! j  and  jndioioady 

ILLUSTRATED. 
A  bodk  that  will  find  ita  wi^  into  eveiy  houaehold  in  tiie  land. 


To  be  iold  only  tbioai^  Agents,  by  BnlMOriptloiu 


19  Agents  deatiing  territory  ahoold  a^ly  at  once  io 

J.  B.  VOBD  it  OO^ 
IM  maa49  SnoBBT,  Tmnso<Boimi  8«iu«a,  Iteir  Tmk. 
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LIF£  OF  JESUS,  THE  C 


BENBY  WABD  HB£CH£B. 


The  Publishers  of  this  forthcoming^  work  find  it  necessary  —  on  arcount 
of  the  intense  and  abiding  interest  aroused  all  orer  the  land  by  their  an- 
aouncemeat  that  the  greatest  Ihing  xeUjpoas  teacher  was  engaged  ufoa  m 
important  a  theme  —  to  make  <M>m9  answer  to  tbft  OQDStant  inqniries  concern- 
lag  dia  book.  Germany,  Eruoe^  England,  all  htm  tiNir  16110010  both  of 
onbodoi^  and  of  aoqXuaBD*  no  two  of  which  oocopy  d)e«iBe  ground  or  he^ 
Moh^cher  in  dealing  with  popular  mind  in  the  dlAnnft  oovatriM;  and 
ot  wM  it  pvoiNriif -ttdivlad  to  tk»  mii  of  nU^em  tldritai:ift 
Tldi  mnsl  1m  tlia  iradb  of  w  Awntt^-Msd  of  «  rnmjplrt^i 


It  is  with  full  confidence  tn  the  attainment  of  this  reswh  that  the  publishers 
of  the  *'  IMo  of  Jesus,  the  Christ,"  to  which  jrrcat  w  ork  >Ib.  Bsbchkr  is  now 
ttmttaAf  nad  oarawtly  devoting  his  abnndant  energie«,  an;  preparing  for  iti 
inoMM  in  o  mannsr  wwAy  the  pnbfie  lUnwi^Mii'iy,  the  viiiTCBnd  intoMt  in 
flu  siiljaet>  aod  tbe  repiito  of  lM»oodinr. 

The  work  is  to  be  i&ano<l  in  two  styles.  It  will  be  first  puWi^hod  in  a  full 
octaro  volume  of  about  8<)()  pagos.  This,  iilthough  called  the  "  Pluin  T^flition,** 
will  be  illustrated  with  several  valuable  cn^aving^.  First,  with  four  .^uperb 
Map^',  eonstructed  expressly  for  this  work  from  the  very  latest  data,  iiu-Uidtng- 
the  great  Enj^li^b,  Dutch,  and  French  govemmentid  stineys  of  rale>tinc,  the 
present  explorations  of  Jenisalera  itself  by  Liedt.  VVarreh,  Royal  EnLrineers, 
and  every  attainable  source  of  exact  geographical  and  topographical  inlbnna- 
tion.  Thete  an  ongrmd  on  copper  and  on  stone  (printed  in  twrv  tints)  by 
Camft  Ao^mwmt^mikntmiwMi§bm»  Tin  othwiUustntkma  area 
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Frontispiece,  "Head  cf  Christ,"  restored,  painted,  ssid  engraved  on  st<  cl  f  y 
the  reuowncd  Atiiericau  cugravor,  Wm.  E.  Mabsuall,  from  a  photojiraph  of 
Leonardo  da  Vikci's  rapidly  decaying;  masterpiece  in  Milan,  "  Tho  Last 
Supper,"  —  ajeally  prand  work  of  the  ongtaver's  art;  aad  a  beautiful  Stccl- 
platc  Title-page,  cuntaiuin^'  a  Vignette  of  Bethkhcm,  engraved  b/.B^HlH* 
ftBSLwooD,  of  the  Contiiieatal  Bask-Notft  Qomfnjf* 

Tho  other  style  will  be  in  royal  octavo  size,  nciii y  illustrated.  It  will  contain 
the  Ftontispiece,  Title-pa]c:c,  and  Maps  mentioned  above,  a  series  of  twenty 
largu  full-page  wood-cnf;ravHng;»,  and  from  fifty  to  se\enty-fivo  smaller  CatS 
poiUed  in  the  text,  the  entire  sczies  being  abont  completed. 

Tkm  engniTings  areftom  mm  md  origwal  dnmbig$  tmer  be/ore  pubM^d, 
lutTing  been  designed  expressly  far  tUa  work  after  sketcbet  taken  directly  from 
the  places  repreMttfad.  They  iM  m  new.  aad  full  ilhMlition  of  localities, 
peopI«»  and  toMomB  mong  the  ■ecuas  of  our  Lofd^  mtMj  bbon,  and,  m 
ttrtiiiie  prodnedom,  m  hiiOmtd  to  be  superior  to  njlSbSng  befiMo  poAliihad 
on  that  subject  Thoy  arc  cngrared  by  W.  J.  IdNtoV,  ibe  odebrattd  wood- 
engraver,  noif  resident  in  Kew  York,  nniversally  acknowledged  to  be  the  finst 
master  of  hi»  art,  ami  his  brother,  H.  D.  XiiHTOK,  king  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  in  Farid. 

Thoinqw  wmoonstfoetediiidtfieiniulraliioiisde^^  Bawkw« 
an  ar^  ftr  ftaia  midsat  in  tiie  Hqjij  Land,  and  tfaotongUy  ooovanaat  with 
in  Aalane.  Hm  dnwinga  on  wood  an  fkom  liie  artiatic  pencil  of  HuotT 
Vwmw.  Tha  work  wUl  bo  printed  at  Hia  UfliToni^  Vxm,  Cambri^ga^  MaaiL, 
Ij  Wmum,  BioBLOV,  ft  Oo. 

Oonoemiiiv  tha  date  of  pabBeate,  mora  particolar  inftmnatioB  wSl-  ba 
l^vap  timngh  tha  newqMpar  pi««  tai  doa  time.  It  nuj  ba  aaid,  howwrer,  tfiat 
the  book  will  not  be  readj  fitr  canrassing  bj  rabecriptkm  agents  (in  wMeh 
auBunr  alime  it  ia  to  be  sold)  beibto  lihe  nioath  of  May  next 

«  J,  B.  VOBI>  ft  00.9  PabUalieiv, 

lii  MrTir  ftT"r"",  Pwi arn aftnHirrwi  BmoAMB^  Vww  Tans. 
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HINTERlQTd 


HENRY  W-AJEir>  BEEOSMB 


PLYMOUTH  PULPIT. 


A  Um  nOK  VB.  HIBHHBBi 

BaooKLTir,  Jtmiwry,  ISSft. 

IbtMM.  J.  B.  FoKD  &  Co.  :  — 

Gentlemen:  Mr.  J.  T.  Ellinw  ins  been  the  reporter  of  my  ^mnon*  for 
Mnoe  ten  years ;  unci  he  is  the  only  nuthorized  reporter  of  tJicm.  i  he  sermons 
triiioh  jon  ue  printing,  week  by  wsA^  ft«m  his  hand,  are  pobKdMd  by  yoa  aloofly 
■ad  an  ibb<mif<mm  lAIdi  go  bdfara  ChB  pnbllo  vi^'^  ^nv  consent. 


Fltxoutr  Pulpit  is  the  only  rtgvlar  puiKcatkn  of  Mb,  Brecheb^s  emreid 
iermon*, —  the  nne  indorsed  by  hi<?  approval  rr>  correct,  aivl  yanctioRf  d  br  his  nn- 
thority.  It  is  well  printed,  on  good  paper,  in  book  lonu,  —  Wing  $mlaU<t  fur  Hading 
emd prtwrvation  (the  advertisemrati  at  the  back  being  ea&ily  removcdX  and  it  la 
duap,  widita  the  nach  of  aO.  The  pobltshen  have  tmpouStA  to  the  eonstant 
dflaiaiidfcraooiitiim«dinae(ti<wortiMPmjei^  moafc  praAtable  fa** 

turos  <  if  Mr.  Becciikh's  niiiilatntioaai  and  the  Scriptural  lesson  and  hymn?  -un^ 
are  oi  >  indicated, naaUng  a  ooniplefee  raoocdaf  one  aecvioe  of  P^ymootli  Ghtuch 
fiweacbSauday. 


SsTo  Money  by  Sobeoribiiigi 

Tliaprioe  ia  c^if  omCi  per  liog^  oepj;  ts  per  year;  tlM  par  half^jjMb 
BtdMcriptions  may  b^g^  wMi  aaj  oondMir.  The  American  Nam  Cnofuj  irfD 
enpply  the  trade. 

Cleboymen,  CoLt.EOE  OFTtcFRS,  or  OTnERs  who  wiU  take  the  trouble  to  send 
US  »iibscriptioti9  for  four  oqpteA  will  be  regularly  nervod  with  t^^fiflk,  firee  of  ohaige^ 

except  for  postage. 

Postage  ok  I'l.vMOTTn  PcLriT  to  Fub-crib<  rs  in  the  United  States  i-  ttr<»r:'y 
cents  per  year,  payable  qujirterly,  in  advance,  at  the  Post-Office  to  wiiich  tiie 
pan^ptaktiaaeiiti  andonsingle  copiea  to  Eogtaadttis/w'eaMCk  This  la  alatat 
becanae  maaj  onderpaid  oopieRy  mailed  by  penona  Ignonuicf  lh»«ate|Im»b«Mi 
ntmned  to  ftae  piibliaheni. 

J,  B.  70BD  ft  00^ 
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